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Three methods of classifying the problem are:

(1) similar to Dr. Leland's plan - classification by collection of
materials, bibliographical work, preservation of materials, ctec,,
and publication of materials.

(2) Classification by types of materials! manuscript material, books,
newspapers, physical objects and also things like hand bills,

(§) Classification by disciplines: sociology, etc., somewhat outworn,
but useful.

Dr. Buck felt that the meeting should be devoted to the planning of work
along these lines and then the various projects submitted to the Committee should
be consldered in the light of what the Committee plans to do.

The first thing for the Committee to do is to swmvey the present situa-
tion and find out what is being done at the present time and see what can be
done to correlate the activities in these fields of many organizations and insti-
tutions that are already at work. Also, what can be done to prevent duplication
of work along these various lines.

It may be that projects submitted to the Committee will be useful as
suggestions since they sometimes serve to bring striking needs to light.

Professor Gras asked whether the Committee is expected to serve the
public or scholars. Dr. Buck answered that it will have to do a certain amount
of propaganda to arousepublic interest in the preservation of materials, but this
sort of work is secondary.

Dr. Buck then discussed with the Committee whether the Committee is to
suggest activities and projects or whether it is expected to carry out these
reconmendations. It was pointed out that the Committee is at present an advisory
committee and in order to become an operating committee would have to gecure funds.
The Committee will proceed in a variety of ways, and it may appoint a sub-committee
to carry out certain definite proposals,

Dr. Buck then took up the memorandum from Dr. Binkley.

Regarding a survey of manuscripts for American history:
Dr. Buck described two general enterprises under way in this field.
ia) Libraries in the Pacific Northwest are working on this, as is
b) the Mississippi Valley Commission.
The Committee ought to take the experiences of these two emterprises into
consideration and an attempt should be made to develop standard methods of entry
for these as well as other surveys of a similar nature.

Br. Gras asked whether the Committee was going to work on a national or
regional basis, and it was felt that the Committee's work might well fit in
with the work of the Reglonal Committees. Dr. Gras suggested that coordination
with Professor Gay's Committee on Business Research would be advisable,

With reference to the work that has been done in the varioug states re-




garding the survey of materials, Alabama, Mississippi and Arkansas have published
their results in book form, and this has proved valuable. Dr. Buck said that an
effort was being made in Minnmesota to develop organization throughout the State
which, although its present purpose was to interest doyal citizens in historical
sites and markers, might later be used to make a survey of files and manuscripts,
ete, This is going under the title of a Survey of Historical Resources so that
it will have a wide scope when the organizetion is built up.

Dr. Leland raised a question as to the type of information obtained by
this sort of survey, and mentioned possibility that the various councils might
naintain standing committees for work of this sort.

Dr. Leland steted that the Committee's work will be to find out what is
going on, what new activities should be promoted, and then, how to coordinate
the whole., Information as to work already under wey might be obtained by
circularizing institutions and by utilizing the material already collected by
the ACLS.

Dr. Leland asked what the Committee's function would be in regard to
publication in connection with the Sucial Science Research Council's Committee
on Publication and Mr. Lynd replied that this Committee would have the editing
and publication of source material whereas the other Committee will concern it-
self with the publication of the results of research and of source material
elso. The Committee will probably find itself too busy to do a great deal in
the publication field, although a survey of this field comes under its work,

Mr, Iynd suggested that the Committee take a quick view of its field
at first and he does not believe that a detailed exhaustive survey should be
made,

It was decided to enumerate the agencies aeperating in the field and their
activities at the present time.

; 9 b 8 e

Ehe following projects are under way?

a; The completion of Sabin Dictionary of Books relating to America.

(b) Continuation of lists of newspapers after 1820 on a regional
bagis throughout the country. There are half a dozen projects
under way in this work.
Regional bibliographies.
Catalogues of State Imprints are being made,
A bibliography of French newspapers published in America.
Census of early printed books in the U, 8.

The first two on the list, (a) and (b), are in a pretty satisfactory state
of progress.

The Census of early printed books is being continued through the Gesampt-
katelog der Wiegenburcke of which Miss Stillwell of the Ann Mary Brown Library at
Providence is the American library representative

My, Childs of the Library of Congress is working on a bibliography of
sixteenth century books,




The Bibliographical Society both originates and carries out projects.

Mr. Lydenberg stated that anyone who wished to study the history of
printing in this country will find that the Huntington Library in California
has the largest collection of books arranged according to the introduction of
printing., The New York Public Library has a modest collection of books arranged
according to the spread of printing.

2. American Historical Association:

The American Historical Association maintains two major committees:
The Historical Manuscript Commission, and the Public Archives Commission. The
purpose of the first has been to locate and deseribe and publish historical manu-
scripts. It has located some and published & good many. It has never performed
the most important function for which it was evolved which was to locate and
describe collections of historical manuscripts on a large scale, It has now a
plan for a card finding list to manuscripts in this country relating to American
History. It is nursing this plan along at present. It might perform a useful
service if considerably enlarged. The second, the Public Archives Commission
was established thirty years ago and was very active at onme time and could be
again. It has prepared inventories, often incomplete, fregmentary but useful of
the archives of a large number of states and of certain large cities, New York
and Philadelphia., This Commission could appropristely interest itself in the
archives of the states and municipalities and archives in gemeral as distinguished
from manuseripts, It could assist in publishing inventories of this meterial, It
hag done a great deal towards improving archival practice in this country., At

the present time it is a body with practically no means which is running down,

Mr. Buck stated that the Public Archives Commission had been re-
organized at its last meeting when Mr, Ramsdell of Texas was made chairman, and
that he felt that the committee was going to be more effective. The committee
has undertaken a re-survey of state archives and is revising them so that they
night be published altogether, Mr, Buck was himself given money by the Commission
to demonstrate what might be done along this line in Minnesota, He regretted that
he had run out of funde before he could finish the work.

On the whole it was felt that the Public Archives Commission has a
useful future before it in inventorying and publishing el the study of archival
problems in general. To date the Commission has not concerned itself with
national archives except for the purposes of study.

The Committee on National Archives, formed some years ago, will
probably pass out of existence in a few years., The government has assured the
building of an archive building and Senator Smoot has introduced a bill which
provides for national archives with an archivist to be appointed by the President.

The Committee on Governmental, Historical Documentary Publications
is provided for in Semator Smoot's bill. The Committee was originally appointed
as a Sub-Committee under President Roosevelt. It prepared a very good program
then and this is all it was ever able to do. It is now planned to make it a
department in the Archives Building. (i ..ceuw-

The Committee on Bibliographied has interested itself in historical
bibliographies and has brought forth a little filing list of Faropean histories




in American libraries. Lately the Committee has been tied up on C. P. Adams'
Historical Bibliography which is desighed for the use of colleges, students,
univergities and libraries and is not so much a tool of research ag a tool of
study.

The American Historical Association also has & Committee on British
Bibliography which cooperated with the British Committee in the completion of
a bibliography of English history. The American committee hag completed its work.

The Conference of Historical Societies was organized about 1904 and
brought together superintendents, librarians of state and local historical
societies., It has made a survey of historical societies and their activities,
collections, ete. The Yonference meets every year and forms a means of keeping
close contact between the historical societies. There are some five or six
hundred such socleties of which perhaps seventy-five are active enough to be
seriously considered by this Committee. This Conference published a handbook
of American historical societies about four or five years ago which gives some-
thing about each society. It promoted the making of a calendar of material
in French archives relating to the Mississippi Valley down to 1803, the transfer
of Louisiana, which has been published by the Carnegie Institution,

The Committee on the Bibliography of American Travel and Pescription
from 1600-1900 is an independent committee & present although it seems to have
been under the Committee on Bibliography, It made a small grant at its last
meeting and it seems likely that its work will be completed now.

Writings on American History Committee has been established since
1908, and with the exception of two or three years has listed an annual bibliog-
raphy of writings in American history which the Americen Historical Association
has published. This is a small book conteining about three thoussnd items and
supplements Social Science Abstracts. It gives titles with brief emnotations and
indications of reviews on the United States and Canada and some titles on
South America. It does not, however, come out until four or five years after
the year it covers. It would,of course, be more desirable to have it come out
sooner. Miss Grace Griffin, the person who does the printing prefers to wait
until the periodicals are bound up,

In 1905 a bibliography was published by the AHA of the contents of
the publications of American historical societies, which gave the contents of all
imerican historical societies up to that date. An attempt was made to continue
this down to the present but it was felt that the expense would be too great to
make it worth while, as long as the Writings on Americen History is available.

The Writings of American History is very broad in ite scope and
deals with all phases of history; social economic, etc,

The American Historical Associafion has shown a lively interest in
the museum problem and has compiled a complete bibliography of all the printed
material in the United States about 1894, in a very thorough piece of work,

After this discussion of the AHA, Dr. Buck made the point that one of
the surveys will have to take the form of a survey of bibliographies,




5. Business Historical Socletys:

A great deal of the energy of the Business Historical Society
is going into the collection of manuscripts and it has been succeesful in this
work. It has fifty collections of private emterprises, including the Massa-
chugetts bank records of 1784-1908, A good deal of the economic history of the
country appears in these records.

Another activity has been to send out representatives to different
parts of the country to emcourage local institutions to preserve their records,
chiefly by collective agencies - as libraries, historical societies, etc., and
not by the businesses themselves, although business houses do sometimes cooperate,
There are no specifications drawn up for the type of material to be saved.
Directors' minutes, correspondence and ledgers are three outstending things which
are of value,

Mr., Gras was asked to submit a more detalled report on this second
activity of the Business Historical Society. He reported that the Society had am
agent who spent all his time in the field collecting material. Mr. Gras himself
is planning %o go to Detroit to urge the sutomobile people to keep records. He
stated that Dr. Cole has expressed himself willing to do this field work on a
national scale if funds can be obtained. He has already advanced funds of his
om for this work,

4. Americap Library Associations

The American Library Association fostered the Union List of
Periodicals and is at work on a Union Iist of Foreign Documents. It has a Com-
mittee on the Survey and Coordination of Resource s and Activities of American
Libraries which is trying to avoid useless duplication of bylhg and is also
trying to insure the location of important meterials at strategic points.

S. Libraxy of Congress:

The Union Catalogue is the making of a union catalogue of the
contents of several of the principal libraries of the country into one 1list. It

represents an effort to report the library resources of the country in one
catalogue.

A project of the Library of Congress is the photographing of
manuscript material abroad releting to Imericam history.

The Library of Congress is also engaged in inventorying special
collections and libraries.

A further activity of the Library of Congress is the making of a
list of mediaeval manuscripts in the United States,

The Library of Congress is working on the collection and preserva-
tion of materials in all these fields more than any other institution in the
country.

It could be made a clearing house of photostatic reproductions of
materials abroad. It does act as the agent of the Modern Language Association




for securing reproductions of literary mamuscripts desired by its members.

There is certain meterial which it is impossible to obtain since it is in the
collectorts field and therefore photostats are being used instead. Photostate

are , of course, equally valuable to the scholar as the original material would be.

Dr. Leland suggested that a separate list be kept of photostatic
facsimiles of rare material, but otherwise it should not be distinguished.

The American Economic Association has done little beside the publication
of its annual report. It has tended to emphasize the perservation of historical
information less these last few y8ars.

It was pointed out that the historian is interested in gemeral back-
ground and not in value documents may have themselves. Societies and institu-
tions that give rise to other situations are overlooked by historians. There is
a field for other disciplines here.

The state historical agencies in this region have cooperated in
searching through the government archives and has made a calendar of all material
found in these archives relating to the Northwestern section. This has been
under way for five-er-sim years and will probably go on se-mwek longer,

I" it g 'r"-"_"\,q_..-.f

It is hoped that these agencies will be able to calendar the materis
in the McCormick library. An attempt will also be made to calendar the material
in western newspapers that relates to this region.

A complete calendar of the American Fur Company papers has beem
made by another group in the Northwest.

There was some discussion of the work being done by the various states
for the publication of source materials.

Mention was made of the open air museum of the type of the Skansen
Museum in Stockholm and the meseum at Decora, Iowa.

The meeting adjourned at 12130 P, M. for luncheon.

R e e e
The meeting reconvened at 2300 P. M,

The Committee made the statement that it was tentatively in favor of a
survey of activities, results already achieved in various fields concerning the
Committee, and the making of a bibliography of bibliographies.

The Committee felt that there is a need for a current list of theses
in progress with indications as to those completed and not published and those
completed and published, Although the Library of Congress publishes a list of
/~AL‘»4Lﬂ‘-aanplnxed dissertations, there is often no way of knowing from other lists which
theses are actually completed. It might be of value if the Committee could make
known the existence of certain theses even if they are not accessible.




Dr. Leland stated that the ACLS is saving material on dialects in
different parts of this country.

Question was raised as to whether motion pictures of current events
are being preserved. Mr. Lydemberg said that the New York Public Library is
preserving ¥stills®™ but the ordinary film is too inflammable to be kept.

Mr. Buck spoke of reproducing books and mamuscripts in miniature and
then projecting them,

A great deal of material is lost through neglect as well as that which
is intentionally destroyed.

Official correspondence is often not considered a part of the publiec
archives, i,e., the President's papers are considered his personal property. The
Library of Congress is collecting the papers of the various Presidents now,
however, as it recognizes their value,

Mr. Lydenberg will report later on the preservation of motion picture
films.
vad
Dr. Buck has been working out a method of cataloguing by groups rather
than by individual pieces to make material known in a broad gen'\eral way .

The Committee felt that ordinarily it would not favor aiding state
enterprises since the €bumcil should not use its funds for work which can be
financed otherwise,

Mr., Lynd raised question as to the points at which the Councils will
(o

touch state activitiest (1) They may in an advisory capacity; and (2) they might
assist 1f 1t were understood that any assistance is not to met a precedent for
other states.

Dr, Leland felt thet the project for the collection of material in
Virginia gives an opportunity to work out an experiment under favorable con-
ditions of control which could be used as an illustration of work the states
might then do. He also felt that Virginia's case might represent an emergency
in which the Councils could step in. He feels that a great deal of material is
being carried off by collectors there and that they cannot obtain funds within
the State,

Dr. Leland spoke of training people, not perhaps of the highest level,
to do the foundation work in the field, leaving the ¥higher" type free to do
actual research, Mr, Lynd felt it unwise to step down to a secondary level,
and that the Committee is concerned with the general aspect of the problem and
not the particular workers. The aim in this field is the particular job and
not the individual as in regular research. Mr., Lynd then suggested that the work
might be done under the supervision of a first-class individual given funds to
hire assistants to do the work,

The situation in Virginia as regards the Virginia State Library and the
Virginia Historical Society was discussed. Dr. Leland stated that the Virginia

Historical Society is interested in nothing but genesdogy. The State Library




which 1s the depository of the state archives and the county archives, is in no
position to go out and collect materials, The University of Virginia is best
fitted to do the work and it is the logical place to keep the naterial as it is
the only place where it would be used,

Dr. Buck felt that the possibility of getting funds from patriotic
citizens in the State of Virginia for the collection of materials is very slight
and that it would be worth while to advance the funds for ome year as a means
of arousing state interest in the work,

Mr. Lydd pointed out that the Council tends to go slowly in giving funds
to institutions where funds have already been given, as in the case of Virginia,
since, in some cases, the particuler institution has as much money for the work
in that particular region as the Council has for the whole country.

Professor Gras pointed out that funds available are often limited in
scope, citing Harvard as an illustration, with the Milton Fund having only
$1,000 for ugringle project and the International FMund limited to international
projects,

Dr. Leland read the Uikginia Council's statement and it was noted that
only a balance of $1,300 is available as all other funds are ear-marked., He
expressed the opinion that if the project were helped for one year, the Council
might be able to carry it on itself for the next year,

Dr. Buck saggested that the grant be made for one year with the recommen-

dation that it be included im the grant from their institution for the following
year, '

Dr, Leland felt it would be more adyimable to help them secure funds
then for the Committee to grant the Councils' funds.

There was some discussion of possible donors of funds such as Mr.
Benjamin and Mr. Keppel and it was pointed out that the project has been submitted
to Mr, Keppel and ie still under his consideration.

It was agreed that the Virginia project falls rather within the field of
the SSRC than the ACLS 8iNGe the records would be largely gsocial, economic and
pOlitiC&lo

It was also recognized that the research situation at Virginia is rather
unfortunate inasmuch as Mr, Gee is not himself a research man and of necessity
hires research workers to do the work and then himself signs the report,

There was discussion by Professor Gras as to endorsing the project without
a grant of funds, The Committee was uneasy about the wisdom of endorsing a project
and then turning it loose, It was felt that this would probably mean that the
Councils would have %o go out and get funds for it.

Final decision on the project was postponed until the meeting on the
following day.

The Committee felt that the fields should be divided for the state
agencies into regional and other bases of collection,




There was discussion as to whether the time was ripe for a regional
conference and it was felt that so much planning was entailed that it probably
could not be held for over a year,

Mr, Lynd raised question of regional use of materials., Is any given
university in New Ingland making its materials available $o others in its par-
ticular region?

In answering state appeals for assistance in collection and preservation
of materials, the Committee's policies were tentatively sketched as follows:

1) Helping to instruct and guide local people as to what is best for
them to do ~ to get scientific as over against other interest.

(2) Help them to divide work so that adjoining societies in adjoining
states might play a part in the work,

(3) To have no rule in the matter of emergencies regarding the granting
of funds,

(4) Consider whether enterprise is something new and would have experi-
mental value.

(5) Encourage projects where the Committee is umable to help.

Dr. Buck pointed out that libraries are sending materials from one to
another less often because materials are then not available at source and be-
cause they get worn out.

It wgs felt that the States should concern themselves with Federal
materials within their borders such as custonm accounts, ete., which relate to
then,

Dr, Buck told of the efforts that had been made in Minnesota to preserve
valuable material in the land offices when certain of them were cloged out,

Dr. Buck then stated that since the Committee had agreed that s survey
would be a desirable thing, how should it be carried out? He asked whether funds
were available for a preliminary survey - not an exhsustive survey. Would the

procedure be this:
(1) Make a bibliography of bibliographies.

(2) Canvass what is being done with reference to the preservation of
materials at the pregent time,

(3) Make a survey of publication sctivities under way on source materials,
He added that the primary purpose of the survey would be to guide the

Committee in ite further deliberations. The results achieved might be later
re-worked and published in a form that would make it valuable to other agencies,

Dr. Buck asked whether the Committee itself could undertake such a survey
and whether it could hire someone else to do the work,




Hr, Lynd suggested that sections of the survey be divided among the
menbers of the Committee and cther individuals for execution.

