




























TIlE \VESTERN MAILS 

POST, SA.UK CH:-lTRE, MINN., 1~61 , OCCUPIED BY CO. B, XTII Ml~N. 

CIVILIAN FORTS ON THE MINNESOTA FRONTIER. 

"Eairhaven, Minn August 29th /62 ••••• We ',vent to Clear Water expected the Indians 
would be here before night - The me.n commenced a Fort here so we thoughed we wou 1 d 
be as safe here as there - They a~e building a nice 'Fort at Clear Water - The St -
Cloud people are fortifying Upper St- Cloud. We are building a fortificatio~ around 
our log stable. There is the greatest exctiment in Minnesota that ever was -known in 
the world - every town is buliding a fortification." Lydia then names the famalies 
that are leaving because of the Indian war ..•. llso you see we nre nearl y alone •••. ;I 
would goaway ' but I dont want to leave my folks here. I dont think the Sioux will 
be here but the yesterdays paper says the Chippaways have united with the Sioux but 
donL worri£ about me, for I think we shall be perfectly safe in our Fort,if we should 
be attacked. I dont think the Chippawa will get as ' far as this.(The y didnot join in 
with the Sioux). There was a company of one hundred Cavelery went through this town 
this morning on their way to Forest . City, and another Company will be here tomorrow -
They told me not to be afraid· we should be protected. There were three wounded men 
stayed here last night - two will probably die - ones name was Foot - one groaned 
all night suffered intensly - it was horrid hm.J Foots wife kept fifteen Indians a\vay 
from the house - she was slightly wounded - she was here yesterday and told us all 
the particulars about it - she would cry as though her heart would brake - there 
neighbors family were nearly a ll killed. They took two girls prisoners - one twelve 
the other . seventeen. The Indians shamefully abused the oldest - took every rag of her 
clothes off and use2 her all night - it makes my blood boil - 1 wish 1 could have the 
priviladge of popping one over .••.••. There haslnt many left Kingston - they have 
fortified the flouring mill - There is'nt only three women in Forest City. 1 wish you 
could be here I should feel so much safer - still I am big enough to take care of my­
self. ••• if I had a gun and could . get a chan,ce to fire at an Indian (1 would). ... . . : 
l)ought one dollars worth of stamps as you ordered ••••• The report is Bill Maybee is 
killed and three others - I saw him. last monday - he said he vIas I nt afraid of the 
Indians - said he was going home to see if their house was burned and the poor fellow 
was killed the next morning •.• its awful - there has one thousand Cavelery gone up th e 
Minnesota River and the sixth Regiment and four companys beside - they arnt going to 
leave until every Sioux is dead - they have had orders to follow until they kill 
everyone and they will serve the Chippaways the same if they brake out - Do you 
think I had better stay here if the Indian war lasts long. Our folks tell me to go -1 
want to but I cannot go and leave them if they should be killed and 30n - 1 would 
rather die. But I guess any of us wont be killed in this town. 1 wish you could pop 
in and see our Fort •• o ••• ~.The men (soldiers) that go through take every house they 
come to - they have taken every house in Kingston. I expect they will take every 
house here yet ••••• Since I commenced this letter (was a) girl the Indians took and 
abused so hais come here corne here to stay all night, poor girl I pitty her she looks 
so sad •..• I wish you could get a furlough my dear and come home and stay a little 
while I want to see you so bad •••••• Good night dearest from •. Lida Butler." 
Cover postmarked"Fair Haven Min Aug 27/62" & received at "CAIRO ILL SEP 4 1862". 
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