
Statement for the Senate 
(Draft by Griffith) 

Mr. President, there is a dramatic and too often overlooked 

story of human leadership and public service which lies behind the news 

headlines, beneath the surface chatter of political commentators and be-

tween the lines of the Congressional Record during the past few decades. 

I speak of the life, work and achievements of our present Vice 

President, Hubert H. Humphrey. I stand now to place in the record and 

before the 
p J&~ 

American a brief review of this remarkable man's contribu-

tions to the United States and to the cause of mankind. 

Hubert Humphrey has such a bredth of experience, has recorded 

so many achievements and has been a driving force behind so many de-

velopments for progress that we sometimes lose sight of his basic dis-

tinctions as a man and leader . . 

Let me try to put those distinctions into perspective. 
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He is -- always and above all -- a faithful American. He has 

never suffered any setback, nor witnessed any problem or crisis, which has 

stifled his instrinsic faith in this nation. Hubert Humphrey believes in 

the essential goodness of the American people. He never falters in his 

L 
confidence in American democracy. He never warrers in his commitment 

to the American promise of justice, freedom and peace for all men. 

Hubert Humphrey is a faithful American who is strengthened by 

his own deep compas sian and his abiding belief that Americans are basically 

a decent and compassionate people. 

His lively and vibrant faith in America is revealed not just by 

his eloquent statements of confidence, optimism, hope and encouragement. 

He dramatizes and underlines his faith in America by his determination to 

improve its sound but imperfect house of democracy. His practical faith 

in America is revealed by his determination to work, not just talk; to build, 

not complain; to seek progress, not whine about problems. 
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If ever there was a time when this nation needed a leader with 

faith in America , a leader with respect for its people and confidence in 

their capacities for democratic self-government, that time is now. And 

that leader is Hubert Humphrey. 

I have always believed, as Hubert Humphrey does, that one of 

the elements of greatness of this nation is that its capacities for unity 

are not limited to threats from abroad and negative reactions to crisis. 

This nation, he believes, is capable of unity for positive, creative and 

constructive purpose. Hubert Humphrey, more than any other American 

leader ·; is most truly a postive, creative and constructive man. His 

power is in his ability to unite people in a common effort toward positive 

J.burposes and constructive efforts. For his successes, he has never had 

to rely upon demagogic techniques of thrashing fear and plumbing discon-

tent. 

That is the distinction of Hubert Humphrey today. The strength 

of his leader s hip -- his capacity to unite -- has been forged by a life-

time of striving, struggling, working , achieving and leading. He came 
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out of the heart of America , where the values of individual initiative and 

community spirit were ingrained in the lives of the people . He was born 

in a village -- Wallace, South Dakota.- He grew up in a town -- Doland, 

South Dakota. He reach maturity in a city -- Huron, South Dakota. He 

advanced his education and reached his first professional stature in a 

metropolis -- Minneapolis , Minnesota. 

The prime influences in Hubert Humphrey's very early life 

were all positive : a father who exhibited a practical idealism in both 

the conduct of his business and the nature of his service to the community; 

a church which emphasized the duty of the individual to serve and help 

others; a family which revolved around love , cooperation and hard work; 

a community in which each individual involved himself with all others, 

sharing joys and sympathizing with suffering. 

It was a healthy , wholesome and thriving environment for a boy. 

Young Humphrey grew , learned and thrived on the close-knit community 

of the open American prairie. 
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A vast and consuming tragedy struck that prairie _ before 

it struck many other sections of the United States. In the 1920 1 s, economic 

depression and then drought stifled the activity and progress of the land 

and its people. For a full decade, the heartland of America suffered 

from forces over which its people had no control. The decade of de-

pression and drought dominated every individual, and left an enduring 

effect on all. 

It has been wisely said that the great American depression 

either hardened or strengthened a man. Hubert Humphrey was one who 

did not become bitter, callous or hard from the experience of the De-

pression. He was strengthened by it. He was strengthened by an in-

tensified habit for work and struggle. He was strengthened by a new 

capacity to endure adversity. Above all, he was strengthened by a 

deeper sense of compassion for the sufferings of human beings. 
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In the midst of that experience, Humphrey was married, 

to Muriel Buck in 1936. Throughout their life together, she has shared 

his dreams, his work and his characteristics of decency and concern 

for service. Muriel Humphrey today is not only a charming, intelligent 

and warm-hearted lady; she is, above all, a wife and mother who has 

never let the turmoil and pressures of political life and high authority 

mar her decency, humility and instincts for unpretentious generosity. 

