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68) Newspaper clippings. In the field of modern history it often happens that
important material is published in the newspapers, and not subsequently re-
produced in books. This is especially true of the Buropean press, which prints
not only articles by scholars, and interviews with statesmen but also some
documents from archives. The same may be grue in other fields of social science.

Is there any way in which existing agencies, such as clipping bureaus,
could be induced to comb the press for material of this type, without too great
expense? The Council might investigate possibilities.

Material of this kind, when sufficiently importent, could then be passed on
to the editors of periodicals for publication; otherwise it could remain in a
clipping collection.

F. Use of durable paper.

The tactics required in this problem are, first, standardization of
papers, so that darability is easily recognized. This depends on the outcome
of reseqrch that Burgess is doing. Then, some compulsion to cause paper manu-
facturers to give their papers a classification under an index of durability.
Along with this will go the emcouragement of larger scale manufacture of the
papers with the higher durability, but such stimulation is not possible until
we have excluded the possibility of perishable paper being sold for durable (as
some sgy is the case in the Dictionary of Natiomal Biography).

When standardization is effected, a means must be found to let the
book purchaser know the durability class of the paper in his book. FEither a
watermark by the manufacturer or an imprint by the publisher will care for this.
Then it will remain for the libraries and reviewers of books to prove that it
will pay publishers to demand durable paper {rom the mamufacturers, and manu-
facturers to make it.

Government publications are in a different class; there the tactics
can be direct agitation for the policy of special durable paper printings for
deposit and preservation purposes. This principle, adopted by the Indiana
legislature should be advertised to other governments, state, national and local.
The matter is now before the National Government.
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Janary 28, 1930

Dr. Waldo Gifford Leland, Executive Secretary,
“American Council of Learned Socleties,
Harvard Club, New York City.

Dear Dr, Leland:

Professor Lingelbach has suggested that I, as
Chairman of the American Literature Group of the Modern
Language Association, put before you in writing the pre-
liminary outlines of a project which I discussed with
him yesterday. He thought that 4if I did so, you might
find an opportunity for its consideration at your meet-
ing this week in New York City.

At the recent meeting of our group in Cleve-
land, we discussed informally the possibility of compiling

a check list of manmuseripts relating to American literature
which are available for study in the public and private
collections of this country. The principal problems
which confront us are: (1) the ereation of an effective
organization to accomplish this emd; (2) the finaneing
of the work of compilation of the datay (3) the ultimate
publication of our results, Although the first two are
of the most immediate importance, it will probably be
beat to consider the project as a whole, 1In all, we
should welcome whatever advice or assistance the ACLS is
able to offer us,

We have at this time no speeific plan of pro-
cedure to propose, although it seems obvious that it would
be better to start this year than next if we can mature
owr plans soon enough to have them considered in your
1930 budget. It would also seem desirable to vision the
project on as comprehensive a scale as possible, if we are
to undertake it at all, and, as Dr, Lingelbach suggests,
plan a sufficient subsidy to allow from one to three men
to devote thelr entire time to the work for at least a
year, I am in no position to name a figure for this stage
of the work, but, in terms of your announced fellowship
stipends, I presuve that something between $2,000 and
$10,000 would be necessary, depending upon how ambitiously
we proceeded,




For the present, the Counclil of our Group,
consisting of nine men representative of institutions in
the east and middle west, or a small committee from this
body, can act for the Group as a whole, When we see more
elearly the best lines for the project to take, we shall
appoint a permanent editorial committee of which Professor
Jay B. Hubbell, Managing Editor of American Literature,
will be the Chairman,

iy only suggestion at this time is that, if the
project meets with your approval in this preliminary stage,
you appoint a time anl! place for a conference at which
detalled ways and means could be discussed, Meanwhile
we can make preliminary inquiries in order to find out who
could be engaged to do the actual work of compilation,
In about one month's time, I think, weshall be in a posi-
tion to discuss at least the possibilities for the next
academic year,

Sincerely yours,

Robert E. Spiller




AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES

MEMBER OF THE
INTERNATIONAL UNION OF ACADEMIES

EXECUTIVE OFFICES
907 FIFTEENTH STREET
WasHINGTON, D. C.

l2th February 1930.

COUNCIL

Advisory Board of the American Council of

earned Societies, at its last meeting, held in New York

January 30, adopted the following vote:

£ ha itvisorv Board requests the
Council of Learned Societies to consider
ssibility of establishing a clearing house,
at the Library of uoagrcss, for infor-
about photostatic and other reproductions
WSCT‘DbJOnu of manuscripts now in the United
ir identity and locati on; and that in-
regarding such a clearing house be wide-
ed to learned societies, journals, uni-
and scmolars, with a request that they
in keeping the list up to date.

recommendation was, by vote of the Counc
referred to the Joint Committee with: the Social Science
search Councill on Source lMaterials
that it be considered at our coming

.\‘I',f r; T -_".:

Waldo G. Leland,

on

T

Permanent Secretary.
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JOINT COMMITTEE ON MATERIALS FOR RESEARCH

OF THE

AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES
AND

SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL

NORMAN S, B. GRAS H. M. LYDENBERG

SOLON J. BUCK, Chairman
New York Public Library

Minnesota Historical Society, St. Paul Harvard University

ROBERT C, BINKLEY WALDO G. LELAND CLARK WISSLER
Smith College American Council of Learned Societies American Museum of Natural History

March 25, 1930

Miss Lila May Chapman, Librarian
Birmingham Public Library
Birmingham, Alabama

Dear Madam:

The Joint Committee on Materials for Research of the American
Council of Learned Societies and the Social Science Research Council
is making a survey of the activities of learned societies and other
agencies throughout the United States: (1) in the collection and
preservation in American repositories of materials for research in
the fields of the social sciences and the humanities; and (2) in the
making of such materials more readily discoverable and accessible to
scholars generally through the production of guides and the publi-

cation of source material.

The main purpose is to discover, for this committee and for all
interested in promoting such activities, how the general field is di-
vided, how well its several parts are being covered, end what portions
are being overworked by needless duplication of collections, under—
worked by inadequately supported agencies, or overlooked entirely.

It would greatly facilitate the work of the committee if you
would answer for your institution the questions listed below, reply-
ing in a correspondingly numbered series of brief statements. The
questions apply most clearly to agencies whose main function is the
collection and preservation of materials for research, but it is
hoped that they may prove applicable also to institutions where the
service of research is but one of several aims.

Main Collections. Note subject, period, territory covered, and
relative degree of completeness sought in representation
of each field concerned.

Special Tollections. Similarly characterize such of your col-
lections outside your main fields as are unique in scope
or content among others of their kind in the repositories
of your region or of the country at large.

Extent of Collections. Indicate, in tabular form, and as ana-—
lytically and exactly as information right at hand per-
mits, the extent of your holdings of books and pamphlets;
newspapers, on file and currently received; maps, charts,




and atlases; public archives (noting whether your institu-
tion is custodian by law); manuscripts; relics, pictures,
and other museum material,
4.

