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Jammes J, McDonough Jr., PI!.D.
2840 Cavell Avenue South
St, Louis Park, Minnesota 53426
" (612)935-5762 |

RE: Fmgwlrn Circle Dialogue
Bmy Transcript

mmﬁndamum by mx the Summary Tumcﬂpt! Record of the
Wlﬂhe Frogtowa Circle Dialogue.

mﬁmnumy Circle Report Fom hss been mrpnrated into each
mﬂi‘lﬂummry sedlnn.

Mﬁfmhm&ﬂmeﬂ!mhdfumw
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!‘”9 Cities 2t Work Community Cirele Dialogues
“y Cummwity Conversation About The Chalienges Of
- Education, Housing And Race In Saint Paul”

Smiaﬂw'ﬁemn; Started” - 04/05/99 -
Smeiuﬂom Fragtown Family Resource Center — Model Cities,
_ Fragtown Pluralism Circle :
Bi Moviann Jobnoon # (612) 872-7959
Seribe: mmm # (512) 9355762
Thmte Yae # (651) 227-2220

cu‘figim 1 m:am-gnm language / 3 Eaglish)
WM' Wﬂnﬂ snd Racism <> Housing and Education

Meeting Distes: 04/05/99 5:30pm (dinner) 6:00pm — 8:00pm
C 04n12/98

04/26/99

05/106/99

05/24/%9

Meeting Gaddelines: 1) Respect
2} Listen / learm
3) Differences of Opildion are OK
4) Everyone's Voies, Poiut of View,

and Experience are Imperiant
5) Dialogne “We whﬂh&mbﬂm i

“Wheor don T
Mmﬁhw works a ht in mediation.

Yia Y. M Get to know sach other, not just the way tllquonll, but from their bearts, Not
80 Mprnhml but ﬁu discuss and share and get to khow each oiher.

Vang- W‘lﬂa #Ecme together in- Mm beyond the skin, as if we come from the samte mother and

s-n;m-:m for Wilder; werks in the neighborbood; Hatems to neighbors / residents from

Pamg HL. - W0iyng at horme; feck Isotated.

S-n: \ Ao b Progtown; glaid o be in Circle Dialogne aboud “Races”,
wmmn; wonld ke to know ahout different nphlm; belp each other,
Em“uncllo&u-; wdﬂdmgmup,chochhml.

Chente-V. — Pransiator: warks af Frogtown Family Center; wmi to dialogue,

Michsel - Driver for Chente; mairried to Cheste,

Fim M, -~ Roevrder: works with the Frogtown Pluralism Circle; has worked for 2 years on Cirgle
mmm enthused to be invelved.

JUN-B7-1929 13:28 6128239423 P.B2
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o duftes fom?”
“Whe we i
"WMW!’;« 107; Where I grew up?”

“Whees

Michael - Mhlmu. came to USA in 1981 at age 18; lived in Rhode Isiand, Wiseonsin,
Mwmm soldier in’ Vietnam; his father fonght with the CIA and was killed in
Wwﬂmyv very bumy; the family lived in Laocs and Thailand; cows. rice fieid; rode

Ma:rimu'_»h M and raised in Bloomington, MN: went to Catholic school; very similar
enviroanigit - ol white; has 5 Brothers and 2 sisters; her brother was in Vietnam and Laos ~ 3
ywln“hnmhqdnnngﬂmwn- tie wrote a book about his experience.

mmwﬂ‘pﬂtﬂmh& girls wevre not edueated, only the boys: edueation not for
glrll to read and write; father died when she was little: mother maved from city to
city; at & % ¥he had ¢hild; she carvied ber child and worked in the feld; married young; if she
were ‘wonld want {o Jearn to read and write; she had many “sad™ experiemces; her
wother @3t was not Relpful; her sister-in-law was not helpfal; the farm was hard work: when
the war HEASE ke moved to Thziland: doesn’t know Engiish; farming: At her job, she feels
“m'ﬂ‘m becanse can’t communicate; works in factery with packing bamburger and
bresd st her family consists of 10 living members: 8 siblings living in St. Panl, 3 died, 1
mmm

Vughhwm&emmeﬁmmMa.ﬂwd in China and Laos; Lived in
thefﬂ'ellﬁkmeaﬁon, 10 tiine to be educated; fought with the CTA/Americans as a soldier;
stepped o34 Wine and was wounded; fought in the war in Vietnam on the American side; the
Viemsmébe $¥iud to kil the Hmeng; the Americans saved ns and came to the USA; they were
niees Whm camp in California in 1994; had “bad inek” and is “sad”™; the gas hesting
unit “is honse and there was a fire and he lost a danghter and 2 son; Be can’t work
becanse $¢ g0t burnt by the fire and his hands are disabled and he can’t grasp things; he is
dwmandﬂtymmnufﬂthe loss of his children; he l‘ﬂ:ﬂws“ﬂl, be has 8

.....

m raised in Syracuse NY; had African Ameriesn friends; went to publie school;