As one biographer noted, "the Humphrey's do not have a political alliance; 

they have a good marriage. 11 

Young Humphrey, with his wife's help, worked his way through 

the University of Minnesota and Louisiana State University, earning 

highest honvrs as he won his degrees in political science. 

He progressed brilliantly through graduate work in preparation 

J:<>r 
through a career in teaching and in fact did become a teacher at the 

University of Minnesota and at McAllister College in St. Paul. But the 

instinct for service came powerfully and early. In 1941 he became 
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Superintendent of Teaching for the WP A's Worker Education Service 

in Minnesota. He progressed through advancements of position in 

various federal agencies in Minnesota, becoming State Director for 

War Production Training and then Assistant State Director for the War 

Manpower Commission. In 1943 he defied all the logic and tradition 

of Minneapolis politics and ran for Mayor. The professionals and 

experts expected him to gather only a paucity of votes but he surprised 

the city by coming in a close second to the incumbent Mayor. 

Humphrey was never a quitter and never defeated, as he has 

proven so many times. In 1945, he ran again for Mayor. This time, 

still against all the predictions of the professionals, he won, beating 

the incumbent by a two to one margin. He was only 34 years old, had 

been involved in practical politics for only two years and was only four 

years out of school. 

The concrete and intangible achievements of Minneapolis 
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Mayor Hubert Humphrey revealed dramatically the breadth of his 

experience and the depth of his talents. He rid the city of organized 

crime syndicates. He eliminated the patterns of corruption which had 

stifled the city and made so many of its people cynical. He fought an 

ugly pattern of racial discrimination, leading the way to the establishment 

of the first municipal fair employment practices program in the nation. 

He won a high FBI award for his battle against crime. He at first 

improvised and then hammered out a formal program for desperately 

needed housing during the immediate period after World War II. 

........ 
He marshaJ!ed all seg:ments of the community to respond to a tragic 

outbreak of poli n. He averted strikes, improved the schools and 

boosted all of those services which every city has to struggle to obtain. 

In essen)re, Mayor Humphrey worked hard himself, forged a cooperative 

spirit in which leaders of the community worked together and created 

a new atmosphere in which the people of Minneapolis found a new faith 

in themselves and their local government. 
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Advancement was inevitable. Mayor Humphrey became a 

state leader. Out of the doldrums of a listless and divided core of 

progressives , Humphrey led a successful effort to establish a new 

party: The Dem ocratic Farmer-Labor Party. In the process, he and 

others rid the .. party of communist elements and leadership. In my 

knowledge , Hubert Humphrey is one of the very few American leaders 

who took on and defeated the communist party in a domestic battle on 

a state-wide level. 

Nineteen forty- eight was a tu:ttng point and the year of a 

dramatic rise in Hubert Humphrey 1 s stature and career. He electrified 

the Democratic National Convention with an eloquent plea for a strong 

civil rights plank which is still regarded as one of the greatest and 

most powerful p olitical speeches of this century. Wbat is not so well 

remembered is that behind the scenes, in the hallways and through the 

meeting rooms of that convention , Hubert Humphrey worked , persuaded , 

organized and fought quietly to forge ) to win support for a platform 
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plank calling upon "the Democratic Party to get out of the shadow of 

States' Rights and walk forthrightly into the bright sunshine of human rights." 

Later that year, Hubert Humphrey was elected to the United States 

Senate -- the first Democrat elected to the Senate from Minnesota in a 

century. 

For 16 years in the United States Senate, Humphrey revealed 

himself again as a positive, creative and constructive man. He became not 

only an eloquent stat Rn• within the Senate and throughout the country for 

progressive ideas and compassionate attitudes. He became one of the most 

effective legislators ever to serve in Washington and in the process became 

recognized as a nation.al leader ;·. 