Collecting Activities. May it be assumed that your present hold-
ings reflect the direction and emphasis now given to the
work of developing your collections? What distinct efforts
are being made to discover and acquire material not supplied
by spontaneous gift, routine purchase, or permanent arrange-
ment? Note such measures as the employment of field agents;
the promotion of large—scale, intensive surveys; the locat-
ing, calendaring, and photostating of material in other re-
positories; and the publication or broadcasting of appeals.

5., Co—operation with Sister Agencies. Has your institution worked in
definite agreement with any other of like purpose, with a
view of accomplishing jointly what one could not do alone,

of dividing the field of collection to avoid duplication,

or for any other similar purpose?

6. Preservation of Material. Are you conducting any investigations

or experiments, or employing other than generally recognized

means, to prolong the life of such materials as newspapers,
manuscripts, and maps, or to preserve the matter in them?

7. Publication of Source Material. Note such of your publications
as have been devoted exclusively or largely to documentary
material. Is any systematic, large—scale publication of
source material under way or projected?

8. Publication of Guides. Note such of your publications as contain
catalogs, check-lists, inventories, or other guides to source

materials that are of present use to the distant scholar.
Are any such in course of preparation or projected.

Your own summary comment on these points is what is most de—
sired, but if you wish to supplement your remarks by reference to some

recent handbook or report, or, better still, by sending me a copy,
this, too, would be welcome,

Very truly yours,

]

F. F. Holbrook /
Investigator for the commiftee
Historical Bullding, Saint Paul
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JOINT COMMITTEE ON MATERIALS FOR RESEARCH

OF THE

AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES
a AND

SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL

SOLON J. BUCK, Chairman NORMAN S, B. GRAS H. M. LYDENBERG
Minnesota Historical Society, St. Paul Harvard University New York Public Library

ROBERT C. BINKLEY WALDO G. LELAND CLARK WISSLER
Smith College American Council of Learned Societies American Museum of Natural History

Report of the Investigator
April 30, 1930

Dr, 8. J. Buek, Chairman:

Work was started on the present sur-
vey in the latter part of February. The first task was to
look over the field, formulate a provisional objeetive, and
"plunge in," following leads immediately at hand and with a
view of systematizing and more clearly defining the work as it
proceeded.

The two-fold objeet of the committee as tentatively form-
ulated was (1) to make a survey of the activities carried on by
institutions of learning and other agencies in the United
States to extend and perpetuate the materials for research, a-
vailable in this country, in the fields of the social sciences
and the humanities, and to make such materials more readily
discoverable and available to scholars through the production
of guides to and inventories of the materials for research,
available in the United States, in the aforesaid fields.

Considerable material right at hand, including papers of
the Joint Committee and other material turned over by the
chairman, was first examined and pertinent matter in it noted.
This material and other sources suggested by it usually furn-
ished but a few details here and there and it was thought ad-
visable at an early stage to make & thorough study of a single
institution, and the Library of Congress was selected for that
purpose. This study was completed and a more or less systema-
tic examination begun of the literature, in the Minnesota His-
torical Library, of other agencies, when it seemed desirable
to supplement the information to be derived in this way by
circularizing a selected list of agencies on & broad scale.

Such a list was accordingly compiled, chiefly from the
Hendbook of American Historical Societies, 1926; Robertson's
American Universities and Colleges, 1928; and Patterson's
American Educational Directory(library section), 1928. The
1ist does not include national or regional learned societies,
the greater part of the data on which it is expected will be




supplied by Dr. Leland, though 37 have been listed here and
scattering notes on them taken, Our list includes, more or
less experimentally, the following classes of agencies:

State and local historical societies 61
Universities and colleges, including all

state universities, other outstanding

universities, and colleges with lib-

raries of 50,000 volumes or more 147
Public librartes of the larger cities 22
State libraries 5
Miscellaneous, including such instidu-

tions as the Newberry Library 28

Total 135

Much information as to activities and publications has
been derived along the way from the works used in the above-
mentioned compllation, from Griffin's Bibliography of Ameri-
can Historical Societies, and from many other works noted in
passing.

A questionnaire, a copy of which is appended, was formu-
lated, multigraphed, and addressed to the head of each of the
above-indicated institutions, beginning about March 30. To
date 104 replies have been received. Nearly all of these
furnish useful information: some are complete and to the
point; some, definitely negative; many, not clearly to the
point but offering some indication or lead. With the help
of these repliees final brief statements of the activities of
139 agencies have been formulated.

The bibliographical part of the survey has been carried
forward for the most part incidentally to the survey of acti-
vities. To date about 400 titles have been provistonally
noted, and Library of Congress cards have been ordered for
240 of them to save copywork

Only a few more replies to the questionnaire are expect-
ed at this late date. In the cases of nearly half of the 197
agencies not heard from, including public, state, and small
college and university libraries, it may be assumed that their
activities are not such as to warrant further investigation at
this time. There remain about 100 of the provisional liet
worthy of comment. Informaticn already in hand furnished some
indication as to the activities of each, but it is believed
that as many of them as possible should be investigated fur-
ther.




Present plans call for the disposal of a few agencies
represented by replies requiring supplementary research;
the further investigation of others through a systematic
combing of bodies of reports and bulletins, such as the "con-
tinuation" files, in the Minnesota Historical Library; and
the writing up of the remainder on the basis of information
now in hand. A few days ought to be allowed for work on the
organization and extension of the list of guides.

“1Investigator for the committée
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SamE OF MINESOTA

DEPARTMENT OF STOTE

MIKE HOLM S lParr L J. P BENGTSON
SECRETARY OF STATE ASST. SECRETARY OF STATE

ADDRESS REPLY TO July 16 > 19 30 x

CORPORATION DIVISION

United Research Company,
125 West Madison Street,
Chicago,Illinois.

Gentlemen:-

This will acknowledge receipt of
your requeet for information as to
whether the Siate of Minnesota has ever
at any time completed and compiled a
census search covering the residents
of Minnesota.

I do not believe I thoroughly
understand the question. If you mean
a search of the residents of the state
who have moved elsewhere, then the answer
of course would be in the negative, but
if you simply mean a state census, permit
me to say that the law provides that such
a census chall be taken each decade between
the taking of the Federal census. The
last one taken, however, was in 1905 as
the Legislature has failed and neglected
to make appropriation for thie particular
purpose since that time, hence the pro-
visions of the law can not be carried out by
this office. Therefore all transactions
of the state are governed by the Federal
census,

I trust this will make my meaning
clear to you and if there is any further
information I may be able to give, you have
only to request it.

Ve gingere

Secretary of State. <;Zf/
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STATE OF MY ESOTA

IDEPARTMENT OF STATIE

Sr.Paurn, J P BENGTSON

ASST.SECRETARY OF STATE

ADDRESS REPLY TO
CORPORATION DIVISION

July 22,1930.

United Research Company,
125 West Madison Street,
Chicago,Illinois.

AttentiondJohn C.Vanek:
My dear 8ir:

In response to your letter
of July 18, permit me to say thst the
last census taken by the State of Minnesota
was in 1905 as no provisions has been made
by the Legislature for funds with which
to take a state census since that time.

I am not in a position to
give you information as to those previous
times when a state census was taken, but
if you will apply directly to the State
Historical Society, Historical Building,
St.Paul,I am sure they will be able to
assist you.

