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EDWARD C. GALE, VICE PRESIDENT

We opened the enclosed letter, assuming
it was something intended for this socie ty.
appears, however, to be a response to something

have recently sent.

ope that you and your family ar
ggering on here in a reasone
mind.

sending you within a day or two a reprint
alk on Lincoln that I perpetrated some time ago.
w an excursion outsicde my field and I suppose I
will live to regret it.

Please remember me to Elizabeth, who
will be interested to know I am directing
University C.A.W. project in tne Norwegian-American
field, the fruits of which I hope will ultimately go
into the next volume of Norwegian Migration to Ameri

ca

Sincerely yours
B/R 0&9
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March 21, 1934

Dr. Solon J. Buck

Historical Society of Western
Pennsylvania

4338 Bigelow Blvd,

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Dear Steve:

I have been so occupied with our CWA survey of county
archives that I have not found time even to answer letters in
the last week or two, but I must not wait any longer with a
letter of thanks to you for your note of March 7. 8ince I
received your letter I have read your report, so that I have
a pretty fair idea of Western Pennsylvania developments,

I agree with you that the question of adequate support
for historical activities is fundamental. Unfortunately I am
not getting very specific information on finances in response
to my letters of inquiry.

It is amazing to observe how uneven historical activities
are throughout the Valley. I mean that in some states I find
nothing done through CWA assistance, whereas in other states
such assistance has been carried very far., Michigan, for ex-
ample, has done nothing in CWA, but in Colorado there has been
a great project involving the work of thirty-two people., Here
in Minnesota we have been too modest in our requests for CWA
assistance, but even so we have at present a working force of
ninety-five people. We have had seven or eight here at the
society since December; we have a group of three who are work-
ing on the Catholic historical collection at St. Paul Seminary;
and we have a squad of seventy-two working at county courthouses,
with ten state supervisors and some secretarial help here at
the society. With all this going on, I think you cen imagine
about how busy we have been,

I am appalled at the thought of having to write any kind
of survey for the meeting of the M.V.H.A., and I regret that I
promised to do any such thing. I may say that I have learned
to be a little wiser about promising to do things than I was a
few years ago, but even so, I fina it rather easy to tell people
that I will do this or that. For example, even today, & busy
day, I find that I am supposed to stop at 2:30 P.M. and give a
talk to a club that is visiting the society.

I wish I could have a long talk with you. There are many
things I should like to talk over, but in the midst of this
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hectic life I do not seem to get time to sit down at my type-
writer and write.

As ever,

D




spril 18, 1934
Dr, Theodore C. Blegen,
Minnesota Historical Society,
Saint Paul, Minnesota

Dear Ted:

I have spent & whole evening reading the March number of
Minnescta History and, as usual, I want to congratulate you upon it,
I like the new heading for the first page very much. It is more
succeseful than curs but we hewe had a very difficult title to deal
with, One suggestion that I wounld offer is that, whenever possible,
you have an illustration as a frontispiece $0 bresk the abrupt \
transition from the inside cover to the first page of text., I would
also suggest that, as soon as you can afford it, you have the magasine
sewed instead of stapled, especially as the numbers are getting to be
rather thick,

Have you had any copies of Volume 14 bound up? If so, I should
like very much to get one to match the rest of my set, If you will
have one sent to me, I shall be glad %o pay the binding charge and to
return the unbound copies,

1 have received your report on the Fisk materials and on the
basis of it I can, at least, report progress.

Sincerely yours,

Solon J, Buck
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Dr. Solon J. Buck
4338 Bigelow Boulevard
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Dear Steve:

I think you will be interested in looking
over the survey that I presented at the Columbia meet-
ing. I have no plans for its publication, and so far
as I know now it will not be published. I wish there
were some convenient way in which I could distribute
it to about fifty historical societies, however.

I think we are making a mistake in tucking
the historical society conference away ina corner of
the M.V.H.A. meeting and also in announcing it as a
conference of directors. I am proposing that next
year we arrange it as a regular session of the asso-
ciation for the consideration of state and regional
problems.

