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WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY
CLEVELAND, OHIO

FLORA STONE MATHER COLLEGE
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

January 12,1933,

Dear Buck:

Following your recommendztion they have made me your heir
in the chairmanship. And I have taken the job, - but in the confidence
that you will continue as in the past to carry a heavy load in the
work,

I am therefore sending you s cooy of my letter to Gerould

and will continue to send you copies of policy-forming correspondence,
at least until you cry for help.,

Now this is what I would like to request. You have thought
& good deal about this library cooperation problem. Can't vou manage
to get_vour thoughts on paper? If we pet some memoranda from a few'of
the libraries and draw up s few of them ourselves, we will be ready to
use meeting time to very great advantagce. :

Very sincerely yours,

Robert C.Binkle9







COPY FOR MR .BUCK

Jan.1l2,1933,
Dear Leland:;

I think very highly of the idea of 'a planographed
edition of the papers Gras has been gathering. I suppose
he has got into touch with Hicks who is editing the history
research report? Poesibly all the:regional donference
repor te on history research might be gone over and those
parts which relate to research material abstracted from them
to form another paper in the collection.

I think also that it would be well to have some of
the research representatives present at a meeting of the
Joint Committee. But it should have a planned relationship
to our meeting that will consider library cooperation. It
seems that we can't handle many complex questions at ‘one
meeting, A few agenda items, all well documented, and amply
prepared for by all present, will carry us further than a long
list. This may mean that we will have to meet more frequently
in 1932 than in 1931 -- which is what we should expect, since
the preliminary surveys in the three departments of our job-
accuisition policies, categories of materials, and methods
of reproduction, - are now so far advanced as to omtitute a
basis for policy-forming,

I enclose a longer memorandum which I am circulating
to the members.,

Sincerely yours,

Rebert C.Binkley
RB/P
Enc,

Copies to Mr.Buck,
Mr. Cranes




WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY
CLEVELAND, OHIO

FLORA STONE MATHER COLLEGE

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY January 20’ 19 33.

Professor Solon J.Buck,

Western Pennsylvania Historical Survey,
Historical Bldg.,

Pittsourgh, Pa.

Dear Buck:

I find that I have unexpectedly run out of copies of
the survey, with demands for it coming in from all corners.
I doubt whether we should print more until the Joint Committee
has had a chance to meet and formulate a point of view which the
report could then present.

Now I have a note from Crane asking for some copies for
the 8.8.R.C. Could you spare two or three of those which were
sent to you for that purpose and send them on to Crane?

I am getting a lot of criticisms of the report, some of
them very severe. As I envisage the next edition, it ought,-as you
suggest -to contain much more definite instructions for publishing
oy all the methods indicated and much more practical information
on where to get and how to specify paper quality. This may mean
binding in with the book a considerable amount of sample material.
If we decide to do this, it will be important to figure out early
in the game how l[rge an edition we wish, because I will went to
get one sample page - for instance - of a certain type of paper.
It would be dlfilcult therefore, to make a reprint edition.

Wheg is your opinion as to the size of an edition which we could
use

Very cinceraly yours,

P

Robert U Blnkley




WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY
CLEVELAND, OHIO

FLORA STONE MATHER COLLEGE
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY b iy 714
February 3,19

Professor Solon J.Buck,

Western Pennsylvania Historical Survey,
Historical Bldg.,

Pittsburgh,Ps.

Dear Buck:

I enclose a sample of the stationery which Miss
Allen designed at the S8.8.R.C. headouarters. Apart from
the membership roll, which is a little incomplete, what do
you think of it? Won't you mark it up with your comments
and criticisms so that we can decide on something definitive?
She printed a hundred sheets for temporary use. Do you
want to have a few of them? :

Sincerely yours,

Robert C.Binkley




JOINT CoMMITTEE ON MATERIALS FOR RESEARCH
OF THE
AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES
AND THE
SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL
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WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY
CLEVELAND, OHIO

FLORA STONE MATHER COLLEGE February 4’ 1932‘

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

Professor Solon J.Buck,

Western Pennsylvania Historical
Survey,

Hystorical Bldg.,

Pittsburgh,Pa.

Dear Buck:

I am sending you a copy of a letter from
Stuart Rice, which indicates work going on that
parallels but does not seem to duplicate the
Holbrook report.

I have sent Rice my carbon copy of Holbrook's
revort and have asked him to return it to me. As soon
as the final edition comes out, it might be well to let
him have a copy of it.

Very sincerely yvours,

é%lf&i#*”iiﬂbfya¢a¢ﬁ{’

Robert €, Binkley
Chairman of the Joint/Committee
on Materials for Research
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The President!s Research Committee on Social Trende.

University of Penunsvlvanie
Philadelphia,Pa.
February 1,1932
Professor Robert C.Binkley
Western Reserve University
Cleveland,Ohio

Dear Binkley:

I have just returned from the meectings of tne A.C.L.S. in
Washington. = You will, of course, learn irO" Leland that the Tesolution
passed by the Sociological Society and the Statistical Association
referred, as per schedule, to vour Committee. What is to be the date
of your mext Committee meeting? I should like to' attend , but have one
or two other meetings scheduled around the same time, as I remember 1it,
(more of this later).

There is one thing, in particular, which I learned during the
A.C.L.S.meetings and asbout ‘which I am h“ctdnLnﬁ to get in touch with you.
Leland or Gresves, in reporting for your Committee, mentioned that your
Committee was making a survey of the research of organizations. This
started me to wondering whether or not we were duplicating in respect
to an 2ctivity which is related to my work for the President'!s Research
Comuittee on Social Trends. Let me explain again'just what I am trying
to do in general, and then in particular,. so far as it might affect your
survey:

here are some fifty or more investigators involved in QOgburn's
series of studies ofi Social Trends., EKach'of these is presumably making
the best use he can of 'the data.he can find, to -show the chances that have
occurred with respect to his topic. My tqak in general, is to summsarize
this experience so far =28 it relates to the m?tﬂ themselves. In addition,
I am expected tocarry on. a promotional: tagk = to secure whatever improve-
ments opportunity permits.

m
i1
8

I have conceived of the Tormal report which I would mske as
follows: There would be something-like a progcram or platform of needed
developments, changes, extensions, etc., with respect to our social
statietical data. (I shall 1limit this largely to periodic or time-series
data, excluding that of survey or cross sectional type, for the mosgt
Darts. Second, I have started a detailed index or guide to time 331139
data for social statistice. Thig is's rather huge task, and I have no
expectation of being able to finish it during the current year. A
poseible third section of my report was to 0e, perhaps, an alphabetized
index to the social org ﬂlZﬁul“nq collection periodic data. I have not
been at all sure of tth third otlon, but my secretary has been
industriously sending out letters during her spare moments, for several
months past, of which the enclosed carbon copy is the Torm. We have sent
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out in the neighborhood of three hundred such letters, and have quite
a ouantity of materisl sent in accompanying letters of reply. I

have not as yet digested any of this, but casual scrutiny has led me
to feel that we sghould wet something out of it. I have thoucht
possible that we would use the material only 'in connection with the
index of time series.

Is this anything like wh&t yvour Com
there any way in which we could cooperate, su
work together on the task? My major effort i
information about our social data organized =

W

1ittee is doing? Is
pplement, or otherwise
m

erely to get needed
nd available for those

who need it.

3

Corénp1ly yourss,

(signed) Stuart A.Rice




November 19,1931

Consumer's Research, Inc.
340 West 23rd 8t.
New York City.

Gentlemen:

On behalf of the Presidentts Regearch Committee on
:o cial Trends and the Social Science Research Council, I am
making an sppreissl of the statistical data available for studies
of "social change. . The immediate object is to sugeest possible
additiong to, or improvements in, existing data. I likewise
contemplate the prevaration of a cuide to ti“e eriev data for
sociel estefistics, designed to be of aid to research workers.

In connection with these related projects, it would be
helpful if you would be so kind as to inform me regarding the
followings

(1) Do you collect and tabulate periodical data concerning
the activities of your organization, or concerning the
field in which wvour organization is interested?

What is their general nature?
Are these data published or unpublished?
If published, can you send me a copy (or conies) of

the report in which they apvear? If unouollgﬂex,
the data available for the use of research workers
vour office?
Do vou have in vour organization a statistical or
research buresu, department. or committee, responsible
for the collection and prevaration of statistical
data, or for the representation of vour gstatisticel
interests in any other fashion? * In the case of
committees, will you please supply committee names
and personnel?

(6) Can you suggest any ways — general or svecific -
for the improvement of American socisl statistics?

I should greatly appreciate as full g reply to thi
inoulry as your time and circumstances permit.

Respectfully veurs,

Stuart A.Rice
Please reply to
Logan Hall
University of Pennsylvania
Philadelphia,Pa.




UNITED STATES SECTION

InTERNATIONAL COMMISSION ON FoLk ARTS
Commission Internationale des Arts Populaires
65 EAST 56th STREET, NEW YORK CITY
Telephone Plaza 3-9756

ELIZABETH BURCHENAL ROBERT ALFRED SHAW RUTH BURCHENAL
Chairman Treasurer Secretary
February 8, 1932
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Dr. Buck ~Page 2

iffer from purely utilitarian objects by reason of their aesthetic

"ErﬁCuDI. In the same way, the study of folk arts diffems in a marked way
rom Ethnographical and A“Ln:nclc rical studies.

The filed which the United States Section has to cover is largely
the sutochthonous folk manifestations, of a rural character, of
States whites, produced here during the past 200 years, with proper
senation of the field of the United States Indian tribal arts. Due
1 of Negro folk art, in so far as it represents indigenous
folk material, is include d

The Folk Arts Project which the U,itéd States Section has under
y (one which was developed here independently, previous to the formation
;;e International Commission, through the work of the American Folk
nce Society, and which proved to be in exact accordance with the procedure
opted by the Commission for all countries) includes: certain research,
14 work and documentation: assembling of an archive of reference data,
ilms, records, publications, etc., relating to folk arts:; maintenance of a
tio“al information bureau for folk arts; and propaganda for the preserva-
ion, promotion, and use of folk arts in the United States

O
v
.

d
ie

The most immediate objective of the International Commission, and
of each of its National Committees is the coming First International Exhibi-
tion of Folk Arts, sponsored by the League of Nations, and undertaken by the
Comuiﬁsion, to be hel[ at Berne in 1934, Enclosed is a resume of the offi-

igl documents of the Exhibition &hich will explain the purpose and scope of
the Exhibition ani define our responsibility in connection with it,

You can readily sppreciate with what care and discretion the National
Committee on Folk Arts of the United States has to be assembled. In accordance
with the Commissions recommendations for the larger countries, this Committee
is to be smell - representative of national organizations and institutions,
occupying themselves primarily or secondarily with the study or promotion of
folk arts of the United States, supported by Corresponding Members representing
different sections, or expert knowledge in specilal branches of folk arts
The statement of organization enclosed will give you the personnel of *Ae Com-
mittee as it stands at the moment. The members of this Committee have no obli-
gations or duties other than the giving of expert opinion as needed. here
will be few if any meetings of the Committee since its members are widely
scattered. Membership on this Committee is in the nature of a patriotic service,

Because of your special knowledge of our histcrical background and of
the work of the Historical Societies of u;e country, which are presumably con-
cerned in part with the collection of Folk Arts, your couneel and cooperation
is very much needed.

Will you do us the honor of accepting appointment either on the National

Committee on Folk Arts of the United States, or as a Corresponding Consultant
for that Conmittee,- whichever relation seems better.to you

Sincerely yours
le. kel Aecesee

Elizabeth Burchensl, Chairman




RESUME OF OFFICIAL, DOCUMENTS OF THE EXHIBITION
FIRST INTERNATIONAE EXHIBITION OF FOLK ARTS, BERNE, 1924

(Bxposition Internatiomale des Arte Populaires)

The Exhibition is sponsored by the League of Nationas and organiszed by
the CI%y of Berne and owiss Federal Council, in conjunction with the Buresu
of the Internmational Commission on Folk Arts and its Watiomal Committees.

An official invitation to ticipate in this Exhibition has been extended
to all Governments,

The idea of an International Comgress of Folk Arts and an Exhibition of
Folk Arts was first projected by a sub-committes of the League of Nations,
and at such a Congress held in Prague in 1928, Berne proposed to undertake
the organisation of the Exhibition, in collaboration with the State Couneil
of Berme and the Swiss Federal Council, which proposal was spproved and the
date of the Exhibition to be 1934, at Berne.

t 1] ional Congress of Wolk Arts was two-fold
(1) Scientific - for the study and preservation of folk arts of all countries and

(2) Social,- for bringing the peoples of the world closer together,

%MMMM, the International Commission on Folk

Arts (Commission Internationale des Arts Populaires) composed of experts in the
study of folk arts - one from each country represented - was established, each
member being charged with the duty of setting up and earrying on the work begun

by the Congress, in his own country,

Tollowing this National Committees were organized by the representatives
of the different countries (Miss ¥lizabeth Burchenal being the member for the
United States) the duties of these Committees being to co-operate with their
respective Govermments to insure the participation of the country in an suthen-
tic and representative manner and in accordance with the scientific prineiples
laid down for the Exhibition. In the United States this work is now under-way
under the scientific guidance of a National Committee on Folk Arts of the United
States,

The whole of the E.;E‘“!Z work has been approved by the International
Commission on ¥olk Arte im its first plenary session in Rome in 1929 snd by the

Second Internstional Congress of Folk Arts held in Belgium in 1930,

The Exhibition is designed to make a valuable contribution to the progress
of science arc; %to give fresh impetus to the folk arts of civilized countries,
and to place valuable data, never before available, at the disposal of students,
artists and craftsmen,




UNITED STATES SECTION

of the
INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION ON FOLK ARTS *
(Commission Internationale des Arts Populaires)

(The American Folk Dance Society)

——— e

The Leaszne of Nations desiring to promote folk arts called an International
Congress of Folk Arts to meet in Prague, October, 1928,

FORMATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION ON FOLK ARTS

t the above 2 Resolution was adopted creating a permanent Inter-
national Commission on Folk Arts (Commission Internationale des Arts Populaires)
a body of specialists in the study of Folk Arts, composed of one member from
each nation represented at the Congress, This Commission originally formed
independently of the League of Nations, one of its'organs of Intellectusl
Co~operation,'

UNITED STATES REPRESENTATION

On behalf of the United States Miss Elizabeth Burchenal attended the Congress
at Prague, representing the American Folk Dance Society. She was elected by the
Congress as a member of the Permanent International Commission on Folk Arts and
Was requested by said Comgress to arrange for the formation, in the United States,
of & National Committee on Folk Arts.

