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m copying was consid red the most feasible method of repro-
duction for various reasons “",“ the purchage price charred by
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the transcripts of the hearings is 00.02 per nﬂ“m, while the cost
per page of the N.R.A. material on film is OC,0013% and of the A.A.A.
400.00125. Hectograph copie: f the ??0,0QO NALes of N.R.A., transcripts
at the above rate woul ‘ $3000.00, while the cost of the film set
will be approximately 320 a”, Mime U"T.Jb coples of most of the mater-
ials submitted prior to and subssquent to the A.A.A, heerings, undoub-
f$edly the most valuable for research purposes, are unobtalnable from
the commercial reporters Second, the n“nﬁvialg in “ﬁeir DTlWin“
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Cleveland, Ohio

January 10, 1934

CIRCULAR TO THE MEMBERS OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE.

Would you be goed enough to indieate the time with-
in the next few weeke whieh you eould most easily give te
a meeting of the Committee? I am thinking now ef twe poss-
ibilities; 1, that we should have a short meeting in Washing-
ton to dedide whether we will go further with emergeney
work and at whieh we should discuse the agenda for a long
meeting; 2, a meeting to oecupy several days, to be held
perhape at Hotel Norwieh, Norwieh, Conn. and to permit us
to go theroughly ober the entire problem that eonfronts us
in view of the many changes sinee our last meeting.

It is antieipated that the membership of the Committee
will begin to retate off, but we should get together for a
therough diseussion before sueh retation takes plaece.

Rebert C. Binkle{//'
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efiadditional desirsble quslificstion), snd, above all,
e moderty 2nd capacity to be sgreesble which wust be count
e workeres welcom n the record offices,

nat
,ed uoon
I have used in 1% counties of southern Illindis a guide to
The County Archivee of the Stste of Illinois, edited by Theodore C. Pease
for the Illinoie Historical Library, and I have found therein exceedingly
few errors., The field work for tuat volume, so far ae I know, was prepared
by persgns without treining in law. I ar guite sure that euch treining ie
unnecesesry, provided the workere posrese the other qualificatlone above
mentioned., But it ereeme evident toc me that in the case of s nation-wide
enterprice it ie highly desireble, and perhaps indispeneable, that there
ehould be and exvert etaff for supervision snd coordin=tion. It if
exvencee of thie staff- the salaries of the dlrector and of hie trav
aesietante 2nd ruch honoraria a2e might eeem due to reprecentatives oI
Public Archives Commiseion and of etste archive cormiesione who partici-
pete sctively in advancing the erprise-wnich the ACLS =2nd SSRC would

be =nasked to bear.
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THE LAW SCHOOL

Herbert F. Goodrich, Dean January 13, 1934.

Professor Solon J. Bueck,
4360 Center Avenue,
Pittsburgh, Pa.

My dear Mr. Buck:

There is reason to believe that it may be possible to
initiate under the CWA a nation-wide survey of county archives,
where sucih do not already exist, and that the Social Science Re-
search Council and the American Cocuncil of Learned Societies might
be induced to bear the expense of expert direction thereof, the
CWA being asked to bear the costs of the materials and of the aec-
tual work on the records. Conyers Read and myself have sgreed
upon & general plan as a basis of discussion.

This involves: (1) & general Director, who (2) would
consult, both in the initial plans and subsequent progress of the
undertaking with the Public Archives Commission of the American
Historical Association; (3) the active cooperation of local archive
commissions or state libraries in all states where such are judged
to be efficient and are also interested in the enterprise; (4) sev-
eral treveling assistents of the Director, who would seek to secure
uniformity, accuracy, and completeness in the inventories; and (5)
above all, as careful a selection of those who actually prepare the
inventories as the conditions inherent in the operation of the CWA
will possibly permit.

This lest is probably the point of greatest danger, and
of greatest importance. It would seem that it should be possible
to secure workers fairly well educated and intelligent; and that
no special training would be necessary (though treining in law, pol-
iticel science, or history would be desirable additional qualifica-
tions). But it does seem absolutely essential that every field-
worker should possess that reasonable modesty and that capacity to
be agreeable which remove irritations and would insure the friendly
tolerance, and to some extent the aid, of county officials. Mr. Coy's
guide to The County Archives of California is one of the two guides
of that nature which are regarded as models. Mr. Pease's correspond-
ing guide to The County Archives of the State of Illinois was, so
far as I know, not prepared by workers trained in law; but in using




Professor Solon J. Buck January 13, 1934.

it in some 14 counties of that State I discovered in it very few
errors of description, -~ and I have always assumed that this was
because the field-workers received the a2id, when needed, of the
record custodians. I do not know what qualifications Mr. Coy's
field-workers hawl, but I assume that the opinion above expressed
as to the essential qualificstions is probably correct.

With apologies for the trouble to which I put you, but
assuring you that your advice is regarded by us as indispenssble,
and hoping that your general interest in the subject will insure
me & full pardon, I venture to ask of you two favors. The first
is, that you give me your perfectly frank opinion of the acceptabil-
ity and feasibility of the general plan above suggested. The second
is, if you deem the plan desirable and feasible, that you be so good
as to indicate in considerable detail the alterations therein or
additions thereto which you think desirable.

Sincerely yours,

%@a&l« // ﬁé—rck
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THE UNION LIBRARY CATALOGUE
OF THE METROPOLITAN AREA OF PHILADELPHIA

Temporary Headquarters
301 South 17th Street
Philadelphia

I5 January 1934
Professor Solon J. Buck
- 4360 Center Avenue
Pittsburg, Pennsylvania.
Dear Buck:
A group of us in Philadelphia working in collaboration
with Ernest Kletsch, director of the Union Catalogue of the Library

of Congress, have formulated a plan for a Union Catalogue of Libraries

in the Phiﬁyhelphia Metropolitan Area.

In the original plean for the coordination of library re-
sources in America it was intended that there should be a great Union
Catalogue at Washington and regional Union Catalogues throughout the
country. Thus far only the central union catglogue at Washington has
beem realized. No concerted effort has been made to develop the Re-
gional Union Catalogue part of the plan, though something has been
~done in Chicago by the cooperation of the Newberry, the John Crerar
and the University of Chicago Libraries.

The need for regional Union Catalogues in a particular
area vsries of course with the character of library faeilities. For
example, there is relatively little need for one around Boston with
the Harvard Library close at hand. In Philadelphia we have no one
great library, though our library resources (scattered through some
fifty separate collections) are very great. Mr. Kletsch feels, and we
agree, that Philadelphia is the idealplace for advancing this Regional
Union Catalogue plan. It will be of great benefit to scholars locally

as you can imagine, and we intend that it shall form an integral part




THE UNION LIBRARY CATALOGUE
OF THE METROPOLITAN AREA OF PHILADELPHIA
el

Temporary Headquarters
301 South 17th Street
Of the Ila'ti 0118.1 pl&n . Philadelphia

We have in Philadelphia an enth?usiastic committee,
but we lack the resources to finance the plan. Exactly how we are
going to raise the money we do not yet know. We hope for considerable
assistance from the Foundations perhaps through the good offices of
the Social Science Research Council and the American Council of Learned
Societies. On that account we are particularly anxious to enlist the
support of the Joint Committee on liaterials for Research. If you did
no more than endorse the plan and send it back to the S.S.R.C. and
the A.C.L.S5S. with strong approving recommendations it would be enor-
mously helpful.

I think you know me well enough to know that I would not
be putting the time and effort on it I am putting if I did not believe
that its realization would be of great value not only to the advance-
ment of learning in this neighborhood, but also to the integration of
our library resources throughout the country. Please consider it care-
fully and support it vigorously.

Yours sincerely,

P. S. The plan is sponsored by the American Histo al Association

and endorsed by the University of Pennsylvania, Brym Mawr College,
Swarthmore College, Haverford College, and virtually every institution
of learning and every library in the Philadelphia Metrepolitan area.
The best thing about it is that it will serve equally the needs of

scholars in every field of work.




A PROJECT FOR A COMPLETE UNION CATALOGUE

OF THE LIBRARIES OF THE PHILADELPHIA AREA

In all the United States there are probably few areas richer in library
resources than Philadelphia, nor one where these resources are less readily access-
ible to scholars. There is here no single library comparable to the Library of
Congress in Washington, or to the Public Libraries of New York or Boston, or to
Harvard University Library. But there are at least fifty libraries of importance,
comprising a vast wealth of books. These libraries are scattered throughout the
city and its environs.

The aim of the Union Library Committee is to list the contents of these
libraries in one great Union Catalogue, thus making it possible for the student of

any subject whatsoever to consult one catalogue and find where the boocks he needs

are located.

The scope of the project is unlimited; it will benefit students in every
subject, from biology to literature, from medicine to the law.

The plan for the Union Library Catalogue is as follows. We propose, by
means of the "Dexograph", the most recently developed machine in photostatography,
to reproduce the cards of the various libraries. By using this high-speed camera
we are assured of absolute accuracy in duplicating cards, and minimum disturbance
to library organizations, as the camera can be set up in a small space in each
library, and the cards will only be removed from their cabinets for a few minutes.
With this machine we can reproduce about 1800 cards per hour, at a cost of probably
less than two cents a card.

Once the library cards have been reproduced, the copies will be brought to
e central workshop, the home of the Catalogue, and checked against the cards of
other libraries. Hence, on the card of each book will appear symbols to show where

that book may be found.




The advantages of this plan to the student are obvious. There are also
many benefits for the librarian. It will help in aveiding unnecessary duplication.
It will show where gaps exist in present collections, and it will relieve pressure
on now over-crowded libraries.

The University of Pennsylvenia would seem to be the obvious place for the
Catalogue, as its library is by far the largest in the Philadelphia area. But,
since eventually it may not be necessary to consult the catalogue in person, but

will be possible by telephone to locate the book or books needed, the University is

not of necessity the place for it. Other possible alternatives are the American

Philosophical Society, the Franklin Institute, the Free Library, or even perhaps a
building of our own.,

First of all it will be necessary to get a director; one who is experienced
in administration as well as library work. This director will have to determine,
after the work is organized, what will be required by way of staff. There will be
need for experienced librarians, as well as purely mechanical workers. In this
connection we are remarkably fortunate in having the advice and cooperation of Mr,
Ernest Kletsch, Director of the great Union Catalogue of the Library of Congress,
who has generously placed his time and his wide experience at our disposal, and has
offered to lend us expert members of his own staff to assist us in getting our

project under way.

" Of course this project is a continuing enterprise. Our big initial job is
to get it started; after that is done it must be continually added to, in order
that it may not beoome obsolete.

It is impossible to make an accurate estimate of the funds cr of the time

that will be necessary to complete the work. The committee feels that $100,000 for

the main project and $7500 a year for its continuation should be adequate.




e85

We do not intend to make a plea nor a drive for funds at present. We in-
vite your criticisms and suggestions. We believe that this project will be real-
ized, if not this year then next. Its greatest source of strength will be the
interest and nooperation of all users of books. Until it is realized Philadelphia
will remain in all Americe a center richest in books and yet most difficult for the

scholar. It is a condition which does us no credit, and cries out for a remedy.

HERMAN V., AMES WILLIAM E. LUNT
TROYER S. ANDERSON CONYERS READ
EVELYN PLUMMER BRAUN LAURENCE SAUNDERS

BEATRICE FOX GRIFFITH PAUL VANDERBILT

C. W, DAVID, Chairman













A PROJECT ¥OR A COMPLRETE UNION CATALOGUE

OF THE LIBRARIRS OF THF FHILADELPHIA AREA

In 211 the United States there are probably few areas richer in
library resources than Philadelphis, nor one where these resources are less
readily accessible to scholars. There is here no single library comparable

to the Library of Congress in Washimgton, or te the Public Lidraries of New

York or Boston, or to Harverd Umiversity Library. But there are at lesst

fifty libdraries of importance, comprising a vast wealth of books. These
1libraries are scattered throusheut the city and ite environs.

The aim of the Union Library Committee ies to list the contents of
these libraries in one great Union Catalogue, thus making it possible for the
student of any subject whatsoever to consult one catalogue and find where the
books he needs are located,

The secope of the project is unlimited: it will benefit students in
every subject, from biolozy to literature, from medicine to the law.

The plan for the Union Library Catalogue is as follows. We propose,
by means of the "Dexograph,” the most recently developed machine in photostato-
graphy, to reproduce the cards of the various libraries. By using this high-
speed eamera we are assured of absolute accuracy in dupliecatine cards, and mini-
mam disturdbance to library organizations, 2s the camera can be set up in 2
small space in each library, snd the carde will only be removed from their cabi-
nets for & few minutes, With this machine we can revroduce about 1800 carde
per hour, at a cost of probably less than two cents 2 card.

Once the 1ibrary carde have been reproduced, the coples will be brought
to a central workshop, the home of the Catalogue, and checked szainst the.-eards
of other libraries. WHence, on the card of each boolk will avpear symbole to

show where that book may be found.
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The advantsges of this plan to the student are obvious., There are
glgo many benefits for the lidbrarisn, It will help in svolding unnecessery
duplication. It will ghow wvhers gepe exist in pressent gollections, and it will
relieve pressure on now over-crowded libreries.