Hubert Humphrey has often been acclaimed most prominently as 

an eloquent speaker or criticized most frequently as a man who "talks too 

much." In fact, and without doubt , the real distinction of Hubert Humphrey 

in the United States Senate as in all aspects of his career was his hard work, 

his quiet study, his effective effort and his solid achievements. Hubert 



draft 
_page 11 

Humphrey was one of those Senators who worked long, diligently and some-

times through lonely and tedious periods to perform all those chores and 

deeds necessary for substantial legislative accomplishment. He did not 

limit himself only to those issues which dominated the attention of the press 

and the people. He did · not restrict his presence to meetings only when his 

narrow interests or television cameras were present. He did not merely 

orate and strut on the public stage to protect and enhance his own political 

career. He was a worker, a doer, .a builder, an achiever. 

It would be impossible to list in brief all of those achievements. 

Let me simply point to four outstanding and unquestioned achievements for 

which Hubert Humphrey deserves immense credit and enduring recognition 

for his creative and effective leadership in the United States Senate. 

First, the Food for Peace program. Senator Humphrey had sug-

gested this basic concept in the early 50 1 s. Even before that his leadership 

resulted in the use of America 1 s food abundance to help relieve the sufferings 

of famine in India and Pakistan. He worked throughout the 50 1 s to formalize 
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and expand the program of using America's food and fiber abundance not 

only to feed the hungry of other nations , but also/. the value of our food and 

them 
fiber into economic development in those nations to move/toward self-

sufficiency. The long effort paid off in the early 1960 ' s with a magnificent 

Food for Peace program reaching millions of people throughout the world. 

Two, the Peace Corps. Many men , many leaders , worked to-

ward the establishment of this magnificent new program of involv ement and 

help by young Americans overseas. Humphrey was , the record proves, 

the first to introduce legislation actually calling for the establishment of a 

Peace Corps. Working with President Kennedy , Senator Humphrey led the 

successful fight to establish the Peace Corps in 196f. Many of us may for-

get that Humphrey's early efforts for the P e ace Corps were resisted by atti-

tudes that it was a " starry- eyed dream" or " impractical. " 

Humphrey ha~ first suggested the idea for a Peace Corps in the 

mid 1950's. He introduced his pioneering legislation for its establishEmtmt 

in June , 196 -- before any other major leader had proposed the practical and 
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concrete step. Today, the Peace Corps is regarded as one of the most 

successful, effective and popular new programs by the United States in the 

international realm in the past generation. 

Three, Arms Control. Senator Humphrey's courage, wisdom, 

perserverance and leadership were magnificently indicated by his long 

struggle for effective steps toward disarmament and arms control. Working 
' 

e.ften alone and e#en against the cynicism of many, Senator Humphrey 

battled from 1955 on to seek effective international agreerre nts to control 

the deadly and terrifying arms race, particularly in the realm of nuclear 

weapons. His crowning achievement, coming after the enactment of Humphrey's 

legislation to establish the U.S. Arms Control and Disarmament Agency, was 

approval of the Nuclear Test Ban Treaty in 1963. His imprint has been 

d 
deeply imbe 'ed on all the subsequent arms control achievements of recent 

years. 

Four, Civil Rights. No man in the Senate worked harder or more 

effectively for legislation to assure full and equal constitutional rights and 

opportunities to all Americans than Senator Humphrey. From his first year 
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in the Senate in 1949 through the end of his service in this body , Humphrey 

was in the forefront of the battle for aggressive civil rights legislation. 

Once again, his 16 years of effort were crowned with dramatic achievement 

when the Senate approved the Civil Rights Act of 1964. Hubert Humphrey's 

role and leadership in that effort should never be underestimated and should 

never be forgotten by America. 

I wish to emphasize one distinction of Hubert Humphrey which is 

too seldom recognized. He is a man above all who believes that he must do 

his duty to the nation and to its people. He knows that performance of his 

duty sometimes calls for public eloquence and sometimes calf for quiet 

work. There are times and circumstances which require Hubert Humphrey 

and others to be in the forefront of public attention on some issues and to 

generate vocal public support for some cause. And there are times when 

Hubert Humphrey and others must most effectively serve with quiet loyalty 

and behind-the-scenes diligence. 