I was sorry that you were not present at the
meeting, for I have been looking forward to having a
chance to talk with you. Oliver was there and I appre-
ciated getting greetings from the Bucks through him.

We were all naturally very much pleased by
the election of Shippee to the presidency of the asso-
ciation.

I was asked to present your report on the
Alvord Commission at the business meeting. There was
no action taken on it at that meeting, but I understand
that the executive committee elected the new members on
the basis of your recommendation.

Sincerely

e 5 o




Dr. Theodore C. Blegen,
Minnesota Historical Society,
Saint Paul, Minnesota

Dear Ted:

Thank you very much for sending me & covy of your paper entitled "Some Aspects
of Historical Work Under the New Deal.” I have read it with very great interest
and I certainly think that it ocught $to have extensive girculation among historisal
socleties. Some time ago Bourne asked me to write an article on recent state
historical activities for the Amerigaen Historjcal Review but I wae obliged to
decline. He has probably made arrangements for some one else to do 1t but I am
going to take the 1liberty of suggesting to him that, if such other arrangements
have not been made, thie article of youre with perhaps, some additions about the
eastern societies might fill the bill. If that does not work out, I shall sugzest
to Cole that your article be published irn the Mississippi Vallev Historigal Review.
It may be, of course, that the reprocduction of some fifty copies dy mmltigraph or
offset rinting and their distridution $o historical sicieties would serve the main
@urpole;bnx. on the whole, I think the article ought $o be printed. It is valus=
ble not only for its present suggestiveness but also as & permanent record of
historical activity in & critical period,

I was delighted to learn that Shippee is to be president of the MVHA. I have
not yet heard where and when the next meeting is to be dut I shsll be there if
possible, To have attended the meecting this year would heve involved more Sime
and expense than I could spsre. Last week I attended the second amnual meeting
of our Pennsylvania Historical Assoclation at Herrisburg. The third meeting is
to be held in Pitteburgh next spring and that will mean & lot of work for me.

I was interested in your remarks with reference to the historical society
conference at the MVHA meeting and it occurs to me that perhspe you are not fully
daware of the history of this conference., At the cutset it was a private
conference of directors of state historical adttivity, especially of those
assoclated in the co-operative work in Washington. Other directors were invited
in in the hope of getting their co=-operation also and then the conference was
listed in the program as the easiest way of establishing a time and place for 3.
No programs were announced as long &s I had anything to do with it and the early
conferences, in the nature of dDusiness affairs, were always very fruitful.
Unfortunately, as it seems to me, the makers of programs have tended to develop
this into a regular session, Probably it is worth while to have such a session on
each program-open tc the public but I think that it would be worth while to have
also the private conference of directors at which they could freely talk over
their problems and ways and means of helping each other,

Sincerely'ycuri.
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May 11, 1934

Dear Steve:

Your letter of May 9 reached me just a few minutes ago,
Of course I was pleased by your interest in my Columbia paper,
If by any chance Bourne should care to do something with it , I
would be glad to enlarge its scope both eastward and westward,
I don't doubt that you would be willing to make suggestions of
things that ought to be included.

I sent a copy of the article to Cole, not with the idea
of its publication in the MVHR, but simply for his information,
He did not attend the session at which I presented the paper,
and he indicated some interest in having a look at it. The
trouble about publishing it in any quarterly magazine is that
it is pretty strictly contemporary in nature and will soon be
out of date; and a quarterly might not bring it out until next
fall or winter sometime,