The University of Peneylvania would geen to be the obvious plege for
the Coatalogue, as itz library is by far the largest in the Philesdelphis area,

But, since sventus!ly it may mot be necesesary to gonsult the catalosue in

person, but will be poseibls by te1eﬂhpn~ to locats the book or books nesded,

the University is not of megessity the nlace for it. Other possidle alterna-
tives are the Avericen Philosophicel Soclety, the Franklina Institute, the Free
Library, or even verhaps & bullding of our own.

First of a1l 1t will be necessary to get a director: one whoe is sx-
perienced in edministration as we)l as librery wvork., This dirsctor will have
to determine, after the work ig orgenized, what wi'l be required by war of
staff., There will be need for sxperienced librarians, as well as purely
mechanical workers. In this connection we are remaricably fnﬁz)unatg in having
the advice and cooperstion of ¥r, FPraest Klstach, Diregtor of the great Unien
Catnlogus of the Library of Congress, who has generously placed his time and
his wide experience at our disposal, and hae offéred to lend us exvert members
f ‘hig owm staff to aselst us 1n getting our project under way,

Of course this profect 1s & contiming entervrigse. Our big inkial Job
ie to get 1t started; after that iy done 1t must be contimially added to, in
order that 1t may not bacoms obsplete.

It 1s imponsible to make sn sccurate ectimate of the funds or of the
time thet will be necessary to completa the work, The committes feals that
$100,000 for the main preject and $7500 » year for its contimation should be

adequate,




‘3-

ffe do not intend to méke a ples nor & drive for funds at present. Ve

invite your eriticlems and suggestions. Ve believe that this project will be

regl 1735}' if nst this vear then naxt. ite srentest source of strenzth w111 be

the interest and ccoperation of all users of books. Until it is reallzed
hiladelrhie will remain in 81l Awsrica a center richest in books and yet most
difficnlt for the scholsr. It is a condition which does us mo credit, and cries
out for & remedy.

Herman V, Ames 111iam ¥, Tunt

Troyver €. Anderson Conyers Nead

Fvelyn Plummsr Braun Laursnce Spunders

Beatrice Pox Grifflith Peul Vanderbilt

W. David, Chairmen




A PROJECT WOR A COMPLETR UNION CATALOGUE

OF THT LIBRARI¥S OF THE PRILADELPHIA AREA

In 811 the United States there are vrobably few sreas richer in

1ibrary resources than Philadelphia, nor one where theee resources are less

readily accessible to scholars. There i2 here no single library comparable

to the Library of Congreses in Washimgton, or to the Public Libraries of New
York or Boston, or to Harvard University Lidrary. But there are at least
fifty libdrarises of importance, comprising » vast wealth of books., These
litraries are seattered throughout the clity and ite envirens.

The ain of the Union Lidrary Committes 1e to 1ist the contents of
these libraries in one great Union (Cetalegue, thus making £t porsibls for the
student of any subject whatsosver fto coneult one catalomue and find where the
books he nesds sare located.

The scops of the project is unlimited: it will bensfit students 4in
svery subject, from blology %o literaturs, from medicine to the law.

The plan for the Unieom Libhrary Catalogue is as follows. Ve propose,
by means of the “"Dexogravh,® the most recently develored machine in photostate-
graphy, to reproduce the cards of the various libraries. By using this highe
peed camers we ars sssured of absolute acouracy in duplieatine gerds, and minie
mom disturbancs to librsry orgenizations, s the camers can be sst upn in 2
small spece in each 1ibrary, and the eards will only be removed from their cabi-
nets for & few mimtes, ¥With this machine wes can revroduce absut 1800 cards
par hour, at 2 cost of probably less than two cents = card,

Onece the 1ibrary carde have baen reproduced, the coples will bhe hrousht
to a central workshop, the home of the Catnlogue, and checked srainst ths cards
of other 1ibraries. Tence, on the ecard of each book will avnsar gymbole %o

ghow where that beok may be found,




The sdvantspss of thie plan %o the atudent are obvions. There ars
slao many benefits for the 1ibrarisn. It will help in avolding umnscessary
duplication. It will ghow whiere saps exiat in present collsetions, snd 1t will
relieve pressurs oh now ovar-growdsd libraries.

Yhe Univergity of Pernsylvenis would gesn S0 Be the obvious pleace for
the Cotalogne, se it 1ibrery is by Tar the largest in the Philadelnhis area,
Put, since eventus'ly 1t sy not be necssanyy 6 gongult the gatnlosus 1in
parson, but will bs vossible by telephosis to loaate the Book ¢ booke qa,,_‘g,_.ﬂ_.

1Lty is not of nagessity the slace fay 1t.. Other poessitls alternn.

e

tives are ths Avericen Thilesophicsl Soclety, the Franklin Institute

e
s the Fres
Ltrary, or sven perhare o building of sty own,
First of 211 1t will Ye neceasary to gat a divsotor: one wie
periancged in administretion ns well as 1ibrary work, This dirsctor w

to detearmine, after the work is orzeanized, vhat 1)1 be required dy way

stall. There will be need for exverienced 1ibrarians, se¢ well ss sursly

meghanical workers. In this commetion we ars remarkshly fn?:)unﬁt, in havine

the advice and eooperntion of M, Tranest Kletsoh, Director of the great Union
Catmlogus of the Library of Cengress, who has generously placed his tims and
¢ wide experienge 2% our digvosal, ond hae offersd to lend ne sxpert members
{ his nwn etallf %o asciet v n getting our project unisy way
OFf cauras this vraject ie & contimuing saternrise. Our big iwkinl fod
19 %o get 1t started: after that is done it must be contimually added te, in
order that {% may not becooe obsolsts.
It 18 impossible te mebe an Aceurste estimats of the funds sy of the
ime that will be necessary to govplete the work, The committes feels that
malin project and 47500 & yanr for {ts eontimation sheuld Y

sdeoquste,




fs 4o not intend to nelke 2 ples nor & drive for

invite your criticlems and suzgeetions. We Delisve that this vroject will be
raplized, 1f not this yesr then next, Its grastest source of stremgth will de
the intersst and cooverstion of all users of boeks, Until 1t ig realiszed
'hiladelshia will remain in 811 Aseriea a genter richest in books and yet most
11ffieult for the scholar. It is & condition which doss us no credit, end crise
cut for a remsly.

Herman V. Ames ¥illism B, Iunt

Troyer €. Anderson Conyers Reod

velyn Plusmer Praun Lanrencs Saundisrs
Bsatrice Pox Griffith Penl Vanderbilt

G W, David, Chelrman




CONPLETE UNION CATALOM

P THE PHILADELIHIA ARRA

In 211 the Unlted “tates there ars probadbly few aresas richer in
1ibrary resources then Philadslphia, nor one where these resources ars less
readily scéessible to scholara., Thers iz hare ne single library coumarsbles
to the Library of Congress in Waghington, or $o the Public Idbraries of New

York or Poston, or to Hervard University Library. DPut thars are at lesst

fifty 1idbrerien of inportence, comprising 2 vest weanlth of boocks, Thane

librarien nre scatterad throughout the ¢ity and 1te snvirons,

The aim of the Tnjion Lidbrary Copmittes i to list the contents of
these libraries in one grest Union Catalopus, thus saking it poessible for the
student of any subject whatlsoever to gonsult one cantalogue and Tind vhare the
boolcs he needs are located.

ihe seops of the oroject is unlimited b w benefit students in
every subject, from bielosy to literature, Trom medicine to the law,

The plan for the Unlon TLibrary (atalozue {8 2s follows. ie propose,
by means of the "Devezraph," the most recently develored machine in thotostatos
graphy,; to repreoduce the gavds of the various libraries. ¥y using this hishe
spasd ¢cemers we are sssursd of nbsolute adeursey in duplicating cards, and sinle
van disturbencs to 1ibrery orgsnizations, e¢ the comers can be ast up in 2
emall epece in sach library, snd the csvde will only be removed fyom thelr coble
nets for o few minutes, Vith this machine we gan reproduce about 1800 carde
per hour, At & gort of probably lesg then two cents & card

Ones the 11brary carde have been reproduged,
te a central warkshop, the Home of th
of othar 1ibraries, Mence, on the

show whers that beok may be found,
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Janusry 15, 1934
Prof, Robert C. Binkley,
Tliora Stone Mather College,
Vestern Regerve University,
Cleveland, Okio

Dear Binkleys

Your telegram was left at my office Saturday shortly after I
left for lunch, Fortunately, I returmed late in the afterncom and
found it. ! hope that my reply reached you. If I had knowmyour
home address, I should have sent it there. I am scheduled to give
a talk before & club here tomorrow night, which explains why I could
not attend a Tuesday wmseting,

Your letter of the 12th enclosing the letter frot Philbrick
arrived this morning. I am much inpressed by the possibilities of
the project and hope thet it can be put over, It oceurs to me that
Dr, C. W. @arrison, Archivist of the Pennsylvania State Library, who
is having very intensive experience organizing and administering the
suarvey in Pemmeylvania should be called in comsultation on the
national project. The Pennsylvania project, as you may know, is
considerably broader than archives. It is supposed to be a survey and
inventory of all availsble materials relating to the history of
Penneylvania, We have about ten people working in this county and
expect to add more, i

1f the Joint Committee is to hold a meeting of several days, I
hope that it will not be before March and I think it might be best to
postrone it untll June,

1 am hoping to receive soon & copy of your book on Methods of
Reproduction. ;

Sincerely yours,

Solon J, Buck




Western Reserve University
Cleveland, Ohio
January 16, 1934

Professor Selon J. Buek
Western Pennsylvania Historical Survey
Pittsburgh, Pa.

Dear Buck:

Eugene Power of Edwards Brothers has just been down here
and we have gone over several projects tc be launched on an ex-
perimental basis with the Publishing Service this spring. 1Is
there anything that you eould suggest, either a reprint of an eold
travel book of acknowledgged rarity, or something coming out from
the Historical Seciety group that ought teo go into the hepper
on this occasion?

Sinecerely yours,

)2 ,__,/(/,f ! ‘L{\.u,/{@.
i f

__)' Ve e A.{%_,‘







Western Reserve University
Cleveland, Ohio
January 16 1934

Professor Solon J. Buck
Western Pennsylvania Historical Survey
Pittsburgh, Pa.

Dear Buck:

To try to get ameeting that everyone can attend ie like
playing thet childrent's game of pige in clover. I hoped I could
stage such a meeting before Leland had hie ACLS conference, but
I am afraid it can®'t be done and I see now no chance of a meeting
BPefore the 29,30, and 31 of January. But in the meantime, the
project of fuether utilization of CWA money or Public Works money
by means of some primer to be provided by the Council should be
prepared for rapid decision. Iaam, therefore, writing to you to
gee whether you and Conyers Read could not make such preparation.
The letter I sent you from Mr. Philbrick indicates the starting
point.

What is the next step? Twe possibilities are open. We
could go further with the kind of organizing that Mayer has already
done, ask for more money and send agents through the country to
meet the political problem in forty-seven states, and seek to set
up forty-seven correlated projects. This would require a primer
from the Council. It might be worth it if necessary. The few
hundred dollars we've spent so far has probably put 2,000 people
to work on materials for research. Further investments of this
kind may be in point. That must be decided.

But there is another possibility which would be much simpler
if it could be realized. That would be to have a national govern-
ment department assume responsibility for the survey. The posesible
point at which a national department might recognize its own interest
are listed in part in Mr. Philbrick's letter. It seems to me that
they could well go further. For example, the storage of archives
is a problem of buildings, end therefore comee legitimately under the
PWNA and the Department of Interior. It might even be tied in with
the building census and survey now under way. The building involved
ie public building, something of the first impotrtance in connection
with the Administration's policy; therefore, if the Department of
Interior could be induced to tie up an archive survey with its sur-
vey of building needs, a great step forward will have,peen made.

We should not neglect the fact that sooner or 1ate¥*have to reckon
with the reality of the problem of cubic footage in" the storage of
archives. That would be one plan to give the project. Another
one is the War Department connection. Dr. Mayer has been in touch
with Walter Read, consulting mining engineer for the Deaprtment
of Interior, and Mr. Mitchell, librarian for the Geologieal Survey

Library, also Department of Interior. He thinks that these men




“Pu

will guide us most quickly through the officialdom of the Interior
Department. This is the set-up which will get us by far the best
resulte. If we flind this does not go through, we ought to consider
trying to get funds to ecoordinate the work unofficially. Fast ac-
tion is necessary in any case. 8ince I can't get the Committee
meeting in time, would it not be well for you and me amd Resd and
Conyers Read and Lieutenant-Colonel Scammell to get together and
start things right away? I propose, therefore, that we meet in
Washington next Teesday morning. I am sending a copy of this letter
to Read. We may find that Coleman will be useful to us. I am ask-
ing Read to make an arrangement to meet Lieutenant-Colonel Scammell
and we will get the ground prepared.