As Vice President of the United States, Hubert Humphrey has 
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of 
since January of 1965 performed magnificently in the role/the quiet. and 

faithful statesman. I do not hesitate and I do not qualify when I say that 

he is, without a doubt, the most effective, the hardest working •·' and 

the most successful Vice President in the history of the United States. He 

has sought progress for America , not headlines for himself . . He has ex-

hibited loyalty to an Administration instead of efforts for personal political 

gain. Through triumph and tragedy, Hubert Humphrey has submerged the 

normal personal needs ani instincts of a political leader to increase the 

effectiveness of his service to a President , a nation , a people and mankind. 

He has , once again, sacrificed a part of himself in the service of others. 

I call that the best kind of patriotism. I call that the ultimate proof of good 

citizenship. I call that the most dramatic evidence of a capacity for leader-

ship. 

I must end with an emphasis on the most significant quality and 

characteristic of Hubert Humphrey's life : a capacity for growth. Hubert 
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Humphrey has grown with America. Hubert .1:-Iumphrey has grown in 

ability and stature ' through 20 years of political service. Hubert Humphrey 

has grown from both triumphs and setbacks. Hubert Humphrey has grown 

into a man not only of experience , ability and stature , he has grown to 

become a man who stands now at the edge of true greatness. I believe that 

his compassion, his brilliance, his talent, his skills , his service will soon 

be recognized as never before by the American people. Hubert Humphrey 

said recently that if nothing more ever happens to him -- if he never ad-

vances to any higher formal position in political life -- that he will have 

been satisffed with what he has been able to do for his country, his people 

and the world. 

I must defer from Hubert Humphrey's judgment. I , and I know 

many millions throughout this nation , will not be satisf ied wi.d:hout further 

advancement to a higher leadersHip role for Hubert Humphrey. We will be 
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satisfied only when this man , this great man , is fully able to contribute 

the best that is within him to national leadership. We will be satisfied only 

when the people of this country are unified only in the way whi ch they can 

be unified by Hubert Humphrey. 

We will be satisfied when Hubert Humphrey is President of the 

United States. 
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SUMMARY OP THE VOTING RECORD 

0 

1949 

UTUAL SBCUltlTY 

HO 

PUBLIC PO 

PAIUI PRICE SUPPORTS 

1920 
HOUSDIO 

COIOIOD ITY aua> IT 
CbRJiORlftdl 

RM CONTROL 

1949-1964 

Voted agatn&t amendment to cut 
Marshall Plan t\lrlda b7 10~. (4/1/49) 
Voted a&ainet endment to delete 
prov1a1ona tor lo -rent public bous1ng 
and tarm housing. (4/21/49) 

Voted qaii'lat uendment to cut ucurrent 
tun48" - f5 illion and to eliminate 
"eont1nu1n& 1\mda • ., ( 8/23/49) 
Voted -satnat amendments to cut mili•ary 
tunda tirat b.J $200 million and then by 
$100 million for 1950. (9/~/49) 

Voted for amendment to require 90~ of 
parity supports for baaic crops. (10/1/49) 

Voted againat amendlllent to delete mortg~e 
loans to cooperative• for ~1ddle income 
housing. (3/15/50) 
Voted tor amendment to eatabliah the otnt 

ur program. ( 5/5/f$)) 

Voted for rePQrt 1ncreasil)6 CCO ta borroa1Dg 
authority bJ $2 ~1llion. (6/~/50) 
Voted tor report extendin& national rent 
control until 1~/31/50 and then 6 months 
longer t local option. (6/~l/50) 
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1950 (continued)_ 

PJ!B1UiAL SBOJll!IU 

1951 

BOVSIII! 

PUBLIC WOJUCS 

( MU'1'1JAL SBCURift 

PRICE CONTROLS 

MUTUAL SBCURI'J.'I 

IWi!DIE PRIC11 COJft'ROLS 

PUBLIC WO 

Voted tor enda nt to prov1d detention, 
1n nat tonal emeraency, ot per•ona r aaonablJ .~ 
auapected of eJCa&irl& 1n esp1onaa "'(9/12/SOJ · 

Voted a1nat endment to cut ne• public 
ho ina unl ta tr 50,000 to 5, 000 in 1952. 
(6/~:0/51) 

Voted aaaimlt amendaent to cut tunda tor 
rivera, barbore,and tloo4 control b.J 10-. 

