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L incoln, Nebr., Oct. 6, 1911.

Dear Dr. ¥Yolwell:

I am procerly ashamed of myself for not having furnished
you the promised information regarding the Josegh R. Brow
gsteam-wagon,but it is due to the fact that we are short of office
hely and this material has had to be gopled.

I am sending you now a number of execerpts from the newspager
of that time. I have also some very interesting corresgondence

in reference to this matter, W sha have copled for you

as soon as possible.

75
Dr. William W. Folwell, / /} é? 7 ﬁj()%é;azxg
10 Twenty-fifth St., J

Yoﬁrﬂ very truly, //

Minneapolis, Minn.
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Minneesota Trader and Soldier Designed
~ “Grand Daddy” of Modern Auto Tractors,

&% ;

Minn., in houor of Maj. Joseph R.
Brown, believed to have made the ﬂrsti
automobile, ‘

e e LT X
) 3 i About 1869 Major Brown was lving
Iﬁa_‘]()l' BI'OW‘E’S St@&‘fn X’V&g‘ at Henderson, Minn., and was epgaged
J a1 among other thi i
on Hauled Loads in e e Yol n :
ThlS State in 1860. | egen alnf‘xg the Minnesota river, time were agalnst the practical use of
| Dev 1 Steam Wagon. ‘\f the steam wagon. ' The sloughs were
i not graded and the creeks were not |
(By Assocviated Press)) 4 me sportation, he devised alf prigeed. but even under these adverse
Pierre, 8. D., April i Bteam “Wgon, .which-he Bad bt In circumstances the steam wagon worked
Jersey City, N. J,, late in 1859 and admirahly.”

and trader in what is now hh was sent to Hendergon by stéams- Start on 40-Mile Trip.
ota, is given the credit of de' | poat, arriving  there in 1860.: It was
signing and placing in operation the essembled there on Main street by |
“grand daddy” of the  modern auto Charles 'B.. Sloat and Beers Johnstone
truck or tractor. This machine he de and was used for a time in: running
veloped in 1859 and 1860 and gave it about. town, in hauling freight from |
the name of steam wagon! the steamboat landing, ahout a mile
This ‘machine was really the first away  to "the 'stores uptown and 1’01“

|
automobile,” said Henry Poehler, a many othet purposes ’

efl
!
ng

b from

In the fall' of 1860 a freight swagon
was attached to the engine and the 40-
mile trip to Fort Ridgely started, Many
obstacles arose during tHig Journey.
Lhers had been a great deal of rain
that fall, the roads were soft so that
the trailing freight wagon frequently
became stuck in the mud. At times,
Mr. Johnstone, the driver, would be
compelled to cut and split timber and
build a sort of corduroy road across the
marshes in order that the caravan
might proceed with some degree of
safety.

When Three Mile cresk was reached,
only a short distance from the fort, the
steam wagon sunk deep in soft ground
and could not be extricated, It began
to snow that night znd by morning the
snow had drifted from one to four feet
around the rig and it was found neces-

'y-to abandon the outfit for the wrin.
ter, !

Parts of the machinery were stolen
during the nmext few months and later

the engine and boiler were taken back

319 ¢ ; i e to Henderson and used in a grist niill,

nops that estal ned.ll‘ (1.;.? ,\:Xhelltlill\al. IIF The steam wagon was never re-assem:

5 ing the rank e A S i B
ag" discharged from the S Buys New, Lighter Machine,

] :;“mj ‘1’1, 1znl ’{‘ff‘??gp ﬁ,;lzl,igmr In 71862, Major Brown had ‘another,

% 4 1 ar AGer, 1 Q4 4 = B 1 Bt ) . =
:‘;Av ;Yll(i-iétl‘z t" de on his own account) l)“ ,L;' i = j??d n}U.C%‘x z_mpro‘r.ed i
AR JE Fie oo s T chine built. n‘e Nebraska Legislature
Magenihbaa ! 0 e Sl had passed '@ bill allowing and author
company Sﬂ;i‘e(}:,u Al o N lzing the building of a road for steam
wagon freighting and this gecond ma.
ent clitizen chine was shipped to Nebraska to be
) ::.2_ e wasg assembled. The_ ;c‘sts were so satisfac-
Born 3 ‘ord = county,  Maryland, Loryiithatyine cltizens of Otge county,
ik i e S ?_n:y' almost unanimous Vvote, appropriated
ul & member of the Wisconsin Les. $12,000 for the construction eof bridges

\s a b ol SRRy “"! 1;‘- and improvement of a road through
folat 2, .-,5104 11" A8 X " “uk 2a that county. to the Platte river blains,
ganization of R ik B L{"‘\yrm'lh * | This second ‘machine had been taken
Bpioed. tho pre HADE SR s to ' Nehraska at the invitation of
[ He laid > 11 RiREL irm. which had secured the contract

sota, at stilwater ””f ”L"%‘; e for supplying the government forts at

frame house ther 1-{‘;’ <Ia}(‘ out; § i | Fort Kearny and Fort Laramle with
Snelling tg tary: supplies. Their object was to
5t the practicability of the machine
! transporting these supplies,
I With the improved model, Major
| Brown hauled-a half dozen wagons with
loads weighing a ton and a half sach

business associate of Major Brown and It was found ti
& mmember of the Minnesota Legislature | 16w anou to negotiate For

for' several terms, in speaking of it bes hi r Henders

nany years later at the dedication of a| shanges were made before it ascent
monument in honor of its builder, &t| was sccomplished These chnnges im-
Ienderson, Minnesota. ‘‘His idea was proved the ms: ne in man. ways.

