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AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES
AND THE

SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL

SOLON ]. BUCK, Chairman
Minnesota Historical Society, St. Paul

ROBERT C. BINKLEY, Secretary WALDO G. LELAND ARTHUR H. QUINN
Western Reserve University American Council of Learned Societies University of Pennsylvania

NORMAN S. B. GRAS H. M. LYDENBERG CLARK WISSLER
Harward University Neaw York Public Library American Museum of Natural History

The accompanying statement is submitted for your correction or
approval, It is one of many similar statements compiled in the course of
this committee's survey of the activities of American agencies in collect-
ing, preserving, listing, and publishing materials for research in the
fields of the humanistic and social sciences., The statement is necessarily
summary in character, but if it omits or inadequately describes any signi-
ficant accomplishment, activity, or project along the lines indicated, it
should be revised before publication.

For your guidance in this connection, the questions asked of all
agencies may be repeated, in substance, as followst

1. What subjects, fields, or types of material are you emphasizing in the
development of research collections? Some indication of the char-
acter and extent of your present holdings of research material would
be welcome, but the emphasis should be on growing and projected col-
lections and any special provision made for their development.

Does the institution co-operate with any others of like purpose with a
view of accomplishing jointly what one could not do alone, or of
dividing the field of collection to avoid duplication?

Are you conducting any investigations or experiments, or employing
other than generally recognized means, to prolong the life of such
materials as newspapers, manuscripts, and maps, or to preserve the
matter in them?

What catalogues, lists, or other guides to materials for research in
your collections or elsewhere have been or are being compiled or pub-
lished by your institution?

To what extent and through what mediums does the institution reproduce
(in print, by photostat, or otherwise) source material as such!?

If no reply is received in the near future we shall assume that
our statement is satisfactory.

Very truly yours,

F, I, Holbrook
Investigator for the Committes
Historical Building, 8%. Paul
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January 8,1931,

Professor Solon J.Buck,
Minnesota Historical Society,
St. Paul, Minn.

Dear Buck:
Below is a quotation from a letter written

by Carl Louis Gregory, Motion Picture Engineer, New
Rochelle, New York.

"Ordinarily the motion picture industry makes

no distinction in the manner in which they store
dramatic pictures and cartoon comedies, etec. They
are placed in tin boxes in film storage vaults,

woich correspond closely to the specifications
furnished by the Board of Underwriters, a copy

of which you can probably secure through your
insurance agent. The news reel companies usually
break up their news reels according to subject

and classify them in much the same manner as
clippings are classified in a newspaper morgue.

Any subject which might possibly be used again; such
as historical subjects, events concerning the lives
of prominent men, etc., are thus preserved, while
the transient events are kept for a short period
and then destroyed."

Very truly yours,

Western Res@rve University




AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES

MEMBER OF THE
INTERNATIONAL UNION OF ACADEMIES

EXECUTIVE OFFICES
907 FIFTEENTH STREET
WasHINGTON, D. C.

9%h January 1931.
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THE MEMBERS OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON
ESEARCH OF THE SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH

T NT AT AMBRTALY AATTMITT
$18 'u.‘.'ulL L B Juli_a Al LG AN COUNUCLL OJ.'

LEARNED. SOCIETTIES:
rentlemens:

Enclosed will be found the project for-an inven-
tory of manuscripts relating to American history and.litera-
ture.

The Committee voted at its last meeting that this
should be sent to the members for an expression of their
approvel by mail.

By agreement with the Chairman and Secretary of the
Committee, I ask that you send your votes directly to me
for transmittal to the Secretary, as I am anxious to present
the project to the American Council of Learned Socletles at
its annual meeting the end of this month, and that procedure
will save time.

Very sincerely yours,

//¢2£:E£}Crff£%£%314~ﬂ“*

Waldo G. Leland,
Permanent Secretary.




PROPOSED INVENTORY OF
MANUSCRIPTS IN THE UNITED STATES RELATING
TO AMERICAN HISTORY AND LITERATURE

This project has its inception in independent pro

posals of the Historical Menuscripts Commlission of the Amer-
ican Historical Association and of the American Literature
Group of the Modern Language Assoclation.

A conference to discuss these plans was held in
the Librery of Congress on April 5, 1930, and reached an
agreement as to the general character, scope, and method of
the undertaking, as follows:

The inventorying of historical and literary mate=-

on a8 & Joint undertaking of stud-
ents of Americen history and of American literature,
not as two separate enterprises.
that the preparation of a com-
plete and detailed catalogue of all manuscript materlals in
the Unlted States relatling to Amerlcan history and lltera-
ture would require sources money and personnel far be-

a4

yond the present plan. It is belleved,
however, that the terprlse g 1t 1is X to conduct
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ennually, leaving $7,600 for temporary

chiefly in the field, and for expenses of travel.
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Western Reserve University,
Cleveland, Ohio,
January 14,1931,

Hembers of the Joint Comnmittee
On Materials For Research.

Gentlemen}

The enclosed "Circular Wumber I" was
sent on January 7th to forty-two of the learned
publications. It will aleo be published in the Bulletin
0f The American Couneil of Learned Soclieties,

I also enclose a correction-she
4

et,
be attached to the Minutes of the Joint Commi tee,

Meeting, Branford, Oonn,, September 13-13,1930,

Sincerely yours,

Robert O, Binkley

Secretary-Joint Committee on
Materials for Research




January 14, 1971

Professor Robert C. Binkley
iestern Reserve University
Jleveland, Ohilo

Dear Binkley:

I enclose herewith for your information and files copies
of a number of letters that I have written.

I find that we will need around 700 letter-heade for form
letters that we are planning to get out in connection with the
survey. ¢ have about that number now, I thinkA perhaps a little
less, and I wonder whether you can spare about 200 more soon. How

- many did you have printed? I think I suggested a thousand, but at
that time I did not realize that we would need so many more for
the survey.. Béefore we have another printing, I want to try to
devise a new layout for the letter-head.

I am enclosing aleo a copy of the memorandum from Cole
and Johnsdn., This is the one that Leland gave Me in Boston.
A couple dDf days later, Gras handed me the original; so I am
sending this copy on to you for your files.

You will be interested to know tha$ Dixon R. Fox of Columbia
and I have been appointed a committee of two of the American
Historical Assoclation to confer with Lydenberg, representing the
Bibliographical Society of America, with regard to the revision
of Larned's Literature of American History.

Thank you for your letter of January 8 concerning the
distribution of census schedules. In this connection I am sending
you herewith a 1ist of the original schedules for Minnesota that
were sent out by Census Bureau and are now in the possession of
the Minnesota Historical Society. Some of thes=e schedules are
parts of wolumes which, I judge, hawvh been bound up with! the
population schedules, and the volumes, apparently, were torn
apart at the time of the dispersion. It seems to me that an
ipventory should be made of all census schedules, state and nation-
424 avallable in the country. You may recall my statement to the
effect that the United Research Company of Chicago was undertaking
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a survey of this sort. Some time ago, they sent me, at my request,
the correspondence received in response to their inquiry. It is
not very illuminating, however, for their letters were addressed

to the secretaries of state, and these officials usually misunder-
stood them, I am going to make an abstract of the information
contained in the correspondence before returning it, and I think I
shall suggest to the company that I can supply them with the names
of people in most of the states who would be more likely to furnish
the desired information.

Your letter of January 8 concerning the preservation of
motion picture films was also received., 1 will file it,along with
other materia;)on this subject for future oconsideration.

Sincerely yours
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January 16,1931,
Professor Solon J.Buck,
Minnesota Historical Society,
8t. Paul, Minnesota.

Dear Buck:

The enclosed list of institutions
which have received Census Schedules may be useful

to you in compiling your survey.

Sincerely yours,

Western Reserve University




for Agricu re, Hortality, Industry,
tliotioe, and Delective, Dependent, and
nt olas ] % t the censuses
or all statee

0 T uen i
of 18850, 1680, 1870, and 1880 (

except Oklahoma) were forwarded in 1918 and
1919 to librarlies, historicsl socleties and

e Au R.Chaptere, Ko other census sochedulss have
been decentralized
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January 17,1931.

Professor Solon J.Buck,
Minnesota Historical Society,
St. Paul, Minnesota.

Dear Buck:

Thank you for your very encouraging letter of January 1l4th
and for the enclosures.

The 300 sheets of paper are going forward to you. And
you have no doubt received the minutes of the Boston meeting.

Your list of census schedules received from Washington
indicates that the information they gave me on the subject was
sketchy and incomplete. I enclose a copy of their letter,which
makee it appear that all of the named schedules for all of the
years were deposited in the various institutions. Evidently this is
not the case. The additional decentralized schedules which are
deposited in local offices are probably schedules which were never
forwarded to Washington. I quote from Wright and Hunt "History
and Growth of the United States Qensus":

"An examination of the census records on file

in the Department of the Interior building shows
that, in all probability, the provisions of law
requiring the original returns of the first four
enumerations to be transmitted to the Secretary
of State were not fully complied with by the
clerks of the district and superior courts, as in
many instances the returns for the entire state or
district are missing,"

loreover, as you doubtless know, down to 1890 there were duplicate
schedules deposited with the clerks of county courts.

The exact status of these schedules ought to appear in
the archive survey, which I hope you persuaded Ramsdell to undertake,

Very sincerely yours,

Westgrn Reserve University




STANFORD UNIVERSITY

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

StanForp UniversiTy, CALIFORNIA

18 July 1930

Dr. Solon J. Buck
Minnesota Historical Society
St. Paul, Minn,

Dear Dr. Buck:

Of course I am delighted to serve on the
Committee.

I enclose a memorandum, a too tardy reply
to your letter and enclosures of June 25th. The
conclusion is an endorsement of part of Woodson's

scheme, but uncertainty as to that part of it which
has to do with the copying of archives.

. Until September 1lst I will be here at
Stanford University, address 550 Palo Alto Avenue,
Palo Alto, California. I am leaving Smith College
to teach next year at Western Reserve University,
taking over Professor Bourne's work, I hope to be
able to get to the September meeting. The later it
comes in September, the better for me.

Sincerely,

V5 S
Mﬂfj— Z; /e '/‘/:..-'.'Eai';’ia_f__f

Enclosures.
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January 14,1931,
Professor Solon J,Buck,
Minnesota Historical Society,
St. Panl, Minnesota.

Dear Buck:

This is my draft of the Minutes.

As soon as it has your correction

and approval, I will circulate copies to the other

members of the committee.

Very sincerely yours,
(Robed—. ﬁwb/é&/y

Western Reserve University




AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES

MEMBER OF THE
INTERNATIONAL UNION OF ACADEMIES

EXECUTIVE OFFICES
907 FIFTEENTH STREET
WASHINGTON, D. C.

19th January 1931.
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January 21,1931,
Professor Solon J.Buck,
Minnesota Historical Society,
St. Paul, Minn,

Dear Buck:

I find that Professors Paterson and Tinker of the
Psychology Department of University of Minnesota have

apparatus all set up for the legibility experiments that

I have in ming. I think I can arrange with them to help

out the work on methods of reproduction, and I am sending

you this note so that you can keep in touch with things.

Very sincerely yours,

Western Regefve Univereity
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January 22,1931,

Professor Solon J.Buck,
Minnesota Historical Society,
8t. Paul,Minn,

Dear Buck:

A letter from Leland, dated January 19th, informs
me that all the members of the committee have approved
the memorandum on a manuscript materials'! inventory. I
take it that this concludes our action on the matter, and
that no further formalities are necessary.

As soon as you have had a chance to look over and
correct the minutes of the last meeting, I will circulate

them to the members who were not present, if you think it
wise.

Very sincerely yours,

Western Reserve University
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January 26,1931,

Professor Solon J,Buck,
Minnesota Historical Society,
St. Paul, UMinnesota.

Dear Buck:
Did you decide to buy the Ansco apparatus?

I have assumed that you were waiting for my report
and that you didn't buy it.

I ¢an see that the time is soon coming when
the manufacturers of photographic apparatus will hes-
itate to do more work for us free of charge. I am
working them as hard as I can by correspondence, to get

the maximum out of them. When the time comes that I
have all I can get, I will want to turn to someone with
scholarly interests who owns the Ansco and the Leica
outfit. The Library of Congress has the Lemare outfit,

If you have bought the Ansco, I know that I can

depend upon you. If not, do you happen to know of anyone
who has our kind of interest and who owns this apparatus?

Western Reserve University




January 26, 1931

Prof. Robert C. Binkley
Western Reserve University
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Binkley:

1 have received your communications of January 14, 21, and
22. I am sorry that the pressure of work connected with the
annual meeting of the Minnesota Historical Society has prevented
me from attending to them sooner.

Your draft of minutes of our meeting in Boston is returned
herewith with some corrections noted. The following changes
should also be made: no. 11, second paragraph, should read:'The
League of Minnesota Municipalities has drafted an act to author-
ize the destruction of municipal documents with a similar provi-
slion for turning them over to the Historical Society if desired.

A single act covering the whole matter and more clearly drawn
would seem to be desirable.” This should not be a separate para-
graph but added to the first paragraph of eleven. No. 12 (4)
should read:“Gerould of Princeton now asks for the assistance of
the committee in promoting codperation among libraries in the
collection of the serial publications of foreign governments.” No.
18, the last sentence, should read: “It was agreed that the matter
of obtaining funds for a new edition of the catalog of railway
material could come before the Joint Committee only when referred
to it by a parent body.'

I think the heading that you have used on the draft of the
minutes is exoellent. It certainly should not be referred to as
the third, or any other meeting of the committee, for that might
get us into trouble with the members who were not there. 1I think,
however, that copies of these minutes should be sent to all mem-
bers of the committee.

In looking over some of the correspondence recently I came
across & letter from Lynd dated February 2l, 1930, in which he said
that 0. W. New of MoMaster University in Toronto and SchmeckeBier
at the Brookings Institution are said to be interested in the prob-
lem of the preservation of material; that the latter had prepared a
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monograph on the subject and is engaged on another; and that it
might be worth while for us to get in touch with them. As you

are working on this problem, I will pass on the suggestion to you.

i noted also in a letter from Dr. Wilson, president of the 8.8.R.C.,
dated March 10, 1930, an intimation that all actions proposed by
our committee should be passed upon by the committee on problenms
and policy in advance. I assume, therefore, that we have made an
error of procedure in taking up the matter of the proposed archives
survey with the Public Archives Commission of the A.H.A. without
first getting permission from the committee on p. and p. The A.C.L.S.
fortunately appears to be lese addicted to red tape and perhaps

we can assume that in this case we were acting as a committee of
the A.C.L.S. rather than of the 8.8.R.0C. We must keep in mind

this restriction in the future, however.

I shell get in touch with Professors Paterson. and Tinker and
endeavor to find out something about their legibility experiments.