Trusting this will explain
the situation and with kind personal
regards, I am,

Very sincerely

S€cretary of State. Zg’
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MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Saint Paul

GUY STANTON FORD, PRESIDENT THEODORE C. BLEGEN, ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT

MRS. CHARLES E. FURNESS, FIRST VICE PRESIDENT

SOLON J. BUCK WARREN UPHAM, ARCHEOLOGIST
SECRETARY AND SUPERINTENDENT GERTRUDE KRAUSNICK, LIBRARIAN

WILLIAM W. CUTLER, SECOND VICE PRESIDENT
EVERETT H. BAILE . GRACE L. NUTE, CURATOR OF MANUSCRIPTS
R . LEY, TREASURER WILLOUGHBY M, BABCOCK, CURATOR OF MUSEUM
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July 28, 1930

United Research Company
26th Floor Roanoke Tower
125 West Madison 8t.,
Chicago, Illinois

Attention Mr. John C. Vanek

Gentlemen:—

We have received your letter of July 35 in-
quiring about census enumerations by the state
of Minnesota. State censuses were taken every
ten years from 1865 to 1905 inclusive, and the
original schedules of these censuses are nNow
among the state archives deposited with the Minne-
sota Historical Society. There was also a terri-
torial census in 1849, the schedules of which
are in our possession. In addition we have
duplicates of the schedules of the United States
censuses covering Minnesota from 1840 to 1870 in-
clusive, and we have the agricultural schedules
of the census of 1880, he schedules of a special
census taken in 1857, just before Minnesota be-
came a state, are available only in the Census
Bureau at Washington, with the exception of one
county, Rice, for which we have obtained photostatic
reproductions. It is our intention, however, to get
in the near future a photostatic reproduction of
this entire census. All the schedules in our pos-
sescion are available for use by properly qualified
people.

As chairmen of a joint committee of the Amer-
ican Council of Learned Societies and the Social
Science Research Council on materials for research,
I am much interested in the record you are com-
piling of all available census enumerations. Would
it be possible for you to make this record available
to the committee for use in promoting research in
the social sciences?

Very truly yours
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MEMORANDUM FROM PROFESSOR ROBERT C. BINKLE&"\TO MR. ROBERT S. LYND ON

L.

#

p_.
E
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POSSIBILITIES FOR ENLARGEMENT, IMPROVEMENT AND PRESERVATION OF RESEARCH
MATERIAL

Three definite research problems in chemistry and technology await
solution; if they are solved, the result will affect much of the practical
development of policy under this head.

1. Paper Mamufacture.--Discovery and standardization of an inexpensive
but durable paper. Burgess in Bureau of Standards is working on this.

2. Paper Preservation.--Discovery and standardization of an inexpensive
way of treating poor paper so as to make it durable. This is on the agenda of
the Bureau of Standards, but awaits the results of experiments on paper deter-
ioration. Direct research on preservation methods, involving the testing of
mechanical as well as chemical means, should be stimulated.

S. Miniature Photogrephy and Projection.—Discovery and standardizatiom
of the best and cheapest way of reproducing records by small scale photography,
to be reqd by projection. Although the possibilities of this method are almost
as revolutionary as was printing itself in the organization of information,
inventors now at work on this are merely applying existing materials, such as
movie film, and not exploring the possibilities of the method, which should
permit the reproduction of a single copy of a book or newspaper (on metal or
glass if necessary for permanence) for less than the normal market cost thereof,
possibly for a mere fraction of its normal market cost, and hence remove the
physical limit which rarity of certain materials now places upon the organiza-
tion of an archive for research. (For instance, if this method is developed,
the Hoover War Library will be able to carry out an absolutely logical scheme
in the collection of newspaper files, and to have the war-time newspapers f{rom
every country and representative of every significant point of view in each
country.)

B. - C. Coordination of existing archives, etc.

A survey of the situation as regards extent and character of material

available and respongibility fo 8 _se and adminis don is needed. The
cooperation agencies might well be The Company and the American Library
i LU - 1 =1}

Association., lished survey o a esult,

It is difficult to standardize descriptions of archives and special
collections; experiments should be made by asking for reports from a few
libraries, such as Columbia, upon their special collections, and from a few
institutions, such as Food Research Institute, upon their libraries. The
following facts must appear in a survey.

a. Description of type of material and scope of collection, from
topical point of view.
b. Quantity of material, as measured by 1) shelf space, 2) estimated
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mumber of titles, 3) estimated number of volumes.

¢. Degree to which material is listed and catalogued; whether catalogue
is published; system of cataloguing used. (With miniature photography coples of
unprinted catalogues could be collected at strategic points.)

d. If collection is still growing, scope of acquisition policy. Amount
available for acquisitions, in the case of collections having separate budgets
(since these often vary, a givenm year or period of years could be taken). This
fact would not necessarily have to be published, but should be in the hands of
the Council.

Since general libraries necessarily make decisions of policy affecting
the interests of social science research, and since some of the coordinating is .
to be expected from modifications and developments in general library purchase
policies (especially as regards periodicals), the following general questions
shottld be answered by all librarians:

a. Amount spemt for acquisitions by the library. (It will probably be
impossible to estimate with any accuracy the amount devoted to materials of
interest to social science research.)

b. Responsibility for selection of materials on social sclence (whether
by department allotment, library allotment, library committee, ete.

c. Specific quéstions on library policy, on points which the Council
feels may be unduly neglected by American libraries, as

1) Current materials in languages other than Western Buropean (Chinese

revolutionary pamphlets, etc.)

2) Fphemeral materials printed and distributed by societies for propa-

ganda purposes.

It should ultimately become possible to "review® a library or collection as on
reviews a book, estimating as one does scholarly writing whether it duplicates
other effomt® unnecessarily, whether the conception was intelligently worked out,
vhat were the errors and what the most brilliant achievement in acquisition

and organization., Here again, the success of miniature photography will affect
standards of judgment by making everything purchaseable at ™normal® prices, in -.
the copy form. At the present time those in charge of a collection are much
more likely to be criticised for some small error of administrative detail than
for fundamental purposes, and much more likely to be praised for some showy and
unique acquisition than for the achievement of a well-thought—out and consist-
ently followed progranm.

