




















· THE WESTERN MAILS 

"WE HAVE SEEN MORE OF THE HORRARS OF wAR THAN YOU HAVE" 

Fair Haven Aug.31st 1862 •••• We are having quite a serious trouble here with the 
Indians.theihave already killed a great many but I cant believe we shall be 
killed by the~. We have been some frightened but are geting over it. there has 
been large forces sent out - I dont believe they dare come this side the Big 
Woods. I have told Eliza (Lida) to go down river (Minnesota) - she is not obl­
iged to stay like the rest of the family. We went out to Clear Water and stayd 
two days - Eliza was jest as home sick as she could be - in ·fact we was all 
pleased to get home. I had almost as soon die as to leave my home - I know you 
will feel anxous about us - I wish you was at home - I never thought it was 
righ~ to take so many men from Minnesota while we were surrounded by savages. 
We have jest hird that they (Indians) have left the Fort (Fort Ridgly) (See 

_ note below) ~ gone to Yellow Medicen wi~h one hundred and fifty wimen & chil­
dren Prisoners - did I ever be lieve we was comeing to this - we think &,talk 
but litt l e . about the Southern war(Civil) - we have it at home - I dont doubt 
but we have seen more of the horrars of war than you have - we have seen three 

--wounded' - two that v..'ere -taken prisoners - ana-- a great miinber that have lost they 
(their) friend - had them shot down in theys presance - How pleased we would 
be to know that the Minnesota Regts were comeing home to help kill those 
Savages - We have hird that the Third Regt. \vas comeing, hope it is so - If 
the Chipewas are quiete we shall be all right •••••••• Ever one that comes here 
thinks our fort is good for two hundred Indian - You know they dont have any 
big guns •••••••• Yours in love Mother" 

*************************~k* 
Cover postmarked"CLSAR WATER MIN SEP 2" and "Due 3 ets" in manuscript. 
Addressed to Lieut.B.F.Butler/Co.D Fourth Regt.Min Vol/Corinth Miss. 
It also contained a letter from Butler's sister Nellie. She comments on how 
some of the men "are really frightend - I think I dont like to see the men 
such cowards - I should think they would be ashamed to let anyone know if 
th~y were frightened." 

Fort Ridgely was besieged by the Indians on August 19th, just 12 days before 
this letter was written and 14 days before the Sioux Indians turned the Minn­
esota frontier into a reign of bloodshed and terror, at the time the country 
was involved in Civil war. 

Butler's wifesname,before the y were married,was ElizA Tucker,but she signed 
her letters and he address e d he r as "Lid,J,". Short 1 y after thi s Ie t ter was 
written, Lida went to stay with relatives in Det roit. 
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