
PHILIP M. STERN 
888 17n • STREET. N . W .• WASHINGTON . D . C . 20006 . .;-, 

Dear Norm: 

' . .. .. ~ ;• 

In the revised draft , in conn-

ec~ion with "The Shame of A Nation" , 

sent you in my absence Tuesday , the 

word "Foreword" was spelled "Forward". #.1/f 

I am w iting to say Neve3fear 

all will be made well -- we will DUt 

an exclamation point after the word.~ 

AqH· n thanks ~Jr your help . 
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FORWARD 

The Wax against Poverty, to which President Johnson 

has called us, is one of the most urgent endeavors in which 

America is engaged. 

To win this wax will require not only the exercise of 

governmental leadership, but also the willing dedication of 

millions of men and women , axoused by the pity and shame of 

the poverty of America, and determined to engage themselves -
in a great national effort. -- The stark and shocking facts of life among the poor 

in too many parts of America were brought horne to the aver -

age American in the Thirties by the compelling art of · the 

photographer and journalist. Through the cameras of Margaret 

Bourke-White, Dorothea Lange, Car 1 Mydans, ~\falkex Evans , Arthur 

Rothstein, Ben Shahn and others, as well as through the repor-

torial eyes of such men as James Agee, John Steinbeck and 

Erskine Caldwell, ~any Arneric~ found their cons ciences 

aroused and their emotions engaged . 

"The Shame of a Nation" is in that strong photo-journal­

is~~ tradition. And it is perhaps even more important than 

its predecessors of the Thirties. For the Poverty of the 

Sixties, unlike the poverty of the Great Depression, is tucked 

away, off the main thoroughfares -- largely out o f sight . In -
She preparation of this book, the author, Philip Stern, and tr~ 

photographer, George de Vincent, have left the highways, the . 



well-t~aveled tho~oughfares, and have penet~ated the wall . 
that circumstance has built between affluent America and 

impoverished America. 

In 11The Shame of A Nation, 11 therefore, you T(Jill see 

conditions you may not have dreamed existed in this \;Tealth-

iest of nations. You wiJJ meet some of America's neglected -
citizens, face to face. You 'Y7ill learn something of their 

lives, their environments, their problems, their needs, and 

the lot acco~ded them by this affluent society. - The pages you will see in this book are not reassuring. 

Many of the pictures are not pleasant to look at. One may 

disagree at times with the authors' conclusions. But one 

cannot ignore the bitter facts that their words and pictures 

reveal. Nor should those facts be ignored. 

I would hope that every thinking American who opens 

this book would be stirred not only to shock and pity, but 

also to a povle:r ful determination that such conditions must 

not be permitted to continue. 

I would hope that one >vho sees these pictures vwuld be 

challenged by them to search his mind and heart, and to ask, 

"What can I personally do about these conditions? 11 

\<ihat indeed, can vJe do about these conditions? We 

have begun a massive assault on the condition of poverty in 

America. He are dedicating huge human and financial resources 

to the struggle. But the problem of poverty far outstrips 

what government will be able to muster . \>Jhat is needed, 

.. 
' 



is courage, ingenuity, dedication -- and the kind of under­

standing and insight you will, I believe, gain from "The 

Shame of A Nation . 11 We need, in short, the harnessing of 

the intellectual energies and economic power of private 

enterprise, of labor, of all the great voluntary organiza­

tions of America . 

We can afford it. We have the wealth , the energy, yes, 

and the daring and imagination to defeat pover ty i n America, 

to relegate to the history books the sad and somber portraits 

of this volume. 



Suggaeted Fottward to Stern's Book 

Th~ We.r against Poverty, to which President Johnson 

has ealled us. i't on~ ot the most urgent endeavors in whic:h 

America is eng as ed. 

To win this war wiU require not only the exercise of 

govern.mentalleadereh!p 1 but also the willing dedi~ation of 

milli9ns ol men and women, aroused by the pity and shame 

of the poverty of: America., and detirmined to throw their 

shoulders to the wheel of a great national effort. 

The stark and shocking facts of til• among the poor 

in to-o many parts of Amedc:a were brought home to the 

average American in the Thirties by the compelling art of 

the photographer and journalist. Throu.ghtthe cameras o£ 

Margaret Bourke ... White, Dorothea Lange; CarlyMydans. 