Sincerely yours
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January 29,1931,

Professor Solon J.Buck,
Minnesota Historical Society,
St. Paul, Minn.

Dear Buck:

Thank you for your letter of the twenty-sixth,
I have straightened up the matter of the salary payment,
and enclose a voucher for January.

Do you think that the excerpt from Wilson's
letter intimating that all actions proposed by our
Committee should be passed upon by the Committee on
Problems and Policy in advance should be gent to the
members in a circular letter?

Very sincerely yours,

Western Reserve University
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January 30,1931,
Professor Solon J.Buck,
Minnesota Historical Society,
8t. Paul,Minnesota.

Dear Buck:

The Ansco corporation has called a halt on the experiments
which I was asking them to do and which they at first consénted to do.
I explained to them that these experiments are of practical use in
sales policy, because it was upon them that your recommendation would
be based. I also explained to them that these experiments and the
report based on them would affect purchases by other institutions
such as yours, and I did in fact cite your case as a practical
instance.

Now I get from them a letter in which they say that "in the
case of an individual instance like that of the Minnesota Historical
Society which you mention, it would be much more practical and
certainly less expensive for us if we were to ship the equipment on an
approval basis, letting the people interested try the thing out for
themselves and see whether it proves satisfactory."

As I am writing to them, this misses the whole point, which
is that we want comparative data .

Would you care to write to the Agfa Ansco Corporatiom (Mr.
B.B.Snowden is the man with whom I have been corresponding) saying that
I have spoken of the correspondence and that in your case and in the
case of others similarly interested,the only trustworthy guide to
purchase would be a report based upon an objective comparison of the
competing kinds of apparatus.

It is hard to get these business men to see our point of
view, The Leica people are a good deal more scientific, and they
have (I think) a good deal more confidence in their instrument.

Very sincergly yours,
%Jw/%

Western Reserve Upiversity
RB/P

Enc.
P.S.=— Enclosed is correspondence with Ansco, which I would

ask you to kindly note and return,




JOINT COMMITTEE ON MATERIALS FOR RESEARCH

AND THE

SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL

SOLON ]. BUCK, Chairman
Minnesota Historical Society, St. Paul

ROBERT C. BINKLEY, Secretary WALDO G. LELAND ARTHUR H. QUINN
Western Resercww University American Council of Learned Societies . University of Pennsylvania

NORMAN S. B. GRAS H. M. LYDENBERG CLARK WISSLER
Harward University Neaw York Public Library American Museum of Natural History

A OF THE
UV// Lw} AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES
W

February 22,1931,
(Dictated Jan.3l)

Professor Solon J.Buck,
Minnesota Historical Society,
t. Paul, Minnesota.

Dear Buck:

I discover that the Carnegie Foundation
has appropriated $425,000 to buy books for liberal
arte libraries. They do not give money to the
libraries, but they buy books for them and deliver
the books.,

It seems to me that here there is already
set up and running the kind of purchasing agency
which would be necessary if a cartel of larger
libraries would wish to pool their purchasing orders
for documents or other types of material requiring
special treatment,

Should we undertake to sound Keppel
on this?

Very sincerely yours,

(Al P
Western Reserve University
RB/P
Copy to
Leland




February 3,

Snowden

{« 0. Binkley of Western Reserve
secretary of the above committee,
, hi ent correspond-

.
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hic ecsuinment for

‘i“"lty t" mak
port that coul
inutltat*?“ﬂ
equipment of

For examp’ the Minnesota Historical Soclety,
of which I am the superintendent, expects fto install
equipment for the reproduction of ““nvﬂr'*n*ﬁ, mapd, o
newspapers, ete., on films and also equipment for the °
use of such filme by investigators. But we shall not
do so until we can cbtain comparative information
about the various makes of equipment :‘:1"*i1::ble and

o

thelr appropriateness for our narnonu

I assure you that the Joint Committee and the
two councile that it serves as well as many interested
institutions and individuals will appreciate your co-
operation with Mr. Binkley in such experiments as may

' be necessary to enable him to prepare a scientifically
accurate report.

Sincerely yours




February 3, 1931

Prof. Robert C. Binkley
Western Reserve University
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Binkley:

I have your letters of January 26 and 30 concerning reproduc-
tion problems. A copy of a letter that I have just written %o 1%
Snowden is enclosed herewith and I am returning also your corre-
spondence with him. As you will note from my letter to him, we
have not purchased an outfit as yet and do not intend to do so
until we have more definite information.

Such information as we have concerning the Ansco camera indi-
cates that it takes plctures on a single frame only, and it seems
to me that a double frame camera is essential.

Mr. D. A. Leonard, who represents the Ansco people here, sug-
gested that we correspond with the Spencer Lens Company of Buffalo,
New York. Hiss Nute has done 80 and I am sending the correspond-
ence to you herewith. Please return it at your early convenience,
ags the last letter has not been answered as yet,

Have you had any correspondence with Martin of the Library of
Congress concerning these matters? It seems to me that we should
work in close codperation with him. Any equipment for reading
films that we may get should be so adjusted that it can be used
with the Library of Congress films, as we shall undoubtedly want
to borrow films from them from time to time. I have yet to learn
any reason why the film with the sprocket holes is more satisfac-
tory than- the other varieties. Do you know which kind the Leica
people use?

Perhaps 1 have already told you that Professor Lansing B. Bloom
of the University of New Mexico has been making extensive use of the
Leica equipment in the Mexican archives. He wrote me that it is
less expensive and more portable than the Lemare, which he used in
Spain for the Library of Congress, and that he got better results
with it. Would it not be well for you to correspond with him?

While I appreciate the importance of exact scientific experiment
it seems to me that what there is a most orying need for right now is
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a report desoribing the different kinds of available equipment
and indicating the ways in which each can or cannot be used on
the basis of information available at present.

The University of Minnesota history department is thinking
of installing a projector for film slides and it is possible that
one of the Ansco cameras may be purchased with a view to using it in
making such film slides from pictures, maps, eto. This, I under-
stand,1s the purpose for which the camera was originally designed
and such of its work of this sort as I have seen seems to be ex-
cellent.

8incerely yours




February %, 1931

Dr. Waldo G. Leland
907 - 15%h Street
Washington, D. C.

Jear Leland:

Your letter of Jancary 14 concerning the proposed
manusoript survey was duly received as was also your
circular letter to members of the Joint Committee of
January 19 enclosing copies of the revised plans. It
seems to me that the project is very well worked out.

I like especially the proposal that results of the sur-
vey should be made available as promptly as possible
without waiting for its completion. I quite agree with
Putnam and Jameson that it 1s unlikely that the work can
be completed in five years, but I feel that even if it
is never completed what is done will be all to the good
provided it 1is published.

I should like to see ultimately some sort of a
permanent organization built up that would continue in-
definitely to assemble and publish information about
manuscript material that comes to 1light, or more de-
talled information about material that may previously
have been noted.,

Did you have an opportunity to take up the matter
of the reversion of the balance of Joint Committee
funds? Miss Allen seems to think that the only way we
can get the use of this money is for both councils to
reappropriate 1it.

B8incerely yours




February 3, 1931

Prof. Robert C. Binkley
Western Reserve University
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Binkley:

L shall endeavor to reply to several of your
letters., First to your letter of January 28, I have re-
vised the vouchers that you enclosed for form and am send-
ing them in for payment. Copies of them are enclosed

herewith, and it will save me time if future vouchers can
be made out in this form and sent to me in duplicate, as
I need to preserve a copy here.

Is it your expeotation to send through a bill for
$33.33 for secretarial services per month throughout the
year? If so, we may have to ask for a supplementary appro-
priation. At any rate I should like some estimate as to
probable expenses to be incurred under your direction during
the year. What about the bill for the stationery? 1If I
remember correctly, that has not been sent in as yet.

; I do not think it necessary to send the excerpt
from Wilson's letter with reference to our subordination to
the committee on p. and p. to the other members of our com-
mittee, as none of them, except possibly Leland, would be
likely to take any action to which exception could be taken.
I shall take, the matter up with Leland before long.

Your letters concerning reproduction problems will
be answered separately.

Sincerely yours
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JOINT COMMITTEE ON MATERIALS FOR RESEARCH {
OF THE

AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES
AND THE

SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL

SOLON ]. BUCK, Chairman
Minnesota Historical Society, St. Paul

ROBERT C. BINKLEY, Secretary WALDO G. LELAND ARTHUR H. QUINN
Western Reserwe University American Council of Learned Societies Uniwversity of Pennsylvania

NORMAN S. B. GRAS H. M. LYDENBERG CLARK WISSLER
Harward University Neaw York Public Library American Museum of Natural History
February 5,1931.
Professor Solon. J.Buck,
Minnesota Historical Society,
St. Paul,Minn,

Dear Buck:

I am returning herewith the correspondence with the Spencer

Lens Company, um24'°¢¢¢477‘225222256h

I have of course been in correspondence with Martin and with
others, and think you may be interested in getting an idea of the
results we are arriving at.

Only four types of photographic apparatus,-—the EKA Ampligraph
used by lartin, the Cinescope manufactured in Belgium, the Ansco, and
the Leica,--require comparative study. The Spencer Delineascope is
equipped for projection, but not for photography.

These four types of apparatus I plan to compare by finding
first of all the total amount of printed matter that each can handle
by the method of reduction and projected enlargement. This is the
factor of resolving power, together with the factor of size of frame.

Then the second point will be convenience in operation. In
getting material on this I am taking the addresses of as many users of
all these kinds of apparatus as I can find, and asking them about the
practical experience with the different types.

The exact scientific experimentation I am doing is necessary
in order to test resolving power, because I want to rate these four
cameras in order of their resolving power and in order of their con-
venience.

Another part of the report will have to do with the photostat,=-—
its limitations and an analysis of its costs. Then the offset printing
devices, of which there are at least four that require a separate report.

And finally the optical means of reading directly print that is
too small for ordinary use.

I hope to get this work speeded up sufficiently so that the
report will be about ready for our next meeting in September,

I am especially glad to receive any names that come to your
attention of people who are using any of these devices for purposes




Professor Solon J,Buck (cont,)

parallel to ours, I am writing to Bloom at New Mexico,

Very singcerely yours,

Western Reserve University

RB/P
Enc,

P.8. —— Is any action of ours required on Gras's resolution of Jan-

uary 29th? Is it to be circulated and voted in the way that
Leland's motion was?




AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES

MEMBER OF THE
INTERNATIONAL UNION OF ACADEMIES

EXECUTIVE OFFICES
907 FIFTEENTH STREET
WAsHINGTON, D. C.

5th February 1931.

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE OF THE
SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL.AND THE
AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES
ON MATERIALS FOR RESEARCH:

Gentlemen: |

At the annual meeting of the American Council
of Learned Societies‘held in New York City on January
31, 1931, the recommendation of the Joint Committee
that the project for an inventory of manuscript mate-

ials for American history and literature be endorsed
was adopted.

The Executive Committee has been authorized
to seek support jointly with the Social Science Research
Council for the undertaking. I understand that the
project will go before the Committee on Problems and
Policy of the Social Science Research Council in the
near future.

Very sincerely yours,

/€Z£Lc;aﬂ?‘§iyfﬁ”ﬁﬁhﬂ=-“‘L*
Waldo G. Leland,
Permanent Secretary.
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JOINT COMMITTEE ON MATERIALS FOR RESEARCH
OF THE

AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES
AND THE

SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL

SOLON ]J. BUCK, Chairman
Minnesota Historical Society, St. Paul

ROBERT C. BINKLEY, Secretary WALDO G. LELAND A.RTH.UR H. QUIN&!
Western Reserwe University American Council of Learned Societies University of Pennsylvania

NORMAN §. B, GRAS H. M. LYDENBERG CLARK WISSLER

Harward University Neaw York Public Library American Museum of Natural History

February 5,1931,
Professor Solon J, Buck,
Minnesota Historical Society,
St. Paul, Minn,

Dear Buck:
I owe you a historical explanation of my secretarial problem,

When I came here, I had my work done for a while without anyone
regularly in the office. Them I told the university that I estimsted
that about one-third of a secretary's time would be taken by the work
of the Joint Committee, and that if the university would pay six hundred
dollars I would supply the three hundred dollars, and that any deficieney
which might arise (if the contribution of the Joint Committee were less
than three hundred) I would make up out of my own pocket.

The past three months! experience has shown that the propor-
tion of time taken for Joint Committee work is more, rather than less
than the one-third. Therefore I plan to send in a monthly bill for

33.33 up to and through the month of June. This would leave me a
seventy-dollar deficit for work done in October and November. I would
like to have this taken up by the Joint Committee also.

The bill for stationery has not come in yet from the univer-
8ity; but when it comes, it will be forwarded in regular fomm. The
ten dollars for stamps leaves us a good supply on hand. The only other
type of expense which is likely to come about would be this,--that some
of the work done in the photographic research may have to be paid for.
I am trying to get as much of this done free as is possible, and zm
writing about the state of that ingquiry in another letter.

It would really have been impossible to define an amount
necessary for secretarial expenses until experience had shown how
far they were likely to run up. If this estimate is going to thrown
the budget of the Joint Committee off balance, I would wish to consider
the possibility of making a personal contribution, before we appeal
to the parent bodies on an item of this kind. Next year I hope you
can put this on an appropriation basis.

Very sincerely yours,

Western Reserve Universit




s




Cleveland, Ohio,
February 19,1931,

To the Members of the

Joint Committee on Materials for
Research:

The following report on paper durability

may be of interest to members of the committee:

"The Durability of Paper®
Report of the Special Qommittee get up
by the Library Association

The Library Association:
26~ 37 Bedford Square, London, ¥,C0.1

One Shilling, ¥
Yours very truly,

Robsrt C,Binkley
Western Reserve University




AMORICATT HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIOR

By the direction of the Ixecutive Committec of the

ol

Association, arr undertalking to circularize the members

of Departments of History in American universities with
a view to determining pro jects of search of a post-
doctoral charactcr actually under way thercin., The ob-
jects of this circular are three: to cdetermine

are the existing tendencies in historical

reveal those areas most strikingly neglected in histori-
cal activity, and to procure inrformation as to the most

A

tasks to be undertaken in the ficld ol biblio=
graphical aids and in the publication of source materials,
I am asliing you
questionnaire and rei
hardly say that the wvaluec of
making will depcind in no small degree upon
ness of the data securcd and that your full cooperation

will be thercfore most highly apprcciatcc,

Yours very truly,

University

Rochestcer,




1, What rcscarch projcet you at this datc
completed and recady T publication?

rcscarch projects have you uvnder way and in what

they at

3. What recscarch projccts
[ =]
>

in your spccial ficld have not
yvet been undcrtaken and C speed

rtancc?

fale
s

bibliogranhical aids
provided?

suzgestions as to the publication of
through the agencic . tho sociation?

tc, if instanccs oceur to you, cascs of actual
becing carricd on which you think not likely to
rcachcé by the oneloscd circular,

Signaturc

Porkins, University of Rochcstor,




March 3, 1931

Prof. Robert C. Binkley
Western Reserve University
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Binkley:

I have had t0 negleot my correspondence on Joint Committee
matters during the last month in order to get some other things
done. With reference to the secretarial problem referred to in
your letter of February 5, I think we had better let things run
on as they are for the time being. My owm solution of the secre-
tarial problem has been to utilize members of the staff of the
Minnesota Historical Society and pay them by the hour for work
actually done., Thie amounts to considerably less than one-third
of a person's time;, even including the work done for Mr. Holbrook
in connection with the survey. 1 take it, however, that your
assistante aid you not only in the work properly chargeable to
your position as secretary but also in connection with the various
investigations that you are carrying on for the committee. It may
later on be advisable to attempt to dietinguish between these in
order to avoid misunderstandings of the expenditures, but I think
we can let the situation run for the present.

