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Pebruary 3, 1926

gubject : Marker for grave of ¥1izabeth R, Smelling, deughter of
Commmnding Officer in whore honor this parrisen is named,

Te : The Quarterwaster, Tort Smelling, Minnesotn.

1, The grave of Tlizebeth R, spelling, infant daughter of

Colomel Josish Buelling, who commnded tho garrisen of Fort Snelling
from the year 1810 lp the yoar 1825, ie without ruitable marking,

74 Thie ohild was the firet Sits ehtld Yorn in the atate of
diunesota, She wue hoen only a fow days after the arrival of her
pacents at this gurrieon {n 1819, and lived bah thirioon months, The
hardships of the ihen wildarnose sqamed oo great, and har little 1life
wao one of the firet sacrilicaes %o she cause af an axpazding civilisa~
tiom, This geave saould hayo a sultable mariking, X
3. Tha children of ths farricen are undectaking $o raise funds
46 plasa a merorial windew to the momory of the 2nalliag ckild inm the
proposed Une hundred Thousand Dsllsr Yewmarisl Chapsl to ©s srected at
this station torough the generesity of citizens of ¥innesota in the

near future.

4, Request, if poseible, that you securs suthority for the £f
erection of & properly inscribed stone for this child's grave, so
that it wey be placed and dedicated at the servicee shich will be
concucted ot thie post on Memcriel Day next May 30th, 1926,

Frank G, Rideout
Chaplain, U.S.As
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February 4, 1926

The Minnesota Historical Society,
Old Capitol Building,
Saint Paul, Minnesota.

Dear Sirs:

Can you give me exact information concerning
the infant duasghter of Colonel Snelling's, first Command-
ing Officer at Fort Snelling, who died shortly after the
arrival of her parents in Minnesota ,

ds nearly us I can find out she was the first
white child born in Minnesota. The little stone at her
grave in the Fort Smelling cemetery is crumbling into de-
cay. As nearly as I cen make it out, there are only three
letters "E.R.5." on the stone,

Can you give me the following in particulars:

(1) Full name of child

(2) Date of birth

(3) Date of death

(4) Is it true that she was the first white child born in
the stute of Minnesota?

(5) In what year was the Fort Snelling cemetery located

in its present site/ Or in other words, when y¥f¢ were the
graves of soldiers and others remeved from the old burial
place in Fort Snelling, on the brow of the Mississippi, to
the present location south of the garrison on the Minnesota
River %

I will sppreciate very much the informuation
which you perhaps can give,

Yours very sincerely,
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For relezse week of February oth
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Saint Paul, Minnesota, February Beneaih a crumbpliag stone a
Tort Snelling, rest the ashes of the first wnite child born in Minnesota,
The brown slab contains no name. Three initizls, now almost

weathered away, are all that remain to siznify that here lies the daughter

of Colonel Josiah Snellins. Dbu
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of Fort Snclling. 3orn “anca after
the arrival of her parcnts at the Fort, she lived but thirteen months, and
for morc thon a hundred years now has lain in what is virtually an unmarked

grave.

But it will not be this way long. Through a plan initianted by the

(]

children at the Fort, a new stone is to replace the decaying headpiecc atb
the grave, and an appropriatc memorinl to the child will be placed in the
new chapel to be built at the Fort. To make it possitle, the 200 children

at the Fort are contributing their pennies.

The plan adds another clement of intercst to the chapel, whose in-

terior is to rocall many of the historical asscciations of the old Fort.
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The c=apaign for the chapel is meeting with splendid response,

A

Captain Frank C. Rideout, chaplain at the Fort, reports, A comalttee on

nreliminary subscriptions working in Szint Faul already has raised aboat

312,000, and a similar comnittee in Minoneapolis has raised $10,000. Members
of Unity Church, Saint Paul, have pledged $3,000. Patriotic organizations,

civic associations, and churches throughout the state are aiding in the
campaizgn.
The state comnittiee, headed by Governor Ckristiznson, which is

conducting the caupaign has designated the (nzme of your

paper) as a rcproscntative of the state commitvteo in this community, and
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we will be glad to receive subscriptions and forward them to the state

headguarters in Szint Paul., This community ought to be well represented
in the chapel fund, for Fort Snelling has contributed much to the whole

state, and many of our boys train there. Subscriptions should be sent

in at once.

Though there are 1,500 soldiers and 500 women nnd children at the
Tort, the War Departmont cannot build a chapel for them. TForty thousand
soldiers in the rcgular army now are living in tents or dilapidated shacks,

and with this'material need to meet the War Department cannot get funds
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