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To the members of the Joint Committee:

T enclose herewith a draft of the agenda in which
so far as possible problems of policy are reduced to
resolutions for vote. These resolutions are phrased to
bring the discussion to a point; they often represent
alternatives, and in many cases I have put them in because
they seemed to codrdinate some part of a policy elaborated
at an earlier meeting with the more comprehensive policy
before us at this meeting. There will probably be further
resolutions and points brought in by other members. Let
us put everything in the hopper at this stage.

Our discussion will probably proceed most usefully
if we first cover these thirty four reselutions rather
rapidly, incorporating.with them at the same time additional
material brought forward by the members of the joint com-
mittee. This will constitute a first reading, and will be
covered on Saturday, January l4th.

On Saturday night a drafting committee can put
the results of the day's work in shape, and on Sunday
the meeting can attack the problem of limiting its plans
to what can practically be accomplished, and adapting its
organization to its plans.

Sincerely yours,

ROBERT C. BINKLEY
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PUBLICATION OF BOOKS.

[Copy of letter from Dr. Prank Tennenbaum to Dr. R. T. Crane.]

In view of our talk yesterday I am taking the liberty of summar-
izing my suggestion as to the publication of books on a non-profit making
basis, My own recent experience and the experiences of other people
merely illustrate the diffioulties that authors have in secwring publi-
cation even for such books as it is agreed deserve to see the light, It
certainly seems incongruous for institutions te support scholarships and
then leave the scholar in the position of not being able to place his re-
sults before the publie,

The suggestion 1s as follows:

1. That an endowment be set up to be mamaged by a board whose
funetion it will be to publish all books which it considers deserving of
publicetion

2, That the author recelve no royelties whatsoever until after
the initial investment in the publication of his book has been liguidated.

3, That, in addition. a charge of 5 or 10 per cent, of the
cost of publieation be made against the book to cover overhead charges.

4, That. after these two primery liem- against the book have
been made, the author is to receive all the inecome from the book exeept
a deduction of b or 10 per cent, whioh is to be set up as a reserve %o
cover the losses on those books which may net have been able to pay the
primary ecost of publisation.

The edvantages of this proposal are (1) the author of a good
book would autometically have a publisher; (2) the publishing board, if
it had any lueck at all, would probably be able to meet the losses on
those books which do not cover themselves through the books that have a
wide sale, It would also give the auther a substantially larger income
from a good book than he now receives, beecause a successful book would
easily cover its primary charges and the author would have ths bemefit
of the full return, except a small percentage which would be dedusted for
the reserve, and one book with a large sale would probably absorb the
losses of a number of books published by the beard whiech proved unable
o eovar their own investment.

It might be possible to give the Amerisen author s satisfactory
medium and give the Amerisan reader an inexpensive book. It would also
do what seems to me very important; it would save both American scholars
and literature from having teo pass the test for commercial feasibility
which may, after all, not be the best test for either scholarship or
literary genius.
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Jamaary 7, 1933
Prof. Robert C,., Binkley,
#17 Longfellow Road,
Cambridge, Mass,

Dear Binkley: : /

Your circular to the members of the Joint Committee is a very able document
and I congratulate you on the success with which you have formulatéd the problems
confronting the coomittee, I will send you at once such idgas as occur to me,
using the same system of nmumbsring as you have used in the circular,

IT A ¢ = The listing of photostats has never seemed to me to be & logical
procedure, I believe that original documents, photostats, film reproductions, anmd
transcripts should all be dealt with together, the material to be subedivided on
the basis of subject matter, character, location, ete., rather than on thet of form,
Of course, the form should be indicated in every case.

III = I understand that the Public Archives Coomission of the Averican
Historical Associstion has Just brought out a handboolk on local archives which is
to be widely distributed to the custodians of such materizl, I have not seen a
copy of it as yet. It seems to me that it would be desirsble to have copies of it
supnlied to the menmbers of cur committee and, if possible, to hove some available
at our meeting. I believe that amother ham@book of this sort simed st dusiness
firms and semi-public agencies, such as schools, clmrches, etc., should de prepared,
The greatest need here is to get over to people who have charge of records, corres=
pondence files, etc,, the idea that they are historically valusble snd that it is
vorthwhile to do something sbout their permement preservation., Would it not be
possible to bring this matter defore the various national business associations at
their meestings md throagh their publications? State, local, and specia) historical
societies should also be urged toldo wore in the way of propaganda to impress upon
those who have materials the fact that they are of some value and the further fact
that the societies are prepared to assame the custody of them, Our experience here
indicates that very few people Mave any idea that our society has sny interest in
such things.

A type of institution that you do not appear to have considered
formally is that of the research dureans, of which there are a mltitude. For
example, we have here, besides our Survyy, a Bareau of Business Research, The
historical societies you have locked upon primerily as libraries or collecting sgencies,
but some of them are also research bureaus, It seems to me that an effort should be
made to get all such research tmreams to do more in the way of promoting the collcetion
and preservation of material and, particularly, the preparation of guides ard inventories.
Some of this group, I suppose, would fall in your fourth classification)

You may be interested to kmow that our Survey expects to have ready in a few
days a tentative mmltigraphed imventory of unprinted materials for research in the

possession of the Historical Soclety of Western Pennsylvenia. We are also eoupilingf




Prof, Robert C. Binkley

and expect ta publish in the same form a tentative inventory of imerisan mewspaper files
to be found in Allegheny County, including those in newspaper offices as well as tiose
in public depositories. A much more corprehensive project that we have under wey is

a bidliography of all newsppers and periodicals published in western Pennsylvania, with
an inventory of all extant files yherever they may be found,

Your suggestion that the VWritings on American History might include & list of
theses deposited during the year seems to me.to have merit. I would suggest that there
ought first to be cospiled a list of umpublished theses in the social sclences and the
humenities, with indications of the libraries in which they can be found and whether or
not copies ere svailsble for lending., I think that all doctors' theses should be
included snd such masters' theses as appear to have any research value, not confining
the selection, however, to those that contain original material, After this list has
been published, the information should be kept up to date for the different fields by
current publications in their regular bibliographies, for example, those in the field of
Amorican history mizht be listed in the Writings or all She history theses currently
deposited might be listed in the ammuacl Carnegie Inet itution publication which now
lists theses in prreparstion and thesee printed during the year,

Sincerely yours,

Solon J . Buck

»
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American National Committee on
Tnternational Intellectual Codperation
405 West 117th Street, New York,N.Y.
January 11, 1933.

Professor Robert C. Binkley, Chairman
Joint Committee on Materials for Research

Dear Professor Binkley,

Tn connection with the work of the American Committee
on Intellectual Codperation which, as you know, is the national
organ of the League of Nations Organization for International
Intellectual Codperation, would it be possible for your Com-
mittee to act as the technical advisory committee on all matters
that lie within the field of archives and documentation? From
time to time questions have arisen in the work of the Geneva
organization which seem to me to belong within the scope of
your Committee, particularly in the matter of archives and the
distribution of government documents.,

The action proposed is in line with that taken in
other fields. For instance, the technical committee in the
field of Education will be the Committee of Programs and Plans
of the American Council on Education; in Broadcasting, the
Committee on International Relations of the National Advisory
Council on Radio in Education; in Literature, the organization
of the P.E.N. clubs; and similar organizations to deal with
other subjects. ik

T should be very happy if you would let me know the
action of your Committee concerning this suggestion for
coBperation.

Yours very truly,

JAMES T. SHOTWELL
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AMERICAN NATIONAL COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL INTELLEZCTUAL COOPERATICN

ORGANIZATION

I. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Professor James T. Shotwell Chairman
Dean Virginia C. Gildersleeve Vice~Chairman
Dean William F. Russell Treasurer
Mr. Waldo G. Leland
II. STANDING COMMITTEES
The following Standing Committees have been drawn from
previously existing organizations. It is expected that others will
be appointed.
Education

The Broblems and Plans Committee of the American Council on
Education.

Archives and Documentation

Joint Committee on Materials for Research of the American
Council of Learned Societies and the Social Science Research
Council.(?)

Broadcasting

Committee on International Reglations of the National Advisory
Council on Radio in Education.

Literature

Committee of the P.E.N. Clubs.

Musiec

Pure and Applied Science

A Committee of the National Research Council, (?)

Institutiors of International Adult Education

Institute of Polities (?)
IIT. SPECIAL COMMITTEES

Special Committees may be appointed from time to time by
the Chairman of the National Committee, or by the Chairman of a
Standing Committee to deal with questions laid before the National
Committee referred to or arising within the National Committee.




AMFRICAN NATIONAL COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL INTELLECTUAL COOPERATION
CONSTITUTION

1. Organization and Purpose.

The American National Committee on International Intellectual
Cooperation was created at the instance of the International Commis-
sion on Intellectual Cooperation of the League of Nations to serve as
its representative in the United States., The function of such nation-
al committees as this is "to act for the International Committee in
matters falling more particularly within the national sphere, to
collect information, to suggest international problems for study,
and to secure the adherence of particular countries to a general
international program." (Statement quoted by Dr. Vernon Kellogg in
"Equeational Record," January, 1927.)

The Assembly of the League of Nations at its 1l2th Session,
passed the following resolution. "The Assembly ... recognizes the
existence of the Intellectual Cooperation Organization consisting
of the International Commission of Intellectual Cooperation...; the
National Committees of Intellectual Cooperation, whose representa-
tives may be called to meet in conference occasionally, at the
invitation of the I.C.I.C."

The National Committees are autonomous bodies with reference
to the determination of their own personnel, program and policy,
and all budgetary matters.

2. Membership.

The American National Committee determines its membership
with due regard to the character of the problems which come before
it and the various fields of intellectual interest whieh are involved
in its program,

The membership is divided into three classes of which one-
third retires each year. Members may be re-elected. Absence from
two consecutive meetings without excuse shall be deemed to constitute
resignation from the Committee.

Members shall be nominated by the Committee on Membership
and appointed by the chairman.

3. Officers.

The officers of the Committee are:

a. Chairmen. The Chairman of the American National Committec
1s the American Member of the International Committee on Intellectusa:
Cooperation and is appointed by the Council of the League of Nations
He has charge of the executive and administrative work of the Commit-
tee and the appointment of the Administrative officers.

b. Vice-Chairman. The Vice-chairman shall be elected by the
Committee. The Vice-Chairman shall, in the absence or incapacity of
the Chairman, carry-on the work of the office of the Chairman ad
interim, Lo




ﬁg-

c. Secretary. The Secretary is designated by the Chairman
from among the members of the Committee, In case of vacancy, the
Chairman shall be responsible for the secretarial work of the Com-
mittee, and shall have power to appoint Assistant Secretaries to
this end.

d. Treasurer. The Treasurer is designated by the Chairman
from among the members of the Committee. The Treasurer shall have
charge of the funds of the Committee. In the discharge of the duties
of his office he may authorize an Assistant Secretary to act as his
assistant and to draw upon the funds of the Committee for all
administrative purposes.

4, Committees

a. Exeortive Committee. The Executive Committee consists of
the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer, and one other
member nominated by the Committee. It shall have power to act for
the Committee in the interval between meetings, and shall meet from
ti1e to time at the call of the Chairman. It shall assist the Chair-
man in the execution of the work of the Netional Committee and shall
have power to deal with all routine matters.

b. Committee on Membership. The Committee on Membership
consists of the Chairman and two otker members of the Committee
elected by it. It shall have powsr to nominate the members of the
American National Committee as set forth under Article 2 above.

¢. Standing Committees. Standing Committees for each of
the major divisions of the work of the Committee shall be nominated
by the Committee and appointed by the Chairman. Each Standing Com-
mittee shall have pawer to coopt new members, either from within the
National Committee or from without. The Standing Committees shall
report on the various questions that arise from time to time in the
field of their competence, to the Committee either at its regular
meetings or at such times as are fitting for the effective conduct
of the work in @ estion. The Standing Cormittees shall also survey
the fields of their interest and recommend to the National Committee
such action as seems to them desirable.on pertinent questionse.

d. Special Committees. Special Committees may be appointed
by the Chairman from time to time to deal with special problems.
Membership may be wholly or in part from without the Committee.

5. Meetings.

a. The American National Committee shall meet at the call of
the Chairman at least once a year.

b. The Committees of the National Committee shall meet at
the call of the Chairman.

6. Amendments

Amendments can take place by a two thirds vote of those
present without notice and at any meeting.




Jenuary 11, 1958

MEMORANDUM

7082 Dr. Solon J. Buck

The Joint Committee on Meterials for Resesrch meets at 9430 em

Ssturday, Jemuary 14, in the Council Rooms of the Soclel Science

Resesrch Council at 250 Perk Avenue, New York. It may be

necessary to continue the meeting into Sunday.




SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL

Joint Committee on Materials for Research

Period Covered by Statement: July 1, 1932-December 31, 19832

RECEIPTS:

Balance on hand, July 1, 1932 (ACLS portion) $160,08
Matched by SSRC by transfer from Committee Work

Funds under Appropriation 31127 160,05
£320.11

EXPENDITURES:

Salaries

Travel

Photo Supplies ]
Equipment and O0ffice Supplies
Postage

Miscellaneous

BALANCE ON HAND, January 1, 1953

Dated, January 14, 19335




Dr, Waldo G, Leland,

American Qouncil of lLearnmed Socleties,
907 Fifteenth Street,

Washington, D, C,

Dezr leland:=-

In respcase to your letter of Jamasry 9 with reference to Writingg
on American History, I will say that I expect to report to the Joint
Committee that the contimuation of this wrk is of outstanding importance
for the promotion of research in American history. While corparatively
few scholars thought that they could afford to buy the volumes at the
comparatively high prices at which they were sold by the Yale University
Prees, I believe that many of them and many graduste students made use of
the volumes in libraries, The index will, of course, greatly facilitate

the use of them, as one of the obstacles to their use was the necessity
of seaxr ching through so many different volumes.

I suppose that this will not reach you until after the Joint
Committee meeting, I am hoping that our meeting will be prolonged until
Sunday in order that you may have an opportunity to participate in it, I
feel that a meeting without your presence will be something like "Hemlet®
with Hamlet left out.

Sincerely yours,




JOINT COMMITTEE ON MATERIALS FOR RESEARCH

Agenda for Jan,l4«1l5,1938 =eecccoccccecna Annex II
(Notes by A, F. Kuhlman)

Project: The Preparation of a Guide of the Collection, Care,
Organization and Preservation of Fugitive Materisla.

I, The Problems.

Scholers end librarians who are in close touch with
our contemporary civilization, especlally in situations in which
social change and social movements are in the making, are aware
of the fact that some of our richest sources for soclasl and his-
torical research consist of fugitive materials.(l) Yet, despite
this fact, such materials present four problems that have not
been dealt with adequately by social sclence scholars, librariens,
library equipment manufacturers and library schools. These prob-
lems can be stated briefly in four questiona, '

As What types of fugitive materials are being produced
that are worthy of collection and preservation?
From which sources can such materials be obtalned?
C, How ghould fugltive materials be cared for and
organized?
D, How can collections of fugitive material "be kept

alive™?

II. The Approch to these Problems,

A. What Types of Pugitive lMaterials are being Produced that
are wort hy of collection and preservation?

The first problem on which to assemble data is what to
collect, The material apparently consists largely of non-trade
and non-copyrlight ltems that do not find their way into librar-
les by the well-establlshed copyright and trade channels, No
blenket program can be projected as to what to colle ¢t without
a sympathetlc examination of what is now being collected by =
great variety of specialized librarles, as well as in some of
the speclal collections of fugitive materials of large research
libraries. The collecting aectivities of these libraries are
most 1lluminating. There is every reason to believe that types
of material that are most worth-while can be defined with the

le The term is employed in this paper in the broad sense to
include: (1) printed material which because of its form can-
not be readily shelved like books, but can and should be or-
ganized and preserved without the cost of binding and cata-
loging; (2) non-printed matter - films, slides, phonograph
records, photographs,etc.;(3) Museum or cultural objecta.
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aid of scholars and specialists, who have been working to build
up such collections, ©Such materials are very abundant in the
following fields:

Education

Economics - agriculture, business, labor, etc.
Government - civie and social agency reports and
publications, polities, and publications of govern=-
mental research agencies

International relations

Religion

Blography

In these various flelds many specialized libraries, al-
so speclalized collections in large research libraries, have been
built up, but, thus far, no scholarly or convineing effort has
been made to define concretely, in terms of types of material,
what is worth while, It would be helpful to scholars and librar-
ians to discover concretely what kind of materials specialized
agencies, working in the above listed fields, find useful in the
conduct of their affairs and in their research, Also in what
forms do such materials appear: pamphlets, leaflets, charts,
élippings, records, films, museum objects, ete.