DESIGNATION OF AMERICAN FOLK DANCE SOCIETY AS UNITED SATES SECTION

In October, 1929, the Internatiomal Commission on Folk Arts held its first
plenary meeting in Rome and adopted a Comstitution, This Constitution provides
that the International Commission on Folk Arts shall be composed of representa~
tives of the various national committees. The representatives must be "experts
specializing in the study of Folk Arts,”

The Ipternational Commission om Folk Arts on October 25th, 1929, formally
accepted the American Folk Dance Society as the UNITED STATES SECTION of the
Commission, and accepted Miss Burchensal as its representative to hold office until
her resignation, removal ot replacement as provided by ARTICLE V of the Constitution
of the International Commission on Folk Arts,

The selection of Miss Burchenal by said Congress as Committeeman, and the ac-
ceptance of the American Folk Bance Society as the UNITED STATES SECTION &f the
International Commission on Folk Srts were made on the basis of the Folk Arts Project
of the American Folk Dance Society which had been presented at the Prague Congress

* Statement is based on official documents
of the International Commission on Folk Arts
and the League of Nations,




Folk Arts as comprehended by this Exhibition and classified in the offi-
¢ial drochure, will embrace folk arts and crafts, in connection with farm
and other rural buildings; the domestic arts and decoration, sculpture and

painting; implements; vehicles, etec.; personal art, costumes, ornaments,
masical instruments, etc.; soclal and collective art as developed in family

and community; folk songs, dances and music; technical and scientific research

work and publications concerning folk arts.

of the general expense,

in the official designation

of 'l'onrn and Duties of Eatioul cmittool' the United States Section has
placed its National Committee on Folk Arts of the United States at the disposal

of the Government.

Submitted by

Eliszabeth Burchenal, United States
Hember International Commission

on ¥Folk Arts
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and printed in the resume of said Congress.

This project had already been developed independently in this country,
as the outgrowth of work extending over a period of twenty years, and now
proved to be in complete harmony with the purpose and intention of the Inter-
national Commission on Bolk Arts as laid down by the Prague Congress,

By the adoption of Resolutions, imstructionswere given to each of its
members by the International Commission on Folk Arts as to the composition
of his national committee., The instructions provided that "these national
comaittees shall comprise specialists in the various folk arts and so far as
possible representatives of Societies which either primarily or secondarily
occupy themselves with these studies." Miss Burchenal undertoock to carry out
these resolutions and decisions of the International Commission on Folk Arts.

In pursuance whereof, the American Folk Dance Society was re-organiged in
December, 1929, to form the UNITED STATES SECTION of the International Commission
on Folk Arts, at the same time retaining its full independence and autonomy to
carry out its own pbjects.

On December 28th, 1929, various Resolutions were adopted accepting the
designation of the Society as the UNITED STATES SECTION of the INTERNATIONAL
COMMISSION ON FOLK ARTS and confirming Miss Burchenal as its representative
on the Commission, Due notice of this action was then forwarded to the Secretary
General of the Commission at the International Institute of Intellectual Co-
operation, in Paris.

Moreover, since the UNITED STATES SECTION included as members persons
who were not specialiste in Folk Arts, the Section brought itself into complete
hermony with the specifications of the Commission by creating a National Commit-
tee on Folk Arts of the United States composed exclusively of experts specializing
in the various branches of folk arts,

OCRGANIZATION

GOVERNING BOARD (Administrative)

Miss Elizabeth Burchenal, President-Director; United States Member
Internstional Commission on Folk Arts;

Mr, Robert Alfred Shaw, Treasurer; Public Director Brooklyn=-
Manhattan Transit Corporation; Chairman,
Brooklyn Committee Philharmonic-Symphony
Orchestra; Member Advisory Committee
Title Guarantee & Tyust Co., Brooklyn
Branch;

Miss Juliana Cutting, Office; 598 Madison Averme, New York City




GOVERNING BOARD (Concluded)

Dr., R. Tait McKenzie, 2014 Pine Street, Philadelphia, Penn,;
President American Academy of
Physical Education; Fellow Royal
Canadiam Academy; Educator, Sculptor,
Aathor;

Miss Ruth Burchensal, Secretary; Associate Director
American Folk Dance Society

NATIONAL BOARD OF SPONSORS (Homorary)

HATIONAL GOMMITTER ON FOLK ARTS OF THE UNITED STATES (Scientific & Technical)

CORRESPONDING MEMBERS (Technical Consultants and Regional Representatives)

GENERAL MRMBERSHIP (Life, Sustaining, Contribating, Associate, Subscribing)

EEADQUARTERS

65 Iast 56th Street Telephone, Plaza 3-9755
New York City




THE NATIONAL COMMITTER ON FOLK ARTS OF THE UNITED STATES (Scientific)
UNITED STATES SECTION

UNITED STATES SECTION
INTERNATIONAL COMMINSION ON FOLK ARTS OF THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS
The American Folk Dance Society)

This Nationel Committee has been created in strict accordance with the
Constitution of the permanent Internstionsl Commission on Folk Arts, and definite
instructions embodied in the Resolutions adopted by the said Commission in regard
to the organization and personnel of the National Committee., This Conmittee is
intended, when completed, to constitute 2 consultative body of experts of ungues-
tionable authority in the domain of folk arts of the United States,~ qualified to
set up criteria and formmlate policies on behalf of the United Btates, and to be
responsible for the technicsl and seientific guidance of the United States Section
of the Internationsl Commission on Folk Arts. The persomnel of the National Com~
mittee, as of December, 1931, is as follows:

* Dr, Frans Boas, Columbia University; Representative American Folk-Lore
Society;
* Nr, Lsurence Vail Coleman, Director American Associstion of Museums;

Miss Frances Densmore, Bureau American Ethnology, Smithsonian Museum;
Mr, R.¥,Gordon, Archive of American Folk Song, Library of Congress;

Mr, Bdward K. Putnem, Couneillor, American Folk-Lore Society;
Director Davemport Vuseum;

Dr, Howard Odum, University of North Carolina; Director, Social Science
Division Chicago Exposition;

Mrs, Elie Nadelman, Nadelman Museum of Folk and FPeasant Arts;

* Miss Amelia Xlizabeth White, Ixecutive Committee, Indian Tribal Arts
Exposition, Ine,;

* Miss Eligsbeth Burchenal, Chairman; President American Folk Dance
Society; Member, International Bommission on
Folk Arts of the League of Nations.

supported by the Corresponding Members, Regional Representatives and Technical
Consultants,

* Appointments accepted.

NOTE: Prior ro its re-organisation to serve as the United States Section of the
International Commission on Folk Arts, the American Folk Dance Society had already
initiated an Advisory Folk Arts Committee of five outstanding experts in this
field. As the Society included as mambers persons Who were not specialists in
Folk Arts the Governing Board decided to bring the Section into complete harmony
with the Constitution and Resolutions of the Commission by creating a National Com-
mittee on Folk Arts which should be "composed exclusively of experts specializing
in the various branches of folk arts.” The members of the original Advisory Folk
Arts Committee were selected by the Governing Board as the mucleus of the said
National Committee on Folk Arts and accepted their appointments.




NATIONAL BOARD OT SPONSORS (Honmorary)

Mr, Edward F, Byrnes
Mrs, Curtis Bynum

lirs, Dawson Callery
Miss Pearl Chase

Mlse Julisna Cutting
Mrs, Charles E, Cotting
Mr. Valter Damrosch
Mrs, Heginald deKoven

Miss Ruth Draper

Mrs, Thomas A, Edison

Dr, Sidney L. Gulick
Mr. Chauncey Hamlin

== A8 of December, 1931,

lirs., John Henry Hammond
Mr, Lee F. Hammer

Mrs, W, G. Hibbard

Mr, Robert Underwood Johnson
Mrs Gustawvus T, Kirby
Mr, Clarence H. Mackay
Mrs, S. M. N, Marrs

Dry, R. Tait McKenzie
Dr, Adolf Meyer

Mrs, Dunlevy Milbank
Mr, Baward K. Putnam

Miss Ida Tarbell

Mrs, REgerton L. Winthrop, Jr.
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P. R, Connell Company, 210 Grantham Street, N. 8., Pittsburgh, Pa,

They have taken much more time for the job than they estimated it
would require, and the work is 'not completed vyet., We are hoping to
receive scopies in a few days, however, and one will be sent to you -
several rather - s0 you can judge for yourself as to the quality of

the work,

I read with much interest your circular Wo. 3, and
found it an excellent presentation of the situation, There is one
point in it, however, which also occurs in some of your correspondence,
I believe, to which I would like to allude, You refer to Holbrook's
survey as one "of acquisition policles", As a matter of fact, it is
a survey of all sorts of activities relating to materials for research.

Your letter of January 12 informs me of your ap-
pointment to the chatrmanship. It is very gratifying to me that the
council took my advice in this matter, and that you are willing to ac-
cept the appointment. 1 shall, of course, be glad to see copies of
any of your letters that you care to send me, and I shall take the li-
berty of making suggestions to you from time to time. My interest in
the work of the Joint Committee has not abated a jot, but I fear it
will be some time before I can give much attention to it. I c¢annot
undertake now to formulate my ideas on library codperation, but per-

hape 1 can do so at some future time.

On January 20 you asked me for some covies of your
report. I regret to say that I have only one copy left and that, of
cource, I am unwilling to part with, As for the proposed new edifion,
I would suggeet that it be done, if possible, with thin platesso that
the platesjcan be preserved for further printing.

On January 236 you asked for my ideas as to station-
ery, and on February 3 you sent me a sample of stationery decsigned at
S.8,R.C. headquarters., Personally, I do not care for a «tring of
names along the margin of the paper, but this does not seem to me to
be a matter of great importance, A squared letterhead, like the one
used for this letter, apreals to me, but one could be worked out for
the Joint Committee only in close colperation with the printer. It
seems to me desirable, not essential, that the acedemic or other con-
nections of the members of the committee be shown. I should say, how-
ever, that it is essential that some address be indicated for the
chairman of the committee.

On February 4 you sent me a copy of a letter from
Stuart Rice. I agree with you that there is no duplication of the
work that Holbrook has done. Like many others he evidently misunder-
stands the nature and purpose of that survey. . I shall see to it that




it ie sent to him as 8C as 1%t is available.

Enclosed herewith you will find a variety of ma-
that will be self-explanatory. I trust that you will arrange
through the bills as soon as possible and not condemn me 100
for having delayed them. The copy of the stenogranhic report
y round~-table of the AHA is unrevised, 1 am keeping another covy
and will attempt to revise it.

This will doubtlese be enough for the present. I

-

have a bunch of other letters on Joint Committee business which I

answer as soon as possible, and then send them on to you with

copies of my replies. 1 plan, also, to go through my filee in the
near future and send you everything that. I think will be of use to
YOou.

Solon J. Buck.




ROBERT C. BINKLEY, Chairman

SOLON J. BUCK

JOINT COMMITTEE ON MATERIALS FOR RESEARCH

OF THE

AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES
AND THE

SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL

February 11,1933.

NORMAN 8. B. GRAS
WALDO G. LELAND
H. M. LYDENBERG
ARTHUR H. QUINN

CLARK WISSLER

Professor 8olon J.Buck,
Western Pennsylvania Historical Survey,
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

. 1
Duck

. I more than forgive you for your long delay in
answering my letters when I read the repvort of the excellent
discussion which you conducted at the Minnesota meeting.

I think you really got results,which are gratifying not

only because of the valuable suggestions which came in but
also because of the evidence that the ideas which had already
veen germinating in the committee were in line with the
realities of the case.

You do not say anything about sending a copy to

Pras, but only about keeping a copy which you are revising.
Jnless_you have sent a copy to Gras, I shall send him the
one which yvou have given me,

I put through all the bills.
Wnat do you think of the meeting in spring vacation,

late in March?

Very sincerely yours,
Jrloit o l//

Robert C.Binkley
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January 15, 1932

Professor Solon J. Buck
versity of Pittsburgh

Universi

Pittsburgh,

asked to make a brief statement at the
American Council of zarned Societies

the conclusions arrived at in the confer-

3
[§

ials for research, held at Minneapolis., In
as 1S was not able to attend this conferenc
should be very gratified if you could furnish me with a
statement to offer to the assembled multitude.
was pleasant to see you at Minneapolis. I h pe
going well at Pittsburgh.

Yours most sincerely,
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Historical Society of Western Pennsylvania
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ANNUAL DUES $3.00

[ hereby apply for membership in the Ztistovical Socicty of
Wdlestern Zenusyluania.

Recommended by
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February 15, 1932

Miss Elizebeth Burchenal, Chairman,
International Commission on Folk Arts,
65 iast 56th Strect, Hew York City, N. Y,

My dear Miss Burchenal -

I have read with much interest you letter of February
8 and the enclogures, and I am glad to kmow of the progress and plans of the
International Commission on Folk Art, United States Section, As 2 student
of American social history, I am naturally interested in the folk artSbut
I have done no special worl in the field end I would certainly mot be Justi-
fied in accepting an appointment on the National Committee or as 2 corres-
ponding consultant in any special or technicsal genee.

The Joint Conmittes on Materials for Research of the
ACLS end the SSRC, of which I was until recemtly the chairmen, is Just
fssuing a ourvey of activities of American agencies in relation to materisls
for resesarch in the social sciences and the humanities. The Amwrican Folk
Dance Society 1s included in this end it containg informetion about the
activities of other organizations that might be of some interest to yous A
copy of this publication will be sent to you in a few days., Further than
this, I do not believe that I can de of any assistance.

Your letter, which was addregsed to me at the Mimnesota
Historical Soceity, was forwarded to me here, where I am now situated,

Singcerely yours,

solon J4 Buck




CoMMITTEE ON MATERIALS FOR RESEARCH
OF THE
AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES

AND THE

SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL

ROBERT C, BINKLEY, Chairman

SOLON ]. BUCK

NORMAN 8. B. GRAS

WALDO G. LELAND February 17.1932
H. M. LYDENBERG AL ) ’ .

ARTHUR H. QUINN

CLARK WISSLER

Professor Solon J.Buck,

Historical Society of Western Pennsylvania,
Historical Bldg.,

Pittsburgh,Pa.

Dear Buck:
- Four hundred dollars of the six hundred dollar
appropriated for the publication of the survey of activities

is available at present, -

Miss Allen writes:

"I would sugegest that you keep within a total of

four hundred dollars for the present as this
represents the total amount on hand to meet expenses.
If 1t is impossible for you to itemize, we would in
any case like your signed approval on a total of
four hundred dollars." :

I have therefore signed the rTecuisition blank for
the present cuarter to the amount of four hundred dollars.
If this won't cover the printer's bill, we will get a further
advance.

Sincerely yours,
) N
-’/%é%%f’%ﬁé&géﬁ?{

Rebert C.Binkley /
lestern Reserve MPniversity




February 17,1933.

In the March 15th issue of the Library Journsl there ig te
e an article by Charles H, Brown, Librarion of Iows State College.
This article was previously published somewhers &lse and i on the
high cest of German medicel snd bloleriosl pariodicals,

Brown writes me under date of Feb. 13th that he has
received a letter from the medical librarian of Oolumbis University
Proposing a semi-boycott; and Brown states that much of the increase
in priges has been due to the sbsorbing of German publishers by
the house of Julius Springer and the Aksdemische Verlagegesellachaft
(Tock). He speaks of periodicalse costing one hundred and f1fty and
one aundred and seventy dollars a year, and thinks that gooperstive
action could bring the Germen gougers t6 heel.