The prineipal problem is of course whether or not we will have
enough money for the things that we want to do this year, and the
answer depends to a large extent on the number of meetings of the
committee that are held. It may be necessary for us to hold a
meeting this spring, perhaps around the end of April, but 1f so I
hope that we can dispense with a meeting in the summer or fall.
Would it be possible for you to have a preliminary report on repro-

duction ready for a spring meeting?

Gras's resolution of January 29 1s an enigma to me. 1 suppose
it was adopted by the Conference of Secretaries of Constituent
Societies at the time of the meeting of the council of the ACLS.

I have asked Leland to investigate the metter and let me know more
about 1t. It would seem that our proposition for having the subject
of categories of materials for research discussed by the constituent
socleties has developed into a proposition for having the whole
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field of our committee's activities so discussed. 1I suspect,
however, that there is a misunderstanding in the matter and
gshall awalt further information.

Your two communications of February 19 transmitting the
minutes of the "Interim Meeting" and a reference to a report
on “The Durability of Paper" were duly received. I am gending
for the report.

Sincerely yours

( ql., a ;' Solon. J.




yge of
ever, that

=T : B | "
GOULO TJE’.’




Dr. 1do G.

907 f‘i rteenth St,

“r}‘ﬂ

del "‘J'-'“‘
bc s Ofl}

‘_'}1 AN -1 ng %o

Washington,

in the

supcrect

: some
conv

enierntly
faom

Profeat
burgh.

While
over with

of thi

me ) 1T €

Joing
revise

ibrar

you. a
or JOu‘ e

in W .f-:};_i.' gton
you various ma
G*)mr-:i tt

Lr‘ land

"
= \..J

gsburgh
fo‘z

Mi

on March
owing wel
gota, 1
‘ at least
Bibliogr

7

4.
GO

231
¢t 18

am
in
ny
convenier
108 C'E“b It
114 be glad to vé yuu
riced hotel 1‘.?.!..'5;

gshall have

e

1
11:

1

o 1tly
at 9y ‘he Qoo
ble, 11d

4
mn

Eeraci -

-‘i.’f-: b )\ ’\1. I 4

Pitteburgh on,and while

or the Travel Bibliogr
} in Washington

in unti]

% ) ‘
v GLIGL T

ne
0Ty

Ay Al ._- 7
iy L
nert iecdne ‘;" ni

™ v

01ivlr’ Uh'v

8
L

€.

sdcoo ;y







Answers to the Questionnaire Concerning
Projects of Research

Hone.

a. A Bibliography of Travel in the United States from
1800 to 1800. This project is under the ausplces
of the American Historical Association and 1s
supported by a grant to the Ascociation from the
ACL"., At the precent time the titles have been
agserbled on eards and notes have been writton
for about one halg of them. The completion of
the notes, the lotation of copies in libraries,
and the final compilation and revision will take
at leaet a year and a half,

b.. A Bidliography of Minnesota newspapers 10 1901, and
inventory of extant files. This projeot ie sup-
ported in part by grants from the Graduate Re-
search Fund of the University of Mimnesota, and
a atence ig rendered by membersg of the staff of

Minnesota Historiesl Society. Practically
371 the data has now been ascembled and about
half of it has been written up. It is expected
that the work will be ready for publication in
about a year.

In the special field of "The West in Awxerican History"
there are many important research projects that have
not yet been unnurtuken. Two classes that might be
sugpested are comprehensive stuaiee of phases of the
westward movement, and intensive studlies of the
gettlement and development of special areas. In the
first class would fall such toplcs as the exploration
of North America; the Indlan as a factor in American
history; land speculation and the disposition of the
public domain;, the part played by the fur-trade in
the development of the continent; the westward move-
ment of ?.nufuoturiﬁz; the transit of culture across
the continent; and so on. In the second, class might
be included stu&iwu of large physiographle areas
such as the New England province, the Appalachian
plateaus, or the flddle West, with a view to tracing
as completely as poseible the steps by which they
were transformed from a2 wilderness to the abodes of

highly organized :ocietv. For the more intenslive
gstudies, however, very s 1i areas should be taken;
as, for example, = ?ﬂ"’ to hiU in one of the
western states, for rhich ); meang of avallable census
gchedules and other data, it von?i be possible to




trace much more completely than has ever been done
the creation of a rural commmity. Similarly,
typical indugtrial areas could be selected for in.
teneive study.

1t 1s obvious, of course, that psome work contributory
$0 a mumber of these projects has already been
done, or is under way. It is doubtful, however,
if any of the projects, as = whole, are likely to
be worked out in the near future, unless cpeclal
aid is provided for them.

A revision of or a new work eimilar to Larned's
Literature of American History. This seems %o
me to be the primary need for American history
in the bibliographical field, for which pro-
vision has not vet been made.

An inventory of manuseript materials for American
history (non-archival) available in repositor-
ies throughout the United States.

e g

A union finding gt of nhewspaper files. The Ass0-
clation of WollepgelJournalistm is interested in
this and the H, ¥%. Wilson Company has indicated
a desire to publish such a list.

Calendars of material in the United States archives
and of such great collections of papers as those
of the American Home Misslonary Soclety and the
MeCormick Historieal Library.

Calendars of indexes of selected newspaper files.

lieve that the American Historical Association
ghould work out some plan for the systematic pube
lication of (a) material in the United States arch-
ives; (b) American material in foreign archives;
(¢) nonearchival materizl for &merican history

In the case of (a) the effort should be to get the
United States government to do the publishing.
Perhaps one of the best waye of doing this would
®e for the Association to develop a plan and t0O
bring out one or more volumes that would illustrate
its possibilities., The Association should also
sromote the publication of source material on a
regional basis. In the Missiseippi Valley, for
example, moet of the important early material is
regional rather than state in character, and should
not be split up into segments for publication by
the state historical agencies.

seems to me that the United States and American his-
torical scholarship are behind most of the civilized
world in the publication of source material, and I
believe that the Assoclation should do everything

in 1ts power to remedy thie situation. It is my




opinion that the doing or the promotion of bib.
liographical work und the publication of doou-
m&ntury material is a more appropriate field
'or the Association, and, so far as American
hieﬁory is concerned, for *hv Qouncils and
Foundations, than the 1romotion of codperative

researdéh projects.

I would suggest that 2 copy of your circular and
questionnaire be sent to Dr. Grace L. Fute, omra-
tor of manusoripts, Minnesotza Historical Soclety,

ws. PG-U].o

March 14, 1831
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March 26, 1931

Professor Robert C. Binkley
Western Reserve University
(leveland, Ohio

Dear Binkley:

I am sending through the vouchers just
received from your secretary. 1 have discovered
that Miss Allen prefers to have the vouchers on
full sized sheets of typewriter paper, co it
might be well for you to ask your secoretary to
uge gsueh sheete in the future.

The Scientific American for January, 19831,
containe an article, page 41, by R. P. Walton
entitled "Preserving Newspaper Filee® that might
be of some interest to you.

Under separate cover I am sending you two
panphlets of considerazble interest. If you can
find time to wade through the one from the ALA
Qommittee on Bibilography you will discover that
this committee is considering some of the same
probleme that we discuseed =2t our conference in
Boston. The account of the Illincis Archives
Divieion is undoubtedly the work of Yiee Vargaret
¢. Norton, who has charge of the archives under
the Seeretary of State. Please keep track of
these pamphlets. They need not be returned to
me a8 I have accese to copies here, but we might
want to circulate them among the members of the
comnmittee

Sincerely yours

SJIBES




Cleveland, Ohio,
March 17,1931.

Following
12th, 1931 received
Society of Motion Pict
York, New York.

"At the suggestion of Mr. Will Hays of the Motion
Picture Producers Di ributors of America Inc., I
am 1n t;e process f ax inting a committee to

on the ui rage of historica
ﬂn 94431J oe z“lari 0 forward to you a 1list of

committee member 1,8 as the make-up is com

G

sent to this office s
joint author with Mr.
: Valuable Motion Picture
. om the Journal of the Society of Moti
ineers Vol. XV, Number 3, 1930, pp. 289-305

Ve

Sincerely yours,

Robert C.Binkl
Secretary
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Yours sincerely,

J.I.Crabtree (signed)
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COPY FOR PROFESSOR SOLON J.

Mr.J.I.Crabtree,

Society of Motion Picture
33 West 42nd Street,

New Yorl :

AT
IV

k,

Dear Mr. Crai

I enclose
indicates about whs

March 16,1931,

Engineers,

[arch 13th and

gppointment oIl
venture to express
kind . of liaison with
terials.

youre,

(.Binkley (signed)

ern Reserve University




The New York Public Library

Astor, Tenox and Tilden Foundations

OFFICE OF THE
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
5TH AVENUE & 42ND STREET New York, March 18, 1931.

Dr. Solon J. Buck
Minnesota Historical Society
St. Paul, Minnesota
Dear Dr. Buck:
Let me acknowledge with thanks receipt of your
letter of March 16th and of the progress reports on the

impermanence of records. I expect to go down to Washington

early next month to get more details on the investigation.

Very truly yours,

+H— A J///
H. M. Lydenberg,

Assistant Director.




HARVARD UNIVERSITY
GRADUATE SCHOOL OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

GEORGE F. BAKER FOUNDATION

Sorpiers FieLp
BosTon, M AssACHUSETTS

March 85, 1931

Dre. Solon J. Buck
Minnesota Historical Society
St. Paul, Minnesota

Dear Dr. Buck:

I am sending to you under cover a pamphlet entitled
A Critical Guide to Business History which contains some
samples of the work that we are doing. The particular part
of the work illustrated is banking. Of course it is a mere
fragment.

We are anxious at this stage to have criticism and
advice. If you notice anything that you think should be
changed, please write down on the margin your suggestions
and return the pamphlet to me at your conveniencs.

It is perhaps needless to sgy that such an enter-
prise will be spread over a period of several years. A real
beginning has been made but it is little more than a
beginning.

Sincerely yours,
m Q';&\JB/\ a3 ’

N. S. B. Gras
Professor of Business Histoly
Enclosure
NSBG/EBN
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N erre
W LSV




April 4, 1821

Professor Robert C. Binkley
Western Rﬁsevwo Univereity
Cle

ent mo! ; et week in Washington, and had conferences
with va “1= g people sbout the committee work. Leland and ] agreed
that 1t will not be negessary to have a meeting of the committee
before fall} perhaps we could have it at the same time and place
ag last year. Would that sult your convenience; Leland wants %0
withdraw from the committee and have another representative of the
Hun mities appointed. F? says that he will attend the meetings
nd take ag rmch interest in the work as if he vere a member,

7 W & ,é. :

Tow Martin showéd me the Lemare copying camera; thelr apparie
tus for printing photostats from films] and the projeocting apparae
tus fixed up for them by the Spencer Lens Co. he prineipal ade
vantages of the Lemare camera over the Leica seem to be the faots
that 4t uses films without perforation, and that the films ¢an be
bought in large quantities at reduced rates. T‘ ¢ Leloa, on the
other hand, has the advantage of beinz more compact, and it can be
loaded in daylight. I should think the Lemare would be more sate
isfactory for permanent installation and the Lelca for carrying
about the country.

I alec saw demonstrated at the Library of Congress an address.
that hae been equipped for p*%q“‘ﬂf cards by the muliie

pash- at mimeograph process This ig made by the
Eliot Compa ny of G:."br dge, Hassachusetts. “fhe m.chine is oalled
the Elliot Addrecsing QYGtCT, Mr. Kletch, who hxn charge of the :
Union Catalopues, gave me a booklet advertieing the Reciipzpph, I
wvhich 18 a competitor of the Photoctat, and I am sending this to
you under eeparate cover, There seems 10 be a difference of opine
ion in the Library of Congress ag to the rﬁlafive merite of the two
machines. Mr. Xletch is also interested in the "Mimeoform Service," LA
a circular of which I am enclosing herewith. He says that this
Service ig able t0 set up either typemiiter type or print type whth
justified lines, and 3n run it off multigraph process, or, 1if
larger editions are desired, to use offset printing. This ie muoch
less expensive u‘.n 3r iinary printing, and the results, jJudged
from the samples he schowed me, are very good.
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As I knew of no one personally who might meet your need for an
instructor, I spoke about the matter to S8teefel, and turned your
letter over to Shippee, who is chairman of our department. You will
probably hear from one or both of them.

Sincerely yours




Profeesor Robert C. Binkley
Western Reserve University
Cleveland, Qhilo

Dear Binklev:-

With reference to the letserhe: ,.d I am sending you heree
yith a sheet of our first stationery | :r comparison with what
we are now using, and I am also nr\clo. ing a let',e"h'*ad of the
Minnesota Historical Society. You will :mte that in the first
stationery, the top line was in considerably larger type than
in that we now using. I would suggect that such larger type
be used, or cerhaps the style that is used for the first line
of b MIS stationery. The names of the two ocouncils are alsgo
in somewhat larger type in the ori "i'-“;'.l gstationery. I do not
‘*h‘!n there 1s much cholge here betw en the two sizes, but I
believe it would be desirable to h: we the line "Social Soience
Res e,.rcb Confml‘l“ spaced out by the use of thin spaces between
the letters and wider spaces between the words, 80 as to make
that 11“1& the same length aes the 1line "Amerioc ,n Council of
Learned Socletles." The names of members, on the other hand,
were in considerably smaller type in the original ;.,a.tifrwry,
nd I think this i2 much better. Perhaps 1t would "JF* feasible
to uce type ap small ag that ueed for the names in the MHS
letterhead,

t any very Trne au ‘-.I\f,it‘f
)ly be some changes in the
Or next year.