Sincerely,

:,r :{/LJ (b { 3JMJJ{Q ?

RCB/FT Robert C. Binkley
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January 16, 1934

Mr, Guy E. Vitchell
Geological Survey Library
Department of Interior
“eshington, D.C,.

Degr ¥r
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Janusry 17, 1934
Prof ., Robert C. Binkley,
Flors Stone Mather College,
Vestern Reserve University,
Cleveland, Chio

Desr Binkley:

I have jJust received your Swo letters of Jamuiry 16, I shall try to
think up something to experiment with in the publishing service and write
you sbout it in the nesr future.

I au gending you herewith a cooy of a letter that I have just written to
Fhilbrick with reference to the proposed archives survey. I am very strongly
of theopinion that a national sarvey, carefully plammed in advance, would be
the most desirables thing if it cen be arranged. Otherwige, I think we should
keep on with the 'Orsc of prolr.vung state and local surveys. I am willing to
do what I ocan along the line of sdvice and suggestions but I cannot take the
rornnsiui ity of mncm.g out the plan, either alone or with someone else,
for I am almost smothered with work and responsibility alresdy. It seems to
we thet Meyer snd Philbrick are the proper persons to do $hem, Ko |

It would be imoossidle for me %o attend a meeting on the 29th, 30th and
3lst, or any of those days. The annual mecting of our Society is on the 30th,
end the final examinations of the course I am teaching in the University comes
the same day, with the report of grade®dus the following day. I could attend
& meeting the latter part of that week or the first part of the following week,
I ocsn, also, if necessary go to Washington for a meeting next Tuesday dut, if
1 do, thet will mean four nights in succession on sleepers, for I have to be
in Pittsburgh on Wednesday and in Harrisburg on Thursdsy. If the meeting in
Washington could be held on Triday, I could go down from Harrisburg Thursday
night. The Peunnsylvania Federation of Historical Societies and ths exzecutive
council of the new Pemnsylvania Historical Associstion are weeting in Harrisburg
on Thursday of next week,

iset me imow as soon as it is deterwined just when and where the meeting is to
be held,

S8incerely yours,

Solon J. Buck




Jsnuary 17, 1934
Prof, Francis 8. Fhilbrick,
Lew School, University of Pennsylvanis,
Philadelphis, Pennsylvania

Dear Mr,Philbrickt

I have read with great interest your letter of January 13 and also & copy
of your letter of January 11 o Binkley, which he sent to me., I am keenly
interested in the project for & nation-wide survey of archives and 1 very much
hone that it ean be organised., It seems to me that your plam is & very logieal
one and I have 1little to suggest. I think it iuportant, however, that the pluns
for the project be worked out in as pmch detail as possible in advance of the
actual beginning of woric. It occurs to me that 1t might be well to designate
{t as an archives survey without restricting it to county or any specific type
of archives. It would them be pessible, if time permitted, to do some work in
the state archives and in municipal archives, as well as in the counly archives,

I quite agree with you that men without legal training can make adequate
inventories of srchives if they are intelligent and are properly superviged sm
{nstructed. We are getting excellent results in the survey of the county and
municipal erchives here, which is being carried out wnder our direction as part
of the State Library project. MNost of the workers have been graduate students
in history or political selence. I was gratified by your comments on the
f1linois volume, fot it happens that I made the plans for that volume snd
inventoried myself the archives of a number of the southern Illinois counties,

Doubtless you heard the paper by Dr, Newsome at the meeting in Chicago on

the archives of the post-Colonial period. A copy of this paper has been send

tc me by the editor of the Mississippl Valley Historical Review, who is coneider-
ng publishing it, and I have just read it, If you heard i% or have read it,

you will realize that there remains considerable work to be done on the state
archives. In fact, I think that there is more than the paper indicstes because
most of the reports by the public archives commission are very much out of date.
Not only have additional archives been created but the arrangement and distribu
tion of the older archives have been changed in many instances.

I would suggest that the project ought to make provision for a number of
resesrch workers in addition $o the men who would meke the inventory. 1In each
state a study should be made of the legislation, past snd present, with reference
to archives and some study of the development of state and local governmental
agencies would probably slso be necessary or at least desirable. A preliminary study
that would indicate the present situstion with reference to archives im ezéh
state covering in detail Jjurisdiction, legislation, extent and tepwidowy of |
available reports, smd other informstion, etc., would be very helpful., I trie
several years ago to get the public archives commission tohave such a report
prepared by co-operative effort but, it was impossible to get the funds for it,




Prof. Francis S. Philbrick 2 : Jemuary 17, 1934

Doubtless Binkley has written to you that he is endeavoring to arrange a
meeting of the Joint Committee $o consider Shis project. I shall attend the meeting
if it is possible for me to do so.

I was sorry to be unable to attend the meeting in Chicago. I understand thet the
Mmerican Legal History Socliety vas established and I suppose that I will receive
informat ion about it in the course of time,

Singerely yours,

Solon J, Buck




4338 Bigelow Boulevard,
Pitteburgh, Pa,

January 18,1934
Professor Conyers Read,
301 South 17th Street, _
Fhiladelohia, Peonsylvania

Dear Read}

I have read with much interest your letter of January 15th and the sccompany~
ing project for a complete Union Catalogue of the 1idbraries of the Philadelphis
area, It has long been my opinion that sa enterpriees of this sort would be very
valuable for the promotion of Awericen scholarship and would in the end result
in a saving of money to the insiitutiony I ean assure you, therefore, that the
project will receive ‘my support snd eporoval whem and if it comes before the
Joint Comnmittee. There bhas been some gquestion abous the proeper procedure for tie
handling of such matters by the Joint Committee and I think you had better
corresvond with Binkley, the chairman, a&bout it. The prosedure used to be for
projects to be submitted to one or the other or both of the councils and then
referred by them to the Joint Conmittee for considerstiocn and recommendation.
Presupably, & fairly definite budget will have to be worked out in advance,

You might be interested to know that the Carnsgie Library of Pittsburgh, using
CWA workers, is making @ Union catalogue of Aliegheny County material in the
principal libraries of Pitteburgh and may extend this to cover a larger ares.

I decided at the lasst moment that it was more important for me to get some work
done here than %o attend the meeting in Urbana, wuch as I wented to soe my old
friends at the University of Illinois. As & result I got ia seversl days work on
the Travel Bibliography. I au gratified, of course,thst the AHA made the requested
appropriati-n for the Bibliography. Mies Kane and I will do everything in ow '
power to push the work alomg while the money lasts.

Sincerely youre,

Solon J, Byck
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Western Reserve University
Cleveland, Ohio
January 19, 1934

Professor Solon J. Buck

Wecetern Pennsylvania Historical Survey
Historical Building

Pittsburgh, Pa.

Dear Buck:

It now seems that a meeting of Coleman, Conyers Read,
Philbrick, yourself, Jameson, and possibly Garrison will take
place at the Cosmos Club, Washington, D.C., Tuesday morning,
January 23, at nine-thirty. We will there pool our thought on
the problem of the national archives survey, separate to confer
with such government officials as may it may be advisable to meet,
return to decide upon a policy. I certainly hope you will be
there.

Sincerely,

A ) "
.2’,.'/7?4( / Y 1 ) Dz e t” ¢

RCB/FT

i
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WESTERN PENNSYIVARIA HISTORICAL.SURVYET
"

4328 Bigelow Boulevard Pitteburg:,

Dear Binkley:

I received your telegrap yeelordsy and

I su plaaning to

‘®0 to Washington Monday alght. I take it that Jameson®s

office means the Diviel:
Congress .

puseripts in the Iidrary of

Singerely yours,
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THE COLLEGE

History
1934,
Professor Solon J. Buck,
Western Pennsylvania Historical Society,

Historical Building, Pittsburgh, Pa.

Dear Professor PRuck:

Enclosed is the draft proposal, drawn up at the Cosmos Club, for a national
survey of local archives to be undertaken by the Office of National Parks, Buildings
and Reservations of the Department of Interior. Your comments upon this draft
will be very helpful in its revision.

May I also assure you that I enjoyed making your acquaintance.

v 4+ 1
Very respectfully,




MEMORANDIJM ON A PROPCSED NATIONAL SURVEY OF LOCAL ARCHIVES:

8

Part T: Proposed Program

The national survey of local archives would comprehend a brief, exact,
and definite account of the body of documents in the possession of cac? cournty
offices It wculd describe the various groups or classes of documents in the

manner indicated by the specimen pages from the Somerset County, Pa. Suwvey,
which are enclosed. :

Cne of the simplest groups of documents, for example, are a set of record
books wherein are transcribed or recorded the deeds entered ;n the Recorder's
Office. A description of this class would embrace the inclusive dstes of
these volumes, their number, with an indication of such gaps as might occur,
and a statement as to the indices and as to other pertinent information which
might be contained in the deeds, such as transcripts of mortgsges, books, in-
dentures of servants, etec.

of records, which are
ers, deductions as to
or, whose functions will

From this illustration from the simplest class
generally in a better state of preservation than th
the general method can easily be drawn., A4 state di
be set forth in part II of the memorandum, would c ly prepare a mimeo-
graphed form for each county office, listing each of records as deter-
mined by & knowledge of legal processes end practicmL ubservaiion. In some
county offices the list wil short end obvious; in others, such as in that
of the clerk of civil c s, long =nd complicated. &ll bodies of meterials
would be covered, i igd papers, such as wills, fiscel records
of administrators, pape ases, etc. For some groups many notes and ex-
planations would be necessary, especiclly for the older records, made before
fcrmu and legsl processes were fixed by modern systems. Classes of records
without a modern continuation or counterpart would be listed on extra sheets,
in case it hes been impossible to provide #n entry on the standardized form.
the bulk of papers would be meansured by the number of file containers or

bundles.

th
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u
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The variety of organization and legal procedure from county to county
would be dealt with intelligently by each state director, who should endeavor
to make the survey fit each county, though stendardizing wherever possible.
Mcreover, the condition of each county archive would be summerized by a genercl
form, with entries for data on the equipment, the care of the records, and
the possible future needs,

The county would receive copies of the fin:l reports on its erchives,
the state would receive reports on the archives of all the counties, und an
inclusive report would be submitted to the Library ofCongress.

Part II:; Proposed Qrpanization:

A. As a 2-Months Project:

T. A nationa)l director, whose functions would be to plan the pro-
ject as & whole, to select the director for each state ond
territory, to supervise end correlate the work, and to allocete
the funds therefor, as it progresses.




State directors, to be selected by the national director in con-
ference with the Public Archives Commission of the American
Historical Association. 1In most of the states ¢ state librarian,
historian or archivist would be aveilszble for the position, whose
services could be obtained without compensation, glthough funds
should be provided for the consecuent zdditionsl expenses of his
office. The functions of the stete directors would be the pre-
paration of proper forms for the description of the urchives,
the selection of traveling supervisors w:nd other field workers,
the preliminary instruction of the traveling supervisors, the
revision and the editing of the inventories, the preparstion of
copies of these for deposit in the county, in the state, :nd

in the Library of Congress.

Traveling supervisors, one for each group of five to ten counties.
Their functions would be to essist in selecting the county
workers, to instruct them in their duties, ¢nd to supervise

their work., 1In small counties, or where no competent workers sre
available, the supervisors mcy themselves preprre the inventories.

County workers, one or more for each county as circumstences
indicnt e,

Assisteants, one resesrch worker, one st enogroepher, typists wund
other cleric:l workers in the office of the state director. The
function of the research worker would be to study the history

of legislation and procedure with reference to locel administrition
with & view to assisting in the preparction of forms cnd the in-
terpretation of the reports. For example, sbrupt beginnings or
terminations of record series, snd geps therein, sre often ex-
plainable by the history of the state departments or of county
creations &nd reorgenizctions.

As_a 12-Months Project:

This plan is the same as A except thet in plice of IXII end IV of thet
plan there would be one group of tr:veling workers, who would receive
their training by intensive work in the archives of one typicetl county,
An averege of four workers per stute is deemed sufficient.

Part ITII: Results:

A. A stimulstion of locel history studies. The county archives are in-
valuable to students of socicl, economic, legal #nd governmentzl his-
tory..A survey would meke known the miteriels for research which they

ccntain.,

A preservetion of locel archivel material., Lend titles, deeds, wills,
and tax records are of such obvious velue for current administrstive
purposes that generally their preservetion is assured. However, oc-
casionally loose papers are discarded without en sppraisement of their
legal or historical velue, and frequently the metericls are badly




stored and ill administered. A survey would reveal the vilue of the
mgterials and the iciencies in their care, and thus should lecd to
a prevention of heedless destruction,

An improvement in the archiv-l practices o ¢l government
units. By presenting data on the bulk snd the ype of metericl the
survey would mike possible scientific mmend: tions for reducing the
bulk of future materinls and for destroying certuin types of muterials.
loreover, by presenting estimsfes of availsble space, the survey would
indicate future building nceds.




Jenuary 27,19034.