Been in this coumtry for over 200 yerrs and may bave arrived in the 1680°s; her
mother ie'sTsh, Swedish, German, Norweglan heritage and grew up in the Sauth and maternal
Y experienced slsvery system: her father grew up in the North and his ancestors
were pate of the discovery of America: in High Sehool and College, her beyfriend went to
Wm‘“ﬂ“u killed by & Eind mine; she was involved with the Civil Rights movement in
College; sie'Nived in the Figi Isdands in a grass hut surrounded by rice fields and jungle ferns;
bas travéiold‘in Thailand and could hear the sounds of exploding bombs in Virtnam.,

JUN—-B'?*I.%Q 1:33 21 6128239423 P.83
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Pang (meusis “Rowes” in English) Pa -~ There is no word in Hmong for “Racism™; the closest
coneept is of hationality™; grew up in Nafiz ?7; ber mom died when she was little; her dad killed
in the wair by the Vietanmese; ber family or origin consists of 11 children, 6 brothers and five
girls; ané Brdiher died In » car secident with his wife; be had his B.A, and was studying to be a
Doctor st Bid 4 children; an' American man from Massachusetts who was his friend and
adopted 8¢ éiBdren; last Friday the childres visited their sunt in Miagesota and they had dyed

‘Uire) it was like seelng her brother again; when she grew up in Theiland, she and
her sisher' $ord ot edueated; they worked to help their two brothersy get an edacation; she has a
brotiser ssid sliter who live in France; she and her other seven siblings live in Mimnesota.

Seng Yuidg '~ When she was age 5 she learned to cross stitch snd knit in order to support her
mom snd S5 she was from a fimily with 9 girls and no boys; when she lived in Thalland girls
were snaféSadl she wmarried at age 13; she applied for immigration to the USA for a “better life”
and Iater 35§ itsmigrate: in Laos the Hmong were being exterminated by the Vietmamese; in
1973 whi 1 miet Amerieans, she felt they were nice, kind people; she hoped to find education
and work Tt (ke USA; in 1996 site became a single mother with they daughoers, ages 7, 5, and 3;
she is on 'S8¥HP and has kad ESL training for 3 months and educstion; she works at Packaging
First; the'isaiigy I wages is not-¢nongh to support her family.

Pao Ym-—f;in ap in Seing Quan 77, the Capitol of Laos; ber father died when she was young;
her mothif gist semarried; her other siblings were adopted eut to her father's side of the family;
the famby Bl tarming, chickens and cattie; she koitted to send’ her brother to school; her half-
brothers, Wi were younger went to schooi; she married a farmer and built = house; she had 11
children, S Bive died; she came fo the USA from Thailand in 1996; she knows how to cross
stitch; shi i henn on MFIP and has been in school for 6 months and is being “pushed™ to go to
worl; shé¥di°S children tiving with her; her husband and she go to school, but it is not enough;
her hasbiii*Was shot in the legs and because of hiy damaged Jegs, can not stand for long periods
of time. - .

Trin — Gréw &p i Mousal 22, Nerthern Laos farming catde; the Vietmam War started; she has §
gisters audl'S Brothers; her father went to war against the Vietnamese; the Vietnamese eaptured
her fuihe¥; tirtared bim and they thought he was probably dead; in 1975 her mother died; the
family lafét Touud out her father was alive: the family subsisted on farming: they moved and
worked 1 s¥ipiport youager siblings; when the war crupted again, they ran away to Thailand; she
was sfenlll” ‘9 come to the USA because she does not have edueation and does not know the
langnagey ¢ wanted to take the risk and came to the USA in 1579 and lived in Tennessee and
moved to $t. Paul, MV in 19815 her brother and sister live in Catiforsia; she fecls “very sad™.

Chente - G¥ely np in Laos and Iater moved ta Thailand; she and family came to USA when she
was § yelid all; they relocated fu Appleton Wisconsin in 1988 with 4 - 5 sponsor families; ber
family ladiied education; they hisd to watk to Target to buy food; she was married when she was
age 1% ailf ¥a3 & children; she and her sister attended St. Therese’s School: when she started
first gradl, Wié cried for 2 weel: her father got an education as well; she “wants to help her
peopis® #Ed7l “provd to be Haveng”™.

Jim - Gl ip in Minnespolis; his father had immigrated from freland in 1928; his mother was
one of 1T clilidren and first generation Austrian hevitage; e went to Catbolic School, the
seminary; S& Thomas College, and the !niversity of Mimmesots; he has 2 Ph.D. in clinical
M‘hhn been married and divorced twice; he has a 17 year old danghter whom he
hasn’t sest i nine years; he has besn invoived in human righis activism and advoeaey for the
disenfraseéhilsed for most of his professional life. He currsntly works with homeless persons and
helps theaySiad work.
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Wvﬁm
Vaug Pa m Being here matemng the stories is pfofamd = bad and good, “sad” parts.