This is something which lies outside the field of activity
of our Joint Comsittes on Materisls for Research, because the material
is in the natural sciences rather than the socisl sclences and the
humanities. But the method which comes to be used to mesot the preblem
ought to teach we something useful in golvins our own preblems, Will
you be able to keep an eye on any developments alone the line susrested

by Brown?

Brown tells me that theéere ars
Chemical Soclety and the Wational Research Oounsil
tion of contrelling these subseriptions,
reached you?

RB/P
Copies to Buck,Crane, Robert O.Binkley
Gerould,Henry,Leland estern Reserve University




Februarv 19, 1932
Mr. Robert C, Binkley,
Western Reserve University,
Cleveland, Chio,

Dear Binideys-

I have your letter of February 17 and em puszled to
know how the siz hiomdred dollsrs sppropriated for the publication
of the '.!:me,,‘ has been reduced to four mmdred, . I had swonosed
that over five handred remained unspent, The only bill that I put
through t« be charged to this fund was one for making the final
typewritten cony, which anomnted to $7€.20. Some of the bills
that I sent you a week or two ago were chargeable to this fund but
they could mot have brought the $otal expenditure cbove one mmdred
d’.‘)llarﬁo

. The pill for the printing of the survey will be sbout
three huncred amé f.evarty-five dollars. Eight mdred copies are
being printed, We are having one hundred coples shipped $o the
ACLS and one hundred to t}-e &-SRG and the rest will be delivered here.
We have envelopes adiregsed and are planning to send out copies to
same four or five }“mdrec of t he agencies covered in the report end
also to a2 mwber of scholars to whom we $think it will be of value,
The postage will amount to an average of about ten cents a copy, so
that some forty or fifty dollars will be needed for that purpose
and that will run up over the four lmmdred dollars said to be still
available,

If necessary, we can cut dewn on the nwhber of
agencies %o whon u..iatributmn is to be made., At any rate, we will
wait until we hear from you on the subject,

Two advance copiles of the gurvey have been delivered
and the printing appears to be very well done, We expect to receive
more bopies in & day or two and sowe will be sent to you as soon as
they come in,

Sincerely yours,




WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY
CLEVELAND, OHIO

COLLEGE FOR WOMERN
February 19,1932.

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY
b

Dr. Solon J.Buck,
Pittsburgh,Pa.

Dear Buck:

Please check the dates on the enclosed list, upon
me to Washington for a meeting of

which you would be free to Na.s
t s for Research.

the Joint Committee on Mgt

Ll

Very sincerely yours,

-

Robert C.Binkley
Chairman







WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY
CLEVELAND, OHIO

FLORA STONE MATHER COLLEGE
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

rofessor Solon J.Buck,
rn Pennsylvenia Historical Survey,
ow Blvd. and Parkman Ave.,

tspurgn,Pa,

1 out
appropriation
( survey. In any case it
g ahead with your plan would run only
the four-hundred dollars already available
‘efore it seems to me that the thing
with your plan, distribute to
in mind, and if something
e money so that it is not

emen

You

Could vou contrive
o
.

dations for action or
.

survey of activities?

of our way

anvt
ally

Western Reserve Univers

oo uw




February 24, 1932
Professor Robert €. Binkley,
Western Reserve University,

P PRI & 3
WAV O LG -5 Q:'-.?':;a
9 © -M-- < .' 3 &
Desy Slndeyt=

So far as I can gee now, I would be sble to
attend 2 mestine of the Joint Comnittee on any of the dates
that you sugsest with the exception of March 18 and 19,
when we gre heving a history conference here,

received your letter of February 23 and
the distribution of the survey as
ghirment has now bsen received and
, are going forward to you todey. Ue

L e = e -

undergtand thet 100 have been shipped Trom the printerts

- & e & 2 ol T st g , 5 Y. T
to tiw ACLS and & sinllay mimoer 0 sue ok

Fids

¥ will beep in mind your suggestion with
reference to recomendations for further developments
resulting from the swrvey. I think that most of my ideas
on this subject have already been brought before the
conmittee in one form or amother, but it might be worth

- &

while to agsemble them,

Will you send me a small supply of you now
stationery?

Sincerely yours,

Solon J, Buck




WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY
CLEVELAND, OHID

FLORA STONE MATHER COLLEGE
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

February 26,1933

8T the ports on i
he gurvey of activities
oeen colleoted on c:

report o:

",1 l 11 088 s = i ) bl
secn the Library of
O¥ projection and

syst

# w»rd 4 a5y
vy WiITOOoUT

.‘a} % l. E
the Joint In
One member of the comuittes cennot come an Pridsy o
: : : 15 L & cLddddl g L s il 3 .Y 9 -y "}' "
7 and Suaday

- & 4 £
28v181l80=-

yours,
Robert C,.Binkley
Chairman of the Joint Qommittee
on Materials for Resesrch




February

Professor Robert C. Binkley,
Western Reeerve University,
Cleveland, Ohio.

Dear Binkley:

The week end Yarch 11-13% will suit me as well as
any other for the meeting of the Joint Committee.

I have seen the filmslide equipment of the Library
of Congress, but I want to see 1t again, We are planning
to order a camera and other ecuipment as soon as we can de-
cide on vhat we want.

As for the agenda, I have nothing to sugpgest at
present but I may have later on.

It would be entirely satisfactory to me to have
the meeting on Saturday and Sunday.

Herewith I am sending you a memorandum of stamps &

purchased and naid for by me for mailing out the Survey Re-
port. "e may need more later on., I take it that you can
have your secretary make out a bill for this and send it
throuch,

Sincerely yours,

Solon J. Buck,
Re«1T

Y. 8 I see that I have not replied to vour letter of
Wnbrunrv 11 in which you ask me if I have sent a copy of the
stenogranhic revort of the round table in ¥inneapolis to Gras,
I have not done so, and I do not want to part with the copy 1
have until I am able to find time to revise it. It will per-
hape be well, therefore, for you to send the copy that you have
on to 0Oras if you have not already done so, but to tell him
that I am planning to reviee it if I can ever find the time,
There are some bad blunders in it, SJB




UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN
ANN ARBOR
DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS

March 1, 1932

Dr, Solon J. Buck
Western Pennsylvania Historiecal Society
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Dear Dr. Buck:

At the request of the American Council of

Learned Societies I am making a survey of the project to

make a bibliography of the printed maps of the world and of
the new world up to 1750 or possibly even to 1850 for certain
types of maps. In some measure up to 1550 this was done by
Harrisse incidental to his bibliographical work on the Biblio-
teea America Vetustissima, The project concerns itself pri-
marily with the development of the new world upon the map
although possibly this could be enlarged to include Australia.

The intention 1s to list chronologically all
printed maps that appeared either as separates or in books,
and as far as possible to indicate variants. I have an idea
also that we could include in the project the taking of micro-
photographs of the maps up to 1600 and of the rarer maps possibly
to 1700.

The survey 1is intended to include also some
estimate of the probable total extent of the bibliography and
ways and means of publishing the same. I believe that the
larger American and European libraries would be actively in-
terested and that a fairly large list of subscribers could be
practically assured in the event of publication,

Up to the year 1700 I believe it would be both
possible and desirable to include not only all world maps but
also all maps that give any part of the new world. This would,
of course, include the maps in printed atlases such as the atlases
of Ortelius, Mercator, Blaeu, the editions of Ptolemy and the
like., Incidental to this work would be a complete list of all
printed atlases within the given periods selected, with some
indication of the variations in the editions. So far as the
maps are concerned only variations in the world maps and American
maps would be noted,

I would be particularly grateful for any sugges-
tions on methods of procedure both with regard to the making
of the bibliography itself so as to secure the cooperation of
the great libraries and as to the final publication of the same,

¥
~




Dr. Solon J. Buck D=

- Could you send me the preliminary list of books of
travel, etc., as far as you now have it? Why did you not
include the books from 1550 to 1600? On your lists I assume
that you have noted maps in books. I am hoping that in this
bibliography of maps large use can be made of your material,

I shall be very grateful for copies of the lists which
you have sent out and for any further information which you
think would be of importance in connection with the map project.

Cordially yours,

1315 Cambridge Road,
Ann Arbor, Michigan.




TheTorchPress

CEDAR RAPIDS IOWA

March 3, 1933

Dr. Solon J. Buck
The Western Pennsylvania Historical Survey

Historical Building
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Dear Doctor Buck?

We are pleased to receive your letter of
February 239, regarding the durability of paper.

We have had some information from the Bureau
of Standards in Washington and it appears from
what information there is that paper with no rag
is less durable than paper with rag content. The
more rag content in the paper the more durability.

Very truly yours
THE TORCH PRESS

- Cﬁux;]/_ )ZL/L:L,_/{




WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY
CLEVELAND, OHIO

FLORA STONE MATHER COLLEGE
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

March 3,1933.

Dear Professor Buck:

After collecting information from all members
of the Joint Committee, it seems that the best t'me for
a meeting is on Friday morning, March 1lth, beginning at
9:30 in the council-room of the Library of Congress at
Washington, Luncheon will be served at the Library of
Congress. And in the afternoon tne‘e will be an opnortu ity
to see the filmslide equipment of the Library in operati: n.
I shall try to arrange to have Leica equipment demonstrated
at the same time,

The meeting will continue on Sat

Professor Quinn will be unable
part of the ting But I will try to
in such g way that the sociological gues
jefini ueif '_1'1 the “Q:'_"'I‘T of the 31.(¢
“41 ock W111 Late vresent the interests of litera-
: 3 'furﬁcT 100n Prof * Murdock will
the ﬂe”ﬂhl e Profe 1] 1]
arTiv ea on S turds 10TN 11

It may be necessary
y. Possibly, if nof all 3}
over Sunday, some work can be d gated to a sul mittee

ing at that time

?oqﬂ'" C.Binkley (
uua;rmah JL the Joint Comﬁitiee
on Materials for Research




WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY
CLEVELAND, OHIO

FLORA STONE MATHER COLLEGE
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

e
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to cover
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Very sincerely




WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY
CLEVELAND, OHIO

FLORA STONE MATHER COLLEGE
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

Members

b ¥

Ldf/. Solon Buck,
My. Laurence Colemen,
Professor Crane,
Professor Gras,
Dr. Waldo G,Leland,
Mr.H M, Lydenberg,
Professor Murdock,
Professor

g8 Agenda Ior the

Also enclosed is copy
Committee on Seientitric Publice
Also extra copies of Joint
Gircillar Ne. 2. 7 Als6
Statistical Assn. by
of the American Sociologica

A1so to those wi
Les Editions Syr Films

B ulletin No.
Survey of Activities
by Dr. B‘JC}C)
Survey on Methods of Reproducing Rese

Very sincerely yours,

Rovbert C,Binkley




WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY
CLEVELAND, OHIOC

FLORA STONE MATHER COLLEGE

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY
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Professor louis C, Karpinski,
1315 Cambridge Road,
Ann Arbor, Michigan,

Dear Mr, Karpinskit=

I have received your letter of March 1 with reference to the
proposed bibliogrephy of printed maps. I had heard something of this project
defore, as it was discussed at the last meeting of the Joint Committee of
Materials for Research of the ACLS and the SSRC, Undoubtedly, such a bibliography
or listg would be very valmable but I am afraid thet I am unable to make any
practicable suggestions with reference to procedure,

Mach to my regret, the bibliography of travel is not in such
shepe at present that you could meke very effective use of it, It consists of
something like ten thousand card emtries for books, many of them printed Library
of Congress cards, accoupanied by other cards which combain annotations of various
sorts, descriptive notes, information about editions, locations of copies, ete.
All this material is arranged in one alphsbetical file and is in constant use by
the assistant who is working on the bibliogreply. We also have a duplicate set
containing the Library of Congress cards amd brief title entries of other items
for the first part of the alphabet. This we are sending out to various libraries
in instalilments so that they may check it and report their holdings to us, Possi-
bly if you could come here, the bibliography would be of some use to you but T
do not see how it could be made available at present in any other way, Ultimately
we expect to organize it in a combined chronological and geographical arrangement.

There were two reasons for starting the bibliography in 1600,
First, it seemed desirable to have it cover the three centuries during which,
generally speaking, the territory now embraced within the United States was being
occupied by white people. In the second place, moreover, it seemed that the
bibliography of such worksgfor the period prior to 1600 could best be dealt with
in general bibliographies of Americana for that period, as in that early period
it becomes rore dAifficult to segregate items that can properly be designated as
“travel or description® from the other contemporary material,

We have not attempted any speclal description of the maps to
be found in volumes listed but the existence of maps is usually indicated on the
card. In gemeral, the plan and final form of the bibliography will be similar to
that of ny volume, ¢atitled “Travel and Description® published in the Illinois
Historical Collections) with which I presume you are familiar,

Sincerely yours,

Solon J, Buck




Mareh 5, 1932
Professor Robert C, Binkley,
Western Reserve University,
Cleveland, Chio.

Dear Binkleyi=

If nothing unexpected develops, I shall
be a2t the comnecil=room of the Library of Congress at
9330 on Fridsy morming, Mereh 11, I can remain over
Sunday, if necessary, bui would prefer to return
Seturday night,

I plan to make & report on the distribu-

tion of the Survey of Activities and to bring up for
discussion tue matter of the sale or distribution of
the remaining copiles,

Sincerely yours,

Selon J, Buck
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Louis C. KARPINSKI
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March 14, 1932
Professor Robert C. Binkley,
Western Reserve University,
Cleveland, Chio,

Dear Binkley:=

Herewith I am sending you bill in duplicate for ny traveling
expenses and, under eeéparate cover, by express collect, I am sending the
“archives” of the cormittee, about which I spoke to you, Doubless, these
will ultimetely becorie "materials for research” if they are not such already,
1 have not semt the dunlicate vouchers for bills paid and, unless yoa indi-
cate a desire for them, I shall probebly gdestroy them, I have kept some
material relating to archives and to the/$®posed mamuscript inventory, as
1 am personally much interested in both of these projects. I am also
keeping for the time being the correspondence relating to the Survey of
Activities, both my own and Holbrook's,

I thought we had & very good meeting in Washington, If the
cormittee is to be enlarged, I think that Mayer might well be added to
it.

I hope to put through an order for fiim.slide equipment within
a few weeks and, as the matter standsnow, I shall probably order the
leica outfit. Any suggestions not contained in your "Methods of Repro-
duction® will be much appreciated., I should also like to know what you
have on the "Step and Repeat™ process, as I am interested in following
this up with reference to newspgper reproduction,

Sincerely yours,

Solom J. Buck
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SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL
To
Solon J., Buek, Dr.,

Historical Society of Western Pennsylvania,
4338 Bigelow Boulevard, Pittsburgh, Pa,

Expenses attending meeting of Joint Comnittee on Materials for Research
in Washington, March 11, 12, 1932:
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MAR 1

LIBRARY AND HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT BOARD
OF THE STATE OF INDIANA

LIBERARY
LEGISLATIVE BUREAU
HISTORICAL BUREAU

MRS, FRANK ]J. SHEEHAN

Historical Bureau

CHARLES N. THOMPSON

Vice-President
STATE HOUSE WiLLiaM M. TAYLOR

INDIANAPOLIS Secratary

MRs. WILLIAM R. DAVIDSON
CHRISTOPHER B. COLEMAN DIRECTOR DR. WILLIAM P. DEARING

March 16,1932,

Dr.Solon J. Buck,

Historical Society of Western
Pennsylvania,

4338 Bigelow Boulevard,

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania,

Dear Buck:

Many thanks for the Survey of Activities
of American Agencies., I am glad to have the

compilation and to be able to examine it as a
piece of reproduction by a process other than
typesetting., If not too much trouble, I would
like to get a line on having the report of the
last (Minneapolis) Conference of Historical So-
cieties planographed or reproduced by some such

process, Can you tell me how much the Survey
of Activities cost per page and how many copiles

were made, and which you have found to be the
cheapest and most satisfactory firm doing such
work?