The Committee felt that it would probably be desirable to make a more
general survey before such an intensive plan were undertaken,

Dr., Buck mentioned the fact that the states used to take censuses in
between the Federal Census (that is, some of them), and wondered whether it
would not be worth while to revive thiz work.

Dr. Buck advised the Secretaries of the two Councils to take under
advisement the proposed survey by the Committee,

Drs Leland and Mr, Lynd advised Mr, Buck that it would be necessary
for the Committee to submit & detailed plan and budget for the consideration
of the Councils before they could act,

Professor Gras suggested a conference in Boston #f manuscript custodieans,
librariaus, secretaries of various societies, and those engaged in research to
discuss the problem before the Committee.

Dr, Leland stated that as regards the humanities side of the problem,
the work would be done in his office from the viewpoint of the information which
his Council needs anywsy. He recommended that for the survey under discussion
an independent person be secured to do the work under Mr, Buck's direction.

This person could go to New York, Washington and Chicago and use the materials
available at these points,

Dr. Buck knows such a man, a Mr, Holbrook, who could do the work ad-
mirably,

Mr. Lynd pointed out that instead of getting detailed information on 2
wide front, there are certain points which stand out so that the Committee can
recognize these points at which it will want detailed information.

Professor Gras felt that a regionsl conference should be bbld before the

survey is made. Mr. Iynd felt that perhaps enother meeting of the Committee would
be advisable before the survey is undertaken.

The Committee agreed that a conference would be desirable when the
survey is &t its disposal but nothing would be gained at present, although it
came Yo no agreement &s to just when the conference ghould be held,

Professer Gras asked that the Chhfiman prepare replies to the following
questions and report at the meeting the following day:

(1) Give the survey a name.

(2) Set forth the objects.

(3) Categories of inquiry.

(4) Ways of doing the work,

(5) whet comes next?




The meeting adjourned at 4145 P, M.

EHEERRORHEE

The meeting was called to order at 9145 A, M., Tuesday momning,
February 18th, Those present were: the Chairmen, Dr. Buck, Professor Gras, Dr,
Leland, Mr. Lydenberg, Professor Wissler, and Mr. Lyrd and Professor Wilson.

Dr. Buck made his report on the five questions submitted at the close
of yesterday's meeting as following:

(1)

(2)

The Committee's survey might be called "A Report on the Situation
and Needs with Reference to Source Material for Research in the
Humanities and the Social Sciences."

The objectives of this survey are to enable the Committee to make
plans for meeting the most serious needs and to meet them somewhat
in the order of their importance, and to aid the Committee and the
Councils in judging projects submitted by others.

Ask each member of the Committee to send & memorandum of ideas and
suggestions to the Chaiman, Ask Dr. Meland to arrange for drawing
off and supplying to the Chairman such information as he has avail-
able, Provide the Chairman with an assistant for perhaps three

months, at $225 a month, and $75 for clerical and stenographic
expenses to enable him to obtain information by correspondence snd
the examination of reports and to draft a tentative report., Have
copies of this tentative report sent to the other members of the
Committee for revision and suggestions for improvement.

The report should contain a list of the important agencies that

are functioning in the field with which the Committee is concerned
- not with any detailed account of their activities - some to be
listed by types rather tham by individuals - thus, public libraries
would be one type, The report should contain an enumeration of
end discussion of activities under way and discussion of the situ-
ation and needs in the following fields:

(a) Collection: sub-heads under this as follows; menuscripts,
newspapers, physical objects, etc.

(b) Preservation, including such points as qualities of paper,
methods of reproduction, prevention of unwise destruction, etc.
(Has not in mind a comprehensive discussion of these problems

but an enumeration of what activities and what research is
under way looking towards the solution of those problems or &
statement of what the problems are.)

(e) Accessibility, involving such things as regional distribution
of material from the point of view of what is under way -
restrictions on the use of material - what considerations are
being given to this problem - a bibliography of guides, inven-
tories and bibliographies of source materials, including
projects under way or proposed and

. it b - 201 = kel MR




(5) Perhaps hold another meeting next swmer at which the Committee
could work out a plan for meeting the most serious needs that have
disclosed themselves,

Mr. Lynd asked whether quelity of paper question would meean visiting
people doing paper research. Dr, Buck replied that it would mean bringing out
the fact that there are agencies at work on this problem, what the agencies are,
and what projects are under way.,

Regarding the collection of manuscripts the AHA and the Library of
Congress could furnish much information.

There are three organizations in the country collecting newspapers on
a large scale, American Antiquarian Soclety, Wisconsin Historical Society, and
the Iibrary of Congress, Most states collect their own newspapers,

Another aspect of the preservation of documents is their wise destruc—
tion, What is being done at present; by the states; by the Library of Congress?

Dr. Leland submitted a plan for the Committee's further procedurs at
the meeting which was adopted as a docket. The plan iss

<3 " NSDOIGE anc AT1iIass

1. Preparation of a series of brief statements setting forth the differ-
ent categories of material that are useful in humanistic and social
scienceiresearch, To serve as a body of suggestions $o collectors.

Nlnaxry mm

Summary report on agencies now engaged in activities pertimant to the
fnterests of the Committee, with brief enumeration of such activi-
ties und projects and their scope.

Bibliography of printed (perhaps also unprinted) catalogues, inven-
tories, lists, calendars, corpora, etc., of source materials located
within the United States that are useful for humanistic and social
science research,

Gonferences:

4, Convocation of conferences of collecting agencies, having due regard
to regional interests and to special objectives, for the purpose of
discussing objects and methods of collection, and of facilitating
the better coordination of activities.

S. Convocation of conference of groups interested in general inventories
of historical and literary manuscripts,

Stildies 0 be E Boed ated ant
€. Problem of durability of materials including

(a) Problem of ink, paper, typewriter ribbons, ete.

Eb Prolonging life of existing material.

¢) Durability of photographic materials - paper » films, etc.
7. Reproduction of rare or unique materials,

Photostat - plenograph.




8. Destruction of useless materials.

It was suggested that a handbook be prepared to cover item 1, This
would take about a month to complete. It could be broken up into separate
sections although it would be correlated for publication. The series would be
available both separately and as a whole,

It was felt that Mr. Holbrook could report on item 2., agencies now
engaged in activities, ete., in about three or four months of actual working time.

It was felt thatiitems 2. and 5. should be done by the same person under
Mr, Buck's direction. This would mean economy in time end work.

It was felt that the various plans and parts of the work could well go
forward at the same time even though they were carried out separately.

The value of honoraria in getting statements on categories of source
material was discussed.

Such questions-as the following might be submitted to workers:
At what points does the development of your field await wider or
more effective collection of materials?

What material already being collected should be more adequately
collected?

The request to the worker might emphasize the collection of new types
of material not being collected now,

The following list of subjects was prepared on which reports are to be
asked of people in the respective fields:

General and Social History

Econcmi and Buginess History

History of Art and Literature (Intellectual and Cultursl History)
Political and Diplomatic History

Sociology

Social Pgychology

Political Science

Social Anthropology

(Pr. Leland suggested also, Linguistics, Archaeology, and Oriental
Studies in the United States, but the shorter classification was
decided upon.)

It wase

YOIED: That Professors Gras and Wissler are appointed a Committee of
two to define the fields for which statements of collection
problems will be secured,

It was the SENEE OF THE MFETING that Professor Gras and Professor Wissler

will prepare duplicate lists of the names of those to whom lebters are to be
sent and forward them to the offices of the ACLS and the SSRC who will each




send the letters of inquiry referred to in the vote above to those people
whose interests are in their respective fields. Professor Gras and Professor
Wissler are to make a draft of the letter which ie to be used by the Councils
as a model.

It was suggested that Prufessor Gras prepare such a statement himself
on business history and that Professor Scirlesinger be asked to prepare one on
social ‘history.

Under this plan of procedure there will no mauneration for these
statements and there will be no time limit for their receipt,

Dr. Buck requested the Sub-Committee to meke suggestions for the more
comprehensive reports,that are to be prepared with an honorarium,on the basis of
these preliminary statements to the Committee.

The Committee felt that its next meeting night well be held the early
part of September. Branford, Connecticut, was suggested as a possible meeting
place,

The meeting adjourned at 12145 P, M. for luncheon,
s

The meeting reconvered at 2115 P. M. with the membership present at the
morming session,

After some discussion of items 2. end 5. on Dr. Leland's docket (see
p. 18), it was

YOTED: That the Chairman of the Commitbee is authorized to appropriate
vhatever funds will be available within the terns of the grant, to
hire an investigster to carry out projects 2. and %, on Dr.
Leland's docket, as follows:

2, Summary report on agencies now engaged in activities pertinent
%o the interests of the Committee with brief enumeration of such
activities and projects and their scopej and

Bibliogrephy of printed (perhape slso unprinted) catalogues,
inventories, lists, calendars, corpora, ete,, of source
materials located within the United States that are useful for
humanistic and social science research,

It was felt that thiz work could be completed on the funds available and
that there will be no need to ask additional funds.

Ttems 4. and 5. on Dr. Leland's docket (see Ps 13) concerning conferences
were then discussed,

It was




YOTED: Thet Mr. Lydenberg draw up a2 letter covering item 4. [Convocation
of conferences of collecting agencies, having due regard to
regional interests and to special objectives, for the purpose
of discussing objects and methods of collection, and of facili-
tating the better coordination of activities.) to be placed on
the agenda of the Regional Committees for discussion at their
next meetings and that this letter be forwarded to the Committees
at the request of the Chairman of the Joint Committee on Materials
for Research,

It was also

YOTED: That the American Council of Learned Societies and the Social
Sclence Research Council be asked to consider the feasibility of
a conference of the groups interested in general inventories of
Americen historical and literary manuscripts in the United
States.

Iten 8. on Dr. Leland's docket (see p. 13) was then discussed, end it was

YOTED: That Mr. Lydenberg be asked to report et the next meeting of the
Committee on the situation in the field of the problem of the
durability of materials including (a) Problem of ink, paper,
typewriter ribbons, ete., (b) Prolonging life of existing materis
and (c¢) Durability of photographic materials - paper - films, etc,

Item 7. on Dr, Beland's docket {see p. 13) was discussed. It was felt
that work on this problem might well be done by some one individual interested in
the mechanical details of the work., Professor Robert C. Binckley was mentioned
as being greatly interested in the work in this field. After further discussion,
it waes felt that Professor Binckley would be able to contribute much to the
Committee and, it was

YOTED: That Professor BRobert C. Binckley of Smith College be added to
the Committee membership and that the problem of the reproduction
of pare or unique materials be turned over to him by the Chairman.

It was

YOTED: That the problem of the destruction of useless materials be
referred to Professor Gras with the request that he present the
problem with suggestions as he sees them at the September
mesting of the Committee.

The Committee then took up the various projects submitted to ity

Professor Gras reported on this project and suggested that one-half

of the sum asked for ($75,000) be granted with the stipulation that the other
half be raised elsewhere.




Dr. Buck then discussed the scope of the project. He asked what is to
be considered economic and what is not to be considered economic. The usefulness
of the result would consist in what the scope of the work is to be and the project
does not state what ite scope is to be. It is to contain much material of inter-
est to others than economists but the statement does not indicate what this
material would be.

It is planned that the material for the bibliography would be obtained
from certain British and certain American libraries. What about material that
does not appear in these libraries? Hss the Qomuittee for this bibliography
considered, from the viewpoint of the American associates of this group, starting
by making a selection from the Library of Congress catalogue for getting from
the Librawy of Congress cards? Has the Committee considered the use of these
Library of Congress ecards in indicating where books are to be found? What is
to be done about editions? Is there %o be 2 veparate entry for each edition, or
is the first edition to be listed and the others to be indicated?

Professor Gras thought the @nphasis would be on the eighteenth century,
He did not know the terminal date tut thought it might be about 1880.

Pr. Leland asked if most of the information about American publications
is not contained in Evans.

Hr. Lydenberg stated that pamphlet material here is more important than
early books in thig country and asked whether the Pnglish Committee had congidered
this.

Professor Wilson said that the plan gives no indieation that places where
books are to be found wonld be particularly noted.

¥r. Lydenberg folt that indicsticn should be made glving the source of
information about a particeular book which does appear in a collection,

Dr. Buck seid that vhenever it is known, it should be indicated that a
copy exists both in Fnglend end in America, The absence of such indication would
not mean however that it did not exist in a certain library, but merely that it
was known whether it did or did not,

Professor Gras stated that the colleetions ir this country to be cata-
logued are Professor Seligman's and the Foxwell collection at Harvard,

Dr. Buek said that it is expected that the work will include American
material and where located in chief American libraries, He asked whesher there is
to be a librarian or bibliographer from the Americsn side as an adjunct to the
Committee, and suggested Mr. Eaton for this post when he was t01d that this was
the expectation.

Mr, Lydemberg stated that as the plan was at present drawn up, the
bibliography would have to depend on Mr. Seligman's collection for French, Italian
and German material, while the Bnglish material would be well-covered,




Professor Gras said thet Golldsmith's library is rich in early Dutch and
French material, end there may be somz Spanish and other material. On the whole,
however, from the American point of view, the bibliography would not be nearly
8o complete or valuable as to these manuscripte snd materials as it would be with
regard to English,

Dr. Buck felt that the project should perhaps be restricted in its scope
rather than trying to cover a wide fronmt, It might be well to make it compre-
hengive to 1800, for instance, or, it might be limited to things printed in
English, If French, Italian, etc., are to be included, it should be a thorough
Job and not a partial one as at precent it would appear,

The Americen part of the work would be only & contribution to the final
result after the English had finished as at present outlined.

Dr, Wilson felt that the plan should be reorganized on a distinctly
international scope or else restricted to Ingland, It appears to be merely a
desire to have certaln collectlons indéxed bocause such indexing would be useful
regardless of its comprehensiveness, There is a question as to whether it is
worth while to put that much money into such = plan,

Mr, Lydenberg suggested that it would be more useful to attack the
problem from the subject voint of view and bring out as funds permitted an index
as to what could be found on rent, taxation, ete, This would appeal to the
specialist, but how useful would it be to the rest of the economic world?

Professor Gras expressed the opirion that it would cost $100,000 to bring
& bibliography up to 1800 snd &s much more to carry it further,

The money asked for is not to cover the expenses of publication. Thisg
has already been provided for,

Dr. Buck suggested that a genersl bibliocgraphy of econonie theory be
brought out instead of the Anglo-American Bibliography proposed.

It was

YOIED:t That the Joint Committee on Materiale for Research feels that it
does not have sufficient information before it to take action eithe

for or against the project for an Anglo-American Bibliography of
Eeconomics submitted by #r. Eaton.

Dr. Leland offered to place himself at the disposal of the Committee
with regard to discussing the matter in England when he goes abroad this spring.

2. Plans of the Committee on Public Administration,

Professor White, the Chaiman of the Committee on Public Administratio
has submitted the plans of his Committee for this Committee's information., No
action was necessary,

¥
Dr, Buck said that Professor White should be informed of the Committess
decision on the collection of materisl and the reference of this work to the
Regional Committees. He should be informed that as specific problems come up in




his work, this Committee will be glad to aid as it can, This Committee would
like to receive copies of all reports and be informed as to the successes and
failures in the work of the Committee on Public Administration.

Hr, Lydenberg agreed to pass on all the information that he obtains
to the Committee,

5. Collection of Material in Virginia.

Dr, Leland felt that there are two considerations with regard to
this project: (1) the merits of the case; and (2) the policy involved. He feels
that the matter might be useful as a demonstration of collecting activity and as
a means of experimentation. He is convinced personally that they have done as
much as they can in Virginia at the present time for their own support. He feels
it is a meritorious plan and worthy of consideration and help, As far as the
Councils are concerned, such assistance might create a troublesome precedent. The
ACLS would not be in possessgion of funds to ensble it to extend general aid to a
project of this sort. Dr. Leland himself would be willing to try to assist in
getting support for the project for a very limited period, perhaps for the first
year. The endorsement would be given as a demonstration and experiment and an
emergency need to protect the ACLS from the precedent.

Dr, Buck suggested that the project would be strengkBened by:

(1) Having the field agent who is travelling about collecting material
make a survey of available material in the regions that he visits so that he would
make a somprehensive survey of historical resources, region by region (most of the
money is to be used for this field agent); and

(2) Giving the Committee assurances that the results of this survey
would be available for use by possible committees of this committee so that the
results would be available to scholars throughout the country rather than just
to people in Virginia,

It was

YOTEDt That the Joint Committee on Materials for Research recommends that
the Soclal Bcience Research Council and the American Council of
Learned Societies express their approval of the plans formulated
by the University of Virginia Library for the collection and
preservation of menuscript and other material relative to Virginia,
and that the two councils offer their good offices to the Univer-
sity of Virginia Library in seeking support for such plans;® The
Committee is of the opinion that any aid extended or secured to
the University of Virginia Library should be regarded as emergency
assistance for conducting an experimental demonstration of
interest to the councils, and further expresses the view that the
University of Virginia Library should agree to maintain a current
list of all acquired materials and of all materials located or
examfned by its agents.
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4. Conference opn Bibliographies.

The Conference on American Bibliographies which was to have been
held in Havana has been indefinitely postponed. No action was necessary.

Dr, Leland stated that the Library of Conmgress receives the
largest number of photostatic maproductions of any institution in the country and
is keeping a complete record of them. The American Council of Learned Societies
makes it a condition, or rather expresses the opinion that it is desirable,
according to Dr. Leland, that grantees make their material available to other
scholars when they have finished with it in the case of photostats of materials,
the originals of which are not in the United States.

The Library of Congress needs an individual to keep a record of all
photostatic material, The Councils would have to ihtervene to have application
for securing of photostats made.

It was

YOTED: Drhat the Joint Committee on Materials for Research endorses the
recomnendation of the Advisory Board of the American Council of
Learned Societies that a clearing house be established for infor-
mation about photostatic and other reproductions or transcriptions |
of materials now in the United States, their identity and location;
and that information regarding such a clearing house be widely |
diffused to leared societies, journals, universities, and scholars
with a request that they cooperate in keeping the list up to date;

9 That the Library of Congrees is the place for such a clearing
housej

9 That this be brought to the Attention of the Social Science
Research Council; and

4) Thet Dr, Leland is appointed as a Sub-Committee to discuss the
matter further with the Library of Congress.