A menual defining as concretely as possible such types
of material would be of considerable value to libraries in their
acquisition work as well as to library schools in the training
of prospective librarians, MNany libraries have started such col-
lections and all too frequently have found it impossible to builld
them up intelligently, because they did not know what types of
material were worthy of collection. The result has been that
files have been cluttered with material of doubtful value or
collecting activities were abandoned, In other instances costly
methods of binding, cataloging, etc., were employed and the
project of collecting fugitive materials was dropped as too
costly.

B. From What Sources Can Puglitive Materials Be Obtained?

It 1s instructive to see how closely specialized li-
braries follow social changes and conditions that have a bearing
upon thelr activities, Spend a day in visiting the libraries of
the American Telephone and Telegraph Company, the Guaranty Trust
Company, and Standard Statlstics in New York City and one is im-
pressed with the "liveness" of the materials that they collect
and preserve, Such collections seem to belong to a different
world, when compared with the fugitive materials in most histor-
ical, public, college or university libraries, Why? They need
not be.

A careful study of a few large specialized libraries
gshows that in nesrly every fleld in which fugitive materials are




issued extensively there are specialized directories of
agencies that issue those materials., What is needed is a
comprehensive bibliography of published, mimeographed and
typed directories of such agencies, A manual as here
proposed would include such a bibliography of directoriles,

¢, How Should Pugitive Materials Be Cared For and Organized?
1, Physical organization and care.

The care of fuglitive material presents a twofold prob-
lem, the first deals with physical equipment or methods of ar-
ranging and preserving such materials, And the second deals
with 1ts organization and classification so that scholars and
librarians can efficiently find what there is in the collec~
tion on a given problem,

A preliminary survey by the writer discloses that in
attempting to solve the problem of physical care librarians
have been using some of the following methods.

(1) They have tried to bind and catalog small items
separately only to find that the cost of such a program was
prohibitive. (The cost of cataloging ranges from fifty cents
to more than four dollars per item,)

(2) Many libraries have tried to bind related materi-
als in single volumes, thus grouping from five to fifteen items
in a single volume which is cataloged under a general toplc,
This lowers the binding and cataloging costs, but renders the
material practically useless, because scholars have to examine
such eollected volumes item by item to discover what material
there is of interest to them, Moreover, if this arrangement
is used, librarians themselves find it difficult in their
scquisition work to check their holdings to ascertain whether
they already possess a given item whose title comes to theilr
attention,

(3) Many libraries have placed fugitive material in
pamphlet boxes and then have distributed these boxes under
general headings in the stacks by subject., This again 1s un-
gsatisfactory for the same reasons mentioned above under (2).
Then, too, the material sags and gets out of shape under 1ts
own weight., Moreover, if the public has access to these
boxes, without staff supervision, the best items are soon lost.

(4) Still other methods employed are vertical files
or a series of pigeon holes in the walls of a reference room,
and in other instances an arrangement on open shelves.

The questions to which answers should be found aref
(1) in what forms are fugitive materials published, and (2)
what kind of equipment is now available in business offices
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or libraries, or (3) what kind of equipment should be devised
that would be inexpensive, flexible, expansable and efflicient
if employed in the care and organization of fugitive materials?

2. Scholarly organization

The scholarly or useful organization of fugitive materi-
al is interwoven with the problem of equipment, The guestlons to
be answered are: What kind of a catalog is necessary? How can
the material be classified or arranged, so that its very organi-
gation will reveal what is available (rather than bury it) and
se that scholars can quickly find all there i1s in a given collec-
tion that has a bearing upon their problem? Whatever plan is
adopted rust be highly flexible, expansable, and inexpensive to
prove satisfactory in the building up and maintaining of col-
lections.

What is needed is a sympathetic survey to determine
and describe the plans that appear to have demonstrated their
usefulness, or with the aid of office and library equipment
companies to discover existing or new methods,

D. How Can Collections of Fugitive Material "Be Kept Alive?"

Two aspects to this problem are important: one concerns
acquisition activities, the other elimination or retirement of
obsolete or insctive material. First, how can those who are
responsible for building collections of fugitive materials con-
stantly discover new sources that are coming into existence to
produce new types of fugitive material, and how can they con-
tinue to get promptly what the various sources issue once they
have been contacted? It would be helpful in dealing with the
former problem to discover the channels through which such new
sources generally come to the attention of skilled persons who
are building up special collections., The latter phase of this
problem calls for mechanization of acquisition procedure, The
manual here proposed should bring together the best experience
on these problems,

The second aspect to keeping the collection alive re-
quires the elimination of obsplete materials and the removal
to storage files of the inactive material, Definite principles
should be outlined on the basis of the best methods now employed
by those who have been grappling with this problem.

IIX, PLAN OF ACTION

The writer's appreciation of this problem has grown
out of five opportunities to observe the present status of
fugitive materials in certain American librarles and in social
science research, (1) In 1926-27 he supervised the preparation
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of a union catalog which included the complete holdings of
material relating to all phases of crime and criminal justlce
in fourteen American libraries, These libraries represented
every type of large library =~ university, public, state and
law libraries were included, A large portion of the avall-
able materials considered for_inclusion in this catalog con-
sisted of fuglitive materials,t (2) During the past three
years the writer has hed the assistance of four social science
committees at the University of Chicago that have been con-
cerned with four types of sources: maps, public documents,
newspapers; and fugitive materials, Rach of these conmittees
has made a preliminary survey of its subject and has attempted
to define what the University of Chiecago Libraries' policy
should be with reference to collection and preservatlon of the
particular type of material with which it was concerned, (3)
The writer has examined the sociaml science source materials

of libraries in approximately twenty states for the Soclal
Science Research Council and the American Library Assoclation
with a view of selecting libraries that might be designated

as centers for the ecollection and preservation of publiec docu-
ments and related source materials, many of which are essen-
tially of a fugltive character. ' (4) The writer has visited

a variety of special libraries in Chlcago and New York City,
whose collections consist largely of fugitive materials, with
a.view of getting a clearer idea in regard to the scope of

the project herein outlined, He has alse glven some atten-
tion to what office and library equipment cempanies are doing
that might help solve the problem of caring for and organizing
such source materials for research and reference work, (5) An
examination of library literature as well as recent reports of
social science scholars who are attempting to define social
gscience source materials more clearly, and who are concerned
with devising plans for their preservation, indlcates that the
project herein outlined is an urgent one, upon which a great
deal of cooperation can be found among scholars and librarians,
especially in the special libraries and in library schools.

With this as a background, the writer would like to have
an opportunity to take a leave of three months from his dutles
as Associate Director of the University of Chicage Libraries,
in order to do the necessary field work and to prepare & pre-
liminary draft of a manual, which might be placed in the hands
of scholars and librarians who are competent to critlicize and
assist in revising such a manual, In this field work an at-
tempt would be made to visit and study the outstanding col-
lections of fuglitive materials in Chiecago and in and near New
York City. The experience and problems of large research li-
braries that have tried, or that desire, to organize special

l, See Guide to Material on Crime and Criminal Justice. By
A, ¥, Kuhlman for the Social Sclence Research Council. Wilson,
New York City 1929, p. 633,
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collections of fugitive material should also receive atten-
tion by questionnaire or personal visit, when such libraries
are easily sccessible, Office and library equipment com-
panjes and mamufacturers should also be contacted to deter-
mine what they are able to contribute.

The project above outlined would become essentially
a cooperative enterprise and it should be so organiged as to
utilize to the full all funded knowledge on it. Cooperative
relationships should also be established with various groups
and committees of scholars and librarians that are worklng
on related projects so as to integrate as fully as possible
the above project with related reseasrch projects now In
progress or that are being projected. Te further such coop-
erative relationships the sponsorship of this project might
well be placed in an Advisony Committee on which the Joint
Committee on Materisls for Research, the Soecial Science Re-
search Council's Committee on Social statistiecs, the Speclal
Libraries Association and the American Library Association
would be represented,

IV, BUDGET

Expenses for travel, secretarial help, :
ete, $ 500,00
Salary for three mcnths 1500.00

Total $2000,00

The budget as outlined would be adequate to cover all
field work, the gathering of dets and preparstion of & prelim-
inary draft of a meanuel, Its revision could be undertaken and
completed while the writer had resumed his work at the Univer-
gity of Chiecago, It is assumed that no subsidy would be required
gince there would be sufficient demend for it by libraries and
students in library schools teo make a subsidy for printing un-
necessary, There iz at present no mavmal of the kind here pro-
posed that might be used in library schools. If an adequate
manual could be prepared it would be highly useful to libraries
and ghould also stimulate the introduction of more courses on
fugitive materiale in library schools,




Jamuary 23, 1933
D!. w&ldo G- Lelf‘m.
American Council of Learned Societies,
907 Pifteenth Strect,
Washington, D. C,

Dear lLeland:

Herewith I am sending you a copy of the revised , —
version of the report concerning the Writings on Amerie
Higtory adopted by the Joint Committee. I trust it will
reach you in ample time for your meeting,

I am sending copies, also, to Binkley for his
files and for transmission to the SSRC,

Very truly yours,

Solon J, Buck




Professor Robert C. Binkley,
95 Widener Library,

Harvard University,
Cambridge, Mass,

Dear Binkleys

I have gent a copy of the enclosed raport

directly to leland as remested by him in order that he

might be sure to have it available for the meeting of the
IS, 1 am sending two eopies o you go that you will

have one for your files and one for transmigsion to the
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Soron J. Buck Rogert C. BinkLey, Chairman H. M. LypengerG

WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA HISTO :
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Artaur H. Quiny
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January 27, 1933

To the members of the Joint Committee:

Last August at Mr. Leland's request I wrote up
a report of the activities of the Committee, but I
understood that it got in too late for publication
and mislaid my own copy. Now I find that the whole
thing has been set up in galley proof and I have missed
the opportunity to submit it to the other members of the
Committee, although the agenda which was actually before
us at the meeting of January l4th represents a develop-
ment of ideas herein expressed. You will notice that the
document is in two parts, a report of activities which
commits the entire Committee and an analysis which
represents propaganda issued on the Chairman's respcne
sibility. So much time has elapsed since last August,
1932, that I think it quite 1likely that we should make
changes in this proof before publication. I am therefore
asking you to read it over with care and mark it for
changes.

The copy of the minutes of the last meeting has
not come to my hands, but it will be prepared and cir-
culated to you as soon as I get it .from the S.S.R.Cs

Yours sincerely,

ROBERT C. BINKLEY

Chairman




Jmuary 28, 1933
Prof, Robert C. Binkley,
95 Widener Library,
Harvard University,-
Conbridge, Mass,

Dear Binkleys .

Inclosed you will find my expesmse account for the
meeting of the Joind cow dttee .

Tou may be interested to know that the National
Genealogical Soclety, 1420 Girard Street, N, V., ‘Sashington,
D, C., i3 starting a series of pamphlet publications %o be
produced by the hectogrsph process., An announcement of this,
which is also a sample, has recently been receiyed here,
Doubtless you cou 14 get one by writinz to the Society.

Sincerely yours,




THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON MATERIALS FOR RESEARCH

To SOLON J. BUCK, Dr. Jenuary 24, 1933

Expenges attending meeting in New York, January 14, 15, 1933.

Round trip excursion fare, Pittsburgh to New York, « « « « $16.80
TRLIMMNBA & & 9.8 N 0 % w W0 488 RN SR e e 9.00
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: February 2, 1933
Professor Hobert C. Binkley,

95 Widener Library,

Hayvard University,

Canbridge, lase,

Dear Binkley:

_ I hawe locked over the proof of your report and am returning it .

to you herewith, I think you are mistaken in saying that a project for

the publication bf research materiale on Mississippi Valley history ceme
before the Joint Comemittee. I may huve mentioned the fact that I hoped to
bring such a project btefore the Committee at some future time, having in
mind an application from the Alvord Memorisl Commission of the MVEA, I

have felt, however, that it was up to ths Commigsion, of which I am the
chairmen, to get out a volume bsfore making spplication for further funds,
and that we have been unsble to do as yet.

On the third gelley, abtout six inches from the top, you speak of
the attempt of the "Public Document Committee™ of the Social Science
Begearch Council, I understend thet this project wes taken over some time
sincoe by a committes of the American Library Associstion,

I have no other corrections or suggestions $o offer. The report
seens to me to be an adnirable document amd I wisk that it might have mmch
more extensive circulation among scholars amd librarians than it is likely
to get in the ACLS report. 1 suppose coples of the report go to all
important lidraries but I doudbt if Bny of the librari:ns ever read them.

It occurs to me that it would be worth while for some institubiom
to give a summer school course for graduate gtudents of the socisl gciences
on the technique and application of film slide photography and perhapa other
methods of reproducing materials, It ought to be a lsboratory course smd
you would be the logical person to give it. '

’ Sincerely yours,
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February 8, 1933
Professor M, 8, B. Gras,
Graduate School of Business Administration,
Harvard University, Soldiers Field,
Boston, Mass,

Dear Grass

1 appreciate the compliment of your asking me to prepare
the statement of categories of materials for research in regional
and local history but I am under such a pressure of work at present
that I o pot feel that I con undertale it. It seems like s small
thing to do but I have a smltitude of such suall things thut have
been waiting to be done for a long time and 1 ought not to take
any more until I clear wp some of them., I would suggest that Schafer
or Blegen be asked to do it.

Sincerely yours,
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AMERICAN COUNCIL OtF LEARNED SOCIETIES
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Cambridge, Mass.,

February
Dr. Solon J. Buck
University of Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Dear Buck,

I enclose draft minutes of the last meeting
with my thanks for your help

You will by this time have heard that our warm
defense of Writings in. Americen History did not persuade
the SSRC to Vote the money. Apparently they want to see

a map of the whole field, and it will be difficult for us
to make that without exploring very speculative and distant
regions indeed.

I have received from the Committee on Intellectual
Cooperation a long memorandum which seems to be their systematic
report on research materials, I shall circulate it as soon as
I have copies. It may be that we ought to begin correspondence
with some of these £ reign organigations which are trying to
do what we are doing.

Do you think we should interest ourselves at all
in the matter of model legislationg I notice that Coleman
has some model legislation for the preservation of historic
buildings,and we were speaking some time ago of model legis-
lation on the preservation of archiVnS, the destruction of
archives, and the right of historical societies to receive
archival material. ﬂhero an organization is already formulat-
ing model legislation, our duties presumably would end when
we verified the fact thqf some OP”QHl?dt‘On is on the job,
but we may find points where model legislation is needed and
no or*anizailons doing the work. In such cases, presumably,
we should report in fawr of having some organization take
up such a problem, that is’ to say, leglol.tion has to be
included in our thought as a possible means of action.




importance of publicity, and I think your mind has probably
gone further along that line than that of any other member
0f the Committee. It is obvious that we can turn over to
Mr. Grady accounts of things done, but beyond that what
part does publicity have in our general planning? Where do
we place 1t in this systematic report?

) You have at several meetings spoken of. the

The Committee has a filing case three drawers of
which are already full,and I am setting up the folders to
recelve material for this systematic report. I wish all
members of the Committee were as watchful as you have been
in picking up items and forwarding them here. I need not
remind you that we are counting on you to elaborate the
future policy to be followed in surveys of activities,

With best wishes and renewed thanks, I am,

Sincerely yours,

¥odert C. Binkley J//
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February

Dr. Solon J. Buck
Western Pennsylvania Historical Survey
versity of Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvanila

Dear Buck,

m

The long memorandum herewith enclosed is evidently

a European's idea of map the entire field

of research materials. ahead of them on some
points and behind them on others, but in any case, their

memorandum will cause us to define our thought. I am circulat-

and putting it on the agenda for the next meeting.

Sincerely,

Robert C. Binkley




LEAGUE OF NATIONS

INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE
OF INTELLECTUAL COOP-RATION

2, Rue de Montpensier (Palais-Royal)

Paris (1Y), November 21, 1932.
Dear Sir,

The International Institute of Intellectual Co-opera-
tion has been instructed to carry out a preliminary enquiry in-
to the conditions in which the League of Nations' Committee on
Intellectual Co-operation might exercise its action with a
view to facilitating international coordination, agreement and
distribution of work in the matter of documentation.

This question was brought to the notice of the Commit-
tee under various aspects: for several years past, it has been
studying the problem of scientific abstracts and analytical
bibliography; for its part, the Committee of Library Experts
had examined bibliographical questions in general; in various
other fields, the Committee had asked the International Insti-
tute of Intellectual Co=dperation to publish periodical book-
lets, such as the Index Translationum, and to consider the
possibility of publishing a Bulletin of Educational References
and Bibliography. Numerous other examples might be found in
the different fields of learning.

The question was discussed, in its general scope, last
July by the International Committee on Intellectual Co-opera-
tion. I am appending the document which had previously been
submitted to the Committee and which contained the general
elements to be discussed. I am also sending you a memorandum
giving the text of the resolutions voted.