Very truly yours,

Christbpher B.Coleman




Professor Robert C, Binkley,
Flora Stome Mather College,
Western Reserve University,
Cleveland, Chio,
Deax Binkleyi=-
Enclosed are my suggestions for the

letter-head for the Joint Corr:ittee, together with some

sarples of letter~heads thet I have designed, I am

gure that you can work out something satisfactory with
& locdl pringer,

Sincerely yours,




March 17, 1932
Dr, louis €, Karpinski,
1316 Cambridge Road,
Ann Arbor, Michigan,

Dear Dr, Karpinskis-

Replying to your note of March 8, I regret
to be obliged to state that the funds available for the travel
bibliography are insufficient to permit us to send the cards
for checking to the Clements Library. It is expected that the
bibliography will show approximately the complete resources’ in
this field of the lLibrary of Congress, the Newberry lLibrary in

Chicago, the Minnesota Historical Society, and the Huntington
Library. For locations in other institutions, we will have to
rely upon the Union Catalogs in the Library of Congress. Doubt-
less the few titles for which copies are not loeated by any of
these means will be sent around to other libraries for checking,
but a corplete checking in additional libraries is out of the
qmestion,

Work is progressing rapidly on the biblioera-
phy, however, and it is quite possible that by the time you are
actually engaged in meking your bibliography of mmps, it will
be in such shape that it can be made available to you,

Sincerely yours,

Solon J, Buck




WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY
CLEVELAND, OHIO

FLORA STONE MATHER COLLEGE
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

arch 17,1933,
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March 18, 1932

Professor Robert C, Binkley,
Flora Stone lMather College,

Western Reserve University,

Cleveland, O,

Daar Binkley:=

¥ill you send me thée address of the New
Tork egency of the leica Corpany?

_ I have just received the cony of the
letter from Quinn concerning the membershin of the Joint
Committee, I am rather doubtful about the desirability
of attempting tc have all the manities and social
pseiences represented on the cormittee, As a matter of
fact, it seems to me that the lmmanities are as weil
repregented as are the social sclences, exclusive of
history. In fact, we have no vepresentative of
economics, political science,or sociclogy, unless Grass
be considered a representative of economics. Certainly,
if there are to be additions from the humenities, it
would de desirable to have one of these other fields
represented, It geems %o me that lMayer would be a very
valuable member of the committee,

I am - afraid that if we get the conmittee
mich larger, it would be wnwieldy and ineffective and
its meetings will certainly be much more expensive,
Might 1t not be better to have a series of sub-committees ,
including people who are not, themselves, members of
the main committee?

Sincerely yours,

Solon J. Buck

SJIB:AM




WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY
CLEVELAND, OHIO

FLORA STONE MATHER COLLEGE

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

Professor Solon J.Buck,
Historical Society of West
Pittsburgh,Pa.

Thank you for yvour work on the heading.

I have just received a letter from Gerould
he .‘?p(iﬁ?.k? very .'3&_-'-'-").'1[:1 ' -

L=

in which

.-l
Activities.
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WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY
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FLORA STONE MATHER COLLEGE
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY
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TELEPHONE: DISTRICT 3395 AR 21 .IL;'_'{I::JABLE ADDRESs: ACOLS
AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES

MEMBER OF THE

AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY, 1727 INTERNATIONAL UNION OF ACADEMIES AMERICAN ECONOMIC ASSOCIATION, 1885
AMERICAN ACADEMY OF ARTS AND SCIENCES, 1780 AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL ASSOCIATION, 1900
AMERICAN ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY, 1812 EXECUTIVE OFFICES AMERICAN ANTHROPOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION, 1902
AMERICAN ORIENTAL SOCIETY, 1842 907 FIFTEENTH STREET AMERICAN POLITICAL SCIENCE ASSOCIATION, 1904
v BIBLIOGRAPHICA 1 k
AMERICAN PHILOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION, 1869 WASHINGTON, D. C. GRAPHICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA, 1904
ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE OF AMERICA, 1879 AMERICAN SOCIOLOGICAL SOCIETY, 1905
SOCIETY OF BIBLICAL LITERATURE AND EXEGEsIS, 1880 HISTORY OF SCIENCE SOCIETY, 1924
MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA, 1883 LINGUISTIC SOCIETY OF AMERICA, 1924
AMERICAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION, 1884 24 th I'U‘I&I’Ch 1932 . MEDIAEVAL ACADEMY OF AMERICA, 1925

Dear Buck:

I have received a memorandum from the Chancellor
of the University of Tulsa, Okla., which contains a $50,000
project for copying material in the archives here, espe-
cially in the War and Post Office Departments and the In-
dian and Land Offices, relating to the history of Oklahoma.

He says that Mr. Grant Foreman has worked in this
material and is very familiar with it. It is of course
exactly the same sor® of material that Mereness has been
calendaring for the historical agencies of the upper Mis-
sissippi valley.

Do you know anything about the project or about
Mr. Foreman or whether any part of this material has ever
been included in the operations conducted by Mereness?

I cannot become enthusiastic over the establish-
ment of a large collection of materlals for research in the
University of Tulsa, which has a library of perhaps 30,000
volumes and a recently acquired athletic field and stadium
costing $414,000, the total endowment of the University be-
ing about $750,000. Naturally I shall make inquiries in
Washington, but I thought 1t possible that you might already
have some knowledge of Mr. Foreman and his work.

Very sincerely yours,

e F e G e

Waldo G. Leland,
Permanent Secretary.

Dr. Solon J. Buck,
Historical Building,
4338 Bigelow Boulevard,
Pittsburgh, Pa.




Merch 26, 1932
Dr, Waldo G, Leland, Permanent Secretary,
American Council of Learned Socleties,
907 Fifteenth Street,
Washington, D, C.

Dear lelands=

I have no personal ascquaintance with Grant Foreman, although
I may have met him. I know something of his work, however, and I have
the irmpression that ke ie a fairly corpetent amateur in the historical
field, '

I mow something, also,. of the gitustion with reference to
historical work in Gklahoma, having visited the University and the
Historical Soclety and having been ecorgulted from time to time by various
people there with referomcs to the development of historicel activities,
I am very strongly of the opiniom Vhat, if any such collection as that
proposed is to be assembled in (klahoma, it should be either at the
Historical Sociely in COclahoma City or at the University in Norman,
preferably the latter, although the two cities are located very close
together. 8o located, the collection would supplement the extensive
collectionsdescribed in nmuvbers 394 and 395 of Helbrookts ey O
Activities., You will observe that the University of Tulsa ia not
mentioned in the Sarvey.

Material relating to the southwes! was not covered by
Mereness's Calendar for the historical agencies for the unper
Missiseippi Valley. It is quite likely, however, that he did some work
in this field for Foreman or some of the other southwestern people, and
it would eertainly be worth your while to consult with him sbout it,

Singerely yours,

Solon J, Buck




TELEPHONE: DISTRICT 3395

CABLE ADDRESS: ACOLS

AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES
MEMBER OF THE

AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY, 1727 INTERNATIONAL UNION OF ACADEMIES

AMERICAN ACADEMY OF ARTS AND SCIENCES, 1780

AMERICAN ECONOMIC ASSOCIATION, 1885
AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL ASSOCIATION, 1900

AMERICAN ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY, 1812 EXECUTIVE OFFICES AMERICAN ANTHROPOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION, 1902

AMERICAN ORIENTAL SOCIETY, 1842

AMERICAN PHILOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION, 1869
ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE OF AMERICA, 1879
SOCIETY OF BIBLICAL LITERATURE AND EXEGESIS, 1880

907 FIFTEENTH STREET AMERICAN POLITICAL SCIENCE ASSOCIATION, 1904
WaAsHINGTON, D. C.

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA, 1904
AMERICAN SOCIOLOGICAL SOCIETY, 1905
HISTORY OF SCIENCE SOCIETY, 1924

MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA, 1883 28 th March 1932 LINGUISTIC SOCIETY OF AMERICA, 1924
.

AMERICAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION, 1884

Dear Buck:

MEDIAEVAL ACADEMY OF AMERICA, 1925

Thank you for your letter of March 26.

In view of the fact that the material relating
to Oklahoma will soon, I hope, be safely preserved in the
new Archlives Bullding, and since Carter will undoubtedly
include some of it in his edition of territorial records,
I do not think I could conscientiously advise any

foundation to spend $50,000 on a copying and inventory-

ing project, especially when
Mississippi Valley have done
own expense and on their own

Most

Dr. Solon J. Bueck,
Historical Building,
4338 Blgelow Boulevard,
Pittsburgh, Pa.

the states of the upper
such excellent work at their
initiative.

sincerely yours,

Waldo G. Leland,
Permanent Secretary.
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WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY
CLEVELAND, OHIO

FLORA STONE MATHER COLLEGE

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

April 77,1938,

Members of the Joint Committee
on Materials for Research:

j}—i. Surgeﬂxﬁ_ ;2 B

lowing

As a result of a conversation with R.T.Crane, I wrote the fol-
memorandum and sent a copy to Schlesinger:

The Joint Committee did not discuss the Greene-Schlesinger project
on American luval history but merely took note of the fact that the
ponsors of the project did not think they could succeed in secur-

1n% advance subscriptions

The general picture in which this project fits, according to my
personal view of the matter is something as follows:

It is very important to have these materials made available for
research, The amount of money required to make them available may
be folind in different proportions in purchase price or a subsidy.
8o long as this money is purchase price from university libraries,
or a subsidy from the Council, it all comes out of the same general
pot., If there is a chance, however, of drawing in money from non-
academic sources, that is from the legal profession, it would Dbe

a very lmportant addition to normal resources available for this
kind of work, For this reason, the project for organizing an
Americen-Selden Society is a vital part of their plan and if their
project can be organized in such a way that it taps these outeide
funds, then it might be considered as an institution- building
project and not as a mere project for publication.

But if the interest and support which these publications will
find is to be coniined to academic research men and academic
research funds, then it might be wise to consider whether it would
not be preferable to publish a much larger quantity of material in
a less expensive typographigal form (as offset printing from type-

script), or to publish this same quantity of material for less
money.

I think that the Joint Committee is coming to taske the view that
u} mere mechanical printing and bLinding of a good book does not

the concern that we should take with it., The problem of dis-
trluublO is vital., Optimum distribution is not necessarily max-
imum distribution. That part of the project which relates to dis-
h11Ju"13L,P.nely the possible orrhnlzatio: of a society, is the
part which micht well determiz the kind of publishing to be done
in this case.

Very sincerely yours

H0u'1t U.Binkley

Chairman of Joint Committee on
Materials for Research




April 8, 1932

Professor Robert €. Binkley,
Flera Stone Mather College,
Western Reserve University,
Cleveland, Chio,

Dear Binkleyi:=

I have Jjust read your letter of April 7
concerning the Mmerican legal higtory project. While
1 agree with you in general principles, I am wondering
if, given present conditions, it would not be advisable
to provide o subsidy/$? this work, or, at least, to
gaarantee it oo that there would be something definite
to go uwpon in trying to get subscridbvers or meubers for
the proposed society. Why would it not be feasible to
sugeest a grant for the vurpose of promoting the organ=
ization of such a so¢iety, the publication of the first
volume or two to be cocnsidered part of the nrowotion
work?

“l.e oncloged letier has deen to the +~
Social Science Regearch Council and the first paragra-h
has been attended to, I think perhaps you had better
reply to the second paragraph, Only the archives
division of the Illinois State Library appears to be
covered in the Survey of Activities. Probebly informa=-
tion gbout the other paris of the library was not availa-
ble.

Sincerely yours,




Social Science Research Councﬂ

MEMBERS

American Anthropological Association

RALPH LINTON, UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN
ALFRED M. TOZZER, HARVARD UNIVERSITY
EDWARD SAPIR, YALE UNIVERSITY

American Economic Association

MAX HANDMAN, UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN
HARRY A. MILLIS, UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO
ALBERT B. WOLFE, OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

American Historical Association

GUY S. FORD, UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA
CARL WITTKE, OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
ARTHUR M. SCHLESINGER, HARVARD UNIVERSITY

American Political Science Association

CHARLES E. MERRIAM, UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO
ARNOLD B. HALL, UNIVERSITY OF OREGON
W. F. WILLOUGHBY, BROOKINGS INSTITUTION

Dr.

STAFF

ROBERT T. CRANE, PERMANENT SECRETARY

JAMES T. SHOTWELL, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
MEREDITH B. GIVENS, INDUSTRY AND TRADE
STUART A. RICE, SocIAL STATISTICS

WALTER R. SHARP, FELLOWSHIPS AND GRANTS-IN-AID
CAROLYN E. ALLEN, CONTROLLER

230 Park Avenue
New York City

Cable Address: SOCSCIENCE, New York

Solon J. Buck

4378 Bigelow Boulevard
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Dear Dr. Buck:

and send you herewith,

We have jus

Connell Company covering
publication "Survey of Act

ement from P. R.
of the

e il

MEMBERS

American Paychological Association

JOHN E. ANDERSON, UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA
MARK A. MAY, YALE UNIVERSITY
CARL C. BRIGHAM, PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

American Sociological Society

SHELBY M. HARRISON, RUSSELL SAGE FOUNDATION
WILLIAM F. OGBURN, UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO
WILLIAM 1. THOMAS, NEW YORK CITY

American Statistical Association

EDGAR SYDENSTRICKER, MILEANK MEMORIAL FUuND
EDWIN F. GAY, HARVARD UNIVERSITY
R. H. COATS, DOMINION STATISTICIAN FOR CANADA

Members-at -Lnrﬂc

ISAIAH BOWMAN, AMERICAN GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY
CHARLES H. JUDD, UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO
ADOLF MEYER, JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY

ed from Dr. Binkley

-

by the
e have

Joint Committee on Materit
not of course

Sincerely yours,




WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY
CLEVELAND, OHIO

FLORA STONE MATHER COLLEGE

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY Apl‘il 14-, 1932.

Dr. Solon J.Buck,

Historical Seociety of Western
Penneylvania,

Pittsburgh,Pa.

Dezr Ruck:

I am returning thie list of Americana, which is an
interesting example of photo-lithography, and not teo legible
at that.

