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HEADQUARTERS PROVISIONAL RADIO INTELLIGENCE CO.
FIFTY:#FIRST SIGNAL BATTALION
GOTY MONMOUYHY NRE JRTDLIO
FORT MONMOUTHY NEW JERSEY

February 8, 19%

sub ject: Dissemination of B.S. uarterls per AR, 473-46,
» Jo 1§

To ¢ The person whose name 1s on the envelope.
ceme As Above,

Since my life 1s gulded by Army Regulations, I might as
well work some of them into my personal pleasure and business as
well, Just for your own information, I onece son a medal for the
Palwer method of penmenship, but as yet, my grade achool tea-
chers utill don't know that I merely tore the pages out of my
book and handed thim in for assignments, I hate to write, phy-
slcally speaking, and I can't type, so you can see thet I'm in
& heck of a fix, But if you can stand the substance of my tho-
ughts in print, read on, I don't know when I wrote to yom(U)
last, and whats more, I don't give a demn, It just happens that
I have no amorous intentions towards you, and I'm not trying to
meintain your interest in me by constant writing, in order to
pave the ground for a future seduction. So don't hold sny bad
feelings towards certain people, in this case me your loving
friend, for not writing sooner, and for choosing this the eas-
iest means I could think of, and I won't hold any towards you
because I know damn well that you won't get around to enswer-
ing this missive of falth hope and charity for about two months,

Life 1s sweet, life 1s fast, life 1s a bowl of sour che-
rries ( if you are lucky endugh to find any in any stage of
growth or decomposition ) around here, This army 1life 1s s
great racket if you don't mind sitting on your butt twelve
hours a day watching men work, but I'm so saturated with ex-
cess energy and youthfull animal spirits that this 1ife of in-
activity just gets under my skin, You kmow that as well as I.
I alweys was the hard working amblitious type that just could-
nt bear to sit still for any length of time and just weste the
hours away, ( pause to give me time enough to light a cigarrette
and to give you time to laugh, cussmeout, or cry, as your mood
mey dictate.)

Now that I have told you what a swell sort of fellow I am
IBLBI("#{% _&'¢%#) I1'11l get busy and slip some news into that
backwoods country. Living where you do, out of communication with
the world,maybe studying, maybe working,(God forbid),maybetrying
to kill the bugs in your beard, maybe trying to keep & young
girls love in & state of constant bloom, you don't get much
time to keep up with the news of the world, so here goes

(1)




the rules of the game I can't watch the keyboard so I wander
off on a tangent every once in a while, However in the cods,
I have finally attained a speed of twenty words a minute rec-
elving and sixteen words a minute sending, some of our oper-
ators, enlisted men, can handle thirty words a minute and take
continuously at that speed drunk or sober. Looking oner this
last speil it doesn't secem to be so terribly bad except the
gramnar and spelling. Anyhow I8m signing off for tonite and I'1l
teke up from here tomorrow. No doubt you have classified and
placed in 2 definite breket--hmmm] that doesn't look right, it
mist be brecket----by this time, but poea nuts! ~—~—(.‘,{;.g)
le“‘ 86 080 OMNissnsnes .Jg&JJ'LUiL(}Jou \wuwuw,uwx \»‘a OO TU00 AT Tl P TG TUW T i

Good Morning 0ld Manj; what's good about it

It 1s raining like the devil today, as usual, The reg-
ular procedure 1s for the atmosphere to start congealing about
L 10:00 A.M, and to eontinue in that manner until about 2:00
in the afternoon, The only snow that I've seen all winter so
fer 1s some that fell about a week ago end lasted just long
enough for the cigerette butts which were laying on the ground
to melt 1t, The only article of outer apparel that one has to
wear around here very much is a raincoat, However the weather
has been phenominally warm this winter,

I have been put in the position of instructor of fisti-
cuffs so in order to prevent having my can knocked off by some
of tha scko solkiers who I am supposed to try to teach som-
thing, big ¥ after teach, I am going to commence a period
very short) of personal training., Therefore I have been load-
ing up on a lot of nicotine preparatory to the drafting after-
wards of a farelal resolution to asbstain from the toxiec vepors
for six weeks or hours or more , mostly less, And speaking
about vapors, a week ago I got a workout in chemical warfare t
the likes of whiech I have never even dreamed about before.,