Walker Evans. Arthul' Rothetein, Ben Shahn and otheX"s, as 

well as through the reportorial eyes of such men as James 

Age~. John Steinbeck and Erskine Caldwell. the literate and 

more well .. to-do of America fou.nd theiX" eonsciences aroused 

and their emoti..,ns engaged. 

"The Shame o£ a Nation" is in that strong photo .. jolU"nalisln 

tradition. And ite pages are perhaps even more important than 



... z .. 

its predec $sore of the Thirties. For the Poverty of th~ 

Sixties • unlike the poverty of the freat Depression, is 

tucked away, eli. the main thoroughfares ..... largely out 

of sight. Most of us, the overwhelming majority of us, 

are very well o!f indeed. 

The pages you will tee in this book by Philip Stern 

and the photographer, George de Vincent, are not reassuring. 

The pictures are not pleasant to look at. One may disagree 

at times with the authors" conclusions. But one cannot 

ignore the bitter and hateful facts that their camera reveals. 

Nor should those facts be ignored. 

1 would hope that every thinking American who opens 

this book wotlld be stirred not only to pity and revullsion, but 

also to a pow~r!ul determination tla t such conditions must 

not be permitted to continue. 

I would hope that one who sees these pictures would be 

challenged by them to search his mind and heart, and to ask, 

"What can I personally do about these conditions? 11 

What indeed, can we do about these conditions? We 

have begun a massive assault on the condition o£ poverty in 

America. We are dedicating huge :resources of capital and 

people to the struggle. But the problem of poverty far outstrips 

what government will be able to muster. What is needed also 
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is th~ dyna.misin of the. entire eeonomy. the barnes sing of 

the intellectual energies and economic power of prtvate 

enterprise, of labor~ of all the great voluntary organizations 

of America. 

VIe can a!ford it. We have the wealth, the energy, 

yes, and the daring and imagination to defeat poverty in 

America, to relegate to the hi11tory books the sad and somber 

portraits of this volume .. 

\ 



Sugg sted foreword to Stern's book 

The War against Poverty b, to which President Johnson bas called + 
us, is one of the most urgent endeavors i n which America is engaged. 

To win this war Jlillmnli:x will require not only the exercise of 

goverrmental Je adership, but also the willing dedication of millions of 
men and women 
~icarmi aroused by the pity and shame of the po verty of Amirica, and 

a graat 
determined to throw their shoulders to the ~ wheil of/national effort. 

~bxa 
among the poor 

The stark and shooking facts of life/in too maby parts of America 

were brought home to ~e~c*cxcxctm.i~cx the average Ameiican 
and journalist. 

in the Thirties by the compellil18 art of the photographerl 
\.Lange_v 

Through the cameras of Margar-* .l:.burke-White, Dorothea IIJIIIl Carl Mydans, Walller 

-..mcx Evans, Arthur Rothstein, Ben Shahn and others, as well as through 

tbe reportorial eyes of such men as James Agee, John St einbeck and Erskine 

Caldwell, the literate and more well-to-do of America •a.ex~c•e•caaicx 

Jmciexe:tudx found their consciences aroused and their emotions engagOd. 

11 The SUae of A Nation" is in that strong photo-gournalism tradi tion. 

lnd its pages are perhaps even more important than its predecessors of the 
uhlike thepBoerily of the Great Depression, 

TbirUes. ~or the Po...arty of the Si:xties;is tucked away, off the main 

thoroughfares - llargely out of sight. M:>st of us, the overwhelming majority 

of us, are very well off indeed. 



The pages yo1i will see in this book by Philip ftwn and the 
The pictures 

pbol.ographer,l, George de Viroent, are not reassuring. ~are not 

~ticxiKC~piexex pleasant to look at. One may disagree at tiaes xo:Rx 
the authors 1 

with ~/conelusions. But one cannot igmre the bitter and hateful 
their 

facts that ~camera reve~ls. 
if 
Sbasacpbee•exsiro.Uc2exs:iurit.OxaJrdx 

those facts 
xese•diem, ~»cxexcx N0 r should ~/be ignored. 