right as time has i) At the dedic en of the monument in |

The story of Major Brown's life and 'y 6f Mijor Brown at Hehderson, :‘
of his efforts ia developing his steam o v recalled that *“in 18801
¥ on have been gathered by the State ; ‘elebrated the Fourth of July. by
Historical sociely and is being prepared i i steam wagon up and downd
for the n¢ volume of the South Da-| e stroet, when it worked all vight,
kota Historical Collections by J. B. Ir The conditioriy’ of the roads. at that ‘
vine. ; o i
‘ Came fo Minnesota in 1819, ‘

From this aterial, ‘gathered togeth-
er Irom many sources, it is learned that
Major Brown went to Minnesota in
1819 ‘as a drummer boy in the regular

wasgon 3 d from
qui Parle.

rewn County Named in Honor.

e county of Brown .: town

3rown’'s £ £ in ‘hig|

editor and owner of thge

g 1852 to 1854, thg ‘ L

whiech is now the Pioneer Press) S : under such a variety of road C«)n.m,ngns

was a member of thg : . that 'the members of | the {:‘rexgmmg

wing of the constitutionaj g i ] company were convineed of 1ts. merits

in Minnesota in 1857, ¢ i and gave him an order for six new

the first house in Hastings. f : wagons to be delivered as sooF a:a. posi«

Iy in 1 \ or  Brown estab 3 : | sible,  They proposed to establish a

od. 4n T ; in whaj 2 " ~ semi-weekly line ‘between Nebr‘:aska

I now South Dakata, at the foot of thy ; City and Denver with these machines,

eastern slo f the Coteau des Prairie|

of the present town ol : :

ton  in Rob county. . Barly ir} |

1846 he built a trading post at Buffalq & I

)| sputheastern corner of !

all count \1)1(;‘3 ri)%\f‘ié ;:L'u(f h'iowrl‘ Monument erected at Henderson, |

Hden,




Major Starts for East, i

This /was in August. The major|
placed his order with the manufactur-|
erg in the. East and himself started to
supérintend the construction but when|
he reached Chicago he heard of the|
Sioux Indian outbreak in Minnesota and
hasténed home:to look after his family
and his property interests.  He found
his buildings and store at the agency,
near the junction of the Yellow Medi-
cine and Minnesota rivers had been |
eompletely destroyed, but. his family, |
although taken captives, had escaped
death, He joined the defenders of the
gstate with the rank of major and while

P P SN e £
[f  Major Brown wrote

| speed

this about
first steam wagon:
“In all the various tests of this nec. |
imperfect machine, the fact
steam could be profitably used, for |
purposes contemnplated was estab- |
shed beyond all doubt, . That steame;
nscended a grade of 60 feet to the mil¢
hauling 20 tons of carg behind it ang
hauled 30 tons over plowed ground. O1
v hard, level road its capsacity to dray
ppeared almost unlimited.s The wago)
wasg so geared that its eapacity for
was limited to two and a half
miles per hour.”

commanding the white troops at the
battle of Birch Coulee was painfully
wounded, September 2, 1862.

Eventually the machines for the Ne-||

braska City company were delivered,
but the firm had become insolvent.
Without further available means, Major
Brown was unable to proceed: with his
work and before he had again become
financially able, the locomotive: had
come into the country and further ex-
perimenting was abandoned.

No picture of Major Brown’s first
steam wagon has ever been found.
From wmaterial in his possession, how-
ever, George G. Allenson, of Wheaton,
Minn,, a grandson of Ma ]
scribes it as being a “massive ¢
the drive wheels being some 12
diameter, 5

v de-
»

feet in

Described in Paper.

The Henderson Weekly Democrat in
either & July or August issue of 1860,
the exact date of which cannot be de-
termined, says:

“This machine 13 shaped very much
like an old-fashioned railroad locomo-
tive. It has but three wheels, however,
two on the sides for driving and one in
front for guiding., It is steered by an
apparatus in front, similar to the pilot’s
wheel of a steamboat, only smaller,
which is smo geared that by turning it
with the hand the wheel below is guid-
ed with perfect ease.

“The wheels at the gide are two large
rims of boiler iron, describing a circle
about eight feet in diameter and about
one and a half broad on the tread. In-
side of each of these is another wheel
about a tim one foot
broad. The of this inner
wheel iz supplied with short rims or
knobs, placed at regular intervals,
which work into holes gut through the
outer wheel or rim and give motion to
it. ‘About six inches of the middle of
the periphery of thig inner wheel is
supplied with 'cogs. On top of this jnner
wheel, and Dbetwee it and the outer
rim, is a small cog wheel which fits into
cogs on the inner wheel, This small
cog wheel in attached to the end ‘of

the -shaft, ang the motion of the wheels |

is dependent upon it.
Smaler Rollers Hold Rim,

“The rim is held steadily by smasall
rollers  which ‘work against the inside
of it and at the sides and top. The
complication is such as to glve in
mense poweér to the wheels.