This project, submitted by W. C. Ford is to be referred to Professor
Binckley.

It was

YOTED: That the project for a Photographic Newspaper File be turned over
to Professor Binckley for his advice end recommendations.,




VOTED: That consideration of this project be postponed until the
September meeting of the Joint Committee on Materials for
Research when the results of the regional conferences are
considered since this project hooks up with these conferences.

JOTED: That the project for a Survey of All Manuscript Materials for
History in Libraries or in Private Hands in the United States
be held for consideration until after the conference which is
to be held on this subject.

9 Parther Fupds for Committee.

It was

YOTED: 1) To recommend to the Social Science Research Council that an

appropriation be made of $250, or so much thereof as may be
necessary, to the Joint Commitiee on Materials for Research,
provided that this amount be matched dollar for dollar by the
AMepican Council of Learned Socleties for the period July 1,
1930, through December 31, 19503 and

2) To recommend to the Social Science Research Council that an
appropriation be made of $750, or so much thereof as may be
necessary, to the Joint Committee on Materials for Research,
provided that this amount be matched dollar for dollar by the
American Council of Learned Socleties for the_paléndar year
1931.

10. Change of Committee's Nane.
It was
VOTED: That the Committee's name be changed from "Committee on Fnlarge-

ment, Improvement and Preservation of Data" to "Joint Committee
on Materials for Research,*

11. Stationexy for Committee.

It was

VOTED: That stationery be printed for the Committee's use.
The meeting adjourned at $:30 P, M.




EXCERPTS FROM THE MEETING OF SOUTHERN REGIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE SOCIAL
SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL

HOTEL JUNG, New Orleeans, March 28, 29, 30, 1930
First session 10:00 o'clock, Friday Morming.

I11

Presentation and discussion of special memorandum from the Joint
Committee on Materiels for Peseéarch of the Social Science Research
Council and the iZmerican Council of ‘Learned Societies. Written
statement by Professor Solon J. Buck, chairmen of the Committee,

Reports of sgpecial efforts being made in the southern region--
Virginia, Texas, North Carolina, Duke, others. Note plan of the
University of California as described by Professor Westergaard,

New and special fields where source materials are specially needed
gnd svailable. Interchange with institutions of other regions, etc.

Others.,




EXCERPTS FROM REPORT OF THE MEETING OF THE SOUTHERN REGIONAL COMMITTEE OF
THE SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH COUNCIL HELD AT THE JUNG HOTEL, NEW ORLEANS,
MLARCH 28-29, 1930

III

The Committee re-emphasized the importance to the social sciences and to
social research of increasing efforts toward the collection, classification
end utilization of all available social materials--gpecially historical
materials, such as records, diaries, day-books, cemeteries, maps, etc.;
current materials--specially newspapers, periodicals, special fugitive
tracts, papers deeling with special issues, meps, materials incident to
modern invention and change. In particular, the possibilities of developing
gocial museum fecilities and museum resources was stressed.
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REPORT OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE OF THE ACLS AND THE SSRC ON MATERIALS
FOR RESEARCH, JULY 30, 193

Provision was made in the fall of 1939 for the establishment
of this committee under the name of Joint Committee on Enlargement,
Improvement, and Preservation of Datg. A4s originally constituted,
the committee consisted of N, S. B. Gras of Harvard, H., M, Lydenberg
of the New York Public Library, Waldo G. Leland of the AOLS, Clark
wissler of the American Museum of Natural History, and Solon J. Buck
of the University of Minnesota as chairman. Funds amounting to fif-
teen hundred dollare were made avallable for the work of the commlte
tee for the veriod ending July 31, 1930, one half being contributed
by each of the councils.

The first and only meeting of the committee was held on Febrpi-
ary 17 and 18 in the office of the SSRO in New York, and was attended
by all the members of the committee. Mr. Lynd, permanent secretary
of the SSRQ, also attended, and Mr., Wilson, president of the S3RO,
was present at some of the sessions., No formal statement of the
functions of the committee was adopted, but the dlscuession indicated
general agreement upon the followingt (1) The recognition and enumer-
ation of catepories of material for research} (3) Promoting the sys- _,
tematic collection and distribution of materials with duplication
when necessary and a study of methods of duplication; (2) Promoting
the avallability of materials by means of guldes, ocalendars, and
similar types of information about existing materials and thelr lo-
cation; (4) Study of the problems of the durability of material,
with a view to promoting such durability. ,

; Lator St ;f(-/"’ A

The committee decided to undertake the compilation of a mammal
enunerating the categories of material} and Messrs, Gras and Wissler
were appointed a sub-committee to'define the fields to be covered,
compilefa 1list of workers in these fields, whose codperation should
be sought, and draft a letter of inquiry to be sent to them. It was
the sentiment of the committee that this preliminary investigation
gshould be followed up by more comprehensgive and definite statements
for Che various fields to be prepared by selected socholars who should
receive s» honorariums,

The committee decided to have prepared under the supervision of
the chairman a liet of the agencies in the United States now engaged
in activities pertaining to materials for research, with brief state-
ments covering the activities of eachy z2leco a bibliography of cata-
logues, lists, calendars, corpora, ete., of source materials for
research in the humanistie and soclial sciences to be found in the
United States.




Report - 2

The committee dlscusced the desirabllity of promoting confer-
ences of collecting agencles on the basis of regional interest or
special objectives for the purposg¢ of discussing the objects and
methods of collection, and the coordination of activities; and Mr.
Lydenberg was asked to draft a letter for the purpose of bringing
the matter to the attention of the regional committees set up by
the SS8RC. It was aleo declded to ask the ACLS and the SSRC to cone
slider the feasibility of a conference of groups interested in gen-
eral inventories of American historical ahd literary manuscripts in
the United States.

Mr. Lydenberg waes ussked to investigate and report at the next
meeting of the committee on the situation with reference to the
durability of material; and Mr, Gras was asked to report on the
problem of the destruction of useless materials,

The committee declded to ask the two councils tc add "rofessor
Robert C. Binkley of Smith College (now of Western Reserve University)
to the committee, and to request him to report at a future meeting
on the problem of the reproduction of rare and unigque material.

The following seotion was taken on projects submitted to the com-
mittee by one or the other of the councils for recommendation;

Action on a project for the mapport by the SSRO of an Anglo-
Anerican Bibliography of Economics, submitted by Mr. Eaton of Harvard
University was postponéd pending the receipt of further information.

It was recommended that the two couneils express approval of
plans submitted by the University of Virginia Library for the collec-
tion and preservation of material relating to Virginia, and offer
thelr good offices in seecking support for such plans for the first
year, with the understanding that such support be regarded as emer-
gency assictance for an experimental demonstration, and that the
library maintain liste not only of materizl collected but also nf
that located or emamined.

The committee endorsed the reaommendation of the advisory board
of the ACLS that a clearing house be established in the Library of
Congress for information about photostatic and other reproductivns
or tramascriptions of materials now in the United States. The SSRC
was asked to take the matter under consideration and Mr., Leland was
asked to disouss the matter further with the Library of Congress.

A project for a photostatic reproduction of newspaper files,
submitted by W. C. Ford, was referred to lMr. Binkley for his advice
and recommendation.




Report - 3

The conesideration of a project for promoting the better repre-
gsentation and distribution of foreign learned periodicals in American
libraries was poetponed to a later meeting in order that it may be
taken up in commection with a consideration of the results of the
proposed regional conferences. Oonsideration of the project for &
survey of mamuscript material for American history was postponed
until after the projected conference of those interested in invene
tories of manuseripts in the American fleld,

The committee recommended to the two councils that each of
them appropriate an additional $350 for the work of the committee
during the period from July 1 to December 21, 1930, and §750 for
the calendar year, 1831.

It was voted that the name of the committee be changed to
#Joint Committee on Materials for Research" and that stationery,
using this name, be printed for the use of the committee.

Following the adjournment of the committee, Mr. Lydenberg
prepared a communication with reference to the proposed regional
conferences on materials for research for coneideration by the
regional committees of the SSRC, which was submitted to and approved
by the chairman,

By action of the two councils, Profescor Robert C. Binkley and
Professor Arthur H., Quinn of the University of Pennsylvania have
been added to the committee.

The subecommittee consisting of Messrs, Gras and Wissler has
functioned as directed in the matter of the proposed enumeration of
oategories of material, and is no¥ digesting the replies that have
been received with a view to reporting to the conmittee at 1ts next
meeting.

The chairman engaged the services of Mr, Franklin F. Holbrook
for the preparation of the survey of agencies and thelr acotivities,
and of the bibliography of guides, inventories, ete, Both of these
projects are now approaching completion and the results will be
ready for precentation to the comuittee at its next meeting.

A request from Mr. C. G. Woodson, director of the Aessocliation
for the Study of Negro Life and Hiestory, for the endorsement by the
SSRO of its request sub@itted to Mr. John D. Rockefeller, Jr., for
a gift of fifty thousand dollars for the discovery and collection
of manuseript material among negroes has recently been referred to
the committee. Qoples of the papers in the case have been trans-
mitted to the members of the committee, and a digest of the replies
received will be transmitted to the SSBRC in the near future.

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the committee

,%@/W

Chairman /}
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Report

The purpose of the present inquiry has been to obtain some general

ideas concerning the needs of the various fields for materials for research.
A letter was gsent out to a number of scholars asking for their opinions. In
this letter and in the supplementary statement that followed emphasis was

put upon materials not now being preserved, or not being adequately collected,
or not being accessible at present.

It was quite clear from the replies that a number of scholars had
never thought of the possibility of there being materials for their studies
that were not being collected or utilized. One of the contributions of the
Committee on Research may be to awaken a consciousness or establish a recogni-
tion of this possibility.

The form letter was framed in a general way so as not to ask leading
questions. Some persons were ready to respond but could not grasp the import
of the inquiry. Others were too busy to undertake a new task. The generous
participation of Professor L. L. Bernard, who wrote to a number of his colleagues
and whose report with some of theirs is included here, is specially appreciated
by the Sub-Committee.

The Sub~Committee has no formal recommendation to make. Some sug-
gestions, however, seem to arise out of the experience gained,

1, If further inquiry is to be made, the individuals asked to participate
should be chosen only after conversation or correspondence has shown
that they are interested and qualified.

Such participants should be paid liberally.
Copies of all or part of this report, or a specially prepared synopsis

of the same, should be sent to each of the participants.
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4. TFach participant should be told who the others are within his field

or in allied fields with whose interests he might be concerned. This
is in order to avoid useless and annoying correspondence and inquiry.
Most of the replies have been included azs an appendix to this report.
A few letters received have not been reproduced because they are of no general
value. Those arriving after Avgust 15, if any do arrive, will have come too

late to be inserted in the appendix,
Respectfully submitted,
N. S. B, GRAS (Chairman)

CLARK WISSLER




Form Letter of Inquiry

The Joint Committee on Materials for Research, appointed by the
Social Science Research Council and the American Council of Learned Societies,
is seeking information concerning needed source materials (such as newspapers,

manuscripts and physical objects) used in various fields of study. It wants

to learn about materials which are at present inadequately collected or pre-

served. The aim of the Committee is to develop wherever possible more adequate
collection of such materials.

The Committee hopes that you will report on the subject of

+ It leaves optional with you the matter of consulting your fellow
scholars in the field.

It would be most serviceable at the present stage of inquiry to have
a memorandum of a page or two on the materials and possible sources with any
explanations that may be necessary.

I shall appreciate it if you will send your reply to me at the

Minnesota State Historical Society, St. Paul.




Appendix cf Replies

PREHISTORY

Anthropology - Clark Wissler (American Museum of Natural History)

Since sending you a memorandum for the sub-committee on preservation of
materials, another important anthropological aspect of the question has come to
mind. Not infrequently it is necessary to move or destroy old cemeteries and
reinter the bones in another location. Such a cemetery was recently moved in
New York City and local historical interests took sufficient interest to care-
fully examine each grave, noting contents, character of the burial, etec. In
addition, Doctor Shapiro of the Museum staff was permitted to examine the
skeletons, making craniological and other observations. The data is being pre-
pared for publication because it throws interesting light upon the racial an-
thropological type of early settlers in this region.

In reference to the importance of this work, Dr. Shapiro published
a note in Museum News, April 1, 1927, from which the following is quoted:-

"Because of the importance of a more exact and thorough knowledge of the
physical characteristics of the early settlers of America it is necessary
to study the actual remains. From time to time ancient burying grounds are
uncovered, for various reasons; it is then that the opportunity should be
made available for an examination of these remains. There is not, at the
present time, a single published series of measurements of old American
crania, nor is there any collection available for study. This is in marked
contrast to Burope, where many large collections of both ancient and modern
crania are stored in various institutions. Por example, the three important
17th century London series, Whitechapel, Moorficlds and Farringdon, have
proved to be of the greatest significance and are accessible in the Biometric

Laboratory in London. There should be equivalent collections of Anmerican




crania in our great museums, or, at least, anthropologists should have

the opportunity to study the gkulls when they are brought to light and

before they are reinterred."

Assuming that you will be interested in adding this to the list of

recommendations to be made, I am

Anthropology (Linguistics and Ethnology) - John R. Swanton (Bureau of
American Ethnology)

So far as mamuscripts and early newspapers and other printed material
are concerned a large part of our work is done for us by the historians, and
if and when they do a complete job we shall have all the protection in that
line we need. I do not think of any class of documents of interest to an-
thropologists which would not be protected incidentally by historians. There
are local archives all over the country, and some state archives, which are
not being properly cared for, and in many cases are in imminent danger of
destruction, but historians must be fully as much alive to the situation as
anthropologists. Sometimes important notes regarding primitive peoples are
found in reports of missionary societies and not 2ll of these are published.
Occasionally there are such items in parish registers, and whoever undertakes
to work up the abériginal trail systcm of Amorica’will -find the records of
county surveyors and county court records of the utmost value. The care given
to the preservation of such records is very uneven. To these must be added
documents in old families, sometimes treasured, sometimes sllowed to disin-
tegrate. For instance, I learned the other day that the commission, along with
the sword and epaulets, of Capt. Bonneville is preserved in an old home in

Arkansas which is not occupied much of the time and might be destroyed at any




moment. Might it not be possible to put one or more men on the job of locating

material of this kind, obtaininz it for safe digposal where possible and, where
this is not possible, assisting the owners to take proper care of it? 1In
many cases lack of care may be due to sheer ignorance.

The mention of "physical objects" brings up the whole question of
archeological remains. As in the case of documents, there are numbers of smgll
collections of "Indian relics" in various places which occasionally contain
rare objects and usually are left to shift for themselves in some out-building,
attic, or perhaps a showcase where no real care is bestowed upon them. On
this point and on local collections of books and manuscripts, one of my cor-
respondents says: '"We all know of the old state and local museums all over the
country and in Canada, where valuable books and documents are accumlating dust
and uncatalogued, and ethnological collections rotting and unlabeled. But who
wants to mention names and institutions?" Still, names and irstitutions could
be mentioned to a few men who, like those sugaested to look after documents,
could place themselves in sympathetic touch with the owners or care takers of
the collections in question and see that they are adequately protected. In the
matter of local archeological collections it might be best to work through the
Committee of the National Research Council on State Archeological Surveys.

I do not know whether this problem has been called to their attention. A casge
of this kind is furnished by four Stanley paintings of Indians kmown to be pre-
served in a small house in Oklahoma and liable tc destruction at any time.

Although the matter is not immediately covered by the scope of the
Committee, I wish, before closing, to meniion once more the possibility of
greater co-operation between historians and anthropologists in documentary re-
search. It happens that documentary material regarding some tribes is of

particular importance and historians may very well chance upon it and pass on
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without recognizing its value. It would be of advantage to many anthropologists
if some way could be deviged of enlisting the interest of historians who happen
to be going through large collections of early documents so that manuscripts of

value to the former could be located.

Primitive Art in Canada - Harlan I, Smith (National Museum of Canada)

In reply to your letter of May 5th inquiring as to what materials are
inadequately collectéd for a study of Primitive Art, I cm replyonly as to
Prehistoric Art in Canada. So far as possible we collect or file in the
archaeological file in the office of the archaeologist of the National Museum
of Canada, Ottawa, everything possibdle relating to the Archaeological Aboriginal
Art of Canada - including specimens, photographs, drawings, literature, news-—
paper clippings, magazine articles, books, maps showing the location of finds,
samples of rock cliffs on which sculptures or paintings are found, plaster of

Paris casts, concrete casts, rubbings and tracings. No doubt none of the col-

lections are absolutely complete and adequate, but anything that you may call

to our attention as especially inadequately collected we will give special at-
tention.

As to modern Primitive Art in Canada, Mr. Jenness may give you a
memo, and I am handing him your letter. I may state, however, that for that
division I have collected besides specimens samples of raw materials, and

samples of materials from which dyes and paints are made.
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Archaeology - Carl E, Guthe (Wational Research Council)

Sometime ago I received a letter from Dr. Buck with regard to the
Joint Committee on Materials for Research, in which he asked me to report
on the subject of archaeology, both specimens and documents.

Archaeology is a large subject when considered from a world view-
point. I do not know whether you expect me to advise you on matters dealing
with Far East, Mediterranean, and European archacology as well as North
American archaeology. I consider myself equipped to handle only the problems
of the latter field.

To my mind, the question of documentary evidence in archaeology is
largely the function of the historian. The archaeologist must use documents
of several kinds in the comparative study in the laboratory of materials obtained
from the ground. In North America, such documents would be the records left
by the early explorers and travelers in regions where Indians were still living
in their natural state.

The question of specimens is an entirely different problem. Speci-
mens in themselves are of little value to the student of cultural development.
In order to interpret the lives of past commnities, we must have data on the
relationship of the specimens while still in the ground, and their complete
history after they have been removed from the ground. One of our first dif-
ficulties in North American archaeology is the handling of intelligent, en-
thusiastic, but often misgzuided amateurs. The dealer in archaeological speci-
mens should receive no consideration. Archaeologiste have given much thought
and study to the best methods of securing specimens. Their general conclusions
have been presented in a very brief manner in a recent publication of the
National Research Council lmown as Bulletin No. 93 of the Reprint and Circular

Series. I am taking the liberty of mailing you o copy of this circular because
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I believe it presents clearly the ideals for which professional North American
archaeologists are working.