It will not be “esirable to ge
of stationery, as there will praobal
membership of the committee f

Sincerely voure







JOINT COMMITTEE ON MATERIALS FOR RESEARCH
OF THE
AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES
' AND THE
SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL

SOLON ]. BUCK, Chairman
Minnesota Historical Society, St. Paul

ROBERT C. BINKLEY, Secretary WALDO G. LELAND ARTHUR H. QUINN
Western Reserve University American Council of Learned Societies University of Pennsylvania

NORMAN §. B. GRAS H. M. LYDENBERG CLARK WISSLER
Harward University Neaw York Public Library American Museum of Natural History

April 18,1931,
Professor Solon J.Buck,
Minnesota Historical Society,
8t. Paul,Ninnesota.
Dear Buck:

I think it would be a very good idea to have the
meeting at the same time and place as last year.

Your report on your visit to Washington is
extremely interesting. It rather surprises me to discover
how many of the peorle to whom I write are deeply interested
in methods of copying, ot her than printing., I gather from
a letter from the Columbia University Press that the univer—-

sity press people will be very glad to have the expense of
some of their publication cut by the more general use among
scholars of these other methods of reproducing materials.

Very sincerely yours,

bt 84340,

Western Reserve University




JOINT COMMITTEE ON MATERIALS FOR RESEARCH

OF THE

AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES
AND THE

SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL

SOLON ]. BUCK, Chairman
Minnesota Historical Society, St. Paul

ROBERT C. BINKLEY, Secretary WALDO G. LELAND ARTHUR H. QUINN
Western Reserve University American Council of Learned Societies University of Pennsylvania

NORMAN S. B. GRAS H. M. LYDENBERG CLARK WISSLER
Harward University New York Public Library American Museum of Natural History

April 22,1931,

Professor Solon J.Buck,
Minnesota Historical Society,
St. Paul,Minnesota,

Dear Buck:

Professors Paterson and Tinker of the University
of Minnesota have formulated the psychological problem
involved in reducing print when photostatic and offset printing
methods are to be used.

I think it is important that this problem should be
solved, because we have to be able to decide what reductions
aigdpermissible, as otherwise our cost factor is completely
w -

I enclose the letter from Professors Paterson and Tinker
of April 30th, with my reply. And you will note that they esti-
mate a cost of §#56.50 for carrying out the experiment. I think
this should have your authorization.

Very sincerely yours,

sl

Western Reserve University

-= - I also enclose my letter of Marech Sth
to Paterson and Tinker,




Copy for Solon J.Buck

March 5,1931.
The Tinker & Paterson Psychology Company,
Gentlemen:

The fact that has to be discovered in one way or another by
the photographers and the psychologists is this, What is the psycholog-
ical loss suffered when reproductions are made in reduced sizes? This
is a very important financial aspect when the prospect of reproducing
newspapers is concerned, for every reduction in linear diameter reduces
the area of photostat paper and hence the cost of materials by the square
of the linear diameter. The only reason for sending positives and
negatives was that they come from the photostat machine in that way.
There is a 1limit to the amount of reduction which is possible directly
in one operation from newspaper to photostat paper. The lower reductions
down towards 26 must necessarily be positives. The higher reductions
can be made at one operation as negatives. The two questions you set up,
having to do with positive and negative reading values are of secondary
importance.

The main thing (from our standpoint) is to know how far can we
safely reduce in copying newspapers without loss of legibility and to
know how fast this loss of legibility accompanies reduction in size.

I doubt whether the difference between positive and negative
would be important enough to be a very material factor in this., But if
you think it would be important, then we must onsider exploring it also.
If the study is best confined to positives or negatives, it would be
better to stick to the positives, because in that case your results will
be equally applicable to reductions made by the offset printing process,

In your study of legibility, what allowance do you make for
field of vision? One of the practical limits of legibility is the
ability of the eye to skip quickly over unimportant matter and to
see a considerable number of words before it at once.

I think I can best put the problem before you in the terms
which it has, practically speaking. Could you then suggest how we can
answer the question as to what photostatic reductions are most desirable
when we have a rising cost curve and a falling legibility curve?

Very sincerely yours,

RB/P Western Reserve University




University of Minnesota
College of Science, Literature, and the Arts
Minneapolis

Department of Psychology
April 20,1931,
Dr,Robert C.Binkley,
Western Reserve University,
Ckveland,Ohio,
Dear Dr. Binkley:
At last we believe we have straightened out the necessary

preliminaries so that we can propose ad&finite research
project for your consideration.

Problem I. Influence of Size of Planographic
(or Photostatic) Reductions on Speed of
Reading (Legibility). It is proposed
to test speed of reading 7 point, 12-1/2
pica, set solid, printed on newsprint
paper stock (Merganthaler Ionic Type)
when reproduced at natural size (no -

reduction ) in comparison with repro-
ductions of .8, 15, and .3. We are
arranging to have the Minneapolis
Journal print our test copies (Forms
A and B) in regular newspaper form on
regular newsprint paper stock. These
two pieces of test material will then
be reproduced by a local company
(Dahms Photo Print Shop ) who will
forward bill for same to your committee
if you approve of our project. We will
require 800 reproductions., If these
are to be photostats the cost will be

128,00, 1If these are to be plano-
graphic copies (offset printing
process ) the cost will be 31,50,
From the point of view of cost we
advise authorizing us to proceed by
the offset process. Also, from the
point of view of legibility we would
advise the offset process.




Dr.Rotert C.Binkley (cont.)

We propose to apply the tests to approximately 360
college students, to score the tests, tabulate results,
statistically analyze the same and submit report to
your committee showing comparative legibility of the
various reductions indicated above. Costs for this
phase of the work will run about 25.00 which will

pay for the clerical and stenographic service needed.

Sincerely yours,

Donald G.Paterson (signed)

Miles A.Tinker (signed)







Western Reserve University,
Cleveland,Ohio,
April 24,1931,

MEMBERS OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE

ON MATERIALS FOR RESEARCH,

Gentlemen:

In connection with the problem of library cooperation in
purchasing government documents in order to avold the raising of
prices, the following fact is of interest.

The Carnegie Corporation is assisting a certain number
of college libraries to fill their shelves by undertaking to supply
them with books. The large-scale purchasing of these books is done
through William Warner Bishop, librarian of the University of
Michigan.

But the bulk buying has been undertaken only to diminish
bookkeeping costs, and is not extended to the purchase of out-of-
print books.

The following is an excerpt from a letter from the
librarian's office at the University of Michigan:

"The purchase of out-of-print books is a very delicate matter.
Any attempt at large scale purchasing of these books would
lead to an immediate increase in price. Therefore, we
have decided to instruct the colleges to order such books
on their own funds through their own sources.®

The theory of the Carnegie Corporation that cooperation
in purchasing will raise, rather than hold down, prices of out-of-
print books is the reverse of the assumption made by our Joint
Committee at its interim meeting.

Sincerely yours,

Robert C.Binkley
Secretary of the Joint Committee




April 24, 1931

Professor Robert 0. Binkley
Western Reserve University
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Binkley:
¥Mr. D. A. Leonard, who represents the
Spencer Lens CQompany and the Agfa-Ansco
Corporation in this ”101Pi,y in‘“*mv me that
there are two American
pictures on motion *ih,urﬁ f1 § *i ? **n ?vﬁmn
arranged lengthwige of the film. These are
the Identograph and the Wilson cameras, and
they are used primarily for making pictures
of people for identification purposes. He
thought, however, that they could readily be
adantﬂd for uhutﬂar:rh1np manuscripts He
could not give me the names of the anufﬁcturera
,but said that they could be obtalned from $he
Pako Corporation, 1008 Lyndale Avenue Worth,
¥inneapolis. The "niveredl S8till Film Copying
Os Wfrl made by the Agfa-Anseo Corportaion uses
picture filmg, but has the frames arranged
rosswige of the films. It uses a view finder
of mechanical adjustments.

Sincerely yours -







COPY FOR PROFESSOR SOLON J.BUCK
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Dr. Thomas P.Mertin (cont.)

copying of public recorde, it is also capable of serving us,practicall
. P . y

without

nodification, His application for patéents are pending,

hank you agein for the informatiom in your last lettar.

v i

Very eince ely yours,

Robert C.Binkley

Univeraity




April 27, 1921

r. Waldo G, Leland

American Counocil of Learned Socleties
807 -~ 15th Street

Jashington, D. C.

Dear Leland:

I was glad %o learn from your letter of April 8 that the
Jocial Science Research Counclil had endorsed the proposal for
an inventory of manuscrppte. In this conneotion you will be
interested to know that the Paocific Northweet Library Assocla-
tion has just published a {Union List of Manuseript
ibraries of the Pagific Northwest (08 pages). dCoples of this
are for sale by the treasurer, Miss Ora L. Maxwell, Spokane
Public Library, at one dollar.

I have written to Ramsdell that I do not think Blegen
could undertake the proposed archives manual. I have suggested
to him as another possibility Mise Margaret C. Norton, who has
charge of the archives division of the Illinois State Library.
Thie division has just published a thirty-two page pamphlet
containing an excellent account of its activities. This appears
under the name of william J. Stratton, secretary of state, but I
am cuite sure that 1t is the work of Miss Norton.

I find that I ocarried off the letter from H. H. B. Meyer,
with an enclosure,which you handed to me while I was in Washing.
ton, and I am retuming it herewith. I enclose also a copy of
a letter that I have just written to Lynd oconcerning the pro-
posed conference of librarians and speclalists. The action of
the committee cn public administration in dropping their plan for
such a conference in their special field ciears the way, I think,
for the calling of a general oconference under the auspices of our

committee,

My recent vieit to Washington was a very pleasant one and I
appreciate deeply the large part that you had ih making it so. It
is possible that I may be in a position to viegit washington more

frequently in the future. The Pittsburgh people have made me the




% 0. L.+ 420/t 5 B

offer but I have not yet decided whether or not to accept.

Sincerely yours

B/H
Encs.

P.S., 'The reports of discussion at the conference of 'secretaries
has just reached my desk and I have not had opportunity to read
them ag yet. I am reminded, however, that I learned recently
that Shippee, who is chairman of the program committee for the
next A.H.A. meeting, has heard nothing about the proposed confer-
ence on materiale for research in connection with that meeting.
I had supposed that the suggestion would ocome to him through
Dexter Perkins. It has to come very soon, however, as his plans
for the program are well advanced.

I trust that a copy of the report of discussion at the cons
ference of seoretaries on materiale for research has heen or will
be sent to each member of the Joint Committes.




JOINT COMMITTEE ON MATERIALS FOR RESEARCH
f OF THE

' ‘{ . AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES
AND THE

SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL

SOLON J. BUCK, Chairman
Minnesota Historical Society, St. Paul

ROBERT C. BINKLEY, Secretary WALDO G. LELAND ARTHUR H. QUINN
Western Reserwe University American Council of Learned Societies University of Penngylvania

NORMAN 8. B, GRAS H. M. LYDENBERG CLARK WISSLER
Harwvard University New York Public Library American Museum of Natural History

April 29,1931,
Professor Solon J,.Buck,
Minnesota Historical Society,
8t. Paul,Minnesota.

Dear Buck:

I heartily approve of the principles of your letter
of April 24th. As our task unfolds, this is logically the
néxt step. We will start feeling our way with the librariamng.
Then by the time our categories of materials information is
compiled, we will be able to visualize definitely the prac-
tical problems of getting concrete results, for of course
cooperation among libraries will enter as an element in all
our planning upon all subjects,

Very sincerely yours,

Western Reserve University
Cleveland,Ohio







{

WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY
CLEVELAND, OHIO

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY
FLORA STONE MATHER COLLEGE

June 15,1931,

Professor Solon J.Buck,
Minnesota Historical Society,
St. Paul, Minnesota.

Dear Buck:

Thank you for the survey, "Newspapers in Libraries
of Metropolitan Chicago". I hope the Wilson Company will
take up newspapers when they finish their government document
job.

I enclose the letter from Paterson and Tinker, with
the three bills which they would like to have paid by check
as follows:

To J.E.Walkup, Minneapolis..

To Dahms Photo Print Company,
Minneapolis

To Donald G.Paterson and
Miles A.Tinker,

I also enclose the final statement from the university
here for my secretarial services. This includes the item from
October 7 to November 30th, which I should have put in before
January 1lst, but failed to do. It also includes the June salary.
I will have no regular secretary after June. But I hope that at
our next meeting we can make some provision in the budget for
this,

I will have the bill for a few dollars of photegraphic
supprlies, which I will try to get to you before July let.

As to the time of meeting. Our schools begin here on
September 22nd. T think it quite possible that we could work
more efficiently in New York than at Branford, because there will
be no one there but ourselves.

‘Sincerely yours,

S (Bl

Robert C.Binkley




Western Reserve University,
Cleveland,Ohio,
June 17,1931,

Members of the Joint Committee
on Materials for Research.

L Professor Solon J.Buck,
Professor Norman S.B.Gras,
Dr. Waldo G.Leland,

Mr. H M, Lydenberg,
My. Robert S,Lynd,
Professor Arthur H.Quinn,
Mr. Clark Wissler,

MEMORANDUM ON PRESERVATION OF NEWS—-REEL FILMS

The Kinogram, Paramount Publix, Pathé, and
Universal news-reel firms keep all negatives of their
news-reels permanently in their vaults, where they are
catalogued. The positives are destroyed when their
exhibition value is gone, and the silver is retrieved
from them. These companies all report that they have

an effective cataloguing system, by which they can keep
track of their negatives,

Very truly yours,

Robert C.Binkley
Secretary, Joint Committee on
Materials for Research
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WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY
CLEVELAND, OHIO

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

LORA STONE MATHER COLLEGE
: June 23, 1931,

Professor Soleon J.PRuck,
Minnesota Historical Society,
8t. Paul,Minnesota.

Dear Buck:

I have certainly done more than my share to create the
budget difficulty. I should have straightened out the account
before January lst.

I feel that whatever happens, we must not forego
the meeting, and if necessary I am prepared to pay my ovn expenses
to get there. I suppose the simplest thing is to apoly for the
additional two hundred and fifty dollars. If we encounter
some obstacles from the standpoint of policy,-namely, an unwillingness
to increase the amount available to us until next year,-perhaps we
can get Western Reserve University to carry our credit until our funds
are available this fall., We will then put on the budget a deficiency
appropriation to cover this indebtedness. This treatment might in
any case be given to that item due Western Reserve University for
services prior to January 1lst. That would save almost seventy dollars,
or at least postpone the reckoning regarding this seventy dollars
until later.

I enclose a separate statement of the use made of the

secretarial appropriation, together with an estimate of additional
expenses likely to be incurred.

Very sincerely yours,

Robert C.Binkley /




WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY
CLEVELAND, OHIO

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

FLORA STONE MATHER COLLEGE J.Llne 28,19310

Professor Solon J.Buck,
Minnesota Historical Society,
St. Paul,Minnesota.

Dear Buck:

The additional bills mentioned in my letter
of June 15th are as follows:

To be paid to Western Reserve University.....13.41
Ground Glass g
For Film,
Express on
Leica equipment...2.27)

As per vouchers attached, to be paid to
myself,
(Express charges on Leica and
Ansco equipment for testing
purposes)

Advance for stamps..