D.
unavailsble material.
The tactics in carrying out this objective are determined by the success

of the sclentists in finding Pregervation Method and Minlature Photography (see

above),

The following possibilities should be examined:

1) Increasing the nugber of subscriptions to foreign periodicals in America so
that every social science periodical of any value whatsoever, anywhere in the
world, is known to come to some American institution. This involves coordina-
tion of periodical 1ists and possibly substantial budget increases to some
periodical departments. The Social Science Abstracts should guide the move
and the great libraries cooperate,




B

2) Material from other than Western Burope:

a. RBussian archives. The Russians would be willing to allow the publication
from their archives of a historical series comparable to the Grosse Politik;
I was told that Dr. Frank A. Golder was interested in the project before
his death, and I believe that Langer would be the man to work it up. The
situation is delicate, tut worth studying. Like the Carnegie studies on the
economic history of the war, it would have to go on with the cooperation of
Russian scholars.

b. Chinese materials. I do not think that there is an Emglish edition of the
writings of Sun Yat Sen. The Institute of Pacific Relations conducted a
survey a few years ago on the degree to which Chinese and Japanese material
was coming to Americaj I have not seen the report, but my impression was that
the investigation revealed a serious lacuna in American documentation.

c. The organization of the book trade in Western Europe is such that ac-
quisitions in America tend to be governed by it; libraries buy where it is
eaglest to buy. Is it possible by some organized action to overcome the
weakness of the distribution system in regions that do not have a well
organized book trade? The League of Nations with its "Index Bibliographicus®
takes cognizance of the problem; the experience of the Hoover War Library

in Central and Eastern Purope suggests the need for action of some kind. The
social sciences have a special interest in a type of book which may be quite
unimportant commercially. This is a much more complicated problem than that
involved in the Bubscription to foreign periodicals. Is it possible to solve
the problem this way:

Set up an inter-library purchasing body to secure books from Central and
and Eastern Burope and Asia, Africa, Latin America; allow it to contrive to
get one copy of everything published on any topic relating to the social
sciencesy distribute the material in this country (Princeton to take Moslem
publications on current politics, Harvard to take legal matter from all
Asiatic countries, Columbia Chinese, etc.) and assess each university the
cost of its books and the share of the overhead. Result: at least one copy
of everything important gets to America.

5) Peace Conference material. The publication of accessible manuscripts and
other materials on the peace conference, which will in turn bring to light further
information,~~while the men who participated in the Gonference are still living.

4) When the paper preservation research is completed, it will be necessary to try
to save old files of newspapers all over the country, by agitation to catch the
attention of local public library authorities, and by cooperation among the greater
libraries which will make sure that there is no wasted effort, and that it does
not come about that a number of copies of one thing are preserbed, while all the
copies of another of equal importance are allowed to perish.

5) Rare or unique material. The example of the Library of Comgress in reproducing
Buropean archives relating to American history may be followed very extensively

by the miniature photography plan. The Hoover War Library, for instance, would
use it to reproduce many FEuropean newspaper {iles, and any library which lacks
some of the fundamental but out of print materials needed for research work
therein could equip itself by this device.
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August 7,1930.

Professor Solon J. Buck
Minnesota Historical Society
St. Paul, Minn,

Dear Professor Buck:
Thank you for your letter of August 4th.

In reading over Mr. Quinn's letter there is
one point which I would like to append to it as a minute.
It is this: 1in the collection of material where one
depends upon soliciting free gifts, it is necessary to
use the Crusader psychology. The actual working up of
the material that is collected requires of course other
qualities of mind. Therefore his point that the negroes
because of their prejudice might not be well qualified to
do research does not invalidate the possibility that they
may be well qualified to do colledting.

About the date of the meeting in September.
The best date for me would be the 15th and 16th of Sept.
If it is held on the 12th and 13th I might just possibly
be able to make it, but it will be very difficult. On
the 15th and 16th I could be there. I presume that I can
count upon the funds of the Committee to pay my expenses
from Cleveland east.

I will gather my thoughts on Ford's project
and on the problem of reprint methods and try to have
something to present to the Committee.

Let me add that I approve very heartily of
your reply to Dr. Wilson.

Very sincerely yours,

//f/_ ¢
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Solon J. Buck, President

Minnesaota “istorical Society

S5t Paul, Minng

Dear Profe:gor Buck:

$nank you very much for the pamphlet on historical
collections. it is exactly the kind of information that
shmuiik helps most, and that is generally understood lesat.

I am arranging to be at the Branford meeting on

Sgptkmxber 12-13; it was good of you to set it as late as

this.

Sincerely,

Robert V. Binkley
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Adelbert Roac

eveland, Ohio

Dear Mr. Binkley:
I am very glad that you could arrange
to be at Branford on Sept**bnr 123-13, and
those dates have now been definitely selected -
for the r'ctfh* of *;r C:[viLfHF’
herewith a copy of & . Jameson
vhich he qtk@? me to cﬂ.:n.' ate to the other
members of the committee. I have ready in-
formed Mr. Stratton of our pl: to wwet at
. the Owenego Inn, but 1t wou'd » well for you
to write to him for a ) as promptly

& g S 2 Y 4
28 ‘-471‘;-“\:1\.'4.’30

8incerely yours

d expects to be in Branford with
he 1lth ﬁ“* will meet yvu at
Str




September 5, 1930,

Minnesota Mistorical Sooclety,
g%, Paul, Minnesota.

Gentlement Attention: Mr. Oolon J. Buck

pPlease overlook our delay in answering your help=
ful letter of July 38th in whioch you furnished us with a
valuable desoription of the census schedules token for the
gtate of Minnesota. Your letter was acoidentally mislald
whioh explains our silence,

In oompliance with your request, this office will
be pleaced infurnishing you with the information we have been
able to colleot rolative to census enumerations in the vare
ious states of the union, If you so desire, this office will
be pleased to forward for your exanination our complete Core
res;ondegaa in our redord so that you can draw your OWn Trée
gord.

Believing that you aye nlwaye intercoted in obe
taining for your office files docunents proving of value in
. pepaarch work, we suggest that if the record is not in your
y-ﬁsession? that you write to the Department of the Interior

Bareau of ‘ensions for the record compiled by that office
covering the custodians of publie records state registra-
tion of vital statisties. This record fupnishes complete
information conserning custodians of established recordes of
births, marriages, divorees and deaths {n the several states,
Insuler Pocsessions, New Foundland and the Dominion of Canada,
and also the extend and completencspay’ such records.

1£ this office,oan be of any assistance %o you
in the matter of genealo%y~ ésearch, please feel at liberty
to place your request before us. "e will be more than pleased
to serve you.
Yours very truly,

UNITED RESEARCH OCMPANY

JOViIZM BY




16 September , 1930

Dear Buck:

I enclose a copy of the draft minutes for your
carrection and additions. You will nd e ale the list of
undertakings the various members of the committee, which
should be sippodemented by anything I mey have omitted. I
will then encl® e with each ® py of the minutes I send ou
in find form to the members a reminder of the par tialar
things he undertook to doe

As to the notices to be sent to the journals. I
doubt whetherit would be expediert to send a short communige
phrased in theid enticd wg to each of the periodicd s, in the
thought thateach one should print our exact words. Tk remlt
would be that theparticula r interests of the different
journals xhx would be igna ed. Do you not think we o uld
abridge the minutes, m ind uding in the abridgem nt al the
%aterial from which journals couldl tke notes ofinterest.
hen mimeogra h theabridgere nt, write a o verig letter
which will oo n#in afew handy phrases about our objects and
a request for a‘note in ikm an o propriate part of the journal,
If you agree with that view, I suggest that you go through
the present mimmkmxx draft minutes 4 th the double obg ct
in view of making e rrections a d filling lacunae aa 4 of

indicatin which parts might pr operly belorg in the abridgemrt
which we will dr culate,

Sincecrely
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R. C. B. = 9/24/30 - 2

activities of inst 0 I sam alloting you for the present £30 _
for cleriocal expe 3 1 althoush I realize that you cannot do
a vrs&t deal with tha i sent you a few days mago a supply
of our stationery, 'nivn will probably last until the end of the
yeaxr. No envﬂ"ﬁnﬁ* were printed, end I have used those of th€
Minnesota Historical wd“itb}. After January 1 we will have $1500
available for WC’ijllcu will enable us to push our varicue projeots
more rapidly.