Bugene Power of the Edwards RBrothers was down here
last Sunday. He told me that the legibility tests at Michigan
were going ahead very successfully., The Psycholegy Department
has used all the classes in the English Department of Michigan
and is starting in on high-school classes. But they are getting
real results and will soon be able to tell us en optimum format
for typescript book publication.

Power and I then worked out a plan for financing book
publication. The enclosed memorandum covers the points ol our
discussion. I think that if this thing is worked out, it will

automatically teke care of Greene's publishing preblem and any
other publishing problem that may come before us,

Power went on to talk this idea over with Lydenberg,
Fred Melcher, Crane, and Leland. And I expect to see it
reported to the Joint Committee for study. I think it will
give us a complete solution of the publishing problem in so
far as typescript publishing is satisfactory and library funds
are accessible for the purchase of the product, -- and that
is going a long way.

I think your suggestion is sound that Greene should
be encouraged to make the proposed society the centre of his
plan., There are now two ways in which the plan can be devel-
oped, - towards the society with expensive publication, or
according teo this plan of ours with chegp publication.

Very sincerely yours
Robert C.,Binkley

Chairman of the Jeint Committee on
Materials for Research
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5. Reviewers copies, etec.

Ten revieers copies,(paper bound) will be given by the
Publishing Agent to the Sponsoring Organiz ution.

Free copies equal to 5% of the advance sale will be given
by the Publishing agent to the author. (For sale of 200 copfes,
10 copies; for advance sale of 75 coples, 4 copies, etec.)




The averags price of a scholarly book in America is
& $1.20 per hundred pages. The average number of words per
zze page is 500, Ehkksxis B;? the most economical
method of publishing is in typeseript on a lamge page
gaxnt at about 900 words per page. In an edition of 300 these
ean be 014 at $3.10 per hundred pages, which is approximately
the same price per hundred words.

Sax Xitherrisngrenizatherrashalxrsrarexrequasiedxiaxy -
fxdtexktx

The librarian is requested to indicate whether he would
purchase the book at the "normal® price, smidxxhutheexkexweuldx
Bexuiiiingxtoxbuyxitxatxiizé@x of $2.10 per hundred pages, and
whother he would be willing to pay $3.4C per hundred pages.
Ryxnitixhe If 75 purchasers are willing to buy at §3.40 the
book ¢m be published., Even if only 55 purchasers are willing
to my at this orice the book can be {ssued provided the author mx
takes over the oost of preparing the typescript for photo-litho-
grachy. EfxsmyrresherchetvsenxRixandxR@é If the mumber of
orders received is between 75 and 300 the price to the purchasers
will be reduced aceording to he scale of costs. IfxEhmxmmmbarx
t:;;ixpuxekasazsxtsxgxuatsrzthaxxzﬁo;xtkux;xt:uxtexgixzynzakxxnxn
wkixx

The purchaser is always likely to get the book Br less than
the price he affers. If he has offered to be one of 75
purchasers paying £3,40, and it turns out that there are
500 purchasers, he will pay only $1.15,

The seale of prices is as follows!

56 copias (typed by aufhor) § 3.40 per hundred pages.162%(sbove normal.

tgped by publisher
# f

3,40 per humdred pages.l82%(above ®
.30 ™ . 21 163%( *
* . ol " NORMAL PRICE
’ “"'"%E%g—“n -
1.66 * 7687
.38 n L
138 e 0!

1.26
1.15 * " 55%
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Mpril 18, 1932

Professor Robert €. Binxiey,
Flera Stone Mathsr College,
Western Reserve University,
Cleveland, Chio,

Dear Binkley:=

Thanlc you for sending me the plan for financing book
publication, It scens to me & very promising development sad I am
glad to have & cony of it,
finel copy for reproduction could best be prepared wander the supervision
of the suthor or editor, with forms and instructions supplied by the
printer. Otherwise, the suthor or the elitor would have to prepare a
perfect copy of his memuscript for the use of the typist and, even then,
he would mesd to proof-read the fimal copy Lelfore reproduction,

4 Pepregentative of Gsylord Brothers of Syrecusge was in
here the other day showing me & device thal they call “Uanuseve® for
protecting old mamascripte, newspapers, etc, It conelate of envelopes
of bond paper with large windows of cellophame on both sides and open
at one end for the insertion of the mspustrint,. Bipnders are also proe
vided to hold oneé or two hundred of the envaliopes. The thing seems to
work very weli but I am alraid it is too expensive for ust with large
collections, I am wondering if it would not be feasible to use envelopes
make wholly of cellophane. I took the liberiy of telling the man about
the Joint Conmittee and suggesting that he get in touch with you as
chairman, The problem of preserving old mumuscripte and nevepepers is
certainly a very important one for us to comnsider.

Sirc erely yours,




April 28, 1932
Professor Robert C, Binkley,
Flora Stone Mather College,
Western Reserve University,
Cleveland, Ohio,

Dear Binkley:=

Mr. Verne E. Chatelain, historian of the
National Park Service, Washington, has sent me a pamphlet
entitled Wakefield and the Colonial National lionument,
which he speaks of as "done by the new roto-printing
process®, I have asked him to send a copy to you, as
I want to keep the copy that I received. I do not inow

whether this process is any different, any better, or
any cheaper than the offset or plamograph process, The
reproduction of illustrations elong with the type is
certainly an interesting feature,

Sincerely yours,

Solon J, Buck




Profescor Robert C. Binkley,
Plora Stone Mather College,
Westorn Reserve University,
Clevelend, Chio,

Dear Binkleys=

I ont in recelipt of a letter from Mige Allen,
controller of SSCR, etating that you have advised her
that the account for the Jwuyey of Agtivities may now be
cloged out and asking me to confirm this., You were cuite
Justified in so adviesing her and I hed supposed, until
yesterday, that everything was settled, It now develops,
however, that Mrs, Holbrook never was paid for the work
that che did frow Decerber 32 to March 8 in comnection
with indexing and mailing out the seport. I an sending
to you herewith her bilil in duplicate for this work
amounting to $10.,80; and 1 ar sending also another bHill
for her emounting to $3.00 for stenographic assistance
to me. 1 hoed forgotten about this slso., Unfortunately,
Mre, Holbrook was too modest to remind me of these bills,

I trust that it will not inconvenience you to
talkce care of these items and I asoure you that I shall
incur no farther expenses for the Joint comittes without
consalting you in advance, :

Sincerely yours,

Solon J, Buck
SIB A
¢ec %o Miss Carolyn E., Allen




WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY
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REY ORLEANS MEETING OF AMARICAN LIFRARY ASSOCIATION

At the request of Cerould of Princeton, snd upon the
advice of Orpne, I attended the New Orleans meeting of ths
AclicA. %o present the point of view of the Joint Committes to
a group of the asduinistrators of the larper university 1libraries.
I picked up the threuds of a number of snterprises reélated te
our work, eapecially the following committees and affiliated
orpanizeations:

lesources Committee of the A, L.A., of which Henry of
gincinnati is Chailrman,

gevermment Documents Depository Leplislation Committes, of
vhieh Sawyer of New York Publiec is Chairmen |

Gomuittee of association of Biate ILibrariecs onm Qlearing
liouse of Btate Doouments, Brigphsm of Rhode Island Stste
Mbrary Chal rman, :nd

The Qocuments Sub-Committee of the 8,.8.R.0, Committes on
Public Administration, of which Kuhlmsn, Associare
Mbraxriasn at Ohicapo As the most asctive npent,
A nupber of prejeats were shaped up in formsl or informal
gonferences,

Assocliation of Researeh L ibrexies

The most Aimportant new development wee the orgsnise-
tion of the isspciation of Resenrcdh Iibraries as a body
independent of the A.L.A.; with ant affilistion to be negotinted
latar, This seems to come a¢ the rdsult of the domination of
the Auk.A. by the Publie Library interest and point of view.
Over & year spo Oerould set on foot & movement for z guasi-
independent orpsnization of the larger and moye active
researeh 1ibraries. 7The constitutive mesting was held st New
Oxleans. Reney of ¢ hicure spoke of the organization ps the

Ythird lexg of a trived;, of which the 8.8, R.6, and A,0,.L.85. are
the other legs?! Membership is te be by institution, not
persons, There will be sn exscutive secretary and sdvizory
comuitiee of five. Theée intention meems to be to keap
organization at a winimum and to put co-ordinstion problems
in the hands of the responsible officers of the larger
1ibraries.

fhen the organisation was set up, 1 wae asked to
axplein our problems and point of view ta the group, Ky
explanation covered the follewing points, That the quantity
of materisl needed i growing grester, s0 that no 1ibzraxy can
collect all, and hence division of field is necessgry. Just
28 the individuasl schelar long apo zave up the hove of owming
the booke he needs in his vrivate colleéction and game to




-l -

depend on the library of s institution, =0 now the 1{brar-
ies of all institutions except the very largest are insdeguste.
But resesreh requirse the service of the teaching personnel
of all colleges and universities, and graduste schools are
working to provide for mmall unmiversities the kind of
seholar who may be able to do his work im only the large
one, Consequently the next step is the development of the
inter~ 1ibrary system -- a problem ss vast as the probtlem
of organizing separste libraries, which was solved by the
laot gemeration. The inter-1ibrary system will have 6

face problems of co-ordinstion in socuisition policles and
in policles governing use of materisls. Both of these
problems are =2ffeccted by new tooimioesl developments, which
séem to be changing the methods of distributing information
48 radicelly as they were changed by the invention 6f
printinege,

The new teehniocal developments have to do with
the produstion of smsller editions at lowser ¢Ogte. This
Lo in some ways n reversal of » tendency, for printing in
its teohnigue and commorcisl orpenisstion liss been adspting
iteeld to constantly lavger editions, Dut gpecialization
in reseprch work hasg been reducing the number of persons
intersated in a glven scholarly work., Thus we have s
publishing industry which camnot print with profit sditions
léss than one or two thousgad, snd a scholarly world which
would like to distribute some of its materials in an edition
of one or two hundred. The more the idea of specianliza-
tion and dstridution of losd tskes hold of iibraries, the
naxrower will be the market for certain gategories of
a0holarly work, Meanwhile comsercisl pPregses grow larger
snd commerclal publishers seek to promote = more expandéd
morket. Olepxrly scholarly snd commsreisl publisstion sve
moving along diverging rosds.

Photolithography,~either from typeserivt in the
reproduction of new materisl, direet fyom eopy in the
reproduction” of books snd periodicsls out of print,-will
parmit low eget distribution of small editions. Narket
orgenization to eliminste promotion cost amd risk by
nuhlishrnj,to order at a sliding sosle Price dependent
upon siwe of edition will make it pessible for gcholarship
to publish what 4% neede and o distribute where it is
nasded, - Mimslide photopranhy 4s sl ready far enougrh
sdranced t4 take some of the losd off of lending obérutions;
it may be chesper $0 buy & filmelide oopy of a periodical
a¥tivle than to pay poetage both ways. But for certain ¥inds
of material 1t may be necessary %o sxtend the landing system,
Putting 4t on 2 reatal bpels; and permitting long term loans
of relatively lazge amounts of materials. Idbraries which
aan Bave rontel secess $o the rescurces of others will be
better able to itrim thelr scculsition policlies to the common




Reeds. Filmellds will poon be developed t¢ the point whers
At will snter substantially into scquisition and prezervetien
pProul ems,

There was dlacuesion of the filmelide methed, and
a motion wae pussed authorizing the sppointment of 2 sub-
comnities ta sindy the proviem of long~torm rentzls. Later
I arrenged with ong librarisn to bring uwp & test cave of the
re,n: l 1 y.'_"\‘ t am.,

Slearing House of Btate Documants,

Mr, Brighsm of the Apssoolstion of § tate Librarics
reported on tha plan for o tlearing house of State Docunentse,
The Wilson Jompany Rus srrsarsd to sat uo the clesviae ROUE O,
The project 1sa novw falrly lsunched, and by simplifying the
free exchanpge 0f this type of materiasl will reéender more
necensnyy the aarly co-ordifantion of seoculsition rolicies,

Stote Canters for Documents.

s i = e

On the progrem for Saturdsy, April 30th there wea
Joink meoting of the Comuitise on Documente and

T - ]
eCaASCULEA

the Comrittse on Resfources on s torie stated s follows)

*stute Centers Tor Nocumentsy Flan Sponsored by the Seclasl
Selence Resesreh Qounclil, -- Leonsrd D, White, University of
Chicape, Chairmen Sociasl Soience Reerearch Courcil Committes”

1 wae Wmeble to stay for the méeting, but I
lesrned from Kuhlmam, Aissoolaste Librarisn of the University
of Chdcage, of the state of thias projeet. It was developed
by Wiite ss part of the work of the Comnittes on Public
Admindetystion of the 8.8.0.¢. Originaliy the plan was ¢o
designate a certaln library in esach state a8 » oollecting
center for state doouments, The plan then expended inm two
ways. The 1list of materisls was expunded to include additionsl
categories, such ae educational, church, loesl muniocipal,
businees, cnd lobbylst-propagands materisle, and the libraries
of &acdh state were te be asked to sllocate the responsibility
among themsskves, Mith the plan in this foram Xuhlmsn sovered
some o0l the Enstern, Southerm and Rocky-Mountain States, and
sgoured agresments om policy from = number of librariasns.,

8 ince the 5.8.8.0, Committee on Public Administration
42 being discontinued Xuhlman 4s saxious 0 finish this work
under the Joint Commities ont Materiuls for Resesrch. There was
some sugzestion that opposition on the part of some of the
@tete librerice might appesr in the joint meeting on Saturday.
¥hen Xuhluwsn presved me for supgestions I #nld 1t would be well
not to let the meeting got tangled wp with grievences, but o
try o zet action on the principle of sllecsted responsibvility
in aolliecting.
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Sommittee on Publie Docunante,

I was asked to si% with this Comnittee in the only
meeting 4t has beld since §t wasm constituted. Chamberlsin is
the desipgmated §.2.M, 0. menber of the committas, but he was not
on hand, Sawyer has only one plan for his reform of depository
loghislation - %0 abolish the deposi tory system entirely snd
put sll public document agcuisition on 8 purchase basis, He was
beavily assoiled for this stand in & large meeting to which he
pProsented 1¢, snd in my discussions with bhim I pointed out what
I think sre grave objections to it Hie committee deecided to
prepare o list of 1ibraries which ought to have the depository
privilege == which 1g » #tep that will help ue in say furthoer
ce-ordinating work,

Joruisition of Serial Publications of For#igm Document s,
-'“—'—-m-—

The plans for earrying out thie project were discuszed
at a2 confersnce of the avallable members of the Resources (ommittee
of the A.L. A, Ve sgreesd to make use of the example of the
Ohicapge libraries in dealing with the ssme problem, and to bBring
in the learned socletics in the soclsl science fislds o halp to
evaluate the diffiocult titles in the Wilson list,

Union Cotalopue of Photostat & Filmslide Haterials in smericsn
1oraries

This problem, digeussed st twe of the Joint Committee
meetinge, came wp in the dinner confercnco with the Committee on
Resources, Henry of {ineinnstd underteok to get this job tied in
with Metealfts work, which is a coopsrstive anslytic catalopus of
the ; it sels of doocuments such as the Momumentis Cermania,

SBach 1ibrary ie to make the "snnlytic® cstalopue cards for shout
fifty of these gets and then sell the eards, Qatelogus cards
for photostat asnd filmsliﬂa mzterial can be dlatributed in the

same way.