Sincerely yours,

Robert C.Binkley

b
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Western Reserve University,
Cleveland, Ohio,
July 1,1931,

Members of the Joint Committee
on Materials for Research.

VProfessor Solon J.Buck,
Professor Norman S.B.Gras,
Dr. Waldo G.Leland,
Mr.,H.M.Lydenberg,

Mr. Robert S.Lynd,
Professor Arthur H.Quinn,
Mr. Clark Wissler,

NOTE ON STANDARDIZATION OF PAPER

At the Second Technical Conference of the
Printing Industry, March 16-17,1931, the Group
Conference on the Need for Standardization of S8izes,
Quality and Permanence of Paper held a general
discussion on "the desirability of standardizing
the quality and permanence of paper, —— but as there

was a wide variance of opinion, and as the time for
adjournment was at hand, no action was taken."

Very truly yours,

Robert C.Binkley
Secretary, Joint Committee on
Materials for Research




JOINT COMMITTEE SURVEY OF ACTIVITIES

July 1, 1951

The following unfinished tasks can be done before August 1

Wkiting or revision of a few accounts of agencies grouped by states,

reporte of which are daily expected; of about 1l of the
national or regidnal agencies, 38 of which are already covered;
and of miscellaneous members of the national group.

Revision of the introduction to the first report, the amount of work
involved depending on how thorough a statlst;cal analysis is
made of methods and results.

art of the report, assembling the five

Proof-reading the large
iding a table of contents.

sets, paging, and P

P
rov

for the List of Guides, on the basis

Completion of additional entries
course of the survey.

of rough notes taken in the

My vacation address ié ¢/o lrs. Caroline Hier, Raymond, Minn.




i o ' %
FEQL» ‘4 j- ):.3. "}1’3«3
South Hero, Vermont

Dear CGyas:

I hope you will acoept my humble apologies for not having
written to you before, and especially for my neglect of your
request for suggestions with reference to your Critical Guide
30 Business History. I have looked over the pamphlet with much
Interest and 1t seeme to me that the guide will be an extremely
valuable work., The ﬁl&ngﬁo far as 1 ocould make it out from
this section,seems excellent and the only oriticism I have to
offer is that nos, 240 to 243 inclusive would seems to me to de
in the nature of primary sources rather than non-primary work
(on more careful examination I see this does not apply to no.
242). At any rate these are contemporary works and would be
primary sources from someé points of view.

I received the minutes of the discussion by the Mediaeval
Academy and hayve also seen those of the disoussion at the Confere
ence of Sgoretaries., I am somewhat surprised %o observe that
these discussions appear to dbe ranging about most anywhere within
the field of the work of our Joint Committee instead of being
confined to the consideration of what are the ocategories of mate-
rial used gr needed in the different disciplines. I am inoclined
to think that the discussions would be more profitable Af cone-
fined to the single subjeot.

If we have a meeting of the Joint Committee this fall it
will probably be late in September or in Ootober, possibly lateyx
8%11l. The facts are that we have used up all our funds and
cannot have a meeting at all unless the Council makes further
funds available. I anticipate this will be done, but it may
take some time to unwind the red tape.

Iy prospective move to Pilttsburgh is one of the reasons why
I have negleoted my correspondence so badly of late. My prinoci-
pal position there will be that of director of the Western
Pennsylvania Historical Survey, which is finanoed mainly by the
Buhl Foundation and administered by a Board made up joinkky of
representatives of the University of Pittsburgh and the Histori-
cal Soclety of Vestern Pennsylvania., I shall rank as a professor
of history in the University and teach not more than one course,
and I shall also have general supervision over the work of the
Historical Soclety, whioch is a very small institution. I hope
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WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY
CLEVELAND, OHIO

COLLEGE FOR WOMERN

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY




September 23, 1931.

Professor Robert (. Binkly,

Western Reserve University,
Gleve]._e; s Ohio,
Dear Bianklys:~

Your letter of Sertember 9th was duly received but this is
opportunity that I have had to reply %o it.

I am very glad to note that Holbrook's report meets with your approval.
It seems to me that it ought to be useful in a mwiber of ways and I hope that it
can be printed in the near future. Copies were sent to the officers of the two
councils at the same time the cony was sent to you but nothineg has been heard
from either of them about it as yet. I wrote to leland the other day and urged
speedy action. If too mach time elapses before it is brought out, it will
require a great deal of revision because changes are taking place repidly.

I am glad to krow that your report is aporoaching .::-ct‘n].eti,sn and
would like to receive a cony of it a8 soon as it is ready.

Island seems to think that it may be best for us not to heve a
mecting until January, when, presumebly, the next aporopriation wonld be avail-
able, but I am inclined to think that we can make some arrangement for a meeting
in October.

Sincerely yours,

Solon J. Buck.




WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY
CLEVELAND, OHIO

0CT 14 1931

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

FLORA STONE MATHER COLLEGE

October 13,1931,

Professor 8olon J.Buck,

Historical Soclety of Western Pennsylvania,
Bigelow Blvd. and Parkman Ave.,
Pittsburgh, Pa,

Dear Buck:

The Edwards Company has offered to make,free of charge,
one hundred copies of tﬁggrreport. I think that we should accept

this, with the provision %hat sample pages by other processes

should be included. 8o I would like to have a page done by

the Mime-0-Form and one by the Coxhead process. The cost would P/
be very slight, -- about two dollars or less for one-hundred pageg{ﬂ”ﬂzﬁ,
The result would be to put before the reader's eye a much more ///

Fote?

/€.
At oo

concrete example of what he can expect.

Sincerely yours,

Robert C.Binkley







October 22,1931,

Dr. Walde G.Leland,

Permanent Secretary,

American Council of Learned Societies,
907 Fifteenth St.,

Washington,D,C,

Dear Leland:

The suggestion about getting support for completing the
calendar for Brazilian manuscripts brings us to a question
of policy upon which I think my report on methods of
reproduction will have some bearing.

These projects can be made self-supporting in editions
of less than 300 at normal library prices, if the profession
is willing to accept offset press reproductions of type-
script. I think we ought to be able to organize a market
which would automatically finance the book expense of any
project; the clerical expense of the author and editor
would be a different thing,

This is hardly a precise reply to the particular propo-
gition of Dr. Nachbin's calendar, but indicates the kind of
responsibility our committee might take in organizing and
correlating ingtitutions. I am sure that we will get many
more proposals of this kind.

For the present the only thing we can do about them is
totry to get funds for each particular project on its own
merite, Ultimately there should be a procedure which would
bring into existence a fully organized subscription market to
finance any project approved by appropriate specialists.

I hope to® get a carbon copy of my survey of methods inte
your hands shortly. It is now in charge of the typist.

Sincerely yours,

RB/P Robert C.Binkley

(signed)




Copy to Mr. Leland and













WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY
CLEVELAND, OHIO

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

FLORA STONE MATHER COLLEGE

November 3,1931.

Professor Solon J.Buck,

The Western Pennsylvania Historical
Survey,

Historical Building,

Pittsburgh,Pa.

Dear Professor Buck:

Mr. Binkley asked me to send you the
enclesed copy of a letter to Mr, Leland. V ./ &

Kr. Binkley also has asked me to give
you some idea as to when I would have a copy
of his report on methods of reproducing research
materials ready to send to you. I am sorry that
I cannot tell you definitely, but am working on
this between the university work and hope to have
it in your hands soon.

S8incerely yours,
Clara G?éféfi/u

Secretary to Robert C.Binkley




WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY
CLEVELAND, OHIO

Noy 1 193+

November 5, 1931

COLLEGE FOR WOMEN

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

Dear Buck:

D8cember 4th is all right for themeeting. I'm glad we're pritng

your
/survey. k% to the process to be used, fortunately my section

on offset methods is typed, and I am enclosing it. Will yow mind
holding it as your copy, to be followed by the later pages as

-

soon as typed. I don't think you should retype the report, but’ﬂﬁ.

reducééit’ one half size, to a 6 x 9 inch book. If the typewriter

was clean- as it was, to judge from the carbon, the result will

be satisfactory and very cheap, as my table indicates

Sincerely’ /;M




Copy fez Mr. Binjcla_}r

November 5, 1931.

I was giad to lsarn from
your letter of November 2 that an j@"i"'“”’z’ £300
will be available for t ’int Committe and I

thiogk it desirabls for us %o have a Jab*ﬁ' in a few

it would you think of selecting §

Saturday,
the date ~ in New York of course -

understanding that we would continue on

necessary’ 1 am assuming 1) oun will
attend the meeting 1f ¢

- "..',' >
a date onld

Wt U

suit your conveanie

I trust that you will ksep
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L8 for the Committee for next year to
rest of the appropriation already mwsde by
sould be desirable that thiz be
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Sinceresly yours,

on J. Buck.
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Copy #=# Mr, Binkley

Dr. Robert 3. Wocdworth,
President Social Sclence Research Couacil,

230 Park Avamue,

New York

By dea:
is I m Dr. Leland that an ad-
200 has bean ma lat hy the twn Comnecils
cint Comunlittes on Materials for Research, we are

hold a meeting in the near future.

Sincerely yours,




Bovember 5, 1931.

Professor Robert C. Binkley,
Western Reserve University,
Cleveland, Ohio.

Dear Binkley:

I have received two comounications fram your secre-
tary, one enclosing & bill which will be sent through the next time I
am sending bills in, and tne other enclosing a copy of your letter of
October 22 to Lsland,

I was very much interested in this letter for sever-
al reasons., In the first place, it contains the first reference I have
gseen to a proposed calendar of Brazilian manuscripts, and I am wondering
where the proposition comes from and why it has not come to my attention.
In the second place, your suggestion of organizing a market for small
editions of bibliographies, and similar tools, seems to me a very pro=
mising one, and I hops it can be devsloped.

I was glad to note that a copy of your report on
methois of reproducing materials will be ready in the near future.

Leland plans to bring out our Survey of Activities
by some methol of sub-printing., He writes me that he has as‘wd Mr.
Graves, his assistant, who is especially informed on such matters, to
make a study to determins the best method of reproducing the report, If
it is. to be done by & reproduction of typescript it will be necessary
either to do a 1ot of eclipping and pasting or to re=type the entire work.

You will be interested to know that an additional
sum of $300 has been made available for the Committee, which will make
it possible for us to hold & meeting in the near future. What would you
think of selecting Saturday, December 4, as the date for the meeting =«
in Wew York of course - with the understanding that we will continue on
Sunday if nscessary?l

Sincerely yours,

Solon J. Buck,
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November 10, 1931.

Professor Robert C. Binkley,
Western Reserve University,
Cleveland, Ohio.

Dear Binkley:

Your note of November 4 enclosing a
section of your report has Jjust been received. I have not
had time to read the section as yet, but am writing te ask
whether or not a copy of this has been sent to Leland,as—yed.
If not, I shall probably want to send this on to him in or-
der that he may use it in reaching = decision with reference
to the format for printing our survey.

Since writing you last I have had a
letter from Leland from which it appears that he is now in-
clined to think a new copy should be made on large paper, and
single- spaced; and then reproduced by planosraph. This would
mean & considerable reduction in the number of paszes to be re-
produced.

Sincerely yours,

Solon J. Buck.




WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY
CLEVELAND, OHIO NOV 18 193?

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

FLORA STONE MATHER COLLEGE

November 12,1931,

Professor Solon J.Buck,
Western Pennsylvania Historical Survey,
Pittsburgh, Pa.

Dear Buck:

I have just had a long conference with Mr. Power,
the technical man of Edwards Brothers, and have spoken to
him of my suggestion that the survey should be reproduced
in a form directly derived from your prepared typescript.

Two such forms are available. One is a reduced book
size, 5-3/8 X 8-1/3; the other, four pages in one, 8-1/2 X
11. Mr. Power has very kindly consented to make some free
samples of these and forward them to you, together with his
prices for editions. The samples ought to reach you in a day
or two.

Very sincerely yours,

Robert C.Binkley




rovember 12, 1931.

Professor Robert C. Binkley,
Western Reserve University,
Cleveland, Ohio.

Dear Binkley:

Yesterday being a holiday I stayed at home and,
among other things, read the section of your report that you had sent to me.
This is merely to state that I am very much pleased with the report, and feel
that it will be a wvaluable document. The only suggestion I have to offer
(and it is probably umnecessary) is that at the end you include & summary
with definite recommendations for actiom by the Committee and for the pro-
cedure of institutions and individuals interesied im the reproduction of ma=-
terials.

Leland has decided to have the Survey reproduced

by the planograrh, and 1% »ill serve to illustrate o the members of the Com~
mittee one of the methods of revroduction. In view of the fact that he had
already reached a decision I concluded not to send on to him the section of
your report, but to keep it here.

I trust that the coples to be reproduced by
Bdwards Bros. (if I remember correctly) will be awailable by December 5. It

would be desirable, of course, to have cupies in the haads of all members of
the Conmittee in advance of the meeting.

ds you will note from the enclosed copy of a
letter to leland , Lourence V. Coleman is now a member of the Committee in the
place of Wissler. :

Sincerely yours,

Solon J. Buck.
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WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY
CLEVELAND, OHIO

NOV 1 3 1931

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

FLORA STONE MATHER COLLEGE Novembe]‘_‘ 12 ; 1931.

Professor Solon J.Buck,
Western Pennsylvania Historical Survey,
Pittsburgh,Pa.

Dear Buck:

I assumed that Leland had written to you as to the

Brazilian manuscripts. It may be that in cases like that, he
intended to have me aircularize the whole committee. We can reach
an ggreement on,matters of that kind at our next meeting.

procedure

project which deserves our attention at the next meeting
has come up here in Cleveland. I got the Cleveland Public Library
interested in the problem of business history. They want some guidance
in it. I wish there were a manual of some kind which could be given
to them. This would be another item for our series of manuals that
we are discussing. One or two other items of information that I
have picked up,- mostly in the field of small scale publication.
A negro Mason tells of an eighteenth century letter book by the
founder of negro masonry in this country. A member of the Public
Library staff has compiled a bibliography of translations of Polish
literature. The dean of the Law School here tells us that the
reprints of rare volumes of statutes or court reports are being
sold at absurdly high prices.

The idea that is developing in my mind in consequence
of this survey and which I referred to i hg&ﬁ}etter to Leland
runs something like this, Any group ofbgﬁib undred in any field
who are willing to organize themselves and are able to purchase
photo-offset typescript material at normal book prices can gain
complete control of publication in their field and eliminate
commercial restrictions. The interests which ought to be brought
together to create groups of this kind are of course the libraries,
out in connection with them the academic groups which are interested
in securing an easy publishing avenue. In every set-up there will
be three interests to be considered: that of the research scholar
in securing publication, of the library in building up its ecollec-
tion within the given field, and of the body of scholars in that
field in seeing to it that they are protected from trash.