The training lasted about a week and is participated in semi-
annualy by the G?¢I7(regular &rmv)bo*s—---uhu memorics---we
peed ( is that the right spelling) in handkirchiefs and play-
ed in chlorine gas clouds(weak concentrations) with them over
our noses as protection---I don't know which could be the worse
inhaled"pukestuff”, a certain type of gas which makes you heave
until our stomachs felt like that of the man on the flying tra-
peeze, ran long distances with masks on to get first hand info
on how hard 1t is to breath thuough them, Layed down various
types of smoke screens, wendered around in heavy comcentrations
of tear gas sens and with masks end in general had a ripping
old

The socalled social life here is very ljeavy and at times
very boring. The club is continually throwlng perties or dances
of various types and degrees of enhancement., Many of them ere
a lot of fun, like our last one for instance, which was a ship-
wreck party, at which the guests wore what they thought, or whst




Throughout the entire middleeeewesteee, from Chicago, Ill., to
Shreveport La,. tremenduous floods have been taking place, in-
undating entire citlies and taking their toll of human life,
while geunt specters, gigantic ghosts stride barefooted thru
the mud and river sewage spreading suffering, starvation and
desolation over the lowlands, At the same time, the city of St
Paul, located in Minnesota, right near where you live and love
by the way, 1s wallowing in the regal splendors of winter joy,
as the people laugh sing and dance, carrying on in an atrociu-
ous menner, making believe, in their subgero weather, that they
are happy and having a good time, playing at their VWinter Car-
nivals, and bullding huge five story palaces of ice with W, ,P.A,
funds while destitute famllies shiver, shudder, and sterve in
cold, dreary, wet, muddy basements in the lower middle west,
This is all for tonite, I must drop down to the bar for & mom-
ent, I think I left my ciggarette laying there last week,

Aurevolr.

Back again; the dice sang pagen love songs to me all eve-
ning and also, although I drandingly drank much, smoked nmmch,
ete. I never-the-less managed to harmonegz, I mean harmonigze
quite a bit with the cubicle bits of ivory, therebu removing
the necesity of signing a piece of paper, known as a chit,---
odd, but I never remember signing them when they all come to me
at once at the end of the month, Yours truly lives in the bach-
elors quarters here, and at present there are ten of us, liv-
ing our lives of lonliness, idolatry, and paganism, in rank--
from the shavetails to a liajor, recently transferred from the
Cavalry. We have a great time when we aren't on duty, and that
is gquite a bit of the time, However, it isn't all play though,
Second Lieutenants spend a heck of a lot of time in the schools
here, both teaching and learning, it i1s the one branch of the
service, where you go to school all your life and seldom even
reach the rank of a Colonel, Of course I am primarly on troop
duty, but troop duty in the Signel Corps means continusl train-
ing in the various phases of communication, in you spare time
The men here really know telegraphy,telephony and radio comm-
unications as applied to field work, because MNajor Sherril,
the commanding officer of the Battalion has his eyes on a set
of stars to wear on his shoulders, ( General ) and it 1s not
& good policy to not being doing something when he id around.
However us bachelor officers stay pretty much to ourselves, an
d we have & thousand an on ways to take over our extra time

elther at the c¢lub here or in the surrounding territory, all
the way from New York to Philly..

To cut down my waste, as dlstingulished from wait and
welght, time, I have been practising touch typing and inter-
national code reception and sending. I haven't been on the
typing long however so don't judge too harshly, acecording to

(2)




I'm on duty twenty-for hours today and in & short while the
sun should be sneaking in over the ocean., & bich of a bualy beaut-
iful sight, I started to spell the word besutiful three times in
this last sentence and I seem to have arrived at some comiesl newly
phrased words, I am tired as the deuce as I typed this entire let-
ter tonight, although it mey scem to run over & period of days,
sorry to disillusion you. However this afternoon i= a half~holiday
8o yours truly will sleep, sleep, sleep It 1is going to be herd as
the devil getting used to civilian life agein so goodnlight and
goodbye for another month or so, Whin you git around to 1t and
feel like kllling some time, please drop me & line or seven.,

in order to prevent any-body from checking me up I'm only
sinding out the carbon b coples of this document to the friends
whom I desire to impress with the feaect thet I'm still alive and
hollering for our privelege of life, liberty and the pursult of
happiness,

Doing things this way was the best brain storm I've ever hed

Why follow the dictates of custom.