Ihe Use of the Publis Affzirs Informstion Service.

Mr, Sswyer of New York Public Mbraxy s willing e
exprnd the Public Affairs InTormation Jerviece bulletin to list
sny item of the newer or more unuswal kinde of materinl that
L2 colleated, and to indlonte the library which has rethered anRd
holds 1t. This may offer s kind of registrstion service of great
vaiue %0 us in connection with other plane. It may serve, fox
instanee, to render certsin kinde of Ph.D, or Mastors' theses
more ussiul,




IN ANSWERING REFER TO

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON

MAY 18 1932

Dr.Rébert C, Binkley,
Flora Stone Mather College,
Western Reserve University,
Cleveland, Ohio.

Dear Dr. Binkley:

In preparing san answer to your letter of May 9, desling
with the production of our little publication, Wakefield snd
the Colonial National Monument, I asked cne of the editorisl
assistants, Miss Ryan, to gather some information., She has
prepared a memorandum and I am sending you a copy of 1it.

In judging the factors of cost in this work, I should,
of course, direct your attention to the fact that there is
no lsbor item, The United Statea Government does not have
that kind of factor to deal with, wherse others might have,
You will notice also some addresses in the memorandum which
pay be helpful,

Sineerely yours

PeSe I thought you might be interested in a couple of samples
of work done, where the pictures are prepared ss straight nege-
tive and not half-tones as in our booklet,

Incls. 129499.
VEC: RMC,

C-Dr. Buck
CCODr. Blegen.
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IN ANSWERING REFER TO

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON

May 12, 1932,

Memo for Mr, Chatelain:

Here are some facts that may be of value in answering
Mr. Binkley's letter:

The Wakefield and Colonial National Monument folder was
done by rotaprint process. As you know, the cover of the
circular and the map were prepared in our Drafting Sectlon
and the text was typed on sheéts, all done as it was to appear
in final form. Space was left for the illustrationa. This mater-
ial and the illustrations were forwarded to the Miscallaneous
Service Section of the Depertment. In that Section the text
was typed on metal sheeis about the size of an ordinary
stencil. These sheets cost 19 cents each. As facilities were
not available in that section to make half-tone negatives
of the illustrations these were made by a locel photographer
at a cost of $15,00, The negatives, types material and the
map were burned into the steel plates by a strong light, end
afger this was done the steel plates were run through a rota-
print machine (the one used here in the Department is put out
by the Reiner's Rotaprint, Inec,, 1 Park Avemue, New York,

No Y.) It is a German made machine and cost approximately
M,OOO.

Cost of materials used in an edition of 1,000 copies
of the circular:

13 metal sheets at 19¢ each...ssse 2.47
4 half-tone megatives.....ceeeee.15,00
Paper - 9,000 sheets at 30¢ a

ream (500 sheets in & ream).... 5.40
22,87

Information regarding the rotaprint process may be obtained from
the N. M, Minnix Company, Inc., 1415 H St., N.W., Washington,D.C,

(Sgd.) Mary C. Ryan

As many as 25,000 copies can be run off from one metal sheet if
half-tone negatives are included, but without these negatives
as many as 50,000 copies can be run off,




May 27, 1952 -
Professor Robert C, Binkley,
Flora Stone Mather Collepe,
Western Reserve University,
Cleveland, CUhio,

Dear Binkley:-

I have not, I think, acknowladged the receipt of
your report on the New Orlecns meeting of the American
Library Association. I read it with great interest and I
loened it to Mr. Pice, lidbrarian of the University of
Pittsburgh, for his perusal,

It has ocourred $o me thal the records and papers
of the mmltitude of bamks thzat have beenm closing recently
would constitute a very valusble body of source material for
research in the social scicnces if arrangememts could be mad
for their preservation and ultimate accessibility to scholar
I hawe Wmen told that in this state the practice is for such
papers to be turned over to the siate banking department,
which preserves them for seven years and then destroys them,
This information is not official and I am going to mpke
incuiries of the banking department about it./ I exy e
write to Gras in a day or two and 1 shall mention this materisl
to him,

Sincerely yours,




THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON MATERIALS FOR RESEARCH
of the
AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES
AND THE SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL

Sovrown J. Buck Rosert C. BinkLeY, Chairman H. M. LYDENBERG

WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY FLOBA BTONE MATHRE COLLEGE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY

WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY KENNETH B MURDOCH

Laurexnce VaiL CoLEmMan
CLEVELAND, OHIO
HARVARD UNIVERSITY

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF MUSEUMS

Norman S. B. Gras Artaur H. Quinn

HARVARD UNIVERBITY UNIVERSITY OF PENNBYLVANIA
May 28,1932,

Dr. Solon J.Buck,
Historical Society of Western

Pennsylvania,
Historical Bldg.,
Pittsburgh,Pa.
Dear Buck:

Your idea about bank records sounds very

good to me. It is the kind of thing upon which

one ought to be able to get action.

I am working out, and shall expect to circulate

shortly a complete project for subscription publication.

Would it be too much of a2 strain to call a New York

meeting early in the summer to act upon the thing before
the publication of the second edition of the survey on

Methods of Reproducing Research Materials?

Very sincerely yours,

O3

Robert C.Binkley




4338 Bigelow Boulevard,
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

. June 3, 1932
Professor Robert C. Binkley,
Flora Stone Mather College,
Western Reserve University,
‘ Cleveland, Ohio,

Dear Binkley:

I am not very keen about going to New York for a meeting of
the joint committee this swmmer but I will do so if it comes
not later than July 9 and does not conflict with other engage~
ments. The week following July 9 I expect to be very busy
with an historical tour that we are promoting and getting
ready to leave for ny vacation. I shall then be in Mimnesota
until near the end of Mugust. If a meeting is held early im
the summer, we will not, I take it, have the benefis of
Leland's advice, as I suppose that he is abroad., If it can
be postponed wntil September, he will doubtless be able to attend.

I like your new stationery tut regret that the line under my
name does not read Western Pennsylvania Historical Survey instead
of Society. While I am director of both agencies, my main job
is with the Survey. Moreover, the correct name of the Society
is "Historical Society of Western Pemnsylvania." It is quite
posgsible that I was responsible for the error.

Sincerely yours,

Solon J. Buck




WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY
CLEVELAND, OHIO

FLORA STONE MATHER COLLEGE
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

June 7,1933.

Professor Solon J.Buck,

Western Pennsylvania Historical Survey,
Historical Bldg.,

Bigelow Blvd. and Parkman Ave.,
Pittsburgh,Pa.

Dear Buck:

I am very sorry that the mistake was made
about listing the Western Pennsylvaniag Historical

Survey as a society instead of a survey.

Now that I have received a letter from Greene
in which he says he thinks he can get at leasst one vol-
ume financed without subsidy, there is less pressing

need for a summer meeting. Gerould, on the other hand,

is now pressing for a summer meeting. to pass upon his

project for a newspaper list.

Very since

Robert C.Binkley




June 8, 1932
Professor Robert C. Binkley,
Western Reserve University,
Cleveland, Chio.
Dear Binkley:-

I have read the letter from Gerould with reference
to the proposed Union List of Newspapers. I believe that
this. list would be of very great value and I am strongly
in favor of the endorsement of the project by the joint
cormittee. If Gerould thinks there is any chance of
getting the money from the Rockefeller Foundation, I think

that we should give him all the support we can,

Sincerely yours,

Solon J. Buck




June 10, 1932
Professor Robert C. Binkiey,
estern Reserve University,
Cleveland, Chio,

Dear Binkley:

Cun&we act on Qerould's newspaper project by
corresvondence? I would suggest that you and he formu-
late the project, indiccting Just what action is desired
from the comnittee, and then circulate it among the
merbers of the cormittee for their epyroval or diganprovel.

The matter of the institutional desigmetion under
ry nameé is not & serious one, of course. I note that 1t
appears the same way in the ACLS directory as it cdoes on
the stationery. Should you have occasion to indicste uy
institutional affiliation again, I would prefer thst it
be rut down as "University of Pittsburgh."”

Sincerely yours,

Solon J, Buck




WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY
CLEVELAND, OHIO

COLLEGE FOR WOMEN
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY
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Profeszor Robert C. Binkley,
Flora Stone Mather College,
Western Reserve University,
Clevelard, Chic,

Dear Binkleysi~

I have read the newgpaper project carefully
end I am in favor of its endorsement by the Joint
cormittee with the recormandation %o the $two counc
they use their good offices to get the money “'Mdoi.

I ‘hwe that it will not be necessary to have &
» of the committee this suwmer,

Herewith I an sending you proof of & review by
BMegen that is coming out, I understand, in the June
mamber of Jiznosota Eigtory. :

Sincerely yours,

Solon J. Buck
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THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON MATERIALS FOR RESEARCH Z
' of the
AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES
AND THE SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL

Soron J. Buck Rogert C. BinkLey, Chairman H. M. LypENBERG

WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY FLORA BTONE MATHER COLLEGE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY

Laurence VaiL CoLEmMan NNV Sy S Kexxers B. Murboce

CLEVELAND, OHIO
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF MUBEUMS HARVARD UNIVERSITY

Norman S. B, Gras ArtaUr H. QUiny
HARVARD UNIVERBITY 10 Fr isbie Place UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

Cambridge, Mass,
23 July 1932

Professor Solen J, Buck,
University of Pittsburgh,
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania,

Dear Buck:

I am enclosing a projeet upon which I have
been working this summer and which carried out the
results of conversations with Edwards Brothers, Fred
Melcher, and a number of others, I have tried it
out tentatively on some of the libraries, and I hope
that it is now about ripe for study by our Committee,

Very truly yours,

o




PROJECT FOR THE PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION OF NEW OR
REPRINTZD POOKS AND PURIODICALS, AT NORMAL PRICES,

WITHOUT SUBSIDY, 1IN VERY SMALL EDITIONS

s

1. Problem, OCommercial publication is organized to distribute
at an average price of 1,28 cents per page, 450 words to the
page, and hence at a cost of 375 words for a cent, books
which are salable in editions of one to two thousand. Since
the average sale of a scholarly book - (i.e., a book addressed
by a scholar to scholars rather than to the public) - is only
800 or less, publicatién of this type must be subsidized, and
is in fact subsidized to the extent of 35% of its costs.

Much of the material for research and many of the products

of research ought not to be and cannot be distributed in
quantitiecs which would meke them pay their own way Oy commer-
cial publishing, and at the same time fail to find the sub-
gidies necessary to bring them out., It is proposed to
orgenize a UNIVERSITY PUBLICATION SERVICE to publish works
which scholars wish to circulate among themselves, but cannot
put through cormereial publication channels.

The UNIVERSITY PUBLICATION SERVICE will operate on the fol-
lowing principles:

a. Scholarly gualit¥ will be %uaranteed by learncd
society, and editor costs covercd by lcarned

S0C1eLY Agents.

Persons designated by the scholarly organization in
any field will pass upon the quality of the work to
be published, or the desirability of publishing any
gpecific body of source material. The societyfa
representatives will be responsible for correct
editorial work upon all manuscripts, and for tho
formulation of a short statement descriptive of the
. work to be published.

The Material quality will be guaranteed end standar-
dized,

Standardized material, format, typography and binding
will be designated by the Joint Committee on Haterials
for Research, working in collaboration with represen-
tatives of the libraries. This format will provide
for the maximum number of words per page at maximum
legibility, in a page size that will be just small
enough to avoid oversize shelving., Peper quality

will be standardized from the standpoint of durability.
Two typographical forms will be used, lithographed
typescript and ordinary printing.

The decision whether to publish a given work Dby
photolithozraphy or by ordinary printing will be made
by taking account of (1) the character of the
monuscript as it affocts composition costs, and
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(2) the number of advance subscription orders, for
in all cases the whole manufacturing costs must be
taken care of out of advance sales, in the manncr
described in the next paragraph.

Books or periodicals out of print, old newspapors,

or any other material which requires no conposition
but which can be published direct in fac-simile

by the photolithorraphic process will be standardized
for quality of paper, binding, and workrmanship.

c. Production cost will be kegt on_a conpetitive level,
and sellino price will be fixed on a sliding scale,
2,CCOTALNg $o the number of advance orders received,
50 that emch edition will be paid for Oy the advance

orders.

Circularization among libraries and direct to scholars
will give prospective purchasers the option of bidding
upon any forthcoming productionm at one of three
prices - the "normal price" of 375 words for a cent,
an amount double that price, and an smount holf that
price, It is roughly calculated that fifty-five
orders at the double price, two hundred at the normal
price, five hundred at half of normal prices will pay
for publication and distribution.

Because of the saving of composition costs, the same
general price scale will apply to the reproduction

of books and periodicals out of print, old newspapers,
or any fac-simile noterial.

In these costs there will be figured the cost of
publishing 30%-plus-ten more copies than are ordered.
The ten copies will be used for review. 5% of the
number ordered will be given to the author, 25% will
be held for later sales., Theme copies will be given
the chenpest paper binding.

The 25% surplus copies for ssle will be sold at a
price sufficiently above the advance subscription
price to pay all costs of storing and administering,
so that a net revenue will be derived from these
sales, which will be spplied as follows:

1st; a1l costs of circularization will be paid,
and all overhead connected with the administration of
the plan, _

2nd: any surplus beyond this will be returned
to purchasers of books in the form of reduced prices
to the next advance subscribers,
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d. Promotion costs will be kept low by the following
measures:

Only when a considerable number of mnnuscripts have
accwulated will a circular be sent out. The circular
will describe the service offeréd and re%uest bide at
one of three prices, with the understanding that the
library alweys gets the book at the price which covers
the actual cost of publishing, If a library offers

to pay eight dollars and eighty cents for a book,
which is the cost if 55 copies are ordered, but it
turns out that there are 500 orders, the library will
be billed only two dollare and thirty cents.

Each book will be described in a short paragraph
prepared under the authority of the scholarly group
which wishes to secure publication, and signed by

the scholar who has been miven the duty of appraising
the book.

The order blank will bear a date of return, and a
space in which a librarian can name the date prior
to which he will not be billed for the book., If
therc are some libraries which cannot give orders
valid beyond the current fiscal year, a special type
of contract will be worked out to care for then,

The point is that the circumstance that the funds

of the current year happen to be exhausted at the
time that the circular appears in the librarian's
hands nust not make it impossible for him to partici-
pate in the plan.