I had counted on seeing you at Columbia. I hoped to tell
you what I did after receiving your letter in which you told
me &bout your general reaction to conditione in Pittsburgh.
Among other things I got in touch with both Shippee and Ford
and let them know how you felt, Ford, of course, of all men is
probebly the best posted on possibilities the country over, and
I thought it would do no harm to let him know frankly what you
were thinking. I wanted Shippee to know the situation beceause
naturally if any kind of plan were worked out involving a re-
turn to Minnesota a position at the University would be essen-
tial., I told Shippee that I would be happy to try to work out
some plan here at the Society if you ever wished to come back,
The trouble would of course be financial, and nothing would be
feasible unless a joint arrangement were made. I mean that
salaries here at the Society are low, lower than they were a
few years ago. My own salary as superintendent, for example,
is some seven hundred dollars less a year than the superin-
tendent's salary was when you were here. Lester said very
little to me, but I got the impression that the situation at
the University is not particularly promising. At any rate, I
want you to know that I am thinking about you and that if ever
I see any kind of possibility of doing a single thing that
would be helpful to you I will use it, At Columbia I did a
little scouting in connection with the coming archives position
at Washington, which I want to see offered to you.

More another time.

Sincerely yours

e D
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May 12, 1934

Dr, Solon J. Buck
4338 Bigelow Boulevard
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Dear Steve:

On re-reading your letter, I note that
you speak of not knowing where the M.V . H.A,
is to meet next year, The place is Cincinnati,
I understand that Austin, Texas, is in line
for the meeting the year after next,.

8incerely,

VA,




Dr. Theodore C. Blegen,
Finnesota Historical Society,

Saint Panl, Einnesota

HICSPRICAT. SONIETY OF BECPTRS PEVESVYIVAYNT 4
REiSTIMIGA - 28 ER§ v | LYRN LR

4358 Bigelow Boulevard, Pitteburgh, Pa.

W lnoA B4 a8

Nay 16,

Desar Teds

Bourne writes me that he has made other arrangements for
his article on historicel activities, so 1 have suggested %o
Cole that your paper be patlished iz the NVER as prooptly as
possible., He has & good many pepers on hand, howéver,  and he
may feel that he cannot push this shesd of the others,

Slmcersiy yours,

Solon J. Buck




$ 4360 Center Avenue,
Pittcburgh, Pa.

June 30, 1924

Dr. Theodore 0, Blegen,
a\]..e.u-( ota iL;.-'- tﬁrm:ﬂ SOC’.G%S’.
Saint Paul, Minnesota

Dear Teds

L have Just hed word from Dr, Morse that he has faken a house
lalre district and is going to move oud of ny house in July. -Iﬁ.s
runs undil “*at uber firet and he writes that he will talte oave
until that date, I assume, also, that he will ¢ontinue to pay the
uvnless the property is oscupled, 1 am very anxious, of course, %o
& good rosponsible tenant as soon as poseible and 1% ’.)0-..&1"]{& 1 to me

you might perhaps hear of some one who would be interested. The 21" Ty haa
been renting at 260 & month and I am willing %o rent it at thut rate for
snother yeor to a respensidble perty, who will take good care of the proverty.

I have ) , also, & letter from Mr, J. D Engle, the real estate man, o
the effect th't he has a j'f‘rt' ective purchager for the vroparty, who wants to
pay cs.s.‘-:,.;:. ;a‘--irz:-’ for my bottom price. I have written him that 1 have
been holding the property, oonsisting of the house and two lots, at §7,000,
which s £2,000 lees than I have invested in i%,but that T wounld sgell 4%
for $6,500 cesh, As 2 mettor of fact, I ax not groatly ’n*ww**-’ i~ the
cae’ f-_"-rc_s, ogition, I would Suet 2¢ soon pell on coay Serme $o o recronsible
peroon with peymetits mede by the month amounting o enly a 1ittle more

than rent

Don?t bether to answer this dut I would be glad Aif you would let i.t be
known that the house ie available for rent or sale and .‘zot me hear of eny
prospects that may come to your attention.

