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Title page in Riggs's handwriting:
"Dakota warfare -- Peace\made with the O0Jjibwas -- How broken --
Mnahoodan killed -- Dakota treachery -- OJibway treechery -- Three
feamilies killed -- Vengeance sought -- Eagle feathers -- Armor
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success -- Cattle killed -- How to find enemies -- Iron cloud —-
Demanding pay -- Affair settled -- A father's grave -- A Dakota
killed -- OJibwas slaughtered -- Hunting his father -- Kacboka
killed -- Mayswakan ambush -- Two men killed -- S8calp dance --
Wekeeyoozapee -- New names -- Duty of Government -- Cal bono --

Poetry."

Filed in E. D. Neill Papers.
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Stephen R. Riggs to 8. L. Babcock, November 19, 1850.

~ I 2 -3
/;) s v i 1 AL

P

S. L. Babcock, Esq.
Dear Sir,

An invitation in one of the last of your papers which
have reached us, asking for information in regard to the
first settlement of various places in this Territory, has
led me to pen the inclosed facts. If they will be of any
use to you in making out your proposed Minnesota
you are welcome to make that use of them.

Youis truly
8. R. Riggs.
Lacquiparle
Nov. 19, 1850

The first settlement of Lacquiparle.

From the most reliable information that I have been
able to obtein, it would seem that Lacquiparle was settled
first in 1826. Mr. J. Renville deceased, came here, prob-
ably, in that year. Two years after he built two quite good
hewed log houses, one of which he occupied as a dwelling
and the other as a store. These with other buildings were
surrounded by a stockado fort which is markéd on Mr. Nicol-
let's map as Fort Renville. It is in ruins now. There
were no Indians living here when Mr. Renville first came;
and it was not until 1830 that any considerable number

planted a2t this place. They came chiefly from the Little




2.
“Rapids. The Sisitonwans, who formerly occupied this coun-

try, retired northward.

Lacquiparle mission station.

This stands down the river nearly a mile farther from
the lower end of the lake than the ruins of fort Renville.
In the autumn of 1835 a log cabin was put up; and in the
year following a larger log building was erected, a part of
which still stands; and is used for storing the Indians'
corn.

In the summer of 1841, a church was built of unburnt
bricks, which still answers the purposes of chapel and
school room. The rain storms washed the walls so much that
it was found necessary to clapboard them. It is mounted
by a bell which weighs one hundred pounds.

In 1848 the log dwellings of the mission were exchanged
for more comfortable frame houses, which are situated on
the top of the hill, having 2 fine view of the lake above,
the river with the timber in the bottom, and the prairie
beyond and behind.

The first frame house on the Minnesota river, above
the Little Rapids, is the church and school room at Tra-

" verse des Sioux, which was built in the summer of 18&u4k.

The first corn mill in Minnesota.

In the spring of 1837 a small pair of buur stones,

with the irons necessary for a small horse mill, were




3.
procured in Cincinnati. Late in the fall of the same year,
rude buildings were erected by the mission, and the mill
pﬁt in operation at Lacquiparle. It has been in use every
year since that time, and has done us good service, in
cracking our corn and wheat. For grinding the latter,
however, the stones are found to be too light. This, I
think, was the first grinding mill, in what is now Minne-

sota Territory.

[Addressed: ]

S. L. Babcock Esg.
Saint Paul
Minnesota Territory.
[Endorsed: ]

S R Riggs

Letter Nov 19'[7h 1850
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Cctober 23, 1945

Mrs. Ida S. Kohr
Montevedeo Minn,

Dear Mrs. Kohr

I am enclosing a copy of a letter written by my
grandmother Mrs. S, K. Riggs just after the burnig of
the Mission home in 1857. I do not think that letter
has been entirely published tho I think part of it has

The original and my copy of Mary & I is being
passed on to one of my daughters much interested in
such matters,

Yours

H., J, Morris




Lacqui Parle. March 21,1857

My dear Sister,

If you could look in upon us now, you would doubtless think we were
in an uncomfortable situation. But we are so much more comfortably than
we supposed we could be two weeks ago last Friday. Before this reaches
you, probably you will have received a copy of The Pioneer containing an
account of the fire on the 3rd of March which suddenly consumed our
dwelling and the greater part of what it contained. ZFven now it seems
s0 dream-like that occasionally I forget that it is indeed a reality.

All the little mementoes of friends save a few very smsll ones that were
in my escritoire are gone. But the remembrance of the givers abides with
us still. Yesterday Mr. Riggs brought in a piece of glass from the ruins,
which by its shape I recognized as a part of a small ivory box ornamented
with mother of pearl and imitation of pearls, which brother Alfred gave
me years ago. In it he had written this sweet motto,

"Like the pearls that through chrystal so chastenedly gleam,

May your soul through kind actions in purity beam. A,L."