One sentence refers to materials which are at present inadequately
collected. My answer to that is that probably every county in the United
States contains one or more private collections of archaeological specimens,
and that fully ninety per cent of them are inadequately recorded.

Another paragraph in the letter refers to the materials and possible
sources., Contrary to the belief of many people, archaeological evidence exists
almost everywhere in the United States. The sources of such material are
therefore relatively myriad. Our difficulty is not in finding the material,
but rather in preventing the destruction of this material by ignorant en-
thusiasts.

I do not know whether this is the kind of thing you wanted from me.

If it does not answer the questions you had in mind, I hope you will let me

know.
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American History in Foreign Archives - S. F. Bemis (Georze
Washington University)

OPPORTUNITIES FOR RESEARCH WITH FAC-SIMILES FROM FOREIGH ARCEIVES
IN THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

Beginning with September, 1927, the Library of Congress has been
pursuing a very comprehensive program of reproduction of manuscript materials
relating to American History, to be found in Buropean archives. This enter-
Prise has been made possible by a gift of five hundred thousand dollars from
Mr. John D. Rockefeller, Jr., to be expended over a period of five years
commencing with September 1, 1927. The enterprise was organized and set on
foot in Europe by Professor Samuel Flags Bemis of George Washington University,
who had direction of the work during a two years' leave of absence, 1927-1929.
It is now being continued under the direction of that well-known scholar,

Dr. Worthington C. Ford. A summary description of the scope of the work to
date is contained in the annual report of the Library of Congress for 1929,
pages 75-96 (reprints of this are available at the Library of Congress). To
date, work has been started in England (Record Office, British Museum, House
of Lords, Lambeth Palace, Fulham Palace, Society for the Propagation of the
Gospel in Foreign Parts, and other, minor libraries in England, Wales, Scot-

land, and Ireland); France (Bibliotheque Nationale, Archives Nationales,

¢
Archives du Ministere des Affaires Etrangéres, and various provincial libra-

ries); Holland (Rijksarchief and Royal National Library); Germany (in the State
Archives at Hamburg, Bremen, L#beck, Berlin~Dallen, Altona, Xiel, Wolfenbiittel,
Marburg, Oldenburg, Mecklenburg, M#nster, etc.); Sweden (Riksarkiv at Stock-

holm); Norway (Riksarkiv, Department for Sociale Saker, Universitetsbibliothek,
Deichmanske, Bibliothek, Historiografisk Samling, Emigrant-Kontor, all in Oslo):

Denmark (at the Royal National Library, Copenhagen); Austria (Haus-, Hoff-,
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und Steatsarchiv-Vienna); Italy (State Archives in Venice, Turin, Vaples; and

the Vatican Library); Spain (National Archives at Simencas, Madrid, and Seville).

In general, this fac-simile materigl relates to three principal
categories of documents relsting to the history of the United States, including
the Colonial Period. The first of these is material dealing with the administra-
tion of European colonies in North America, English, French, Dutch, Spanish,
Swedish. The second category consists of diplomatic correspondence of the
various European foreign offices with their representatives in the United States,
dispatches and instructions with relevant enclosures and other pieces. This
work has been undertaken in foreign office archives of England, Holland, France,
Spain, Sweden, Austria. The work of photography has begun with the documents of
earliest date and it is intended to continue the reproduction down to the latest

date at which the archives are open for photography. This date is, generally

speaking, 1878, but,in the case of France, it is limited so far to 1814; and in
the case of Spain, the program of photography has not advanced beyond the year
of 1800. The third category of source material consists of records pertinent
to the history of emigration into the United States. The reproduction of such
documents so far is limited to Norway, Germany, and to a minor extent, Austria.
In addition to these three principal categories of documents, numerous other
subjects are covered, particularly ecclesiastical records, maps, etc.

The basis of selection of the documents photographed is the several
GUIDES published by the Department of Historical Research of the Carnegie Insti-
tution of Washington. The design is to reproduce the material which is listed
in the guides already published as well as those in process of preparation.
Thus a student in any library in the United States which is a depository of the

Carnegie Institution may, by consulting these guides, ascertain whether there is




manusceript material in Buropean archivesg dealing with the subject of his
interest. He may then assume that these fac-simileg have been or will some
time be made by the Library of Congress of material so listed. The next
step is for him to write to the Library to see whether the fac-simile work
has yet included the documents which interest him. It is understood that
facilities exist at the Library of Congress for the loan of fac-similes to
regponsible libraries in the United States. In this way, in fac-simile form,
the manuscripts of European archives, in so far as they deal with the history
of America, can be brought to the desk of the responsible investigator almost
anywhere in the United States.

It is estimated that toward upwards of six hundred thousand pages
of fac~similes have been made, indexed, and shipped to the Library of Congress
at Washington., The enterprise is the largest and most significant of its

kind yet attempted in the field of American Historical Research.

American Naval History - D. W, Knox

Replying to your letter of May fifth, I enclose herewith a pamphletl

which goes into the question of the very inadequate materials collected in
any one place covering naval history.
I feel that there are few phases of American history in which an
adequate collection is more urgently needed.
"The importance of the naval side (including irregular forces) of
the Revolution is manifest. Why has no comprehensive history of all this
naval activity ever been written? The explanation is very simple. Many of the

records, of course, have been lost, but hundreds of thousands of others still

1

Captain Dudley W. Knox (U. S. Navy, Retired), "Our Vanishing History and
Traditions," reprinted from the United States Naval Institute Proceedings,
Vol. 52, No. 1, Whole No. 275 (January, 1926).
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in existence are so badly scattered as to make it almost impossible to find

and collate the information which they contain and to piece together anything

approaching a complete history of what occurred. TFortunately there are a

number of large collections of Revolutionary documents in state archives and
in the files of historical societies and libraries. But probably the greater
number are distributed in small groups among thousands of small libraries,
county court houses, small historical societies, and private collectors.

"Recognizing this unsatisfactory situation, Congress appropriated
$30,000 in 1913 for the purpose of photographing the scattered Revolutionary
military and naval documents and making a federal collection of copies which
would be sufficiently complete to serve historical needs. The commission which
started this work very soon decided that their funds would limit efforts to a
few states, and decided to concentrate upon Massachusetts, Virginia, and North
Carolina. Even in this restricted field it was found impossible to be thorough.
For example, all that could be done in Massachusetis was to photostat from the
state archives the Massachusetts Board of War minutes, orders, and letters
(2,914 documents) and from the Harvard University Library, Hamilton's Journal
of the Vincennes Expedition (77 documents). In the Harvard Library alone, to
say nothing of hundreds of other sources of Revolutionary material within the
state of Massachusetts, there must remain thousands of documents which could
not be copied. The commission ceased its work in 1914 on account of exhaustion
of funds.

"Whether Congress will ever renew appropriations for the completion
of the task of collecting originals or copies of Revolutionary historical docu-
ments is doubtful. The necessity of doing so much photostating makes the work

expensive, which difficulty might be largely overcome by the use of some such
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device as the recent invention of Admiral Fiske permitting the ready reading

of extremely small type, and therefore a great reduction in the size of the

photostat copy. Meantime efforts are being made to induce private collectors
to donate originals or copies of Revolutionary manuscript and pictures, and
in this way, considerable progress recently has been made in building up the
naval archives. New material is constantly coming to light. Only within the
last few days the writer learned of three groups of very early manuscript,
one of them containing about 1,000 documents, which have been in a garret or
otherwise inaccessible for more than a hundred years. ZEvery effort is being
made to obtain at least copies of these before they are accidentally burned
or sold and scattered to the four winds.

"One might imagine that after the adoption of the Constitution and
the formation of the existing federal government, pains were taken to keep
reasonably complete official naval files. But such is unfortunately not true.
The case is illustrated by the recent discovery of an official report made in
1815 by the Board of Navy Commissioners to the Secretary of the Navy, by special
request of the latter. This important document making a general survey and
broad recommendations respecting the whole naval establishment--navy yards,
ships, personnel, laws, and so forth--remained in the possession of descendants
of one of the Board of Navy Commissioners until very recently when it was
donated to the public archives. This is merely one of a great number of similar
cases which could be cited to demonstrate the wide dispersion and deplorable
inaccessibility of the official sources of naval history and tradition; a con-
dition resulting from old customs rather than any culpability on the part of

individuals."
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American Political History - Edgar E. Robinson (Stanford University)

This is in response to your letter of June 2 with reference to the
work of the Joint Cormittee on Materials for Research.

I have not had conference with colleagues on materials for political
history...inasmch as I felt that my experience and proposal in this matter
was sufficient to meet the need. As for diplomatic history, this is a matter
which I am calling to the attention of several colleagues who are particularly
concerned with this subject, and I am asking them to draw up a statement.

I am enclosing my own statement.

IN THE FIELD OF POLITICAL HISTORY IN CALIFORNIA,
AND IN THE UNITED STATES

A. The collection of manuscript materials, in particular correspondence,

of political leaders. Much of this is still in private possession, often in-

. adequately protected from fire, and sometimes the value (historical) not known

to the owner.
Examples:

a. The correspondence files, covering period 1885-1901, of Senator
Stephen M. White. Stored for a considerable time in a wooden building.
Now in Stanford University Library.

b. The diary of Senator Milton Latham covering political events in
Sacramento and Washington in 1860-61. Discovered by accident in pos-
session of a friend of Stanford University to whom the volume had come
as a gift at the time of death of a friend. It was thought valuable be-
cause of blank pages.

¢. Correspondence of Senator William M. Gwin. In private possession,
despite the fact that Memoir of Gwyn (in manuscript) is in Bancroft Library

at Berkeley. Believed to be extremely important material.
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d. Correspondence of Senator John D. Works; most of it destroyed
because not believed to be valuable. Later Senator Works prepared a
memoir (now in Stanford University Library) and his son has turned over
a small body of correspondence which had been saved.

B. The collection of manuscript and pamphlet materials touching on
political organization (including political parties). A survey should be
made of the personnel of the organizations, in particular political party
committees, and a canvass made of each of these members for pamphlets, cor-
respondence, lists of contributors and newspaper files. This is very im-
portant in the case of successful candidates who served in state offices.

C.A change of attitude of scholars toward the place of party organiza-
tion in government would result in a greater insistence upon the collection
of material of managers and committee members. Long has it been thought by
many that collections must be confined to the official pronouncements of
parties. Back of these are to be found the materials of management. They are

difficult to locate, often have been destroyed, and are generally thought un-

important. The whole attitude toward their value must be altered, and a search

t_t_ |

for these materials, whenever undertaken, will meet adequate financial backing.

It is reallya new field. If search reveals a considerable body of material,
it will make necessary a rewriting of political history in terms of party
organization. It has been done in a measure for certain "third" parties, but

not for the "two great parties." Here it is most important.
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Diplomatic History - Tyler Dennet (Dept. of State, Washington, D. C.)

With "Van Tyne and Leland's Guide" and with the list of manuscript
collections which ig published by the Library of Congress, one has a pretty
good survey of the source materials of this country for American and diplomatic
history. It may be said, with slight reservation, that everything listed in
"Van Tyne and Leland's Guide" is inadequately cared for at present. Presumably

this situation will be improved when we have a national archive.

Business History - N. S. B. Gras (Harvard University)

MEMORANDUM ON THE NEEDS OF BUSINESS HISTORY FOR THE
JOINT COMMITTEE ON MATERIALS FOR RESEARCH

1. The student of business history needs above all the private records of in-
dividual business firms., These include directors' minutes, correspondence,
Journals, ledgers, and so on, the first two categories being generally the
most valuable. Material of this kind exists for the period from the four-
teenth century down to the present, but it is generally fragmentary.

2. The memoirs of business men are of great help. A number of these exist,
such as those of John Wanamaker and Jay Cooke which are both still unpub-
lished,

3. The diaries of business men, so far as I know, probably do not exist. 1In
view of the fact that no official record is made of the real reasons for
decisions of business policy and changes in manggement, the private diary
of an executive setting forth the reason for decision and action would be
of great help. The only way to bring about the desired results would be,
by means of published articles, to encourage business men to keep such
records. It is perhaps expecting too much in the case of all but the older

executives.
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4. The physical objects in the forms of tools, machinery, and products are of

great assistance. They are to be found in museums, public and private.
Private museums: United Shoe Machinery Corporation, Boston, Mass.
Dennison Manufacturing Company, Framingham, Mass.
Ford Museum, Dearborn, Michigan.
Public Museums: Smithsonian Museum, Washington, D. C.
The Commercial Museum, Philadelphia
Museum of Science and Industries, Chicago

5. One of the chief problems is to persuade business firms to preserve their
most important records. Some of them periodically destroy everything that
exists. Others allow their records to disintegrate. Something might be
done by appealing to business men directly to preserve certain types of
their material. For the larger concern, such as the United States Steel
Corporation, this would mean a great expenditure of money.

6. Historical societies should be encouraged to collect and preserve business
records. In many cases, however, there is inadequate space and financial
support for handling the types of documents that are being collected.

The Business Historical Society, established in Boston in 1925, has
done not a little by collecting and classifying documents which are housed
in the Baker Library. It has also sent representatives to various parts of
the country, encouraging local societies to do what they can in the way of

collecting and arranging business documents. Tt has offered to co-operate

in a number of ways.

Social History - A. M. Schlesinger (Harvard University)
It seems like carrying coal to Newcastle to write you in regard to
needed source materialgin the field of American social history. Judging from

Minnesota History, your policy all along has been shoped with this in mind.

What is there left for me to say? Since the social historian is interested in
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everything relating to the past of American civilization, he wants everything
collected and preserved. Doubtless most libraries should give more attention
to ephemeral material than they have in the past. It is clear, further, that
few libraries have done their duty in preserving the advertising sections of
the magazines they have bound. Nowadays it is important that the jackets as
well as the books themselves should be preserved.

As for manuscript collections, we have, as you know, suffered from
the paucity of the records of business concerns, of the development of sports,
of religious organizations, of the wide variety of reform bodies, of materials
relating to health and medical conditions, etc. etc.

As for physical objects, too few of our museums have been interested
in materials relating to the household arts, to agriculture, to transportationm,
to penology and to what you might cell the vulgar arts. The example sel by
Bastern museums in reproducing bits of colonial life make me feel that a great
deal more could be done in the way of establishing museums of pioneer life, and,
what interests me more, displays which would jllustrate the transition of im-
migrant groups from 0ld World life to New World conditions.

I fear that none of this is sufficiently definite to be of any use

to you since I have not pointed out specific collections; but that would require

more time and investigation than I could give to it now.
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ECONOMICS

Ihventions - Waldemar Kaempffert (Museum of Science and Industry, Chicage)

Aeronautics is so young a branch of engineering that almost any one
who has followed the subject could report upon it. It seems to me that I could
be of more use to you in dealing with inventions as a whole. Nevertheless, if
you still believe that I could contribute anything on transportation, I will

abide by your decision. I will look forward to your reply.

Commodities - Charles R. Toothaker (Commercial Museum, Phila.)

I am not sure just what your committee means to include in the matter
of source materialsfor research. This museum has an infinite amount of authentic
material in the way of specimens of commercial raw products from all parts of the
world. When I say, commercial raw products, we mean articles that have actual
economic value at this time and also those which are either utilized in a small
way in the 1oca;ity where they are produced or things which it seems may have

potential value.

These specimens include articles of practically all kinds in the animal,
vegetable and mineral kingdoms. The subject of textiles is of course only one
group but in this we have thousands of specimens, not only of cotton, wool, silk,
etc., etcs, but samples of raw fibres, yarns and fabrics, made in remote parts
of the world by native peoples. These include both common and unusual vegetable

and animal fibers in very great variety.

Our collection of these things has been going on for thirty-five years
or more and we have frequently given help to students doing high-grade scientific
work. I feel so uncertain as to the scope of any report you wish me to make
that I think I shall go no further at this time but shall ask you to write me
again if you desire me to amplify this in any way.

It goes without saying, I suppose, that we ourselves have done consid-

erable microscopic work in the examination of fibers and in the identifying of
textiles,




POLITICAL SCIENCE
The general field - William Anderson (University of Minnesota)

I have been turning over in my mind your communication with reference
to materials for research in political science. The task is indeed a large and
important one, and I do not feel fully competent to make the report which you
request as to the state of the records and materials in the whole field of
political science. I will, however, present you with the following outline
of the problem, and if you wish further information upon points in it, I will
ask you to write me so that I can add any additional comments that may seem
desirable.

In the first place, I think we should divide the records of political
science first on the basis of the area or unit of government concerned. We be-
gin then with the international field, and proceed downward through national
government, and local government to individuals and groups.

In the international field it seems to me that the job of keeping
records and of reporting important materials is now being done better than ever.

The League of Nations, various international administrative bodies, and a veri-

table swarm of unofficial organizations, foundations, etc., are now working toe

gether, with more or less duplication, to present to all interested persons
kmowledge about treaties, international negotiations, and other matters of in-
ternational importance. As compared with fifteen or twenty years ago the quanti-
ty of materials available is much greater than at that time; it seems to me that
the quality has also been greatly improved. There is still agreat deal of
material which students would like to get out of the files and records of foreign
offices and departments of state, but at least in the United States a service of
publication of such materials has now been begun, which will be very helpful.

Students in the international field are not fully satisfied even with this
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advance, but there will probably always be some records in foreign offices

which the governments concerned do not wish to divulge.

If we turn now to the national governments of the world we should
perhaps distinguish first between foreign governments and our own national
government. With reference to foreign governments, most American libraries,
even the test of them, are woefully lacking in both current materials and
materials of more historical importance. The constitutions of the several
foreign states, with their amendments, are not kept up to date. Foreign statutes,
and the debates and proceedings of foreign legislative bodies, are kept avail-
able for American scholars in very few American libraries., I doubt whether a
single library has substantially complete files kept up to date for even the
leading Furopean and American powers. As we proceed from the legislative branch
to the administrative, we find that while financial statistics, that is statistics
of national debt, taxation, tariff, expenditures, budgets, etc. are available to
a certain extent with respect to the leading states, that civil service records,
administrative regulations, the rules and decisions of national boards and de~
partments, are very scantily provided in most of our libraries. Detailed election
returns are also not currently maintained. To a certain extent these deficien-
cies are due to the fact that the governments concerned do not keep all of the
records in which political scientists would be interested, and that even where
they keep them, they do not print them. We find even in our own country that in
order to get the important types of data as to the civil service and as to the
work of departments, we must make contacts with the department heads and go
directly into the departments to get the data we need.