After examining these documents, the Committee decided
to undertake the encquiry referred to in the first paragraph of
this letter and for which I have the honour to solicit your
collaboration. The opinions of the organizations and special-
ists consulted in this matter will serve as a basis for the
preparation of a comparative study which should make it possi-
ble to determine, first of all, whether international action
is possible and desirable, and, later, to determine the plan
that could be established by the Committee for coordinating
the work of documentation already accomplished, either nation -
ally or by international scientific bodies; for developing the
results obtained and for rendering them more easily and widely
accessible to interested parties in the form, more particularly.
of publications issued by qualified centres. It is to be hoped
that such a plan, if it could be brought into operation, would
prevent overlapping of work and lead to a saving of time and
money.




Letter from M. Bonnet Page 2.

I thank you in advance for the valuable agsistance
which I am sure you will render to the International Institute
of Intellectual Co-operation in this matter and venture to
ask you whether it would be possible for you to let me have
your reply before the end of the year.

Believe me to be, dear Sir,
Yours faithfully,
(H. BONNET)

Director.

Mr. Vernon L. Kellog

Director of the Research Information Service
NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL

2101 Constitution Avenue

WASHINGTON, D. C.




MEMORANDTUM

In practically every field in which the International
Institute of Intellectual Co-operation has pursued its activities
(education, letters, fine arts, intellectual rights, exact and
natural sciences, administrative coordination of libraries,
archives, etec.), it has been faced, very often at the very outset,
with the problem of documentation. Many of its publications (hand-
books and indexes) are issued with a view to meeting requirements
under this head. From the Institute's point of view, the question
of documentation arises under two different aspects: firstly, as
a technique, which is open to numerous improvements, but also and
chiefly as an important and perhaps fundamental question for con-
temporary intellectual life.

Various efforts are being made to solve the difficulty.
For example: the International Documentation Institute (formerly
the International Office of Bibliography) has for many years past
been endeavoring to improve everything relating to documentation,
considered, if not as a science, at least as a technique; through
the agency of the Office with which it codperates, it has laid the
foundation for a universal bibliographical repertory. Furthermore,
two distinct movements may be noted; one aims at the coordination,
on a national basis, of a great variety of documentation offices,
and at establishing an international link between these national
centres; the other aims at coordinating, on an international basis,
the different documentation offices concerned with the same branch
of science.

In these circumstances, the International Committee on
Intellectual Co-operation wondered whether concerted action could
not usefully be taken. It was apprised of a document (appended)
prepared by the International Institute of Intellectual Co-opera-
ticn and asked the latter to submit it to a number of specialists
and organizations with a view to obtaining their views on the
gquestion and to drafting the decisions which the Committee might
later be called upon to take. This document consists of a general
statement of the subject and an annex.

In view of these developments, the League of Nations
Committee of Library Experts voted the following resolution:

"The Committee of Library Experts, after taking cognisance
of the memorandum prepared by M. Jean Gérard, President of the
Union francaise des offices de documentation, unanimously recog-
nised the importance of coordinating work in the matter of docu-
mentation.

"They consider that the new contacts which are now being
established between the documentation centres of one and the same
country are of the utmost interest and should receive every possiblc
encouragement; these contacts furnish the basis required for the
initiation of international coordination.
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i"The Committee asks the International Institute of Intel-
lectual Co-operation to prepare, on the basis of the suggestions
made in the course of its discussions, with the help of the docu-
ments submitted to it and taking into account the requests address-
ed to it during the year, which led it to examine specific problems
relating to documentation, a memorandum that would be communicated
at the earliest possible date to the principal national documenta-
tion centres for their opinions and proposals.

i"The material thus collected would later be used in draw-
ing up a working programme which would make it possible to deal
with the question of documentation within the framework of the
Organization for Intellectual Co-operation and in collaboration
with the existing organizations'.

Having been submitted to the International Committee on
Tntellectual Co-operation in July last, the resolution of the
Committee of Library Experts was approved in the following terms:

"fhe International Committee on Intellectual Co-operation,
having taken cognisance of the proposals of the Committee of Libra-
ry Experts concerning the coordination of documentation, and having
heard the explanations given by M. Jean Gérard,

"puthorises the Institute to undertake the enq iry pro-
posed by the Library Experts and to appoint a committee of experts
to draw up a scheme of coordination in this matter."

Tt should be added that the 1lth International Congress
of Documentation was officially notified of the decision taken
by the International Committee on Intellectual Co-operation and
that the Bureau of the Institute of Documentation at a meeting
held at Frankfurt-am-Main on Friday, September 2nd, 1932, expressed
1ts satisfaction at this decision and declared its williagness to
collaborate in the enquiry to be undertaken by the Institute of
Intellectual Co-operation.




LEAGUE OF NATIONS

INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF INTELLECTUAL CO-OPERATION

COMMITTEE OF LIBRARY EXPERTS

VIth. Session (June 16 - 17, 1932)

WORLD ORGANIZATION OF UNIVERSAL DOCUMENTATION

(Report by M. Jean GERARD, President of the French Union of
Documentation Centres.)

During a number of years, intellectual life developed
not only in the principal libraries concerned with the different
branches of human learning but also in the specialized libraries.

The exigencies of present day life soon compelled
these institutions to become something more than magnificent
conservatories or sumptuous hypogea.

Certain of their directors realized the necessity of
adapting them to circumstances and of rendering their collections
easily accessible to research workers by classifying them in
accordance with the most rapid and up-to-date methods and by
bringing them into line with the advance and requirements of human
thought.

In fact, it is now no longer a matter of amassing volume
after volume, but of facilitating their access, of promoting their
use and of organizing éach library in such a manner that it becomes
a veritable laboratory equipped for documentary research. Every
library should be an institution living in constant contact with
the outside world and from which it is possible for research workers
to obtain all the information they require.

The material insolvency of the majority of libraries,
however, compelled a large number of sciences to organize their
own reference centres. Their work comprises all the phases of
documentation from the search for the origin of data and the group-
ing and classification of records to their systematic analysis,
with a view, on the one hand, to the compilation of bibliographical
lists, abstracts and definitive texts, and, on the other, the cir-
culation of their substance to all interested parties.

In certain countries, a movement in favour of liaison
and cod8rdination is now inducing these libraries and centres to
draw closer together, in order that they may, while retaining their
independence, constitute a moral and technical whole; this group-
ing of institutions is not only indispensable but it is also the
only means of avoiding duplication of work and of ensuring order
and clarity in the ever increasing output of the intellectual
world.
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One of the most important problems to be dealt with in
the organization of intellectual work today is precisely the
organization of documentation. This question is now receiving the
closest attention and it is generally recognised that a satisfactory
solution can be found only in the collaboration of all the documen-
tation centres in accordance with the broadest possible principles.
One of the first steps in this direction was the organization of
documentation for each specific subject. It has since been found,
however, that specialized services, which are concerned with the
preparation and distribution of documentation relating to their
respective seiences, cannot work with all the desired efficiency
unless certain conneeting links exist between them. The progress of
Yecience has resulted in so many points of contact between the
different branches, of which due account must be talen in the rele-
vant documentation, that it is becoming more and more necessary to
study the general problems of documentation in common.

In ENGLAND, an independent organization known as the
ASSOCIATION OF SPECIAL LIBRARIES AND INFORHMATION BURZAUX, or
"AST,IB", was formed in 1924 by representatives of various reference
centres, scientific libraries, Govermment departments and official
records offices.

This Association does not claim to be an information
centre but a “clearing house". Its aim is to assist persons to
find a library or other institution that can supply them with
specialized documentation and to establish the principle of the
free exchange of non-confidential information.

The principal aims of the "ASLIB" may be summarized as
follows:

To examine and codrdinate the work of special libraries,
information bureaux and similar services; to develop the utility
and efficiency of these libraries, under whatever title they may
function, and, by means of conferences, meetings, etc., to promote
the distribution and systematic use of published information;

To publish bibliographies or collaborate in their
publication;

To study and design methods of classifying information
on the sources of literature;

To compile directories of experts and translators;
To procure foreign literature;

To publish the ASLIB DIRECTORY of reference &entres in
Great Britain.
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This directory, which made its first appearance in 1928,
contains references to about 2,000 libraries, institutions, Govern-
ment departments, industrial and commercial firms, ete., classified
under about 1,500 index words, with all necessary information con-
cerning their status, collections, adcress and hours of admission,

tc. A supplement to this directory is published in the form of
a quarterly bulletin which is sent to every member of the ASLIB
and contains items of recent information.

An annual conference organized by the ASLIB is attended
by all who are concerned directly or indirectly with documentation;
this contact between specialists in documentation in its different
fields has led to very satisfactory results. The papers read at
these conferences are printed and constitute invaluable compendiums
of new ideas and suggestions in the matter of documentation.

since the date of its foundation, the ASLIB has devoted
its attention to questions concerning the general catalogue of
London libraries, the establishment of a Central National Library,
the reform of legislation regarding patented inventions, the index-
ing of periodicals, the unification of formats, the bibliographical
entries to be made in publishers! catalogues, services for the
making of abstracts, the preservation of documents of historical
value, etc,

Tt was also consulted in connection with the appointment
of a Committee for the Development of the Decimal System of Classi-
fication and of a commission, composed of paper manufacturers, pub-
1ighers and librarians, which studied the question of adopting a
quality of paper that would be both durable and inexpensive.,

In FRANCE, an association, which has been recognized as
a public utility undertaking - the Société de Chimie industrielle
and which has organized a very efficient documentation service,
called the attention of existing centres in 1924 (when the ASLIB
was founded) to the desirability of coordinating the work of the
Information Bureaux concerned with the different branches of learn-
ing.

Thanks to the generous and unconditicnal support iven
to this association by the Director-General of the Bibliothegue
Nationale, its persevering efforts resulted in the formation of
The UNTON FRANGAISE DES ORGANISMES DE DOCUMENTATION (U.F.0.D.) in
1931. The aims and purposes of this Union are as follows:

To prepare a directory of French organizations responsit
for the compilation and circulation of documentation relating to
every branch of science.

To promote co-operation between these organizations.

To codrdinate their activities.

To facilitate the systematic use of all sources of
information.
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To ensure contact with foreign organizations engaged in
similar work.

To serve as a permanent body of liaison between the
reference centres which are prepared to work in collaboration.

The organizations affiliated to this Union are thus able
to share the work to be undertaken in the several fields of
specialized documentation and endeavor to obtain the assistance
required to cover every branch,

The U.F.0.D, extends its activities throughout the whole
of France, to the colonies and protectorates. It may there estab=
1ish auxiliary centres that will be kept in constant contact with
the parent organization.

The U.F.0.D. is composed of ex officio members, titular
members and subscribing members. No individuals are admitted to
membership, all members being working organizations and centres.

Ex officio membership is granted to Ministries, public
institutions, and Government departments having a documentation
centre, an information bureau, collections or libraries.

Titular membership is open to the above services and
organizations, to public welfare services, private institutions,
associations, guilds and unions, co-operative societies and other
corporations owning a documentation centre, an information bureau,
collections or libraries.

Subseribing members have no consultative vote and may
be civil companies, commercial firms and similar bodies figuring
on the trade register.

Tn BZLGIUM, libraries, associations, institutions, and,
generally, any official and unofficial organization, whose main
or secondary function is to deal with documentation, have recently
followed the example set by the U.F.0.D. and have decided to com-
bine their activities in a single body: the UNION BELGE DES
ORGANISMES DE DOCUMINTATION (U.B.0.D.).

The general objects of this Union are as follows:

To study theoretical and practical questions relating to
documentation, the improvement of working methods, more particular-
1y methods which interest member organizations and Belgian public
information centres.

To distribute reports setting forth the conclusions
reached in these studies.

To co-operate in work to be undertalren in common, for
example: Belgian collaboration in international work of this kind.
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In particular, this new Union proposes:

Te draw up a rational plan for the organization of docu-
mentation in Belgium and of the branches of science concerned -
bibliography, bibliothecology, bibliotheconomy, iconography,
archives, museography, publications, musicography, etc.

To prepare and keep up to date the list of Belgian
organizations or organizations having their offices in Belgium,
which are primarily or secondarily concerned with documentation in
one or other of its branches.

To compile a directory of bibliographies and catalogues
prepared through the agency of these organizations.

To keep the general catalogue of Belgian libraries con-
stantly up to date.

To stimulate the codrdination of the work undertaken by
these organizations, bring them into contact with similar foreign
and international organizations and thus contribute to the develop-
ment of the world system of documentation which they represent.

In GERMANY, a similar movement was started several years
ago. The DEUTSCHER VERBAND TECHNISCH-WISSINSCHAFTLICHEN VEREINE
has prepared a guide to the principal libraries and centres for
technical and scientific documentation. Last year, it published
a bocklet giving, for each organization, particulars concerning
its specialized work, its publications, the approximate number of
volumes in its possession, the method whereby documents may be
consulted, etc. A Central 'clearing house"” - the VERMITTLUNGS-
STELLE FUR DEN TECHNISCH-WISSENSCHAFTLICHEN QUELLINNACHWEIS under-
takes to transmit all applications for information to a competent
office.

This organization is concerned only with Science and
Technigue, but there is a possibility of extending its field of
action and of uniting, in one group, all the centres dealing with
documentation in every branch of learning.

Thus, it will be seen that a world service of documenta=-
tion is gradually being organized. The importance of this problem
has at last been realized in every quarter and in every country.

The developments taking place from day to day render it
more and more necessary to apply these principles of co-operation,
eoordination and even standardization.

These principles cannot fail to be adopted in the work of
every documentation centre. A system of liaison must therefore be
established between these centres, and, in order to be effective,
this liaison must be of a threefold character: local, national
and international.
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It is therefore possible to imagine a vast universal net-
work of documentation units which would incorporate every informa-
tion and documentation office in the world.

In the majority of European countries, the documentation
centres concerned with the different branches of knowledge will,
before long, group themselves together in one Union or National
Federation, or will form a Central Committee.

In the New World, an Inter-American Association of Bibli-
ography has been formed with the object of organizing and coordina-
ting the bibliographical work of the different States of North and
South fmerica. It was founded on the initiative of the Pan-American
Union, which, at the Sixth International Conference of American
States held at Havana, approved the proposal for the formation of
National Bibliographical Committees.

Independently of these national movements, each branch of
learning is taking steps to organize and adjust its own documentary
equipment. Several, and more particularly the sciences, have alreacdy
completed this organization; others are in the process of doing so.

With regard to the former, it is important that a rational
use should be made of the material already existing and that this
organization work should be coordinated and completed. In regard
to the latter, specialized centres or offices must be set up in
accordance with the most up-to-cdate principles.,

At this juncture, every endeavor should be made to avoid
the isolation or dispersal of efforts. For each major branch of
science and learning, there should be a central service or a group
of organizations working as one body, which can place bibliographic-
al information and analytical abstracts at the disposal of research
workers; it should be able to furnish them with constants, economic
index figures, etc,, and, at short notice, not only bibliographical
data but also any documents they require should be available either
in the original, or in the form of copies or translations.

It will be possible to attain these practical objectives
thanks to the International Offices that will shortly be formed for
each of the principal branches of learning. Each of these Offices,
acting as a clearing house, will assure coordination between the
various documentation centres falling within its specific field
and, at the same time, assure liaison with the other branches of
science, etc.

In the world of science, Chemistry has assumed the leader-
ship of the progressive movement in regard to documentation. In
each country, the learned societies representing the advance of
science and whose members are working for the promotion of chemical
knowledge, formed a federation or nominated a Central Council. These
national groups then joined forces to constitute the INTERNATIONAL
UNION OF CHEMISTRY, which embraces all matters relating to intellec-
tual creative activity. Its action is based on the individual work
of chemists. But, side by side with the INTERNATIONAL UNION OF
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organization deals more specifically with documentation, namely,
the INTERNATIONAL OFFICE OF CHEMISTRY, formed in virtue of an
international agreement. As soon as a new idea is born and material-
izes, this Office obtains the relevant information in the form of

a document. Its aim is to organize the recording of knowledge by
the reference centres, the coordination of which has been entrusted
to it. It relies on the co-operation of these centres and not on
the personal activity of individuals. These two Offices by no
means work independently but supplement each other in the same worlk
for the attainment of a common end. They will in due course have
their headquarters in the "Maison de la Chimie’ erected with the
aid of subscriptions forthcoming from sixty-three countries.

Similar action was taken by the INTERNATICNAL DENTAL
FEDERATION when it founded an INTERNATIONAL CENTRE FOR DENTAL
INFORMATION, and by the INTERNATIONAL COMMI TTEE FOR SCIENTIFIC
ORGANIZATION, the INTERNATIONAL LABOUR OFFICE and the 20th CENTURY
FUND, which conjointly founded the INTERNATICNAL INSTITUTE FOR THE
SCIENTIFIC ORGANIZATION OF LABOUR.