“The front or guiding wheel is about
three feet high and is simply a broad
iron wheel. The wheels of the freight
wagong are simply large broad tread

wheels, made of wood.”

hig [~ &1



TR PrOS
a ploneer Tre V[{x ),
s ?ne. of ihe eulhg&:t
and Jdived lhere
Milehigan, - Towa

i, BEToW vas
Maj Brown Wis
gres v, lkind ;. WAS.
:ettlerg “in Hll‘l(‘-.‘QOttd(,)f
when gt was a part hig g
Wili T{‘Vitconsm: was & m{em‘]m_[ gfq:h:\néru»
and {41 council of, Wiscounsin, ‘{lh Inecte
!‘1[9{‘ of the first territorial counc %‘Luéq 9
}\":]isotoa and a member of 111;,;;1:)@1;&0} e
i y wre; we a  IMe > ¥ 1
-pislature; was @ ember: i
t'-hgx'(l\';ﬁi?n; that framed our .-7%.{(’ r:‘]c!)(? =
Kt;{i‘ion; was a x'igm‘ousSt\\xlg_,Leuf f’*nneor,
e ti sditor of P Paul Bl
one time editor OL, ' Meifiix Indians, He
‘a5 agent of the S x In -
HG(??{’ ;\1{; village of Henderson. \'a\é\ ll:;llr:
o w(: near Yellow Medicine \ T
i hu-ti';d Lln-;sn'nve-d by Indians he hL v
!tag%?‘c;lmi’% valley and started that towil.
Q. F g y ai

1907.

Maj. Brovwn's Steum Wl
To. the, Editor: In wyour jssueé o
day, Mareh 19, is copied a dispatch from
G 1 | St. Louls to\. the Record Herald, about
Joseph' R Brown, and his steam wagon.

Maj. Brown Not Buitder S0 mucliEimance” arol sl LR,
of Fort Ridgely Road

comment on it. Thoeose who knew Maj.
DBrown intimately prefer to. think of him
B. H.. Randall of Winona Tells of How
Ancient Highway Was  Brought

as he was, and not as he is represented in
the dispateh, which says: ‘‘Brevet Major
Into Existence by Patient Picdding
of Dull Oxen, Not by Engineer.

Joseph R. Brown, who, when a
aszisted Capt. Zachary Tay-
lor, U. 8. A., afterwards president of 'the
United States, to build a military post ¥ ey 4 T
ut Fort Snelling, et S tunate in having his ‘rth.
Comment—Facts negative much of the kol have enjoyed his comrades xpr
! story and eliminate the graft. Maj. i AL ‘L;‘f e spitality and chel“s
~& Joseph R. Brown never was a lieutenant var .mmol‘\' -_}i H, Randall.
in the army. He never assisted Capt. S IREIUOb -, March 24,
Zachary Taylor, to build Fort Snelling, Winona, Minn., M e
for the reason that Capt. Zachary Taylor
5\-11x-1'-=t1]11:3 was not there. Joseph R. Brown was »
.w:]l‘.nlogit’-f‘(i, and it is not r]nubtoc? but the Hevet b!'t?&‘t:t m.abgl‘ general, nor held any
boards of county commissioners will . other brevet rank. Cf
| bend it in a matiner to do the most < Dot The  mnarrative further says: “Upon
L see a squib in the Pioneer Pross from leaying the army in the early fifties, Gen.
St. Peter which says that $3.000 i Brown was appointed agent for the In-
nded by the hoard of county comt dians at New Ulm, Minn,, and was after-
rs in ‘improving ‘‘the ‘historic wards elected a delegate from that terri-
road;” and continuing, tiry to congress.’ : 5
one of the oldest in Comment—Maj. Joseph R. Brown left :
built originally by the fod- the army in the early twenties, and was 7,
b AT the establishment never elected a \‘l legate to congress from
Fatis €L Sloux agency near Redwood any territory. There never was an Indian
J d‘n, and’ the erecti Fort Ridgelv, agent, or agency, at N Ulm,
1[\11\“1& found that a wagon road WHS TIeed- The dispatch says: Brown con-
ed to transport supplies from St. Paul, ceived the idea wof building a self pr
:j;;’t‘lt 1‘3.114(\ 'er E‘oi}ﬂ}ym. for its constric- pelling wagon to haul Indian supplie
the 1-,"1'1?0.]“*”_}1(“1;_-}1?«3’. Joseph R. Brown, from the Mississippi river to the agencs
SHE?!':O]‘"" )‘itlf'f‘“_“-ﬂq‘jl}l' framed Minne- —and while in congress secured an ap-
der ‘»'('W IT‘Mi. o? L, was the successfuldid- propriation for that purpose, which was
OF o e m}) i “['“J,‘jy' the highway south skillfully concealed in a paragraph pro-
Scentury It‘;'fz(: 1(Ihf> Hf;d‘lf_\' a "murlor of viding fm‘- school housefs. churches, agri-
nmigrantsiwhe caims 1o oove traveled by cultural dmplements, farm wagons and
B8ralls wWiyo came to settle up the ter- live stock.”

