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The Congregational onference of Minnesota

525 Fumber Txchange, Minneapolis, Minnesota

REV. E‘;‘ERE"F‘I' LESHER. D. D., Superintendent REV. J. P. MILLER, D. D., Twin City Superintendent
REV. A. K. VOSS, Assistant Superintendent MR. J. M. McBRIDE, Treasurer

May 28, 19238.
Dear Brother:

In the building and equlpplng of the @nhapel at Fort Snelling.
the Congregational Church ought surely to be interested., All the
other Protestant denominations have made substantial gifts to this
end, We Congregationalists have not as yet contributed one penny.
Dontt you think we should do our fair share in this enterprise?
There are a good many Congregational boys at the Fort and 200 chil-
dren are enrolled in the Sunday Schonl at the Chapel. Religious
work of annonsectarian though of a griping and practical spiritual
rnature is as necessary here as among any other ‘group of. people any-
where in the world, Doubtless the upliftingfand spiritualizing in-
fluences of the Gospel of peace and goodwill are more necessary here
among the 1500 men in the barracks than among any other equal number
of American citizens,

Can your church not make an offering of fifty or ons hindred
dollars, or even more to this needed work? The Chapel is built, but
equipment is necessary and your contribution will go to adequately
furnishing the Chapel with this proper equipment,

I earnestly commend this matter to you and to your congrega~
tion, I have not been asked to write this letter, but in talking
the matter over with Chaplain Rideout, I voluntarily offered to send
this request to a few of our stronger churches, in company with his
own enclosed appeal.,

Very sincerely yours,

AT L Y
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Chaplain Frank C.Kideout,
Fort Snelling, Yinnesota.

iy de&ar Brother:

I cannot as yet say just when we can meet with
the Board of our Church Building Society on the dates of MlNay
22 to 24, but I shall meke arrengements for such a meeting ;s
soon as I can see Dr.Smith, the secretery and will get in
touch with you by telephone at once. g

I wish it were possible for you to be at
Plymouth church on the morning of May 23, then we could interview
Dr.omith and meke a date when he and members of his Board could

visit the chapel and talk this matter over.

lay I hope to see you on the morni

Sincerec
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MINVESOTA, DECEMBER 6, 1927,

Rev. Everett Lesher,
Congregational Headquerters,
525 Lbr, Exchenge, ¥Mpls,glimn,

Hy deay Vr, lesheri=

Through he o a=operation of the Minnesota 0ificials
of the Baptist Denonination a gift of T THOUSAND DOLLARS come ree
c"‘;:-l,;; o the Fort Snelling Memorisl Chapol Association, without any
conditiong atteched, to ensble us %o go on with the building opera=
tions, The gift come from the Americen Buptist Mome Mission Society.

Prior to thés wmany of the Baplist Churches of the {win cities hed
mede generous ,0.1-,1‘,3.'1;%10:15 to the proicci.

.a rocent cengvs of the denominational affiliation of
“n't Sneliing shows thet the Bepiists siand £ifth in
In all the history of the g?.‘*ri?m there have
-L::o w.r ]u_.ns of the Beptist denomination on tours of duty
Perheps it will bhe many. vears before there is another.

In view of this fact znd in consideration of the fact
that there are uavhep.j not less than 100 Congregational boys at Fort
fnelling, 4t seens hHut reasoneble Yo sxpect that your denomination
will want o see the speedy and successful comclusion of ihis worthy
undertaking, This bit of pioneer work on the part of Minnesgia citie
gous will go far to redeem every army »ost in American from its pove
erty of relipious equipment, A precedent is being estsblished here,

e need at least 810,000,00 to go ou to campletion, I
covet for the other denomincliong and especially for the Congregetionale-
igts,whf®flistory has beun ons of glorious traditions, e fuller share in
the mdamd:__w. and I o writing Lo ask that this matier be placed be=
fore your executive board with & view of giving me such ¢vedentials and
letters of introduction as will enable me to present the matier to the
proper suthoritics. Or, peorhaps yow will want %o 4o this direct,

The Chapel will be u religlous contrihution to the entire
Northwest. It will gerve the larger interests ¢of the entire Kingdom of
God.
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April 11, 1928

Rev, Everett Lesher, D,D,,
ifinneepolis, Minnesota,

My dear Pr, Lesherg=

X have your letter and I thank you
for the suggestions I believe that it will be as .,'e.ﬂ.
for me to wait, as you suggest, wntil the meeting here
n lay.
I took the opportunity and liberty of

)

reading your letters to mombers of our Board of Birect

at our meeting last Saturday,

u

(H ;‘; {le 5_‘_‘.1'{6'

together with encouragement frem U'L'-'-f*'-'
ahead and nrrlez'cd the balance of the
auditorium of the Chapel,.

At the convenience _
an opportunity of appearing
arran for all to come out 1o y
' there, Will you be kind enough
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