It is tc be hoped that this example will be followed by
institutions representing every branch of science and learning,

Finally, it is essential that these international offices
concerned with each separate branch and the national federations
of these reference centres should some day be grouped in a central
organization whose range of action would cover every kind of docu=-
mentation. The unification of principles and methods that would re-
sult from this centralization would ensure notable progress in the
compilation, grouping, classification and distribution of documenta-
tion.

The organizations set up by the libraries, and by the
different reference offices and centres in each country for each
branch of science should be fused to form a World Information ser-
vice, in other words, an INTZRNATIONAL UNION OF DOCUMENTATION,
which, fundamentally, would be built up on the several national
bases provided by each country and on a scientific basis constituted
by the different divisions of learning.

The INTERNATIONAL UNION OF DOCUMENTATION could then apply
for admission as member of the INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF SCIENTIFIC
UNIONS, which now comprises the INTERNATIONAL ASTRONOMICAL UNION,
THE INTERNATIONAL UNION OF GEODESY AND GEOPHYSICS, the INTERNATIONA!
UNION OF CHEMISTRY, the INTERNATIONAL UNION OF MATHEMATICS, the
INTERNATIONAL UNION OF SCIENTIFIC RADIOTELEGRAPHY, the INTERNATION
UNION OF PHYSICS, the INTERNATIONAL UNION OF GEOGRAPHY and the
INTERNATIONAL UNION OF BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES. The connecting link be-
tween the movement of thought and the material recording of know-
ledge will then be established.
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A large number of problems that arise in the matter of
documentation are the same in the different branches of science.
The INTERNATIONAL UNION OF DOCUMENTATION would make it possible
to study these problems in common and to coordinate the work in
accordance with a general plan.

Independently of the matter with which it deals, documenta
tion is on the way to becoming a science in itself. Fundamental
principles are being laid down, while definite rules and an indi-
vidual technique are being evolved.

Tn every quarter may be noted a broad movement towards
placing this new science in process of formation on an international
basis.

Its field of action must be defined, the work which it
involves must be organized and, above all, its terminology must
be fixed.

The annual congresses held under the auspices of the
International Institute of Documentation (formerly the Internation-
al Institute of Bibliography, Brussels) have already permitted of
numerous exchanges of views in this connection,

Documentation consists of three essential factors: the
document; the bibliographical reference (title, indication of
sources)s; and an extract (analysis, summary, abstract or referen-
tial memorandum) .

Its r8le begins as from the moment when thought is
materially expressed.

When it is remembered that everything relating to the
recording, preservation, classification and dissemination of know-
ledge comes within the field of documentation, it is easy to define
the questions arising out of its organization on an international
basis.

The following synoptic table will give some idea of the
scope of these questions:

I.- SOURCES AND PRODUCTION OF DOCUMENTATION:

Personal knowledge of specialists.
Manuscripts and documents not in print.
Artistic works.

Books - Theses - Pamphlets.

Daily newspapers.
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Periodicals: General reviews~Technical reviews - Inter-
national reviews - Standardization of formats
- Terminology - Presentation of articles
(author's abstract, classification data, use
of symbols and standardized abbreviations,
ete.) - Exchange of publications - Exchange
of articles - Exchange and reproduction of
negatives and blocks - Exchange of press re-
views (news concerning films and broadcasting)

Plans and diagrams.

Patents.

Industrial productions.

Models - Standards - Specimens and samples.

Photographs - Films - Gramophone records. etc.

Year books.

Commercial prospectuses and catalogues.

TI. COLLECTION AND REGISTRATION OF DOCUMENTATION.

International Directory of Publishers.
International Directory of Periodicals.
International Guide to existing Information Centres.

Bibliographical index (on cards) classified according
to subject matter and names of authors.

Analytical repertory (on cards). Affixing of abstracts
to index cards.

International Repertory of bibliographies published or
in course of preparation.

International Repertory of collections of documents
(depositories). Inventory of their resources.

Collections of documents (depositories):

Libraries - Film libraries - Gramophone record
depositories - Documentary archives - Press cutting:
- Establishment of international depositories - "Dé-
pdts 1égaux"- Standardization of depositories -
Catalogues - Communication and examination of docu-
ments - Loans as between organizations - Exchange of
duplicates.
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International repertory of lantern slides.
International repertory of cinematograph films.
International repertory of gramophone records.

International repertory of museums, art, science and
technical collections.,

International Guide to Higher Education Institutions.
International Guide to Research Institutes and Laboratories
International Directory of Specialists.
International Directory of Translators.
International Handbook on Economic Questions:
Statistics- Production - Consumption - Plant and
Equipment - Raw materials - Manufactured articles -

Manufactured stuffs - Transportation - Customs.

Collections of works of art, models, specimens, etc. =
Museums - Exhibitions - Fairs.

Directory of manufacture of plant, articles and
commodities:
Makers of equipment - raw material merchants - makers
of objects - producers of commodities =~ traders in
manufactured goods - traders in manufactured stuffs.

Collection of trade prospectuses and catalogues,

ITI. CLASSIFICATION OF DOCUMENTATION ;

Alphabetical
Systematic
Numerical

According to subject matter,
names of authors,
locality (geographical),
date (chronological),
form (e.g. patents, maps, plans, etc.)

DISSEMINATION OF DOCUMENTATION:

Periodical:

Publication of index slips.

Publication of extracts (abstracts, analyses).
Existing abstract journals - Standardization of
extracts - Exchange of extracts.




M. Jean Gérard's report Page 1l.
Publication of comprehensive reports, monographs.

Publication of year-bcoks.

Casual: (upon request).

Furnishing of detailed lists of bibliographies.
Furnishing of bibliographies (references - titles).
Furnishing of analytical bibliographies.
Reproduction of documents (photoscopy).
Translation of documents.

Preparation of definitive reports.

Non-periodical:

Publication of guides, directories, catalogues,
indexes, etc.

Publication of encyclopoedias.

Publication of important general treatises
Publication of specialized works.
Publication of monographies.

V. DOCUMENTATION OFFICES.

International Documentation Union,

International Institute of Documentology -
International Institute of Documentation.

National Unions of Documentation Organizations:
"ASLIB", London - "UBOD", Brussels - "UFOD", Paris.

Specialized International Bureaux:
International Labour Office,
International Institute of Agriculture,
International Institute of Educational Cinematograp’:
International Institute for the Scientific Organizs -
tion of Labour,
International Office of Chemistry,
International Public Health Office,
International Museums Office.

National Centres:
Guidance: Bibliothéque Nationale, Paris - Preussische
Staatsbibliotek, Berlin -
Documentation: Nederlandsch Instituut voor documenta
tie en Registratuur, The Hague.
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The sole object of this summary statement, which is
necessarily incomplete, is to call attention to the connecting
links existing not only between the divers forms of documentation
but also between the different modes of presentation and distribu-
tion.

It will suffice to show that the study of documentation
problems must be undertaken by approaching them from these differ-
ent points of view and with due regard to the liaison that must of
necessity be established between all efforts in this field - as
was, moreover, recommended by the Committee of Library Lxperts of
the International Institute of Intellectual Co-operation at their
meetings held in June 1931. It would therefore seem advisable to
have these problems examined by a body of competent authorities
representing every branch and not merely one branch of technique
in the matter of documentation.

The opinion of the promoters of documentation centres
should be allowed to play an important part in the choice of the
solutions to be adopted; that of librarians and conservators of
records offices is of the utmost value from the point of view of
the repercussions which a given measure may have on their organiza-
tions. If it is a matter of bibliographies, the opinion of bibliog-
raphers should be taken into account; when it is a matter of ex-
tracts, the editors of abstract journals may, with their experience
of the work of abstract writers and of the requirements of their
readers, render invaluable service.

All these problems relating to documentation are bound
up one with the other. They are inseparable, and the influence
which they may exert one upon the other must be taken into
consideration.

Questions concerning classification were, until recent
years, settled individually, each organization or each person adopt-
ing a system of classification designed to suit their particular
needs.

New formats, and more particularly the formats of index
cards or slips, have been proposed for international use, regard-
less of whether they could be adopted by documentation centres.,

It is an indisputable fact that if these matters were re-
ferred to persons who, in each branch of science, have specialized
in documentation, very substantial progress would be made.

The INTERNATIONAL UNION OF DOCUM:zZNTATION will render in-
valuable service for a thorough study of all questions arising in
connection with documentation. But if it is to be entrusted with
the task of elaborating a general technique, it will, per contra,
be for the specialized international bureaux, such as the LINTER-
NATIONAL OFFICE OF CHEMISTRY, to study the application of that
technioue in their respective fields and to adapt it to their
individual requirements.
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Thanks to its national ramifications, established on a
federative and co-operative basis, the INTZRNATICNAL UNION OF DOCU-
MENTATION, will also have the advantage of being in a position to
bring about the "geographical®” realization of a certain number of
projects, for example:

The compilation of a directory, in each country, indicat-
ing documentation institutions, centres and organizations possess-
ing collections and services, which undertake work or issue publica-
tions concerning all branches of documentation on the different
sciences and, possibly, the printing of a Repertory, stating their
resources, which could serve as a guide for research workers.

The preparation of a catalogue of general or special lib-
raries in each country, with information as to the place where works
are kept.

The compilation and printing of a general catalogue of
periodicals to be found in these centres and a list of the volumes
in their possession.

The publication of a national bibliography of the original
works produced in the country and giving the titles of works, of
articles published in periodicals, the patents applied for and
granted, and, possibly, extracts, summaries and abstracts.

The preparation and keeping up to date of a national bibli-
ographical repertory, classified according to subject matter and
names of authors, on the basis of the index cards of the National
Bibliography.

This national coordination and co-operation may find fur-
ther expression in the preparation and publication of other general
repertories and catalogues compiled as the result of investigation
and the centralization of information, or by the collecting of data
to be found in the repertories and catalogues distributed among the
different centres, institutions and organizations comprized in the
national system of documentation,

Work of a different character may also be undertaken in the
national field: the specialization of libraries, the training of
technicians and, in consequence, of their several "cadres": documen-
tologists, librarians, bibliographers, abstract writers, translators
documentators, etec.

This international organization of world documentation on
a dual basis - national and scientific - seems to be the only solu
tion that would meet the requirements of research workers in every
branch of human learning.

Thanks to such a system, scholars, scientists and all who
are seeking information of a scientific, technical, economic, his-
torical, artistic and even recreative character, will, with the
greatest possible facility find the work they require and the
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document or text which they need for the purposes of their investi-
gations; they will find therein the proof of a problem which they
have been endeavoring to solve or ideas to stimulate their curi-
osity.

Thanks to the powerful means so placed at their disposal,
persons captivated by the wonders of science or attracted by the
charms of literature will be guided in their search through the
world's documentation, which is constantly increasing as a result
of the multiplicaticn of works produced by the unlimited fecundity
of the human mind.




THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON MATERIALS FOR RESEARCH

of the

AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES
AND THE SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCII

February 23, 1933

M. H. Bonnet, Directeur

Institut International de Coopération Intellectuelle
2, Rue de Montpensier (Palais-Royal)

Paris (1€T), France

Dear Sir,

Professor Shotwell has forwarded to me your note of
January 26th requesting a speedy reply to the inquiry in your
letter of November 21, 1932. Your correspondence together with
the memorandum of the Institute of International Intellectual
Codperation and the report of the Committee of Library sSxperts
has been referred to the Joint Committee on Materials for
Research and placed on the agenda for discussion at the next
meeting.

Pending the meeting I am glad to give you a brief de=
scription of the situation in the United States. Two great organ-
jzations, the American Library Association and the American
Association of Museums reach into every field of documentation.
Related in various ways to the American Library Association are
the Association of Research Libraries, the Special Libraries
Association, the Association of State Libraries, the Association
of Law Libraries, and the Association of Medical Libraries. These
organizations are very active in the study of problems and the
execution of projects relating to the care, utilization, exchange,
and listing of research materials of all kinds. The functions
which in France seem tc be assumed by the U.F.0.D. fall generally
within the field of activity of the above named organizations.
Another organization which works in close touch with them is the
Joint Cormittee on Materials for Research of the Social Science
Research Council and the American Council of Learned Societies.

I am sending you under separate cover a survey of activities of
organizations in the United States in the matter of research
documentation compiled by this Joint Committee. The field of the
Joint Committee'!s interest is limited to research materials in
the social sciences and the humanities.

The question raised in your letter, whether internation
al action in documentation is possible or desirable, and what
plan could be adopted for codrdinating documentation work on an
international basis, leads me to reply that it is my firm convic-
tion that the various American organizations will codperate
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loyally and eagerly in international efforts of this kind. The
structure of the organization which can best effect this coopera-
tion is not easy to define, but so far as the United States 1is
concerned, it is a problem which must be worked out with the
American Library Association, the Association of Museums, the
American Bibliographical Society, and other similar organizations.
When the Joint Committee on Matsrials for Research has had an
opportunity to discuss the memorandum and resolutions submitted.
its ceocnclusions will be forwarded to you.

May I add a word of appreciation for the masterful
way in which M. Jean Gerard has formulated this vast and
complicated problem.

Very truly yours,

ROBERT C. BINKLEY, Chairman.,




March 2, 1933
Professor Robert C, Binkley,
95 Widener Library,
Cambridge, Massachusetts,

Dear Binkley:=

Your letter of February 15 with the minutes was duly received but this is the
first opportunity I have had to reply to it. I read through the minutes with much
interest but the only comment that I have to make is to express my surprise thet
1 have been designated to formulate a policy for discussion with reference to
contimaing the work of the swrvey of activities. I must have been asleep when this
was done, I will try to do something, however, but I am making no promises,

I should be strongly in favor of our doing something with reference to model .
legislation concerning the meking and preservation of archives. The pamphlet on
local archives recently published by the Public Archives Commission contains the
substance of the legislation in the three or four states that have been active in
this field. It seems to me, however, that the commission should go further amd
draw up coumprehensive model laws and endeavor to get them enacted in all the states.

Perheps we could stimulate the commission to do this,

. With reference to publicity, I am not so mach concerned sbout general publicity
for the conmittee and its activities as I am about the kind of publicity that will
get across to those who have to do with materials for research( whether they be
public officials, offigials of orgemizations, business concerns, etc., or private
individuals) #Fhe fact that such materials should be preserved, are useful for
research,anc should be made available to scholars,mskes—it—ismerative—tint W Yao
something to prevent the wanton destruction of important research materislg by
people who would be perfectly willing to turn it over to some agency for preserve-
tion if they had any idea that anyone was interested in it. In the second place,
1 am interested in publicity among the scholars of the country and the librarians
concerning the work that is being done largely for their bemefit, not only by our
committee, but by the councils and the various constituent societies. It seems to
me thet mmch of this work fails to accomplish its purpose in full becsuse compama=
tively few people who ought to be concerned about it Ikmow anything sbout it. For
example, just recently & full professor of history in one of our universities
remarked to me on the need of information concerning research work and especially
doctorsl dissertations in progress in this country. I discovered that he was
utterly vnaware of the fact that the Carmegie Institution has for years deen pub=
lishing anmuaally a list of doctors' theses in preparation in history, That list,
I believe, is sent as a rule only to heads of departmemts in the various institu-
tions and they do not, unfortunately, 2lways c¢zll it to the attention of the other
members of the department.

I am not surprised at the action of the SSRC with reference to the t
Americen History. Conyers Read, the new executive secretary of the American
Historiecal Agsociation, was here recently. It seems that he has had an interview
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with Creane and spparently has succecded in convincing hin of the importance of the
project. Crane says, however, that he has no funds on which he oan draw for such
purpeses. He proposed to Leland thut they go together to one of the foundstions to
get the money but Leland is unwilling to do that becsuse he feels thet 4% would wt
be proper for him to ask one of the foundations for the money when he already hag
his sghare of it available, Read thought that Crane might decide to g0 alone to
one of the foundations in an effort to get the share that should be contriiated by
the SSRC.

Singercly yours,

Solon J. Buck
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THE ,.:._I]OINT COMMITTEE ON MATERIALS FOR RESEARCH
of the
AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES
AND THE SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL

SorLon ]. Buck Roeert C. Binkiey, Chairman H. M. LYDENBERG
WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA HI R

A Ry FLORA STONE MATHER COLLEGE

LAURENCE VAIL COLEMAN WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY

Kennetn B. MurpocH
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF MUSEUMS CLENEEAND SR HARVARD UNIVERSITY
NorMAN S. B. Gras ArTtHUR H. QUINN
HARVARD UNIVERSITY 8
UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY

95 Widener Library
Cambridge, lass.

Mareh 4, 19335
To members and correspondents:

Three references have come in from the America?
National Committee on Tnternational Intellectual Cooperation.