After all if we were all sitting together and having a gene
ralB,S, session wouldn't you all hear the same thing when I opened
my mouth, right! So please consider this my contribution to the
nest general get-together you tske part in where I would usually
be myself to add my bit to the loud noilses,

Your loving cohort in cuim
crime,

Walt

" We were the discards of the pack, the fore-loopers of Unrest”
" The nameless men who nameless rivers travel"
" These will I sing, and if one of you lidger
Over my pages In the Long, Long Night,
And on some lone line lay a calloused finger,
“aying: " It's human-true--it hits me right;"
Then will I count this loving toll well spent;
Then will I dreem a while----content, content.

Sermice is my god--and I am his prophet

And a beg of bones on the boundless snows
Shall be my end
Who kmows
Whowknows
Goodnight old men--f111 it
once more and then I must
be goin
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month now but I hope to make it one of these days. The last time
I was there I took in one of the Chesterfield Broadeast Prograus
and went through the Western Union Bldg. Talk sbout your mammoth
installations, Out on tne teenis courta a group of engineers ane
fooling with some new equipment for the detection of aerplanes

It is very interesting watching them--jumping around like & bune
ch of monkeya like only true engineers can, The leborsatories emp
loy quite a few real cut and dried engineers for the more routine
and deeply technical work that teakes place around here in our
research depertment---science---action----and the money minded,

It was warm today, very warm, There was no snow on the grou-
nd and the smell of spring was elready in the air---fakeC00=---
S0 the battalion went on a three hour presctise march with full
packs, It was quite---and only quite, because my feet hurt----
interesting swinging through the woods and 1t made everybody
think of the summer recently spent in Michigen, and most of them
of the girls they left behind, However, the majority of us don't
like practese marchs with full pack, therefore we wished that the
smell of spring wasn't in the alr, that there wasn't any snow on
the ground end that it wasn&t warm,

The club threw a valentine dance last night, It was a lot
of fun But why do grown people insist on being that way., I enjo-
yed reliving those happy grade school days though,

Cne of the officers on the post was over to the bachelor
quarters today ralsing hell and high water, It seemed that rumors
have been floating eround connecting his wife's name with this
bullding, that should be enough to blow the top off his noggin,
The bachlilor officers on an army post are always a source of
trouble, Covering all of thelr movements with a blanket of ques-
tion marks, However in thils case it was an unwarranted sgwawck
because we steer clear of all females in the married status bra-
cket far our own protection, It is uncomfortable to be behind an
eight baell that day by day steadlly assumes the size of a med-
icine ball.,

Closing remark: Why do people insist on bresking in on resp
ectahle young men at three in the morning looking for empty beer
cans so0 they can win prizes om in scavengers hunts,NUTS NUTS NUTS

Februsry 10, 1937
Hello again, It sort of lpp looks like this letter is la
liasble to assume the general shape, size and appesrance of a book
before I finaly decide that I've put enough prattle on paper, As
yet I don't believe that I've sald anything of importance, thank
God, But then, nothing of importance ever happens around here to
speak about.

However last night something wholly unmeditated unplanned
end unforseen toock place---- s0 as---so saying I will stop right
ge here before I get the reputation of being & spinner of yarns,

(5)




they wanted other people to think they would be wesring ifsud-
denly ¢ alled out at midnight to man hh e 1life boats, the prize
winner came minus everything except the spray screen from a
shower bath, It was & very comical and edifying(%) party and
everybody had a swell wild time, ineluding the bachelors whose
fun doesn't start until midnight when they throw another party
in their quarters which sterts then and ends just in time for
the participants to mske inspection at nine o'eclock the follo-
wing congenial morning, dashing madly down the streets to the
fond farewells of loving friends, ( cne bn s )(malev0)(fem:)

I have had the time to do a2 hell of a2 lot of thinking
this last seven months but I can't put the gist of my thoughts
into writing just yet, however I have come to the conclusion
that permanent army life has a lot of bad points shoved in with
the good, and although I have shoved my year of probable escape
from the Alma 7at Mater off another year, the asmount of pract-
icle knowledge and the general outlook on life that one attains
more then counterbalances, It is a good way to see the coun-
try, one has a hell of & ornery lot of fun and good times, ple-

cerns survelllence from famlly, relatives, sweethearts etec,)

but still there secems to be something mlssing, There is a lot of
sham in the service and when you scratch the surface and looRk
inside, you can't help but sit back, rub your head 1f you have
been able to keep it end say hummmmm! More thsn one West Point
Grad has said "If I had to do it over agsin Oh well tice
It is time to sign off again for & while so Adios Senor