Professor Robert C. Binkley,
Western Hdeserve University,
Cleveland, VUhio,

Ky dear ¥Mr. Binkley:-

I recelved yesierday afterncon from Mr. Shellenberg two
copies of the dralft memorandum prepared in Washington, and am send-
ing one of these to Lieutenant-Colonel Scammell, Not knowing whether
I should send this letter to Cleveland or to Mr. Shellenberg I have
tried to get him on the telephone, but have been unsuscessful; I
therefore send the letter to you in Cleveland.

On the first page of the memorandum there are slight errors
of form which will be attended to as a matter of course - the first
line of the second paragraph should reed "is a set", a capital letter

should begin the line next to the l&st in the third paragraph, and

in the fourth paragraph it would seem that "variation ... from county
to county"” would be better than "veriety".fAs regards matters of
substance, I do not know what may be the meaning of the word "books"™
in next to the last line of the second paragraph. On the second
page,under Roman V, it seems to me that the word "asslstants” might
be understood as merely explained by the matter which follows; where~
as 1t was the opinion of Mr. Garrison and others that there should
be, in sddition to the research worker and others mentioned, two or
more aAssistant Directors. I recommend that you substitute for the
word "essistants" the words "two assistant directors".#0n the third
page of the memorandum I am much dissatisflied with paragraph "C",

for two reasons. The first reeason is, that in my opinion it is ex-
¢eedingly undesirable to suggest in the plan of a nation-wide survey
of archives that we contemplate the feasibility and desirability of
"destroying certain types of materiels™. You know how vast has been
the destruction in the pest, and how great 1s the continuing destrue-
tion, of non-official historical records. Precisely the same destruc
tion is progressing in the county archives. I know a county in
Illinois where a ditoh was dug a few years ago and into it were put
two large wagon loads of records. I know another ocounty in which
many records were destroyed inocluding chaltel mortgage records; al-
though fortunately, as a means of impressing upon the minds orf the
custodians the error of that act they received shortly afterward from
Washington a questionnaire which required the careful use of the
recorde which they had Jjust destroyed. 1 know many other instances
in the county offices of Southern Illincvis. It 1is true that some
records might doubtleses be wisely destroyed; but the custodians ere
only too prompt to desiroy these and to destroy other papers with




Professor Robert G. Binkley January 27, 19%4.

them. I think it is exceedingly unwise to suggest in our plan that
ény records may be destroyed. As you know, vast masses of records
have been destroyed in Washington; but there exist today committees
of the House and Senate on the destruotion of useless papers, and
nothing is destroyed without their approval. If anything is to be
destroyed in the county archives it should be left to the state
authorities to make such decision and to provide for the wise selec-
tion of pepers for destruetion. Once more I repeat that we should
not suggest it.

I therefore suggest that in place of paragraph "C" you sub-
stitute two paragraphs as follows:

C. An improvement in the archival practices of Ameriocan
local government units. A nation-wide survey of ar-
chive practices should g¢ertainly make possible expert
recommendations respecting the best forms of records
and the information which should therein be gathered
(whether now generally collected or not). Sueh recom-
mendations would almost certainly reduce the bulk of
record material, and would gertainly inorease their
uniformity and comparability,

Data on the bulk and the type of existing records and
On space now available, coupled with estimates of
future expansion, would afford a realiable basis for
the estimate of future building needs.

Very sinserely yours,




=

¥r. F. R. Shellenberg,
History Department,
University of Pennaylvania,
Philsdelphia, Pa.

BISTORICAL SOCIETY OF WESTRERY PRNNSYLVAFIA
#4338 Bigelow Boulevard, Pittsburgh, Pa.

Janaary 29, 1934
Dear lir. Schellenberg:

The copy of the project for a mational survey of local
archives reached me very promptly but I have been
prevented by illness from scknowledging 4t before this. 1
bave read it through very carefully and it seems to me tha
it is a satisfactory statement. I have no suggestions %o
nake .

Sincersliy yours,

EJBs AM




Professor Robert C} Binkley,
Flora Stone Mather College,

vestern Reserve University,

Cle?aland. Ohio

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF WESTERA PEReZY
4338 Bigelow Boulevard, Pittchu

LYASIA

!'g ™ Pa.

. January 29, 1934

Dear Biunkleyt :
I find that I have to be in Pittshurgh on Saturdsy evening.

Cen take in the conference on Friday, leaving Fridy, nigh

or perhaps, if the weather is good, staying until Saturday

noon and returning by sirplene. Do you thiok 4% will be

r*+ R %

worth while for me to go &% &ll




4360 Center Avenue,
February 6, 1934,

Professor Robert C. Binkley,
Flora Stone Mather College,
Western Reserve University,
Cleveland, Ohio,
Dear Binkley:
Here is my expense account, If it is not in correct
form you cen doubtless have it fixed up., I am enclosing

also & bulletin from the University of Iowa that will

doubtless be of interest to you.

I felt that we made very real progress at our New York

meeting, and I am more impressed than ever with the value

of the committeels work,

Sincerely yours,

Solon J. Buck




Social Science Research Council
Account of Joint Committee on

Materials for Research.

Expense Account of

Buck
C-”nT.eI.' Ave. 3
”-‘.‘;a.

.

Attending meeting of sub commi of Joint Committee

in Washington, Jan. 23

Railroad fare - = = » -~ -
Pullman berthsg - -
{ '-]_o- R L N
axis - - -
eto., -~




THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON MATERIALS FOR RESEARCH

A O_f the—
AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES
AND THE SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL

Soroxn J. Buck Roeert C. BINKLEY, Chatrman H. M. LYDENBERG
WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL SURVEY 2 NEW YORK PUBLIC LIERARY
FLORA STONE {ATHER COLLEGE

LAURENCE VAIL COLEMAN WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY KeNNETH B. MURDOCK
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF MUSEUMS CLEVELARD, OHIO HARVARD UNIVERSITY

NorMAN S. B, Gras ArTHUR H. QUINN
HARVARD UNIVERSITY UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

February 12, 1934

Professor Solon J. Buck

Western Pennsylvania Historical Survey
Historical Building

Pittsburgh, Pa.

Dear Buck:

I've sent in your bill and thank you very much for sending
me the Department of History News Letter

8 incerely,

M Cpf Bnt”
RCB/FT '




February 21, 1934
Professor Robert C. Binkley,
Flora Stone Mather College,
Wegtern Reserve University,
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Binkley:

I have received the secretarial report from Shellenberg but I am writing
to you beceuse I do not know just where he should be addressed.. Doubtless
you can turn $his over to him,

In general it seems to me that the report of our meeting is adeguate and
satisfactory. Tiere are a few points, however, that raiseiquestions in my
mind as I read it over,

At the end of the first parsagrsph of £, the statement is made that
"The term category, which should be clearly defined, should Be understood as
referring generally to the physical nature of the material’’ I agree that the
major classification of materisls into categories should be on the basis of
their physical nature dut I think that’ other bases should be used for the
sub=divisions.

In the first paragraph of 3, I do not see the necessity of the parentheses.

In the paragraph b under 7, the statement that "the Joint cormittee did
not consider the card method of making special bibliographies as feasible" is
inconsistent with the next sentence and with the vote recorded below,

In 8 b, about the middle of the paragrach, the word "sources" is
apparently a mistake for "rescarces"”.

The ﬁpxt to the last paragraph of 10 should end with "in the New Tork
Public Library” instead of “in New York City." The meaning of the next paragraph
is not clear to me,

1 gather that the National Archives Survey has gone on the rocks and I fear °
that it will be difficult to get many state projects started and that, if such
are started, the resultswill not be very satisfactory,

Sincerely yours,

Solon J. Buck
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4338 Bigelow Boulevard,
Pittsburgh, Pa,

March 28, 1934
Prof . Hobert C. Binkley,
Flora Stone Mather College,
Western Reserve University,
Cleveland, Chio

Desar Birkley:

VWe should be very glad to allow any one whom yoa
recomrend $o mse cur lLeica cemera and equipment for
eopying material available here., The amount o Civil War
newspepers of FPhilsdelphia that we have is very limited,
however.,

About & month ago I had a letter from Mr. Schellenberg
asking for the correspondence relating to Holbrook's
Sarvey of Activities. Ve have dug this out and I find
that 4t makes a pile aboub 1} -Feek or 2 feot —inekes il
How shall we send i$? In addition, Shere is about an
equal amount of pamphlets, reports, and publications of
societies - Do you want these, also? They are, of course,
peveral years old now and I doubt if they would be of
much vealue to you. What about the correspondence that
accumulated while I was chairman of the Joint committee?
¥ow that you are developing a somewhat permanent office,
perhaps I had better send that along also, although muach
of it is doubtless dupliceted in your own files,

Sincerely yours,

Solon J, Buck




dril 4, 1934
¥r, ¥, R, Schellenberg,
228 Mministration Building,
Flora Stone Mather College,
Western Reserve University,
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Mr, Schellenberg:

¥e are shipping to you by express collect a dundle containing the
correspondence and pamphlets accumulated by Mr,. Holbrook in the preparation
of his Survey and a small amount of correspondence accumulated by me as chair-
man of the Joint Committee, I found upon looking over that file that it
consieted very largely of duplicated documents,of which copies are undoubtedly
in ¥Mr, Binkiey's file, end of correspondence with him, 43 he was secretary of
the committee during most of the period of my chairmanship, ¥e had copies of
most everything that went into my file. I see no point in sending this
material on and it may be of use to me as a member of the committee,

¥ith reference to the Pittsvursh Gagette, I am inclined to think that it
would be better to use our photostats rather than the Carnegie Library file
for marposes of reproduction so far as they are available, We have an under-
standing with the Carnegie Library that photostats will be furnished to us of
all issues to the end of 1800 but they are rather slow in making them,
Probably the process cculd be speeded up if there were a special reason for it,
Mr, Munn, the librarian, has gone to Australia and will not be back for several

monthe and it might be difficult for you $o get permission to use their files
during his absence, I shall have an inventory of the lssuee available compiled

and sent to you in the mear future.

S8incerely yours,

Solon J, Buck
SJB: _&M
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Professor Robert C. Binkley,
Flora Stone Mather College,

Western Reserve University,

Cleveland, Chio

Dear Binkley:

I am sending you herewith & cooy of & paper by Blegen
entitled “"Some Aspecis of Historiocal Work Under the ¥ew Deal,”
which he read at an historical society conference in gonnection
with the recent neoting of -the Mississippli Valley Historiocsl
Association. I think you will be interested in reading this.
Some tice ago Bouwrne asked me to do a paper along thesa lines
for the Ame y Higtorical Rev but I was obliged to decline,
I have called his attention to ¢l 313 paper in case he has not
made other arrwngumen*a. If Bourne \Jﬂ“ not want i, I s*;‘l
recompend 4t to Cole for publicaticn in the ¥VHR. 1In gen
it to me, Blegen wrote thnt he had no plans for {ts publicat*wr
but that he would like to have fifty coples of it reproduced in
som¢ way for distrivution to the historical societies,
however, that it ought to be published, not merely for its
suggestiveness to historical workers, but as & record of
historical activity in & period of depression,

.Doubtless you have seen thé article dy Barmes on the use
the camera in research work in the ocurrent number of Sogial

Studreo

y yours,




46 1934

THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON MATERIALS FOR- RESEARCH

——” Of tbe'
AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES
AND THE SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL

SorLox J. Buck Roeert C. BINKLEY, Chairman H. M. LYDENBERG
WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL SURVEY NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY
FLORA STONE MATHER COLLEGE
LAURENCE VAIL COLEMAN WESTERN RESERVE UNI'ERSITY KexnerH B, Murpock
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF MUSEUMS CLEVELAND, OHIO HARVARD UNIVERSITY
NorMAN S. B. Gras ArRTHUR H. QUINN
HARVARD UNIVERSITY UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

May 15, 1934

Dr. Solon J, Buck

Western Pennsylvania Hiystorical Survey
Historical Building

Pittsburgh, Pa.

Dear Buck:

Thank you very much for the copy of Blegen's article
which is certainly interesting and helps:to indicate what
some of our responeibilities must be. I take it that you
are going to handle the correspondence relating to publication
ag you have asked Bourne and will ask Cole about it. ‘hank
you for the reference to Barnes' article.

Very sincerely
RC®/FT :




THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON MATERIALS FOR RESEARCH
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AMERICAN COUNCIL OF LEARNED SOCIETIES
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SorLon J. Buck Rosert C. BINKLEY, Chairman LAaureNce VAL CoLEMAN
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I R. SCHELLENBERG, Executive Secretary

ArTHUR H. QUINN H. M. LYDENBERG

UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY
CLEVELAND, OHIO

NorMAN S. B. Gras KenxnerH B. Murbock

HARVARD UNIVERSITY Ma‘y 21, 193)4. HARVARD UNIVERSITY

Dr. Solon J. Buck, Director
Western Pennsylvania Historical Survey,
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

Dear Dr. Buck:

Herewith I am returning the manuscript on "Some Aspects of
Historical Work under the New Deal" by Theodore C. Blegen, which
you kindly send to Binkley. I found the paper very suggestive,
and I certainly believe it ought to be published. I took the
liverty of copying large portions of it for our information.