1. The dissemination of American documents abroad, and the

need of a documentation center in Europe where American govern-
ment documents could be consulted and ourchased. I have replied
that the only part of this plan falling vithin our scope is the
ancillary need for better organization of purchgse and exchange
of documents, especially state documents, in this country& and
shifted the discussion to the State Documents Committee ol the
Association of State Libraries and Mr. Hevkin of the Library of
Congress.

5. The Rumanian legal documentation center. The Rumanian Social
Tnstitute has asked advice as to what it should do in Epe vay
of cooperation, both scientific and practical, in the field of
legal documentation. I have replied suggesting that they help
our libraries to fill the lamentable gaps in Rumanian documents
evidenced in the union lists.

3. A note on archives. This contains a sugge stion for improv-
ing archival practice by distinguishing between temporary and
final drafts of reports, treaties, etc., especially in Lgague
of Nations materials., I have held this over for discussion
in the Joint Committee.

Yours sincerely,

Robert C. 13%
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March 21, 1933
Profes=zor Robert C. Binkley,
95 Widener Library,
Cambridge, Vaoss,

Dear Binkleys

I have read with care and much interest the latest version of the
project for = publication service and I howe very little to sugsest, I am
inclined to think thet perbaps after the service is organised snd function-
ing it will be well to open it wp to other agencies besides the constituent
mepibers of the Council and the ALA. I see no reason why the service should
not handle publication projects for such agencies as the Mississippi Valley
Historical Association, the Wisconsin Ristorical Scciety, or amy of the
universities, without the necessily of their being spomsored by one of the
national agsociations, :

While I realise fully that the proposed publications are designed
to be utilitarian rather than artietic, nevertheless it secms to me that
some attention should be given to sppearsamce. The point is thet I do not
like the proportion of your proposed publication as illustrated in the state-
ment itself, Fhe page=-both the peper page and the typek page=~ is too wide
for its lemgth. Despite the fact that i1t might not be guite so economical,
I should much prefer a narrower and perhaps somewhat lomger page, and I do
not believe that the saving in expense or the greater convenience in shelve
ing would be sufficient to offeet the undesirsble appearamce of the present
sige page.

dm I to infer from your letter and from the foet that you sent me
five copies of the statement that you wish me to transmit one of them to
each of the other members of the committee appointed by the Conference of
Historical Societiesgy 1If so, I would much appreciazte receiving from you tw
or three more copies of the statement, as I should like to be able to bring
them to. the attention of some people here whom I am trying to interest in
work of thie sort.

Sincerely yours,

Solon J., Buck
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Appendix B

Ietter from Mr. Shearer to Mr. Leland

The Grosvenor Library
Buffalo, New York
March 24, 1933

Mr. Waldo G. Leland

American Council of Learned Societies
007 Fifteenth Street

Washington, D. C,

Dear Waldo:

I write tentatively and not officially and soO
would be glad to have any illumination from you in the
same general character. The subject is the Libraries of
Western New York.

Three years ago eight libraries were called to-
gether to see if it was possible to arrange exchange of
holdings and to prevent duplication in buying. These libraries
were Hamilton College, Colgate, Syracuse University, Rochester
University, Cornell, Hobart, Rochester Theological, and the
Grosvenor Library. We have accomplished quite a little in
the way of comparing lists of periodicals. We know for in-
stance, that Hamilton and Cornell are the strongest in arch-
aeology, that Rochester is strongest in music, that Rochester
and the Grosvenor are strongest in medicine, that Syracuse is
strongest in government and library subjects and so on. Lach
time we have a meeting we are enthused with the possibilities,
and things have already begun to work, but we do not have any
means by which we can complete our lists definitely or get
them out to the different institutions except as we have done
it by writing down titles as we listen to them read and have
them for an incomplete and imperfect basis for our knowledge.

The second step that we took was to prepare lists
of books in the classics and archaeology which were desirable
but not reported in all this region of central and western
New York. Some progress has been made in that. We are going
to have another meeting soon and the following is the basis:

"l1st - Lists of serials and costly books which seem to be not
now available in our region. In accordance with this scheme

I am myself working over the following departments: classical
archaeology and philology; Germanic philology; French language
and literature; Provencgal language and literature; mediaseval
history, especially the papacy. I take these because they
particularly interest me and members of our faculty. I expect
to have lists of desiderata for discussion.

It seems to me that we will get forward most rapidly
if each will bring similar lists for departments that interest
j[lj.l’ﬂ .
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2nd - Suggestions as to special collections that are wanted,
and mention of such collesctions may have been begun.

3rd - Additional lists of desiderata obtained from faculty
members.

Some journals and serials are already being extensively
duplicated in our region. That is what we should have expectec,
as they were started before we had got together. Perhaps we
can work out some plan for the substitution of serials which
no one is now getting.'

The question we are up against now is getting
something definite, accurate, and complete in the different
fields, and the circulation of the lists among these libraries.
We are at a standstill because no library has any money for
anything in addition to what we have done. Do you suppose
that there would be any possibility of a grant for this pro-
ject in providing materials for research as worked out this
way? As I say, this has already been useful in various in-
stances and it has been mentioned in the Library Journal and
I think some other places, as an evidence of colperative
effort which might be followed by other groups, but as I said
at the beginning, I write tentatively and unofficially so as
to get your re-action and if possible, some hopeful intimation
from you on this subject.

Yours sincerely,
AUGUSTUS H. SHEARER
P.S. The group is wider than the eight libraries mentioned, for
Syracuse University cobperates with Syracuse Publie,
Rochester University coOperates with Rochester Publiec,
Grosvenor Library codperates with Buffalo Public,

University of Buffalo, Buffalo Society of Natural
Sciences.
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THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON MATERIALS FOR RESEARCH
AMERICAN COUNCILOf(;}: LEARNED SOCIETIES
AND THE SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL

SorLon J. Buck Roeert C. BinkLey, Chairman H. M. LYDENEBERG

WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL SURVEY BORA STOHE MATHER OOEERGK NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY

Laurence VaiL CoLEMAN b b s L b KenneTa B. Murbocu

CLEVELAND, OHIO
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF MUSEUMS HARVARD UNIVERSITY

Norman S. B. Gras 95 Widener Libra ry ArTHUR H. QUInn
HARVARD UNIVERSITY c &mb r i dge > Ma ss. UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

March 25, 1933

Dr. Solon J. Buck
The Western Pennsylvania Historical Survey

University of Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Dear Buck,

% Thank you very much for your letter of March 2l1st,
and especially for your valuable comments on the page format,
I think we had better devise three pages in 9 x 6, 9 1/2 x 8,
and 8 1/2 x 11. Marshall and I are working on the typographi-
cal problem and will send you further results. I enclose
extra coples of the project, and assure you that you are
correct in inferring that I hope you will keep up the con-
tact with the other members of the committee appointed by
the conference of historical societies, and bring together
their ideas to be incorporated in the project. 1In trans-
mitting it to them I think you might as well say that the
Service could handle from the beginning the publication
projects of such agencies as the Mississippi Valley Historical
Association, the Wisconsin Historical Society, or any of the
universities. I don't see why sponsorship by national societies
should be required. This is simply a mediating service to
operate between those who have something to distribute and
those who wish to buy and hold them,

X

“\ Sincerely,

R6bert C. Binklk y

Ma‘z;-wﬁfwdag.mh{waar%wﬁ .
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THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON MATERIALS FOR RESEARCH
AMERICAN COUNCILOfOﬂ;‘e LEARNED SOCIETIES
AND THE SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL

Soron J. Buck Rosert C. Binkiey, Chairman H. M. LYDENBERG

WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL SURVEY
FLORA STONE MATHER COLLEGE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY

Laurence VAL CoLEMAN WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY
Kenneta B. MurpDocH

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF MUSEUMS SR IR S HARVARD UNIV
ERSITY

NormAN S. B. Gras 95 Widewner Library 2
A rTHUR H. Quinn
HARVARD UNIVERSITY Gambrj— dg\e » 1"“'-& S S - UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

April 1, 1933

To members of the Joint Committee:

The discussion in the last meeting of the P and
P Committee of the SSRC seems to have indicated that the
work of the Joint Committee will be greatly facilitated
if it can prepare before the summer meetings of the SSRC
s short and comprehensive statement of the way it envis-
ages the problem of research materials. The request for
a grant for Writings on American History encountered a
procedural obstacle in that the subject matter, '"Materials
for Research', had no status in the programme of the SSKC
which would make it possible to use "project money" to
finance research materials projects.

It happens that Leland is here and will be here
through part of April. I am going %o draft a brief ver-
sion of a "comprehensive report", have it studied here
this week by the local members of the Cormittee, send it
around as soon as possible, and then should wish to have
a Committee meeting at nine-thirty, Saturday morning,
April 15th, in the Faculty Club, Harvard University. The
agenda will be the preparation of a paper to be used by
the Social Science Research Council in determining their
policy toward our activities. This comes within the terms
of the vote of the Joint Committee to entrust the Chairman
with the task of drafting a "comprehensive report". But the
proposed document will be somewhat shorter and more in
outline form than the one we had in mind.

Please let me know whether you will be able to
attend the meeting on Saturday April 15th. It will not
hold over until Sunday.

Sincerely yours,

/_.,

Robert C.. Binkley
Chairman




Professor Rebert €, Binkley,
5 Widener library,
Cambridge, Mass,

Dear Binkleys

T reeret to soy that it will be impossible for
me to attend a meeting of the Joint Committes on Mpril
18, as T fesl that I mmet sttend the meeting of the
Miasigsinmi Taller Historieal Associstion in Chiecago
that weekeond, On the following Saturdsy it will be
necegsary for me to be here as we hove made arramgements
to move that fay. On Ssturdey, April 29, I shall be
attending o mecting of the Pemnsylvenia Historiecal
Associztion at Bethlehem and I suppose I eonld get to
Boston for 2 meeting of the Joint Camittee on the
‘following Sunday if desived. Undor the circumstances,
I think you had better go ahesd and hold your meeting
on Mpril 16 without me, I am sure that any etotement
that may be prepared by you snd approved by the other
members of the comittee will meect with my arproval.,

Singerely rours,

\

Solon J, Buck
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THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON MATERIALS FOR RESEARCH
of the
AMERICAN COUNCIL fOF LEARNED SOCIETIES
AND THE SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL

Soron J. Buck Rogert C. Binkiey, Chairman H. M. LypenBERG

WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA HISTORI Vi
CAL SURVEY FLORA STONE MATHER COLLEGE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY

LAURENCE -VA‘“. CO WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY
LEMAN Kennern B. MurpocH

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF MUSEUMS SRR T HARVARD UNIVERSITY

i i 95 Widener Library ABTEEE S T
Camb]_“i dge 3 Mas g 5 UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

April 10, 1933

To Members of the Joint Committee and Correspondents,

The following note has been received

from Crane on the question of permitting the Joint

Committee to accept the rble of advisor on archives
and documentation to the American National Committee
on International Intellectual Codperation:

iThe attitude of P & P was simply permissive. That
is, they took no vote approving this connection,
but saw no objection to your Committee trying the
thing out and seeing where it leads. As long as it
is simply advice that Shotwell wants from you, :
don't see how any difficulty can arise. If he wants
to publish pronouncements of some sort as coming
from your Committee, there might be difficulties.
You understand that no comnittee of this Council,
and in part you are a committee of this Council,
is authorized to publish any statement without
approval by this Counecil."

Yours sincerely,

Robert C. Binkley




THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON MATERIALS FOR RESEARCH
of the—
AMERICAN COUNCIL fOF LEARNED SOCIETIES
AND THE SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL

Soron . Buck Rosert C. Binkiey, Chairman H. M. LYDENBERG
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HARVARD UNIVERSITY UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

85 Widene» Librery
Cambridge, Mass.

April 10, 1933

To Members and Correspondents,

Enclosed is the principal agenda item
for the meeting of April 15th. It is a mere skeleton
of the "comprehensive report” which I was supposed to
prepare, but the brief form lends itself to the effort
to show the relation to each other of the different
parts of our problem. Since a report must in any
event be submitted to the Councils this summer, I
hope we can prune into shape something rather compre-
hensive.

The meeting will be held at 20 University
Hall, Harvard University, April 15th, at nine-thirty
in the morning.

Sincerely yours,

Robert €. Binkley




April 12, 1933
Professor Robert (. Binkley,
95 Widener Library,
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Binkleys

I am very sorry that I cannot be with you on Ssturdsy, Your draft
report is an admirable document. The only suggestions I have to make relate
to the first paragraph on the top of page 8. Your reference to the Carmegie
1ist of doctoral dissertations gives the impression that it is a general
1list, whereas it is confined to history. I do not like the expression with
reference to theses “provided they contain original source material,” for
theses do not as a rule contain such material and when they do, it is only
incidental. Would it not be better to say "provided they are valuable for
research purposes.” Your reference to the Jurvey of jctivities would seem
to indicate that it is bibliographical in character. That was not its
purpose or point of view. It was intended to be a list of all agencies that
are doing anything of jmportance with relation to materials, whether it de
cellecting, preserving, compiling bibliographies or guides, publishing, or
investigating or experimepting in methods of reproduction or on the problem
of durability:; end the“%"of these activities was briefly indicated.
Naturally the major part of the activities discovered were in the field of
cellection, but even here the purpose was not to tell what institutions
have collected but what they are collecting, although often the only light
we h%nn théir activities was informetion as to what they had accorplished. .

1 am sending to you herewith two letters that I have received from .+ ,-
members of the committee of the Conference of Historical Secieties.,- from
Schafer and from Boyd. I am inclined to agree with Schafer rather than with
Boyd.

Give nmy best regards to the members of the committee,

Sincerely yours,

Solon J. Buck
P, 8. - _
I enclose also a letter just received from Newsome., d

.s. J. B.
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14 April, 1933

Dear Buck:

Thank you for your le tter of April 12th, 1
shall certainly miss your help in the committee meeting,
but the le tters you have gathered from the Historical
Society, and your own comment on the draft report, are
very helpful,

I have found it difficult to find the language
to express briefly the scope of theSurvey of Activities,
and so it has been my bad habit often to refer to it as
if it were merely relatéd to holdings sSemeZeiz zolgied 7 —
to collecting policies, If in redrafting the report
this item is set more definitely at the head of group

V, 80 that it will evidently include all activitieg, and
then the specific bibliographical and otler enterprises
are listed below it, it will probably convey a better
impression, The very fact that idtsds it is so

comprehensive makes it especially significant as an
indication of the scope.

Very s incerel

Robert C, Binkley

Dr. Solon J, Buck

Western Pennsylvenia “istarical Survey
Phttsburg, Pa.




THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON MATERIALS FOR RESEARCH
of the

AMERICAN COUNCIL fOF LEARNED SOCIETIES

AND THE SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL

Soron ]. Buck Rosert C. Binkrey, Chairman H. M. LypeneerG
WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL SURVEY FLORA STONE MATHER COLLEGE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY

Laurence VaiL CoLEMAN L Sl LYRENTLE Kennere B. Murpock

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF MUSEUMS SERN N ST HARVARD UNIVERSITY

hi fir
Norman S. B. Gras 95 Wi de_mer Library Artaur H. Quinn
HARVARD UNIVERSITY Cam‘br’ l dge » T‘ITa S S - UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

April 19, 1933

To members and 6orrespondents:

As I think over the discussion of April 15th it is clear
that Murdock's suggestion of further subdividing our worlk will
lead us far forward and result in several changes of plan. For
one thing, we cannot avoid another meeting, and we might as
well have it a full one. Moreover, in view of Schlesinger's
statement that the SSRC may be willing to set up a secretariat,
we should probably do better to plan a more complicated system
to be put into effect this fall instead of leaving so much to
be handled by the chairman.

A new problem of relations between the Joint Committee,
the ACLS, and the SSRC will arise because the two parent councils
are not equally interested in all-our activities, or equally

equippned to sponsor them in the same way.

Turning over all these problems in my mind, I have come
to the following suggesticn, upon.which I ask for your corments,
and hope you will give me your first thought without too much
feeling of responsibility. ~Thé whole matteér is still in liquid
shape. Would you also tell me when your ca Aendar is: clear for
another-m2eting? . :

PTOPOSedwre-organization of the Joint Committee.

1. Sub-Comittee on Categories. Secretarial service cared for
through ACLS. Object of Committee: to stimulatc study
of -categories of material among scholars - "educate. the
scholars.”

Sub-Committee on Production. Secretarial service cared for
through ‘ACLS. Object: to study new techniques of copying,
and production, and to apply the results of the study.

.. Sub-Committee on Inventory and Collection. Secretarial ser-
vice cared for through SSRC. Object: to promote colpera-.
tive inventory and collecting activities, division of
acquisition field, etc., especially among existing ™
institutions.