3

You will note that I *ovxse gaur gtatement in- ui# minitegs gcon-
cerning the Alvord Memorial Comn For your furil ér information ’
about this project, I am Gnulouing hwr*with a folder that has been
used in the campalign for raising the fund. '

£

Sincerely yours

P.8. 1 trus: nat I will receive your bill for expenses in
the meeting s¢ as it Lvr*f to go through before the end of
wmonth.
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JOINT COMMITTEE ON MATERIALS FOR RESEARCH

OF THE

AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES
AND

SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL

NORMAN S, B. GRAS
Harvard Unim'm‘:y

WALDO G. LELAND
American Council of Learned Societies

SOLON J. BUCK, Chairman
Minnesota Historical Society, 5t. Paul

ROBERT C. BINKLEY
X Soit I BolegeX
Western Reserve Univereity
Cleveland,O,

H. M. LYDENBERG
New York Public Library

CLARK WISSLER
American Museum of Natural History

October 13,1930,

Solon J, Buck,
istorical Society,
Minn,

It occurs to me that I undertook

to remind you that a project for gathering

economic materials at Smith College was afoot.
I herewith remind you.

I am going to write to Van Patten
on the subject of progress in the Pacific
Coast region. May I send him a copy of the
minutes?

Would you care to have a few extra
copies of the minutes yourself?

very shortly to have a
you for approval, and to
for circularizing the

SI

Very sincerely,

Secretary
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LiBrRARY OF CONGRESS
DIVISION OF FINE ARTS
WASHINGTON, D, C.

October 14, 1930

Dear Sir:

Last spring a project was launched at the Library of
Congress which should, I think, be of considerable interest to
all those concerned with American history, and particularly to
local historical organizations.

I am, therefore, sending vou the enclosed letter of
information, with the request that you will bring it to the
attention of your Society in whatever manner may seem best to
you. I shall, of course, welcome gladly any queries or sug-
gestions from you or any member of your organization.

Perhaps I should add, that since the enclosed letter
was written, I have been informed of the prospect of a very
considerable pictorial survey of the early architecture of
a prominent eastern city, with the probability that the
resultant photographic negatives will ultimately be deposited
with us.

Very sincerely yours,

LEICESTER B. HOLLAND
Chief, Division of Fine Arts

Mr. Solon J. Buck, Secretary
Minnesota Historical Society
St. Paul, Minnesota




LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
DIVISION OF FINE ARTS
WASHINGTON

For many years the Library of Congress at Washington has served
as the national repository for historic papers, presidential manuscripts
and similar material, and is in consequence becoming the outstanding
research center for students of early American history.

No effort, however, has been made to record on a national scale
the material aspects of our past. Costumes, furniture, utensils, and so
forth can well be exhibited in private and local museums, and the preser-
vation of historical monuments may be left to the care of community pride.
But for the purposes of general study of our ancestral architecture,
especially of such examples as are doomed to disappear, there is urgent
need for a repository where photographic records from the whole United
States may be assembled.

For widest service these records should consist not only of prints,
to be studied on the spot, but of negatives from which prints may be
supplied to those desiring them throughout the country. The archives
should consist, therefore, of three parts: a collection of negatives, as
all-embracing as possible; complete folio files of prints from these
negatives, for consultation; and very full indices, topographic,
chronologic and by subject, so that desired matter may be readily located.

For administration there should be a secretary to attend to
indexing and filing, to answering inquiries and general correspondence ;
and a photo-mechanic to provide expert care for the negatives and to
prepare whatever prints may be desired.

The Library of Congress is apparently the only national institution
which can logically undertake this work; we are therefore establishing a
subdivision of the Division of Fine Arts to serve as national Pictorial
Archives of Early American Architecture. Gifts of some five thousand
professional or semi-professional negatives have already been received
or promised. By a grant from the Carnegie Corporation these are now being
catalogued, and an extensive catalogue is also being prepared of
illustrative material which has appeared in books and magazines.

We now turn to the public who may use these archives, to solicit
other negatives.

Negatives of all sizes will be welcome; small negatives, if clear,
make good enlargements, and many buildings now destroyed or hidden away
are recorded only in amateur snapshots.




All negatives given to us will be carefully indexed, with the name
of the photographer and donor permanently recorded, and prints may be
had from them as readily as if they were in the original owner's files.
Or negatives may be bequeathed and deposited with us with the stipulation
that, though indexed and available for study in our folios of prints,
they shall still remain under the owner's control during his lifetime,
and no prints be furnished to others without his consent.

Our immediate request is not only for negatives of early American
architecture to be preserved in perpetuity as national records, but that
friends who have collections of negatives be informed of the Library's
undertaking, or that the Library be informed of such collections.

Eventually we hope for funds with which to purchase professional
collections and undertake pictorial surveys of districts not yet properly
photographed. But such funds will necessarily be contingent upon the
general preliminary response to this undertaking.

LEICESTER B. HOLLAND
Chief, Division of Fine Arts




October 17, 1930

Mr. L. B. Holland, Chilef
Division of Fine Arts
Library of Congress
Washington, D. C.

Dear ¥r. Holland:

I have read with great interest your
circular letter of October 14 and the enclosure
that accompanied it concerning your project for
assembling photographs of specimens of early
American architecture. This project is of in-
terest to me not only from the point of view of
the Minnesota Historical Society but also in my
capacity as chairman of the Joint Committee on
Materials for Research of the American Council
of Learned Societies and the Social Science Re-
gearch Council. A survey has been made under my
direction for this committee c¢f the activities
of institutions and agencies with reference to
materials for research, and I shall be glad to
add this project to the statement that has al-
ready been prepared with regard to the activities
of the Library of Congress,

The Minnesota Historical Bociety has a
very large collection of pictures, including many
negatives, and there are doubtless a good many
among them that illustrate early American archi-
tecture, especially in this seotion of the country.
1 do not suppose that we would want to part with
our negatives, but it would be possible of course
to have copies made for your collection. I shall
ask the curator of our museum, who has charge of
the picture collection, to look into the matter.

I shall also ask the editor of our quarterly maga-
zine, Minnesota History, to call attention to your
project in the next issue.