Sincerely yours,

Eolon 4. Buck
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July 12, 1934

Dr, Solon J. Buck
4360 Center Avenue
Pitteburgh, Pennsylvania

Dear 8teve:

Just a word to say that I have written to
Hicke at Wisconsin about the archives matter and I am
asking him to join in & little campaign., Today or to-
morrow I hope to see Steefel, who wrote me that he had
communicated with you,

Your program for the third annual historical
tour just reached me, It looks very interesting, We
are being swamped by our tour, which comes off on Satur-
day. It now appears that we will charter not less than
three busges, We have on hand already about 175 reser-
vations for the luncheon on the Sibley grounds, and
Willoughby is tearing his hair,

Sincerely yours,

o 7 SRR 5

) gy

108 /f/

"P.S. And I am "sweating blood" as usual.
MEP

r.c—#J
flomte '

B ‘1(&’7’
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WILLIAM W. CUTLER, PRESIDENT

July 18, 1934

Dear Steve;

Perhaps you have already heard from Steefel, but I think I
had better let you know that we heve struck a snag. I was just
on the point of starting an intensive campaign and had planned to
write letters to more than twenty persons,asking them to get their
sentiments properly filed at Washington,when I learned that the
executive committee of the American Historical Association is back-
ing R. D. W, Connor of North Carolina for the position of archivist,

I had & letter from Dr, Jameson in which he spoke very highly
of your qualifications for the position, but said that in view of
the action of the committee he felt obliged to support the man it
had endorsed, He did not give me the name of the man in question,
but I learned from Dean Ford that it is Connor., I learn also that
Connor, at first reluctant to allow himself to be pushed for the
posltion now has his hat in the ring,

I gather from what I have heard that if for any reason the
candidacy of Connor should fall through a great many influential
persone would unite in backing you,

In the circumstances I felt that I had better let you know
what has happened, I have not heard from all the people I wrote
to and there may be new developments, Among others I communicated
with John D, Hicke, but have not yet had a reply,

After I heard from Dr, Jameson I wrote him a second letter in
which I made the point that my motive in pushing you for the posi-
tion at Washington wae that of wanting your professional competence
utilized in the administration of the archives., I told him that I
thought it would be a mistake if you were not drawn in.

The news about Connor should be treated as confidential, un-
less of course it should have been made public before you get this
letter, If there are new developments, I will keep you advised,

I had not heard about the excitement in your history depart-
ment, I trust that you will publish the paper that Professor
Turner read go that we may know what the trouble was,

We had a most successful short trip last week, Our starting
line-up was the most impressive we have ever had, with three busses
and twenty or twenty-five cars headed up by a polioe escort that
took us through the stop-go crossings. At the Fort Snelling Chapel
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we had an audience of some three hundred people and we were swamped
at the luncheon, which was held at the Sibley grounds in Mendota,

We went on to Shakopee for an afternoon session that went off nicely,
then returned to Minneapolis for an evening meeting at Lake Harriet,
which drew more than two thousand people, I gave a talk on the Pond
brothers at this session and fortunately had a loud speaker to carry
my voice to the crowd, The Fort Snelling band furnished music,

Please say hello to Elizabeth for me,

Sincerely yours,
SaD

TCB/H

Dr. Solon J, Buck
4083 Center Avenue
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
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November 14,

Dear Steve:

Please give me one or two or three suggestions of possible
talks for the Historical Soclety session at the Cinclnnatl meet-
ing of the M.V.H.A. I should like to have a session of suffi-
clent general interest to attract a goodly audlence and to make
the affair more than a conference of Historical Soclety direc-
tors. Have you not someone at Pittsburgh who could contribute
to the program? Among other things, I had thought we might
have a general review somewhat similar to the one I presented
last spring, but I have undertaken so much thlig year that I
can not possibly take on such a paper for next spring.

Apart from routine publications, I am trying to get out
three books within the next year, which I have edlted or wrltten
in whole or in part, and I am beginning to reallze that I have

bitten off a pretty large chunk of wyork. I may add that these
three books do not include the béblégégaphy that BRitchey and

I are doing, though that publication also 1s clalming some of
my time and energy. For your comfort, I will say that I have
nearly completed the annotations that I promised Ritchey I
would do.

