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New-York, January, 1866.

Co the Ehes of the Presbpterin @huveh.

DEAR BRETHREN:

We desire to address you fraternally as members with us in the brotherhood of Christ and in the Eldership of that
branch of His Church which it is our privilege to serve.

By the minutes of our General Assembly for 1864, it appears that we then had 1,442 Churches on our rolls. Each of these Churches has,
of course, one or more ruling Elders; 940 of these having less than 100 communicants each, will not probably average more than two Elders,
the remaining 502 Churches will, we presume, average five each. If these figures approximate the truth, we have in the service of the Churches
connected with our Assembly 4,370 ordained ruling Elders; men selected by the respective congregations whom they serve, for their piety,
knowledge of the Scriptures, Christian experience and ability to be overseers in the house of God.

-

-On these Elders devolve responsibilities of the greatest importance. In respect to the congregations by whom they have been placed in
office and to the whole Church, they are clothed with powers and charged with duties of the highest character. In all that relates to the general
discipline and oversight of the Churches, in the Session, the Presbytery, the Synod and the General Assembly, the Ministry and the Eldership
have equal responsibilities and powers. Our General Assembly says with reference to this point (see digest page 56), ‘‘It is a recognized prin-
ciple of our Church polity in accordance, as we believe, with apostolic teaching, that Bishops, Ministers and Elders, constitute but one grade or
rank of officers in the Church of Christ; and hence that in all our Church judicatories they have equal rights and powers. In all the judicial
business of the Church, all are Presbyters alike.” This then is the recognized position of the Eldership in the Presbyterian Church, a position
of great honor, and, if rightly occupied, of great usefulness. Honorable indeed, just in the degree of the fidelity to the Master with which its
responsibilities are met. HARLAN Pace, Josepn BREwster, Evisua Tavror, Orrs ALies, and a host of others, our beloved hrethren, who
have finished their course and entered into glory, honored the Eldership and were honored in it, because (like their Divine Master), it was their
meat and drink to do the will of God in their high office and to finish the work which he had given them to do.

Were all the Elders in our Church clothed with keir spirit, what an aggregate of Christian and moral power would our ranks present.
How greatly.the spiritual wants of our beloved land-and of a-dying werld wontd be promoted. - Whilst we may properly rejoice and give thanks to
God in view of all the good which as a Christian people we have been able to accomplish, is it not evident that the demands of our country
and of the heathen world will never be supplied until the Church is far more thoroughly aroused to a sense of duty and to appropriate action ?

All of us, all the redeemed people of the Lord, are solemnly pledged hefore heaven and earth to make the upbuilding of His Kingdom our
supreme object.  Are we living as Christians and Elders o as daily to redeem this pledge ? Is it true of us that our supreme object in life is to
build up the Kingdom of our glorious Redeemer? Is the sanctification of the Church and the salvation of sinners, the great objeet to which in
our esteem all others are secondary ?

Could these questions be answered in the affirmative by the 4,370 Elders in our Church, what glorious results would at once appear !

How would revivals of religion be multiplied, the hands of the ministry be strengthened, sinners in great multitudes be converted and the Church
be built up in her most holy faith,

It was in view of such thoughts and questions as these, that it was suggested to invite a meeting of the Elders who should attend the

General Assembly at Dayton in 1864, with the Elders of the Churches in that city, to consult as to the desirableness of attempting to secure a

meeting of Elders at each Session of the General Assembly for the purpose of prayer and conference with special reference to the duties of the
Eldership.

After consulting the Moderator of the Assembly, the invitation was given and a meeting of Elders was convened at Dayton, at which

Hon. Sayr. H. Perkixs of Philadelphia, presided ; the subject was discussed and the following resolution was unanimously adopted :

Resolved, That a Committee of five Elders be appointed to consider the expediency of calling a meeting of Elders at Brooklyn during the
Sessions of the next General Assembly for the purpose of prayer and conference, with reference to the work of the Eldership, With power to
call such a meeting if they shall deem it expedient. Elders WiLLiam A. Boorn, Samr. H. Perkixs, Jxo. MiLtos Swiri, Jas. B. PiNneo
W, Crnurchins, Jesse W. Bexeprcr and Oris ALLEN were appointed such Committee. ’

The Committee thus appointed deemed it expedient to call the meeting as indicated in the resolution. It was held on two evenings in
the spacious Church of which the Rev. Tueonore L. CeyLER is Pastor; was largely attended by the Elders who were members of the Assembly,

and by the Elders of the Churches of New-York and Brooklyn, and the exercises were deeply interesting. Elder W A. Boorn presided and
Elder Jxo. MiLrox Swmith acted as Secretary.

At the second meeting the following subjects were specially considered:




‘What are the indispensable means of preparation for efficiency in the Eldership ?
‘What are the responsibilities of the Eldership ?—

1. To the Church, local and general ; 3. To the Sabbath School;
2. To the Ministry; . 4. To the Judicatories of the Church;

5. To the Country and the World.

and the following resolutions were unanimously adopted :

Whereas, it seems desirable that a meeting of Elders for conference on subjects pertaining to their office should be held annually during the Sessions
of the General Assembly ; therefore, 0

Resolved, That a Committee of seven, including the Chairman of this meeting, be appointed to call a meeting similar to this during the Sessions of the
next General Assembly, and to address a circular to the Elders connected with our Church, requesting from each answers to such questions as the Committee shall
deem calculated to promote the interests of the Churches and the honor of the Master.