Sub-Commi ttee on Education. Secretarial service cared for
through the SSRC. Ubject: to reach the laity, the business
man, the collector, the small librarian, anc especially
the university student who is not entering the career of
productive scholarship; to recruit their services in car-
ing for material, organizing it, and reporting it.




spril 27, 1933

Dr. Bobert €. Binkley,
95 Widener Library,
Canbridge, lass.

Dear Biniliey! :

The first page of youwr circular letier of April 1Sth
was received but without any signature, so I suspect that there
ghould be snother page. The proposed re-organigsation,so far as
it is set forth on this page, meets with my complete spproval.

So far as I knmow now, it would de possible for me to
attend a seeting of the committee on any week-end in May or
June,

Sincercly yours,

Solon 4. Back




JOINT COMMITTEE ON MATERIALS FOR RESEARCH

Circular to Members and Correspondents.

May 3, 1933

Letter from Professor Quinn under the date of April 27, 1933.

My dear Binkley:

Your letter of April 20 was unfortunately mislaic
in the mail here. My thought is somewhat as follows:

Add to the sub~-committee on categories someé new members who
need not necessarily be members of the Joint Committee, who will
represent fields not represented on the present sub-committee, and
who will assist in the education both of scholars and the public.
They should proceed in accordance with a carefully planned program
to do the following things:

(a) Make the formal report of the committee on categories
to be published by the Joint Committee and to be circulated widely
to learned societies. This report, as I understand it from Gras,
will include not only the definitions and classifications of cate-
gories of research material but also definite requests which will
stimulate interest in the preservation and proper destruction of
research material by scholars.

(b) Prepare the articles for scholarly journals, published
with the authority not only of the Joint Committee but of the
two Councils. Permission may have to be asked of the two Councils,
but certainly whoever signs the articles should do so with the
backing of that authority.

(¢)(This will be much more difficult but, in my judgment,
is vital.) Prepare carefully articles by individual members of
the committee to be sent as contributions to papular journals of
a high character such as the Yale Review, the Virginia Quarterly,
the Atlantic Monthly, ete., calling attention of the public to
the vast quantity of research material now in danger of destruction,
and calling for the help of families of authors, executors, libra-
ries and other depositaries of research material, to aid in the
general program. These articles need not be authorized by the
Councils, nor should they be sent as unpaid contributions, because
if they are they will be declined. Members of the committee who
have access to these journals should write them as individuals,
but gently suggest that they are members of the Joint Committee
as an explanation of their contribution. It is obvious that other
persons than those on the committee might be stimulated to write
these articles, and that they should all be sent about the same
time, as the publication of one such article might prevent the
publication of others.

(d) Conduct correspondence with libraries, business houses,
families and other depositaries as often as they are discovered
to p-ssess such materials. This portion of the campaign may ex-
tend over years. As a concrete example, I am writing to living
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playwrights urging them to deposit manuscript plays which they
are not expecting to publish in appropriaste university libraries
or public libraries.

I believe that this work can be done more effectively if
those who have been working on the subject of categories retain
the general direction of the campaign rather than delegate it to
another committee who will have to be informed from time to time
and who will, to speak frankly, have to be educated in the first
place. My own education as a member of the sub-committee has been
very profitable and quite extensivel

It is quite difficult to give any estimate of the amount
of money which the sub-committee on categories could use. It
would largely be, in my judgment, for stenographic expense, and
it might well be that instead of one secretary for the whole
committee, it would be more helpful to provide additional sten-
ographic help for the members who will direct the campaign. So
far I have gsimply used the time of the University of Pennsylvania
in this work, and I have been very glad to do this. If an exten-
sive campaign were launched, however, I might find it necessary
to have help. Most of the help would be needed by the chairman,
of course, and Gras would be better able to give you the figures
on this than I. He might need an assistant who would codrdinate
the material and keep the members of the committee up to their
work by constant reminders. Nearly all of us do these jobs in
the lack of leisure which is characteristic of all of us.

Yours very sincerely,

ARTHUR H. QUINN




NOTE ON ARCHIVLIS

(Proposal considered by Professor Shotwell for submlssion
to the meeting of the C.I.C., July, 1931, but not acted upon)

Tt has been suggested that the American National
Committee of Intellectual Cooperation initiate, in connection
with the report of the Sub-comuittee on Aprchives, a proposal to
facilitate the use of League Documents by distingulshing between
inal end temporary drafts of reports, treaties ete. This pro-
posal was to be discussed iIn Lendcn, 1931 with Mr. Jenkinson,
Chairman of the Sub-committee, and then with Sir Eric Drumnond
before opening of the plenary C.I.C. session but circumstances
prevented the discussion with either MNr. Jenkinson or S8ir Eric.

\11 treaty-making documents might be treated like
Hanzord Debate and final drafts like Acets of rYarliament. IT
might be possihb , anbordinante entirely all temporary forms,
ang print tahe bl v lightly tinted paper, so that the
studont would Imow that only white documnts were finsl - that

i1, Assexrbly, or other body to whom

Led.

vection of the
at the begimming

ublicitions maing up the contents

ihis proposa. 3 in herpony with Hr. Jenkinsonts
general plan, as explaine n the volume of the War Historys -
In the work of modern governwenis s¢ much is temporary and rust
be discarded or records bectie uLterLy manageable. lenmporary
material onld be so indleceted et the Lime of printing so
that adni; : an be distinguished for the archives.
At the time the aduninistrator begiuis T« reate a proposal he
should put it in terms of Tl wo ‘categories, and indicate at
the tine whether 1t belongs temporary or permanent arcihlves.
The administrators should be trunsferred fron archive nanaging.
An adninistrator is not fitted to be an archivist, and an
archivist is not an administrator. That is what has taken place
in Geneva in a large way. Changing colors for temporary and
final documents might eliminate the trouble. '
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10, 1933

Dr. Solon J. Buck

Western Pennsylvania Historical Survey
University of Pittsburgh

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Dear Buek,

I enclose the final draft of a
parent Counclls. It has been through the

that I hate to think of he number of

torn and wrenched. It appears now that

and Policy Committee is going to spend

proportion of its time at this summer's

sidering this report, and for that reason,

it ought to represent a true consensus of opin f the
whole committee. With the greatest reluctance, n
therefore suggesting that we do hold another g
and set it for New X ;b on or about June 23rd. We probably
will not have t¢ - uqo‘ for more than two or three
hours. We shal liscuss hing but the report. It may

he that the Cambridge group will not have to be there,

buat I think 1t 3 really important that the document

to be discussed by P and P should represent fairly the

v "i ews

note from Shotwel
wonder whether vyou
the observati
ates more
but 1t
C':?‘-_'z

With best wishes,

Yours sincerely,




Jume 22, 1933
Professor Robert €., Binkley,
86 Videner Library,
Harvard University,
Cambridge, Mass,

Dear Binkley:

1 was very sorry to have to run off before the work of the committee was
completed, I doubt, however, if I could have contributed anything more of value
to the meeting., Vith reference to our discussion just before I left, I should
say that I believe that in order to get anywhere we shall have to accormodate
ourselves to the procedure desired by the Social Science Research Council and,
of course, we have to remember that the Council is dependent upon others for
funds for activities that we should like to see undertaken,

I em inclined to think, however, that it would be well worth while to be-
gin your report with a discussion of the importance of materials., It seems to
me thet many of our colleagues, particularly in the other socisl sciences, do
not realisze how wital it is that meterials be collected, preserved, and fully
exploited ;snd in part as a consequence of this,their research work is inadequate
and has to be done over freguently. It seams to me that most of the ifmportent
contributions to knowledge in the soclal sciences and the mamanities result not
from ratiocination on the part of the scholar but from the utilization of
hitherto unknown or umased material., Certainly the deplersble situation with
reference %o malerials for research in history is responsible for tremendous
waste and duplication of effort in resesych. 7o come beck %0 the matter of
contributions and to illustrate: I understand that even Professor Turnerts
great contribution of the Fromtier Hypothosis was the ocutcome of hic study of
the great Draper Collection at Madison,

It is ny belief that the most promising field for co-operative effortd
and promotion on the part of foundationsin the soeial sciences and the luamani=
ties is in comnection with materials, The ultimate research and ingerpretation
has to te done by the individual scholar,and there are plenty of scholars ready
to do it, but the material can be made availsble to him by others.. It seems
to me uneconomical for those who have the disposition of fanids for the promotion
of research to spend it on fellowshiwms, who have to dewote most of thed time to
locating and organizing materials and then,in meny cases, miss some of the most
important things, so that the work has to be done over, Comprehensive and co=
operative projects with reference to materials would help, not only one scholar,
but a mltitude, '

Take, for example, the subject of the West in the later Colonidl period .
of imerican history, Huch resecarch has been done on thig subject and some of it
was excellent but so much new material has come to light recently, such as the
Gege Papers and the Amherst Pupers, that nothing that has been done in the past

(Over)
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can be looked upon as approaching definitiveness, Unfortunately, however,
neither of these collections are readily usable by scholars at the present time,

What is the status of the new editian of your report on the reproduction of
materials? I intended to ask you this question in New York but it slipped ny
mind.

Sincerely yours,

Solon J, Buek
PeS.
You sent me, perhaps by mistake, three copies of the ®iote on Archives"
from Professor Shotwell., I am returning two of them to you herewith. 1 do not

gee that it is necessary for us to o anything about this matter. I corSainly
em not in a position to give an informed opinion on the gubject,

Pe S5¢ 48 = It seems to me very importan that, if our committee is to contimue
to function in any cspacity, its objective and powers should be defined amd the
two councils shoul gome to an agroeament gonserning them, That does not mean
that we should not, if desired, funtion differently for the Stwo councils, but we
ghould know where we are at.

8.4. 8.
SIBsAM
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6/14/33 Postal Telegrarh telephoned the following:

From Cambridge, Mass. . 6/14/33
Dr. Solon J. Buck, Pittsburgh

Will June 20 be satisfectory for a meeting. Wire
me collect by postel telegraph.
Robert C, Binkley

Telegram 'phoned to Postal Telegraph - 6/14/33

Mr. Robvert C. Birnkley, 95 Widener Library, Harvard U.,
Cambridge, Mass,

SENT COLLECT Solon J., Buck




JUL 22 1833

THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON MATERIALS FOR RESEARCH
AMERICAN COUNCILOf(;h; LEARNED SOCIETIES
AND THE SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL

Soron ]. Buck Roeert C. Binkiey, Chairman H. M. LYyDENBERG
WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL SURVEY FLORA STONE MATHER COLLEGE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY

Laurence Va CoLEMAN Wi ot el e LS Kennera B. Murpock
CLEVELAND, OHI

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF MUSEUMS 95 F!dm iim HARVARD UNIVERSITY
Norman S. B. Gras Barverd Univers! t’,’ ArTHUR H. QUINN
HARVARD UNIVE RSITY c l ! l " m’ l.nggtgs

UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

July 18, 1933

Professcor Solon J. Buck
Western Pemnsylvanlia Historical Survey
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Deap “lips

I have submitied our report to our psrent Counciles end
tried to make 1t clsar that ve would like en instruction as $0 the
emphasis to be given cup work, shether it 12 to 1lle chiefly in the
fiold of orlginel plenning snd study or of enslysis of metorial
submitted to us,

Dectors ijelend and Crane thought thet the Councils eomnld
sfford to pay to have the matérial gethered dy the '‘udeCommittee on
Categories further digeated end rewpittan so that all parte of it
would eome to conform, more or less, to the standard of ‘nimn's
section on litsrature, fHayer, at the Lidrary of Congress, they thought,
eould be vretained to cover a:li the “oolel ‘elonves in this way, In
Gras'e absemoe I took the resnonsibdiiity of epproving this sugpestiom,
thinking thet the more =e can get the materisl worke: over the dDotter
it w11l be, Bub, since this deviates from the last vote of the
Comittee on the cubject, I cubmit it as en open guestion for anprowvel,

smother thought was explored in the eonversation with Creane,
It seems thet one of the normel steps iIn the work of sny committee 1a
the application for permanent steffing. Crene feele thet the “Sa¢ will
necd a otalff which, Saken eollectively, wilil cover a wide fleld, I
told him thet I saw no reason vhy e ateff momber occupled with some
special reeponsibility in a particular field, se for exemple statisties
counld not take over all or pard of the work on Materials as woll, Yo
then dlsoussed the poosibility that some of the tasks opened up by
WJati::tt:mlthtbomam of'f uoon present mombders of the
SERC o ™

It scemes ineviteble that the mewdership of the Committee
#1111 have to De enlerged somewhat iIf we are golng to ateff the sube
committees which we asited to have erceted st our Cembridge meeting,




- P

As a rosult of an interview with Librery of Congress steff
members, I have begun to formlate the genersl outlines of a project
to cover the use of the film slide in the American 1ibrary system and
at leoland's suggostion developed, mp to a eertain point, a proposal
vhereby percons whe have had experience in reeding film slide proe

Joctions be ecalled together to meet with representatives of the
industry to state the requirements of projeeted spparatus,

In the present state of the organization of the Joint
Comnittee these are presumably matters thet fall more partieularly in
the fleld of the Sub.Committee on Reproduction of Materisle, But,
nevertheless, 1t seems better to present them to the full Committee,

Very trmly yours,
Culed O

Cheirmen




THE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY
COoOPY

July 22, 1933

Dr. Robert C, Binkley, Chairmea

Joint Committee om Materials for Research
95 Widener Library

Cembridge, Massachusetts

Dear Dr, Binkley:

Mr, Puckette, of the New York Times, called yes-
terday and reported they were about ready to get out the
proposed circular and questionmaire in regard to the offset
reproduction of the Times., You remember you approved of
the suggestion that this circular be sponsored by the Joint
Committee on Materials for Research, As far as Mr, Lyden-
berg and I can recall it was not decided just how far this
sponsoring would go. Are you ready to have the circular go
out on the Committee's letterhead? If you are, the Times
will be glad to provide the paper, envelopes, postage, etc,;
there will be no expense to the Committee,

I enclose a copy of the proposed circular in the
form approved by the Times, It was prepared very largely
by Mr, Lydenberg and myself, You will note there are at the
end three sheets, One of these is to go to subscribers to
the present rag paper edition; another, to subscribers to
the bound file of the regular edition; and the third, to
others whom we think might be interested in acquiring the
reduced reproduction,

If you have any comments or suggestions, please
let us knows Remember we particularly want to know whether
1t 1s all right to have the whole statement go out on the
Committee's letterhead, If the Times furnishes the paper,
will you want any change in the heading from that which you
heve been using,

Sincerely yours,

(Signed) K. D, Metcalf

Chief of the Reference Department
KT
Enclosure




A number of librarians have proposed that in place of
the present full size rag paper edition for permanent preservation
The New York Times print, for libraries a reduced reproduction by
the offset process (also on rag paper) similar to the sample enclosed,

The New York Times at the request of the librariens has
investigated the proposal., Cost figures on the miniature reproduction
process show that the expense of producing the volumes would be sub-
sequently greater per subscription than the present full size rag
paper editiom,

If, however, the number of subseriptions for the miniature
edition is increased over that of the present rag paper editidn, the
unit cost can be lowered to a figure which may make the librarians'
proposal for the smaller size volumes practicable, The New York Times,
we may mentlon here, has published the rag paper edition at a lass and
has never looked upon its contribution to the permanent preservation
of mewspaper files as a profit making undertaking,

The next step is to ascertain what likelihood there is that
the advantages of the miniature edition will increase the number of
subscriptions by libraries, The Joint Committee on Materials for
Research has volunteered to sponsor the questionnsire enclosed, May
we ask you to consider all the informetion sent you and give us def-
inite answers as soon as pogssible?®

Present Rag Paper Edition

Sinee January 1, 1927, The New York Times has issued a rag
paper edition for permanent preservation in libraries, The subscription
price for this edition is $170 a year, It is delivered in twenty-four
bound volumes (it can also be purchased unbound at $100 a year), The
twenty-four bound volumes when shelved upright £ill two shelves three
feet long, and if placed in a standard stack, the depth of the volumes
is so great that they occupy both sides of a double~faced stack section,
The height of the volumes is 23 inches, and in a standard stack section
only three shelves can be used out of the normal six or seven, If the
volumes are shelved horizontally - which 1s a more satisfactory way to
shelve them, with a shelf inserted between every volume or every two
volumes - & year's file will £ill one complete seection 7% feet high and
in a standard stack will f£ill both sides of one double-faced stack sce=
tioen,

Proposed Miniature Edition,

The proposed reproduction would be bound in twenty-four volumes
& year and could be shelved on two standard three-~foot shelves, It is
believed that any one with normal eyesight can find his place in the pap=-
er without the aid of a reading glass and that with a suitable reading
glass would have no difficulty in reading anything in the paper, oOf
course The New York Times Index simplifies the finding of references in
the files, Am oblong reading glass, which can be obtained at a reasonable
price, either attached to an adjustable standard or by itself, 1s avail-
able from the wvarious optical companies, (Information in regard to these
glasses can be obtained upon request,)
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The subscription price of the proposed miniature edition
would, if sufficient subseriptions ere recelved, be the same as that
of the present full size editiom ($170 per year) despite the extra cost
of publiecation, Although no definite future promise can be made, it may
be that if the extra adventage of the minlature edition increases the
number of subseriptions materially, the annual subscription price may e-
ventually be reduced., The Times has never received returns equaling ex-
penses on the rag paper edition and has no desire to make money on any
special edition prepared for libraries, It simply hopes for returns to
pay for part of the expense involved in orinting and distributing the
librery edition,

The advantages and disadvantages of the proposed change are
noted below;

Disadvantages:
l, A reading glass is necessary for extensive work and some readers
may be prejudiced against the use of reading glasses,

Advantages ;

1, SAVING OF SPACE
If the regular edition 1s shelved vertically, three=fourths of
the space is saved by the use of the reduced edition,
If shelved horizontally, fivee-sixths of the spece is saved by
the use of the reduced edition,
It is estimated that the space saved in an average library
amounts to $50 a year in construction costses If sliding
shelves are used for newspaper volumes, this figure would be
inereased, (It is suggested that you figure out this saving
for your own iibrary,)
Reading room space as well as storage space is saved,

CONVEN IENCE

The reduced edition 1s more convenient both for staff and reade
érs, With the regular edition the cost of placing the volume
before the reader and of reshelving must be considered, With
the proposed reissue the cost of handling would be no greater
than for ordinary library books, The use of the smaller volume,
even when a reading glass is required, 1s more convenient than
the use of the bulky regular edition,

PERMANENCE

With paper of equal quality used in both editions, it 1s estima-
ted that the smaller volume will wear at leagt four times as
lorg, as in the reduced edition wesar end tear on the binding is
much less and leaves are not so likely to fold over, Repairs
can be made at less expense with the reduced edition and rebind-
ing will cost perhaps one-fourth the cost of rebinding the
regular edition, :

With the above statement in mind, please answer the questions
on the attached sheet and send it to the Joint Committee on Materials
for Research, in care of H, M, Lydenberg, New York Public Library, New
York City, with eny comments you may care to make,




For subscribers to the rag pair edition of The New York Times:

If The New York Times decides to issue a reduced reproduce
tion eimilar to the enclosed sample and distributes this edition in
bound form at a cost of not more than your present subscription for
the rag paper edition ($170 annually), will you subscribe for it?