Sincerely yours

SJB/H




October 21, 1930,

Mr., Buck:=

The project here announced by the Library of Congress
although too limited in scope in my judgment (Early American
Architecture), should prove useful and valuable over a period
of years, especlally if some sort of printed cards or slips
comparable to the L.C, cards can be issued for filing 1In various
libraries,

It seems to me, however, that the cocllection will have
to be mainly a picture collection, with the negatives as an auxw~
{liary collection. This of course is the case with our own collec~
tion comprising more than 39,000 pictures as compared with some
2,000 negatives, Photography did not come into use extensively until
the Middle eighteen fifties, and consequently there would be no
original negatives prior to that time. The engraver's art was at a
high peoint during the first half of the nineteenth century, and many
of his portrayals of places and scenes appear to be pretty accurate.
The lithographer, too, was doing good work along similar line:buring
the latter part of the same period, and his work can not be ighored,
The same thing may be sald of the wood block illustrators, If the
collection 1s to be restricted to photographs, all these portrayals
of American life and scenes will be lost,

In innumerable instamces where photographic prints exist,
the original negatives have heen destroyed, either through breakage,
scaling of the emulsion, or the sale of the negatives for old glass
which could be cleaned and used over agaln, Perhaps only one or two
prints will have survived, Another difficulty with negatives 1is the
frequent failure on the part of photographers to affix permanently
titles. In our own collection several hundred negatives are practi-
cally useless because they —are unidentified.

Copying of original plctures in hundreds of instances will
be virtually the only solution. Such negatives, of course, will be
useful but at best they are only copies, and the cost of such work
is considerable. Few institutions will be willing to send their only
original cbéples of pictures to Washington to be copiled agaln because
of the risk of loss in transit,

While approving the Library of Congress idea, and hoping
that they may gather up many loose negatives, I should be opposed
to our transferring any of our opiginal negatives to that collectlion,
A few duplicate "copy" negatives might be sent,

T;;fectfully subgitted,

~7 2/
qu or
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TELEPHONE: DIsTRICT 3395 : CABLE ADDRESs: ACOLS

AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SCCIETIES ,f’/

MEMBER OF THE

AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY, 1727 INTERNATIONAL UNION OF ACADEMIES AMERICAN ECONOMIC ASSOCIATION, 1885
AMERICAN ACADEMY OF ARTS AND SCIENCES, 1780 AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL ASSOCIATION, 1900
AMERICAN ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY, 1812 EXECUTIVE OFFICES AMERICAN ANTHROPOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION, 1902
AMERICAN ORIENTAL SOCIETY, 1842 907 FIFTEENTH STREET AMERICAN POLITICAL SCIENCE ASSOCIATION, 1904

1 IATION, BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA, 1904
AMERICAN PHILOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION, 1869 WASHINGTON, D.C. B ek
ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE OF AMERICA, 1879 AMERICAN SOCIOLOGICAL SOCIETY,

SOCIETY OF BIBLICAL LITERATURE AND EXEGESIS, 1880 HISTORY OF SCIENCE SOCIETY, 1924

MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA, 1883 LINGUISTIC SOCIETY OF AMERICA, 1924
AMERICAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION, 1884 lvth OCtObeI‘ 1950 s MEDIAEVAL ACADEMY OF AMERICA, 1925

Dear Buck:

I have just had a talk with L. J. Ragatz, whose
book on "The Decline of the Planter Class in the British
Caribbean", published by the American Historical Associa-
tion, you have probably seen.

As a by-product of this book, he has completed a
critical and descriptive bibllography, which he entitles
"A Guide to the Reference Works, Manuscripts, Documents,
and Literature for a History of the British West Indies
(1763-%834), including the Abolition and Emancipation Move-
ments.

This is rather an extraordinary plece of work, to
which Mr. Ragatz has devoted a good part of the last eight
years. He has exhausted the resources of the principal
libraries in this country - Yale, Harvard, New York Public,
Congress, etc. - as well as those of the British Museum,
Oxford, Cambridge, Bibliothéque Nationale, Royal Library of
Belgium, and several special libraries in London. He has
included a great deal of unique pamphlet and documentary
materiel, and in over two hundred cases he has been able to
identify the writers of anonymous pamphlets. He has even
discovered the amounts paid to the writers of a large number
of propaganda pamphlets, etc.

A hasty glance over the manuscript leads me to
think it is as good a piece of critical and descriptive
bibliography as one often sees. The extraordinary thing
about it is that it is complete and ready to go to the
printer.

He asked me for advice as to ways and means of get-
ting it published. I have suggested that he can hardly do
better than to ask the Historical Association to sponsor
it and to seek support for its publication. If the His-
torical Assoclation should be willing to do this, the matter
will probably come before the Joint Committee of the SSRC
and the ACLS, and I should be ready to urge that that Com-
mittee recommend that assistance be given to the Historical
Assoclatlon by the two councils for its publication. The




Dr. Solon J. Buck=--2--0Oct. 17, 1930

cost of publication ought hardly to exceed $4000. The
printed volume would have between six hundred and seven
hundred pages, and the composition all seems to be fairly
simple - there are some items in Spanish and some in
French, but most of the work is in English.

I am teking the matter up with Evarts Greene and
Dexter Perkins, for it falls right in with a hope of mine
that the Historical Association will establish a series of
tools of research. Of such a series, the Bibliography
of American Travel and this bibliography by Ragatz might be
the first numbers.

I shall talk with Greene about it on Thursday
night when he and I will have dinner together, and I
should be glad if possible tv learn before then what your
reaction as Chairman of the Joint Committee is, assuming,
of course, that upon examination the bibliocgraphy proves to
be as excellent as I represent it to be.

Most sincerely yours,

Wﬂ—

Waldo G. Leland,
Permanent Secretary

Dr. Solon J. Buck,
Minnesota Historical Society,
St . P&'lll s Minrl.
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Mr. Waldo G. Leland
907 « 15th Street
Washington, D. C.

Dear Leland:

Your letter of Octobér 17 reached me today and I am replying at
once. I am in a full agreement with you "bout the work of Mr. Ragatz.

* It seems to me that we need -many more such guides, and with one already
prepared,arrangements should be made for its uuLic;tion as promptly as
possible. The plan of having the AHA start a series of tools of re-
gsearch is a moet excellent one and I shall be glad to support it in any

way 30“91016. :

I have two asgistants at work on the bibliography of travel, one
full time and one a,;_ .n-t 1Tuﬂ ti e, and good progress is being
made,but I cannot fu%' z he ,e Ll t I ought to devote to 1t my-
self Holbrook 1s doing some { h on the gurvey of institutions
but here again I am hampered by lacl £ ;ime for consecutive work on it
myself.

I wondexr if there ig any possibd

ility of getting a research grant
or something of the sort that would enable me to take a leave of absence
from the University and the Soclety for three months or so, in order
that I might have time to devote to these various projects. If you know ,
of anything of the sort, I would welcome a suggestion.

I had a c“TT from Lynd the other dav and talked over various matters
with him in a general way. I brought up the question informally of pube
lication by our Joint Committee, and he seemed to think that there would
be no diffioculty, Doubtless you have noted the action recorded in our
minutes and I trust you will bring the matter before the ACLS in the
proper way and obtain such authority for our committee as may De neces-
sary.