The learned journals in_each field will be asked to
publish the advance information regarding books
projected in that field.
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3. Organization of the UNIVERSITY PUSLICATION STRVICE,

The orgenization will consist of one representative of egch
constituent society and a commercial agent. Each learned
society will instruct ites publications committee vo desig-
nate one person for membership in this orgsnization, If
no publications cormittee existe, the learned sociely will
create one, or find soac other way of designating this
liaison man, It would be desirable to have the lsarned
socictics select as thoir reprecentatives persons who are
in the same city or on the s=me faculty, and the cormercial
agent should be in the same place. A representative of the
Aesociation of Research Libraries will be included in the
organigation if the Association desires. This organization
can remain as an informal committce or be constituted as a
non-profit meking corporation, with stock held by the
societies,

4, Functioning of the Service.

a. Collecting of manuscripts or other material for
reproduction,

An author who wishes to have his manuscript pub-
lighed, a scholar who wishes to have research materi-
als revrroduced and distributed, a librarian who
wishes to have a book or periodical reprinted, will
get in touch with the learned society in the field,
which will then decide through its own organs
whether it wichee to sponsor the publication,

The method of appraising publication projects will
vary with the special situation of each field of
scholarghip, In some fields there will be a vast
amount of monographic material, uneven in guality,

80 that the society may wish to charge a rcading fee.
Other societies may find it necessary to subsidize
editors., The only vital point is that each society
must find some formal way of agreeing or refusing to
put its sterp of approval upon manuscripts or
projects subazitted to it. When a manuscript is ready
for publication, the man who has appraised it will
pPrepare a short descriptive statenent for use in
securing advance subscriptions,

The representative of the society upon the University
Publication Service does not read manuscripts nor
prepare descriptfve statements, His sole duty is to
see to it that the credentials of each manuscript.
which hag the approval of the society are in good
order, This service will be rendered without pay.




Preparing the prospectus.

When a budget of maguseripts or other materials for
reproduction has been brou~ht together by the :
academic members of the orgamization, the commerélal
agent will arrange with a printer the terms of a
priced circular. The material in hand will be s0
fitted to the sliding scele that each item will be
quoted at the three prices (normal, double, and
half price). end the cobtract with the printer so
drawn that the mairtenarce of quality s guaranteed,
and prices kert on tha competitive lavel, The *
prospectus or circular lListing the offerings will
then be drawr up, copics sent to the lecrned socie-
tics so that each socicty may publish in its journal
the announcements of the books sponsored by itself,
and further copies printed for eircularization.

Circularization,

There are two possibilities here, either the commer-
cial agent will himself direet the circularization
and audit Tthe replieg, or he will leave this in the
hands of the printer.

The Uriversity of Chicago Press maintains for the
use of university presses an addressograph list of
names cf scholars, arranged by fields. The use of
this 1ist is offered at ten dollars per thousand,
The commercial agent or the prinmtter might use this
list in circularizing. Whether the risk is borne
by the printer or by the Service, it is necessary
that the Service should control the extent of
circularizing, and see that it is adequate. The
sale of surplus copies is expected to pay for this
circularization.

Interpreting the results of the circularization,

Whether the printer or the commercial agent ig in
direct charge of circularizing, the next step will
be the compiling of lists of advance orders for
each item, If the printer has these in hand, he
will transmit two copies to the commercial agent,
who will send one copy to the sponsoring society.
The sponsoring society will thus be given an
opportunity to improve the list by special
solicitation if such efforts seem nccessary.

With the data regarding orders in hand, the cormer-
cial agent will then decide whether the book is to
be published by ordinary printing or photography
from typescript, end will fix its selling price upon
the sliding scale.

If the number of orders is too small to pay for
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publication, he will leave it 1o the representative,
of the sponsoring society to take up the question
of seeking & subsidy, or looking for further orders.
If a surplus has accurulated from the sale of
surplus copies, it may be applied at this point, to

_ make up a slight deficiency of orders.

Printing and billing.

The printer will produce and distribute the Dbooks
as per advance orders, and recover his costs
directly from the purchasers. He will trapemit
the extra copies in their paper binding to the
commercial agent, who will be responsible for
further distribution.

The commcrcial agent will supervise the accounts
end disburse the revenue received from the sale

of the extra copies to pay off overhead and costs
of circularization, and to apply the surplus to
the reduction of prices in subsequent publications.
I1f a surplus is built up, it may be possible to
publish & book which fails by a few orders to
finance itself. The principle to be observed is
that the service functions at costs, keeps away
from heavy overhead, avoids editorial charges and
risks, and stands responsible to the purchasers |
of books thet their money is used &s agreed upom,

5. Steps to be taken in setting up the UNIVIRSITY PUBLICATIONS

SERVICE.

The present memorandum is first to be submitted to the parent
councils of the Joint Qommittee on Materials for Research,
and if referred back to the committee for study will be

gone over by the members of the committee,

A printer who will carry out the role described above has
been found in Zdwards Brothers, of Ann Arbor. But the
Commercial Azent must not. be tied in advance to any one

printer;

he rust be primarily responsible to the learned

societics.

But the Qommerceial Arent rust not be set up at areat expense.
It is hoped that the duties of commercial agent can be
attached to the Purchasing Department or the publications
department of some university, or undertaken provisionally
by members of the staff of one of the Councils. A small
appropriation of a few hundred dollars for parti-l ofifice
expense should be sufficient, and this could be met, perhaps,
out of the funds of the Joint Qommittee, (Note; If the
commercial ament does the circularizing, this expense would
be much greater. )




Aagmst 22, 1932
rofessor Robert C, Binkley,
.ﬁ,_t:rw gzerwe University,
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Binkley:

On returnines from my vacation, I find awaiting me your
“Project for the Production and Distribution of Vew or
Renrinted Books", I have read the project with very great
interest and I hove that it will be possible to put it
into ooeration,

Have you seen the book entitled Historical Scholarshin

in Awerica-Meods M;nr,:g it y.m.)li"hed by Ray Long and
Richard R, Swmith, 12 E, 4let Stre et, lew York? It is ®"A
Report by the Qo a-.'-.i;‘.taa of the American Historical
Aasociation on the Plmmning' of Resecrch,* of which
Schlesinger was chairman, and it includes discussion of
maberials snd refererges to the Joint Committee,

Sincerely yours,

solon 4. Buck
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AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES

AND THE SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL

Sovron J. Buck Rosert C. Binkiey, Chairman H. M. LYyDENBERG
WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY > FLORA STONE MATHER COLLEGE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY

Laurence VaiL CoLEMAN wmr‘::ﬂt’;’:‘:;’ :;“:”“"" Kenxern B. Murbocu
1
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF MUSEUMS L HARVARD UNIVERSITY

Norwman S. B. Gras 95 Widener ‘ibr ary ArtaUR H. QUINN

HARVARD UNIVERSITY {J‘ ambridge J,ig as, UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

August 26, 1932

Buck
storical Building
ittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Dear Buck,

After a conference with Marshall and Leland,
the project for a publication service emerged in a
somewhat renovated form. I hear meanwhile that Edwards
Brothers and the Yniversity of Yichigan Press are trying
to embody this principle in an organization which they
are setting up. It looks as if something would come of
i1t. The next step in the development of this plan is
to be a discussion with a number of members of publishing
interests in a conference financed by the ACIS.

Sincerely,

Ratand T8

Robert C. Binkley ﬂ\




PROJECT FOR THE PRODUCTION AiND DISTRIBUTION OF NEW

BOOKS AND REPRINTS OF BOOKS OR PERIODICALS OUT OF PRINT

1. The Eroblem: Commercial publication is organized to
distribute books which are salable in editions of one to
two thousands, university presses operate by distributing
editions of three to six hundred, and the average sale of
o book subsidized and sponsored bv one of the learned
societies is in the neighhorhood of two hundred copiese
The market is so organized that the customary price atb
which these books are sold is about 1.2 cents per page,

or 375 vrords for a cent. But at this price-level publish-
ing of works which interest only research scholars in
special fields requires subsidies. The university presses,
selling editions of siX hundred, must cover one third of
their costs by means of subsidy, and the learned societies
with a market of two hundred copies must meet two thirds
of the costs from subsidy.

Much of the material for research and many of
the products of research ought not to be and cannot be
distributed in quantities which would make them pay their
own vay by commercial publication, and at the same time
they may not find the subsidy necessary to distribute them,
or, if the subsidy is found, there may be a wastage due to
the absence of organization in the scholarly market. But
the very scholars who wish to bring about publicati n conx
trol library funds which would make publication possible
if the market were rationally organized.

2., The Project: The PUBLICATIONS SERVICE will ovperate
on the following principles:

o. ‘Scholarly quality of nev work, or scholarly impor=-
tance of bringing back into print 0id material, re-
srinting newspaper files, etcC., will be guaranteed
bv a learned society or other orgonization recog-
nized by the parent Councils.

Format, paper quality, typography and binding will
be standardized to simplify competitive bidding in
production and facilitate marlketing on advance orders

Selling price and size of edition will be fixed upon
a sliding scale according to the number of advance
orders received after circularization. The form,
whether photolithographed typescript or regular
printing, will also depend upon the number of orderse.
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The economies to be sought are the following:

l., Elimination of risk

2. Reduction of promotion cost

3. Shifting of editorial work and responsibillty
8o that its costs are not levied on the book
purchaser.

4, Then necessary, shifting the cost of composi-
tion to the author, editor or sponsoring group
by publishing from typescript.

Tbe economies of standardization.

A. The method of determining scholarly importance, and the
role of the learned society or librarians' representative

It is to be expected that three types of material
will be fed into the publication service: (1) the original
work of scholars, especially in monographic form; (2) source
material of considerable bulk vhich has been copied and
edited; (3) simple reprints of books, pamphlets, newspaper
or periodical files. It is likely that the pressure for
the publication of a monograph may come from the author,
the demand for the distribution of a collection of source
materials may be brought forward by an editor or by a body
of scholars desiring to use the material, and that the
initiative in reorinting old printed material may be taken
by the researcéh scholars who wish to use them, or the
librarians who wish to acquire them.

Every constituent society of the two parent Councils,
and such other organizations as may take their place in the
system, will establish a routing for publication projects.
The routing will differ in the different fields. In modern
langu>7ss, for instance, it has been suggested that a large
amount of the material likely to be offered will be mono=
graphic, and that it may be necessary to charge the author
a reading fee. Librarians will probably wish to take
account of rarity as well as specific scholarly values in
deciding what projects they would wish to feed into the
service.

The society (however it may be organized internally)
must assume responsibility for the following steps in the
publishing process.




The society will designate the person or persons who
are to appraise the manuscript or project.

The appraiser will transmit to the publications service,
along with the material that is to be reproduced, a
short descriptive statement signed by the appraiser,

for use in circularization.

The society will take responsibility for any editing
that may be recuired. In some cases the author may be
able to edit his own manuscript to the satisfaction of
the aporaiser, in other cases it may be desirable to
have this materiasl edited as scholarly periodicals are
editved, and again the author may have to pay the editori-
al costs or a subsidy may be found to defray them. In
any case, no editorial cost is to be added to the pro-
duction cost of a book and assesced against the purchasere.

The society will apnoint to the publications service

a liason man, whose duty it will be to see to it that

the credentials of any manuscript are in order, and that
the responsibility placed upon the society has been
egsumed by it. This person will not be expected to read
or edit the manuscript, but to take care of the necessary
correspondencn. He will not he paid by the publications
service.,

B. Standardization of format, paper, tynography, etc.

Standardized material, format, typography and binding
will be approved by the representatives of t he librarians and
the Joint Committee on Materials for Research. The format
will provide maximum legibility, pcrmanence and convenience at
minimum cost, and the following considerations will be taken
into accounte.

Photolithogranhy is the controlling method of bringing
0old nrintzd material back into »rint. The paper, binding and
quality of vork '7ill be standardized.

In the reproducing of new m-terial a choice must be
made between photolithogranhy from typescript and standard
printing. The number of advance orders received, and the char-
acter of the manuscript, (whether straight printing or filled
with irregular typograohy) will determine which method is to
be used.

The advantage of photolithogranhy from typescript is
twofold: (1) If it is necessary to bring out a very small
edition - of fifty copies, for example, this process shifts to
the author or editor the cost of comnosition. This need not
greatly increase his ovn costs, for with special instruction
he can prepare his last typescript draft in such a form that
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it is ready for the photolithographer; (2) If the manuscript
contains many unusual signs, vwords in Oriental secripts, or
irregular arrangements of material, the cost of setting up
in type is very high, but the author's typescript can be
very legibly prepared.

The photolithographic typescript form which will
offer the highest legibility at minimum cost is probably
a large two column page, with pica type reduced one third.
The following considerations govern this tentative judgment:
The typewritten line loses legibility rapidly with increas-
ing length. Any line short enough to have maximum legibili ty,
(taking into account an economical spacing of the lines),
is so short that the resulting page devotes too much area
tc margin. Since photolithogranhic costs are based on area
of paper printed rather than on number of vords, the large
two-column page is the more economical. But two considera-
tions limit the size of the page ~ it must be small enough
to permit the book to go on the ordinary library shelf
without oversize shelving, and it must fit evenly into the
metal sheet area of one of the standard offset presses.

If the work is to be done by ordinary printing
methods the cost is not materially reduced, especially in
small editions, by the use of small type. Therefore the
standard printed form can easily be set at a level of
more than average legibility.

The specifications for binding will take particular-
ly into account the desires of librarians.

The cataloguing interests of librarians can be
taken into account in titles, etc.

The problem of the considerations of size of edition
which should govern in shifting from printing to typescript
photolithography remains for further discussion and elari-
fication. Certainly the point will be found above the
edition of fifty copies,; and below the edition of three
hundroc (for straight copy.)

C. Procedure in Circularization for Advance Orders.

Only when a considerable number of manuscripts have
accumulated will a cirecular be sent out. The circular will
describe the service offered and request bids at one of
three prices, with the understanding that the library
always gets the book at the price which covers the actual
cost of publishing. If a library offers to pay eight dollars
and eighty cents for a book, which is the cost if fifty-
five covies are ordered, but it turns out that there are
five hundred orders, the library will be billed only two
dollars and thirty cents.
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The publication service will use its discretion as
to the market expected of every book. For one book it may
ask for orders at price based on a prospective sale of
fifty, one hundred or two hundred copies, for another book
on prospective sales of one hundred, three hundred or six
hundred copies.

Each book will be described in a short paragraph
prepared under the authority of the scholarly group which
wishes to secure publication, and signed by the scholar
who has béen given the duty of appraising the book.

The order blank will bear a date of return, and a
space in which a librarian can name the date prior to vhich
h2 will not be billed for the book. If there are some
libraries which cannot give orders valid beyond the current
fiscal jear, & special type of ccutract will be worked out
tc care for them. The point is that the circumstance that
the funds of the current year hapoen to be eﬁhuusteu at the
time thet the cirecular anpears in the librarians' hands
must nct make irpossible for him to participate in the
plan. The librarians will cooperate in preparing the form

s

1k
ra
of circularization.

lcatncd journals in each field will be asked
the advancs information regarding books projected
tha Tﬂ;ldﬂ

When the advance orders are received and tabulated,
the publishing service will interpret the results.