The organizing of these groups would in each case involve
the fixing of responsibility for rassing upon the merits of a
work, the absolute assurance that the work thus passed uvon would
be purchased, and an arrangement for the easy distribution of the
product and collection of money. The editorial responsibility




i

Professor Solon J.Buck (cont.)

(I mean by that such matters as the correctness of footnotes,
uniformities of spelling and all that business) would be up to

to the author. Every author or every editor or discoverer of
new manuscripts would be assured of an oppvortunitv to reach

all of his colleagues who are interested in his line. Where
there is already a publishing fund being administered (as in the
case of the Medieval Academy) this kind of service could be
added to that which it is already doing. Where no such organiza-
tion exists (as in the Law School) it could be created.

8incerely yours,

s | M”f

Robert C.Binkley

P.S. As to the meeting, December 4th falls on a Friday; I presume
the meeting will be on December 5th, Lud th. 4L el

I have not sent a copy of the partial report to Leland.
Would you mind sending on the pages I sent you? I want to
get the whole thing finished and in both of your hands as
soon as possible.

R.C.B.
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ESTABLISHED 1883

EDWARDS BROTHERS

INCORPORATED
LITHOPRINTERS ano PUBLISHERS
ANN ARBOR,MICHIGAN

November 19, 1931

Dear Professor:

Lithoprinting is less expensive than mimeographing despite its
superiority in accuracy and readability. This is a startling
statement but let me prove it to you.

The key to the whole solution is the amount of reading material
a Lithoprinted page contains as compared with a mimeographed
page:

A manuscript of 50,000 words requires 100 pages of
mimeographing as compared with 60 pages of Litho-
printing; the cost of 200 copies of this material
may be as much as 25 per cent less for Lithoprinting.

Sheet "A" is the typewritten master copy of which "B" is a Photo-
Lithoprinted reproduction. You will note that these pages con-
tain approximately 840 words whereas an average mimeographed page
contains but 500 words.

Please notice the clarity of type in the accompanying Photo-
Lithoprinted pages of History. This type of work is most useful
in textbooks and manuals, and its appearance and accuracy far
surpasses that which is procured through the mimeograph process.

May we quote you on the next edition of your class material?

Yours eW

JWE: ES EDW S5 BROTHERS, Inc.




4. The first national government evolved:
the Articles of Confederation
(1) the war government: powers as-
sumed by the Continental Con-
gress
(2) the Articles of Confederation
- delay in adoption by Congress
- precedents: colonial govern-
ments, state constitutions,
theories of government, prac-
tices of Congress
- provisions: powers delegated
to Congress; absence of execu-
tive
(3) the delay in ratification

5. Financing the war
(1) borrowings
- in America:
Congress
- abroad: French government;
bankers, Dutch and French
- extent and importance of loans
(2) taxation: 1limited amount, states
only
23) paper money: effects
4) relation of financial problem of
government to revolutionary doc-
trines

by states, by

6. Effect of the war on prosperity
(1) increase of internal trade:
prices
(2) prosperity of farmers: sales to
both American and British armies
(3) special effect of British occupa-
tion on the occupied areas
(4) foreign trade diverted
- British isles closed, French
isles open to American ships
- privateering
(5) general spirit of speculation

high

7. Interstate conflicts: the western lands
(1) pre-war interstate conflicts set-
tled by Congress; conflicts un-
settled
(2) new conflicts over the West
- the conflicting claims
- Maryland's demand for cession
to Congress
- Cessions by New York and Vir-
ginia
(3) significance of land cessions
- sentiment of nationality en-
hanced
- power of Congress increased

8. Bettling the West
(1) Westward movement in war-time
~ new settlements: Nashboro
- Increase of population on
frontier
(2) independent frontier republics
-~ Westsylvania, 1776: yields to
Virginia and Pennsylvania

43

- Watauga, becomes Washington
County, North Carolina

- Vermont, maintains independ-
ence

9. Religious movements hastened by inde-

endence

fl) denominations separating from
mother churches in England
- Episcopalians
- Methodists
- Catholics

(2) weakening of state church systems:
progress of religious freedom

(3) progress of Deism and atheism

problem faced by the
with that of Gen.

9. Compare the
Loyalists, 1775-177s,
Robert E. Lee in 1861

10. Compare the experiences of the
Loyalists in the Revolutionary War with
those of the M"Copperheads" in the Civil
War; with those of the pro-Germans in
1917-1918.

11. Were the Loyalists who left the
United States voluntary - ex-patriates or
involuntary exiles? Did the United States
in the Revolution commit a blunder compar-
able to the Spanish exiling of Jews and
Moors in the 16th and 17th centuries, and
the French driving out the Huguenots in
the 18th?

12. What were the powers of the Conti-
nental Congress during the war? Was it

created by the state governments, or did
it create them?

PHOTO-LITHOPRINTING
~ The Big Idea -

The large sheet shows exactly ho& the

master copy should be typed for photogra-
phy. This may be typed in your office
under your supervision or we tan prepare it
here if you do not have the facilities.

The small sheet illustrates how this
particular master copy looks when reduced
to the finished book size.

This page represents but one
standard Models from which you may choose
the ones especially adapted to your own
particular type of work.

#* K H ¥ ¥ #

of 24

Reprinted by permission of Prof. M. G. Miller, College of Emporia, Emporia, Kansas.




WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY
CLEVELAND, OHIO

Nov. 19, 1931

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

Dear Byck:

The only point in using the scheme I suggested for
reproducing the report wwas to save the extra typing charge.
It could b e done that way just as well on the Planograph
as by Edwards. You put four pages in one, thus getting
two column legibility on an 8 1/2 by 11 page. This is my
own invention; the offset printers seem to prefer to have
the manuscript retyped, but I don 't think they get much more
legibility that way. ]

If the retyping is already on foot, there is no point
in considering my suggestion,

Sincerely,

/ _
' Roberffc ELnkley-114JQ¢%7 s
ps. %L}M Lo Do 1 e
e

- , . {
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AMERICAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION (£) AMERICAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION (4)

The current literature in its field is covered quarterly
of publishing mamuscript materials for history. At the outset

attention was about equally divided between the two tasks,
though several years behind in publication; in the Writings
the results of each oceupying considerable space in the annual
in American History, which are compiled with the assistance
reports of the assoclation, but for many years the commission
of the association and published in volumes supplemental to
confined its attention largely to publication, as witness the
its annual reports. It is at present conducting & survey as
extensive bodies of correspondence, diaries, and papers of public
to what other bibliographical projects are particularly needed
men, .such as Calhoun, Chase, Bayard, and Austin, that have
and 1t will shortly embark on other enterprises as the result
appeared and are still appearing in the reports of the assocla-
of this survey.
tion. Latterly, in part because of an accumulation of such
The association publishes much important source material
material ready and waiting for publication, the commission has
in the Review, and in its annual reports, as indicated in the
turned again to 1ts other task. In a recent report to the
foregoing account of the work of the Historical Manuscripts
association it submitted a project for inventorying manuscript
Commission. The latter, it may be noted further, has con-
materials for American history in public depositories, other
sidered the printing, upon resumption of its publicztion ac-
than archives, and in private hands in the United States. This
tivities, of the papers of General Nathanael Greene, of the
project was subsequently called to the attention of the
Southern Confederacy, and of Henry Callister. Among other
American Council of Learned Socleties, and is now being pro-
long-standing activities of the association in this field
moted under the auspices of the latter in combination with a
may be noted also its promotion, through its Committee on the
similar project advanced by the American Literature Group of
Documentary Publications of the U. 8. Government, of source
the Modern Language Association, as related in the accompanying
publication projects such as those now under way or contem-
statements of the activities of these bodies.
plated by the Department of State and the Washington
A sub-committee of the Historical Manuscripts Commission,
o Bicentennial Commission.
on manusceripts from Europe, is cooperating with the Institute
A noteworthy extension of the association's activities
of Historical Research of London and other British agencles .
in this direction follows upon its recent acquisition of two
in a move to provide a clearing house of information on the
special fupds, the Griswold Fund of $25,000, which is to be
migration of historical manuscripts, the location of
devoted to the preparation of materisls illustrative of the

AMERICAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION (3) legal history of the United States in the colonisl period, and

paleographical facsimiles, and related matters, and has AMERICAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION (5)
.

several times, perhaps experimentally, noted current the Beveridge Fund, which is expected eventually to reach
American acquisitions of foreign manuscripts in the annual $100,000 and is to be devoted to the preparation of one or
reports of the association. more volumes of materials illustrative of the state of

The Committee on Bibliography has brought forth a small public opinion in the United States before the Civil War.
check 1ist of collections relating to European history in The first project undertaken under the latter fund, a collec-
American libraries, and a guide to historical literature, tion of "Southern Editorials on Secession, 18680-61," 1s in an
or a broad compendium of information on the most important advanced stage of preparation, and the committee in charge
works of historical scholars (1831). announces that it will give consideration to other worth while

The Committee on British Bibliography has in preparation projects for the collecting and editing of source material in
in coBperation with a British committee, a bibliography of the field now somewhat more generally defined as that of neg-
modern British history, the American part of which deals with lected phases of Americen history, especially the field of
the late Tudor and early Stuart periods. sectional relations and the slavery ‘controversy.

A special committee is at work on-the preparation, for The association is a constituent member of the American
publication, of a bibliography of American travel and descrip- Council 9f Learned Societies and of the Bocial Science Research
tion, 1600-1900, with prospects of completion in the near Council, and 1s represented on the International Committee of
future. - Historical Sclences, which meets annually, thus far in some

The Conference of Historical Socleties, a body closely European cultural center. The association aims at a million
affiliated with the association, occasionally engages in dollar endowment fund, of which somewhat over a quarter has
enterprises of a more or less bibliographical nature, as in been subscribed, and at the establishment of a permanent
its publication of a handbook of American historical societies .secretariat.
which in a measure serves as a guide to collections, and in
its compilation, in part, of a calendar of material in French

archives relating to the Mississippi Valley, a work since com-

pleted and published by the Carnegie Institution of Washingtom.
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TELEPHONE: DISTRICT 3385 CABLE ADDRESS: ACOLS

AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES
MEMBER OF THE

AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY, 1727 INTERNATIONAL UNION OF ACADEMIES AMERICAN ECONOMIC ASSOCIATION, 1885
AMERICAN ACADEMY OF ARTS AND SCIENCES, 1780 AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL ASSOCIATION, 1900
AMERICAN ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY, 1812 EXECUTIVE OFFICES AMERICAN ANTHROPOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION, 1902
AMERICAN ORIENTAL SOCIETY, 1842 907 FIFTEENTH STREET AMERICAN POLITICAL SCIENCE ASSOCIATION, 1904
AMERICAN PHILOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION, 1869 BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA, 1904
ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE OF AMERICA, 1879 WASHINGTON, D. C. AMERICAN SOCIOLOGICAL SOCIETY, 1905
SOCIETY OF BIBLICAL LITERATURE AND EXEGEsIS, 1880 HISTORY OF SCIENCE SoCIETY, 1924

MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA, 1883 LINGUISTIC SOCIETY OF AMERICA, 1924

AMERICAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION, 1884 - - "0z MEDIAEVAL ACADEMY OF AMERICA, 1925
20th November 1931.

I am returning the firs
report, which is very informing

and I have both read it with

Very

Waldo G. Leland,
Permanent Secretary.

J. Buck,
torical Bullding,
58 Bigelow Blvd.,
ttsburgh, Pa.

Encl.




28 Nonpuwber, 1981

Dear Leland:

I enclose a carbon copy of my survey, which includes
recomnendati-ns as part V, I wonder whether you will have
time to o neider it from the standpoint of foroign relations.,
The project for the organigzation of purchasing posr in
connection with seleotion and production of remearoh
publications 18 presented in uy report as if America ware.
an j§solated domain in scholarship. Perhape the IDuropeansg
don ¢ want to have us force the thi-ps that interest us
down their throata. Perhaps a separate venture, with a
distinot mymbemxuf financial set ~up, could be formed $o
take care @f forelgn demand, asy well as demand from
etrey purciasers who are not in the controlling organisation,

I enclose carbon copyes of my letters to Buck and Lydenberg.

@incerely,

Dr. Jaldo e Ilc:l{?ﬂf?
An erican Council of Learned ‘oecieties
007 15th 8¢, Washi




28 November, 1031

Dear Lydenberg:

1 enclose a ecarbon copy of my survey, which ineclude
recommendations as ®rt V., 1 wonder if you eould find time
to consider it from the standpoint of library practioce,

The twe things tha t 13 especially importax

your views upon are the matters of filuslide !

and the ocorrelation of purehasing po ver with )Lwim,ti)h
I have asked Leland to consider the foreign relatio

If you could consider the pm library point of view,

ought to be able to get some conatructive thinking doje.

Mr, H. M. Lydenberg
Np'“ J.f 'I :_‘.;,1‘ LQ I-ll‘““.,’.)b
k

New York Oity




WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY NOV 30 1931
CLEVELAND, OHIO 7

s AR 28 November, 1931
)

FLORA STONE MATHER COLLEGE

Dear Buckz::

I enclos e complete carbon copy of my survey, which includes
recogmendations as part V. I am sending a copy to Leland and
to Lydenberg, asking Leland to study the foreign relations
angle, and Lydenberg the lib rary angle, especlially in respect
of the project of coordinating production and purchasing.

I have a suggestion as to the publishing of your report.
Could it not include as a foreword an account of the general
problem of the Joint Committee -- s mething similar to the
first two paragraphs of our Circular No. I. I sent mine off
last night without such a foreword, and immediately regretted
it. I think one of our greatest problems will be to bring
a wide circle of scholars to enter into our point of view,
and a kind of standardized foreword to our surveys would
h31po

I hope you will put the matter of secretarial expenses for
me upon the agenda. I have been using the university's time
all fall., I told them that the situation would be regularized
after our meeting. I think we had to act as we did last
year, and go ahead spending the money without a vote of the
committee, but it would be better this year to allot a definite
sum, The question of whatxExshamkrxeirsula kinds ol communications
I should arculate among the members should also come up.

You will note that the recommendations include a definite
step to be taken with your Survey -- it should be analyzed
into lists under head of various fields. The grouping must
be worked out inductively, because noone knows at pesent ¥
exactly what a "field" is = far as acquisition pOlicies are
o ncerned, Perhaps each list in a field could then be
submitted for additions to persons who would be able to fill
in lacunae. An acquisition problem will usually be best approached
with a list of intérested partiesx in hand.