When the scope of the field is considered, however, it is doubtful
whether we could axpect any single American library to get all of the publighed

official records of all the national states in the world. It occurs to me that
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what we must probably come to is a certain amount of specialization among
libraries so that if one great library could be devoted to the governmental
records of Buropean states, another might devote itself to Central and South
America, another to the Far East, and so on. I should perhaps add that the
records of judicial proceedings and judicial decisions are in considerably
better shape than those of administrative departments.

Naturally we find it easier to obtain the records and reports of the
government of the United States. In fact under the depository system a number
of libraries throughout the country now receive substantially all of the pub-
lications of the national government. Many of the publications, such as those
dealing with financial statistics, with the civil service of the United States,
and with election returns, contain too little information. In most of these
cases, however, a scholar who can make proper contacts in Washington is able to
get further information. This is hard to do at times, however, as I know in
the case of one scholar who is making or trying to make an intensive study of
presidential appointments. Much of the information he wants is apparently
gsecret, as in the case of certain government records and memoranda of the
Department of State.

As we proceed from the national government to the state or common-

wealth governments, both in this country ahd abroad, we find the gtate of the

conditions naturally much less satisfactory. The constitutions of our states
are not kept up to date by any existing publishing agency. In addition, of
course, state legislative debates are not recorded and published. The best we
can do is to get a journal of proceedings for each of the American states. Some
newspapers supplement the journals by giving summaries of debates in legislative
halls, but even these are unsatisfactory because of brevity and bias. The

Library of Congress has begun to compile an annual or biennial index of state
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legislation. This is a forward step and will be very helpful. Judicial records

and proceedings are generally well kept by the states, and the decisions of

the highest courts are always published. The decisions of the Circuit Courts
and District Courts and County Courts are, of course, usually not published.
The election returns of most of the states can be had, but they lack uniformity
and completeness. Here again, there is no national agency for the purpose of
compiling them and bringing them together, and it is very laborious work for
any individual to try to collect them for any one year for all the states. The
records of administrative departments and boards are in most cases available

to persons living in the state, whether published or not. In certain fields,
such as public utilities, regulation and labor legislation, national agencies
maintain national publications which bring together much of the needed informs-
tion. In other fields this sort of thing is done very poorly or not at all.

Of course, most libraries have little or nothing with reference to the govern-
ments of the states and provinces in other federal systems such as Australia,
Canada, and Germany.

As we proceed then down the line to the local governments, we come to
the point where the records are least well kept, and least available to students.
The states do not keep adequate records even of the numbers and names of the
different local units, of the dates of their incorporation, their areas, popu-
lation, etc. Maps of the local units simply do not exist in thousand of cases.
Where changes in the government of local units are made by general acts of the
legislature they are of course available in the statutes. Where they are made,
however, by private or local =ts or by charter amendments in the locality, the
records are not as a rule kept by any central office of the state government.

Frequently they are lost even in the locality. What has been said about charters,
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amendments, and laws governing local places, is even more true concerning
ordinances, resolutions, appropriation measures, etc. enacted locally. Except
in the larger cities, Council proceedings are not always published, and the
proceedings of boards and commissions in local government are even less fre-
guently published. In administrative matters some localities print no annual
reports whatever. The records as to the rumber of voters registered, as to
the numbers who voted, and elections returns in general, are, of course, in a
very sad state in local government: In fact one might mention also civil
service records, the records of the police, health officers, public works
departments, fire departments, etc., as being generally in a very bad way
indeed. ILocal judicial records are kept in fairly good shape where municipal
courts and police courts exist, but the records of justices of the peace, I
have been told, are in some cases impossible. The interesting thing about
many local records is that the officers who keep them feel that they are private
property and are not to be opened to the public. Even financial records, such
as records of salary paid and matters of that kind are not always available
even in record form to the student. Of course, in the smaller units of govern-
ment they are practically never published. In fact among the units of gov-
ernment it can be said that the records of local government are in the worst
state. One would like to think that in the big cities the records are in

good shape, but as a matter of fact local officials even in the larger cities

are ignorant as to what is important to record, and frequently are influenced

by desire for economy which prevents the keeping and reporting of important

records, and are sometimes influenced by the desire for secrecy. In the worst
cases, of course, the reports which they print are falsified to cover up

inefficiency and corruption.
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When we pass from the various units of government to consider the
individual as a factor in politics and the unofficial political groups such
as parties with which he affiliates, we find naturally that the records are
most scanty. This is explainable, of course, on the ground that there is
no legal duty upon anyone to preserve the type of data concerning political
activity which the student would like to have, and there is also the desire
for secrecy. It would be of considerable value to some students of politics
to have individual records, let us say, of candidates for office, and of those
who are elected or appointed to office, coverinzg their nges, education, quali-
fications, etc. Of course such records do not exist. Sample records of in-
dividual political behavior of voters would also be highly useful. Because of
secret voting, both in primaries and in elections, such records simply cannot
be obtained. The activities of political groups are, of course, recorded to
some extent, but very slightly. National and state conventions of political
parties usually publish the platforms which they have adopted and the names of
the candidates whom they have nominated for office. They do not publish always
the names of the officers of the party, while lists of party workers and com-
mittees are usually more or less secret documents in the hands of the local
leaders. In the case of national conventions the proceedings are rather fully
reported by the newspapers. Some state conventions likewise are rather well
reported in this way. But in the case of the minority parties the newspapers
rather neglect to give them much attention. The party leanings of the news-
paper largely control these reporting activities. Of course, the proceedings
and the debates of party committees and caucuses are in no sense public records,
and unless one is a member of such an organization he does not get the informa-

tion as to what has been done, and even if he does belong and does get the in-

formation he is more or less under obligation to keep secret the proceedings.
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Finally, the decisions made by the boss, and the reasons for those decisions

are probably most secret of all.

Aside from the political parties and their literature and records,
the student of politics wishes that the records of semi-political organ-
izations were more regularly published and more readily available for study.

I refer to the proceedings of farm bureaus, trade unions, chambers of com-
merce, civic associations of various kinds, church groups and others. The
activities of such groups have a good deal of bearing upon politics and gov-
ernment. To some extent they publish their views and proceedings, but I know
of no library or center which makes a regular practice of collecting these
materials on an extensive scale.

The research bureaus which are now carrying on research in govern-
ment in a great many cities issue publications of considerable value, and to
some extent the Municipal Administration Service in New York City serves as
a clearing house for the distribution of the better products of the various
bureaus. At the same time considerable quantities of unpublished reports
remain in the files of the bureaus and never come to the hand of the research
student outside of the particular city.

In addition to the types of materials mentioned in your outline there
are quantities of political literature of more miscellaneous character such as
pamphlets, campaign books, hand bills, ballots and many other types of material
in addition to periodicals and books. I doubt whether any leading libraries
in the country are making a systematic and thorough effort to gather these
more ephemeral types of material. I know that in the average research bureau
more attention is given to official publications.

If I did not believe that the other men to whom you have written for

information were going to cover these other materials, I might refer at some
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length to various types of economic and social data which are indirectly

of importance to students of politics. I refer to information as to popu-
lation, including data as to nationalities, immigration, mobility, trend
toward urban centers, age groups, marriage and divorce records, and a great
many other types of data; presumably these would be covered by those who
report for economics and sociology.

In conclusion it seems to me that there are certaih general difficulties
in the field of politics in keeping the records up to date and available -
There is first of all the tremendous scope of this field of study. There is
in the second place no concensus among those who are responsible for keeping
records of the different branches of the government as to what records are
worth keeping, as to the forms in which they should be kept, as to the accuracy
and fullness of the records desired, and as to publication thereof. The desire
of many politicians to have secrecy with reference to some of their most im-
portant facts plays easily into the hands of the taxpayers who wish to have an
economical government which means to many politicians they should not spend
money in publishing facts about the government. Of .course, among the larger
units of government most of what takes place is likely to be printed. It is
when we get down to the more local and smaller units that the situation be-
comes progressively worse. It is, however, in what might be called the un-
official realm, that is in the activities of political parties and groups of

various kinds, that the records now available are most incomplete.
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The general field - C. J. Priedrich (Harvard University)
SOURCE MATFRIALS IMPORTANT FOR POLINICAT SCIENTISTS

The sources which are important for political scientists are to a
considerable extent identical with those needed by the historian, the Jjurist,
and the economist, but the following memorandum deals with these materials
without regard to such possible duplications.

There are three major kinds of material which deserve primary con-
sideration, namely: first, governmental publications of 2ll sorts; second,
newspapers and political periodicals dealing with current problems; third,
publications of non-governmental agencies having definite political inter-
est, such as parties, churches and trade associations. The collection of
every one of these types of material is quite defective at the present time
and deserves thorough systematization as soon as possible. I shall take up
some points with regard to each of thess in turn.

1. Governmental Publications. A number of the larger libraries have sets
of the proceedings of the legislatures of one or more foreign states, beside
the congressional record. There are also often sets of official compilations
of the laws of the respective countries as well as digests of these compila—
tions, but as soon as one leaves the field of these stereotype materials, the
acquisition of governmental publications is quite accidental as it has depended

in the past upon the interest of a scholar in a particular field. The amount

of existing material of thig type is very large (compare Particularly Official

Publications of Buropean Governments, published recently by the American Library

in Paris). Of particular significance to the student of political science are
materinls dealing with the organization of government, such a s regulations per-

taining to the conduct of business in the various ministries, examinations of
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civil servants, elections.statistics, et cetera. What is necded in this field
beyond the excellent first step taken by the American Library in Paris is a
co-operative agreement as to which manterials should be acquired by the several
universities. It is apparent that beyond the three major states of England,
Fronce, and Germany a plan of division of labor could perhaps be worked out.
Under such a plan one university could acquire the materinls for some of the
minor states and another for others, and it would then only be necessary for
the student interested in a particular set of documents in their entirety to
either make a visit to that institution or send for it under the exchange
arrangements between the university libraries in this country.

2. Newspapers and Political Periodicals, What is true of governmental
materials is even more true of the newspapers, if one wishes to go beyond the
United States. Of course, as far as American newspaper material is concerned,

I dare say that all important sets are available in one library or another
throughout the country, but foreign newspapers, particularly those of Europe,
are not preserved in the United States to even that limited extent to which they
are indispensable for the political scientist. Harvard University, for example,

has sets only of Le Temps, the Frankfurter Zeitung, and the conditions in

other important libraries in this country are not very different. It seems to
me essential that newspapers of important extreme trends in Europe be available.
It was my zood fortune to be able to acquire L'Action Francaise for Harvard

&

University through one of my students, and it is similarly my ardent hope to

add L'Humanite€ before very long to our files. The same distribution should also

be attempted for Germany (adding Vorwirts and the Kreuz Zeitung or the Deutsche

Allgemeine Zeitung to our files).

Newspaper moterial from smaller states is extremely scarce. Public

libraries often subscribe but do not keep the files for any length of time. An
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effort should be made to stop this gap through co-opera®ion between the geveral
libraries, as it is manifestly impossible that any one library acquire this
materisl for all countries. In this connection I wish to urge upon the con-
sideration of your committee the necessity of indexing this material. Great
as are the benefits which might be derived from Social Science Abstracts,
particularly with reference to mere obscure publications, it must nevertheless
be said that most of the publications abstracted have satisfactory annual in-
dices which can readily be consulted. The same is not true of newspaper material,
and while it is possible to some extent to use the index of the London Times and
the New York Times as a guide for other newspapers in establishing the specific
date of a particular event or news item, it cannot be said that this crutch
helps the student much when he gets further into the details of problems which
lack international significance at the particular moment of discussion within
a given country.

The periodicals of political interest are in a more satisfactory con-

dition. Most libraries have sets of one or another of the periodicals in the

more important states (England, France, Germany), end the collections include

periodicals of varying political trends. But again, the periodical literature
of minor countries is neglected and should be secured under a codperative
arrangement corresponding to those previously suggested in this memorandum.

3. Publications of Non-Gcvernmental Agencies. This third class of materials
ig in the least satisfactory state of all the three types. Even the most im-
portant publications of such vital associations as the civil service associa-
tions are not found in most libraries. There are fragmentary bits of material
here and there, apparently having reached the library more or less accidentally.

Sometimes a particular interest, like the interest in the labor movement at the
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University of Johns Hopkins, hés led to the acquisition of the associational

source material in the particular field. Sometimes business schools will have
acquired a certain amount of chamber of commerce material; theological schools,
material dealing with the churches. But the most important set of material,
namely, that dealing with parties, like annual reports of the minutes of meet-
ings and conferences mnd the like, are mostly lacking. In order to £i1l wp
this body of materials systematically it will be necessary to make a careful
survey of what is available in this field (from my limited knaowledge I should
say that the quantities of material are very large) and to reach an agreement
as to which sets of materials are worth acquiring and by whom they should be
acquired.

I wish to make a finmal suggestion with reference to a very novel
Possibility, namely, the use of the talking films for instruction in political
science. It is at once apparent that the use of well made talking pictures of
political activities both here and abroad could add a great deal to the under-
standing of the average student. This body of material would be primarily
pedagogical in value, but in view of the fact that most citizens will never
have a chance to participate in any of the essential political Processes, I
feel that they would gain much by seeing this kind of material in connection
with their introductory course. I am approaching the Harvard Film Foundation
in order to see what possibility there is for enlisting them in this task.

I should like to have you append to my report the enclosed list of
current European newspapers preserved in the Newspaper Division of the New York
Public Library., This collection is the most plentiful in existence in the
United States, and should be taken into consideration in any plans concerning

that part of materials for political scientists.




Current European Newspapers preserved in
Newspaper Division, New York Public Library

Arbeiter-Zeitung
Neue Freie Presse
L'Independence Belge
La Bulgarie

Prager Presse

Berlingske Politigke Avertissements~Tidende

L'Action Francaise
Le Figaro ,
L'Humanite

Journal des Debats
Le National d'Alsace
Le Peuple

Le Temps

Berliner Tageblatt
Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung
Der Jungdeutsche

Die Rote Fahne
Kolnische Zeitung
Frankfurte Zeitung
Klassenkampf
Sachsische Arbeiter-Zeitung
Suddeutsche Arbeiter Zeitung
Daily Herald

Daily Telegraph
Morning Post

The Observer

Sunday Times

The Times (Daily)
The Times (Weekly)
Manchester Guardian
The Irish Catholic
The Irish Times
Budapesti Hirlap
Corriere della Sera
I1 Giornale d'Italia
L'Osservatore Romano
Morgenblatt

Algemeen Handelsblad
Aftenposten
Dimineata

La Epoca

Aftonbladet

Vienna, Austria

1 "
Brussels, Belgium
Sofia, Bulgaria
Prague, Czechoslovakia
Copenhagen, Denmark

Paris, France
n "

Strasbourg, France
Paris, France

" n
Berlin, Germany

" 1t

n "

" n

Cologne, Germany
Frankfort, Germany
Halle, Germany
Leipsig, Germany
Stuttgart, Germany
London, England

" "

Manchester, England
Dublin, Ireland
" i

Budapest, Hungary
Milan, Italy

Rome, Italy

Vatican City, Italy
Zagreb, Jugoslavia
Amsterdam, Netherlands
Christiania, Norway
Bucharest, Roumania
Madrid, Spain
Stockholm, Sweden

Dagens Nyheter ! )
Neue Zurcher Zeitung und Schweizerisches
Handelsblatt Zurich, Switzerland

Current issues of "Vorwarts," and "Germania," Berlin, Germany, presented to
New York Public Library by Deutsches Haus, Columbia University, for permanent
preservation. ;




- 34 -

The general field - Leonard D. White (University of Chicago)

In reply to your letter of May 7th asking me for a brief report on
needed source materials in the field of Political Science, I take pleasure in
submitting the following statement which has been worked out in co-operation
with my colleagues at the University of Chicago.

In order to conduct research in the field of Political Science, there
is constant and steady demand for full collections of public documents. These
comprige probably the most important single need for Political Science students.

The public document series should be understood in a very broad sense
to include the official output of municipal and other local governments, state
governments, the national government of the United States, the national and
local governments of the chief countries of the world.

Included in the above and perhaps warranting special mention, are the
foreign document series, treaties, arbitration proceedings, conference reports,
and the like.

Also included in the above but worthy of special mention are public
documents as city charters and municipal ordinances.

The Political Science Departments also stand in great need of full
collections of reports of committees, official and unofficial, on public ques-
tions. Thigg are often of first-rate importsnce. There is also constant need

P
for adequatg/paper files. We would also like to call attention to the usefulness
of attorneys' briefs. These are, as you know, very frequently printed and can
be secured by careful attention in most cases. The attorneys' briefs in cases
submitted to the Supreme Court of the United States are collected, I understand,
by Harvard University and by one or two other University Libraries. This type

of material should be much more widely collected.
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There is also constant need for an adequate collection of maps. In
this connection I might point out parenthetically that the University of Chicago
has recently organized a system of map classification growing out of a donation
of some tepn thousand maps which supplement its earlier collections.

Finally, we would like to emphasize the importance of what is often
called fugitive material, a wide range of printed matter including such items
as the reports of Bureaus of Governmental Research, the constitution and by-laws
of private organizations having contact with public issues, the reports and other
publications of political parties, the collections of posters used in political
campaigns, reports of organizations like the United States Chamber of Commerce
and other business organizations, the American Federation of Labor and other
labor organizations, the Americam Medical Association and similar functional
£roups.

The foregoing assumes that collections of laws, constitutions and
decisions of courts of last resort, are normally collected by any research
library.

You may be interested to know, supplementing earlier correspondence
which we have exchanged, that the Social Science Research Council Committee on
Public Administration is making progress in organizing its system of regional
and local libraries for the collection of material of interest to students of
public administration. The country west of the Mississippi has been organized

in four regional groups with the Library of the University of Chicago, the

University of Minnesota, the University of California, and the University of

Texas as the regional centers. The country east of the Mississippi is now being

organized also. I shall be glad to supplement the foregoing if you desire.
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SOCIAL PSYCEOLOGY

The general field - L. L, Bernard (Institute for Research in Social Science,
University of North Carolina )

I am enclosing herewith copies of the reports secured from my cor-
respondents touching the matter of types of research material in social
psychology. As I told you before, I suspended my efforts to collect reports
of this sort as soon as I discovered that others were doing the same thing.