I pine for a visit with you. There is not much special
news here, but we are extremely busy with a hundred dlfferent
things. I had a long letter from Grace Nute a few days ago.
She 1s making some first-class diescoveries. Among other things,
gshe now has definite proof that Radlsson wrote hlis famous narra-
tives in French and that the Bodleian manuscripts are translations.
She also has proof that Radlsson was in Quebec 1in 1655, a little
point that knocks the theories of our good friend, Mr. Adams, into
a cocked hat.

I spent last evening with a Welshman who has come to lMinne-
sota to study immigration with Stephenson and me. He is inter-
esting himself particularly in Norweglan-American fiction. Now
ign't 1t funny that the Norwegiansngﬁ ginnesota should so largely
ignore such a subject, leaving it, Tissies, unexplored and to be

eigloited by a man from Weles here on a Commonwealth Fund Fellow-
ship?
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14 November 1934

As a side-line and with the ald of Helen Katz, I have managed
to get out a new volume of Studles and Records, a copy of which
will be sent to you in a few days.

Clara 1s 1in St. Louls today, qulte thrilled by the experience
of belng introduced to an audience down there by Mrs. Franklin D.
Roosevelt. Clara has been running the Citizens' Educational cam-
pailgn in St. Paul as a preliminary to the Community Chest and she
organized and conducted the campalgn so effectively that it at-
tracted a good deal of attention in other partis of the country.

Did I tell you that a very careful and critical examination
of the earllier newspaper bibllography work forced us to do much
of that work over agein? We found that LMr. Lehmann's compllations
were sadly 1lnaccurate and bungled. I now have a little army of
people working on the bibliography through FERA assistance. I
have sometimes despaired of ever getting the thing done, but I
keep pushing Mr. Larsen and in the end I hope that persistence
will get the thing completed.

Another publication that has added some gray halrs to my crop
is the manuscript gulde, but that 1s now ready for press with an
elaborate index ¢imade. If you live long enough, you will see
some of these projects finighed.

My letter started out to be a brief note, but I see that 1t
has become a long and rambling narrative and I will bring it to a
close.

With love to Elizabeth and yourself, I am

Sincerely yours
R e
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WILLIAM W. CUTLER, PRESIDENT GERTRUDE KRAUSNICK, LIBRARIAN
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EVERETT H. BAILEY, TREASURER MUSEUM AND ARCHEOLOGIST

November

Steve:

Miss Nute enclosed a letter for you
another that I received this morning and
sending 1t on to you at once.

‘The proposal of a new publication soclety
to handle H. B. Co. records seems to me to be worth
most serious consideration.

Sincerely yours
P ]

'CB/H

Dr. Solon J. Buck

Western Pennsylvania Historical Survey
4338 Bigelow Blvd.

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvanie
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)ear Steve:

Ellis has asked me to work up the program for the
historical society session at the Cincinnatl meeting.
How would you like to do a survey of the hlstorical
society situation as it has developed, progressed, de-
generated, or what have you,in 1934? Last year at
Columbia I, as you know, worked up a little survey of
recent developments, and I should like to have someone
at Cincinnati carry on with a similar,though better, survey.

n is to be a general s
asked Blnkley to ta

essilon of the asso-
1k on "New Tools
for the Republic of Letters." That talk
rvey with a little discussion ought to glve us
good session., The only other thing I am thinking
a very brief consideration of a poselble summer
seminar in historical soclety methods. We were golng to
have a little conference on that subject at Washington,
but I gather that someone felt that the seminar should
be made a seminar in archives and that nothing should
be done until the archives building is completed. I don't
agree. I think there 1s room for a summer seminar in manu-
scripts, state and local archives, edltorial techniques,
and historical society administration. Miss Nute and I,
in fact, actually made tentative plans for such a course
about a year ago, but dropped it when we falled to get
the co-operation of the University of Minnesota Library
School.
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Sincerely yours

J
TCB/HB /j/bé?,” L Frrvey .--néwa Crrts

Mr. S. J. Bueck

Western Pennsylvania Historical Soclety
4338 Bigelow Blvd.