(Ml - Since she doesn’t spesk English, people sre offended; she rveadizes that
Ammmm mm-m, shefuh“sad‘”shehulomuﬁm

PMYM-WH“M ”M!F&Mahewab&ckhLMfManhrjohbhm
i Wit limited edueation; the rich get to go to schesl. "We are all “human beings™; we

S8 2 Yo Jpmg thme.
Next W@h‘ will be: Wmn" -your and onr e:ptﬁbneeu nOW.

Plaags W!"ﬁ or three nﬁn themes or idess abomt expemnm with raciym or segregstion
mmmmw (1 - 2 sensences each)
Hnﬂm sacrificed their opportunities for education M- chedy fathers and brothers.

tdmeUSA.llmmmmmmmwmreﬂWn
;amd to escape violemce in their home conniry,

2. T WOk 6P Piglish and / o étiucation makes work in the USA very difficult

*ngu are not sufficient to suppart the total famity.

M—i&mmmﬁrmmm" _
WﬁMmﬂtﬁtmw the lives of nmany penplu.

]

4. Mmlpuetouumdm irany,tnnwmmm in today’s discastion:

‘f mhpomu nfmﬂnuing to talk and “temngam!fw our stories from the
“Heart”. :

u¢-~mm to get a baureammn

K Mﬁpingnnpm&n timwrmali“’humaﬂw regardicss of skin color.

JUN-E7-1999 13:23 6128239423 P.B5
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fm Citles atWork Community Cm:le Dialogues
“1& ‘Pommunity Conversation About The Challenges Of
“Education, ﬂm:smg And Race In Saint Pau)”

Sessing :!-w-"mut are the reasons for segregation in the Twin Cities?” - 0471299 —
smemwham Frogtbwu Famity Resource Center — Model Cities,

¥ Plaraiism Circle
W Jobnson #¢612)872-7939
! # (613) 935-5762
- - # {8 272220
d Attexidance
: 78 Hmong frst language / 3 English)
: ) '
Vang Ps
Seng
i =
Salty mﬁu for nm meeting at 6:36pm and !ﬂer returned)
a....m
Bim (w

Mmmm last week and introduced ﬂih week’s topic of “Racism and
mew 'm froup members were enunﬂded to “tell their stories”. She

Doy s sregions
Pang - Bosti-hngw why we camt got along? Pear? — of difforeat cofor skin? We (Hmeug) are

afraid of Al Amerivans - ~ foar of crime / impoliteness. Relatéd ineident 4:00pm one day a
mmmmmmnwmmm in!ohermﬁazchadmnndnid“mem

Yia - Nnillem mun!' rheyuuw-umpauhrw:ndammm,e.;.aw
stopped-a s wiiking scross the sireet and then took off whea she started walking and
spﬂwﬂtmmﬁnrmmﬁGmmdmﬁedﬂwum She lecks “sad™; fear and
anger. ]

The wmwuﬂ (m)

wemmmmmmmnmmm (P‘I‘O]mm uad Black parcats
e teachers are White and Mmthemmmchmmmwm

The m\ﬂm Racist cosments were made ngalnﬂ:tht Hmug peopie on the radio.

Hmmmm at work. i
Aliiens
(=)

Feeling the olifect of Police Brutality / Prejudice makes us foel e going back home and running

JUN-B7-1999  13:24 6128239423 ' P.B6
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Feel Fear /Vhifimce - not as free in the USA asin Laoa: in Laos we are only afeaid of ghosts,
pisnted an oatline:

Waork / Where one bives

Police (Racism and Sm:)
Media / Badio

Court System

Causes:

Power (lanpuage / color of skim / cnlture)
System

Pain

“Productien” of Power

Wuﬂlﬂmmwm

i ve Hmong participants “to much money and being very rvick is not a good thing
ne would have toworry about being robbed”.

Being Mh the USA #? —Money, Educatien, White Sklis, Laws, Being the Manager / Boss
! Ownar.. '

MWhAm" Being a Geod Parson, Polite, Help those in need who are poor,
Respect 86N Sther / others, White Skin, Kindness, Law of having » Kind Heart — therefore

Wumm

Pao - Tn Vistsm during the War, we sacrificed and welcomed and protected ('S soldiers so they
conid a%e to their wives. Why aren’t we welcomed In your conntry?

mm Heart - just aay “Hi” to people,
wwu“ﬂlm"w at our Iast session.)

A) er

1) mm understand why we {Hmong) are here; we helped the Americans / CIA. The
Wl.nd of the Free,

2) mmm Law System - (look Inside - get to know the pevson; doun’t judge because
marm) it meeds to be respectful of athers’ culture.

3) mmmmmwmtmfmmAmﬁuM
" %) All people come together as one; talk about it as ome people.
© “B) Coming together to affect the system; the sysiem is so big as 2 whole, we all
~.  need to come together.

e} Lave, hoper, and appreciation. Get together, make peace. Whites did treat
Blacks bad, now Blacks treat Hmong bad (pecking arder). We need to come
and sit together. The Hmong have s culture. Horgiveness — Now we all need to

| forgive the pg3t. We need to forgive each other and don’t bring up the past.