Hello HEllo LLo lo

So saying I'm off-----Oh Yeah!----would you went me to
write just an ordinary little letter telling you things you
already know end don't get te gingle and get snd glve a damm,
There 1s & mountaln of thought going to-in this document and
1'm doing my best to keep 1t from being commonplece, If I fall
I will at least have tried, As you may have noticed by this
time, I'm getting this all off my chest by easy stages,.,.and
looking over your last letter which you veveringlynever sent
you mentioned a lot of things thet never happened to you or
yours in ordinary word and also other-- why don't you scribble
@ line and send 1t to me., But he darn sure it 1s original
forget custim and say what you think as you would sink it and
I will answere separately in my own lousy manner

What are your prospects?

why ,when, where, what are you doing

I haven't been writing to a soul for some reason or other and
I'm losing track of everything, The days just seem to drift by
end I feel as though I've always lived here

The East is quite an interesting place to stay for a while
but for all-around enjoyment one can't beat the land of the
light halired people, I haven't been up to New York for almost a
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Truly a men's world, with all the work, sweat, lusts and hopes
attributed to the male. The far away dream and hope of every miner, cow-
puncher, and lumberjack here is to some day own a pleasant little likeable
wife and home with a dozen little kids climbing over the furniture. A
common though maybe strange dream, as they are usually conjured in a fog
of aleoholic vapors. The sad end of it all is that few if any ever attain
what they want.- - or keep it if they get it - -.

A lonely and loveless life. A world of broken hopes and shattered
éresms, when the cow pony suddenly stumbles and falls with its load and
the herd pesses on unmolested and unguided - - days later at the railhead
the men ask for Joe, but the coyotes are already picking the bones of
man and horse.

The pile of empty bottles mounts in size. Where in hell is the
orderly. A crimson fog settles over the desert - - a far away treble of
a bugle calls the crewa to work. then meals and relaxation. Each to his
own magiec world conjured in his own imagination. another five fingers of
Scotch and we'll say goodbye to the long long stretch. twenty-four
hours more knocked off the seventy year span.

You and your cursed world of gleaming silver and sparkling china.
Paved streets, the roar of traffic and the babble of the throng. Give me
the gibbering moon, the land of a thousand ceplors, a lonely coyote yapping

out on the plains 200 good men to swear at, and a bottle to
strengthen my throat but hell! man was born to die where he first
saw 1ife, tell Minnesota I'll be back one of these days. I've seen almost
all the states, and I'm ready to admit its a fake,Before I return 1'm going
to know just what it has been that I've always been trying to find.

So long, I'll be seeing you:




Date -Jan.8,1937

Dear Franecis:

Thanks for your letter old man., It came at an opportune time
as I've been sitting around all evening bemoaning the fact that I was
way out here on the scrap pile of the earth, and everybody I knew was
"way back there™ in civilization.

Ye gods! what a country. sage brush in every direction, as
far as one can see, In one direction, eighty miles over an unbroken ex-
panse of the weed, intermingled with sand dunes, is a long chain of
snow capped mouhtains, continually, an unaccepted challenge to see if I
can come and crest them. Eventually I intend to do just that, but it won't
be untill sometime later when I get somewhat caught up with my present
work., I'm agent finance officer, quartermaster, and company commander
here and it keeps me busy all the time. 200 miles from Boise and thirty
miles from the end of the railroad. At the end of a two track trail
through buttes, arroyos, and draws. It is the kind of a country that
Servoce used to put into print for all posterity. All a person can ask
for here is for a bottle of good liguor. It is as rare as water, and since this
is the Northern desert, even that commodity is not very plentiful.