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvanla




Jamuary 9, 1935
Dr. Theodore C. Blegen
Minnesota Tistorical Society
S8aint Paul, Minnesota

Dear Ted:

would be auite im ble for me to attempt to
survey o et historicel : g8 for your conferenc
first place I have: the tin nd secondly, I am not
in touch with activiti was in Minnesota,
to me that Overman, the man at the Ohio State Society Ehﬁ?ﬁ
wrote you, mizht be able o make the survey. Other possib

L - T £ -~

thet occur to me are Coleman, Psul Angle, or one of Shanm
sntellites.

T am »1:

I do not remember

not, I intended to.

nuite arree witl thet a summer seminar s2lon:
.:..,._ .-_4.,,._.‘..,. -1 \":I'ﬂ-ﬂt "T 1_ ‘:"F'J ""'-':'It‘uq? r,{’-\" h_"_l -I\.

we 4 ,-_7._‘_11_.,‘ U“_tif 'S archivas L ™ 4" - ne ig C"‘"""’l
&

that th: re shonld he full vear course i‘;’l
firatecloss institutionas.

thine af thie o 'w{"_ {: ’-'ir-n?- =00
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MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Saint Paul

WILLIAM W. CUTLER, PRESIDENT GERTRUDE KRAUSNICK, LIBRARIAN

MRS, CHARLES E. FURNESS, VICE PRESIDENT THEODORE C. B EN

EDWAR LE SECRETARY A sU INTENDENT e
D C. GA VICE PRESIDENT R ND

WILLOUGHBY M. BABCOCK, CURATOR OF

EVERETT H. BAILEY, TREASURER MUSEUM AND ARCHEOLOGIST

January 11, 1935

Dr. Solon J. Buck

Historical Society of Western Pennsylvania
4538 Bigelow Boulevard

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Dear Steve:

I did not suppose that you would feel able to
take on the historical society survey but I knew you
would give me some suggestions of names for that job.

Binkley has definitely accepted my invitation
to him to read a paper or give a2 talk at the Cincinnati
meeting. I am trying to work up a little symposium or
discussion following his paper and I think you had better
let me include your name here. Of course I would see to
it that you had a chance to read his paper a few weeks
before the meeting.™ I think I myself, will participate
in the discussion, if I do not preside at the meeting.

You will be interested to know that I have
launched my course in the general college. It is a2 new
experience for me to be lecturing to ~a. class of nearly
2 hundred students. I started off with about half that
number but new recruits for my class republic have been
pouring in steadily. The course is a teacher's dream,
somebody comes in, takes the roll, mekes out the class
chart and handles the attendance throughout the entire
course. Somebody else joins the class with the sole
ourpose of drawing up the examination questions and in
due time she will administer the examination, mark the
papers and make out the grades. All I have to do is
to put on my song and dance. Now isn't that a sweetl
rav to run a course? I also have a projection machine.
Ye%terﬁay I wanted to show only one slide and so I in-
structed the office to send a mechanic in at 10.10 A.M.
He arrived, the slide was displayed, the man left and
my lecture went on. If this keeps up I expect that ul-
timately I will prepare my records on a phonograph and
remain 2t home smoking in my study while they are being
delivered. Or better still, be working at my desk in
St. Paul at the same time I am lecturing at the Univer-

sity.
TCB/S SRR %
Ou. “Nasr Trols, Woar Recnichs o Ko Ropuiic fAletten,

Sincerely yours,

o
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MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Saint Paul

WILLIAM W. CUTLER, PRESIDENT GERTRUDE KRAUSNICK, LIBRARIAN

MRS. CHARLES E. FURNESS, VICE PRESIDENT THEODORE C. BLEGEN GRACE L. NUTE, CURATOR OF MANUSCRIPTS

SECRETARY AND
EDWARD C. GALE, VICE PRESIDENT WILLOUGHBY M. BABCOCK, CURATOR OF

EVERETT H. BAILEY, TREASURER MUSEUM AND ARCHEOLOGIST

Dr. Solon J. Buck
4338 Bigelow Boulevard
Pittsburgh, @Pennsylvania

Dear Steve:

At the recent Washington meeting Boyd
was elected president of the Conference of Histor-
ical Societies. Is it your understanding that he
would have authority over the historical society

conference or session at the M. V., H, A, meeting?