It would have been possible to get a large amount of very interesting material
of this sort had it seemed wise to run the risk of duplicating the efforts of
others.

I, of course, approve the recommendations of the other persons as
here enclosed, and I should like to add for myself the following types of re~
search material that I think would be of particular value to me in studying
social psychology from Iy own personal angle. In fact, I have collected very
considerable amounts of material along the line of some of the categories here
indicated. For €xample, during the last year I have bought some 1500 volumes
of research material that falls very largely within the fields here indicated:

1. Biographies, especially those of country and frontier preachers, poli-
ticians, and other local leaders. These types of biographies usually are
written much more sincerely and with less conscious art than those dealing
with national figures.,

Records of all sorts of movements, including religious, political, agra—
rian, reform, etc.

Diaries of all sorts, published and unpublished. There must be a great
many of these, and they probably could be collected if proper efforts were
made,

Narratives of travel ang adventure at home and abroad. Those that contain
descriptions of contacts with people are nearly always valuable from the

standpoint of social Psychology.
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Accounts of primitive peoples, including their habits, beliefs, rituals,

. ceremonies, ete.
0ld textbooks on psychology, moral philosophy, theology, homilectics, ete.
Early textbooks in history, Often these reveal quite unconsciously in-

~ teresting types of assumptions in social Psychology.

Subscription books of all sorts. These are valuable not only for the
psychological attitudes assumed or described in the public, but also for
the approaches that are made in them toward the public,

0ld newspapers.

» Local histories, especially when they give some account of local movements,
Histories of national movements.

» Accounts of idealistic colonizing enterprises, published and unpublished.,
Fiction, especially early fiction and fiction dealing with typical local
and national traits and characteristics.

Sermons and treatises on theological matters. Much valuable material is
to be found in books of this sort, although they are ordinarily neglected.
Perhaps more volumes in these fields have been published, especially in
our early history, than in any other one field.

I should say, on the whole, that anything that is of value to history

is also of value to social Psychology.
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The general field - Stuart A. Queen (University of Kansas)

From newspapers, magazines, religious, labor and political journals,
pamphlets, congressional record, miscellaneous advertising, memoranda of radio
talks, et cetera, collect material showing organized efforts to influence
publics, e. g., in re Dr. Brinkley, the National Electric Light Association,
campaigns of Community Chests, membership campaigns of Chambers of Commerce.
This could be done by some clipping, by reading files of newspapers in their
own offices, in state libraries, in schools of journalism and in bureaus of
municipal research. (These data would throw light on both sides.) Similar

methods could be used in studying fashions, fads, crazes, mass movements,

et cetera.

The general field - Willard Waller (University of Nebraska)
In my own research I have found certain generalizations to hold con-

cerning the utility of certain documents. The documents are listed below to-

gether with my comment upon them.

I. Life histories
A. Life histories prepared by subject, either,

1. Following an outline furnished by investigator, in which case material
resembles the answer to a questionnaire, and is subject to the limita-
tions of the questionnaire, or,

Without any outline, following the general instruction, "Tell whatever you
consider significant concerning yourself," The danger here is that ma-
terial furnished will be incomplete, rambling, or incoherent, perhaps
lacking in frankness. Persons who are not introspective rarely furnish

personal narratives of much value.
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B. Life histories prepared by the investigator from interviews with subject.
This I consider to be the most significant sort of social psychological
document. This method enables the insight of both subject and investigator
to be used, and it makes it possible to tap materials not ordinarily ac-

cessible to consciousness. The skill of the investigator sets the limi-
tations upon this technique. The subject's story should be told as far
as possible without interruption, questioning, or interpolation, but the
Judicious use of these devices may add much to the value of the account.
The subject should be instructed to tell everything that the other person
should know in order to understand him completely. This material may be
supplemented at will by the analysis of dreams, Freudian errors, free
association based upon word lists, or the study of other sorts of personal
documents. Great care needs to be taken in keeping records of such inter-
views. The subject's own story, with his interpretation, should be taken
down verbatim if possible. A separate note of interviewer's comments may
then be made. (Two colors of pencil may possibly be used in taking such
notes.)

C. Life histories prepared by the subject covering some phase or incident of
his life, such ag the period of his courtship, the first few months follow-
ing divorce, the first year of teaching school. These are more likely to
hit the point and to be sufficiently complete than are generalized case
histories. They may be prepared more or less in collaboration with the
investigator, but it does not seemdesirable to furnish an outline, It
is better to set the subject the general task of telling everything he
considers significant in that period.

Case studies done wholly from without, entirely without the subject's con-

sent, may have considerable value if the investigator knows the subject

well and interprets him shrewdly. But this sort of thing makes some
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demands upon the imagination, and has therefore less reliability than a
life history that can be adequately documented. It is, however, of ex-
treme value in supplementing, elaborating, or checking up on a case
study of more introspective nature.
II. Personal documents

A. Diaries.Maywhere kept by persons undergoing some particular conflict
furnish an interesting picture of their life-~situations. Generally,
however, diaries are not useful unless kept by persons who have some
skill in introspection.
Letters. Letters may depict admirably the progress of personality
trends or the development of attitudes. Thus, I have at hand a revel-
atory series of letters which show a young woman in process of becoming
a schoolteacher. Through close study and textual eriticism one may get
at something more, through an examination of calligraphy, the crossing
out of words, addition of qualifying postscripts, etc. (In The 0ld

Love and the New, my book on the readjustment of personality after

divorce, I have discussed the letters of divorced persons on pages

Fictional writings, especially where they seem to represent a strong un-

conscious compulsion, may furnish interesting clues. (Ibid., p. 173-177).

Likewise, the study of notebooks may prove rewarding, or the study of any
other spontaneous writing. (Such as the comments interlined in books.)
III. Records of social behavior
A. Records of conversations of a particular individusl,
B. Records of typical conversations arising in definite situations, or
places, such as a socinl evening, or a barbershop. (A Record of all
the behavior of every individual of a group assembled together for

social purposes in an evening may often be found to have great value.)
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C. Records of significant incidents, or of incidents illustrating typical
attitudes and mechanisms; such an incident was the change noted in the
tone of a barber shop conversation when the high school principal en-
tered.

D. Records of crowd behavior either by participating or non-participating
obgervers.,

E., Records of the incidence of fad, fashion, and craze in crowd psychology.
Purely literary and imaginative versions of any of the above. The value
of this sort of material may be disputed, and indeed is a very variable
quantity.

Questionnaires may be used to settle some particular point, but they
should be surrounded with many safeguards and should not be considered
conclusive.

Experiments have a certain limited value, but no satisfactory experimental
technique has as yet been worked out for social psychology.

(Have further discussed some matters of technique in the chapter on

methodology in The 014 Love and The New, Divorce and Readjustment, Horace

Liveright, 1930).

The Professor's Files, etc. — E. A, Ross (University of Wisconsin)
Replying to yours of the 8th I will say that I have practically
nothing to suggest in the way of collecting and preserving social materials
for social psychology. What I have done is to have a drawer in a filing

cabinet with a great variety of folders tagged for a large number of subjects

in social psychology. Into each folder I drop newspaper clippings, pamphlets,

references to periodicals or books, etc., which may tear upon the topic. After

I have put out the book I have to clear out the drawer and throw away the
accumulated stuff. I should think that assorted classified newspaper clippings
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might prove of great value to the social psychologist of the future. Further-
more diaries, personal confessions, self-revelations, etc., would be helpful.
However, in this institution we seem to be a considerable distance from any

such collection of classified material.

Rural Communities - James M. Williams (Hobart College)

The only suggestion I have to offer is about the preservation of the
materials for the study of rural town and village communities. At present the
records of these communities are not preserved. It is a pity. My suggestion
would be for the Council to write to the head of the Board of Education of
the leading village of every town, naming those he has reference to, and ask
him to have a cupboard or a large box made in the school building where all the
record books no longer in active use could be stored. Sometimes, I have found
documents in the garrets of the school. That is all right so long as officials
know where they are and put the books there when they are filled and no longer

in active use. But sometimes officials forget and begin to throw the books away

when they are filled. Usually, they throw them away anyway, or they are left

lying around and lost.

The school building is the only public place, in most villages.

As to the newspapers, I wish every village editor could be furnished
with a sheet of good paper for one copy of his paper and induced to print on
this sheet the copy to keep in his bound files. If the Council cannot under-
take that, it should at least write to every editor, call his attention to the
importance of his paper as a source of information, and ask him not to fail to
keep them in a fire-proof vault if possible.

Also I would suggest that he edit his paper from the point of view of

making as accurate and complete a record of the local activities and attitudes

to current problems as possible.




Joint Committee on Materisls for Research of the ACLS and the SSRC

Meeting at Branford, Conn., Sept. 12, 13, 1930.

AGENDA

Preliminary
1, Selection of a Secretary.
2+ Report of July 30, 1930.
3, Financial statement.
General
1. Categories of material.
. Survey of American agencies.
+ ‘Regional and state conferences.,
« Collectimand precervation of newspapers.
 Need of a survey. Heproduction
5. The archives situation.
Need of a survey and a primer of archives.
6. Need of a guide to the collecting, care, and cataloguing
of manuseripts.
Collection and Distribution of Materials.
1. University of Virginia project.
¢« Project for collection of negro materials,
3. Interlibrary co-operation in collection
A. L. A, Comnittee
S. 8. R. C, Committee on Public Administration
©, Se¢ R. C. Committee on International Relations
Transportation project.
4, Collection of ephemera,
5. Collection of pictorial representations of current ‘life.
Preservation and Destruction
1. Durability of paper, ink, etc.
2. Surveys of historic and archeological sites,
3. Destruction of uselecs materizls.
Guides, Pibliographies, etc.
Bibliography of guides.
Clearing house for photostats.
Inventory of manuscript materisals,
Beonomic bibliography project.
S. S. Re C. Committee on Utilization of Social Data.
Census schedules,
New edition of Larred' Literature of American History.
Indexing or calendaring of newspapers, past and current.
Reoroductlon and Publication,
1, Faesimile Text Society.
2« Encouraging business houses to publish.
3, Need for regional collections in American history.
Alvord Memorial Commission of the A, H, A.
4. Rules for copying and editing.
5. Methods of reproduction
Reproduction of newspwper files.
G. Budgets for 1930 and for 1931.
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%IALS FOR RESEARCH.

OND MEETING BRANFORD, CONN.
September 12-13, 1330

September 12; lMorning Session

Present: Buck (Chairman), Binkley, Gras, Leland, Lyden-
bcrg, €uinn.
The Chairmen ulT"Ula ,ed agenda paper, Annex I.

Dr. Binkley was aprointed Secretary. It was understood
that reasonable stonographic oxponscs would be met by
the 01nt Committec.

The Chairman reported to tn Committec his action in
druwing up a vup""+ of the work of the Committoe and
britting it to the paruut boﬁies. The Chairmen's

ction wus approved.
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On metion of Dr. Gras the roport wos ras;d to
maxe it clear that this Cotmittec on ¢
material was to do preliminary wori on

amended, Amnex II.)
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The Cheirman prescnted a financial stdtement, (An-
nex III) of which the Committoce took note.

Dr. Grus ruportcd on his preliminary investigation on
categorics of materiael now being neglected by collect-
ing agencies. (Annex IV: erort on the need for materi-
ale in rousearch in the fields ¢f the humanities and

the social sciences.)

Dr. Graos assked whether the Committce was prepared to
adopt the policy of compensating the persons in each
field wvho would draw up final reports on the collection
of resecarch materials in their fields.

It was moved by Dr. Gras and carricd thet it is the sense
of the Committee that the inouiry in hand is considered
decidedly worth wnile, even tkougl it nay rcequire two
yoars or more to carry 1t througn.

Dr. Leland suggested that the learned societies be
asked to organize the discussion of the problem in
their annual meetings of 1931.
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The Cormittee agreed that the expense of reporting such
discussions, and of digestIng the results thereof, might
properly be & charge upon the funds of the Comnmittee.

The present sub-committee on categorics of materin

wae continuecd with the additiom of Quinn, Lynd, and
Teiand, end charged with fornulating the procedure for
consu.ting che Losrned societies upon categorics of re-
seerch meterial.

Survey c¢f American Agencies.

The Chairman explained the report on research agencies,
made under his dircction by Mr. Holkbrook. He unéertook
to _be 1esponsible for the revision and supplemcnting

which might bs necessary before publicutipn,.

Dr. Leland rccommended that the report on sgencies for

the collection of material be printed by the two Councils.
It was adviged that the statements relating to each in-
stitution should be submitted to the heed of the insti-
tution before publication.

The Chairman propcsed that the list of guides to source
materials compiled by IIr. Holbrook be published separately.

At this point Dr. Jemescn joined the Committee.

The report submitted by the Chairmen wus accepted by the
Joint Committec., On motion of Dr. Lelend, the Joint Com-
mittee exprescod its gretification et the results of the
labor cxpended. 2

Regional and State Conferences.

The Chairman reported on the outcone oF the efforts made
as a result of the decision of the Februery meeting to
interest the Regional Conferences of the S.S.R.C. in

the problem of accumulating rescarch matericls.

A letter to the Southern and to the VWestern Regional Con-
ferences had been drafted by Mr. Lydenberg. 1hd Southern
Regional Conferecnce approved the propvosel in principle,

but set up no sub~committee to put anything into opera=-
tion.

The Pacific Coas® Conference discussed the question more
fully, took up the matter of the collection of business
records, and the appropriateness of using the Giannini

Foundation and the Stanford School of Business Adminig-
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tration as agencies of collection. Apparently a cogmitteg
was appointed to consider the matter further a?te; investi-
ganting the plans of the American Library Association so &s
to avoid duplication of activities. It was felt thet a
university would be the logicsl plece for such a collection.

The problem of the secrecy of collection plens wzs
brought out by a correspundence between the Chairmean

and Professor Westergaard. Discussion showed thet it mey
be nccessary to educate edministrators to understand thet
the publicity of collecting plans is rather helpful than
hurtful, and thet collecting institutions can gein more
by dividing the field then by treating cach other suspi-
ciously.

In connection with the problem of regionalism, Dr. Gras
reported that & Regionel Conference of the N.R.C. held

in the spring in Chicago had brought to light many in-
teresting points of view. It was decided to try to geot
reports of this meeting 2from Cooper Cole, University of
Chicago. Dir. Lelend charged himsclf to securc copies for
the Joint Committec.

The Chairman suggested that the discussion of regional
collecting should be laid before rcegionul magazines, such
as the Ncw England Quarterly.

Dr. Quinn suggested that the work of the Joint Com-
mittec shouléd be notified to cother periodicals. It was
suggested thut a brief report of the results of the pres-
ent session of the Joint Comittee be preparcd by the
Chailrman and the Secretary cnd sent out fHr publicetion.

Collection and Preservation of Newspaocrs.

The Chairman reported that newspap er collection end
preservation policies are uneven end irregular taken
throughout the country, and recommended that s survey
of newspaper acquisition and collection policies be
made. TRE recommendation was adopted. The Secretary
was instructed to make the survey, basing the work upon
Mr. Holbrook's report. Reasonabie stenographic nssist-
ance in meking the survey wes authorized.

The Archive Situation.

The Chairman observed that & survey of the condition of
state and local crchives is needed. The Public Archives
Commission of the Americen Historical Association is in a
position to mmke this survey. Dr. Jancson thought

that the Commission, which had been inactive for some
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tine, would be able to undertuke such & survey. It was
voted that the Cheirmen, on behalf of the Joint Committee,

ask ProTessor Ramsdell of the Public Archives Conmission
D s ] . edie Q prL‘Cee W a 8111"\7037 0 arc J_lVOS.

The preperetion of a pri:aer for the use of archivists

was discusscd. Dr. Leland doubted whether the o0ld plan

of prepering such & primer could now be cerried out. Dr.
Jameson doubted the value of such a prier, in view of
the small number of porcons in a position to use it.

Neced for a Manuscript Collectors' Guide.
After discussion, sction on this topic was postponed at

Dr. Leland's suggestion, on the ground that informetion
and oxperience with the problem must first be increased.

Use of High School Personnel in Gathering Material.
The Scecrectary suggestced cxploring possibilities.

Dr. Leland proposed that this subject be laid before the
Committee on Social Studies in the schools.

Mr. Lydenberg suggested that some inforrmetion on the
physical care of manuscripts be included in Library
School training.

Dr. Jameson suggcsted thoet instruction on collecting
could be given in Jjournals rcad by High School teachers.

The Chairman spoke of & successful experiment in collect-
ing source materials at a Minnesota High School.

Collection and Distribution of Materisls.
University of Virginia Project.

It was reported that $5,000 had been granted through the
A.C.L.S. for the University of Virqinie Library by the
Carnegie Corporation, rfor "me year's conduct of a den-
onstration of the collecting of Virginicana.

Dr. Lecland ené the Chairmen moved, and it wes carried,
that a report on this work should be made to the Joint
Committee.

Project for the Collection of Negro Meteriols.

Dr. Leland steted that Woodson's project for collecting
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negro materials had boenAre-&*&@%eé~éawea&}ﬁherabiﬁn with
himself. It appeared thet the recommendation end

sdvice of the Joint Committce had been without effect
because tho request for the recommendation had not come
from a prospective donor,., The view was expressed that

the Joint Cormittee should not be asked to pass upon
projects waich could not be ecomsidered for merely technical
reasons. Dr. Leland recommended thet Woodsmn's project

be nodified by aatting out the $10,000 for purchese of
naterinl and incressing the budget for reproduction.

Mr. Lydenberg spoke of the Shomberg 0allection es & more
appropriate depository than the Library of Congress.

Dr. Leland suggested thet Dr. Jameson and Mr. Lydenberg
come to agrcement upon the relative sdvantages of the two
places of deposit.

.lcoln.cl.u.-.ReceSS..b.locl.-dcl.b.oc

Scptenber 12: Aftcrnoon Session.

Present: Buck (Chairman), Binkley (Secrctary), Gras,
Leland, Lydenberg, Quinn.

Inter-librery Co-operation in Collecting.

A.L.A. Committee.

The Chairmen spoke of & corrcspondence with Mr. Henry on
the work of this committee which wes making lists of
meterials which ought to be in American libraries but are
not. Mr. Leland had proposed thot a member of the L.L.A.
Committee nttend sessions of the Joint Committee, &nd &
member of the Joint Committee the sessions 0f the A.L.i.
Committee. Mr. Lydenberg said thet he was in close touch
with the A.D.L. Committee and could keep up & liason be-
tween the two bodies. He seid thot the 4.L.L. Coxmittec
is meking up its lists and allocating work.