Sincerely,

7)
a2
Robert C. Binkley

Professor Solon J. Buck

Historical Survey of Western Pennsylvania

Pittsburg, Pa.
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TELEPHONE: DIsTRICT 3395 CABLE ADDRESS: ACOLS

AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES
MEMBER OF THE

AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY, 1727 INTERNATIONAL UNION OF ACADEMIES AMERICAN EcONOMIC ASSCCIATION, 1885
AMERICAN ACADEMY OF ARTS AND SCIENCES, 1780 AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL ASSOCIATION, 1900
AMERICAN ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY, 1812 EXECUTIVE OFFICES AMERICAN ANTHROPOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION, 1802
AMERICAN ORIENTAL SOCIETY, 1842 907 FIFTEENTH STREET AMERICAN POLITICAL SCIENCE ASSOCIATION, 1904
AMERICAN PHILOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION, 1869 BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA, 1904
ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE OF AMERICA, 1879 PIASHINGTAN, B 'C. AMERICAN SOCIOLOGICAL SOCIETY, 1905
SOCIETY OF BIBLICAL LITERATURE AND EXEGEsIS, 1880 HISTORY OF SCIENCE SOCIETY, 1924

MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA, 1883 . - - - LINGUISTIC SOCIETY OF AMERICA, 1924
AMERICAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION, 1884 LeCelnb e &/ - MEDIAEVAL ACADEMY OF AMERICA, 1925

over it
because

However,
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Decenber 2, 1931
Dr. Waldo G, lLeland, Permanent Secretary,
American Council of Learned Societies,
907 Tifteenth Street, Washington, D. C,

Dear leland:=-

I am gradually coming to the conclusion that I
had better resign as chairman of She Joint Committee,
It is clear that I will not be able to devote much time
and enerzy to the work of the committee during the next
two years, If I continue as chaimman, some arrangement
will have to be made whereby Binkley and other members of
the committee do the worlg and I am inclined to think that
it would be best for me to step down and have Binkley,
perhaps appointed chairmen. It is quite evident tm-t he
has rore time and energy to devote to the work than any
of the rest of us, I should be glad fo remain a member
of the cormittee if desired,

1 am not sure that this letier will reach you
before you leave Washington but if rt. does, yau nn

know something of my state of mind in advance of the
meeting.

Sincerely yours,

SIBTAM

12/3/31 Copy sent to Dr. Leland c¢/o Harvard Club, N.Y.C.
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JOINT COMMITTEE ON MATERIALS FOR RESEARCH

AGENDA - Dec, 5, 1931

Report to S. S. R. C.
Circular No. 1
Status of survey of activities
Authorization for publication of reports
Publication of legal history material
Calender of American Home Missionary papers
Additional support to Virginia collection project
Proposed handbook of state government organization
Depository library legislation
Preservation of Census material
Proposed conference on collection of foreign documents (library co-operation)
Hepbrt on reproduction of material
A3-=—-Barvey-of-activities-
14 - List of bibliographies
_ = 15 = Union list of newspaper files Apu e
“—~ 16 = Subject-index to the publications of 1earned societies
v 17 - Collection of material on land tenure
«18 =~ Bibliography of British West Indies
~—19 - Collection of material on Mexican Revolution
20 = Revision of Larmed, Literature of American History
X el Status of memuscript inventory project
TS o Clearing house of information on reproductions
23 = Distribution of census schedules feren
wi 24 = Handbooks of collection of minor materials *
~ 26 = Proposed survey of archives situation
26 = Preservation of material:
~. A - Preservative for old paper
B - Paper standards
~ 0 - Preservation of motion picture films
Distribution of material on historic sites
Categories of material
Proposed inventory of Brazilian manuscripts
Proposed bibliography of meps
Destruction of materials
Regional activities
Finances of committee
Reorganization of committee
Budget and plans

4
/

|
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December 7, 1931

Professor Lester B, Shippoe,
History Department, University of Minnesota,
Minneapolis, Mimmesota,

Dear lester:=

I am glad to know the situation with reference to the proposed
Round Table on materials for research, This thing had its origin with the Joint
Committee on Materials for Research of the two councils, it ouwr first meeting we
decided that a study ought to be made to ascertain the categories of materials used
in the different social sciences and humanities amnd, particularly, to call attention
to types that are not generally recognized as such or used as mmch as they ouzht to
be, Gras was appoimted chairman of a sub-committee to do some preliminary work on
this matter, and by means of a questionnaire he collected some information and
opinions which he enbodied in a preliminary report.,

At the second meeting of the Joint Comnittee in September 1930, it
was decided to asic the various constituent societies of the councils to hold
discussions of the subject from their pointSof view at one of their ammmal meetings.
In order to get this started the matter was presented by Gras to the conference of
secretaries of constituent societies of the A C L S and that conference adopted a
resolution asking the societies to arrange for such discussions, The secretaries,
however, in drafting their resolution, missed ths essential point,- that the
discussion should be confined to a consideration of categories, and the resolution
seem$fl to open the door to discussions of anything relating to materials for
research,

At the meeting of the Joint Committee in Wew York Saturday, Gras
reported that the Mediaeval Acadeny had already held its discussion and that such
discussions had been arranged for the historical, economic and seeciclozical
societies. In most cases, apparently, people have been or are being asked to
take part in the discussions from different points of view and provision is made
for a stenographic report.

I think that, if our Round Table is to amount to anythinc. arrange-
ments will have to be made in advance for several people to $ake part in the
discussion. I am writing to Gras about this and, after hearing from him, I shall
probably try to round up a few discussers, I think that I shall also arrange for
someone to make a stenographic record of the discussion at the expense of tle
Joint Committee,

My trip to MNew York for the meeting Scturday was a very rapid one.
I was gone from Pittsburgh not over thirty-two hours, consequently did not have
time to take in a show in NHew York,

Sincerely yours,

Solon J. Buck
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Profesgor N. S, B, Gras,

Harvard University,

School of Business Administration,
Boston, Mass.

Dear Gras:

: I am somewhat disturbed to discover that
the responsibility for the Round Table on "Catagories
of Material for Historical Research®" at the AHA meet-
ing seems to rest on me., Shippee, as Chairman of the
program committee, wrote me recently and asked if 1
would preside. At least that is my recollection of it,.
I agreed to do so, but have been put down instead as
Leader of the discussion, and I find that no one else
has been asked to take part in it. I am inclined to
think that the affair will be a fizzle unless arrange-
nente are made in advance for a number of people to
participate in the discussion, I should like to have
your opinion on this point,and if you think advance ar-
rangements advisable I would welcome suggestions as to
people who might be asked to participate from different
points of view, I assume that you do not expect to be
in Minneapolis,

I have tendered my resignation as Chairman
of the Joint Committee and have recommended that Binkley
be designated as Chairman, 1 am finding i1t necessary to
reduce the number of activities in which I am engaged.
I have indicated, however, a willingness t0 remain & mem-
ber of the Committee if desired,

Sincerely yours,

Solon J. Buck.




December 9, 1931,

Dr. Robert 8. Woodworth, President,
Social Science Research Council,
230 Park Avenue, New York City.

Dear Dr. Woodworth:

The Joint Committee on Materials for Research
had a good meeting last Saturday and made considerable progress
with ite work., You will receive a copy of the minutes and re-
ports of special recommendations from the secretary, Mr. Binkley.
The Committee felt that it would probably be necessary to hold
another meeting in the spring, and it is the expectation that
this meeting will be in Washington. ;

In view of the pressure of the work involved

in reorganizing historical activities and setting up a research
project here, I feel that it will not be feasible for me to con-
tinue to act ag Chairman of the Committee, and I hereby present
my resignation. I am very greatly interested in the work, and
believe that it is distinctly worth while, but I have not enough
time available to do a good job and am not willing to do it bad-
ly. I should be glad, however, if desired, to remain a member
of the Committee.

I would suggest that Mr. R. C. Binkley, of
Western Reserve University, who has been serving as secretary of
the Committee, is fully conversant with its activities,and has
shown exceptional ability for work of this sort, be made the
Chairman of the Committee, If he is given adequate clerical as-
sistance, which the Committee favors, I think it will be un-
necessary to designate a secretary.

I should be glad to be relieved of the Chair-
manship as soon as it can be arranged.

Sincerely yours,

Solon J. Buck.




December ©, 1931.

Dr. Waldo G, Leland, Permanent Secretary,
American Council of Learned Societies,
807 Fifteenth Street, Washington, D. C.

Dear Leland:

I have definitely decided to tender my
resignation as Chairman of the Joint Committee on Ma-
terials for Research, and have written Dr, Voodworth
to that effect. I have, also, suggested to him that
Binkley be made the Chairman of the Committee. I
should be glad, as I have indicated, to remsin a member
of the Committee if desired, and to continue to do all
that I can to help along its work.

I spent Saturday evening with Binkley
but did not intimate to him that he might be appointed
Chairman, He is g¢ontemplating taking a year off from
Western Reserve q%&-work with Shotwell, and I do not
know how that might affect our plans.  If he accepts
the Chairmanship I agree with you that it would probably
be best to dispense with a separate Secretary, It would
be advisable, however, for him to farm out as many items
as possible to other members of the Committee and to out-
siders. Thus when a project comes in and needs investi-
gation, or following up, he could assign it to some other
member of the Committee instead of handling it himself as
has been my practice.

Sincerely yours,

Solon J. Buck.




December 14, 1831.

Professor Evarts B. Greene, Chairman,
American Historical Association,

602 Fayerweather Hall, Columbia University,
New York City.

Dear Greene:

After the meeting of our Joint Committee
on December 5, I turned all the papers over to R. C,
Binkley of Western Reserve, our secretary, as I am re-
signing from the Chairmanship on account of the pres-
sure of other work. Doubtless you will receive com-
plete information as to the action of the Committee on
the Legal History project from Binkley in a few days.
%ed cannot give you the exact phraseology of the resolu-
tion adopted as I have not received the minutes yet,
but the gist of it is that the Committee recommended
that the Council make a small grant, I think it was
$300, to enable your group to make an @dvance canvas
for subscriptions, and that further subvention for pub-
lication be dependent upon obtaining a considerable
portion of the publication cost through advance sub-
seription.

I infer from your letter that you are
probably not going to Minneapolis., If this is so I
am very sorry as 1 had hoped to have a talk with you
th’-’re .

Sincerely yours,

Solon J. Buck




Jecember 15, 193

Professor John D. Hicks,
History Department, Harvard Universi
Boston, Maes,

Hicks:

jince writing you before I have been through
carefully several timees your "Report of the American History Con-
ference on Research®, and I find 1% very interestiing and sugges—
tive. I wonder if you had access to the repliss to the {ur*+ion-
naire sent out by Dextezr Perkins last February. On a chance that
you did _m., I am sending you herewith a copy of uy Te u_y with
the accompanying ;Qotb . As this is ';¢ only copy 1 I will /-~
appre 01¢Lt it if you will return 1i¢ me for wy file

L8 oocur

.= Your emphasis on "cultural contributions of im-
migrant groups" appeals to me very Stho“”l? I f*ﬂ’ that in
particular contribution of the Zouth Europe element has been
neglected, and I ne tc make & study Wloh“ uhv¢J iines one of the
featuree of our vs; As for negliected areas in American histo-
Ty, it secems t that regional r.ntﬁrv in general is neglected,
and that the history of the Appalachian plateau has been much more

neglected than thnf of the gouth,

Ve Co = The Alvord Commission is not undertaking a survey
sources, but ﬂ“?91j the publication ol seloected documentary nae-
terial. A survey of nonarchival manuscript material for American
history and literature has oeen plannag, however, has been approved
by our Joint Committee and by the two Coun uiJ.S),} ich have under-
taken to raice the money for it. This has a bDearing also on nmumber
three of your recommendations.

Hinklay's report on
Materials is now out, and I am asking
Holbrookt's Survey ﬁf Azencies and Their
be out until early in January, 1 shall
CODY.

planng the meeting




in Minneapolis as would like to talk over some of these mat-
ters with you. um resigning the Chairmenship of the Joint Come
mittee, but my interest in these matters will still be strong,

Sincerely yours,

Solon J, Buck,




December 15, 19¢1,

Professor R. C, Binkley,
Western Reserve University,
Cleveland, Ohio.

Dear Binkleys

If you have not already done so, I wish
you would send a copy of your report to Professor John 0,
Hicke, History Department, Harvard University. Don't for-
get that you are to send me another copy. I wondex if you
have seen *39 "Report of the American Histcery Conference on
Research F ﬂ“iﬂ” Held at the University of Chicagn, Novembex
's Hicks, who was Chairman of this Conference, has
u“y of t e report and it is a very inter :bbil”
docwae onside:
als fu e‘bﬁrch.

-

rable part of ;t being devoted to materi-
If you do not have, and cannot get a copy

of 4t from him, let me know and I will lend you the copy that
I heve
-~ - 'S A

i suppose you received one of Dexter Perkinst
iuesuiaunaires sent out last February to members of depdart-
ients of history inquiring about research projects, materials,
t:sla, etc, I understand that the Questionnaire and the 'rouv
conferences that have been, or are being, held are parts of
the activity of the AHA in *urvg;¢;” the research situation in
history under & grant from the SSRC, It seems to me that the
revlin* tc the “westionnaire or such of them =28 eontain valu-
able sugpestions with reference to materials, tools, etc. ouvght
%0 be looked over by scmeone on behalf of the Joint Committee.

Sincerely yours,

S8olon J. Buck.




HARVARD UNIVERSITY

GRADUATE SCHOOL OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

GEORGE F. ‘BAKER FOUNDATION,

SovLpiers FieLp
BosTton, MassACHUSETTS

December 16

. Historical Survey

Dear Buck:

I am not ise at y be 1 of the burden
of guiding the Jniq: The
amount of work that e might ;4G sa At the
same time the vu‘on:\rt;on be
translated into actuality gree with you
that Binkley's interest in th sct would probably Jjustify

wllc

his sppointment as chairman,.

discuss the subject which
zgest Fer‘-tlus f North Dakota, Shippee,

all have somewhat different backerounds

participate in the discussion,

Sincerely yours,




A fj%;&twt/(;

18 Decomber, 1931

Mr. Jamee Thayer Cerould
Princeton University
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear ¥y, Gerould:

I enclose & carbon copy of my letter to Pregident Woodworth
of the Social Science Research Council.

As 1 let my mind play over the problem I can see as the
conerete recult of cooperative planning prineipaslly new lists -
selections from the great number of titles in the check 1ist -
with sach selection of titles eonstituting s wseful and pon-
sistent body of research meterials, For insitance, there would
be the kind of material for financial stddies, for legal studiess,
for studies of political history, or for research in sgriculture
and food supply. The Michigan Law School would want lagal
materials, Princeton financial, the Food Research Institute
at Stanford agrioultural, and so forth., Political history
can be divided elther by country or by period. The classifying
of material in what we wmight o2ll " acquisition lista® could
furnish 2 basie for exchange among institutiens, to the end that
all collections would be rationalised.