At the time of the fire our family consisted of fourteen, three of these
were half breed children. We had seven heds, three of which with the
bedding was saved, though one of the comfortables and bed quilts was
badly burned. One chair was also saved and an old pine stand. These
were in the room occupied by Migs Spconer and the girls and is all of
that kind of furniture which is left us. Not a table or a table cloth
nor anything to furnish a table was saved. A few cracked dishes were
taken from the fire. No change of clothing for Mr. Rigegs, myself,
Alfred, Anna Jane, Thomas, Henry or Joseph, our half breed boy of about
12, and not even patches or thread to mend our worn out garments. No
flour, no butter, no sugar, no soap, no candles - nothing eatable but two
barrels of corn and a supply of potatoes were saved. The stoves all
melted and the kettles all but one were melted or broken. The fire

swept everything before it so rapidly that we were almost panic stricken.
I cut my hand quite badly in breaking open a window to help secure a few
books, and everything I touched was marked with blood, until an Indian
woman picked up a scrap of calico and bound it up for me. We took refuge
in the church and made & fire and warmed ourselves. Before we had time
to think how destitute we were, Mr. Freniere,a half Dakota gentleman, in
charge of Mr, McLeod's trading post came with a two horse team. He brought
us & table, a few plates, tea cups, saucers, knives and forks and atea
pot. Also gsome of the more substantials, a barrel of potatoes(for ours
were beneath the burning ruinsg) part of a barrel of flour, some coffee
and suger, three pails and two small frying pans. This he doubtless did



as Mr,. McLeod's agent. Soon after, from his own wardrobe, he sent or
brought a coat, two shirts, a pair of socks, shoes and moccasins and a
black silk cravat. Another young man who is three-fourths Dakots sent a
shirt and broadcloth for Alfred's pants. Hds wife brought some flour and
a piece of beef, five plates and four knives and forks and his little
daughter gave our Anna calico for a dress. A men who is full Dakota gave
Mr. Riggs a coat and a plece of beef and his wife cooked us some beans,
our first meal after the fire., A Dakota woman who is a widow gave me a
candlestick and Henry a pair of boots. Another who is also a widow, but
whose husband was a white man, brought us just as we were eating our first
meal after the fire,a good loaf of light bread. I hardly know whether

I cried or laughed when I saw.it, perhaps I did both, for I was excited
and wearied. She also brought me later the next day, a dress, a shawl and
a pair of stocking, all of which were very acceptable in our destitutidn.
Another Dakota woman who is the wife of a Frenchman sent me a shawl which
we also prize , as Isabella's shewl as well as mine was burned. Only a
part of her shewl was burned, and the piece we made the most of, in our
extremity., One piece was made into a cap for Henry, who like his father
and mother ran out of the house bare headed. I have sometimes felt
oppressed by these liberal gifts from those who are not rich in this
world's zood, but I hope sometime if the Lord will to return in part these
favors. But if we never can repay them the Lord can.. It has been =2

great consolation to us to witness their generousr sympathy. We seegreater
evidence that the gospel of Christ has wrought a good work here, than even
we dared expect. Surely those who revile and reproach us with folly for
laboring among these pocr Indians, must for a time be silenced. The day
of the fire showed a great comtest between the heathen and the Christian
people. The former seized upon the few things that they could for them-
selves, the others tried to save something for us.

On Saturday, the morning after the fire, we sent a Dakota men to Dr. Willismson's
to inform them of our sitmastiom. On Monday evening he returned with

doctor W. Bringing us a cooking stove, bed, bedding, clothing, some butter,

sugar and dried fruit. Also three Bibles and several other things that we

were needing. Thus in the Providence of God, the many comforts which we
possessed before the fire, He has taken from us, and supplied our

necessities since, in a wonderful manner. Let us praise Him for His good-

ness and mercy. "He has not visited us according to our sins, nar re-

warded us according to our iniguities."

The church which we ©ccupy has two rooms. We have put up curtains at one
end of these and purpose doing so in the other room. Nine of us sleep in
one room and four in the other, one of our number having gone to her
father's at the time of the fire.




If a young lady has determined to come to our aid do not let her be dis—
courged. We hope to make her comfortable and furnish her with as much
employment as she can wish. We shall need assistance very much when

Miss Spooner leaves. Mis Spooner is very nearly my size and she has
generously given and lent me such clothing as the circumstances required,
She has been & great comfort to us. May the Lord reward her.

Love to all our friende, from husband and myself.

Your sister,
Mary
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in

April 27, 1861

letter of Joseph R. Brown to S. R. Riggs, April 27, 1861; also

one of May 1, 1861

Also letter of Riggs to J. R. Brown, April 29, 1861;
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