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‘Qur perspective

Community circles

Support talks on housing, education

In many cultures, most notably Na-
tive American, the circle is an impor-
tant symbol. It can stand for beginning

and ending; it can represent the cycle

‘ of birth, life and death. Or it can sim-
ply be the way people organize them-
selves to discuss issues, solve prob-
lems or protect one another.

‘ That symbolism is at the heart of a
local effort to get folks thinking and
talking about education, race and
beusing. A coalition of more than 20
Twin Cities partners, the Community
Gircle Collaborative, is wisely promot-
#ng a metrowide series of small group
:discussions on this question: How
does racial and economic segregation
of housing affect educational achieve-
ment and life opportunities? :

* The idea is to get at least 200 people
(five to 15 at a time) actively involved
in study circles. Ideally, each group
will be as diverse as possible across
pacial, ethnic, economic, age and polit-
jcal lines. They will be urban and sub-
urban, work from a common discus-
sion/information guide and will meet
<everal times for two to three hours.
Sessions will take place early next year.
» Among the organizing partner
groups are the Minneapolis Initiative
Against Racism, the Minnesota Minor-
| fty Education Partnership, the Minne-
| apolis, Edina and St. Louis Park public
schools, the Institute on Race & Pover-
fy and the Minnesota Fair Housing
Center.
Do the organizers have an agenda?
You bet. They start from the basic
belief that racism and segregation hurt
everyone. They know that many stu-
‘ dents who perform poorly in school

come from deep pockets of segregated,
low-income housing. And they rightly
agree these housing, family and eco-
nomic questions must be addressed to
help improve educational outcomes.
The Collaborative has a direction,
but it doesn’t have all the answers.
And so, the small circles are designed
to get civil, informed dialogue and
analysis bubbling up from citizens.
The questions and solutions will then
be used to guide policies and practices
of government, school boards, non-
rofits businesses_and
ass- s. Community circles
have been used successfully in other

cities around the country to help form

/ public policy an
ness
~—All metro-area residents are huge
stakeholders in this issue. Parents and
singles alike pay for public schools,
police, courts and prisons. Both the
young and the old want safe neighbor-
hoods and good housing. Whether you
are black or white, rich or poor, well-
educated children eventually help fuel
a stronger economy and higher quality
of life for everyone.

With help from the Bush and Brem-
er foundations, the Collaborative will
provide recorders and train facilitators
for each circle. For more details, at-
tend the kick-off/information session
on Tuesday, 9-11:30 am., at the St.
Louis Park City Council Chambers,
5005 Minnetonka Blvd. Or call Dick
Little, at the Education & Housing Eq-
uity Project, 871-8980. .

join the circle of those who want
better housing and education 0ppor-
tunities in the Twin Cities.

ild public aware-
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“Our perspective

Community circles
Support talks on housing, education

In many cultures, most notably Na-
tive American, the circle is an impor-
tant symbol. It can stand for beginning
and ending; it can represent the cycle
of birth, life and death. Or it can sim-
ply be the way people organize them-
selves to discuss issues, solve prob-
lems or protect one another.

That symbolism is at the heart of a
local effort to get folks thinking and
dalking about education, race and
bousing. A coalition of more than 20
Twin Cities partners, the Community
Gircle Collaborative, is wisely promot-
§ng a metrowide series of small group
discussions on this question: How
does racial and economic segregation
of housiniaffect educational achieve-
'ment and life opportunities? ;

" Theidea is to get at least 200 people
(five to 15 at a time) actively involved
in study circles. Ideally, each group
will be as diverse as possible across
racial, ethnic, economic, age and polit-
ical lines. They will be urban and sub-
urban, work from a common discus-
sion/information guide and will meet
several times for two to three hours.
Sessions will take place early next year.

»~ Among the organizing partner
groups are the Minneapolis Initiative
Against Racism, the Minnesota Minor-
ity Education Partnership, the Minne-
apolis, Edina and St. Louis Park public
schools, the Institute on Race & Pover-
fy and the Minnesota Fair Housing
Center.

Do the organizers have an agenda?
You bet. They start from the basic
belief that racism and segregation hurt
everyone. They know that many stu-
dents who perform poorly in school

come from deep pockets of segregated,
low-income housing. And they rightly
agree these housing, family and eco-
nomic questions must be addressed to
help improve educational outcomes.
The Collaborative has a direction,
but it doesn't have all the answers.

And so, the small circles are designed -

to get civil, informed dialogue and
analysis bubbling up from citizens.
The questions and solutions will then
be used to guide policies and practices
of government, school boards, non-
profits, foundations, businesses and
grass-roots groups. Community circles
have been used successfully in other
cities around the country to help form
public policy and build public aware-
ness and consensus.

All metro-area residents are huge
stakeholders in this issue. Parents and
singles alike pay for public schools,
police, courts and prisons. Both the
young and the old want safe neighbor-
hoods and good housing. Whether you
are black or white, rich or poor, well-
educated children eventually help fuel
a stronger economy and higher quality
of life for everyone.

With help from the Bush and Brem-
er foundations, the Collaborative will
provide recorders and train facilitators
for each circle. For more details, at-
tend the kick-off/information session
on Tuesday, 9-11:30 a.m., at the St.
Louis Park City Council Chambers,
5005 Minnetonka Blvd. Or call Dick
Little, at the Education & Housing Eq-
uity Project, 871-8980.

Join the circle of those who want
better housing and education oppor-
tunities in the Twin Cities.



	10001
	10002



