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Fort Wadsworth P.0.D.T.
Camp Good Will
July 14, 1870,

My Dear Daughter Martha
and Robbie
and Cornelia

I have been looking for a letter from Sterling for
a week or more; I confidently expected it would come
to day, but it did not. The recason why I looked for
one was that Alfred wrote to me the 24 of June
that he had received letters from Isabella which he
had sent to you to be forwarded to me from there. I
have a letter from Anna to day the last date of which
is July 5th. -

Siie says the Beloit school commences the lasgt day
of August. I should like to have Robbie there at the
commencement of the year if he can be. What do you
think, my boy, can you travel alone? or will it be
possible to find company? It might be well to start
soon after the 20th of August.

Friday July 15. I see on looking at Anna's letter
again that she gsays the Beloit school commences the 29th
of August.

I have no doubt that Robbie can go down to Beloit
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alone, if he will only keep his wits about him. He must
see that his trunk is checked all right and when he changes
trains have his trunk attended to. When he does not know
he must not be afraid to ask of the conductor or some one
elge.

That it may be on time I will now enclose a Dft. for
$50 payable to Mr. Morrisg' order. Robbie will need from
$15 to $20 to take him to Beloit. Then he will need some
new clotines either in Mankato or after he rcachesg Beloit.
So $30 will be for him and $20 for you and Cornelia, if
gshe needs any thing.

I think of you all very often tiis summer. For to
tell the truth I am‘rather lonely. My carpenter is a
Norwegian and doeg not talk very good English. The
Langley boys have a good deal of young America in them.
So that I am often & good deal tried by them.

Iy framing lumber, wnich was to have been here from
Abercrombie a month ago, is only Just coming now. We
have not been out of work, but have worked to some
disadvantage in not having it. The foundations are
ready for both houses and now we will raise them as soon
as we can.

We have had a good deal of rain here this summer

and are getting somewhat tired of living in tents. We
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shall be glad when we can move under a good roof which I
hope may be in a couple of weekg. We have had some pretty
warm days but the nights have been cool and pleasant
generélly. Indeed some nights have been cold requiring
all the clothing we had to keep us warm.

I suppose you are beginning to harvest now. I shall
hope Mr. Morris will get pretty well through before Robbie
leaves. I want him to render as much help as he can, I
think the Lord has some good meaning in your logses --iand
that He will make them up to you in something of more
abiding value.

It will hardly be possible for mz to get recady to go
down to Beloit before the latter part of September. And
(Eadont s Wishvit to be later than ﬁhe 1st of October, for
I shall like to returh here early in Nov. before the
winter sets in. But the whole thing is in the Lord's
hand. He will prosper me accordirg to his good pleasure.

The other day I had a kind letter from Chaplain
Woart of Abercrombie, inviting me to visgit the fort and
offering me the hospitelities of his Quarters. He is
an Epigcopalien.

Chaplain Crocker of Wadsworth, though a Baptist, is

a good friend of ours.

Saturday morn. July 16.

I want Robble and Cornelia to write to me often.
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Their letters d4id me ever so much good. I want to know
how the farm work gets alongt—how the garden flourishes —-
how the ducks and the turke;s grow--~ whether there are
any plums. I want to hear about the pussy cad—- and how
many eggs Cornelia finds. I want to know how the pigs
grow. ‘There are lots of things that they can write about.
Begides I want to know whether they are trying more and
more to do right and to be obedient and loving children
and especially whgther they are trying to love and obey
Christ.

It is going to be a warm day and the stage will go
along pretty soon on its way up to Wadsworth. lay God
bless and keep you all, is.my daily preyer.

Very affectionately

Your‘father

8.R. Riggs

(P. 8.] Let me know of the receipt of this.:
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Dakota Territory
Camp Good Will
Sabbath eve June 19, 1870,

Robbie and Cornelia
My Little Children

A 1little wihhile ago we came back from meeting. It
was only about two milesgs from here, pretty near the
Agency. There were a good many there-- more than two
hundred I think. John B. Renville and Antoine Renville
and a good meny of the connections were up. They came
about six miles. Mary Alice Renville was there. They
had made a large shade by placing poles on forks and
putting tents over them. 8o we gathered under the shade
and sung and prayed and prcached and remembered the death
of Christ.

This camp I have named "Good Will" from the words of
the Angel who first told of the birth of Jesus, "Peace
on Earth -- good will toward men." We first stopped near
Dr. Daniels agency, and on Thursday I decided to come here.
It is a nice place. Just to the north of us runs a little
brookdown from the mountain side. There are trees growing
along the stream. Scveral Dgkota houses are not far off —
two above us and three or four below and one across the
stream. We look out to the north of east and see the water
of Lake Traverse fifteen miles off., Some smaller lakes
we can see to the gouth east. The agency is in sight a
little ecast of gouth. To the west rises the mountain
stretching along to the north and south. 8o we have a

good outlook. We have a board shantie and our two tents
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stand near by. We sleep in them at nights. Night before
last a strong wind came up and blew our tents down. We
did not atteﬁpt to put them up during the night.