18/15/51) 
Voted aca1n8t amendment to cute•UOile ic 
atd to Europe bJ $250 million, (8/31/51) 
Voted tor (over Prest ent1 1 veto) an 
increase 1n penaiona, to $120 a month, tor 
veterans requ1r1bc constant care as a re-
sult of ~on- ervtce connected disabilities. 
(9/18/SlJ · 
Voted tor bill atren&tbenin& anti-inflation-
~ controls ot the D tense Production Act. 
(10/4/51) 

Voted as·~~ ·-r·~~4.o~ of Inte~r. :) t·JI' Revenue ~eau b~lactns collectors or :_ 
Internal Revenue under C1v11 strvice. 
(3/13/52) 

Voted &aainat amendment to cut tot 1 aid 
funds b.J $200 million. (5/28/52) 
Announced aaa1net amendment to bol1ah 
vase and price control • (5/~9/52) 
Voted 8& inllt amendment to cut 1953 BOil 
conaervat1on tun4e b.J $100 1111on. (6/6/52) 
p ired asainBt amendment to cut funds tor 
tlood control b7 $11.9 million. (6/19/52) 
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RATIONAL DBFBISE 

KllTUAL 8.BCURITY 

OIL POR BDUCAZIOR 

1954 

LA:BOR 

RECIPROCAL TJW)J 

A'tOJUC BNBROY 

MOTUAL S.ECUBift 

Voted tor amendment increasing aoll 
conaervation fund b7 $30 mill1on.(6/l5/53) a 

j\ . 

Voted for increase in tuberculo ia reaearch 
tunda bf $1.3 million. (7/7/53) 
Voted tor aaendaent to increase tund tor 
Air Pbrce he vy bombers bf $40o million. 
(7/23/53) 
Voted againat amendment to out milit ey aid 
runda b.J $500 million. (7/29/53) 
Voted aaainlt paea e or conference •eport 
without "oil tor ucation" a.menclm4mt. 
(7/30/53) 

Voted for motion to recommit Administration• 
backed bill to revise Tatt-Bartle,J Act. 
(SiT/54) 
Voted tor amendment to extend the Prea14ent •a 
authority to make trade aareementa tor 3 
7eara and to reduce exiattn& taritt rates 
15~ over a 3-year period. (6/24/54) 
Voted tor amendment to increase personal 
income tax exemption tDDm $600 to f700. 
(6/30/54} 
Voted tor amendm nt to permit Government 
seaerat1on ot atomic power and to require 
preference tor public bodiea &Dd cooperali e 
in dia~ain& of pow r trom Government plant • 
(7/~/54) 

Voted tor bill authoriztn& 2.7 billion tor 
ilitar, and econo 1e aaaiatance. (8/3/54) 



PUBLIC WORKS 

CIVIL SBRVIqB 

1956 

PRICK SUPPORTS 

A'l'OJIIC ppGY 

Voted tor am nt1ment Ct•lna .20 tax cut to 
eaCh taxpa7er and $10 tor acb d pendent 
and •• alitl& certain tax "bonanz " for 
corporations and " lthy taxpayera. (3/15/55) 

Voted tor bill autboriztns construction ot 
a toraae reaervoire 1n tbe upper Colorado 
River baein to provide ater to~ power and 
1rr1&at1on 1n Colorado, Ot , Vyomina, and 

ew Mexiao. (4/20/55) 
Voted to'%' puaqe of 8.~ postal pay ra1 
over l.reeident•e veto. (5.24/55) 
Vot.a. aca1nat motion to sub titute "bankers 
bs.pwq bill" in plac of d1rect-a4d bill. 
(57~5/55) 

Announced tor amendment to prevent 2c,OOO-
man out 1n !Iarine Corp • (6/m/55) 

Voted asatnst amendment to continue flexible 
aupporta instead of reator1n& firm 90J 
supports. (3/8/56) ' 
Voted tor amenc:tment prov1d1n& a l'ecleral 
minia\ID waae tor workers on 11 h1cJlwa,. 
projects under the ne prosr .. (5729/56) 