Binkley and I have requested the Eastman Company to make
a rekordak film of the sample of incoming news reports to the
Associated Press, of which I spoke to you while in Pittsburgh.
te Binkley
I pointed out sthe vital importance of securing proper

legislation for the National Archives, as you suggested. I am
writing to Conyers Read and J. F. Jameson anent the matter. Have
you more information concerning congressional action on the subject?

Very respectfully,
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May 23, 1934

Dr. Solon J. Buck, Director
Western Pennsylvania Historical Survey,
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

Dear Dr. Buck:

Recently the enclosed outline of a proposed investigation
into the research materials of the Connecticut Valley was presented
to Professor N. S. B. Gras for consideration by the Joint Committee.
Professor Gras suggested that action be taken upon it by correspondence.
In order to facilitate such action, two alternative votes are presented
on an attached sheet, which are subject to your correction and emenda-
tion. As soon as the vote of the Joint Committee shall have been re-
turned, it will be communicated, together with a copy of the enclosed
outline, to the Social Science Research Council.

Very respectfully,

ClLIY bt




1.

Outline of a Proposed Investigation into Research Materials, Submitted to

the Joint Committee on Materials of Research of the Social Science Research

Council and the Council of Learned Societies, by the Couneil of Industrial

Studies of Smith College,

Introductory Statement Explaining the Work of the Council of Industrial
Studies of Smith College,

The Council of Industrial Studies of Smith College was established in
the spring of 1932 and began to operate in the fall of that year, It has
initiated & plan of coordinated research into the economic development of
the Connecticut Valley region.

Five professors in the Departments of Economics and History comprise
the Council. At present the staff consists of a director of research, on
half-time, and two research fellows, on full-time, It has been the policy
of the Council to appoint as research fellows well qualified and mature
graduate students who are working for higher degrees, and to permit them
to0 utilize the materials from their research for a thesis at whatever
college or university they are taking their degrees. Thus far three fellows
have served, one of them for two years. One, a Bryn Mawr A, B,, has com-
pleted her residence requirements for the doctorate at Radcliffe College
and expects to offer her study as her dissertation there. Another, a
McGill A, B,, has completed her residence for her doctorate at Columbia
University, and will offer her study for her thesis there. A third, a
University of Wisconsin A, B., has completed her course work for her
Master's degree at Wisconsin, and is offering a portion of her study as
her thesis there. The applicants for fellowships in 193435 are all
graduate students with excellent qualificatiomns, including research
experience.

The field work for three major studies has been completed, and prepar=
ation for publication begun on two. In addition a preliminary survey of
industrial development in the Valley has also been made, with & view to
planning our future studies. The work to date not only suggests what our
next studies should be, but provides evidence of the nature and extent of
primary source materials that can be found in the Valley.

Studies undertaken to dates

The development of manufacturing in the Mill River region of Hampshire
County. This study traces the rise of manufacturing along a typical
small water-power stream of New England, from Williamsburg to Northampton.
A surprising variety of industries have flourished here, from the wool
and cotton industries, in the earlier period, to metals, which have been
characteristic throughout, to silk in later years. Apparently local
capital and local business leadership were prominent for meny years in
building up industry.




2. A study of Plant Abandonment.

This is a contemporary study, dealing with a question which has some
importance in the Valley. We shall present general data on plant
abandonment in the region for the past few years. But the ma jor part

of the study deals with the results of a field investigation made in
Easthampton, an industrial town of 10,000 population, of the effects

of a plant shut down on the community and on the several hundred workers
of the plant that moved away,

The economic history of an industrial city of the Connecticut Valley.

The unit of this study is a single industrial community, Chicopee, Massa-
chusetts, of some 40,000 population. It is ome of the three large centers
in the important Springfield-Holyoke industrial area, Its rise began with
the establishment of two large cotton plants in the second and third decades
of the 19th century, by Boston capitalists. It hes had a variety of indus-
tries, particularly textiles, metals, rubber goods, and motor vehicles,

We expect this study to present sharp contrasts to the Mill River region
study, showing a different development, but one equally typical of the
region.

A word about the studies that are under consideration for the near
future.

One will deal with the rise of the metals industry. This indusiry
was important throughout the 19th century, and is prominent today. A
great variety of metal goods have been manufactured, including machinery,
tools, jewelry, cutlery, firearms, automobiles, and bicycles. This study
will concentrate especially upon the localization factors, to explain the
presence of this industry in the Valley, its steady growth and its dis-
tinguishing characteristics,

Some phase or phases of the history of transportation should also be
treated. There are several possible approaches to this field for our
region, and what we select depends somewhat upon the source materials to
be found., We have under consideration a study of the influence of trans-
portation upon the growth of towns, Also, a study of railroad transporta-
tion in the periods when competition for western and Valley markets was
most keen, Certein smaller projects are possible, such as a study of
canals, and the decline of the trolley system,

Business leadership in the economic development of the Valley should
certainly be examined. The region, like other sections of New England,
has produced or attracted to it, 2 most varied and interesting group of
business men in the course of its history. We venture to say that they
would represent a fairly typical sample of New England leaders. Our first
and major problem is that of discovering and preserving the extant source
materials for such a project,




The paper industry is an obvious project, due to the prominence of
Holyoke as a paper center, but the scope of such an investigation would
probably be limited by the fact that a large mass of documents that might
have been available were destroyed. We should hope however to write some
portion of the industry's rise to prominence.

Changes in the economic role of merchant and artisan in the period
between 1750 and 1850 may be studied, again depending upon source materials,
The study would attempt to analyze the functions of the merchant and artisan
classes in the business life of the community in the pre-factory period,
as contrasted with the transitional and factory eras,

Other studies might be mentioned, but the above suggest some of those
for which we have begun to locate sources, or should like to soon.

It should be added that when the Council undertook its study of the

region, it had in mind the importance of discovering and preserving the
numerous economic documentary materials that were to be found in the Valley.

Proposed Investigation into Research Materials.

1. Purpose of the proposed investigation.

It is proposed to undertake a field investigation into documentary
meterials relating to the economic development of the Comnecticut Valley
region, with particular reference to transportation and business leader-
ship, for the purpose of locating and preserving the materials,

-

2, Scope.

a8, Area, The field investigation would be largely confined to the
Connecticut Velley in Massachusetts, embracing the three Counties of Hampden,
Hempshire and Franklin, extending roughly from Greenfield on the north to
Springfield on the south. In the case of transportation naterials, the
investigation would probably be carried further north into New Hampshire
and Vermont in order to locate all the materials bearing on the trade
problem between Boston and the west. For certain other materials, it would
probably be necessary to go further south into the State of Connecticut.
For business leadership documents, it might be necessary to go out of the
region for those merchant capitalists who had most of their business interests
here, but who lived in Boston or elsewhere.

b, Fields covered., As suggested above, we should like to direct our
investigation particularly to documents relating to transportation and
business leadership. At the same time, we would plen to collect materials
bearing on all the economic fields, including documents of mills and
factories, of artisans and merchants, of bankers and other business men,
of farmers and households.




¢. Periods, -We should be interested in all documents, whatever their
dates. Most of them would probably relate to the 19th century, elthough
there seem to be a number of old account books and papers in existence
dating from the 18th century.

3. Types of records we should expect to find,

Documents discovered in the past two years indicate what we might
hope to find by a thorough field investigation., These would fall into
several classes:

a, Business account books, especially of the late 18th and early
19th centuries, now in private hands, usually of small businesses.

b. Sets of business documents of some bulk, belonging to factories,
still operating or extinct, of various induetries, which may be
stored away in mills and offices and are often practically forgotten.

¢e. Account books, bills and receipts, letters, etc., formerly belong-
ing to artisens, households, professional people, and other private
individuals, especially of the late 18th and early 19th centuries,
which are in private hands,

d. Private papers, account books, and other documeﬁts now in private
hands, relative to other phases of business development such as
banking, power companies, etc.

e. Transportation documents. We should hope to find papers in private
hands relative to early canala, Also papers which formerly belonged

to merchents and menufacturers, bearing on their dealings with railroad
transportation companies; also private papers of persons who were in
the employ of railroads. In addition there may be old documents held
by the railroads themselves to which access might be gained.

f. Business leadership documents. We should expect to find these
chiefly in private hands, and access to them would have to be sought
by interviews with the owners. We should hope to find materials such
as letter books, diaries, private account books, business account
books, personal reminiscences,

g. We are particularly interested in the documents to be found in
privete hands, and those stored away and lost sight of in mills and
offices. These are always in danger of being destroyed. We have
learned already of numbers of documents destroyed in recent years,

h. At the same time we should not overlook the opportunity to locate
and make & record of documents in other then private hands, especially
those found stored in the offices of town officials, and with local
historical societies., Thus far, we have found that many such materials
are scattered throughout the region, and an investigetion of what they
are, and where they are to be found, is sorely needed. Not only would
this be an aid to anyone wishing to get &t these materials, but it
would help research students working elsewhere to know what to expect
from these scattered and ofttimes obscure sources.




4.

Orgenization of the investigation,

a. The present set-up of the Council of Industrial Studies provides an
administrative organization ready to hand for carrying out this investi-
gation into research materials., The research would be conducted under
the supervision of the director of research of the Council, The
clerical facilities of the Council would be at the disposal of the

field investigator, In short, the investigation could be organized

by the Council before the special investigator ever begen work, and

no overhead expenses would have to be cared for by an appropriation,

b, Staff. 1In order to carry out this investigation, we should require

one full-time field investigator, who would give her whole time to
the field work involved.

¢, Length of time required., It is impossible to estimate how much time

would be required to make a finished investigation., We are certain,
however, that in one year sufficient materials could be discovered to
more than warrant the expenditure of time and funds. It would be possible
carefully to select the key places and people for first approach.

d, Procedure. .

The investigation could be begun promptly when the College year
opens in September, 1934, Before that time we would have first steps
already worked out, a schedule of travel set up, end appointments for
interviews already arranged. Thus no time would be lost in preliminary
work,

It would probably be wise to begin with work in the business
leadership field., A chief reason for doing this is because it would
uncover other materiels at the same time, thus opening up new lines
of investigation. We have already begun tc assemble a list of 19th
century business men in the Valley. The next step would be to locate
the living relations of the more important of these - those who live
within reach, = so that interviews could be begun without delay.

To save time and expense, the investigation would be so planned
as to permit the contacts relative to other research materials to be
made in the places where interviews must teke place on the business
leadership material,

We have already assembled a long list of people in numbers of
communities in the Valley who, we are told, are well-informed on local
history, and who could in turn refer us to other local people likely
to own documentary materials, This list has been built up in several
ways, but chiefly by corresponding with scores of manufacturers, town
clerks, and local historical societies, explaining our studies, and
requesting such names. The individuals in this list would undoubtedly
furnish many clues to documents that may be found in private hands in
their particular communities.




As for trensportation meterials, perhaps a first step would be
to advertise in selected local newspapers for documents., It has
been our experience this year that good results are obtained by
advertising, We have not only discovered numerous old documents,
particularly account books in private hands, but have also made
contects that have excellent possibilities for the future, The
other steps mentioned above should be helpful here also, and would
be pursued with transportation materials always in mind., In the
case of business leaders, there are several who figured prominently
in trensportation developments, and we would hope to find some papers
of theirs,

5. Care of documents,

All of the documents that could be secured for permenent or indefinite
deposit would be placed in the Smith College Library, where they could be
conmsulted at any time by research students from the outside.

Some documents might be promised us for the future that are only loaned
for the present, Still others will not be given up but will be accessible
to the research student who calls upon the owner. And still others are now
in the archives of various local historical societies and libraries, but are
not known to those who would like to consult them.

In addition to collecting documents, therefore, we would plan to publish
a classified bibliography including every ome of the documents discovered,
stating whether they are deposited, end if not, where they can be found.

6. Importance of the investigation.

The Council sees in this proposed investigation into economic research
materials in the Connecticut Valley, two ends that it believes are of
suf ficient scientific velue to merit an appropriation of funds: First,
the investigation would discover materials greatly needed in the series
of studies of the economic development of this historically significant
region, studies that are already under way, and secondly, it would preserve
for research students in general & representetive collection of documents
bearing on the economic history of a single region of New England,.

7, Estimate of cost.

In order to carry out this investigation the Council is in need of am
appropriation to cover the salary and travel expenses of one field investi=-
gator, We believe it would be possible to secure & competent person at &
salery of $1,200 for the nine months of the academic year, We estimate travel
expenses at $300. Our request for funds, which we have placed at & minimum
figure, would therefore totel $1,500. We are able to make so modest a request
because of the Council administrative orgenizetion that is elreedy functioning
as a research unit, and which assures a carefully supervised and efficient
investigation,




Addition.