Sincerely yours,

ST




Jamuary 28, 1935

Dr. meoaﬂ’-"! ' "ln ~an
¥innesota istorical Society
Seint Prul, Minnesots

Denr Tedti

The Conference of FWistorical Societies affilinted with the Ameri.
cen Historicel Associstion heg never, so for ag 1 ':_fnow. had any jurice
diction over the conference held unier the auspices of the Mi-eiesippi
Velley Nistoricel Associstion, The latter conference, ss you iniicete,
started se a "Conference of Nirectors of State FHistoricel Asencies® and
never hal sny formal organization, nlthoush at times business of the
more formally orgmanized Confrorence of State Historical “gencies in the
upper Misslesivnl 7alley, which handled the co-cpearativ: work in "ash.
ington, was considered =t seesions of this conference unier the avsvices
of the M, V.H.A, In fact, the latter was sn outarowth of the

I would sugzest. that your moeting be designated "Conference on
Historiesl Soclety Work," in order to avoid giving the impreseion that
it is a session of the Conference affiliated with the A.H _A., unless of
course it seems desirsble to mske it 2 scesion of that Conference, which
I doubt.

L
Sincerely yours,

CTD,, N
W RENSC
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April 12, 1935

Dr. Solon J. Buck, Director

Western Pennsylvania Historical Survey
328 Blgelow Blvd.

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvanla

Dear Steve:

Your comment on my report makes me very happy, for
think there is no one whose good opinion I valu ghe‘![/
than yours. I am sending you a half dozen separates.

The guide i1s expected from the press today or tomorrow
and you may be sure that a copy will be sent off to you as
gsoon as the publication is availlable. If you want more than

one copy, please let me know.

I enclose a card announcing a motion picture and lecture
that we are to have here on Tuesday.

The program of your Joint Meeting to be held next week
is one of the best regional programs that I have seen. I
wish I could attend the sesslons.

Will you give my compliments to Franklin for the report
that he published in the last number of your magazine? I read
it with great interest.

I have Just sent to press# "The Civil War Letters zf ns

Christian Heg," a book that I have been fooling wlth of
for the last five or six years. It has really involved“a iot
of work, but I have done it in driblets and I still have a
feeling of surprise at having completed the thing. The manu-
scrigt for my volume of " Emigrant Songs and Ballads" is also
completed, but unfortunately I do not have any funds to finance
its publication at present.

We have been having the usual struggle with the leglslature.
Perhaps I am unduly optimistic. At any rate, I am hopeful that
salaries will be a little ilmproved for the coming two years. 1
think I had unusually effective hearings this year, and they have
been supplemented by more than the usual amount of personal con-
tact with committee members -- a Job in which Mr. Cutler, lr.




SJB
19 April 1935

Oehler, Mr. Gale, and others have joined. You may be lnterested
to know that for both hearings I managed to get various members
of the Executlve Committee to be present with me.

I will try to send you within the next day or two a brief
statement about the work Ritchey and I are-doing. I regret to
gay that it has not made much progress since the fall months,
though we really made notable progress on it last summer and
Tall-

I am still working my head off on the General College
course, but when I have finished it I will be in a pretty
good position to write a one-volume history of Minnesota.

Sincerely yours

LD




Bpril 30, 1935
Theodore C. Plegen

Historical Soclety
wl, Minnesota

Heartiest consratulations on the guide.
the introduction and a2 conziderable number of the
I do not ses how
Oertainly it is the most adesuate t)

been publighed in thies country, end I

for similar publicetions by other institutions.

nearly every item I read brouvzht a fleod

I hed d1fficulty in laying 1t down.
ready gsent a
Society of Western Pennsylvania,
one for the society and two for me o

to be educated as to what an historicel ssclety can and should do.