- Do not pass on to our children this past as their parents.
e BRW d? Saily - It would be really helpful if the Mayor and Police Chief'were here !!

Wonld we 2l be comfortable and say the sams thing?'?
In circle everyone has power.
The group resily wanis to have the Mayer and Police Chief.

¢} Back in Laos - Tai / Cambodian / Hmeng 3 live in same place.

JUN-B7-1999 1;?;= 25 6128239423 P.87
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ww’ . .
MWMMﬁrummﬁorMuubnmmeMnmmnwﬂmmm

cl W«m hmmflm;aaummmmr. '-

4, MW spauwma ltﬂnn Ideas, if any, that wers Mﬂmd in today’s discussion:
i m.mmm:m.u “

B WMﬁihﬁq‘nm
e g togeiher to mffect positive change.

d‘wm«hm honor, and appmmﬂhrﬁreﬁtmngdnhgs of the

. “¥ave the Mayor aud Police Chief attend our Circle Glacussions.

JUN-B7-1999 13:25 6128239423 ' P.28
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PAGE B3

1999 Cities :tWork Community Circia Dialogues
“ﬂr Com munity Conversation About The Challenges OFf
" Education, Housing And Race In Saint Paul”

Session3 - “How can we address the housing chaﬂem in the Twin Cities?”
smnﬁ::m Fn'tﬂm Family Resource Ceater - Modal Cities,
Tmu Vie ¥ (631)227.2220

WN attgndance .:

ww)hengﬁiﬁhngugcﬂ English)
Sey¥e .\
Vavas
Yer L
Trio (with'@eer old danghter)

S iunaimancl

Chmicklam Hungry

T Ugentsuneg : Thank you

WtﬁemaﬁMeddfdtllhn“hngWsmcewnmm She
mnp&ormmm “Segregation” and stated thai tenight's tepic is
W. ,
mm-ummmt_um
et May 34, 1999 (Jast session)
mtbehpmof“skmmhr nowm'dmﬂmwglbr“lhciln"
Mnmmcnmm '
I} Respect

© 2) Listen/ Learn

) anmnfﬂmmn“ox

© 4) Everysne’s voice amd polnt of view, experiesice are

importasd !
~ 5) Dialogue / Conversation

 “Wa are afl s baings!®

JUN-B7-1999 13:26 6128239423
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WMMZWHHM to you?
Marinns — Home means safoty snd security.
Chong Lee < Coamfortable / relaxed at night.

Pae — Tn-&i boute, he s married; home is like a friend to have people over; home provides a
piaee for velitives to visit; weleome everybody: not having a home means he has ao family; in the
Hmong eufitre when you get marvied you go out of the family home to get vr build 2 home for
your me‘hﬂdm; it mesns being “safe” forever; no hcmé = no family,

Yea — Provilitag 2 place to play / a place to yell / to cook / be by yowrself; she felt “safe™; [rzedom
/ mo one Will'ieiFher what to o; 8 2 woman in the home ~ nobedy tells her what to do.

Saity ~ ﬂt@ { be what aad how you want to be; children enuld be and pigy; in Minnesota
i’s a plece fhat is warm and 3afe from the elemsnis: a place to relax.

Chong Lee ~ I Minnesota. need to have n home to live, because you can't live outside and grow
own fveds s California, could live outside, if you have to, net in Minnesota.

Chente - Ta'Eans, we farm; the year 2000 (Y2K) and the threat of no light (eleetricity) would not
be 2 probiteirdn Laos; can’t survive hiere without electricity.

Yer - A-Mhhnm,notmﬂct or real beauriful; to play and be free.
Jim — My éme means having to be respooxible and work to take care of the repairs and yard.

Pao~ m!mkb:ewimhemmedaumndhad“goodm it i bad if you get sick a
lot; if the swergy is bad, you bave to move from place to place; loves his home; a place to raise his
famﬂrtmheymnow.bebuhﬂdgcodluck butsmcehl!hud!llavthm hurnt, it has been
hard to fxFrepair things Le. wally, etc.

Yer — Witewet you live depends on the neighbors; like with M people, if you don’t like your
neighbiors ﬁ’ﬂw don’t Hike you, you can’t tive there: she has been 8 years in her home.

Chong Lu-.:'l‘magt kids break things, hules in the walls, ete,; a single lady can’t do all the
repairs; wadits & short house, not tafl apartment, a garden to plant flowers.

(A discussion abeut “Good Luck”® charms occurred - Gold chalu is valuable, haaded down from
her parents; & woman - Beddhe — came from 2 mountain a few years ago and speaks the Tai
language; what she blesses wards off evil spirits; Hmaong people are poor and don’t speak Tai;
she carries thbiiet and speaks to the Tai Prince and told him that God said you need to love them
(the Hmwng), they are My (Ged's) chiidren, respect and treat thém equally; if he did not comply
with thris divertive, God would send fleod and the harvest would be destroyed; the floed came for
three muiilis-and the people in Thailand went bungry; the Hisong have no home and get no
respect: i Buddhn was buried under 2 trez and the tres turded to rock; (ond fartune will

come to this Bmeng people.)