Resolwed, That the Committee have authority to report rules and ragulations for future meetings.

Elders WALTER 8. GRIFFITH, W. A. BOOTH, OLIVER E. WOOD, J. MILTON S)IITH; New-York and Brooklyn ; Hon. E. D.
MANSFIELD, of Ohio; EBENEZER B. JONES, Esq., Penn Yan, N. Y.; RUSSELL SCARRITT, Esq., St. Louis, Mo., were appointed the
Committee contemplated in the resolution.

We now address you in the discharge of our duty as the Committee thus appointed, for the purpose, by a meeting comprising a much
larger number of ruling Elders than was ever assembled in this country before.

It seems to us very desirable that all the Elders of our Churches shall be interested in these initial measures to excite a deeper interest in
the great work committed to us and to cultivate the spirit of brotherly love and sympathy. We send this circular therefore to the Session of
each Church enrolled on the minutes of the Assembly, and a number sufficient to place a copy in the hands of each of the Elders. It is our
earnest hope that we may receive a reply from every Elder into whose hands this shall go.

A meeting will be held during the Sessions of the next General Assembly at St. Louis, similar to those held this year at Brooklyn, and
it seems very important to secure a full attendance of Elders at that Assembly. May we not hope that you will do all in your power to promote
the election and attendance of the Elder or Elders which your Presbytery is entitled to send, and as many more as possible? That we may be
able to present to that meeting the most important facts relating to the Eldership, its members, and efficiency in our Churches, and some
statistics which can be gathered from no other source, we subjoin a list of inquiries and earnestly request that you will aid us in our work by
giving as full and careful answers as practicable to each of these questions. To some of them you may not be able or willing to give any answer,
but we indulge the hope that you will favor us with replies to most of them as early as possible.

Please direct your reply to the Secretary of the Committee, J. MiLroN Swirs, Esq., President of the Arctic Fire Insurance Company,
No. 18 Wall Street, New-York.

We shall be happy to have you add such remarks touching the subject as you may feel inclined to make.

WALTER S. GRIFFITH, |\
WM. A. BOOTH,
OLIVER E. WO0OOD,

E. D. MANSFIELD, Committee,
EBENEZER B. JONEKS, (
RUSSELL SCARRITT. )

J. MILTON SMITH. /




INQUIRIES ADDRESSED TO THE ELDERS

BY A COMMITTEE OF ELDERS,

Appointed at Brooklyn, May, 1865.

IV.—Please give their Names, A ges and Post Office Address respectively:

NAMES. AGES. POST OFFICE ADDRESS.




V.—Are your Elders elected to serve for life or term of years? __ Sy 4 o .

VI.—Have you a Minister ? Is he installed as Pastor ?

VIL.—Do you hold stated and regular meetings of the Session ?

VIII.—How frequently do the Session meet ?

IX.—Does the Church meet weekly for prayer and conference ?

X.—Are these meetings conducted by the Elders or the Pastor ?

XI.—How many of your Elders take part in speaking or
leading in prayer in the meetings of the Church ? §

XII.—Do the Elders unite or co-operate with the Pastor |
in visiting the members of the Chuvch ? §

XIII.—How recently have you enjoyed a special revival of |
religion in_your Church ? §

How many were then added to the Church ?

How many of them were members of your Sabbath School ?

XIV.—How many of your Elders are engaged in any capacity
0 ) Jout gag Yy capacity (
in the Sabbath School work?

XV.—Is your Sabbath School under the supervision of the Session ?

XVI.—Have you any Mission Schools connected with your Church ?

XVII.—Does your Church regularly observe the monthly concert |
of Praver-for the conversion-of the world ?

Is it well attendcd >

By whom is it conducted and how ? ________ . Lo e o N I T S
XVIIL—Do you take up regular contributions to the great benevo- l
lent operations of the Church, as FOREIGN MISSIONS; - -m-cm-mrrommmmmommommmosmmomsommmmmoms oo o
Howme Missions; EpucaTion FOR MINISTRY ; PUBLICATION ? s
XIX.—What salary do you pay your Pastor? __ ____°~ ol SO L T e T " oo el B R
Is it paid to him promptly when dwe? A e TN B
How much has it been increased within the last three years® . e P
Does what he now receives afford him a comfortable support ? ___ et e S L Ll e Tt s e e ). | R
’ "

XX.— Are there any young men in your Church who have resolved
to devote themselves to the Ministry ?

L
)

Are there any others whose talents and piety are such that you |
think they ought to do so? )

Do your Session keep this subject before themselves and the 2-
Church as a prominent subject of thought, attention and r -=--------==--===—====roo-—mommmmmoooomoooo oo
prayer ? S
XXI.—Do you take special care always to have one of your Elders at
the meetings of Presbytery and Synod ? v e
How often during the last five years have you failed to be re- |
presented by an Elder at a meeting of Presbytery or Synod? §
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Duamevican Boaed of Gommissioners Tor Soveign Missions,

Treasurer’s Office, Missionary House, 33 Pemberton Square.
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