Comment—Maj. Brown was not in con-
gress. The appr iations above men-
tioned were to discharge treaty obliga-
tions assumed by the government with
these Indians. The disbursements of
large sums of money annually, and dis-
tribution of these articles was made by
Maj. Brown the ageént, in accordance

|
[ General
|

&—
T(')L}-h'ﬂ ]’jui}iwl; R ! The appropria=
| on (1JL money to the seyeral coun-

ties r roads and bridges. by
|last Tegislature  seems 1o b men

ONT3 ATIAYM WAGON'S CAR.

. Randall Says Brown's Engine
wWasn't Diteched Near Arlington. i
Winona, Minn.;- April 9.—To the Edimﬁ. }
1n vour issue of April 3, Capt. D_‘L. We ;
man asks me to explain some things tha
my former letter left. obscure; ()W]t}\g
probably more to the writer, than to tha
¢ positor.
L'01191:;1“0instanrce. 1 fererred to the Semnte
horseless wagon, seen In Sprmgﬁeld,mﬂl.. |
in’ the +*‘forties,”’ “the type had i€, *‘The
simple horseless wagon.”! It was a sm;l—
ple thing to do. 1 wrote, or intended to
write, that two teams accompanied the
train to furnish the engine with wood
and water, and hauled several cords from
my supply at Tort Ridgely a distance of
tv&cnty miles or less as the train proceed-
ed in that direction. The type made mea
say, ‘‘one .«cdr, load?d,w%‘? wood, and
auled from my supply,’ ete. : |
lll\}\1’ha.t Capt. Wellman sal on his drive

_rozln’l ttm\’m‘sr-d Nicollet county for
nce of more than forty niiles, and
,all but two of the fourteen town-

ships.
. How much of the above was
2y sentiment and how much by tradition
15 not material. Tt is true the road is
one of th oldest in the state. It was

prompted

never L . 1t was made by the
river ¢ nd carts,in :
iries, provisions and other
C Parle; the old
hippewa T, where
Beaver river,

batt was Tought in
creck, two and a half miles nc
Ridgely (where have seen a
oxen,.and ‘carts in one camp);
tonwood tr in Lafavette
lake, Fraverse des Sioux,
the Minnesota river to M ndota and St
Paul and return. It was ¢ Iy marked
road—three trails mage v fifty to one
hundred oxen each yvear, harnessed singly
to a cart in single flle—this was the road
used in trav £
Sioux to
from

in 1

crossing
Montevideo

1862;

ittle

Lone
town,
and south of

Fort Ridgely and Sioux
t]!r‘_tlmn they were estab-
1 until they were abandoned
“apt, Simpson of the engineer corps,
2 S. A., was stationed at St. Paul from
1851 for three or four years and super-
intended the survey and construction of
4 military road from St. Paul to Fort
Ripley' and Crow Wing., There ;
never any military road construci
St. Paul to Fort Ridgely by the federal
government mnor anybody else in 1852,
nor at any other time. Neither the fort
nor. Sioux agency were located until
5‘\.,_.., and Maj. Joseph R. Brown did mot
build this ner any road in Nicollet
county.

In 1852 he platted the village of Tien-
derson, which was represented to he
more ncr‘r-'ssilxle to every. other place than
any yet discovered, and it was the initial
or terminal point for more. pla; road
charte than any other village the
territory. Maj. Brown's eff8rt was di.
rected to making it a grand
and he might have succeeded if his steamn
wagon enterprise had not failed. As it
was, sonie travel and freight went from
Henderson through Sibley equnty to the
fort and the agencies. &
Jwas familiar with the old Red river
trail from Traverse do Sioux to the
western boundary of Nicollet county
more than fifty years ago. T have trav-
eled it with ox teams and on horseback,
I have waded through the- sloughs and
l'narsl'u_‘-“s. stuck in them by mud and
mosquitoes. Have camped in the groves
in rain and bliz ds—and I trust .the
people of the county may realize their
highest expectations in the new Appian
\K:a,\': that the county commissioners wil]
win renown sgecond only to the anecient
road builder, Emperor Appius Claudius.

H. Randall.

iy 3
i i

Red
insporting pel-
LY i 1er merchandise
IIl'nm Pemibina by way of Big Stone Lake;
of the
Now
Birch Coulee, where the
i Rock
F Font
hundred
cot-
sSwan

ling and hauling from Trav- |

|

entrepot, |

with treaty stipulations, and to the satis-
factions of the Indian department,

The narrative s ‘“Maj. Brown was
| the author of this audacious enterprise,
rand the first man who ever onerated a
horseless vehicle in the West.'”

Comment—The simple horseless
was operated in the streets of
field, Ill., in the forties,
statement.

Narative—“The steam wagon was
shipped to Red Wing., It made several

across the prairie to Mankato. and

wagon
' Spring-
refuting this

Brown's
and the engine
for a

sful, but after Gen,
s abandoned

ri1St

Comment—The steam wagon was noi
shipped to Red Wing, and did not make.
nor attemot to !ﬂ;lk_f‘ several, nor any
trips to Mankato and New Ulm. The
steam wagon was shipped to 'Henderson.
I was present and witnessed the frst
start for the agenecy at Yellow Medicine.
with one car loaded with wood® and
water. After this supply was exhallsted,
two teams were employed to accomnany
the train and furnish these requisites.for
with one car loaded with wood and
hauled from my supply at Fort Ridgely
a distance of twenty miles and }ess, S
the train proceeded in that direction. At
the end of twent
a distance of nearly