JUN-87-1999 13:27 6128239423 P.18
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Marione pgraed the group ta the Circle Dialogue:
1) Whavieid you cWMwMewx live?
2) Whive sl you Hive f you conld ?  ideal place?

Yea Seng 8% & big house vltl:"iimny rooms; big yard with a play stution for children; garage for

Sey Ye - diudl part is that in Hmong culture, we have a big kitchen and big living reom for

Mrﬁaﬁvmvbiﬂig;:phcefnrm—-lﬂomhmnopnﬁiaghnmugfor

guests’ sawny seed to change 3o that can have parking lot for parties; many reoms — lviag room

and bechoti wouldn’t tive in Frogtown as she does now: don't feel safe; would Hive in the

Choung - lise « Big house 4 — % rooms, wood fleor, carpet in bedroom; out in the country;
Rowers, gardens; live close to river to hear waterfalls = good for you.

Mamm;mndﬁﬁemm and make it mm«rmn “magic”.
Yer Hur'ad@ume fn the country = Peace, '

Mariantdiiteil- e group’s comshents about what they defined as

¥ Pinsalal :

> Clawatry / Nature: Bivds, , Water, Vegitables, Flowers

> ¥iied for Childven to Play ia '

> ‘Riswwns - Big Kitchen, Living Room

> Colpbvation (30 100 guests)

> Gigiieving for Fricndy / Relatives — to stay for awhile

Ay Care ofitself s

> Kuightors whe woulda’t complain aboat parking, nusmber of family / friends
3) Why dise’s v Bave that Dreams House?
The Hratly wre wot cducated; d not get good jobs with money; 80 “money™.
Lack of Btatsition / English.
Not ewsughstporicace to have ajob,
Yea Sang—“Sad™ and happy; sife didn’t get » raise because of language barrier; she can’t work
at “fast Yooy 'wiiBout lsnguage. Dreams about her “Dream Houge”.

mm-km it s mm’tmveguorelemﬂt}: money is the biggest issne in
USA; jn Esioyyou can lve 29 2 ‘“Free” man; live with food on the table and happy to have a home,

Sally — Sisdie Judged by neigbers since she was a single mosh with three “active” sons; lived
mumﬂquu family with one davghter.

Marians ~ Howe in Laos is very fifferent than here in USA.

Sally ~ Wikt she lived in Figi (Pécific Islands) it was ensier; the whole village helped take care of
repair to 8 boese. : ',

JUN-B7-1999 13:26 6128239423 P.11
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3

i mcwm mcanmgmmﬂ? What can we do ?

khuﬁu?

)' “1’

)- Eﬂruble“
-r m;nm2

MYNM nﬂmm&bmef- neighbory gdtnm.ath other; come together and
get to Faliol sther; not jadge by color; no “lumm”mlm

Chong- W*— m business; mere jobs; own work; make u&w} for living eg. tramglating,
iz whe is a single uam with £ children; had to ¥ 100ibs. Before at job,

Vo?

Yea W here have so may chitdren: jmdged by ndghtion negstively.
Pao Yulg‘“mﬁe people Me beip of the Government -* Suutorf Attorney Gemeral /
Mayor; |

Mmm:f"
Mariasn < War vould make it caster for Hmong people?
- iy Bilsention .
‘ﬁﬁu
- WeWbeum wemold, too oid for school; Engmhferﬂ:e young children.
Mgmhm&unmwmhdﬂtm
Cbmw“ﬁrmmmm;uﬁvn the;nhtrmmg'mmmwwhnemm
s o Mmﬂhmﬁkmﬂms.
Yea M-m ive wrhm!mpmflikcmuMu even if she doesa’t speak

Engiist; b idtite; help teach English and we will teach them Bmpng; five in peace and tesch one
another; dSgw Mndness; show her'how even though she m'trwl.

Chong Liz= Her Doctor speaks hoth Hmong and Engiish; the pebple love her; she does not have
MMQ the people witd come {o her.

Next Mﬂm— “Schooh / Em

JUN-B7-1999 13:2B 6128239423 - P.12
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MWM nrthmmdnthemnnr ideas abowt thehaulhgchaﬂengﬂwfaeein the
MW}#MMMM

1. ww nﬂmfmnﬁiﬂnn for the family,
kammuﬁ,mnd decent,

2. MM community hm different famity mmposithm e.g. siagle parent family;
mﬁl‘m farsily: Iarﬂr numbers of children, i a4

3. H’W home” is dh‘hcﬂy dependent on baviog themnuy to afford i,
rwwmg the workdorkh at exty level wages mm-iurm a decent home for their

The ‘I s Darrier creates Barriers to aceess to “good joln" higher wages, and the ability
ﬂmﬂmm

4. m pace to mote gétion ideas. if any, that were mﬁuud in today’s discussion:
2) m;: more plrﬂig for family and guests.