The work at the Bureau of Standarde on paper deterioration
introducsi & factor whioh we may have to consider, namely the
condition of the alr in the placa ghosen 8o & depolitory for
& category of documents. Paper deterioration in air like that
of ﬁgw York City, which abounds in chemioal impurities, is very
rap .

I am gending you two copies of our Survey off Methods of
Reproducing Research ¥aterials. If you have time to go over
it and 1st me have your oriticisms I should appreeiate your
belp very much: This is & very small edition, which we wish to
have thoroughly criticised and smended before we bring out a
larger one. 1 feel all the wore free to trouble you with $his
becauce I think that some of the conglusions may affect poliocies
in aoquiring serial government dcoumenta.

Vary sincerely youre,
Robert 0. Binkley

S8eo'y Joint Committee on Materials for
Research,




Profencor Robert 8. Woodworth, Prosidént
Sodkal Secience Hegearch Nouneil
New York City

Dear Professor Woodworth:

The Joint Cotumittee on Materisls for Researoh, at its
mescting on December 6th, ook the following action in connection
with 2 problem laid before it by ¥r. Cerould of Princeton:

"The Joint Comuittee recommends to the Social Scienos
Research Oounoll that 1t appropriate three Rundred dollars. to
be used.in organiging & small Qonference to cutliné a
for 1library cooperation in the seculsition of gerizl
of foreign povernments."

¥ay 1 add ! the rel
problem to the field. Ths rational distribution Teccah

4

materials, anli @ ctive allocation of recoonsibility for atheting

them, require library cooperation, speeialization ani divésion
of field. This is a general problem, to be aporoachsed through
particular cases. MNow the particular cazee which ariges is
brought up by Mr, Gerould, becauss he fears that the result of
the completion of the oheok list ¢f serial covernment documents
will be 2 competition among buyers whioh will un@uly raise
prices. Discussion in the Joint Committee indicated that nany
difficultics will be encountered in dividine the field among
1ibrarics and making sure that the 1libraries whish accept
responsibllitics agtually oarry them out. There iz the further
progpect that gome of the new methods of wproducing research
materials will find a plece in the pieture, Altopether, 1%
appeared that the problem wne eufficisntly difficuls and at the
same time sufficiently definite, s thet ite solution would make
the solution of other vroblems of similar sharscter mush gagier,

Would you wigh to have more information ahout this proposal
laid Yefore you?

Very esinoeérely yours,

Robert 0. Binkley, Sec'y,

Professor Robert 8. Woodworth, dJoint Committee on Ha¥er1als for
President Resecarch

Boclal fSeicnce Researéh Council

New York Qity




18 Decenmber, 1931

Mr. Herbert Putnam, Librgrian
Library of Congress
Washington, D. 0.

Dear Nr. Putnam:

1 am s ending you under gseparste cover a copy of a
Survey of Methode of Reproducing Hesearch Materials, prepared
for the Joint Committee on Materials for Ressarch of the
Boclial Bcience Research Counsil snd the American Counell
of learned Societies.

One of the methods surveyddin this book is the filmelide
method. On page JO2 and 107, also 121 there is refersnce to
the strange result of a comparieon of the Lelea with the
Lemare squipment. Tests waide by myself and Dr. Hartin seem
to indicate a difference in raaolving power @ gre=t that
the advantage of the larger sisze of film used in the
Lemare equipment is lost., This i2 a matter of great im-
portance in deciding which eguipment ought %o be recommended
to libraries for purchase,

I an writing %o you to sok whether you think it would be
well to have the Bureau of Standards check these results
which Dy. Martin and I obtsined, and whether you would oare
to ask them to do 1%. The members of the Joint Committee
thought that the Bureau might be willing to make the tast
free of charge for the Library of Oongress. But if it i
necessary fo make & small appropriation the Joint Committes
can find the funds.

If, while you are glanoing through the survey, any
eriticism oocuy to you, I would be very glad to have them
for incorporation in the next printing.

Very aincerely yours,

Robert O, Binkley, See'y.
Joint Committee on Haterials for Researdh.
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COMMITTEE ON LEGAL HISTORY
CHARLES M. ANDREWS JOHN DICKINSON

CARROLL T. BOND FELIX FRANKFURTER

EVARTS B. GREENE, CHAIRMAN
602 FAYERWEATHER HALL, COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY

RICHARD B. MORRIS, SECRETARY
1795 RIVERSIDE DRIVE, NEW YORK CITY

December 18, 1931

Dr. Solon J. Buck

Historical Society of Western Pennsylvania
Bigelow Boulevard and Parkman Avenue
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Dear Bucks:

I am obliged to you for the information con-
tained in your letter of December 14th. I have not as yet
heard from Binkley, but probably I shall before long. I am
not quite sure whether the arrangement proposed is going to
be practicable.

1 am sorry not to have the chance of seeing
you at Minneapolis, but under the present circumstances I do
not think I can manage it.

With best wishes for the holiday season, I am

Sincerely yours,

W




TELEPHONE: DISTRICT 3395 CABLE ADDRESS: ACOLS

AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES
MEMBER OF THE

AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY, 1727 INTERNATIONAL UNION OF ACADEMIES AMERICAN ECONOMIC AsSSCCIATION, 1885

AMERICAN ACADEMY OF ARTS AND SCIENCES, 1780 AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL ASSOCIATION, 1900
AMERICAN ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY, 1812 EXECUTIVE OFFICES AMERICAN ANTHROPOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION, 1902

AMERICAN ORIENTAL SoCIETY, 1842 907 FIFTEENTH STREET AMERICAN POLITICAL SCIENCE ASSOCIATION, 1904
AMERICAN PHILOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION, 1869 BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA, 1904

ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE OF AMERICA, 1879 WASHINGTON, D. C. AMERICAN SOCIOLOGICAL SoclETY, 1905

SOCIETY OF BIBLICAL LITERATURE AND EXEGESIS, 1880 HISTORY OF SCIENCE SOCIETY, 1924
MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA, 1883 E LINGUISTIC SOCIETY OF AMERICA, 1924
AMERICAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION, 1884 19th December 1951, MEDIAEVAL ACADEMY OF AMERICA, 1825

Dear Buck:

I think I have not acknowledged your letter of
December 9. I do so now, simply to say that I very much
regret your decision not to continue as Chairman of the
Joint Committee.

I have written to Dr. Woodworth, expressing the

view that Blnkley would make an admirable successor, and
saying also that I hope you will remain a member of the
Committee. I think that the Committee is getting into 1its
stride now, thanks to your skillful management and also to
Binkley'!s interest and enthusiasm.

Very sincerely yours,

Waldo G. Leland,
Permanent Secretary.

Dr. Solon J. Buck,
Historical Building,
4338 Bigelow Boulevard,
Pittsburgh, Pa.
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WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY
CLEVELAND, OHIO

COLLEGE FOR WOMEN Dec. 23’ 1931.

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

Professor Solon J,Buck,
Western Pennsylvania Historical Survey,
Pittsburgh,Pa.

Dear Buck:

I think that Lydenberg's letter of December 14th
proposing a procedure for gathering more information before
calling the conference that Gerould wants ought to be taken
very seriously.

Would you advise me to send a copy of the letter
to Gerould (with Lydenberg's permission) and ask him what
he would think of postponing the meeting which we have

decided upon until after the information which Lydenberg
suggests has been collected by Miss Gregory?

Sincerely yours,

(g(uuz’ bvFr el

Robert C.Binkley

/




WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY
CLEVELAND, OHIO

COLLEGE FOR WOMERN

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

December 22,1931,

Professor Solon J.Buck,
Western Pennsylvania Historical Survey,
Pittsburgh,Pa.

Dear Buck:

The enclosed cories indicate that the debris of our Decem-
ber 5th meeting has been cleared away.

And we are now in a position to consider problems of the
next meeting. I wonder whether we couldn't begin to prepare for the
next meeting in something of this fashion: -- that we take up separate
items of the agenda between ourselves, decide upon the documentary
material which each member of the Joint Committee should have in order
that his thought may be most usefully contributed, and reproduce this
material in carbon copies or by mimeograph. If by mimeograph, this
meterial could become an annex to the Minutes, making our whole
decision much clearer to those concerned; and then point by point as
we accumulate prepared agenda iteme we can approach the decision
of when to call a meeting,

Among the material which seems to be ripe for this treatment
is the census material -- that is, especially correspondence with
Stuart A.Rice (Item 10 on your agenda list). It isn't clear to me
what Rice wants us to do, other than to pass a resolution similar to
the one that he has passed. You have analyzed the census material,

Is there something that we should circulate as a basis of discussion
at the next meeting?

Very sincerely yours,

ot

Robert C.Binkley
Secly of the Joint' Committee
on Materiagls for Research
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Copy for Professor Buck

December 22,1931,

Mr.Matthew Spinka,

Librarian,

The Chicago Theological Seminary,
5757 University Ave.,
Chicago,Ill.

Dear Mr. Spinka:

I enclose a copy of the Minutes of the meeting of
the Joint Committee on Materials for Research, in whid the
pw blem of the cataloging of the papers of the American Home
Missionary Society was discusced.

A project has been organized to describe all manuscript
sources available in the country on American history of litera-
ture, the description +to be accomplished under the direction of
the Library of Congress. The collection of the American Home
Missionary Society will undoubtedly be included in this general
description, which will make it known in its relation to the
total equipment of the whole country among the historical schol-
are who can use it, &

The prepration of a calendar is a different problem,
as your correspondence with the Chairman has already proved.
In the calendaring of the papers o the American Fur Company,
an organization of the historical societies interested in possess-
ing copies & the calendars accomplished the work. It is this
method which the Joint Committee thoucht most fitting for the
treatment of the American Home Missionary Society papers.

Very sincerely yours,

Robert C.Binkley
Sec'y of the Joint Committee
on Materials for Research




AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES

MEMBER OF THE
INTERNATIONAL UNION OF ACADEMIES

EXECUTIVE OFFICES
907 FIFTEENTH STREET
WASHINGTON, D, C,

Newton Lower Falls,
Massachsuetts

December 23,1931
Dear Buck:

Your letter of the 18th reaches me in New England where I shall
be until the night of the 26th. I think however that I can answer it,
thanks to annotationas that Mr.Graves has made on it as it passed through
the office.

! The circular is printed in BULLETIN 15,pp. 73-77.

2. I am sorry to say that we neglected to have offprints made, g0
there are none available. A supply could be had by planographing atca
small coste

3& According to the Kirby prices,if lenographed in Washington,
75C copies would cost $2.50 per page,or £445.50. (700 copies would

probably be $433.62). Thie price is for wired pamphlets. Mr.Graves thinks
that the prdce if stiched would be about $500. You propably have a some-
what better ce from Connell,and I think that I should let them dof -

the jJobe. It is worth something to us to get a line on differefeft com-
panies in 2 new kind of work such as this,. »

4. It hardly seems worth while,to me,to have the plates held. In
a very short time the survey will be out of date except as a list of
agencies,and if it were to be reissued it should be revised firste I
should rather order an oversupply nowe I should think,however,that
800 would be ample,and I had rather supposed that 750 would suffice.
It i1s cheaper,however,to be a little laviep at thie point than to
8all too close to the wind (how lavishness and sailing into the wind
can offset each other in a figure of speech is a question into which
I will not go Just now).

This will hardly reach you in time to be of any use before you
start for Minneaapolis. I hope that the meetings will be most success-
fu 1le The AGLS will be repres-ented 2t your conference by Mr.Jogn Mar-
shall,cur newly appointed editor. -

This typing is personnally mine,like the type writer. The Ex Offices
should not be held responsiblee.

Dr.Solon J.Buck Waldo G.Leland
Historical Building
Pittsburgh, Pa.




WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY
CLEVELAND, OHIO

COLLEGE FOR WOMEN

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

Dec. 33,1931,

Professor Solon J.Buck,
Western Pennsylvania Historical Survey,
Pittsburgh,Pa.

Dear Buck:

Thank you for the corrections of the Minutes,which
I am making on my master copy and will put on any Minutes
circulated in the future.

I think your suggestion about definite advice on
preparation of material for reproduction by the offset process
is a good one. The reason for the difference of quotations on
the 7 x 9 size as well as for the difference in format is this:
The large Harris press prints a number of pages at a time and
has an area which divides equally into a 7 x 9 size. The small
size used by Edwarde is a sheet 11 x 17, which does not economical-
ly divide into the 7 x 9 size. That is probably why Edwards
was so reluctant to bid onthe 7 x 9.

Would you mind giving me the name of your Pittsburg
firm, for I would like to get lower quotations than I have on
the large size offset press if possible,

I am afraid that I won't be able to go to Minneapolis,

I have sent five copies of the Survey to you, and have
also sent out most of the necessary copies to the collaborators.
I still have a few copies left, so that if any strategic points
to place them occur to you, let me know by all means,

Since;i}y yours,

Nolet E43be

Robert C.Binkley ]
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December 24, 1931

Dr. Solon J. Buck

Western Pennsylvania Historical Society
Bigelow Boulevard

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Dear Dr. Buck:?

On receipt of your letter of December 9th ex-
pressing your desire to be relieved of the duties of
chairman of the Joint Committee on Meterials for Re-

earch and on following correspondence with Dr, Leland
of the American Council of Learned Societies, I have
consulted our Executive Committee and by their authority
accept your resignation with much appreciation for your
work as cheirman. We have also agreed with the American
Council of Learned Societies to the appointment of Mr,
Binkley as your successoT.

I inferred from your letter that you would be
able to continue as a member of the committee and sin-
cerely hope that you will do so.

Very truly yours,

RSW/set







TELERHONE: DisTRICT 2395

AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES

AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY, 1727

AMERICAN ACADEMY OF ARTS AND SCIENCES, 1780
AMERICAN ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY, 1812

AMERICAN ORIENTAL SOCIETY, 1842

AMERICAN PHILOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION, 1869
ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE OF AMERICA, 1879
SOCIETY OF BIBLICAL LITERATURE AND EXEGESIS, 1880
MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA, 1883
AMERICAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION, 1884
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Decenber 29, 1931

Dr, Waldo &, Leland, Permanent Secretary,
Americen Oouncil of learned Societies,
907 Fifteenth Street,
Washington, D. €.
¥y dear Dr. Islandi=

Pormit me to aciknowledge yours of the 281511
to Dr, Bugk, who is now at the A, H, A, Convention in
Minnespolis,and to add that the bid of the Connell Sormany
is accepted and the compieted cony in their hands, Since
the maicing of plates will occupy them until Ir, Buck's

return and until farther word, perhaps, is received {rom

you, questions as to the size of the edition and as %o a

choice between sewing and wire-gtitching have been left

open, The printer has promised to make up dunmies to ag~
gist in deciding the latter point,

Yery truly yours,

Franklin F. Holbrook
FFH: AM