/. where the smoke

rget for

stack furnished a

engine wasg subsequently
Brown's flouring mill.at Henderson
When Gen. H. H, Sibley was appointed
to command the expedition against
Sioux in August, 1862,

Maj. Josenh R
Brown served as a

member of his sta

Maj. Brown wz detailed to command
a detachnient of troops to investigate the
condition of affairs _.at the Redwood
agency and to bury the dead. On Sept. 2
they went into camp at Birch Coulie:
were attacked byl Indians and a fierce
battle ensued, ting two days. 1In this
engagement M Brown was severely
wounded.

v~ Ulm, for supplies, and was reason-:

glg‘t days, it had made ||
] y fifty miles and was |
| abandoned four miles east of Fort Ridge-

\ the bullets of raiding narties |
of Indians during the massacre 1862, The
used in Maj! |l

the |

After the troops arrived at Fort Ridgely |

o

1

{ tached from the engine

from Henderson to Arlington was not the
steam wagon, but the car that was de—'
and left in a
slough, while the steam wagon dragged
its élo{v length along towards the sefting
sun. This car was a ponderous affair.
The wheels were ten feet in diameter; the
tires were twenty Inches in width; fthe
frame was of large and heavy timber
and iron, twenty-four feet long and c_m‘-
respondingly wide; the’ floor, six feet from
the ground. The car, Once in the_ mire,
would have required a coffer dam and |
derrick to extricate it. These nnplmnernls‘
not heing of the cargo, 13 was left to
await the general resurrection. {
m},asmtoﬁ in my former letter that 3\’[9.3.
Joseph R. Brown did not ass&sﬁt Capt.
Zachary Taylor to build Fort:Snelling,
for the reason that Capt.'Zachary Taylor
was not there. Col. Leavenworth was Inj
command of the troops of the Fifth I,:rlxt— i
ed States infantry that came In 1819 to
establish Fort St. Anthony. He was re-
lieved in 1820 by Col. Snelling, who con-
finued in command until 1827 Joseph 1‘_’:
Brown was honerably discharged fromn
the service, while Col. Snelling comman’d
e e post,
Ldlrihsmlno casék, to my knowledge, when
a military postawas dismm}tled‘ the orﬁor.
ook and all beoks relating to the ad-t
minigtration of affairs have been sent to
the war department at Washington. I
had supposed it to be the invariable cus-
tom, and that -when Fort Snelling was
abandoned and the fort andWgegervation
were sold and turned over t wrank'h.n
Steele, the hooks pcartzxinm,e; to the fort's
L administration were gent to the war de-
| partment. Capt. Wellman’s find of an
order book there in 1861 wonld show that
eTror Or an exception was made|
inetance:, ‘1 have seen orders that

siened by, Capt, Zachary Taylor,
stationetl ‘at Fort Crawford. but

the order book &ich ag Capt. Wellman
deseribes would “be conclusive {-vwi(-‘nos
that Col. Zachary Taylor, was in com-
mand at Tort Snelling, at the date the
orders were issued. —B. H. Randall.

e e
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To Lot Owners:s—

The Lakewood
houses located dir
cemetery grounds.
lot owners,
flowers

lilies, wviolets,

season may be obtaj

and vases.

for use in the ceml

A great many
their lot at diffe
will be glad to re

to the proper lot |

orders annual we a

£ill out and returji foe table and hook woul

order is counterma

| Ridgely

their 1
for use in
)

Lot ow

SAYS HE SAW STEAM WAGON.

Frazee  Man Says Maj. Brown’'s
iAnto’ Was Far From Ft. Ridgely.
Trazee, Minn., April 3.—To the Editor:

Tn a late issue of the Pioneer Press there

is an article from B. H. Randall of Wino-

na on Maj., Brown's steam wagon to cor=-
rect some alleged false history published

in the Record Herald. He s 2
The steam wagon was shiDr

derson, I was present and wit

first start for the agency at Yellow
cine, with one car loaded with wood, and
water. After this supply was exhausted,
two teams were employed to accompany
the train.and furnish these requisites for
the expedition, and with one car loaded
with wood and hauled from . my
supply at Fort Ridgely, a distance
of twenty miles and less, =28 the
train proeceeded in that direction. At
the end of twenty-eight days, it had made

a distance of nearly fifty miles a

abandoned four miles east of Tort Ridg

ly, where the smoke stack furnished a

target for the bullets of raiding parties

e

of Indians during the massacre of 186
The engine was subsequently used
Maj. Brown's flouring mill at Tlender
S0N. . When Gen. H. H. Sible

!ﬂpp(n’ntf;‘d to, command the
against the Sioux in August
Joseph R. Brown served &
his staff. After the troc
Tort Ridgely Maj. Brown
to command a detachment

of

troops to
ate the condition of affairs at the

investiz:
Redwood agency
On Sept. 2 they wen

cked by

and to bury the dead.
t into ecamp at Birch
Coulie; were atta indiang and &
flerce battle ensued, lasting two days. In
this engagement Maj. Brown was severc-
1y wounded.”
“The comment"
ary Taylor was not there,” but does n
at he was not there afterward as
of which I ean

g1 and 162 the

says that “Capt. Zach-
7

i'say th
commander of the post,
give some reminiscence

During the winter of
Fourth Minnesota was recruited and or-
ganized at Fort Snelling, and I was a
member of it. The top floor of the new
famous tower of the post was a 10om
of good order and quite well preserved.
In the room was a standing top ¢
or table, with hinged cover t 4

i

by 2 feet in size. In or on tha 8
| 2 book with the t &
| Book."” The book  wea oh

leather in real goverament style. Was
about 8 by 15 inch siZ The hook
contained many page and gen-

eral orders concernin were
signed by zZachary ander.
A number of those sig ¢ heen
cut out, and I saw an autograph fiend
cut one out.