We have heard here that Alfred and the rest of them
have reached the Santee Agency some time ago. The news
came by Artemas Eunamani %o the Big Sioux and some oné else
came from there here. They told also that the wind had
blown down Mr.Hinman'é Zgrcat house and killed two persons.
But you may have heard from Alfréd béfore this.

The Lord keep you all always.

- - Your loving father

5. R. Riggs
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Hazelwood == Qur Old Home \
Tuesday eve June 7. 1870,

Iy Dear Martha and Robbie and Cornelia
I cannot resgsist the temptation of writing a few lines to

you from this consecrated gggt -- consecrated as the birth-

place of Robbie and Cornelia -- consecrated by the years of
toil and of Jjoy of the living and the departed. We might
have gone farther before camping but I had rather a desire
to pitch our tents here -- and so we are on the blue grass
in Mr. Cunningham$¥ yard. Mr. Hunter went down into the
ravine to the east -- which he says I called §illy-boy --
the one on the other side being named Idle toy -- to get
water. He knew where the spring was. I went up to Simon's
house to lir. Doncostu's LZJ and obtained a bucket of milk.

Things look so as to remind one very strongly of the
place eight years ago. The ruins are here and patches of
wild rosesgs are growing around and over them. The plum thicket
ig nice in the garden. It hasalmosgt all gone to plums and
red raspberries. The popple grove looks nicely and the two
cotton woods that grow in the field. I will put in a rosebud
plucked from the ruins of our house. Jimmy says it is the
nicest place he has seen in Minnesota.

We 1left St. Peter on Wednesday of last week and staid
over the Sabbath at Red Wood Falls. The roads are pretty
bad. Lawrence has stuck his team both yesterday and today --
80 has Mr. Hunter. My tcam has only got fast in the mud once
since we left St. Peter. But we have been six days in coming
here. True we lay by Satturday afternoon and Monday forenoon

at Red Wood. londay we waited for Mr. Hunter. I am glad he
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is along with us. He is a good hand in crossing sloughs and
streams, and first rate mén to camp. He ig taking up a load for
me. The lumber I am taking up is at Red Wood yet, but I have
arranged with men there to bring it up next week. It is going
to cost more than I expected owing to the high waters and bad
roads. The Yellow lMedicine we found too high to ford comfortably,
and used a skiff to cross a part of our things. The Inkpa
they say is swimming. 8o with all these hindrances we sghall ex-
pect to move along slowly -- travelling not more than twenty
miles a day. To day we came from Rice creck., It has rained on
us a good deal and made it unpleasgsant. The boys think it is real
Tough. Robbie may be glad he did not come. I am on the whole
quite satisfied that Prof. Blaisdell concluded not to come. He
might have found it too hard.

Lacquiparle River (The Inkpa) Thursday eve June 9.1870.
Twenty-six miles in two days is not great travelling. Yesterday
we came twenty two and to day only four. This morning one of
the wagons got fast in the mud in trying to cross a stream that
ordinarily is no stream. But now is quite a river coming into
our wagons. We had to unload and then put on two teams to pull
out the empty wagon. To day we have worked eight hours in
getting over the Inkpa. It is very high. We swam the animals
over first and then crossed the goods and wagons on a raft of
logs which Dr. Daniels men made. They crossed vyesterday and
left him this morning. It is terrible hard travelling now. But
we pray daily that God would giveius'prosperity. And work and
patience will be crowned with success, I think.

June 10. Friday noon. e have come from the Inkpa ten or
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twelve miles and stopped to lunch on the prairie. Last night
I went over to Millg' house and przached to the neighbors
gathered in. The meeting was to be at early candle lighting --
but it was nine oclock before we commenced. Fifteen or twenty
personsg gathered in. At the close a young man introduced him-
self to me as Mr. Donaldson the son of an old college acquaintance --
himgelf also a graduate of Jeff. college last year. He has set
up a store at the Lacquiparle river. To day Lawrence' team got
stuck once anﬁ had to be pulled out.

Saturday noon -- three milegs above the Wlaka gi yuzapi! or
"Yellow Banks" as the white people call the streaﬁ. We found 1%
fordable but almogt swimming for my ponies. >So we unloaded and
placed our wagon bed on the top of another, and by going and
returning, we, in three hours, had passed over our things safely.
But our work there was made somewhat unpleasant by a constant
rain. We came on a few miles and have stopped for lunch. The
sun shinés out again and we shall dry up somewhat.

Sabbath, June 12. It is a beautiful day and we are rest-
ing encazmped by Lake Anna a little distance above the crossing
of the Whetstone. We forded this creek without any difficulty.
Here the birds are singing all around us on the water and on the
land. We had a hard week's travel since we left Red Wood and
the rest is nice.

Monday eve, June 13, We have travelled about twenty
four miles to day and have gone into camp on a little stream
which 1is a branch of the Minnesota above Big Stone Lake. We are
in sight of the settlement on the Coteau and hope to reach the
Agency to morrow morning.

[S. R. Riggs]