S.S.R.C. Committec on International Relations.

This Committee had been chatged to look into better dis-
tribution of government serial publicuations. Its work
is waiting for the completion of the location list of
governnent serigl publications, now in nreperation by
Miss Gregory.




Transportation ?roject‘

Dr: Gras described the project of L.H.Cole gnd R}H:John-
son for co=operatich among trensportation libraries. 4
reBearch library system was to be established with five
regional conters. Difficulties due to the cttitude of
Michigan and Princeton, which do not wish to have their
transportation collectims relegated to the status of
local collections, are being overcone.

Collection of Ephenera.

The Chairman described the method of collecting ephemera
in use at the Minnesotes Historicel Society. Materiels
were not ciassified nor made available, but siaply stored
away marked "lMaterial collected between such and such
dates". Mr. Lydenberg described the methods in use at
the New York Public Library.

It was suggested that Mr. Lydenberg work out & report on
nethoés of cering for cphemera, and thet advice on this

subject be made available in a way thet would correlste

it with advice to be given in the primer on the care of

menuscripts.

Mr., Lydenberg thought that there might be o primer on the

subject alreedg preparcd and issued by the A.L.A., and
offered t> find out about it.

It was then suggested that the publicatims of the L.L.k.
night be the most appropriste vehicle fcr presenting ele-
nentary instruction on mamuscript care and other aspects
of collecting.

It was agreed that the Joint Committee, in its plens,
should take into account the series of prinmers brought
out by the A.L.A.

Pictorial Representations of lModern Lifo.

lr. Lydenbcrg described the work of the New York Public
Library in gathering photographs.,

The Chairman suggested that e primer was needed, covering:

1. Ephenera
2. Manuscripts
8. Pictorial Representations of Modern Life,

and it was decided that Mr. Lﬁdonberg should sec whether
such & primer could be brought out DY tho Leleh.
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The Chairman spoke of the use of the small caneras using
rnovie film in the taking of pictures to be preserved for
research purnises.

The picture collections in the New York Public Library and
the Minnesota Historicsal Society were described.

The problem of preserving portraits was discussed.

Dr. Leland spoke 7f the work of the Committee on Iconography
of the International Committee on Historical Sciences.

This Committee is working on the problem of cataloguing

of iconographic material. The publication of catalogues

of iconographic material will cone later. Such gctivities
as the cataloguing of portraits in periodicals are to be
kept in nind,

Cinema films. Mr. Lydenberg described the material gol-
lected by the New York Public Library. "St$ills"™ of in-~
portant scenes from current films; the Kleine collection
of early cinema material. The Harvard School of Business
Adninistration collcets films showing industrial processes.

The Chairnen spoke of the two aspects of the problem:
1) the assembling and preserving of commercial filn, and
2) the raking of film for special purposes.

The discussion showed that little was known by members

of the Joint Committee, and it was therefore agreed that
all menbers of the Joint Comnmittee would try to find ot
more about the present situation regerding the preservation
of cinema films, and that they should communicate their
fin%%ggs to the Secretary who would prepere o report based
On 'm.

Preservation and Destruction.

Durability of Paper, Ink, ctc.
Lo i

& .ré,p../; T = '{!g vk
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The Secretary and ir./ Lydenberg described the work being
done on a grant by the Bureau of Standards;
Mr. Lydenberg undertock to send copies of reports re-
ceived fronm the Burcau of Standerds to the Chairman.

It was suggested that further efforts in connection with
the paper durability problem await further progress
of this investigation.

Mr. Lydenberg spoke of the effect of bleaching in reducing
paper durability, and Dr. Quinn suggested thet an attempt
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be nade to popularize unbleached stock.
Surveys of Historic Sites.

The Chairman reported on various undertaking; being nade
to identify and survey historic sites. It did not appear
that any asction by the Joint Committee was called for.

Dr. Leland spoke of a Committee of the A.H.A. which had
once preparcd neterial on this subject. Sperks was
cheirnen. It was suggested thet the unused nsterial
should be turned over to the States, and Dr. Leland
undertook to look for the material and propose this
disposition to the possessors.

Dr. Quinn recnmarked that local interests were the natural
ones to be charged with this responsibility.

Destruction of Useless Meaterials.

Dr. Gras presented his report (Linnex V) on the destruc—
tion of useless meterials. The Chzirnan noted that the
problem is onc faniliar to archivists, and that there was
danger of over~estinating need for destruction; Dr. Gras
pointed out that the absence of a well thought out des-
truction policy may causc the destruction of inportant
nmaterials, and the preservation of conparatively uscless
ones.

Dr. Lelend cn?orsed the ideas of the report, especiclly

as to the problem of business history. He pointed out that
the problem of a dcstruection policy for public archives
wes especially pressing because »f the crowded conditions
causcd by war records, and the prospect of the removal
of records to the new Archive Building.

The Chairman described the rescuc c¢f land office records
in Minnesote fron threatened destructione.

Dr. Gras spoke of the rescuc of the custons records of
the port of Philadelphia for the years prior to 1790, &nd
the 1loss of the correspending metorial from the port of
New York.

The Secretary observed thet deterioration from chenical
ceuses was destroying some archives, notably some of the
Anerican Relief Administration archives et Stanford Uni-
versity.

Dr. Leland suggested that a paid study of policies in the
destruction of public archives should be prcpared.

At this point Dr. Janeson joined the Committee. He de=
scribed the present situation as to the policy of the
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Governnent in destroying archives, and mentioned a report

by a Royal Cormission of fifteen years &80. The Librarian
of Congress is in & position to prevent the destruction

sr archives which he thinks valueble. Dr. Jameson suggested
thet W.FP.Willoughby be approached with the request thet he
arrange for the use of the resources of the Brookings In-
stitute in the preparation of a report on destruction
policies. The proposal was approved by the Joint Cormittee,

and Dr. Tcland agreed to take the matter up with Mr.
Willoughby.

(Addendur) Publicity.

The Chairmnan raised the question of the publication by

the Joint Comnmittee of a bulletin. Discussion brought

out the point of view that the sanction of the parent bodies
should be sought before using their nemes in such & pub-
lication, and that the method of scpsrste publication

should be uscd in conjunction with the method of publish-
ing in the various leerncd pericdicals. The Chairnen
thought that publications of the Joint Conmittee might

show what was being done in specific instancecs,

Dr. Gras moved, and it was carried, that This Committee
wishes to be empowered to publish such repnorts smd rec-
onnendations @s it thinks necossary wnen no nther
channels are avelilable.

.I.I..I.‘I..RGCOSS......I.‘..I..l

September 13: Morning Sessiom.

Present: Buck (Chairmen), Binkley (Secretary), Gras,
Leland, Lydenberg, Quinn.

Guides, Bibliographies, etce
Bibliography of Guides to Source Materials.
The Chairmen said that this bibliography, worked up by

Mr. Holbrook, would be made ready foor publication. Dr.
Lelend agreed to have it nrinted as & bulletin of the L.C.L.S.

Clearing House for Photogrenhic Resrcductions of Manuscripts.

Dr. Leland made a report. In principle, Dr. Jomeson and
Dr. Putnam are agreed that the Librery of Congress can be
a clearing house. An expansion of the system used by the
Modern Lenguage Association is possible.
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The Chairman suggested -thrt the cateloguing of UJllﬁQE%§®§
of memuseripts by groups, not individual nss., be worke
out, and cards printed by the Library >f Congress.

Dr. Ialand observed thnat there are throe methods of get-
ting phvtograomkice renroduetions:

1) The individual sccures tinen by his own initiative,

P | 3
and perheps
: S
U

at his own cox »ensc.
4L co=operative nethod; the method of the llodern
Leanguage Lssocistion.and the Library of Congress.
) Institutions other then the Library of Congress
acquire copics, salected in various wayse.

The co-operative plen of the Modern Imnguage Lssoeciztion
can be extended 10 cover nany private initiatives, and
other institutioas be induced *0 re¢gister their
photographic fac-si.iiles,

ifr. Lydenberg spoke of the special problen of the negative
which is held by & librery with the intention thct posi-

tives can be ade fronm it.

The Secretary brought forward » suggestion nade by Mr.
Ven Petten that there should be registretion end lendings
of translatioms nsde but not published.

There was a discussion as to whether transcrints should be
included in the clearing house arrangeient. The Library
of Congress has a card list of transcripts, containing
several hundred thousand cards.

Inventory of Mcnuscript Materials.

Dr. Lelend described the present state of the problen.

A confercence of renrcsentatives of the Historiesl Man=
uscripts Comnission of the A4.H.i. and the Ancrican
Literaturce group of the M.L.i. and others had been held

| uncer the auspices of the A.C.L.S. (Menmorandun of
proccedings, annex VI);: a sub-comnittee had been apnointed
to draft a definite scheue. Dr. Lelend undertock to
approach Putnam to secure his consernt thot the Lihrary of
Congress should asswic responsibility for the work.

Dr. Quinn pointed out that Arerican literature only, not
English literature, was to be included in the survey.

The Cheirman stated that a survey of this kind in Minnesots
was almnost completed, end thet those in charge of the
project would certainly make use of such surveys s had
been .xde.




The Sccretary suggested thet a continuation service of ac-
quieition rogistraetion should be orgenized when c mtacts
with the Librarians were mede by this Conmittee.

Dr. Lelend snggested & periodical publicati-a of nctes on
wmnuseript acquisitionse

& nan

trained
g the

Dr. Quirn stressed the importence of having t
in literature pariicipate with a hisverian 1 rekin

-

survey -

Mhe Secretecry crpressed the hope thav the work would be
1 on in close liason with the curvey of gpeciel col-
lechions now WCar wWaye

~

There was a discussicn of certain casegories of metericls,
as to whether they would be ircluded in a nanuscript
survey. Dr. Leland suggested thot a plen could bhe werked
out for the registration of Masters' theses in case they
should be deemcd worthy by the instructors in charge of

the work. Source materiazl often goes intod Mastors' theses.

The Secretary spoke of the possibility of developing a
nethod of presenting the product of work done under scholar-
1y discipliné in a forn internediate between the manu-
seript and the publication.

Dr. Quinn spoke of the difficulty of drawing the 1line be-
tween the printed and non-printed neterials; theatre pro-
grans, as an exanple. These are enheriera.

Dr. Leland thought thet if epheners are found with nmenu-
serint collection thoy should be taken into account in the
nanuscript survey.

It was observed thet experience nccessary in working out
e priner for the collection end care of manuscript nmeter-
ials would be obteined in meking the inventory of nenuscripts.

On motion of ur. Lelend, the Joint Committee voted the t
the project of the inventory of nenuscript neterials he
approved in principle, end requcstced thet a detsiled plan
be aresented T5 the Joint Committoc, by mail or otherwise,
for Tinal approvel.

The Economic Bibliography Project.

Dr. Leland explained the project, which had been thoroughly
discussed at the first meeting of the Joint Committee. The
original epplication had asked 10,000 & yoar for five
years for work in Englend on a bibliogrenhy of re teriels

on economic history, and $5,000 & year for five years for
wsrk in America. A revised project was submitted by Dr.
Gras on behalf of Mr. G. L. Baton asking for a grent of
$18,000 in all, $5,000 a year for three years for use in
Pngland, and $3,000 f£or an explorstion of the situation in
Anmerica,.
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Mr. Lydenberg criticised the spotty neture of the nroject ,
and recommended thut the result be called a catalogue of
the principel collections rather then a bhibliography.

Dr. Gras ssid that the collections which were to be covercd:
the Foxwell GCollection, the Goldsmith Collection, and the
materials in the Bodleian and British Mauscun libraries,
would include nost of the materials in England, and that
the exploratory character >f the work projected for Ameri-
ca unéer the revised plan would rmect Mr. Lydenberg's criti-
cisn.

Dr. Gras described the work he is beginning on ¢ biblio-
graphy of business history in the United States. There 18
no confliet between the two projects.

On motiom of Dr. Leland, as snended by Dr. Gras, the Joint
Committec voted to recommend that assistance to the project
be securcd in the arount of $I8,000, of which 15,000
Shnll be nade availeble to tue British Acaderly TOr thne use
oF its Comnittee on Beononic Bibliograpnhy over & veriod OF
Threc years, end $3,000 shell be nasde aveilable T an
Anerican Connittee, of which the nucleus shall be:

Mr., C.C.Eaton

Professor E.R.A. Sclignan

Mr. C.C.Willianson

Mr. H.lM.Lydenberg, as a representative of this
Joint Committec, and,

Somcone femiliar with collecctions in the West.

It is further recommended that the c¢nteryrise be confined
prinarily to economic literature in tle English langw ge
ante-aating 1800. It is the understanding O0f the Joint
Cormittee that some of the money rmade available to the
British Committee shoulé be aseG to give Professor Foxwell
all possible assistunce.

S.S.R.C. Committee on Utilization of Soucisl Dcta.

L Committee set up 1o explore for unutilized social data

apparently has not reported since 1929. It undertiok to

list exsmples of unpublished sowrce meteriels, concerning
itself prinarily with Federal files.

The metter was referred to the Sub-Comnittee on Categorices.,

Census Schedules.

The Chairmen spoke of schedules deposited in Weshington,

and in sone cases duplicated in schedules deposited in nany
States. The United Research Corpany of Chicago has collect-
ed infornation of the present locatiom of census files for
use in trecing genecalogies, end will &ll>w the Joint Con-
mnittee to use its collected inforarticn.

-




Dr. Gras asked how far the decentralizetion of the custo-
dian=-ship of the census schcdules has taken plece, under

the ruling thet certain files night be distributcd to the
states.

It was ogreed that the Secrctury inguire about the dispo-
sition of census records, asking, (1) which schedules are
subject to Alstributi.m, (g) which states have taken advan-
tago of their rights, snd, (8) what hes becn cdone when
states have not clained the naterial. It was sugzested
thot the inquiry should first be addressed to Profossor
Walter Wileonx, Cornell University.

Now Editiom >f Lsrncd's Literature of Anericen History.

The Chairmen spoke of the nced of u new publicatin to
replace Larncd, to be compiled by teking over the valuable
parts >f Lasrncd end adding to it cxcerpts from the book
roviews in the American Historicszl Review and the Miss-
issippi Valley Historical Review.

Wr. Lydenberg doubted that the L.L.A. would be willing to
undertake the task at prescnt beccause of the press of
other sinilar work.

The Chairmen thought that the Connittee on Bibliography
of the Ancrican Historicel Associetim would be uncble
to undertake such & project until the Handborok of His-
torical Literature is conple ted.

Mr. Lydenberg offercd to talk the matter over with the
bibliographical sdcletly pedple. Further action postponed.

Indexing or Calendaring of Newspapers.

The Chairman stated that some historical societies are
conpiling indices of newspaper files; he thought thet

it was preferable to celender the newspencr ané index

the calendsr,

Dr. Lelend thought & study should be nede of the kind
of indexing done.

It was voted thet a preliminary survey of the indexing of
newspepers should be included with the survey of news-
paper holdings ona nowspunor acquisition policies.




ReﬁroductiJn and Publication.

It was announced that the Facsinile Text Society hed re-
ceived a grant.

Encouraging Business Houses to Publish.

The Chairman referred to a docunentary history of the
Chicago, Burlington and Quincy recently published by the
railroad.

Dr. Gras stated thst the noist iaportant docuxnts, tiixse
reclating to changes in policy, were not included in this
cclleetion, and nost °f the drcunents included therein
were accessible elsevhere. He foresaw the need for =

long period of educati.n before business houses would be
willing t> publish materisls releting more directly to

the deternination of policy. He adnnounce? thet a Now York
Department Storc had given its correspondence files to the
Business Historical Socicty and had askcd thet its history
be written from them, promising to continue the history
gnd kReop it up t: datc.

Publidation of Rogi .nal Cslleetions in American History.

The Chairman pointed out the nced »£f nublishing source
materiels on regional &8 well as netimal or state buses
and described the wixk of the 4Llverd Memorisl,

Commission of the Mississippi Vealley Historicnl issociction.

A revolving fund of $5,000 had been reised by subscriptim to
finance the publication of docuncntary ncterial, but it was
folt that at loast 310,000 was nceded. The Chairmen esked
whether the Joint Conuittee wrul? sdvise hinm t2 wait until
the first volume of sourcee had becn published ané then
appeal for edditimal funis.

Mr. Lydenberg suggosted the Julius Roscnwald Funé.

Dr. Quinn noted with approvel that the Corviittee regards
the publication of source metoricl as falling within its
SCINC .

Dr. Gres suggested an sppecal to the S.8.R.C. for fundg,
since the Council wae in favor of encourcging regional
enterpriscs.

Action was »nostooned.




Rulcs for Copying ené Editing.

The Chsirman spoke of the verying practices which rule
in the editing of svurce muteriels for publication ,and
of the number of manuels in cxistencc.

Dr. Gras mentimed tho differcnce between the requirements
of history and philology.

The Chairmen thought thet it would bec useful to prepare 2
nanual for editing and copying of naterials, especially
inerican.

Dr. Lelend suggestcd that en effort should first be nede
to find o>ut what has been donee

Dr. Quinn spoke of the qualifications of Professor Llbert
Baugh of the University of Pennsylvania to advise on this
subject, and suggested that a comnilation be rede by &
number of oxpericnced men.

There wes a digcussion of the difference between the re-

i
uircments Jf history snd. philology. 4ction was postponed.
2 & ]

F-5, Methods of Reproduction.

The Secrotary presented a report (Annex VII). The Joint
Committee voted that the Secretary be assked to continue his
investigation of reproduction methdis along the two lines
Indicated: the survey of evaiiable appoaratus anc the
Bpeciflicetiong ror suturc reseerch, ressonable expenscs 10
be met by the Joint Cormmittee.

Budget for 1930 eni 1931.