1 think there was the signatures of
other commanders, sefore and after Ta
“Jor, but Taylor's sianature v £
‘hecause of its “John Tlancoc

What an interesting and valuable

d he for the
e place in

gtate historical society Or So
the headquarters office at T Snelling.
{ In- 1850, I drove. O the 1oad from
+ Henderson to Arlington#n Sibley county,
and when near Arlington saw the Jarge
form of something like 2 lar Wwagon
abandoned in the mi e of
‘Thr\ Taetty brothers, who wers

| and prominent citizens of Arlington, told
b me that it was Maj @&. R. Brown’s steam
wagon or what was Jeft of ‘it after hig
attemot to haul freight with it to Fort
¥ As that was a 81
than four miles east of Fort

Mr. Randall tell us some history that will
agree with thy stories of old sectilers of
Siblev countw@is —D. I Wellman.

s

€20LIS,

# akiewood Cemetery Assoctation

Minn.

aintains large Green-

ﬂentrance inside of the

‘for the convenience of
desire to purchase
rut roses, carnations,
nd other flowers in
~eaths, hanging-baskets,
se flowers of any nature

v reasonable cost.

Ing flowers placed on

r and the Association
nd deliver the flowers

. 3

1Tt

-

3 ng to make these
ch, if you will kindly

attend to it until the

yod Cemetery Ass'n

QA/%«A/@W
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SOME ADDITIONAL MNOTES ON J R B LETTERS
Frown teo-JnovA ReBdWashington D.C.

ahesad wishes to test it while in Yew York within 10
daays 'he ‘sed thing through a combination of difficulties has been
dragging its slow length along until it looka like an antediluvian under-
taking to last until the willenium." has hopes of getting grant through, bu
may fail too many grants.

New York Fan. 25 18

Reed to Frown 0

Nothing new We have the wheels togsther except the three spokes
which have not yet conme The bildler is about half cast. The furnace pat-
tern worked so badly it has prevented this part from advancing as fast as ti
wheels

Rrown to H! Tanner N.I

Present steamer will be ready to put gether in four or five weeks .
Pyilt on dlan of the one taken Nebr with improvements in Foiler and
engines more power ans less weight ill economize wood and water. It
is intended as a malix and passenger steamer and to carry express goods...
to run 8 miles per hour with 2 to 3 tons of fréight and € miles with 5 $ns
has cost more than expected delay in making new patterns will need
$1200 more to get it out of the shop. If cannot get money here mus$ return
to Minnesota. Legislature would have adjourned Hence applies to you.

)M without date of E_ timate of supplies to subsist Indians (1000)
369 to May 31 1870, $120.000; plus atticles for the promotion of
re $20.000, QU. was J R B still supplying Indians 7

MEMCRANDUM ? 1869; Plan to complete steamer with noise or parsde and make

sufficient tests of it in presence of compstient witnesses. The to form a
company . details follow.
Cn same sheet estimate of £28.950 in five

Fort Wadsworth ans Sioux Agency. Figures 30 cen
]

s carryingg to Levils Lake

nth
te below government rates

last sprimg. 30 cts per 100 pounds per 100C mile

} to rum steamer now building from terminus of St P. and Pac. to
Fort Garry the coming winter going and coming in & week t,¢ demonstrate
feasibility. Will try legislatures of Minnesota and Dakota for encouragement
Dopes to get Canadian parliament interested ( In anotherpoace R. writes thaf

the road to Fort Garry is as level as a barn floor.) Wants money to get
steamer across the Pdis des Sioux Wants no connection with railroads i.e.

embarassing connectiens Then about stock compam




Additional J R B page 2
o Bow B % i cdvene Few York NO¥. 30 186
Fifs m wagon Dbuilt in 1859 imperfect but hauled 20 tons in cars be
- kin up grade 60 feet to mile hauled 30 tons over plowed ground and
%Eroag snpw a foot deep but would sink below surface in swamps and marshgq
because geared to run but 2 1/2 miles an hour " was laid up for the time
being" and destfoyed during the Indian outbreak.Is now buikding 3d wagon.

a ?tﬂbf with improvements for use on the Platte river. Took 1if

Citizens of Otho county voted $12.000 to open road. " nend
ing this work I returned to New York tc build three additionak steamers
for... semi-weekly lone between Nebraska City and Denver. Fut the Indian
outbreak ... compelled my return to Minnesota... before I was prepazed to re
resume operations( in Nebraska) the locomotive had possession of the route.
Compoetion Of the St. paul and Pacific to the Red river valley opens for
steam wagon operations. The land on Rgd river is a hard loam and level asa
100

barn floor Estimates 1230 tons . At $1.25 per pounds for 100 miles cos

(]

=
L
of operating steamer would be $4800 = months; 28.800 for six months .

profit of $26.87h. Above estimate for Fort Qarry and six othe points on way
Ajds estimate for three other points. . Seven steamers voabd earn $61°825
in eix months. That he shou$d build this third steamer indicates that he
is not insane. The plan for stock company. F%esent steamer will be ready i
4 or 5 weeks for testa. Wants $1200 will secure on 50 lots in Henderson.