I would hope that every t hinking American who xeada:c opens this 
also 

book would be stireed not only to pity and revulsion, but/to a p:>werful 
must not 

determination that such conditions ..-~/be permitted to continue. 

I would hope that JaDill one who sees these pictures would te 

aiix challenged by them to search his mind and heart, and to a sk "Wba t 

can I peraenally do about these coniitions?" 

What indeed, can we ~/do about these conditions? We have begun a 

massive assault on the contiition of po-verty in America. We are dedicating 

huge resources of capital and people to the struggle. But the problems~ of 
far 1r1mlnr 

p:>verty/IID outstrip what government will oo able to muster. What is needed iJ)4:b 

is the llmll~iolxcfoJmKaqcxparx dynamism of the entire economy, the 
intellectual energies and economic power 

harnessing of the/••i*8'••~f private enterprise, of labor, of all the great 

voluntary organizations of America. 

We can afford it. We have the wealth, tbe energy, yes, ana the daring 
to defeat poverty in America, to 

and iuagination :toxunxilicKD•mintxeiJ:Jfto relegate/the history books the 

J!ixxiU"'•••cpMCc sad and somber portraits of tuxpcx~~~m%Jxx this .._ volume. 



FOREWORD 

endeavors America is engaged. 

It is of the most for American 

poverty has its long years an of neglect 

and mal-education that will not be 

quickly or easily 

ed unless it is fully under-

stood. For decades, a large extent ignored 

its poor. Many have them with condescension 

rather than of circumstances. 

But it will profit us ld our poor. 

When our children fall ill, we do not berate to 

cure it. In the same way, all of us must seek to nderstand 



the nature and causes of poverty. Only in this way 

find the cures there are many) to this disea 

afflicts our 

During Depression of Thirties, photo-

journalism, then 

attention the plight and nee 

We were enabled 

White, Dorothea 

stein, Ben Shahn, and others, as 

ividly to America's 

most impoverished. 

Margaret Bourke­

Walker Evans, Arthur Roth-

s through the reportorial 

eyes of such men as James gee, John Stei beck and Erskine 

meet the stricken of erica, face to face. 

"The Shame of A Nation" is in that 

its brand of photo- journalism has an even more 

today than it had in the Great Depression. Thirty 

disaster, poverty, despair were everywhere, visible --

But 

role 

unavoidable -- to anyone with eyes to see. Today that is not 
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the case. The poverty of the Sixties is tucked away, off 

the main thorou largely out of sight, (and hence, 

But today's poverty is confined 

to remote, untraveled Appalachia. 

squatting, you live. It 

may be your neighbor. 

In the preparation o this boo , the author, Philip 

built between 

affluent America and impoverishe 

In "The 

conditions you may not have dr his wealthiest 

of nations. You will meet s 

face to face. You will learn something of their 

environments, their problems, their needs, and the lot accorded 

them by this affluent society. 



You will probably conclude there is much to be done, 

many wrongs to b righted, many gaps 

of lost time to 

the problems deep-rooted. 

of nations has the 

needed is courage, 

understanding 

"The Shame of 

you will, 

and decades 

challenge is severe, 

doubt that this richest 

to meet them. What is 

-- and the kind of 

from 

41 
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REMARKS OF VICE PRESIDENT 
Hubert H. Humphrey 

to 

Attachment A 
(Page 1 of 11) 

American Society of Magazine Editors 
and 

Magazine Publishers Association 
on 

Magazine Day in Washington 
March 25 , 1965 

at 
Statler Hilton Hotel, Washington, D. C. 

This evening I want to talk about travel. 

You know about travel. Travel is something which 

is an adventure before you do it . . . a fond memory 

after you do it . .. and an ordeal when you do it. 

In any case, Americans have been traveling more 

and late ly their government has been enjoying it 

less . 

We have a bal ance of payments deficit which 

causes u s concern. Travel abroad by Americans has 

c ontributed to t hat deficit . 



Attachment A 
(page 2 of 11) 

Last year Americans traveling overaeaa spent 

1.1 billion dollars mare overseas than toreign 

visitors spent here. It we add the money spent 

b,y Americana on toreign-tlag airline and steamship 

tickets, our "travel gap" stood at 1.6 billion 

dollars -- almo*t halt our 1964 payments det1o1t. 