(Answers to this cuestion are gsought for the information of
The New York Times and the Joint Cormittee on Materials for Research,
It is assumed, however, that they will be given in good faith and that
The Times may with rellance count on formal filing of orders by those
here voting In favor of the change to the reduced reproduction if and
when The Times should so decide,)

(Comments and suggestions are welcome,)

It has been suggested that you might become a subseriber
for the proposed reduced reproduction of The New York Times (a sample
of which 1s enclosed) on account of the saving in space resquired for
shelving, end the ease of handling, If The New York Times decides to
publish the new edition at not more than $170 a year, will you subseribe$

If you cannet afford the new edition at $170, would you sube
seribe at a lower rate? Will you set a subscription price which would
make 1t possible for you to subscribe?

(Answers to these questions are sought for the information of
The New York Times and the Joint Cormittee on Materials for Research,
It is assumed, however, that they will be gilven in good faith and that
The Times mey with reliance count on formal filing of orders by those
here voting in favor of the chsnge to the reduced reproduction if an
when The Times should so decide,) :

Comments and suggestions are welcome,)

For subseribers to the bound file of the regular odition of The Timess

If The New York Times decides to issue a reduced reproduce
tion similar to the enclosed sample and distributes this eiition in
bound form at the seme cost es the present rsg paper edition ($170 an-
nuelly) will you, teking into consideration the disadvantages and the
adventagee of the proposed new edition, change your subscription from
the present bound newsprint edition to the proposed new rag paper
edition?

If you cannot afford to meke this change, will you make it if
the cost of the new edition can be reduced? Wwhat subscription price
would enable you to make the change to the miniature edition, bearing
In mind the adventages outlined sbove?

(Answers to these questions are sought for the information of
The New York Times and the Joint Committee on Materials for Research,
It is assumed, howeyer, that they will be given in good faith and that
The Times may with relisnce count on formal filing of orders by those
here voting in favor of the change to the reduced reproduction if and
when The Times should so decide,) .

(Comments and suggestions are welcome,)




?I‘Of. Romrt Cc Binklay.
95 Widener Library,
Canbridge, Mass,

Dear Binkleys

I have read your letier of July 18 and the agcompany-
ing report. It seems $o me that the report is in very
fine 'shape, and it meets with my complete approval., I
hooe that it will maloe the desired impression upon the
members of the Socizl Science Research Council,

-1 am glad to know that steps are being takzen to have
the material gathered Ly the sub-cormmitiee on categories
further digested and rewritien., 1 have felt zll along
that it needed such treatment.

I hope that the second edition of your *Metheds of
Reprodugins Research Materials® is mot going to be unduly
delsyed. It is very mch needed all oyer the country.

Singerely yours,

Solon J. Buck




JUL 31 1933

THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON MATERIALS FOR RESEARCH
of the

AMERICAN COUNCIL fOF LEARNED SOCIETIES {/

AND THE SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL /

Soron ]. Buck Rosert C. Binkirey, Chairman H. M. LypeEnBERG
WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL SURVEY FLORA STONE MATHER COLLEGE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY

Laurence Vai CoLEMAN D T L Kennera B. Murpock

CLEVELAND, OHIO
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF MUSEUMS . HARVARD UNIVERSITY

NormaN S. B. Gras 95 Widener Library Artrur H. Quinn
HARVARD UNIVERSITY Har'ard Un 1'91' -] 1-5,- UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA
Cambridge, Massachusetts

July 26, 1933

Prcfessor Solon J. Buck
Western Pennsylvania Historical Survey
University of Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Dear Buck:

Thank you for your gratify-
ing letter of July twenty-fourth, I
have set November first as the date

for the next edition of Reproducing

Materials for Reséarcho

Yours sincerely,

Cﬁairman Z E

V4
s




THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON MATERIALS FOR RESEARCH
of the
AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES 2,,
AND THE SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL

Soron ]. Buck RoeerT C. BinkLey, Chairman H. M. LypenBERG
WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL SURVEY FLORA STONE MATHER COLLEGE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY

Laurence VaiL CoLEMAN oy ol e Kennetan B. Murpock

CLEVELAND, OHIO
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF MUSEUMS ? HARVARD UNIVERSITY

Norman S. B. Gras 95 Widener Library ArtHUR H. QUINN
HARVARD UNIVERSITY Har'ard Un' 1Ter 81 ty UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

Ceambridge, Massachusetts

August 14, 1933

Professor Solon J, Buck
Western Pennsylvania Historical Survey
University of Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Dear Buck:

Leland suggests, and I think it a good idea,
that we have a meeting with the manufacturers of pro-
Jectors to discuss the needs that arise for reading by
projection and the storage of films for this purpose and

other cognate problems,

Would it not be a good idea for us to formu-
late our requirements, as, for example, do we want
stronger light, more definitiom, more convenient load-
ing and unloading, remote control? What qualities are:
we willing to sacrifice for price, what price for qusal-
ity? How important is it to have apparatus that will
work in moderately nmormal light rather than heavy dark-
ness, ete.? Lydenberg is still unpersuaded of the
library utility of film projectiom; but I think the
number of users 1is increasing,

Yours sincerely

Robaod € Ruwad

RCB :MMA Chairmen “MA
Dictated but not read.




Mngust 17, 1933

Dr. Robert {. Binkley,
95 Widener Libyary,
Harvard University,
Cambridge, liassachusetts

Dear Binkleys

I quite agree that it would be a good idea to consult with
the mamufacturers of projectors with reference to the problems
involved in their use, I do not Imow enocugh sbout the matter at
present to fornmlate the problems as they present themselves to
us, and Downes and Holbrook are both away at the present time on
vacations., When they return, about the firet of September, I will,
if you desire, asic them to prepars a statement of the problems.

I am inclined to agree with lydenberg as to the difficulty of
using fila projection in libraries under present conditions. We
have been experimenting with the making of small enlargemente of
a standard sigse, 5 x 8, and we find that they are very comvenient
for filing, inexpensive, and usually quite legible with the naled
e, Vhen necessary, of course, & glass can be used with them,

Sincerely yours,

Solon J'. Back




THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON MATERIALS FOR RESEARCH
AMERICAN councum‘c‘:: LEARNED SOCIETIES
AND THE SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL

Soron J. Buck Roeert C. BinkLey, Chairman H. M. LYDENBERG

WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL SURVEY FLORA STONE MATHER COLLEGE NEW YORK FUBLIC LIBRARY

WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY KB‘NNE’I‘H B' MURDOCK

Lavurence VaiL CoLEMAN
CLEVELAND, OHIO

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF MUSEUMS

NorMman S. B. Gras ArtHUR H. QUINN
UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HARVARD UNIVERSITY

HARVARD UNIVERSITY

Librarian
Historical Society of Western Pennsylvania
Pittsburgh, Pa.

A number of librarians have proposed that in place of the present full
ize rag paper edition for permanent preservation, The New York Times print
for libraries a reduced reproduction by offset process (also on rag paper)
similar to the sample enclosed,

The New York Times at the request of the librarians has investigated
the proposal, Cost figures on the miniature reproduction process show that

the expense of producing the volumes would be substantially greater per
subscription than the present full size rag paper edition.

If, however, the number of subscriptions for the miniature edition is
increased over that of the present rag paper edition, the unit cost can be
lowered to a figure which may make the librarians! rrﬁnosal for the smaller-
size volumes practicable. The New York Times, we may mention-here, has pub-
lished the rag paper edition at a loss and has never lookea upon 1b9 contri-
bution to the permanent servation of newspaper files as
undertaking.

The next step is to ascertain what likelihood there is that the ad-
vantages of the miniature edition will increase the number of subscriptions
by libraries. The Joint Committee on Materials for Research has volunteered
to sponsor the questionnaire enclosed. May we ask you to consider all the

information sent you and give us definite answers as soon as possible?

Joint Committee on
Materials for Research

Robert C. Binkley, Chairman H. M, Lydenberg
Solon J, Buck Kenneth B, Murdock
Laurence Vail Coleman Alfred H. Quinn
Norman S. B. Gras




Aogust 24, 1933
Mr, B, ¥, Lydeondberg,
Hew York Public Library,
42n6 Strect and S5th Avenue,
Fow York City, H. Y

e WRUSs Na Ly

Dear Mr. Lydenberg:
I 1like the minlature edition of the New York Times

very much and am glad to have a sample of is. infortunstely

the resources of our society are too small to permit us

to subscribe $o any nswspapers, even at the regular price,

I hope that enougk subscriptions are obtained to make it

possidble to carry the project into execution.

Sincerely yours,

4 s

SJIB Al




THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON MATERIALS FOR RESEARCH
of the
AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES
AND THE SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL

SorLon ]. Buck Rosert C. Binkrey, Chairman H. M. LYDENBERG
RY
WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL SURVEY FLORA STONE MATHER COLLEGE NEW YORK FUBLIC LIBRA

Laurence VaiL CoLEMAN RERIAL BRNERER: U ALTE Kennera B. Murpock
R B HARVARD UNIVERSITY
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF MUSEUMS

Noruax S. B. Gras 95 Widemer Library ARTHux F g
aRvARD Uhavemar Harvard University |
Cembridge, Massachusetts

29, 1933

Professor Solon J., Buck
Western Pennsylvania Historical Survey
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Dear Ma Buck:

In consequence of a long and changing discussion
with Mr, Crane the report of the Sub-Committee on Categories
of Materials for Research 1is receiving this tentative circular-
ization among ourselves as a mimeographed internal document,

We shall all wish to go over this Report to see where
i1t is taking us and to appraise the efficacy of the procedure
and consultation that we have used, This will stand on the sgenda
of the next meeting and in the meantime I am wondering whether we
can really trust the professors whom we consult to carry us very
far when we ask them to keep the whole problem of categories in
their respective fields, 1Is there any possibility that we could
put up to them such questions as this:

l., What kinds of material should be gathered, what kinds of
information be made a matter of record if the interest in
families now channeled by the geneologists should be broad-
ened to include all scholarly interests?

A similar question to be formulated to cover local studies
and all possibilities that may arise from the guiding of the
individual's interest in the place where he lives,

A comparable question formulated in connection with the
individual's interest in his occupation,

This possibility is at present very hazy in my mind,
there any use in following it up?

Very truly yours,

Chairman

RCB:MMA

The Report is being sent you under separate cover,
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4 November, 1933

Te the Members of the
Joint Committee =nd Correspondent:

Three large-seale enterprises ( relating to library resour-
ees, adult education snd unemployment relief), which, eomsid-
ered separztdly, are visiomery and irpraeticable, but combined
«"\ together become practiesble =nd imperative, for they present an

epportunity that may never reeur for enriching Ameriosn life at

an imporssnt intelleetual level.

These three enterpréees =2re, briefly:
1. The improvewent of Ameriecan rescurces in materizle for re-
serreh by meking eomprebencive inventories snd eslendsrs of
wonuseript and other eollectione. There inventories would be
mede throughout the ecountry =znd depoeited in the Librery of
Congress, constituting a n=tional eatzlogne of s gre=t body of
trecsures »hich o3¢ =t present in meny ecres unorgeniszed and
useless, even to the institution pemrsessing them,

e. The developmsat of the prretiee of veporting unpublished
metarisles to the Library of C ongress in such & way thet a
larger preportion of the populestion wey beecwe prrmanently
useful partieipsters in the setivities ol sslolsrship. Ineen-
tive, status sna lesdership will be given tc the taeks of col-
leeting sné organizing meterisle for resecreh.

3. The relief of that elees of unemploged who have etaried on

a career of seholership, but have been sldetraseked by the de-
pression. It is wasteful to permit the demeoralizaltion of these
people. They eould be saved and used juet se efficiently in
improving our eultursl materiele ae the €.C.C, 1ls lsproving

our for«st resourees.

Ie there not 2 poesibility of combining these three enter-
prises on the following basie:

1) Relief funde st subsistence wages from the Federal
Government; oroduet of work to beeome property of the Library
of Congreess.

2) Reeruitment through institutions aetive in scholar-
ghip.

3) Definitions of tasks and detailed administration
through libraries, hietoriesl soclieties, ete. on volunteer
basgis.

k) General administration and technic=1l etanderdization
financed by = foundation, with 2id of volunteer advisers.




At the present momeAt the guestion confronting ue is this:
D oes thiz project possess suffiecient possible merit to warrant
taking steps to give it, immediately, some further definition?

On behalf of the Joint Committee on Voterisle for Resecared,
I ean testify to the vastness snd importenee of the tasks of
faventsry 2nd ealendany work, the deeirability of desvelo ing
witiin the world of sgholarenip other asetivitices than thoss of
*riting =nd pudlishing monographs, and the key nositisa of -
standing netionnl iaventory of resesreh material resources in
the development of plens for the future of researeh in this
ecuntry,

know how large is the elass of peonls w»ho oould
Shie work st subsisctence wagee if eslled upoRn,
¢ s@rdristretive coris would figure, nor how the plen
the polieies of the Nationsl Administration, but it
posslible to elear wp these pointes with the Lelp of
advicers. The plen i# not ripre feor seticn, but is
“€ Lext step in definition end feormulatics. Shall
be taken?t

e t2k¢ cron curselves the I’?ﬂ'f‘-:ﬁ'ﬂ?i?‘.‘liit) for
agla %

ing 2t this stage?

Very fruly yours,

(./ W




T hie is » posteerint to the encioesed letter. The follewing
note, juet received from Robert T. Crane of the Sociel Seience
Resesreh Couneil, 1s of interest:

* On my last t2in to “ashington I found that the ed-
veation people hed sbout 2bandoned hope of getiing relief
funde into edueation. T ney sre suggeating a small feders} Ep-
propriation, some five hundred million snmaally, for educatione
a2l relief whioh would go directly into the eghools. There
rpeeial schemen meem generslly to have etruek = snag, though
the proposs)l to send the unemployed to eollege has not been
given the goup de srage ne yet. 1 ean see no room to hope
for effeeting the plane you have had tentatively in mind.®

You will doubtless wish to teke this oninicn LN%0 neeount in
forming sn opinion on the whole subject. The guestion is really,
2t this moment, AF onght ve to go in defining = plea bee
fore deeldine to drap er present it,

fluecrely,




November 8, 1933
Professor Hobert C, Binkley,
Hestern Reserve University,
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Binkley:

The project tentatively outlined in your commnication
of November 4 appeals to0 me very strongly. I have, however,
_no means of knowing anything about the prospects of putting
through such & plan. It seemg $o me that your fermulation
is sufficiently definite to stand as a basis of finding out
whether ar not the powers that be would be at all. interested
in it. Unless some encouragement can be obtained from some
one in authority, I think it would be & waste of time to
work out further details,

Singerely yours,

Solon J., Buck




¥ovember 13, 193
Professor Robert C. Binkley,
Tlora Stone Mather Collegs,
Western Reserve University,
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Binkley!
Herewith I ar sending you a copy of & letter received

from Coleman, I had forgotten all about the committee to
which he refers. My recnllsction now is thst I

1 was supposaed

to serve &s & liason between this committee and the Joint
Comrittea. It looks as if I shall have %o rely upon you
to mapply me with the information necessary for a report to
the Confsrence.