X = - i = i Aol
J.A.Red to Rrown New York May 13, 1863: (sie,)
20 moles of rjoad built in yebraska and brjdges done Mentions Taner of
falo who was here when we talked of a stalk company (sicl Taner is riti
out his ideas about geting the Company. Osborne has rented a house fc
: e p
A 4'\v”7
. The wagon here still remz'ins at Mortons

Rrown to 77 New York Nov. 26 1869
another letter similar to those noted wants £12000 +to complets@ steam

er and have tests made.

Reed to prown New York March 24
Wants to build another machine. Hard Jé capitaligts to 1nvest so far

away
RESCLUTIONS of mass meeting of citizens of Otoe county Neb July

Statement relastive to steam motive power. 4 pp foolscep Estimates . Datea
in péncil "ug. 1 1862 elaborate estimates.























































ol ate!
oG




Notes of an interview with Pamuel J. Brown Juiy 29 1911, at the

hotel Astoria in §aint Paul.‘

Paine, secretary of the Nebraska Historical Society may
have material re J,R. Browns steam wagon,

(I had learned from a ietter of J,R,B, that the first steamer was
built in 1859, 5his one was left in the slough on Kili creek 4 miles
from Fort Ridgely. The secomd one was built im 1862. This was taken
to Nebraska city and after the injury which J4,R, B, went east to rem-
edy, was left on the farm of J.Steriing Morton. So far as S5.J.8. kmews
it remained there till afier his father's death and was disposé of by
his executor. The third steamer was built in 1869-70 in New York by
Joha E, Reed 57 Liberty st. Keed's office was there but the actuai
building was done at Plainfield N.J. S.J. B, does not know what be-
came of this one after his father's death.’,

S J. B. thinks it was a crank of the 1862 machine which was dam-
aged. Maj. B. took it te Chicago, and shipped it from there to Pitts-
burg to be repaired of replaced. He then started to Minnesota to res-
cue the 1859 machine and get it out to Nabraska, At La Urosse, Wis,
he got the news of the Sioux outbreak., At Si, Paui he wrote Gowermor
Ramsy offering his services and approving of Sibiey's appointment,
Mrs, Judge Severance remembered seeing him weeping at La Crosse.

Osborne was engineer of the Nabraska machine and may be liv-
ing.
gwm. S. King proposed to the Brown heirs that they pay what was due
for buiiding the 1862 steamer and bring cit to liinnesota; he wauld
thsm exhibit it at his fair, of 1872 (%,

The 1862 sieamer was ready for testing in November 1870. Mr,Reed
went to Maj. Brown's hotel to notify him. His door was locked. Whem
it was broken opem the Major lay inm his bed dead, The bed clothing
was not rumpled. Nevember 9 1870, Funerai at Herdersen Nov, 12, '70,

Mr, Riggs and Maj, Brown did not hitch. The liaj. did not approve
of Bp. Whippie' s management in aii regards, At a meal at the Mer -
chant's hoter the Bpl Uompiained of the denunciatioms against him af-
ter aii the labor and pains he nad taken to serve the Indians. Yes,
said major Brown, even I suffer in that way.

vlark W, Thompson was superintendent of Indian affairs, "Ben Thomp-
son was agent for the Sioux., C.W, T. did things not nice.

The treaty of (1867 ¢ ) with the Upper sioux provided that Indians
should be paid for laber and produce. Bp. W. and Dr, Daniels J.W,D.)
ogposed, but ia;. B. got the department of the Interior to authorize
the payment of some $10.000 of certificates issued by Ben, Tuompson,
The Browns bot those certificates in large amonut at 50 cents on the

doiiar 8nd arranged to hava the ndisne spend the money at theif

trading house at Fort Wadsworth, \partly my understgang;
ng,




2
In 1868 lia;, Brown advanced $20.000 worth of supplies to relieve

zuffering Sissetons at Devil's lake, Govtipaid him, Dr, Danieis had
Eersonai charge of the disbursement of the $60.000 piaced in Bp. W.s
ands, M,N, Adams succeeded Dr,Daniels as Sisseton agent,

There wasrvery bad reporting at the Sioux claims triai. iwo
- Stars was sincere i his testimony.

ihe Brewn family and the Remvilles had placed scrip on g strip of
land from Yranite falis sown to Patterson's rapids. After the out-
break Mal. Brown need ing momey lifted his scrip and seold it fer
about $2.50 per acre. He sold @all of ours."! Laterr S.J.B. said it
was sold to Welis and others and was taken to Galifornia by W.S, Chap
man, S.J.B. went to Sam Francisco to see Chapman about scrip matters

(I did not understand that he got muvh satisfaction.)