I remind you or these raota because travel is one 

of the places where we can meet our payments 

problem. It is harder, and not in our interest, 

to meet the problem by reducing toreign aid, militar,, 

and other obligations which have to do with national 

security. 

President Johnson called particular attention 

to our travel gap last month in hie balance or 

payments message. In that message, he emphasized 

the need tor a positive program to encourage more 

toreign vialtora to v1alt the United States and 



. ~ 
Attachment A 
(page3 of 11) 

alao to et1rnulato greater travel here by our ovn 

e1t1zen:J. 

I want to u-.ake clear ton1cht that th1a 

Adm1n1atrat1on te not going to be 1n the bua1neaa 

or forcing Jl.nler1ccan c1t1zono to atay at home 

aua1nat their will. The United Statea government 

baa been ticht1n~ too long ror liberalized travel, 

tor removal or travel barriers, and for lowering 

or travel costa to change tta mind noM. We are 

ror on open society, not a closed one. 

There have been one or two 1nc1denta 

which havo created the taloe tmprecaion that thta 

eovernmcnt means to adopt a re~tr1ct1ve travel 

policy. ~110 la not truo. 

How then do we reduce the travel iSCP? 

F1rot or all, we must try harder to encourage 

more travel in the Un1 ted States by people tram 

ovoruoaa. 



Attachment A 
(page 4 of 11) 

I waa co-apor~or ot lec1ulat1on t~ years 

ago Which authorized eatabl1sh~~nt or the u.s. 

'fravol Service w1 thin tho Department ot Comerce. 

Within the 11m1ta ot a amall atact an4 small 

bud6et, the ~ravel Serv1co baa helped increase 

the number or ovcneaa v1a1 tora 1n thia countey 

trom 516 ttQuaand in 1961 to 962 thouoand last 

:year. In the pc.t.at three :yeara travel trom l"rance 

and Oermaey 1a up 100 per oont • • • .trum Brl tatn. 

73 per cent ••• rrom Jn~n~ 85 per cent. But et111 

we muot roal1zo that t1ve ot the a1x million tore1&n 

v1elto1~a who cume here laat rear were trom Cana<la. 

We welcome our Canad1on trlenda And hope theJ'll 

continue to come 1n evon greater numbers. aat we 

have to attract more tour1ata trom other parte or 

tho world. Thct Travel Service baa requoated troll 

. . 
.. 



/ Attachment A 
(page 5 of 11) 

Consreaa a bud6et 1ncroase ot 500 thouaand 

dollars th1a ye:u·. Thia c1oaervea JOur •upport. 

Even with the increase, the total Travel Service 

budcet would be only 3.5 million dollars -- and 

thia docs not go tar in international a~vertla1ns 

an<1 promotion. 

Th1a Adm1n1atrat1on haa chosen a aecond 

way to reduce the travel gap. Leg1alat1on will 

ahortly be lntroduecd to reduce trom 100 dollara 

to 50 dollars the duty-tree travel allowance to 

returning travel era. Th1a 1a ~ intended to 

reotrlct travel by American:s. It !!. intended to 

discourage over3oaa spending spree• -- and what 

husband dooa not support th1a legtalat1on with 

all h1a heart? 

Finally, we support wholeheartedly an 

amb1t1oua poa1t1ve See tho USA program here 1n 



Attachment A 
(page 6 of 11) 

the United States. ~~ny organizations and 

companies in the travel 1ndu3try have already 

undertalccn their own Seo the USA promotions. 

f.:Ore plana are underway. 'fie muot remind our 

citizenD that there aro uome wonderful attractions 

worth seciz~ here in the United Stateo. At the 

aace time we must improve our travel facil1t1ea. 

Tho 3ee the USA program will t1o-1n cloaely with 

the Prco1oent•o h1~hway and beautification 

progrum3. It will t1e-1n cloaely with the New 

York ~vorld • s Fu1r and othel'" maJor tourist events 

takinc place in the country. 

The tact 1a that our domcatic tourist 

industry 1s underdeveloped. Just look through 

the travel aect1on or your Sunday newspaper. 