Sincerely yo




MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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GERTRUDE KRAUSNICK, LIBRARIAN
MRS. CHARLES E. FURNESS, VICE PRESIDENT THEODORE C. BLEGEN

GRACE L. NUTE, CURATOR OF MANUSCRIPTS
SECRETARY AND SUPERINTENDENT
EDWARD C. GALE, VICE PRESIDENT WILLOUGHBY M. BABCOCK, CURATOR OF
EVERETT H. BAILEY, TREASURER

WILLIAM W. CUTLER, PRESIDENT

MUSEUM AND ARCHEOLOGIST

Buck
Center Avenue
sburgh, Pennsylvanla

I am sending you five copies of the
menuscript guide, though you ask for only
three. After reading your comment on the
guide, I find myself in a generous mood.

Everybody is asking me about you and
you must release me from my promise to keep
the new development secret.

Sincerely yours

V)
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MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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WILLIAM W. CUTLER, PRESIDENT GERTRUDE KRAUSNICK, LIBRARIAN
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July 12, 1935

Dr. Solon J. Buck
Historical Society of Western Pemnsylvania
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Dear Steve:

_ I was glad to learn that the nomination has been
sent to the Senate, and I have no doubt that it will
be confirmed. A good many of your friends here will
be interested in hearing the news.

I hear very little from Ritchey, but I will get
in touch with him and do what I can to step up the
woTk on our volume, It is about time for me to take
a little vacation, however, and I am afraid that this
summer I cannot allow even the Fisk expeditions to
-gstand in the way of the Blegen expedition.

Please give my compliments to Elizabeth on the
nice, ‘juicy article that she wrote in the last num-
ber of your magazine. Tell her that the pages of
Minnesota History are open to her for a similar
article about this region.

My regards to Augie. I hope that he is not
introducing any of the bad Minresota poker habits
into your Pittsburgh circles.

Gates resigned a week or two ago accepting a
‘National Parks job at a very much better salary
than we could pay him. I hope to bring him back to
Minnesota ultimately, however.

Tomorrow I am driving far to the northwest to
give a talk on'Red River Valley history at a picnic
meeting. I am told that there will be an audience
of six or seven thousand people, and that the local
organization will provide a loud-speaker to carry
my 1nsp1r1ng message to the audience.

/fwa ' : Slncprely yours,
et de 0

Aolin g

TCB/EF




Dr. Theodore C. Tlegen

g
Hiatorica® 84 iety

¥innegota

¥innesota

Herewith I am sending you a couple of documents fbunl
among my pepers that probably belonez in the Polwell Pavpers.

Flizabeth and I spent a couple of days in !
lagt week and rented a house situsted near Roclk Creeslk
ie known as Chevy Chease znd about five miles from the
The %*vmo is not as zood as the one we have here bdut the location
is much better. I attended an alleday meeting of the Archives
staf?, and I am sure that I am gzoing to enjoy the work there very
much.,

I have a file of the Wisconsin Alumni Mazeszine from
Yetober, 1932, to date, with only one mumber missinx. IT you want
it for the ¥, H, 8, lidbrary, 1 shall be glad to ship it express
collect. Otherwise I shall destroy it. I have a vague recollection
that you arranged to get these directly from the slumni association
after my depsrture, but I may be mistaken.

Elizabeth 2nd I hope to zet awsy the firset of next weelk
for a vacation of ten or twelve days. We shall probably =zo somee
where in the Pennsylvania mountains. Stephen will 0 with us, but
the two older children will remein here with the mald.

After ?eﬂfﬁm?pr Pirwt our eddress will de §316 Twenty-
elzhth Street, W. ¥., W u, D. C.

I trust that you sre havineg an sgreesble vacstion.
Krey left us Tuesday nicht, headed for Minnesota via Colorado.

Sincerely yrurs,
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