S.J.B, has no fault to find with the decision of the court 67
claims it was warrented by the testimony he §.3.B. knew thét ma-
ny of the upper Sioux wers actively engaged in the outbreak. :

iwo Stars-and Gabrieli Renviiie adviscg the Indians before the bat-
tle of Wood lake to fight by day because they were frisnds of the
whites . They advised a fair opem fight rather than am ambush, :

One third of the Upper Imdians, that is 1/3 of 4525 (last count,)
were engaged in the outbreak. See article im Hist. Sec. by S.4.B,
on Two Stars and Little Crow. =

red Irom was a man of good sense, no orator. was very superstitieus
. fe told how when and his wifs were coming down the Minnesota in g
canoe they saw a fight between a whale and the lightning., Whale ran
inte the gank at the Double Elbow above Hendarson. .

Hazetonwin had a daughter who became the wife of of Little Grow's
- chief warrior, After the outbreak Hazetonwin sold the woman to ome
HacKay for a sack of flour. He adopted her by the name Augusta,He
died and she got his fortume. She went to Wimnnipeg and married the
chief of Police Baker. He was drowned by the capsize of a boat,and
she got his money, She afierwards came to lMinneapolis. S.J,B.has mot
been able to find her, Hazetowin had a quarter sectiom of land which
this woman might claim. She was very good Looking and passed fer a
French girl. GShe resented the saie by her mother,

Eastman (Many Lightaings,, was one of the party of Sioux prisonsrs
bret down from Pembina to Abercrembie in t'e winter of 1864. I sus-
pect this is an error.;

S.vs B. got a 40 of Sioux scrip frem H,T, Welles and located tt in
Salt Lake city. Turmed it back to Welles. 75 .
Babriei Kenville soid his scrip to Weiies for $1.25 per acre.

Sedo B, kmew all the Sieux scrippees, He got some profit from clear-
ime up titles from those who had not folliowed ths law, Mr, Shilleet
was in that business, E.G, Antoine Frenier was killed'in jggy

®




Some one had powers of attormey to lecate scrip im his name dated
in 1867, That had to be cleared up.

Browvm 's valla¥ is growing when other towns thereabout do not.
Thepe are about 1900 Indiams on the Sisseton reserve at Fort Wads-

wopth, One-third are mixed bloods. they are mostly farmers and about
as good Christians as ordinmary white men, They cogy the wite man's
vices, The young men dissipate. Most speak English,

Ses SR 49.1 No. 413, Aprii 6 1886 on H,F,1273 to grant a pemsion
to S...B.on the ground that aitho not emtisted he was in the military
service of the U.S,







The Chicago Secord-Perald of March 17 1906, published an article

by William E, Curtis dated St. Louis, March 14 pretending to give
an accdunt of J.R. Browu's Steam Wagon. It was full of errors,

On Mareh 24 1906, Major B.H, Randall of Winona wrote a ietter to
the paper which w;s printed in a later issue, I make the following
exiract from Maj, Randall:

' The steam wagon was not shippes to Redwing , and did not make
nor attempfto make any trips to liankato or New Uim . The steam wagon
was shipped to Henderson, I was present and witnessed the first start

for the ageHC{ ay Yellow Medecine, with one car loaded with wood and
water, After this supﬁly was exhausted, two teams were employed to ac-
company the train wit these requisites, (there is an evident hiatus
here; the narrative goes on,) for with one car loaded with wood ,and
hauled from my suppiy at Fort Ridgcly,a distance of twenty miles or
less, as the train proceeded in that direction, At the end of Lwenty-
eight days it had made a distance of nearly fifty miles, and was ab-
andoned four miles east of port Ridgely, where the smoke stack furc
nished a target for the builets of raiding parties of Indianms duping
the massacre of 1862, The engine was subsequently used in Maj, Brown's
fouring mill at Henderson. -
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Your favor of the 3rd is recei
contents noted, _.I have just obtained letters of adminiatration,
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From Letter of J R, Brown, re steam wagon,

New York, Nov.30 1869:

ﬁd&réssee not named,

Sirs A
" the first (steam wagon,) I built in 1959 as an experi-
ment to satisfy myself as fo the practicability of using steam as a
motive power on common roads...,.., established beyomd all doubt.,As-
cended a grade of 60 feet to the mile hauling 20 tons hauled 30
tons over plowed ground on hard road capacity appeared almost un-
limited but .t would sink into soft ground speed limited to 2 1/2
miles per hour was iaid up forthe time being was destroyed with
all his other progerty in the outbreak of 186%

vonvinced of the practicability I built in 1862 another steamer
with improvements suggested by experience, to operate aiong the
Platte rive on the level Elains This steamer after being satisfac-
torily tested I took {the remainder of the letter I do not find
among the papers lent me By Samuel J. Brown,1910,

This second steamer was taken to Nebraska and put on the road. After .
running a few miles some part of the machinery broke. Maj. B. went
east to have the part replaced, Hearing of the Sioux outbreak and the
probable destruction of his famiiy he dropped the Steamer and tame
direct to iimnesota, Until after the Civii and Indian wars Maj.B.was
employed in the public service.

In 1870 he went to New York and had a thirs sreamer buiit by Jobn
A, Reed of 57 Liberty Street., It was substantially compieted wien
the inventor suddeniy died in New York in Qciober 1870,

The Nebraska achine was stored on the farm of Hon, Sterling G.
Morton, I have not learmed of its ultimate fate,

July 29 1911, S.J, B, informs me thai this letter and others in his
possession were direcred to a lir, Tanner of New York who was to ia-
terest capitalists in the steamer "proposition.
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