The War Department gave me a couple sacks of money and said
"Build a camp young man" so we are now living in the finished product.
A modern up to date product with running water, electric lights, consisting
of eighteen buildings, the smallest of which is 130 ft long and 20 ft wide.
There is absolutely no place to go around here. Burns, the nearest outpost
has nothihg to offer, Boise, little more. The only redeeming feature is
the country. It is so large and unbroken that before'laong its firmly
bogged in your blood'. Where in the middlewest can one look out of his
back door and see an unbroken, limitless stretch for almost a hundred miles,
and the air so clear that you can actually see objects at the end of that
distance,

Christmas eve I worked most of the night, and then took a
short walk out into the night in my shirt sleeves. New Years, the same.
In the office until seven o'clock the next day, then out for a short hike
and to bed. It doesn't sound very pleasant does it, but at least to one
person it was such a happy difference from past years that he wouldn't
trade it for similar nights of debauchery of all the past, from New York,
to Baltimore to New Orleans, Chicago, and the twin cities,

I'm glad youre enjoying school. When I finally go back, it
will be with greatly opened eyes, but I expect I'll get a kick out of it
yet. Though still,possibly,a bit more mature, a true Hewitt at heart,
work like hell when there is work to do, and then, play like hell when its
finished., It will be hard to take school very seriously again as I've found
out in the last couple of years that a man is measured by what he can do
rather than by what he knows. A college grad in this country is almost
out of luck in this country because people then figure that he can't even
do anything with his hands, which puts him in a class aside from everybody.
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Dear Francis, well here I am back agaln in quarters and
prepared to begin my daily, all day siesta., In pessing I would
like to say a few words about our pecullar type of warfare that
we practice over here, namely Jungle warfare, the term applies,
in general to the Philippines.

The jungle, when preoperly org:nized, has tremendous
defensive powers, our main type of action, against the day of
arrival of our little yellow brothers across the straits,

The primary characteristic of Jungle werfare 1s obscurity.
Jungle terrain in the Philippines includes tropical jungles,
forest filled with underbrush, high thiek brush or cogon grass,
and extensive suger cene fields. This type of terrain restricts
sision, movement, and fields of fire. Overcoming these calls for
a pecullar type of warfare.

Progress through the jungle cen be made only by using
old trails or cutting new ones, Supply is very difficult and
in preference to animals we prefer cargadors, especlally chinese.
In extensive actions or menuevers we try to live off the country
as much as possible, young ba.boo shoots go well with boiled
monkey. Control of our units is one of the most confusing aspects
of our problems. The maze of old trail leading in all directions
1s the most confusing part of the Phillppine jungle. Security
of our forces 1s very difficult. To protect ourselves from traps
and ambuscades we drive caraboa and ponles along the trail ahead
of us. Night marches are extremely hazardous. Our chief weapons
are the sawed off shotgun and rifle with bayonet.,

Our most interesting type of training however 1sieraps,
80 I will dwell a bit on them. The natives are adept at making
and settling them for catehing wild animals and we have learned
meny important lessong from them. The same Erigger mechanism that
snares a wild animal, fires a spear or home-made shotgun at an
enemy, will explode a hand grenade in ones face or blow him to
blts with a mine. Normally we move through the jungle in single
file ( who wants to be first) One very effective tyoe of trap
is the pit fall, The pit has verical sldes, varies in widih an 4
depth from three to four feet, and is as long as desired. The
bottom is planted with vertical sharp-poilnted bamboo stakes of
irregular heighths(six inches to two feet) whose po ints have
been fire hardened, All traces of dirt is removed and a light
mat of split bamboo is placed over the pit and a light coat of
dirt added. It is a killer in the true sense of the wor#.In areas
covered with cogon grass, we use another method. Sharpened bamboo
stakes are stuck in the ground with the pointed end up and ineclined
in the direction fpom which we would expect a possible enemy to
approach., Some have razor-like, fire hardened cutting edges.
Others have needle tips . They are of the same color as the vegetat-
lon in which they are concealed. It is impossible to rush through
an area staked out in this manner without suffering severe wounds
in the legs and groinsand of course our best defense 1s the offense
with native troo.s. Give one of these natives a gun and a bolo
and he is 120 pounds of danger until he falls to fertilize a rice
paddy for one of his progenys All of our troops are native troops,
that 1s, the division to which I am attached. To telk about them
would take reams of paper., They speak Tagalog and a little pigeon
English. I can't even speak English so we get along swell., I have/
reached the point where I can talk with my hands for hours and/f//
never open my mouth onee except possibly to cuss and then the: i) ght
think I am complimenting them. Think of me over your next beer Walt,
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