After having read the foregoing statement, Professor N. 3. B.
Gras asked two questions, which follow with the answers:

1. As to the availability of materials collected and deposited
at Smith College.

Answer: Your first question is touched upon in the project outline,
under item 5, where we say, "All documents that could be secured for
permanent or indefinite deposit, would be placed in the Smith College
Library, where they could be consulted at any time by research students
from the outside." The Smith College Library has the facilities for a
specialized collection such as we hope to make. The Library can be
counted upon to welcome research students from other colleges and
universities who wish to explore any of these documents, and to facili-
tate their research in every possible way.

If we discovered any large sets of documents that were too volum-
inous for us to care for, or for some other reason, could not be secured
by us, but might be secured by some other organization, we should make
every effort to have these deposited elsewhere. We have already done
this in one instance, with reference to the Baker Library, although in
that particular case the documents could not be secured. Our first aim
is to have these documents preserved under the proper conditions.

For those documents that are not deposited, but remain in the
hands of private individuals or historical societies, etc. the Council
of Industrial S¢udies would be happy, by letter of introduction or other
method, to assist the research student from other institutions, to make
the necessary contacts for the study of these documents.

2. The source of funds for the publication and compilation of
a classified bibliography.

Answer: We had assumed that the Council of Industrial Studies would
undertake the financial responsibility for the compilation of the
classified bibliography, regarding it as one publication in our series
of studies. We should expect to allocate some of the time of our
regular estaff to the task of compiling the bibliography.




Mr. ?. R, Schellenberg,
Western Reserve University,
gleveland, Ohic

Dear lir. Schellenberg:

Agein I have been obliged to let my correspondence slide because of the .
pressure of other work, which acecomnts for my delay in replying to your letter of
May 23. I fully approve of the Connecticut project and 1 am returning the ballet
to you herewith with my signature upon it.

1 have no further inforwation about the archives situation ia Washington
except the fact shat & nmew bill was reported on Mey 28. Wherein this differs from
the bdill previously introduced, I do not know. Iy, leland writes me that Dr.
Jameson and Dr. Putnam are keeping & careful waitch on the situation,

I note from the sizth anpusl report of the Muntington Lidrary, pege 30, that
Dr. Lodewyk Bendikson, their photographer, has developed a methed by which it 4e
possible to print fifty miniature reproductions, sach the sige of a Leica frame,
upon 2 6 x 8 card. The statement is made that the cards "are snsily readedle
wvith a low power bBinocular microscope.” It occurs %o me thet you may want to get
further information @bout this, if you 4o not alresdy have it.

Sincerely yours,

Solon J. Buck
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June 36, 1934

Dr. Rebert C. Binkley,
Flora Stone Mather College,
Vestern Reserve University,
Cleveland, Ohio,

Dear Pinkleys

I am sending you herewith & copy of a.paper by Tr. Garrison g
that way be of interest to you and ¥r, Schellemderg. The paper

is to be pudlished, I delieve, in the Qctober number of Pennsylvenis
History. Garrisos writes me that he would welcome any criticime

or suggeetione that you micht care to make,

1 suppose you have heard that the Archives Bill was paseed

by Comgress shortly before it adjourped. I suspect that the
President wil! not get arocund to make \he sporointment until he
returne from FHawaii. I have no idea whom he is likely to select,
though I understand that Martin and Dumbar Ro and () are active
candidates.

Sincerely yours,

Solon J. Buck




: ' June 30, 1934
¥r, H, ¥. Iydenberg,

New York Public Library,

New York City, N, Y.

Dear MNr. Lydenberg:

I have read with wuch interest the article entitled "Newspapers on
Film® in the June mumber of yowr JBulletin and I am much pleased to leara
of the progress that you are meking in this experiment, It has always
peemed to me that it would be possible to devise a method that would aveid
the necessity of unrolling & lot of film to get at a particular paper, I .
have in mird vhat is called the * and Repeat” method, by which a large
nurber of separate exposures would be made on a single shect of film,
perheps 4 x 6 in sige or even larger,. These sheets could them be filed
vertigelly in chiromological oxrder and it would de a simple matter to pick
out the one desired. The projecting spparatus would have to be adjusted,
of course, so that the film could be moved sidewsys and up and down to get
the desired exposure. I understand th-t the phetographer at the Huntington
Lidbrary has been experimenting with this method, although he has been ueing
it, I believe, for the reproduction of books rather than newspapers,

I'saw your letter to Baldwin, our librarian, and I want $o say that your
reasons for not meking a public endorsement of owr magasine appear to e to
be most excellemt and 1 am sorry $hat you were pit $o0 any embarrassment in
the matter,

Sincerely yours,




The New York Public Libravy

Astor, Lenox and Tilden FHoundations
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Dr. Solon J. Buck, Director
Historical Society of Western Pennsylvania
4338 Bigelow Boulevard
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Dear Dr. Buck:

It is good to learn from your note of June 30th that

you understood my feeling when I wrote about your magazine. I
wish I could have said yes, but under the circumstances felt I

had no other choice.

If you have a chance to get in touch with Binkley or
Schellenberg at Cleveland, be sure to get their comments on the
Montreal conference. They were up there several days, and I am
sure all of us agreed it was worth the time and effort.

I am not certain about anything connected with the
present experiments on photographic reproduction of newspapers
and other books -- except that they are well worth while and will
unquestionably teach us something. Just when we shall get our
lesson and how much we shall learn is a matter for the future.

Truly yours,

H rn L

H. M. Lydenberg,
Assistant Director.
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July 17, 1934

Dr. Solon J. Buck, Director

Western Pennsylvania Historical Survey
Historical Building

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Dear Buck:

Thank you very much for the copy of
the paper by Garrison, which is extremely inter-
esting. I think that even further use could be
made of the Pennsylvania exveriment and that
further reports might be illuminated with inter-
esting statistical examples of materials dis-
covered.

Dr. Carl Alsberg of the Pacific Coast
Regional Social Science Research Council, stopved
over in Cleveland and told me he would try to
launch a survey in the West. We have word from
Alabama that they are trying to put one over down
there, and hove succeeded in getting appropria-
tions.

Very sincerely,

A

Robert C. Binkley
RCB/ht




July 21, 1934
Profescoyr Robert 0. Binkley,
Tlora Stone Mather College,
Vestern Reserve University,
Cleveland, Ohio,

Dear Binkley:

T have reed with mush inberest the report of the Joint Conmittee,
despite the fact that I have just discovered from the yeport of the S3RO
that I am no loncer a member of the Qonmittee and have not been a meuber
since some tine 'in 1835, 1 an not in the least agerieved at this dut
somevh ¢ surprised that I should not have kmown of 1% before,

I have Just received a letter from Dr, James A. Barnes, professor of
history in Tenple University, Philadelphis, from which I guote the followe
ing: "I should like to suggest « if I may do 4% with modesty - that if

you find & plece whare you Shink I eould be of use on any of the
conmittees of The Joint Conmittee on Meterisls for Researeh, I should be
delighted $o se¥ve, I am as much interested in the subjeot as I can
possibly be with the $ime I have to devote to the subject, and I am sure
that association with others who are interested would prove mogt plessam
I have written Barnes that I am passing the suggestion on to you, You are
prodably eware of the fact that he hes made an enormous quantity of film
reproductions of doocuments, His experiemce in this gomnection might be

of some value to the gommittes,

Bingerecly yours,

Solon J. Back
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July 31, 1934

Professor Solon J. Buck

The Western Pennsylvanias Historical Survey
Historical Building

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvanisa

Dear Buck:

It was just as much of a surprise
to me as it was to you to discover a printed
report that you had ceased to be a2 member of
the Committee in 193%3%3. Ae we all knew, there
was going to be some rotation introduced in

the Committee, and I shall hope to be the

next to be relieved. But I have good manu-
script documentary evidence that you are still
a member in 1934, and I should expect that
both of us will be notified of any actual
change.

The idea about using Barnes inter-
este me and I am suggesting to Schellenberg
that we try him out in planning the exhibit
at the next meeting of the Historical Associa-
tion. Do you think he means that he wants to
work for nothing as you do, or is he thinking
of working for pay? 1 assume that he is
laudably imbued with the first idea.

Very sincerely,

“-’\’ - 6 :-A‘—L_Ll 5
Robert C. Binklej\ &~ Jdb=

RCB/ht




$ - ‘E‘..OJ’.

lesorve University,

3

Cleveland, Ohio,

G, 4358 Bigelow Poulevard, Pittsburg

o=

.

! " 1 f 53 a 5
fngust 4, 1934

sy Binkleys

any Gorper
Gonmittec,
annie worz
experiments

L 0 ascist in ¢

ight not vt to Saks

Singerely yours,




Social Science Research Council

MEMBERS

American Ant}:ropolngical Association
EDWARD SAPIR, YALE UNIVERSITY
RALPH LINTON, UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN
ALFRED M. TOZZER, HARVARD UNIVERSITY

American Economic Association

MAX HANDMAN, UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN
HARRY A, MILLIS., UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO
ALBERT B. WOLFE, OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

American Historical Association

GUY 8, FORD, UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA
CARL WITTKE, OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
ARTHUR M. SCHLESINGER, HARVARD UNIVERSITY

American Political Science Association

CHARLES E. MERRIAM, UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO
CHARLES A, BEARD, NEW MILFORD., CONNECTICUT
WILLIAM ANDERSON, UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

STAFF

ROBERT T. CRANE, ExecuTivE DIRECTOR
MEREDITH B. GIVENS, INDUSTRY AND TRADE

DONALD YOUNG, FELLOWSHIPS AND GRANTS-IN-AID

CAROLYN E. ALLEN, CONTROLLER

230 Parl{ Avem:e
szw Yorl; C;ty

Cable Address: SOCSCIENCE, New York

MEMBERS

American Psychological Association
CARL C. BRIGHAM, PRINCETON UNIVERSITY
LOUIS L. THURSTONE, UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO
MARK A. MAY, YALE UNIVERSITY

American Sociological Society
SHELBY M. HARRISON, RUSSELL SAGE FOUNDATION
WILLIAM F, OGBURN, UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO
THORSTEN SELLIN, UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

American Statistical Association
EDGAR SYDENSTRICKER, MILBANK MEMORIAL FUND
WILLIAM A. BERRIDGE,
METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY
SEYMOUR L. ANDREW,
AMERICAN TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH COMPANY

Members-at-Large
ISAIAH BOWMAN, AMERICAN GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY
CHARLES H. JUDD, UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO
ADOLF MEYER, JOHNS HOPKINE HOSPITAL
WESLEY C. MITCHELL, COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY
CARL L. ALSBERG, STANFORD UNIVERSITY
JOHN DICKINSON, UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA
RALPH E. FLANDERS, SPRINGFIELD, VERMONT

August 16, 1934

Dr. Solon J. Buck

Western Pennsylvania Historical Survey
Bigelow Blvd. and Parkman Ave.
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Dear Dr. Buck:

Mr. Binkley has celled my attention to the fact

that in the decenniel report of this Council you and Mr.
Murdock are listed among pzst members of the Committee

on Materials for Resesarch.

I do not know how this error

got into the report because according to our records here
you are both still members of the committee.

It wes suggested here & year ago that in relieving

members of the committees of continuous service you and
Mr. Murdock should sometime be replaced, and that will
doubtless sometime in the near future be done, but there

has been no move to do so.
pointments of the ACL S and the S SR C
Mr. Murdock will continue as
past to give service on this
the two Councils can find replacements. I am
the printed error.

both you and
fully in the
such time
sorry for

RTC/set

as

These are of course joint ap-
and I hope that
you have so faith-
committee until

Sincerely yours,

ottt Cranes




A

Dr., Robert T. Créne
Science Research Council
Avenmae
City

Thank you for your letter of August 16,
shoul? hsve mo objection to beling replauc:
the Joint Comrittee, Dut I was somewhat
to discover that I had spoarently been dropped

without being notificd,

Sincerely yours,

Solon J ., Buck




Professor Robert C. Binkley
Flora Stone Mather College
Western Reserve University
Cleveland, Ohio
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A RECORD SYSTEM FOR CUYAHOGA COUNTY

Functions of Committee; To sscertain and snalyze the duties of
county and municipal offices in the county and its subdiviesions
which are essentially record-keeping, determine what record-keeping
functione can and should be brought under a central department of
records, and which should be left with the departments concerned;
and prepare recomrendations to the charter commiseion containing
the set-up which should be provided in the new charter for this
record-k-eping work.

This will involve the officisl recordes of the county and muni-
cipalitiee in the offices of the county clerk, the city clerk, the
county recorder, the county auditor, the county treasurer, the
county surveyor, the county commissionere, the coroner and the
several county and municipal courts; and slso the records in nearly
every city and village in the county.

OUTLINE OF A REPORT

I. THE INPORTANCE OF A RECORD SYSTEM AND COMPLETE RECORDS,
A. To operating departments.
B. In court proceedings.
C. To future administragore.
D. Historical value.

II. PRESENT CORDITION OF RECORD KEEPING.
A. In the county.
1. Scattered through several independent departments.
2. Complete absence of centrzl control.
E. Not prorerly orgsnized and catalogued.
. Lack of asdequate filing epace.
H« Great gape in the recordse,
6. Many valuable documente lost.