'» mmmmmm

‘e} "!%mnp more busidesses and jobs (economic dewlupmm) owmed by community

me MEMMFFdWIOnMMMf(‘h”CMI:\dHR
MfﬁdﬂmMqu
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’!”9 Cities at Work Commumty Cirele Dialogues
“ﬁ“ﬁﬁm munity Conversation About The Challenges Of
" Education, ﬂousmg And Race In Saint Paul”

MM& can we do about the achievement glp in our public schools?”
: - 951 8/%%+
Miﬂﬂom Progtown Family Resource Center — Modal Cities,
Fregtown Plurallsm Circle -
me:m Johnson ¥ (512) 872-7959
bt T um)zz'r 1220

"'&plkkyt-mmumhemtpmfoundﬁnmhdm)
Topirm?‘tdum I..unmg"’
" kinomwm:mhmmm huﬂwitkmdnﬂdren

Hmm things?

4 MWthruMhpoﬂte,m
v WMNMM, from mother and father,

v llrmnypmllh really good in math; bu:!wheu T was younger in High Schoal,
ney BEda ‘moved away stivd I had » “broken heart™; whbn you have more chiliiren, you
dend’can'tlemra,

v Imhmgerherein&eﬂm (romantic love); Inhmlweisnotnspwerﬁd,
relationslidps are arrangements; here thers is hugging sud kissing aud =ffection; im Laos
there sre“arrsnged marcrisges; the boyfriend has to stand outside to talk tothtglrl,mthe
USA lweia strosg, bnithaihk,bulmitm'thhﬂnhtorpam

4
24"

JUN-87-1995 ; 1_3 3@ 6128235423 P.14
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v Tn mh! is no kiming er hugging; yon are never alone with your boyfriend; ia USA,

wﬁ&mhm to pain, e.g. “one word can hevt and exuse divores™,

v In mmamqﬂ, there is no Jove; her husband’s side of the family likes her and says

thfmm-rryher sive has never met her hushand; ity good and its bad,

Wh!’lplm‘ =

Terlﬁng,udmﬁmgs.

Dependi %o the school; geod and bad style; dangbter goes to Jacksom School and is
frightesed 'of Black childrew; she doem’t know the language; daughier has been tramsferred
to SpetisFEducation Class ~ more 1 to 1 time, more time for ABC's and speech; whea child is

ﬂ% anid you ¢an go get her or the school brings her homes bus transports danghter
ool is geod.

NmMam schiogl In 8t. Paul; is California, no bus for children in Righ School; in St.
Paud, 20'y08rs in school, pushing them to Jears is good thing,

Wﬂlm to USA ia 7 grade sad bas gone to part of semester in College.

Murhnﬂ!hpomﬂ-iumthm)

mmm and 1 to | teaching; school is very supportive; in Lass only the wealthy / rich
cam g fy iehoot: in USA all go to schoals, regardless of whether your pareats are poor, drug
denfleii; sléshelic, etc.; every ehild goes to school / push; in Laos, farmers are poor and
MﬁﬂdehMm ve financial aid for college; hard for adults; stresses of
WMMW

Bally ~ “Al @ifferent kinds of children and different coltures; S Paul provides “choice”
mehmugahm

mm provide awareness of Black History Month, Asian Day, Mother’s Day, etc..

Sim ‘WImretn his family; education was important} learned how rogeulongmm

Bresk M Good Fortuge, Amulets / Tibetan Forest Monks; Belief in Buddha / Monk)

Marisunr “Wifre all over the place tonight.”
Hmm ~ “Becanse wo are happy 111"

JUN-B7-1993  13: 31 6128239423 P.15

M‘Mﬁ, not enough tizne to help each student achieve, esp. Asian students who are
very siy; weed smaller class skse; one teacher for too muny children.

Mare interpreters needed in achools.

Sally - Tesichers need to learn about different kinds of ehildren, different Innguage, different
cofor 9 sitn, too shy, too neisy, different color clothes; related an incident where a teacher
A second grade boy “what do you expeet, he's from a single parent home!”

1.¢..
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' g paticipant agreed with Sally; a child from a single purent home can still Jearn, if
" Tﬂmm difficdlt for parents to help them,

2 Poovsludings may not have tlean clothes.

Suouttjgalk; well-behaved:children are treated better,
2lelign of language” is s asset. F

Tt depdistv-on the smdent (fenchers don’t like naughty, trouble-making students and those

whe'titesand differently nad have o differcat language),

ot Sifitrpreters needed in class!!!

* Reé¢ltbdtiiade scen by parvet in Head Start / School; the téacher misunderstands; the child
con't-dtasidymnicate w same language, and the Asian child gets blamed first: this is uise true
for st who is in the 9™ grade.