If the number of subscribers at a given price is
su:l7icient to warrant publication at that price or less,
the s1z3 of the edition and the price will be fixed accord-
ing to the sliding scale, and the book published and dis-
tritvted.

i the numver of orders received will not float
publication at the price named in the order, the service
will report back to the sponsoring organization, submitting
a list of orders, the sponsoring organization to decide:

) to abandon the project

) to seek a subsidy to make up the difference

) to solicit and secure additional orders, or to induce
some of those vho offered a low price, to offer a
higher one,




The Problem of a Pricing Policy and the Financing of
Secondary, Post-Publication Sales,

An estimate must be made of an additional number
of copies beyond that called for in advance orders, which
ought to be published. If the advance orders reveal, for
example, a certain number of purchasers who offer a lower
price than that at vhich the edition is sold, it can be
estimated that some of these may purchase later. In any
case market experience suggests that the final sale of a
book may be more than double its early sale. Review copies,
and possibly author copies, must be issued. The publication
service must decide upon the number of extra copies to be
manufactured.,

These will be given only a cheap paper binding,
anc¢ will be sold for a price at least as high, or possibly
higher, than the price to advance subscribers,

How shall the prospective sale of extra copies
be taken into account in the pricing of the subscription
copies, and where shall the cost of manufacturing these
extra copies be charged?

Two principles are suggested:

1) The high-price, no-risk, no-subsidy principle
<) The low=-price, risk, and subsidy principle

The _high-price, no-subsidy policy: The entire cost of
manufacture, including cost c¢f additional copies, is placed
upon the shoulders of the advance purchasers., The revenue
facm the sale of the secondary copies, which will be practi-
cally pure profit, will then be used to reduce the costs of
later publications to their advance purchasers.

The lov-price and risk policy: The probable sale of extra
copies will be computed on the basis of the number of

advent ~rders, the number of unfilled advance orders which

dic. s2v offer a sufficiently high price, and any other in-
formation in the possession of the service. The price to

the original subscribers will be fixed at a level which

will spread the cost of the edition over the entire anticipatec
sale, reducing the price accordingly.

(It must be noted that the additional cost of the
extra copies will not in any case be aon important cost
element. In many shops a hundred copies cost no more than
fifty, and two hundred only a fraction more than one hundred).

Arpument for high-price policy: The project is launched with
minimua risk and capital commitment; the price difference

is not decisive in the case of the larger libraries, which
arc assured that the rarity value of their books increases
with the price. Even though the low price policy distributes
more copies of a given work at the same net cost to the




scholarly world, yet that sum may be levied in a way not

most advantageous to scholarship. Purchase cost is not the
sole cost = accessioning, shelving, housing, and administra-
tion must also be considered, and these charges are four
times the cost of a book. It is right that the strong
libraries should acquire many things which the small libraries
do not acquire. The funds of the smaller libraries are

then saved for things more necessary to them. The material
involved has been made available by publication in any case,
so long as the strategically located libraries own iti More-
over, if it is going to be necessary to seek subsidies to
carry publishing projects over the period between first and
secondary sales, the limitation upon publishing has not

been removed.

Arpumen’ for low-price policy: The scheme, even with
subsidy, offers the economies of an organized market, a
chancs to reallocate certain costs, such as editing and
composition, by placing them vhere they can more easily be
borne. ‘There is a real prospect that the so-called subsidy
will be an investment because of the reduced risk resulting
from the organization of the market, and as the scheme gets
momentum may retard development of the enterprise by making
price resistance greatest at the outset before the reserve
frcm secondary sales has been built up.

Ccmpromise: Certain items in which the large library
market is inelastic ought to be financed on the no-risk
policy (notably the publication of newspaper files).
Other projects on the low-price policy, if the interests
of scholarship require wider distribution and individual
purchase.,

'e The Organization of the PubhlicationsService.

There are two organs of the service, first a
group of scholars who act without pay as contact men for
their rcespective learned societies or other organizations,
and second, a conmercial and financial agent.

The commercial and financial agent must be in
charge of a number of services as listed below, but groups
of these services can be let out on contract to commercial
firms. The problem of the organization of the Publications
Service turns on the question of how many of these services
are to be performed by the commercial and financial agency
directly, and how many contracted oute.

These services are here arranged in groups, in a
rising scale, so that the first groups listed will certainly
not be performed by the agent, and the last certainly must
be performed by the agent. The question arises s to where
the line is to be drawn between work done directly and
vork contracted out.
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FMirst Group (must be contracted cut) =-The prysical prcduc-
tion of the books, prirting, binding,

Sscond Group (may be included vith First Group)--The vrap-
ping, mailing and billing of books ordered in advance,
and the collection of the money payment. (It will be
possible to have the producer of the books take all
his payment in this way, so that no money is paid
him by the Publicatins Service.)

Third Group (May be included with First Group)--

1) The printing of circular material as supplied by
the Publications Scrvice, whether in the form of
lists or of separate cerds.

2) The mailing of the ¢irculars.
Z) The tabulating of the returns.

(It will be possible to include these services in the
producer's contract, but the cost of them should then
be assessed against the later sale of books and re-
funded by the Publications Service.)

Fourth Group (Must be performed by agency)--
1) The drawing up of the advance circulars, and
cther promotional activities. Review copies, etc.
2) The intervreting of the results of the advance
circularization by making the decision as to
price and size of edition, number of extra copies,
etc,

(This group will certainly be in the hands of the
commercial agent, possibly with the advice of the
contact men of the learned societies in specific
Cases. )

Fifth Group (may be contracted out, but not included with
Pirst Group) =-- The storing and selling of bhooks
printed in excess of sales in advance.

Sixth Group (must be performed by agency) --
1) The making of contracts for the services in
Group I, or Groups I and II, or Geroups I, II
and III. '
2) The making of contracts with authors and editors.
(Probably leave copyright in author's possession.)

Seventh Group (may be performed by councils )-- disbursement
of money. x
L) Auditing of accounts
©.) Sunervision in metters of policy.




Professor Roboert €, Binkley,
f;.er“ Stone Mather College,
Vestern Reserve University,
Cieveland, Oh

¢~U o .&52.1 -}-w’

%

1 have veceived yoar letter of August 26 and hove ool with interost the
reviged project for a publication serviece, I note with especicl interest your
refeveroey Yo the possibility of publishimg woprotmetionn of nowspoper files,
and it occurs to me that *?m Bittelnrah Gogotis would be ama’i“ ent cubJoct
for an experiment in this field., 7he w as the firet paper published
west of the mowibainsg, ﬂ.. rt.inc in 1786, I beliove. Ye have meds & va::'y
cayaful chedkk of extant coples prior to 1@1. The Carnegle ”uzkm here has
over half of the issues and we have heon able to locade coples of a 1o 39
mader of the yemainifg iosaee in other 1ibraries., We are plam -j;a—,p to got
nhntost:xtic nogatives of these and prodbably will meie -;1 photoadatic »o ‘ry Gact ion
of the Carmegle files. Ulilmmtely we intend o ey this work on beyond 1800,
I have had in mind the possibility of maling photostatic sets for libwrariss, as
was done Dy the Univapsity of iichigen lLibwary for th's M& anl the
Eentucly Gozette, and I am not ot all sure thet emough subseriptions could be
obtained %o werrant dodng it Yy the photo-lithogren h, proces:,

Singorely yours,

$olon J, Bask




September 21, 1932
Professor Hobert 0. Binkley,
Flora Stone Mather College,
Vestern Reserve University,
Clevelsnd, Chio.

Dear Binkleys=

¥hile attending our state historical convention
at State College last week, Dean Chambers of that
institution told mwe that & member of their faculty, Ir, C.
C. Paters, is experimenting with a method of printing Dooks
in mineature in order to reduce the cost. It wmight de
worth your while to correspond with him, Hic address
would be sinply State College, Pemnsylvania,

Sincerely yours,

Solon J. Buck
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October 17, 1932

Solon J, Buck, Esqg.

The Historical Society of Westerr Pennsylvania
4338 Bigelow Boulevard

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Dear Sir:

Would you be able to attend a meeting of the Joint
Committee on Saturday, November 19, November 26, onm
December 3, in New York? Please distinguish between the
dates when you can attend and those which you would prefer.
One member of the Committee has expressed a preference
that a November date be chosen,

May I remind you of the vote taken at
as follows:

or 1_t{nr»
rmu l te and 3
futu ?0 notivmtieg.

"Voted, That members of the
O]

&.
before the next meeting, to f
writing, their views as to 1its

"Voted, That the ugenda ( next meeting shall be
arrs&ged In two groups:
(1) Current affairs: general plans and
studies and reports,
(2) Specific enterprises or projects to be con-
sidered “; the Committee or reported to the
Councils,"

The Social Science Research Council has dissolved the
Committee on Scientific Pyblications, added its duties to
ours, and asked us to study and report on the project for
a publication service which has already been circulated,
The Council of Learned Societies has taken similar action.

I hope you will find it possible to write down your
thoughts on the plans of the Committee and send them to
me in sufficient time that we can have copies made for

distribution,

Very sincerely yours,

Robert C. Binkley.




October 26, 1932
Professor Robert C. Binkley,
Harvard University,
Cambridge, lass,

Desr Binkley:

Your letter of Uctobér 17 did not arrive here until
October 24 ond this is i.hc {irst opportunity that I have had to
reply to it., liy preferconce would be for NHovember 19 for the mecte
ing but, so far as I know now, 1 could arrange to attend on either
of ths other dates that you sugsest,

[t souns Lo me that Lthe best ey for the committee to
work out its plams for fature m...*\rl;iqzs would be for you i, ap
chalrman, to formalate them and send your stalement around for the
other mevibere of the comitlee Lo ment on and suw ;_-«»--u. Yo one
dut the chaimun really knowsall aboul what the copmittee is doing and
is in & position Lo work oul consistent plans,. Nevertheless, I shall
undertakes to job down sone of uy ideas on the subject but I am afyald

2

that I cammot get at 1t for two or three dwye.

Simcerely yours,

1 J. Buck
SJB: Al

P. S. I wonder if you had noticed the repert of the comittee on
"Encoursgement of University Research® of the American Association of
University Professors, published in its Bulletin for Octobsr 1932,
pages 456 to 458, Much of this report is devoted to a discussion of
our “Sarvey of Activities”.

S. J. B,




17 Longfellow Road, Cmiridge, “ass
31 October, 1932

Dear Buck:

- \
Thank you for your note, and the referer\oe to

the mention of the survey of actlvltles, mh;_ch X «Shall look
up. Thank you also for the many other notes *whi ch you have
sent in, and which ¥ have in every cese found interestim nd
useful. I will follow your suggestion, ad draw up a
project for circulation and criticism.

Everyone can m et on December 3d with the
possible exception of Leland, fram whom I have not leard.
But all the other days are definitely closed out by one
or another member; mmixkkkmxximx Lydenberg is taken by
another Conference on the 26th, and Leland on the 19th of
November. Therefore save the 3d of December.

With best wishps,

Yt

Robert C. Binkle




LiBrarYy oF THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA
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- UniversiTy, VIRGINIA
HARRY CLEMONS, Librarian

MARY LouisE DINWIDDIE,
wAssistant Librarian

November 1, 19323

Dr. Solon J. Buck, Director
Western Pennsylvania Historical Survey
Pittsburgh, Penneylvania

Dear Doctor Buck:

I want to thank you for your
kind letter of Qctober 27 and to express my ap-
preciation for your feeling regarding the manu-
script work which we are doing at the University
of Virginia. I am enclosing herewith a copy of
the University News Letter which contains my
article which you have requested.

I am scrry that you have not
been able to carry on your survey in Western
Pennsylvania to the extent to which you desire,
We too are faced with the gravity of the finan-
cial situation, but we are hoping to weather the
storm,

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely yours

(Ju /;,k__.,

Lester J. éLppon
Archivist
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95 Widener Library
Cambridge, Mass.
November 7, 1932

Professor Solon J. Buck

Western Pennsylvania Historical Society
Historical Bulilding

Pittsburgh, Penna.

Dear Buck:

It appears that it will be impossible to get
Crane to attend our meeting unless it is postponed
until after the Christmas meetings. I therefore hope
that it will not inconvenience you to shift the date
on your calendar from December 3rd to January 1l4th and
15th.

The Conference on Publication has just been
held in New York. The university presses, as I antic-
ipated, showed a little hostility to the project, but
I think the result of the Conference will be a re-draft
and further development of the same line.

Sincerely yours, :

Gt 22 A,




November 14, 1932
Prof, Robert C, Binkley,
95 Widener Library,
Cambridge, Mass,
Dear Binkleys

Your letter of Hovenbér 7 has dbeen received,

-

So far as I know now, I can attend a neetine of the Joint

Conmdittee on Jemuary 14 and 15,

Sincerely yours,




HARVARD UNIVERSITY
CAMBRIDGE, MASS.

95 Widener Library
December 30, 1932

Dr, 8. J. Buck
The Western Pennsylvania Historical Survey
Historical Building, Pittsburgh, Penna.

Dear Buck:

I have written to Flick hinting that
you should be liaison man on that committee,
I have hesitated to suggest Schaeffer, thinking
that I might better wait until I am asked. In
the meantime, just to let you know that misfor-
tunes do not come singly, I shall ask you to be
the Regikportsm to the Joint Committee on the
speclal project submitted by the A. C. L. S,,
in accordance with a letter of which I enclose
a copy. I think that you probably know so much
about this that you can form an opinion in a few
minutes.

With best wishes,

Sincerely yours,

;v,r) AN




AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES
WASHINGTON, D. C.

27th December 1932.

My dear Binkley:

The Ixecutive Committee of the American Council
of Learned Societies has referred to the Joint Committee on
Materials for Research an application from the American His-
torical Association for assistance in continuing the compi-
lation of the annual bibliography known as Writings on Amer-
ican History.

This application is made jointly to the ACLS
and the SSRC. The Association estimates that the total an-
nual cost of the compilation will be $2,000, of which $1,800
will be paid to Miss Griffin as an honorarium and %200 will
be used for secretarial assistance and miscellaneous ex-

penses. Toward this $2,000, the Association will contribute
$200 annually from its own budget, and undertake to secure
500 more from various contributors, leaving a balance of
#1,300 as the amount of the contribution requested from the
two Councils. Lach Council, therefore, is asked to contribute
$650 a year for two years,

I ask that this request be placed on the
agenda of the next meeting of the Joint Committee. I shall
have a memorandum on the subject prepared and distributed
to the members of the committee before that meeting.

Very sincerely yours,
(SIGNED) WALDO G. LELAND,

Permanent Secretary,

Professor Robert C., Binkley
95 Widener Library
Cambridge, Mass,




PRINCETON UNIVERSITY
THE LIERARY

PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY

May 31,1932,

Dr. Robert C.Binkley,
Department of History,
Fjora Stone Mather College,
Western Reserve University,
Cleveland,Ohio.

My dear Binkley:

I am anxious to know whether your Committee is
going to be able to do anything about the endorsement of the
proposed Union List oif Newspapers before the end of the
current academic year, It ieg rather important that we have
the situation in hand as soon as possible, so that we may
have preliminary conversations with t he Rockefeller people
before the vacatione begin,

The American Historical Association is all lined up,
and I have a number of letters of endorsement from schools of
journalism. As I understand it, neither of the Councils will
act until they have received the advice of vour Committee.

Very cordially yours,

(signed) James Thayer Gerould,

Liorarian.