With reference to the methods of roproducing nmaterials,
the main gquestion would appear to be: when is your report
coming out?

I gshall dsfor corresponding with the other members of the
Conference committee until I hear from you,

Sincerely yours,

Solon J, Buck




16 november, 1933

Yo mesbers of the Joint Committes & Correepondente

gubject: Federal aid to inventory of resexreh materials.
(cf. eireuler of Hovember Gtk)

on Hovesber Bth a eirculer went ocut requestisg opinicns on

a project to devise ways of using federal relief funds to
make on inventory Of unpublished materiasls. IS was mggested
that thie might serve %o help unesployed sgholare snd to on=-
tablish 2 system of reporting unpublished materisie valusble
for later use,

1. Replies indicste thet the relief funde, while they may be

available for (see copy of letter from Com-
sineioner Zook . idy, must go to people alresdy on the
relisf rolls. And it sppesrs from the opinicns of Cartwrizht,
Judé, »nd Orene thet few of these people are highly qualified,

2. But if we cen develope fool proof methods of inventory eond

report, persitting the use of people having the lower quelifi-

oations of those setuslly on the relief »olls, it would seem

very ensy to use federal funde for the purpose of oarrying om

the inventory project, =ad even getiing some uanion lis oné,

Therefore, gtion arises in thie form; Con the ie
red metho of ; D ' BF @

8’ such me b & :
=ig TN stendardige this type of =nde ghout
the omuatry so that the resulls would give us, in efisot, our
inventory of materials, =8 & py-produet of thie wianter's relief,

3, If this method cennot be devised, thare resaing the new
e.u.A. which can get wages of §1.20 an bour for skilled labor,
snd whieh, it sppesrs, need not take #11 its people from the
relief rolls. 1f loesl authoritiee ean be brought to approve
projects of union liste =nd inventory, » large-sesle mstional
enterprise sight be esrried on by co-ordinmting loesl efforte.

I sm nsking Lydeaberg to give sn opiniom ou the question reised
in 2. Lelaund on the cusestion in 3, waile I try out the mailer
in Gi“ilﬁm! with the people ou the ground,

Robert O. Binkley




NOV 2¢ 1933

Copry Joint Compittee Dorsier:
Federal Ald on Iaventory foryss,

M A

P & o
LY (S )

vidd 84 ¢
Deparimeat of the Interior
Buresu of Eduecstion
Verhington

: ot being sent to the presidents, desns
of gradu~te echoole, desns of selicols of eduo tlon, saéd éirsctors
O nureery sghocls 1n the following eix un i ol
Columbis, Hov York, Chicsgo, ¥innesota, »nd Oalifornis.

purpoese is 1o 2¥tain vherher a work reliaf nroczas i

field of eduestionasl rasceavrol Lo fenagible,

LEt Oy ;
nrajecte =311 !
Gf them =i1th =mns

nsed of ralief 1is

il one or more of therce projecte no
canvese the porsibilities of corryd

guesticnes sre invelved:

1. ire there regular university
freiliities to @arry on the el L1 Ieseayih Sorkers
nyailable By the rellef administratiy: L% A® undere
mly the rellef vagepof the resesyeh workers (pcholay-

= i
1 $hn
L& Y -

¢ elericsl sorkere incl be met fromw relief funde,
other syxpenses muet be bogne by the 2

€. Are there persons eligible for relief as judged
the loeal relief administretion who “re guslified $o seciet
the desirable resesarch projectas?




5

If in the light of these two guestionn such researeh projects
peem feagible 2rd dbesirable, will you ¥indly write me? I shall
then determine the next step. Poesibly 2 conference of repres-
entztives of the universities intereected will be advantagsoue.
will you kindly indieste whether such conference seems to you

desirsble?

S8incerely youre,

(8igned) George F. Zook

Cormissioner




]
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NOV 18 1933
THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON MATERIALS FOR RESEARCH
AMERICAN COUNCIL Og}: LEARNED SOCIETIES
AND THE SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL

SoLon ]. Buck Ropert C. Binkrey, Chairman H. M. LYypenBERG

WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL SURVEY FLORA STONE MATHER COLLEGE NEW YORK FUBLIC LIBRARY

LAURENCE Vair CoLEMAN WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY

Kennera B. Murbpock
CLEVELAND, OHIO

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF MUSEUMS HARVARD UNIVERSITY
NorMmaN S. B. Gras

HABRVARD UNIVERSITY

Artaur H. Quimnn
UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

17 November,b 1933

Mr. Solon J. Buck

Western Pennsylvania Historical Survey
Historical Building

Pittsburgh,Pa.

Dear Buck:

In reply to your letter of the number 13, as soon as
we get our new man (how often this refrain goes throuph mg
correspondence) we will begin putting into actual effect, on

a small scale, the publishing service, and at that time your
committee of the Historical Society will be very helpful. The
guestion on technicue can, I suppose, be best left to await
this new edition of my report which is definitely soming out
this winter. I had hoped in November and now I think in Dec-
ember.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,

(oticr D M




—

NOV 24 1933

2) November, 1933

To members of the Committee & correspondents;

Subject: Federsl aid to inventory project.

Carl ¥ilsm of A.L.A. has undertaked to circul=rize » number
of libraries suggesting they =met on the following communication:

Union liet enterprises, if drafted and sponsored by publie
libraries or state university librariee, have & good chance

of scceptance under O.W,A., After December 1=t probably people
not on rellief rolle will be employed on these projects. But
projecte should be formul=ted ismmedistely 2nd approved by state
nuthority. Suggest you get blanks from loeal suthorities =nd
work out plan to uee fifty or more people at skilled lebor rates
to check in 211 libraries of your regi-n etandard bibliographies
such =& Pesetow, Dahlmann Waltz, Loneon, Larned's Litersture of
American History, Lenger's Foreign Affaires, snd transfer checks
to make bibliogrsphyes uniom 1ist for ceordinating purchasing
policies and utilizing fully 211 1ibrory resources.

A projeet on this basis hes been laid before the C.¥.A, of
Cleveland, =ss appesrs in the enclosed letter from ¥ise Esstman
tc ¥r.Raymond. RNote sleo the enclosed letter from Dr. Zook to
Tyler, indiesting that the survey, inventory and ezlendar of
unpublished materisls may be chaped up for adéption, either
nationally, or by etisulsting coordinated iniative in each state.

Robert C. Bintley




Copy
AMERICAN ASSOCIATICR OF UNIVERZITY PROFESCORS

November 20, 1933
Professor R.C. Binkley
Western Reserve University
Cleveland, Ohlo

Dear Professor Binkley:

I am enclosing & copy of a note just received
from Dr. Zook. I am not without hope that the developments now
proceeding in Washington will make it poesible to emtend the
aspplication of the plan on a national basis, but, if you could
in the meantime make a start in Ohio, that would be so much to
the good.

Very truly yours,
H.W, Tyler, Genersl Seecretary.

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF TEE INTERICR
Office of Edue=tion
Washington

November 16, 1933

Mr. H.W, Tyler

Ameriean Assoeiation of University P rofessors
744 Jackeon Plmce

¥e ﬂhington’ DoCt

Deay Mr Tyler:

I have your kind letter of November 13 together
with the enclosed copy of letter from Professor Binkley at
Weatern Reserve University. We have all of us hoped that the
plan for dducational work relief would be helpful along the
lines which have been mentioned by Professor Binkley. There
ie no question in my mind but that the plan in s2ny cone state
may be modified sufficiently so =2¢ to inelude the kind of work
whieh ¥r. Binkley mentione. He should therefore get into con-
taet firet #ith the loeal superintendent of schooles in Cleve-
land and later with the State superintendent in Ohio to urge
the inelusion of that work along this line in the St=te planm
for eduentional work relief.

It 1e juet poseible thet as & result of develop-
ments now proceeding in Washington that the present plans may
be considerably liberalized. If so, they zhould be in the
direction of making it easler for any one to develop plans
similar to those which P rofessof Binkley hae in mind.

Sincerely yours,
George F. Zook, Commissioner.




Sovenmber 21, 1933

¥r. Stockton Reymond, Director
Civil Yorke Aduinistrstion
1900 ¥uelid Avenue

Clevelsnd, Ohic

¥y desy ¥r. RAaymond:

The Cleveland Publiec Library proposes that the
Civil Worke Adeinfetrstion adopt ae one of 1i%s work relief pro-
jects 2 plan that will employ, in isprovéng 2nd coordinsting the
1ibrary resources of Cleveland, fifty or more people of the white
¢ollar claes. The propossl has been gone cver with Desn Hirshberg
of the Sghoel of Library Solence, Wertern Reserve University, and
Professor Robert €, Binkley, Chalirwan of the Joint Committee on
¥ateriale for Researeh of the Social Zclience Rese-ryeh Council and
the American Counell of Learned Societies. The proposal hae been
studied fror the standpoint of esmployrent needs, of the internsl
requiresents of the Cleveland Publie Library, and of the needs
of the library users. It would put to work, at i=zproving snd
coordinkting the 1ibrsry resourcer of Clevelsand, fifty or =ore
troined 1ibrarizne sho have been out of work and needing employ-
ment, togethsy with numerous Sypists and oclerks »ho eould work
under thelr direction.

It ie proposed that these people make union liste of the holdings
of the warious 1ibraries of Clevelsnd, (notably the Clevelsnd Pube

1i¢ Library, «nd the geveral universiiy 1ibraries), %o the end
that the pubdblic meay more eselly make use of the ta{al 1ibrary re-
sources of the eity, that the expenditures of book funde s=ay be
more economxically directed, and that the etaff of the Library may
ba sble to take esre of the needs of the public more effectively.
Fibliographies swist covering in an srderly »nd comprehensive
sanner slzoet egery fleld. ue reader »ho wishee to lcok up some
torie ineluded in there gsubjects turns to thew ne a maotter of
gouree, but eannot find osut zhether & glven bBook is sveilable in
the elity without msking the rounde of four libraries. If the
bibliographles were checked in the catalogues of these 1ibraries,
and marked to indicnte whether and -here the bocke were available,
the setual usefulnese of the books the libraries now possess
would be much ineressed. ¥ ork of this kind, we feel ies = scund
inve~teent in the publie interest. And i1t requires an exrenditure
of whieh 100f gows for wages.

Do you approve, in prineiple, of the propossl here cutlined” Wil
you be good enoigh to give us an opportunity to put it in form
for subsission to znd adoption by the € ivil ®orks Adeinistration?
§het facte and setimates reg ¥éing 2 nrolset of this kind should
be in your hends for transsiesion to the Adeinistration?

LR IR I

Librarian, C.7.L.




December 1, 1933
Prof . RBobert C. Binikley,
Flora Stone Mather College,
Western Reserve University,
Clevelarnd, Ohio

Dear Binkley:

Your letter of November 28 and enclosures were duly received and
carefully considered. I toock the matter up with Mr, Dice, the
University librarian, and Mr. Mumn, -librarian of the Carnmegie Library.
¥r. Munn had already submitted & project for the use of a large number
of unemployed pecple with library training or experience and he thought
that he might utilize some of them,if he gets them,for compiling Union
Lysts. I am submitting a project for the Historical Society to employ
eight people in "loeating, inventorying, collecting, arranging and
cataloguing Allegheny County historical maSerial." As our society.
receives a ‘small amount of support from the City of Pittsburgh, we hope
that it will be considered as entitled to share in the C, W, A, project.

I should be glad to be informed as to whether or not Miss Eastman's
project goes through and, if it doos, to learn more about the details
of it., I should also like %0 be kept informed concerning eny national
developments along this line. _

Sincerely yours,

Solon J. Buck




December 6th, 1933

To the membere of the Committees 2 correspondents:

This 12 2n interim report on setivities of the Joint
Committee. Preseure of ovents hse driven this program for-
w=2rd so foet thst edequate consultation with the menberahins
hee been irpoesible.

1. The setion of the Counecil of Lemrned Scelieties in mwatching

the offerinse of the 8.8, 0.0, glves the Joint Committze 2
working budget of $4000.

2. Gomenlting with (roe who yewsins in cherze of the saternrise

a0 fay se the Joint Cormittse is erncerned, a scheme was set

on font tn hrine Mirinsges firme $0 hold sarples of their ro-
eords of the pre-code ova, snd it 1s n antural part of thin
nolisy to work ount = method =nd =n orgsnieation for combining
the intere«te of usinees snd of reeeryeh in the pressrvation
pf meinese reeorde, I infermed those involved thst Committee
fundeg to the saxtent of 3200 eould be uesed to lsuneh this pro-
ject-the 2200 to be exclusive of meiliing cogts znd necessary
axnenres for the Committees members,

4, Aftey eoneiderchlie nreiirinery dicscusaion snd under the

nressure of vary rapid develovmente in Weshington

committes of the Joint Cormitiee vae get upn o expleid
C.%,A. ir the interest of the object of the Jolnt

v

Br. Joseph Mayer of the Librsry of Congrege wag put

of thies for a month 8t = etipend of 2200, and ¥r. Lydenberg

woag suthorized to dizeupse with Dr. Loule ¥, Hecksr sone uce
the Jofnt Cormmittee might wake of his tire. Therse actiocns

were teken with the colleborstion of Leland anéd Lydenberg.

l_t, T he Probleme & Policy Conmittes ¢f the L.8.5.V hes vote
82000 %o be ured in vreperxing an inetruction on the ecilection
snd enre of fugitive meterizls. The next step is to =rrange

with Kuhlmen to do this job.

£ . The secret:ryehip. I heve interviewed 2 number of candi-
datée snd 2t the preesent writing the bLest nan seceme %o be a
Dr. Peyton Furt of the tnive eity of California vho will not
be free until ¥ay. Meanwhile, 1 have suthorized such uses
ef the Cormittee's roney ng to make it reszsoncble to defer
the sopointment of thie eecretery for awhile.

6. I engsged » onetime gradudte student of sbout an ¥M.A. level

st the starvation wage of 35 & weak ne 2 sort of spprentice

in the prepsaration of the new edition of the ¥ethodes of Repro-
ducing Resesrch Msterials. Thie young woman, Josephine MeCsrter,




volunteered to come intc our enterprise in the thought that
there waes 8 chance of 2 career in it. She is now working on
the new edition in which we 2re trying to keep shead of the
inventore.

7. I have given definite ssesurance to Graves of the Council

of Lesrned Societies and tc Gilehriet of the Ascockation of
Reeserreh Libreries thet 2 bibliography on the Far East and a
1ist of Ph. D. theses will be given atchhnce at the publishing
eervice procedure.

&, I == waking an effort to establieh a film sflide cervice in
New York by interesting scomeone 1ln that in the poseibility of

2 smell bueinese in that direction.

9, An unexplored territory in the Joint Committee progrem ae
reported to the psrent council on June 20th lies in the devel-
opment of methods by which more people can aid echolarehip by
orgenizing and preserving ite materials for researeh. An init-
istive hee been undertzken to study in Western Reserve University
the poseibility of giving training in those kinds of research
activities whdahiniddtdreue in prepared materiale for reeesarch
rather then in mature productie of research.

Robert C. Binkley.




December 8, 1933

Dr. Robert C. Binkley,
Western Reserve University,
Cleveland, Chio

Dear Binkley:

I have read with much interest yow interim report of December
6 and I am very much gratified at the progrees that the Joint
Conmittee is making. It seems to me that its prospects are now
suck better than they appesied to bDe at the time of our last
meeting,

You will be iﬁtarested to know, if you have not already learned,
that the Pennsylvania State Library has had a CWA project

. authorized for making & survey or inventory of county archives

and other historical materiamls in all the counties of Pennsylvania.
We have undertalten to supervise the work in Allegheny County and we

.expect ‘to put four men on the job next week., The Carnegie Library's
project will also probably gothrough and a part of it will be the
maicing of Union Liste of Allegheny County materials in the local
iibraries. I doeudt if the Historical Society's project will go
through, for even if the society is considered eligidble, it will
probably be felt that its project would duplicate that of the

State Library in Allegheny County.

. Sincerely yours,

Solon J, Buck