There were two other matters with reference to our meeting that 1
want to remind you of. First you undertook to supply the members of the
committee with copiee of a report of a regional conference of the natiomal
research council at Chicago last spring, and secondly you were going to

| see about distributing to the statesthe material on historic sites col-
lected by a committee of the AHA, I presume that Binkley sent you a
complete 1list of the things that you are supposed to do in conneection
with the work of the committee. &




~.l'.o {}o IJ. - 10/8\:/!”\,:

I hope to receive before long the carbon of Holbrook's survey,
which you retained. e want, as you know, to send the sheets out to
the institutions concerned for and Lynd would also like an
opportunity to see some of the work.




e ke lria

- o Ta) y 1
October <0, 1970

Prof. Robert C. Binkley
jestern Reserve University
Cleveland, Ohio
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The New York Puhlic Library

Astor, Lenox and Tilden Foumdations

OFFICE OF THE

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
S5TH AVENUE & 42ND STREET

New York, November 6, 1930

Dr. Solon J. Buck
Minnesota Historical Society

8t. Paul, Minnesota
Dear Dr, Buck:

Binkley reminds me of my promise to send to you the
progress reports of the Bureau of Standards on the durability
of paper. These documents go forward to you today herewith,
May I ask that you keep them with care fitting to their im-
portance, and return them to me when you have finished reading
them?

With best wishes, as ever,

Very truly yours,

H-Mq&—gﬁrf

H. M. Lydenberg,
Enclosures Assistant Director
ED
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November 14, 1930

Prof. Robert C. Binkley
estern Reserve University
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Binkley:

You have prepared a moet excellent statement of the work of our
Joint Committee and I believe that it will servé the purpose admir-
~ably. T quite approve your suggestion of issuing it as circular no.
1 and also of asking Leland to send it out. I should think that the
editors might be asked to publish it in full or to summarize or ab-
gtract it as they may prefer. I fear, however, . that most of them
will not be willing to publish it in full. Perhaps the best solution
would be for Leland to publish it in his bulletin and then have a
large number of separates struck off ﬂnd mailed to the members of the
constituent associations . Leland would undoubtedly have some ideas on
this point.

1 do not see how Gras could possibly object to the points that
you have used from his report, but it might be well to be on the safe
gside and send him a copy of it.

I have made one or two minor corrections in the circular and want
to call attention to a few other points, Near-the beginning of the
third paragraph You state that we "undertook to survey the activities

of agencies which are collecting research materials." This survey is .
supposed to cover all agencies in the United States that are engaged

in any activities of importance pertaining to research material, in-
cluding not only collection but also preservation, bibliographical
work, and publication. It is not my understanding’that there is any
agreement to the effect that this survey will be printed as a bulletin
of the ACLS. Leland did say that he would print the list of printed
guides, inventories, calendars, ete. to source material in his bulletin.
You have not referred to this project, however, and I think it best to
say nothing about it at present. The more I consider it, the more
doubtful I am as to just how ite scope can be delimited.

In the last paragraph on the second page I would suggest that you
speak of "transportation collections® rather than'"transportation
libraries.® It is my recollection that Cole and Johnson are working
as a committee of some association of transportation libraries, and
if so this fact should be brought out rather than leaving it as a
personal enterprise of theirs.




. = 11/14/30 - 23

As I recall 1t, it was the need for regional activity in all
fields of collection rather than merely in the business history
field that was laid before the regional conferences, although it
is true that the Western Conference considered mainly, if not
solely, the business history field.

I doubt 1f the officers of the ACLS 'and the SSRC would approve
of giving publicity to our action in the matter of projects that
are still under consideration. This would apply to the negro his-
tory project and to the bibliography of economic history. Possibly
these projects might be referred to merely as ones that have been
considered by the committee, but without any statement of the action
taken.

I am sorry that I have not been able as yet to supply you with
illustrative material from the survey. Do yqQu still want it?'

Sincerely yours




November 14, 1930

Miss Clara A. Pfister
festern Reserve University
Cleveland, Ohlo

Dear Mises Pfister:

Thank you for sending me a copy of Mr.
Binkley's report on reproduction methods.

I think I will be able to get-along with-
out a statement of the things that the various mem-
bere of our committee have undertaken to do.

Our first lot of stationery was printed
under the direotion of Mr. Lynd of the SSRC, but
I see no reason why Mr. Binkley should not attend
to it hereafter. I had hoped that we might post-
pone the purchase of additional-stationery until
the firet of the year, as our available funds are
rather short. I could supply you with about a
hundred sheets from the stock on hand here if that
would serve your purpose for the time being. Per-
haps, however, Mr. Binkley could arrange with some
printer to print a new supply and wait until Janu-
ary for his payment. He could then use the new
stationery with his correct address and position
and I could use up the o0ld stationery. It will be
necessary also to add the name of Prof. Quinn on
the new stationery and that may make it necessary
to work out another arrangement for the lettelhead.
1 would suggest that the fourth line of the letter-
head be changed from "and" to "and the"; also that
the fifth line be spaced out to equal in length the
third line.

Sincerely yours




November 14, 1930

Prof. Robert C. Binkley
‘estern Reserve University
Cleveland, Ohilo

Dear Binkley:

In your letter of October 30 you ask for copies of
information gathered from Cleveland institutions. On exam-
ining the draft of the report I found only one Cleveland
institution represented, the Western Reserve Historical So-
ciety, and I have delayed replying in an effort to find out

why the other institutions were not included.

The explanation so far as the Cleveland Publio
Library is concerned appeare to be that the questionnaire
gsent to them was ignored. 1In the case of the University
it appears that Holbrook addressed the questionnaire to the
Adelbert College Library. He received a reply from MNr.
George F. Strong stating that the libraries of Western Re-
serve were in a process of reorganization and suggesting
that perhaps the inquiries should bhe referred to Mr. Herbert
§. Hirshberg as director of the University library. MNr.
Holbrook decided to take the matter up with Mr. Hirshberg
but thought it might be well to wait a while in view of the
reorganization referred to, and nothing further has been
done about 1t as yet.

I am sending you herewith such data as we have on
the Historical Society. If you could persuade the Public
Library to supply the information requested, we would be
very glad to receive it. Our supply of the circular letter
or questionnaire is exhausted, but we expect to get out some
more before long and we shall then endeavor to fill in the
gaps by means of follow-up letters, eto.

S8incerely yours
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Lansing B. Bloom to Solon J. Buck, Minnesota Historical Society,
Nov. 15, 1930 -- Extract.
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for—whieh—he—hed—beemrasked. I've had quite an interesting ex-
perience here in the photographing of source material. The Archive
General now has all of its mss. (which are open for study) bound
in volumes, and one result is that in many cases the writing runs
into the binding. The Library of Congress has a photostat machine
in service here, but it cannot handle this kind of material. I
have been using the Leica equipment, a light stand with a German
camera, less expensive and more portable than the Lamare which I
used in Spain for the Library, but using the same size cine film.
By using an ordinary sheet of w1nd0w—g1ass I have gotten very
legible results. I have had some delays and difficulties, but
I shall take home over 16,000 shots from four months of work, -
pretty good? I plan to o“ut down now for the season in about two
weeks and should be home by December 6th, - as I see I said above!
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November 21, 1930

Prof. Lansing B. Bloom
Hotel Geneve

8A Calle Liverpool 133
yexico City, Mexico

Dear Mr. Bloom:!

I have just received your letier of November 16. I took
no action with reference to your nrevioug letter until after the
October meeting of the gouncil of our society as 1 hoped to see
Mr. Jefferson Jones at that meeting and take up the matter with
him in person. tnfortunately, however, he did not attend the meet-
ing and there will not be another one for several months., Soon after
the meeting, therefore, I wWroie him a letter in which I quoted most
of your letter. No reply has been received to this, however.