' . 
..1 



' .( Attachment A 
(page 7 of 11) 

Eetter yet. take a close look at ono ot the 70 

travel magazines 1n th1a country. You'll find 

we•ve ror6otten how to promote domestic travel. 

Travel dollnra aro groat mult1pl1era. It • a 

estimated that each travel dollar mult1pl1ea 1nto 

3 dollara when 1t enters the economic ma1n*tream. 

Travel dollars are new dollars tor states and 

c1t1co. Travel 1a a 30 billion dollar domeat1c 

lndustcy 1n this country, outranked only by 

manufacturing and agriculture. &at we•ve barel.7 

begun. More than 80 million Americana took no 

trip anyplace laat year. Almost 80 per cent ot 

our citizena have never been on an airplane. 

More than 60 per cent have never spent a night 

1n a hotel or motel. And 52 per cent ot our 

people have never been moro than 200 m11ea awar 

trom home. 



Attachment A 
(page 8 of 11) 

I have the honor o.r sarvil'l.i~ aa chairman 

or a special Pret1dont1al- taslc force now laying 

plana for the Seo the USA et1"ort. Our tank torce 

1ncluclea the Secretar1ett or 'l'rea3ur;y 1 Interior. 

and Commerce ••• Governor B.lt'ord Elli~ton, who 

ls in ch.Urtie or coord1nat1n& programs or the 

Qovernora ••• and sargent Shriver, head ot the 

Econont1o Opportunity program. a&t although th1a 

1a a governmental taak toree, we look tor the 

sreateat part ot the etrort to com~ trom private 

1nduatr)'. 

I am happy to announce that Washington, D.C. 

has been chosen by our task force as a special See 

the USA pilot project. 

) . 
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~Jccrotar-.( of' tho Interior Udn 11 will be in 

charze ot a coordinated £overru:1ont-pr1vate 

et.fort hero to m!ll'e ~lu:Jh1~ton, D.C., a 

aho\'lplace or tour1.at-handl1ng. Thero•a no 

better plnac to bes1n. 

Attachment A 
(page 9 of 11) 

de•ve o1r.1ply got to get thia oountey 

cearcd up tor tour16m -- tour1om by both 

ovcraeaa visitors and our own o1t1zena. ~ie 

muut loolc to 1mprov1~ our oerv1cea, our 

tour1et attr"ct1ona, our ticket costa and othe~ 

pr1cea, and, finally, our nrot~-:>t1on. 

J\s I oa1d e!lrl1er, the pages ot our 

lcad1t~ conau~~r and travel publications are 

tilled with foreign travel ada. But almost no 

domeet1o travel udvcrt1n1ne can bo round. Par' 

ot th1a 1e the f&ult ot thooo 1n the travel 



Attachment A 
(page 10 of 11) 

1ndustey llli1o are not aware or the tremendous. 

waiting domestic market. But part or the tault 

aleo 11ecs with the publ1ehers. Uuw agg:resalve 

are Jour &dvert1a1ng reproaentat1voa 1n approaching 

domestic travel aavert11era7 How much ot JOur 

editorial mater1M1 la dovoted to uomeet1o traYelt 

How ~~ ot you plun See the USA od1torlal-

advcrt1s1~ t1o-1na? It 1a olearlf in the lntereat 

or both tho travel indWJtey and the map&lne-

publ1ah1ng lnduatr7 to make a auoceaa or See the 

USA. 

There 11 little time lett before the 1965 

travel aeaaon. ~t thoro 1a at111 ti100 enough to 

develop at least part or our 4omeatlo travel 

potential. 

In oloetng. then. let me emphaa1ze asaln 

the three WA)'B we can overcome ow- travel a;ap a 

' . 
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P1rst. bJ etepp1ng up our promotion 

overaeaa. 

Attachment A 
(page 11 of 11) 

Second. b7 encourastnc 1••• apendinl b7 

U .·s. tour1ata overaeaa. 

11.nal}7, b1 a oonatructlve See tha USA 

pi'Ograa here 111 the Un1te4 Statea 111h1ob wUl sear 

the econoiQ' tor handlln& ot tore1p and doNatio 

tour1ata alike. 

We Uk JOV help • 

---- .. 
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