B. In the city of Cleveland,
1. Yo central record control and responsibility.
2. No central record roome,
E. Inadequate storsge faeilitiees »nd filing epace.
. No ctatlogte of records kept.
5. Great gape in the records.
6. ¥Many important records have disappeared.

C. In the suburban cities,
D. In the suburben villages.
E. In the townships and districts.
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III. RECORD KEEPING IN OTHER STATES AND COUNTIES.
L. Clte experience in other states and counties.
B. Cite systeme in other cities.
C. Lessons from these cases cited.

IV. A RECORD SYSTEM FOR CUYAHOGA COUNTY.
A. Principles to be establiehed,

1. All recorde of permament value should be kept and
eystematically catalogued.

2. All records not in current use in a department should
be kept in Central Esll of Records.

3+ Provieione end restrictione should be established to
direct, control and enforce adequate record keeping.

4, sufficient appropriations should be mede to maintain
adequate record system,

B. The place of the Public Library in a record systenm,

C. A Department of Records in 2 new charter.




geptember 26,

Nr. Meyo Fealer,
Citizens' Lexzpgue,
Swetland BPullding,
Cleveland, Ohio.

Dear ¥Mr. Fesler:

I encloee copies of my letters %o Schelleénberg, Hill and
Overmen, and send you, under geparate cover, a2 copy of = pamphlet
on loesl erchives, You will note in the first page of the pamphlet
that the public 2rehivee commiszion of the Awerican Historicsl
Asgocinticn ot Warhington invites consultation sud offers ites aid to
loesl #uthorities concerned with problems of records,

I am writing to Profecscsor Neweomwe, as you see by the en-
clogeé letter, but ] have no doubt you will waat to get in touch
with hins more direetly.

Yery truly yourse,

Robert C. Binkley.

RCB:; j=
Enclosuree 5
Coplee to Buck

Crene

Fill

Lelend

Newgome

Overman

fichellenberg




September 26, 1934.

Mr. Hill1,

Care of Mr, Verne E. Chatelain,

Cffice of Parke, Buildings and Reeervations,
Department of the Interior,

Waehington, D. C.

Dear ¥r. Hill:

Something oame up to-~day which I am so preseed to
put into your hande that I am esending you copiee of the whole
doeeler, which I am also sending to Schellenberg. Under =
new amendment to the Ohio Constitition, countiee may re-
organize thelr public services. Proposed County Chsrter
Commissions are on the November ballot in several counties,
including Cuyahogn. The improvement of public record
practices becomes thue a2 living iesue of governrent reform.
Note especially the memorandum of the citizene! comrittee
here outlining the objectives of a2 reform of the record
pyaten,

This means that the public importance of an inven-
tory of local archives is increased, I do not know what
use can be made of this fact in pressing the program unon
other states, but for Ohio and Quyahoga County it is 2n im-
portant conﬁidarﬂtion.

Very truly yours,

Robert C. Binkley.

RCB; jm
Enclosures 6
Copies to Buck

Crane

Fesler

Leland

Newsome

Overman

Schellenberg
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September 26, 1974,

Professor A. R. Hewsome,
North Carolina Historical Commission,
Raleigh, North Carolina.

Dear Profeszor lewsome:

1 enclose & dossier of correspondence relating to a
public archives survey which throws eome light upon our problem,
beczuss it indicates that we have an opportunity in Cuyahoga
county to work out with an interested citizens' body, in connec-
tion with the locel goverament reform plen, 2 model srchive set-up.

I think that Mr. ¥ayo Fesler of the Citizens' Lesgue
will approach you with a request for informstion on thies subject
end I went to may that I will wish to be ae helpful 28 possible
to the Public Archives Commiseion of the Americsa Historical
Assocliation.

%e will try to have the archivee inventoried ss a rellef
project this winter, with an inventory and anslyeis of the archive
gituation ag it is Licre, Perhape yeur committee could help %o
advise us on a model lay-out.

Very truly yours,

Robert C. Binkley.

RCB; im
Enclosures 6
Copies to Buck

Crane

Fesler

Eill

Leland

Overman

Schellenberg




¥r. ¥illizae D, Cverman,
Ohic 8tate Archaeclogical

and Historicel EBoeletly,
Ohlo Sinte Muséum,
Columbus, CUBio.

Deayr Mr, Overmang

fhe new lav in Ohio on locnl government Ls raieing the
issue of county reform hare, anc the citizens' committes whioch 1s
precenting & project of & new couniy charter %o the voteras thise fall
has app oint»ﬁ techniosl conmwitteee, including a committee on 2 record
syetem, Ae an integral part of the vork of this committee, an ar-
chive survey z2long ths iinca you uave projected seems to be indlcated
ag o firet sad uecaswzry ;”zn=. Mr, ¥ayo Fesler of the Citigens'
Lesgue ie intercstad and will be glad to present the cnce for a
gurvey 26 you have outlined 1t to the relief authoritiea in thie
county. 1 msde it oclesy 1o Mr. Feeler that there was no urd trying
%0 use 7IhA help in this work unless we cnuld yet one exempted super-
vicor for Cuyshogs Couuty on tae lines laid down ipn your arofeect.

day 1 now trouble you L0 4o three thinge?

1. Send me 2 copy of the detalled saiate project and esend
another copy to ¥r. Schellenbed®yg nt the American Council of Learned
Societies, S07 Fifteenih Street, Washingson, D. C., unless that has
alresdy been done,

2. Tell me whether you would wish to have the project eet
up in Cuyahoga County, provided the eupervision is taken care of ae
in your state project.

3. Teéll me how you would wish us to procseed in order that
the locel snd state relisf suthoritise lavolved should make the ap-
propriate decielons. ¥r. Feeler 13 willing to eee the head of the
relief here sand to write to the sizte aulboritiee.

Let me 3dd thet I have word from hchellenoerg that the
office of Parke of the Interior Depariment ie¢ puching shead with the
plan te prepare & ciroular for state reliel anthorities approving
archive inventory plane,

Very truly yours,

Robert C. Binkley.
RCB; jm
inclosures 6
Copies to Buct Crane, Fesler, Hill

*1“*”, Jjewsome, Schel lenberg




September 26, 1934,

Dr., T. R. Schellenberg,

American Council of Learned Societies,
907 Fifteenth Street,

Washington, D. C.

My dear Ted:

As you know, there is a political movement afoot
to reform the government of Cuyahoga County. Under the new
law in Ohlo, this issue comee before a number of counties, I
find myeelf now 2 member of a sub-commitiee to report on a
record system for the reformed counties. An essential part
of the preparation of this report will be a survey of the
local archives here. I enclose a copy of the outline of the
report that is expected of us. In a conference to-day with
the other membere of the Record Committee, it was agreed that
an essential basls of work would be a completed inventory of
the county archiives here. I enclose letters I have written
to others which indicate the line I am taking in this direc-
tion, and am sending a copy of this dossier directly to Hill
in order to save time.

Very truly yours,

Robert €. Binkley.
RCB: jm
Enclosures 6
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October 5, 1934

Dr. Solon J. Buck,

Western Pennsylvania Historical Survey,

Historical Society of Western Pennsylvania,
Bigelow Boulevard gnd Parkman Avenue,
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania,

Dear Dr.

Buck:

With a good many misgivings Leland and I have agreed to
release you from the obligationg of membership on the

Joint Committee on Materials for Research.

You have

given the Councils long and much velued service, for

which they are both deeply appreciative. I am confident
we can count on your continued interest in the work of
the Committee.

Sincerely yours,

([ okeed 1




October 10, 1934
Profesgor Robert €. Binkley
western geryve nivereity
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Binkleys

ead with interest your letter of September 26 and the
proposal for "A gord System for Cuya=
' for a reegord department
esteblithing & precedent thst
rost of the country. There is
Pittcsbur-h and Allegheny County
fe mough we ehall probebly

th=t -I could atte

m for a local government unit in
nd if 1 d4id so most of th
obvious to you, The fmportant thing ie ret & regords
nt established with a competent purson in charge of it and
let 1t evolve, 1f poesible, I would say that the functions of
2 4 tment oufht to be broad enough so that it could assume the
custody of the noncurrent records of the city of Cleveland, 1 asked

) danar 4

Morford, who has had charge qf the county archives survey in Allee
gheny County, to look over the material that you sent to me, and I-
am sending you herewith a'sheet containing his comments,

1 have received a letter from Crane to the effect that he
énd Teland heve agreed to rellieve me from farther service on the
Joint Committee, so I am now officially out. T am culte content,
but it ig¢ all very mysterious to me,

1 8 wu s elvy vanre
!.I"} g NS

Solon J ., Buck
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October 132, 1934

Professor Solon J. Buck
Western Pennsylvania Historical Survey
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Dear Buck:

Thank you for your very helpful comment on the
Question of archive records.

I take it that the policy Crane and Leland have
adopted is to keep the personnel of the Committee ciroculat-
1ng, which seems to be fundamentally sound, My great pre-
occupation now is to arrange to unload the thing on some-
one else,

I hope, however, that the policy followed in the

Social Science Research Council of maintaining continuing
contacts with those who have at one time been members of
the Council may be continued in our case and that while we
will no longer seek to impose burdens upon you, we can hope
to have your continuing interest. I hope, for instance,
you will be willing to have us continue to send to you such
circular material as goes to members of the Committee,

Very sincerely yours,

’*Yjéé%gbt G Blﬂkl??

RCB:AVB
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October 18, 1934

Professor Solon J. Buck
Western Pennsylvania Historical Survey
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Dear Buck:

Thank you for your note. Hectographed
copies of the new draft of the chapters on film-
copying are going out to you in a day or two. You
may be interested to know that this process enabled
us to make fifty copies of seventy pages of material
for a labor and material cost of about $6.60, the
postage bringing the total cost of circularization

up to about @10 60. One reason the new edition on

niques are devalonino ‘under our own guidanoe.

Eastman, I understand, has put #8000 into
a film-copying machine to take bound hooks, and has
made considerable progress on it. The Graflex people
have also been working with us, and a similar situa-
tion has obtained in a number of fields; namely, that
our inquiries have led to the raising of problems of
policy in a given industry so that things change faster
than we write. It is a little like the situation of
the idealistic philosopher who can never really know
the thing in itself because its qualities are altered
by his knowledge of it. We shall, I hope, he able to
overcome this solecism very soon. At least my own
writing is done, and what remains now is & large-scale
job of checking up, filling in blanks, etc.

With best wishes, I am sincerely,

S

Robert C. Binkley

RCB:AVB




DECEMBER 7, 1934

conjunetion with the society, held its sessions on Mon-
day afternoon and Tuesday morning.

The principal feature of the meetings was the
seventeenth of the series of colloquium lectures deliv-
ered under the auspices of the society. The lectures
were delivered by Professor Norbert Wiener, of the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, on the subject
“Fourier Transforms in the Complex Domain.” Pro-
fessor Wiener delivered four lectures of an hour and
a quarter each, one on Tuesday afternoon and the
others on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday morn-
ings. The first lecture was devoted to Fourier trans-
forms in strips and half planes, the second to quasi-
analytie funetions, the third to closure properties of
trigonometriec functions, while in the fourth the lee-
turer disecussed the harmonic analysis of random
functions. The material of these lectures was the out-
growth of a fundamental and far-reaching series of
investigations carried on by Professor Wiener and
Dr. R. E. A. C. Paley, of Cambridge University,
while the latter was spending a year at the Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology. Dr. Paley was
killed in an unfortunate skiing accident while on a
brief vacation in the Canadian Rockies in April, 1933.

On Thursday afternoon, by invitation of the pro-
gram committee, Professor J. A. Shohat, of the Uni-

versity of Pennsylvania, gave an address entitled
“On the

of Funections in Series of
Orthogonal Polynomials.”

Of the shorter papers read before the society at
its various sessions, twenty were devoted to analysis,
four to geometry and analysis situs, seven to algebra
and two fo mathematical logic. In addition, twenty-
six papers were read by title, eleven in algebra and
number theory, nine in geometry and analysis situs
and six in analysis.

The local committee arranged a delightful program
for the visiting mathematicians and their friends.
Wednesday afternoon was featured by an automobile
trip over the Taconie Trail to Bennington Battlefield
and the new Bennington College for Women. On
Wednesday evening a very fine organ and song reci-
tal was given by Dr. and Mrs. Charles Louis Safford.
Dr. Safford is the director of musie at Williams Col-
lege. On Thursday evening the banquet of the mathe-
matical organizations was held at the Hotel Greylock.
Professor E. V. Huntington acted as toastmaster.
The speakers were: Dr. Tyler Dennett, the new presi-
dent of Williams College; Professor Arnold Dresden,
representing the Mathematical Association, and Pro-
fessor E. R. Hedrick, representing the society.