£€$§§$33?1 do not want t0 make & nuisance of myself in

pressing this matter and yet I am anxious to help you in any way
possible. 1 would suggest, therefore, that you now write to MNr.
Carl %. Jones, publisher of the Minneapolis Journal. He is the
oldest son of H. V. Jones and apparently has the moet to do with
the book collection. I took up the matter originally with Jeffer-
son Jones because he is a member of our council and I am bettier
acquainted with him than with his brother. If you refer in your
letter to the previous negotiation and indicate your pressing need
for the photostats, I think 1t probable that you will get actlion.

The Minnesota Historical Soclety has no photostatg in
operation at present. ie would be willing to arrange for the re-
production of the book by the commercial photostat company that
doee work for us in St. Paul, but since the book ie in Minneapolis
it would seem to be better for one of the Joneses €O have i1t done

there.

1 am very much interested in the latter part of your let-
ter concerning your work in the Mexican archives. As chairman of
the Joint Committee on Kateriale for Research of the American Coun=
cil of Learned Societies and the gocial Science Research Counecil,

1 try to keep track of all such activities. The committee is also
study of methods of reproduction and equipment therefor,
and this moreover is a matter in which the Minnesota Historieal
Society is vitally interested just at present. I should like very
mach therefore to have moTe information concerning the Leica equip-
ment to which you refer in your letter -- especially where it can be
“obtained. Ve have some information about the lLamare outfit.

making a

Sincerely yours
B/H (gigned) Solon J. ‘Buck




JOINT COMMITTEE ON MATERIALS FOR RESEARCH

OF THE

AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES
AND

SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL

SOLON J. BUCK, Chairman NORMAN S. B. GRAS H. M. LYDENBERG
Minnesota Historical Society, St. Paul Harvard University New York Public Library

ROBERT C. BINKLEY WALDO G. LELAND CLARK WISSLER
Swmih—Gottese American Council of Learned Societies American Museum of Natural History




JOINT COMMITTEE ON MATERIALS FOR RESEARCH -

OF THE
AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES

AND

SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL

SOLON J. BUCK, Chairman NORMAN S, B. GRAS H. M. LYDENBERG
Minnesota Historical Society, St. Paul Harvard University New York Public Library

ROBERT C. BINKLEY WALDO G. LELAND CLARK WISSLER
American Council of Learned Societies American Museum of Natural History

LCUGI : I JU .




in :
would be %o

ol ]
€ a nsi<te
Cica :




December 5, 1930

Prof. Robert C. Binkley
Western Reserve University
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Binkley:

1 want to acknowledge your letter of December 2 with en-
closures, all of which meet with my approval. The bill for
seoretarial services will be sent through at once. I am also
very glad to have the copy of the statement of things that
the various members of the committee have undertaken to do,
which I have received from Miss Pfister.

I am enclosing herewith a copy of a letter from Gras }/x”'

which will interest you. This is the first that I had heard
about any change in policy on the part of the Council.

Holbrook is doing some work on the survey of activities,
but I have been able to squeeze out very little time %o de-
vote to it. My work at the University will be much lighter,
however, after the first of the year and I expect to be able
to push some other things more effectively.

As a result of your stirring up the Cleveland Publioc
Library, we received a letter {rom someone there. She evi-
dently mixed up our inguiry with an earlier one from Ogg and
1 have asked Holbrook to set her straight. I find that we
shall have to reprint our questionnaire and get out a number
of form letters, but we cannot do this until more stationery
is available. I would suggest that you have about a thousand

sheets printed and send half of it to me.

I do not think that we should try to have any formal
gathering of members of our committee at Boston, but I hope
to have an opportunity to talk things over with you.

Sincerely yours




December 8, 1930

Prof. Robert C. Binkley
Western Reserve University
Cleveland, Ohio

fear Binkley:

1 wonder if you, Gras, Leland, and I
oan't get together for a breakfast in Boston
on Wednesday, December 31, for an informal dis-
cussion of matters of interest to the Joint
Committee.

On checking up the accounts'I find
that there will be fifty or sixty dollars avail-
able for such expenditures as you may need to
make out of the appropriation for the current
year. I suppose that this will take care of
your oclerical and incidental expenses for. Decem-
bér and also leave enough to pay for stationery.

S8incerely yours




JOINT COMMITTEE ON MATERIALS FOR RESEARCH
of the
ACLS and the 88RO

Expenditures for 1930, estimated in part,
and estimates for 1931

1930 1931

Services of investigators 1,150.00 800.00
Clerical services 140.00 250.00
Travel (committee meetings) 532.95 300.00
Supplies and mimeographing 120,00 25.00
Postage 40.00 25.00

1,982.95 1,500,00

One half to be appropriated by each council., The S.8.R.C.
has already allotted $750 for 1921,

December 8, 1930
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December 11,1930,
Professor Solon J.Buck,
Minnesota Historical Society,
St. Paul, Mihnesota.

Dear Buck:

I am in favor of the idea of breakfast
with you, Leland and Gras, and will save Wednesday,

December 3lst for that purpose.

Miss Pfister is ordering stationery, and
will send it on to you as soon as the printer gets
through with the job.

Very sincerely yours,

Western serve University




December 12, 1930

Dr. Waldo G. Leland, Secretary
American Council of Learned Socleties
007 Fifteenth Street

Washington, 0. C.

Dear Leland:

I have received your letters of December 8 and
10. There will be no difficulty, I think, about finances
for the Joint Committee if the appropriation for 1931 can
be ready early in February for the paymwent of January bills.

If you find that you are not to be in Boston on

Wednesday morning, Deocember 31, we will manage some way to
et together on WMonday. I shall probably not arrive until
about 10:00 o'eclock and I have an important luncheon engage-
ment. I had expected to attend the Miesissippl Valley Hie-
torical Association dinner but would be willing to ocut that
if neceseary, or we could cut the reception in the evening.

Various problems relating to the allocation of
fields of collection to libraries appear to be coming to a
head. The committee on public administration of the 8.8.R.C.
is proposing to hold a conference of librarians and White,
the chairman, at the suggestion of Lynd, has asked our co-
operation. Schlesinger has sent me a copy of a letter from
Frank Tannexnbaum of the Brookings‘Ihstitution concerning the
need of interesting some institution in collecting the
pamphlet and leaflet material relating to the Mexican revolu-
tion. From Gerould I have just received a long letter askiyg
the aid of our committee in working out a project for the
more adequate collection and distribution of the serial pub-
lications of foreign governments.

I am very glad to know that you have been appointed
chairman of the finance committee of the A.H.A.

Sincerely yours

B/H

M%Gw




December 19, 1930

Prof. Robert C. Binkley

Western Reserve University
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Binkley:

Leland expeots to have to leave Boston
Monday evening, so I am scheduling the meeting

-

of our group for Monday afternoon at four-thirty

in my room at the Copley-Plaza.
fliot with the reception but I

This will con-
will not mind missing that.

trust that you

Sincerely yours