The 2y8im necds to be bettér sbout being “fair”,
SnspiEiiies from school, childien are sent home. |
'- eun't defend theméulves, because they dou’t know the language: she has sttended
schodine-& vélunteer and observed other chilidren point to'the Asian girl as the “problem”
chil$ 3@ teacher when askied about trouble in the classroom,

- Mﬂm paying Mﬂ to 4o to school and learn;' review out of school suspension
pelleyasid procedures, if offective as means of discipline; asked about whether it is OK for
il wit Hoiong spealiing parents to speak Fnglish at home; (answer was yea, but it is
basd'stmsitmes to take the thme to communicate in English),

- hum need mere triining regarding discipline; Bmoung students called “chink”,
“Clihiod™, bat if eafl other student “Black™, the other student’s parents are so offended and
lﬂtm agaimst the Asian students; Asian children’ are blamed unfairly for wrong
dolmg: , ;

»  Proviliifiecial tutering foréhildren who need it !

* Pl . M noation between parents aud teachers.

Eanigadgie-barriers result in Asians alwayy being at fauilt,
sedsiery meeded Tor parésts too. '
Tm:' calt them (the parents); the child will tell thein what happens in school,
Anelisiage was offered: 3 pencil was stolen 3x by the same person, shoes were stoled, $15.00
ws SN Who cares? She'éan’t sec who! '
*  Suby'AWhers a schoot lalselt? Would parenss like to bave ane?
*  MastiinsAs advocate, somdone fo belp yov in school.
. MW: interpreters need honesty: somesne mi#l be lying in order te. protect

" Mardame - Need to summarize what we have learned andthe things suggested. We will
seit the summary for evéFyose at the sext session — our last session / pot luck supper +

e & B =

JUN-B87-1999 13:31 6128239423 P.16
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— |__:|’._- f

| Plosse duséilbe two or three migin themes or ideas abont the achievement gap in our schools that

1. Whmd exseatisl information and relationship m; in their families.
Tt s govi'the schools in USA “push” children to Jearn and make education available to all
Trassfisation to and fronk school is very important.
2. Tr-is @il for parents s go ts adult edueation classes and manage u family ut the same
3. mm wany students in the classroom for one teacher to attead io,
mm tend aat to lavow the language and sre shy and polite.
Asiowstigdionts get imordinataly blamed for wrong doing.
me:rs are noedod in schools.

4. M‘ﬂl space to note artion idens, if sny, that were méntioned in today's discussion:
: l.m and bwa drivers need to develop awareness of otlier cultnres.
‘ lh%ﬁh interpreters, lHaisons, advocates, and ombudspersens are needed in schocls.
e Mm 0 be better communicstion between parénts and teachers.

d."Bpikial tutoring for new arrival students, especiaBly those who don’t know the

JUN-B7-1959 1:3=32 6128239423 P.17
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m ‘Cities at Work Community Cirtle Dialogues
A €osamunity Conversation About The Challenges Of
%cathm Housing And Race In Saint Paul”

"Smbns-MADiﬂerm" 08/24/99 —
Spmmu Fregtown Family Center - Model Cities,
12 Frogtews Morsliss Cirele

i mm#(smmm
P AEBeough ¥ (612) 9355762
' # (631) 257-2220

liﬁﬂdm
N #5 Whtduwe&nm’ {Bring Guests ~ hphlthc(?m:le]
g - ;‘i,'wen /igara
- DifTerentes of Clpinion OK
: ‘hmw:mavmwmmz
- Bimlogwe / Conveymation
e Are All Humen Beiogs 111"

msh-w
*s purpose was'to “talk and really Haten to exch other”; “we aced it 11"
r was in Vietsam; we shared: 1) m:rnperiuu'l and 2) who we are.

Gronp
There is umﬁdh Hmong for Ractswm,

Our stories weve good, but sad to tel.

We are alf instian beings (spenk from our hearts, skmwhrdm:’tmmw},

We need to 4l more and longer.

Not speaking English and tmited education, makes it difficult pot th get the lower paying jobs to

L. | i L] ]

JUN-B7-1559 .13I= 33 6128239423
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- mw:rtth”M(ﬁoruL

- The Esnosgii¥hare becatse of whit and snbsequent genocide.

- (Sey’s Buslt ' 7 has been 30 cpportunity te see the USA; memaidthel]‘imldknfmmthe
Torror of Wi,

- TllemmtheUSnM“de"mdhldthm

- A soldier pitiilbited down and tiss Hsong shot Communisis my to protect bim,

- Her brothiéPiisves two Anterican yoidiers and they didn’s eat much rice, so the Hmong mixed the rice
with eggs siilaes oll they ate for weeks.

In 1975 Trediéitides gecting candy Thom American soldiers; Genmlen Pao moved Hmong to USA.