Expansion

J. R. KuINE,
Associate Secretary

SCIENCE

DENTAL CONFERENCE AT YALE
UNIVERSITY

A cgroup of fifty dental surgeons from various
parts of the country met at the Yale University
School of Medicine on October 24 and 25 for a dis-
cussion of scientific subjects relating to dentistry.
Dr. A. Leroy Johnson, of New York City, presented
a paper on studies of the teeth and jaws of dogs
from the Cornell Experimental Morphology Farm.
He deseribed tooth defects found in certain eross-
breedings in dogs fed adequate diets and showed the
similarity to defeets which have been shown to be
associated with dietary deficiencies. The importance
of genetic factors in research on the teeth was further
emphasized in the discussion of the paper.

A clinieal study of restorative work on the teeth
from the point of view of the effect on the health
of the individual in subsequent years was deseribed
by Dr. Yngve Hildebrand, of the Royal Institute of
Stockholm, Sweden. Advantages and disadvantages
of restorations as evidenced in a number of individ-
uals over a period of eight to ten years were analyzed.
Stresses upon the teeth, bone and other supporting
tissues, and the results of these stresses were noted
in detail. Dr. Hildebrand illustrated his discussion
with elinical and statistical material derived from his
study of the subjeet for the past twelve years.

A report on a study at Yale on nutrition and
dental changes was presented by Professor Arthur
H. Smith, Miss Aline U. Orten, Dr. Casper C. Burn
and Dr. Sumter S. Arnim. One aspect of the study
had to do specifically with the influence upon the teeth
and related structures in rats of a diet deficient in
inorganic salts. The investigation showed in general
that the skeletal bone and the tooth strueture respond
in different ways and in different degrees to the same
dietary factors. A presentation was also made of a
series of patients to show medical-dental relationships
in diagnosis and treatment. Cases from Yale were
presented by Dr. B. G. Anderson, director of elinieal
work in dentistry, and Dr. David Weisherger, with
the collaboration of staff physicians. Case reports
were made also by Dr. J. C. Healy, of Tufts Dental
School. A demonstration and discussion of labora-
tory work being carried on by the dental group at
Yale was conducted by Professor Smith and Dr. Burn
with the assistance of Dr. Lester Burket, Dr. Frank
Kanthek and Dr. Harold Genvert.

The purposes of the dental program at Yale were
deseribed as: (1) To place the study of the natural
history of the teeth in health and disease on a sound
scientific basis; (2) to investigate the eauses of dis-
eases of the teeth and associated structures in relation
both to specific agents of local morbidity and to the
general health of the individual; (3) to create a
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liaison between dental and medical personnel by de-
veloping a group of men for the interpretation of
diseases of the teeth and their relationship to the
funetioning of the human organism as a whole,

Dr. M. C. Winternitz, dean of the Yale University

SCIENCE

Vor. 80, No. 2084

School of Medicine, spoke on the dental project at a
dinner meeting of the group. Subjects relating to
dental education were further diseussed by Dr. George
R. Moore, of Ann Arbor, and Dr. Frank S. Cart-

wright and Dr. Stanley A. Mackenzie, of Detroit.

SCIENTIFIC APPARATUS AND LABORATORY METHODS

LITHOTYPING IN MINIATURE AS A MEANS
OF SCIENTIFIC PUBLICATION

Tai1s is a further note on a method of inexpensively
publishing research reports, which Dr. Seidell and Dr.
Visscher discussed in earlier numbers of SCIENCE
(July 20 and September 14, 1934).

During the past three years we have developed in
the School of Education at the Pennsylvania State
College a scheme of lithotyping in miniature doctors’
dissertations and abstracts of theses. We have so far
issued three numbers of such publications and shall
issue three more this year. In the case of a doctor’s
dissertation we prepare an abstract eight or ten pages
in length giving a summary of the procedures and
findings, lithotyping this in a size of type that can be
easily read without a magnifying glass. Then we
lithotype in miniature the whole dissertation, includ-
ing unabridged tables, graphs, ete. The miniatured
pages are 1.9 by 2.4 inches, and eight of then fit into
a five- by eight-inech book page. It is the intention to
have this miniatured material read by the aid of a
magnifying glass, although it is feasible to read it
without such aid. Two very suitable reading glasses
for this purpose are available: one is a binocular read-
ing glass developed by the author from a stereoscope,
the cost of which is only $3; the other is the “electro-
lens,” manufactured by the American Optical Com-
pany, containing a small electric light for illuminating
the page, and selling at wholesale for $5.

A doctor’s dissertation, consisting originally of 120
typed pages, put up in this form made a booklet of 24
lithotyped pages—a nine-page large-type abstract,
twelve pages of miniatured material, and one inside
The cost of litho-
typing, assembling and stitching these was $42 for an
edition of 500. The booklets could be sent through the
mail at one-cent postage.

Our abstracts of masters’ and doctors’ theses are
put up in the following manner: each abstract oceu-
pies the front and the back surfaces of a single sheet,
five by eight inches in size; on the front face a brief
abstract of the whole thesis is given in type large
enough to be read by the unaided eye; on the back
surface occur eight miniatured pages for which a
reading glass should be used. Thus each abstract con-
tains the equivalent of an eight- or nine-page journal
article, although it oceupies but a single sheet five by
eight inches. Each abstract carries a filing number

and one outside cover page blank.

according to the system of the Loyola Educational
For libraries we have these sheets bound into
booklets with a spiral wire eoil. Those not to be used
on library shelves are left unbound and are trimmed
to fit into a standard filing system so that they may be
kept elassified by topie.

An edition of seven hundred copies of these ab-
stracts containing eighty pages costs us about $127
for the lithotyping and in addition $50 or $75 for
overhead.

Not only is this an inexpensive way to publish re-
search reports, but there is the further advantage that
the miniatured material occupies only a small amount
of shelf space in libraries, as eompared with ordinary
print. This is an important factor if we are to come
to the poliey of publishing large numbers of research
reports. And, when a suitable glass is used, minia-
tured print ecan be read approximately as easily as
regular type.

Digest.

CuArLES C. PETERS

ATTACHING REFRACTORY PARAFFINE
SECTIONS TO THE GLASS SLIP

It often happens that a protective, permeable cov-
ering for sectioned tissue on the slip is needed to pre-
vent possible transposition of certain structures, the
loss of refractory sections, or to permit drastie
manipulations, such as blotting sections or passing
them from aqueous stains to 95 per cent. alcohol. By
following the suggestion of Barron' that amyl
acetate is a practical solvent of both paraffine and
celloidin, a protective membrane meeting the above
requirements has been devised. By this method fine
eytological, as well as very difficult material, such as
cross-sectioned rabbit fur and vibrissae, may be
securely fastened to the slip, successfully stained and
covered.

Two solutions are made as follows:

(A) To equal parts of absolute aleohol and ether add
enough liquid collodion (U. 8. P., Baker) to make a
solution so thin that when a glass slip is flooded and the
solution permitted to coagulate, the mark of a sharp
needle is scarcely visible to the unaided eye. (Thicker
solutions may be used on thick sections or on those not
intended for study under oil immersion.)

(B) Add one volume of amyl acetate (‘‘purified,”’
Baker) to four of solution A. (In practice the propor-

1 D. H. Barron, Anat. Eec., 59: 1-3, 1934,
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December 15, 1934

Solon J. Buck, Director

Western Pennsylvania Historical Survey
Histarical Building

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Dear Buck:

I am taking the liberty of sending you a
draft copy of a memorandum which I fear you will
regard as very impractical and Utopian, and some-
what i1l informed on the present state of local
history studies, If you can find time to read it,
I would be very grateful for any help you could
give me in clarifying this order of ideas,

Schellenberg and Leland have been dis-
cussing the possibility of some summer institute on
archival and other work, If you are in Washington
after Christmas, I hope we will get a chance to talk
about it,

Sincerely yours,

Robert C,
RCB: AVB
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Profeasor Robert €. Binkley
lostern Reserve University
Cleveland, Ohio

Jear Rinklevs

1 have resd your memprandum "New Tools, New Recruits
for the Republiec of letters.,” ard I am very far from thinke
ing it either impracticel or Utopian, It impresses me as
containing the most sizniflicant suzeestionsfor the gultural
development of the country that havecome to my attention for
rany & year. I certainly hope that you succeed in findins a
rlace to publish it so that it will have a wide distribution,
I should 1ike to be able to put copies of it into the hands
of a mumber of people hereabouts In additiom to that, it
seens to me that steps should be taken to bring about as many
demonstrations as possible alonz the linee suggested in your

vaper,

I expect to be in Washington f the A.H.A. meeting and
&8

nd talk over thesze and other

doubtleas we gcan get tozether
mattere.

Sincerely yours,
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January 3, 1935

Solon J. Buck, Director
Western Pennsylvania Historical Survey
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Dear Buck:
I am grateful for your warm comments
on the memorandum, and I greatly regret that I
could not go to Washington, where we might have
talked over a practical plan for the next step.
When the memorandum has been suffic-
iently modified to meet objections, I think perhaps

we should get out enough copies so that all the

local history people could use it,

Very sincerely yours,

Robert C. Binkley/
RCB:AVB
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Dean Atthur Hobson Quinn
401 Pembroke Foad
Bala=-8ynwyd, Pennsylvania
My dear Deoector Quinn:

Many thanks for your letter of January twemty-first regerding

the meeting of the Joint Comnmittee on Materials for Research on Februery

fourth at which the request of the Uniom library Cetalogue Committiee for a
grant of $100.00 will be considered.

The early history of the Uniom Library Catalogue Commitiee is
known to you end to other members of your comuitiee, sc I shall not go into it
here. The present status briefly is thiss- during the past year the Committee
he been investigating ell possible sources of funds, and hes been studying
various methods of creating a Union Cabalogue. In regard to the firsi predlem,
that of fimance, the situation is ebout as follows, - it eppears to be practi-
eally impossible to raise momey for an intangibvle “"project™ in this city in
these times. The answer in almost every cese is that there is such & need for
actuzl féod emd shelter for needy people, and for maintemance of exieting in-
stitutions, that there are no funds svailable for a project thet is in = neb-
ulous state. We have appealed to the two big foundatioms, the Carnmegie and t he
Rockefeller. In the case of one of them two members of the Union Catalogue
committee hed a conference with ome of the officisls of the foundation, whose
reaction to the plam wes that it is 2 ecompletely sound and prakseworihy project,
but thet until there could be tangible evidence,(Ie. some money) of local sup-
port the foundation could not do enything. This brings us back to the problem
of reising funds locally.
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Wheat we propose to do therefore is this. Ve propose to meke
& section of a Union Catalogue as an experiment, whose value will be (1) Thet
it will give us definite figures by which we can estimate the cost of & comp=
lete catalogue. Our figures up to the present heve beem besed not on setual
reproduction of curds, but only on estimeted costs of meterial sad lebour.

(2) T™het it will give ue a tengible Union Library catslogue, even though it be
only a small seection of the shphabet, to show to those persomns from whom we

may be able to ebtainm funds. Through the generousity of Mr. Kletsch, the Direc~
tor of the Union Catalogue df the Library of Congress, we have been given pho-
tostatic reproductions of a seetion of the catalogue of the Library of Conmgress.
This we shall use &s a basis for our experiment. However we proceed we must
buidd on the basis of some existing catalogue, and the L.C. catalogue is the
most complets and bibliogrephically excellent, anc therefore the best possible
basis. On this basis we propose to build our fregmenmt of a Union Catelogue, by
ihe'application of the Recordak method, with which Doetor Schellenberg is en-
tirely femiliar. Our imvestigations have already diseclosed to us the faet that
by the appliecation of the Recordak plutuon technique evolved by Dr. Schellemberg
and Mr. Vanderbilt of our commitiee we cam cut our first estimate of costs for
the whole project at least in half,

A grant of $100.00 will enable us to proceed with this experiment
by providing funds for meterial amd labour, We eré practically assured of room
end facilithbs for housing a catelogue, we are assured of the wpmost in cooperation
from the Kodek people. Ve are ali¥pgmdy to proceed if we gan got the required
suts for the experiment. It seems to us that as an experiment it is in eoffect a

research project, and it is for that reason we believe it fells into the provinece

of the Joint Committee. There are as you kvow other cithes that areé working on

Union Cat alogue projects. Ve intend, whon we have completed our experiment, to
place cur findings at their disposition.
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14 is not mecessary for me at this point to stress the scope of the
enterprise, nor its value tc everyome in whose life books and the evailability of
books means amything. These things you know better than I do. 1 can assure you,
though I hardly think that is necessary, that this grent if it is received will
be imtelligemtly end economically applied to its purpese.

I am sending copies of this letter to lr. Lydenberg and to Profes~
sors Binkley and Buck and Gras. They have sll expressed great interest and de-

giré to hepp us in tre paust.

Yours very simeerely,
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April 29, 1935

Professor Solon J. Buck
Western Pennsylvania Historical Survey
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Dear Buck:

I am sending you some copies of the
New Tools for Men of Letters, the reprints having
come from the Yale Review.

I did not get a chance to tell you
how much I was impressed by the vigor and the sanity
of what you said to the group on Saturday. You do
not touch any subject without adding something im-
portant to it.

With warmest regards, I am

Very sincerely yours,

Robert C. Binkley

rcb:avb