The Chairnan repeated & brief summary of the financisl
condition of the Joint Cormittec (See Annex II), and
stated thet no detailed budgoet could he made out or ceoted
upon at present, hut that $1500 was to be mede available
t> the Joint Comnittee in the calendsr yeer 1931.

n..'tl-.-T}le JC-int C Jimﬁ_littﬂﬂ Eld,j)urn(}d-....-.
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At a meeting on December 29,1930, the followinpg correc-

tions werc made to the Minutes of the Joint Committec on
¥atorlals for Rescarch, Scoond Mocting, Branford, Qoni,,
Scptomber 1o-18,193038 :

. P :
Page 5, Lino 1 —- Deloto "re-drafted in collaboration®;
Insort "considorod in conforence”,

Page 7, Itom ﬁ—l, Line S
Dclote "Rockefoller";
Insert " Qarnegic Qorposation',

(This shect to bo attached to The Minutes of the
Joint Commnittoc of The A,C,L.S. and The 8.8,R.C.
On Matcriale for Rescarch —-8ccond Mccting =
Branford, Conn, == Scptomber 13,1%,~1930))
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The gocial s¢iences and humanities have developed in a
necegsary dependence upon insgtitutions which have other functians
than thosc of research. The scholar relies upon the publishing
trade, the govermnment, the library system and the educational system
for an indispensable apparatus, Disharmonies between the interests of
theese institutions which serve research incidentally, and the 1interests
of research iteelf, are evidenced in the divergence between scholarly
value and commercial value in the publishing trade, in the problem
of the use of impermanent papers in commercial and govermment pube-
lications, in the problem of secrecy in govermment archives, in
the compromise a library must make between bibliophil and research
gtandarde of value in acquisition, or between educational and
research practices in adminigtration, and finally in the tension
present throughout the university system between the requirements
of teaching and those of research, The surprising thing is not that
some of the research scholars! needs are neglected by these
ingtitutions, but that so many of them are met,

In the past thirty years there has been an extraordinary
increace in Americals investment in research materiale, Dut despite
the enormous expansion of libraries, universities and research
institutes, the need for materials hag outrun the available
resources. The scholars have included in thelr interest a wider
range of documentation, and have assumed wider responsiblilitles
toward socliety. The output of printed matter increases by geometric
ratio, =0 that libraries must count on doubling their capacity
every twenty years. The whole problem has been further complicated
by the increased use of perishable paper in printing. In the
presence of this situation, the Soclal Sclence Research Council
and the American Council of Learned Societies set up a joint
committee on research materials to survey Amerlcals total eguipment
for research in the social seciences and humanlities, to bring to
light unnecessary omigsions or duplications, and %o review the entire
establishment of 1libraries, hiegtorical socletiecs, research ingstitutes,
museuns, and archives as if 1% were one vast naticnal enterprise
committed to a common purpose of providing material for research,

The Joint Committee on Research Materiale held ite first
meeting in Februazry,its second in September of the current year., It
undertook to survey the activities of agencies in important active
ities pertaining to research materisl-collecting, organizing,
preserving, indexing, cataloguing or publishing, It also set Lefore
itself the task of discovering and listing neglected categories of
material which, though having velue for research purposes, are not
adequately cared for at present. The first survey was entrusted to
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Professor Solon J. Buck and is being carried out under his super-
vigion by Mr. Franklin ¥. Holbrook, The survey of categorics of
material, it was recognized, is a more elusive problem, upon which
only preliminary work can be done inm a year's time, but which is
none the less of critical importance. Dr. N.8.B.Gras sumarized
the results of an inquiry addressed to a number of scholars in
various fields in a report which indicates that few research workers
have given thought to the possible expamnsion of the resources of their
fields in research material, A number of suggestions came to light;
that the removal of cemeteries in growing cities glves opportunities
for gathering anthropometric data, thst records of the informal
activitics of party leadere and party organizations ares sgéldom
collected, thelir historical value belng umappreciisted, that business
firme generally do not prescrve the records which from the standpoint
of business history are most important, It appeared that the survey
of categories of material could only be carried on with the help

of the learned socletics., Dr, Gras's sub-committee therefore under-
took to formulate a procedure of consultation, If the 1931 programs
of the various learned soclety meetings all include the topic of
categorics of research material, and if the discussions are then
reported and digested, the resuit should be an adequate conspectus
of the needs of all the social sciences and humanities,

When these needs are defined, how are they to be met? Vhat
will the next steps be?

In respect of certain categories of material it is not
nécessary to awalt the completion of a general survey of needs before
proceeding further with the work. We know already that our national
machinery for collecting and preserving records is inadequate at
three points: in the preservation of newspapers, of business records,
and of ephemera, The first is primarily & problem in sclence and
technology. Newspaper stock is periehable, and we know of no cheap
and certain way of making it durable. The second is more a mattex
of psychology. Business men arc not trained to appreciate historical
values, nor to care for thelr records as government officiale care for
their archives. The third is an administrative problem for libraries.
Ephemeral materisls -— Randbills, advertisdments, circulars, ete,, ==
are difficult to care for, %The ¢ffort spent on saving them is not
g0 much a service to the present generation as to the future. Nany
libraries therefore fall to preserve them,

The newspaper problem is being attacked from several angles,
A grant from the Carnegle Corporation has enabled the U,S.Bureau of
Standards to undertake a study of paper permanencge and a search for the
most practical method of preserving disintegrating newspapers. Another
inquiry is under way, covering availablée methods of photegraphic repro-
duction, and possible improvements of photographlic or projection devices
for copying and preserving newspapers and other materisls., A speecial
survey of newspaper collection, preservation, and indexing policies in
the prineipal libraries and research institutions of the country was




undertaken by Rebert C. Binkley of Westorn Reserve University, in order
to discover what parts of the country are under-equipped with newgpaper
material, and to locate unnecessary duplications of effort. In
newspaper preservation, as in all caseg where the material involved

is bulky, the regional prineiple is the necessary basie of collabora=-
tion among libraries in aequisition, for it places the maximum

research equipment within reach of every scholar,

The collection of business history materials also lends itself
to regicnal organization. Professors A.H,Cole and R.H.Johnson have
been launching a system of transportation collections to cover the
country, with five librariee designated as regional centers, and others
as local centers. The need for regional activity in the collection of
research materials wae laid before the last Southern and Western
Reglonal Conference of the 8 S R 0, in the spring; the Southern
Conference approved the sugrestion in principle, but appointed no
committee, The Western Conference took somewhat more practical steps
to support the regional organization of business history collection on
the Pacific Ooast. Two obetructive manifestations of rivalry have
appeared in connection with these projects: an institution may refuse
1o accept classification g8 & "local" rather than a "regional¥ center,
or it may wish to conceal its collection plane from ite rivals, Com=
petition between institutions should not be allowed to lead to needlees
duplication. Publicity of policles, division of ‘the fleld, and the
acceptance by each library of responsibility for making special efforts
in the accumulation of its degignated classes of material put inter-
library competition on a more rationsl basis,

The Joint Qommittee, in laying out its owm work, attempts
not only to avoid duplicating the work of other organizations, but
also, wherever possible, to allocate to some existing institution the
varioue taske which appear necessary to the ascoomplishment of the
general object. A survey of the state of local archives throughout
the country is needed; this ghould fall to the chavge of the Archives
Commission of the American Historical Asevciation. If libraries
are to assume larger responsibilities in colleeting ephemera and
manuscripts, their staffs should have instruetion in the best and
simplest methode of caring for unbound meterials. A new primer or
manual is needed, and it would lie within the province of the
American Library Association to prepare it. The division of labor
among libraries must be worked ocut in liaison with the American
Library Association Committec on Interlibrary Cooperation. Tne
fortheoming reorgenization of the National Archives ealls for the
preparation of a coupendium of the practices of governments in the
destruction of archives; 1t is expected that one of the existing
institutes of research in povernment may undertake this necessary
work. The National Research Council and the U, S.Bureau of Standards
have shown themselves ready to undertake scientific and technological
investigations when these are negessary, as in connection with the
problem of the durability of paper and film, or the problem of
photographie reproduction. When it appeared that the Committee on
Bibliography of the American Historical Associction was g0 busy with
its Handbook of Historical lLiterature that it could not bring out
& new and revised edition of Larned's Literature of American History,




Mr, Lydenberg offered to find out whether the Bibliographical Soclety
could undertake the task, A clearing-house for photograpvhic repro-
du ¢ions of research materials ig needed; the Library of Congrees is
undoubtedly the appropriate center for such a clearing house, and the
method used by the Modern Langusage Association in organiziang the
lending of photostatic reproductions needs only to be extended and
filled in,

Several independent projects for acouiring or orgatizing
research material came before the Joint Comulktee, which was acsked
to pass upen thelr importance in the general scheme, A project
for the collection of Virginiana was approved by the Joint
Comnittee in February; the Oarneglie Corporation thereafter granted
five thousand dollars for the work, which will be reported upon to
the Joint Committee., Projects fozr the collection of materialg
on negro history and for thé compilation of a bibliography on
egoonomic history came before the Joint Committee for study and
report, An ambitious project for a survey of manuscript materials
for American history and American literature has been outlineéd by
representatives of the Historlcal Masnuscripts Commission of the
American Historical Association and the Literature CGyoup of the
Modern Lanpuage Association meeting under the suspices of the A.0.L, S,
The Joint Committee is keeping in touch with this plan.

The complexity of the problems which may arise when the
colleetion and organization of research material 1s envipaged as a
whole is instanced in a Memorandum on the Destruction of documents
prepared by Professor N,.S,.B.Gras, which developes the thesig that
"destruction is the necessary correlation te preservation, If
repositories keep on growing, there may come & time when they will
be as threatening to our eivilization ae the graveyards of China,
Apars from physical limitations is the guestion of financial
support for archives, museums, and libraries. If digorimination and
moderation are now shown, there will be a reaction on the part
of supporters, both private and public." In view of precsait day
printing policies, which put records upon perishable paper, and
present day library policies, which neglect some categories of
material known to De useful, the practical need of the moment
is for more adequate preservation, but in proportion as thiz need
is fulfilled there will arise @ need for more rational destruction,
Otherwlse valuable material will be destroyed for the sake of
preserving unimportant material,

The trend in American scholarship parallels the trend in
American business, in that the pressing problems of the moment e¢all
for the creation of larger corporale orzans = the cartels and
syndicatés of the intellectual world., The kind of activity whigh
devolveés upon the Joint Committee on Research Materials is but one
more manlfestation of the common tremnd, It secms possible, moreover,
that technological innovations may alter fundamentally some of the
problems of gathering research materials, as they have altered
innumerable memufscturing problems. Innovations in applying tech-
nology to scholarshlip were not concluded when the typewriter and
filing system invaded the professor's gtudy and the photostat
inetalled iteelf in the 1libravy oesewent, Tf the method of
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minizture photography and projection used in the Library of
Congrees were to be develoved to the highest efficiency that the
theory of physics indicstes as Possible we ghould be able to
reproduce whole newspaper files for less than the cost of binding,
and bring copice of any rare and valuable materizsl within the pur-
chaging power of a modest college library., It may be possible to
devise some method of sub-publication that will relcase research
gscholarship from some of i%s dependence wpon commercizal publighing,
These suggestions are of course mere prophecies. And indeed the
whole problem of expanding and improving the research materials
must be guided by a prophetic attitude toward the future develop-
ments of methode of research in the soclal sciences and humanities,
and an intention to do the utmoet pessible to liberate schol b
future as well as present, from material limitations,













INTERIM MEETING OF MEMBERS OF THE JOINT
COMKITTEE -—~  DECEMBER 29,1930

PRESENT: Buck, Binkley, Leland.

Dr. Lclanﬂ made corractions of the Minutes of the

Sccond Mesting., He did not re-drnft Weodson's Dronoawl,
but udly made su -estions to him (page 5 of Minute

The ~rant for paper research was irom the 021n3°ie
Corpor:tion, not the Rockefeller Foundation (paze 7 of
Minutes).

The Economic Bibliorraphy Project.

Dr. Leland stnted that the next move in getting action
the Economic Bibliorrephy Project would be a con—
ation betweon himsclf and Lynd, to decide whether
would asgk the t7o Councils to make a joint

-.J
oney.,

f recoarenlations by the Joint Com
agsunes that the money is %o be
the two councils jointly,

Gireular No. i,

DI. . L—’l{:‘nd 4 .’ - ..- ] - L ‘--_. [ i ’ '\J -_ . J_ i 4 \.n t‘z‘le .;Xl G -
L.S., mith rcp 5 and, the Secretary will circuleate
it -in mimeog: orm to the marazi

The A.C.L.S. has in progress a. cat
biblioraphical meteriels in humanitics
sclences, \;- ’s now on cards, and 1is
! : orials publie hbd  Rre g0 2
hairmen,
1 of a Committec of the
Ve AsdsiON thL n conventional si ms in
critical editio nig is net conanceted with modern
cditorial proLlems [her: is ﬁl,o a London rcport on
medicral and mode ipt editing, publisched in the
Bulletiniof the £ ‘"t rical Resenrch.

Caterories of Ma:

The plan for leoying tac
metcerials beforc the lecarne
Gros and Quinn core to preec:
i o e A O e

groths gecrataries
Acculsition Policlcs
The Ch'irmr: raporte i that the conpletion

of the activ;tis of institutions
would proceed more rTapidly in the




Page 2
(Interim Meeting - December 39,1930)

The Survey of Archives

The Chairman is to present the case for a survey of
archives in America to the Public Archives Commission
of the American Historical Association at a luncheon
meeting.,

A Frimer for Archivists,

The Public Archivee Commissjon is also interested in a
primer for archirists. Dr.® Leland sug:ested that it
would e best to let some one man take the responsibility
for preparing it.

Destruction of Useless Materials.

Dr, Leland reported that he had encountcred such an
emotiongl attitude of opp051t10n to the studies of
~overnaent made by Willoughby that he had avoided |
proposing to Willoughby the pr ation of a report, bvut

epar
he undertoock to discuss the matter with Willousghby.

The Chairman described an Act vnassed in Minnesota
author1z1am destruction of county records, but permitiing
the state historical society to take possession of
those haring historical value, The Aot is not clcar
as to whether the Auditor must or may consult the
Historical Society before destroying records, The
Leazue of Minnesota Municipalities has drafted an act
to authorize the destruction of municipal documents,
with a similar provision for turning thea over to the
Historical Society if desired. A single act covering
the whole matter and more clearly drawn would seem to
be desirable.

It was suxgested that since the problem is gencral, and
destruction is likely to begin in many places soon, a
uniform statute should be drawn up. Dr. Leland sugmest-
ed that it should be based upon existinz statutes.

Interlibrary Cooperation.,

There are a number of azencies working on this: (1)
5.5.R.C., Committee on Public Administration hxs
desisnated Libraries as 8tate and Rezional Centers.
A Oonference is to be called to bring all the head:
of these desirmated libraries together, (2) There
Lh= *““1sgortﬂ+iJn library project, now la.d before
the Joint Committee in letters from Cole and Johnson.
3) The Corni +tee of the A.L.A,, of which Henry is
Chairman and unon WﬂLuh Ljdoﬂbﬁ?' is liaison man for
the Joint Commitice. (4) Gerould of Frincston now




Decenber 39,1930)

asks for the esssistance of the compittee in promoting
cooperation among libraries in the colle ction of the sericl
oublicotions of foreism governuents.,  (5) The International
Relstions Counittee of the 8.8.R.C., of which Professor
Shotwell is now Chairman.

A discussion of methods of securing cooperation in library
purchasing ravealed areat difficulties. Long—distance
ucqulSltl“D Ufllol g to ke formulated DY each institution,
The principle of the Oartel applied to vurchases. The
relationship of acquisition to lending UOllOlp.. What
materials are best held together —— all the documents of o
“ivbn country, or all the documents of a. miven type — €.
=] LH tist J.Cf‘l?

r. Leland surcested that at the next meeting en ef fort
be made to sccure an expronded discussion-gToup —— 1nclud1’;

’)tveli Gerould, Henry, White and others —— to formulate
the pIOUI)” ; interlibrary 0oopu“qu1*e oxganization, It
was noted that the carrying out of Project B of The
Library of Gonfress would help to dire ct this type of
activity by locatinz 21l special collections The
Seeretary surcested that librarics might dbvelope a
practice of renting extensive but unus ed collections to cach
other, the borrower p,gzn“ a. charne vased on the value of
the materials borrowed, X praotlcal ﬂuthod mizht be the
allocation of » certain sum in the oud of the participat
ing library, to be spent by a JOlnt Duronr51nw board in
acoord with policies worked out JoLntly It was anreed
that the Joint Committee could not enter into any such
ori-anization, but could only « orrelhtu and bring together
other “"enblwm The Wilson Gonp wmy was sucgested as an
appropriate agency to assist cooperation,

Mexican Material,

The Chairmen read a letter from Schlesinger, describin: the
need for colkcting material on the revolution in Mexico. Tis
Chairman undertook to write to the University of Texas to
ask whether they werc matherins this material,

Pesce Conferenee Motorial,

The Secrctary spoke of the problem of ovenin: up Peace
Conference materials, but requcsted no com 1uittee action.

In accordance with the vote of the second session of

Joint Comuitiee, the final plan for a manuscript surv.w 1s
to be communicoied to the mewbers of the Joint Committec
for their action. When approved by the Joint Comiittec, it
w7ill be sent on to both Councils.
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Oinemas,

Dr. Gras's report was noted. The Secrcotary rcported that
most of the news—reel material is destroyed.

Bibliozraphy of West. Indian Materials.

Mr.

Ramatz has a project for ‘a bibliography of matecrial

on fl
th
.)

¢ British West Indies. It was understood that
it ¢ Historical Association should apvly for a grant,
the pjllC"bL“P would come before the Joint @omnittee
upon reference from the two Councils,

Letters from Cole and Johnson were read, outliningz their
plan for transportation coll 2ctions, and asking the
advice of the Joint Committee upon depositaries in
California, Chicaro, and New York, It was acreed that
the matter of obtaining funds for a new edition of the
catalogs of railway material could come before the
Joint Comnitteeonly when referred to it by a parent
vody.

The Secrctary reported on the progress of his inves-
tigation of methods of ruorodunljg materials,




Cleveland,Ohio, _
February 19,1931,

MEMBERS OF THE JOINT COMMITTEE
ON MATERIALS FOR RESZARCH,

AProfessor Solon J.Buck,

Professor N.S,6B.Gras,

Dr., Waldo G.Leland,

Mr. H _M.Lydenberg,

Professor Arthur H.Quinn,

r. Clark Wissler.

It gives me pleasure to send you
a copy of the minutes of the Interim Meeting

of the Joint Committee on Materials for Research,.

Very sincerely yours,

Robert C.Binkley,
Western Reserve University.