(Sally) - Waldvnd our steries. _

(Marismsy -+ 45 oaly way to heal. )

{Guest Finesel§ Wovnan) — !fadudtnddisgramllureasmummlmbnkinmwlittleludshere

spit and swésr 4 ¥er; she dossn’t foel as important as paper money; feels hurt; her kids answer back

to verbat wtisiilis from others: feels sad and bad; feels “left out™; people who are working / educated

dﬂ'thﬂ“anhm,thyﬁyth"f .? wond.

Seasion # 2 — Segeapation and Recim '

Marisna -~ mw:mﬂuswcmnmmrm Rmmm yrong, unjustified bed
1t is « tervibie-cgelethis this country.
Sm%; isolated; 2 sick system: a g

<>
™

Siek Cycle of Dominatien

Nﬂmm We’re all human beings !!! We bleed ! Nurlghtmbemudhndlyhmnof
what happened lng ago: treat everyoné equatly: hungtmlttdbmmr“hd"bckavioru
nm“m&rMMwmng.

e Cauuafmn hn;ngu,ulwdsmmre".
. & wee™ is in the head,'In Laos “power” is in the henrt.
- I mwﬂ'guuelmu are there if you do sometbing wrong ybu have to be responsible; in USA,

t b 3

i Bl mhempeﬂlhl,dun’t;udgnutordmgmiﬁntﬂor

igiliéy; the system is so big, we all are needed to affect it.

£ “mhhmd‘ﬁuiw"fmumdfnrﬂmm '

- Iwwmbmmwummowmmmwmmmmmm

Rodney -~ t"peuple have lost their culture; they tiave no history, except being told they came from

the “shores 5P%9es™; the Himoeng Bave a richness in yonr cufture; pur African American people lost
theh-cnm&"ﬁmlﬂﬂ’:,nﬁertlewmwehﬂmmmg;theyﬁugpmp!channommlm
out of ignavinites-they do sot who they are.

- Hmong woman - The Hmong and Blacks are “brothers™ according'to our history.

- Roduoey — There was an awakesing when our black people cam back from the War: Asian / Orfental
stores charged twice the price in ouf neighborhonds; Asians were willing to have two ar more families
in the sme hovse; they took lower paying jobs: there was a world-wide deceit that we have enmity
between Blieks snd Asizus; older Biacls hold your people in respeét and felt that “we had no
business bedlig pver there and fighting our brother,

JUN-B7-1999  13:34 | 6128239423 P.18
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Mwﬁm w“#mmmklhaumammlﬁﬂmwhﬂudhnﬂm
mmmmmmmm of us on the job,

job.udnnt:"mﬂning chilidren,

N R g e

28

: |hgm-bﬁhdepndnntheqmmy-nh¢m¢m some tenchers are only

cation Teather for the deaf) - Wemmtﬂﬂmemmuboﬂﬂuuﬁonu

b an __,Tr_ﬂrsuuﬁmmﬂpithatkh“guud”hﬂwﬂﬂm&mkudmﬁu&rm _‘f_

WWMM,Mmmwudeuqumlpmmm

© Mariane sud’ ‘that theie will be an “All Circle” mutlnhu‘l’lmlq June 22, 1999 at St.

© Stephanug LuSiAC 21 739 Laifaad Avenue.
T""“'“'. i Sonaing’ hmﬂ-

" Mielvin — W oW ndinvmtkemuptnl“Pucel‘oh"nhnﬁlamdmc'rutuofhngtnwn

| o-nwwomssm 8:00pm; mpnmmumﬁd-uﬂmngdnm

LV
© “Thank You's winace to &l 111" - Adjourn,

: nmﬂdulktutlm:.

"'dmw']ﬁw"mnep-msnrnwm“nmummhu

b) Raqm“hmagu barriery e addressed in all public and tbllummiy mectings.

¢) Developryseiue of “mmunuy' that i inclusive of alt persoss § i the community and develop
mﬁ:ﬂhppnﬂ for that 'mum-ity“

JUN-87-1998 13:35 . 6128239423
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3, Whnmlwpmﬂmeoﬂhemnpmmthlmps wrcmmdmﬁumuhmmu
dw

) Enmwﬂmuudmnmmm of all students in nhad.

b) Assist ny Migmu in lurning Eaglish nad having access: wllvnhla wage jobs that will support
c) Ruw mnﬁﬂ for healing aml forgiveness between people in onr communities.

‘ Whatmmﬂm thimgs pmmmaMthquMdudMlyin the future 23 a remlt of
m.wtmmnulny circle dialogue?

a) Have MWN:- type orahmm our neighbors.

b) Hold klmr admiration nnll respect those of other ml'mﬂmrunds.

c) Gﬁﬂ%hhﬁmﬁmﬂmmpmmwur“nmuﬂ-mﬂmm”mwuf
color kg essamuaity.

d) Feel ki idite 14 a sense of feliswship and community empowenment, which cusble v to support
uckm our efforts 1o mhmdmm come true. f

e) Wmmmm*mn puuihhtomnurwhdnﬁ and nmtapped knowledge for the
MMM@

JUN-E7-1999 13:35 | 6128239423 | FP.21
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