Voted tor amendment 1ncreas1n& Air :Force 
.funds b7 tao<> 1111on to speed-~ B-S2 
J t-bolnber procurement. (6./~/56J 

Voted tor bill autbor1z1nS $400 million tor 
an accelerated civilian ato io power pr~ • 
(7/12/56) 
Voted tor amendm nt providtna netit p&J• 
mente to totally diaabled per ona at ace 
50 inst ad of 65. 7/17/56) 
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ATOMIC EHERGJ 

CIVIL RIGB'rS 

TVA PIHANCIJ!I 

TAUS 

ST.A'.t'BBOOD POR _ ALAS 

EDUCATIO 

~ 

S'l'A'l'BBOOD R HAWAII 

Voted for amendJnent to continue Federal 
contribution to al cl arance and urban 
renewal proJects at 2/3 rather than 3/4 
or co ta as provided 1n bill. (5/29/57) 

Voted for r t1t1cat1on of International 
Atomic Energy Treaty. {6/18/57) 

Voted for pa aaae of Ci v11 Ri&bts Bill, 
(8/7/57) 
Voted againSt Goldwater motion to kill 
TVA financing bill. (8/9/57) 
Voted tor bill rev18~ tmm~at1on and 
nationality 1 s to rel1 ve ~rdsh1p" 
case _ and permit entq or approxiaatelJ 
60,000 aliena. (8/21/5 ) 

Jlnnouneed for amendment ext ndin& the 
duration of unemployment comf!nsation 
payments by 16 weeks. (5/~/58) 

Voted tor am ndment reversing existin& 
normal and. surtax rates so aa to reduce 
corporate taxes for s ll bue1nesa. (6/20/58) 

Voted for paaaase of bill makttg Alaska the 
49th State~ (6/30/58) 
Voted aaa1nat amendment outt1n& trom $17.5 
million to $5 m1ll~on the annual authorizat1o 
tor nation l defena sCholarah1pa. {8/13/58) 

Voted tor amendment 1ncreaa1ng Old Ase 
Survivor• Insurance benefits by about 10~. 
tS/16/58) 

Voted tor ~ease ot b1ll making Hawa11 th 
50th State. (3/12/59) 

Voted tor ndm nt reetor1ns pension rates 
out by Senate OoiDillittee. tB/13/59) 
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CIVIL IGHTS 

Voted for aecond ho ina bill over 
Prea1dent' veto. (9/4/59) 

.. 
Voted tor public 1fork8 approiJ'i tion 
o er Pre 1dent•a veto. (9/10/59) 
Voted tor eildment extendln& lite of 
Civil R~ta ea.t1aa1on and appropri ting 
$500,000 tor it. (9/14/S9) 

Voted tor ua ndment overridin& Prea1dent •s 
eto or the Area Redevel~nt Act. (5/21/60) 

Announo tor -.nuent reH lina 4; tax 
credit on divide income. (6/20760) 
Voted a&a1nat amendMnt reducinS nWtber of 
new orkera to M covered frOJD 5 aa1111on to 
28o 1000 • t8/17 /60) 
Voted tor amendment prov1din& medical benet1ta 
to the qe4 under Social Secur1 tJ. ( 8/"3/60) 
Voted tor ~en~ent reetor~ t199 million 
to the aecurit7 proar•· (8/29/60) 

Voted tor bill autbortztns 394 a1111on 1n 
Pederal loane and granta tor area redevelop-
Jilent. (3/15/61) 
Voted against a.endment r u1rin& eaCh State 
to rep&J on 1t• own, ratber than eatabliah1ng 
a "poolin&" BJ&tem. (3/16/61) 

Voted tor r,sency Jeed Oratna 111 prov1d1n& 
a r1ae in pr1oe aupporta, paJEenta to taraera 
part1c1pat1n& 1n reduotns acreace and loaa or 
el~1b1litJ tor tho e not ~rt1c1pattns 1n 
acrease reduction. (3/22/61) 



1961 (Continued) 

UCAfi9' 

BOUB 

tmLIC WO 

JIIDI 

1~ 

DBPUS!ll> 

- J;IC PBAC§ COB 

Voted tor bill au.thorlzin& $2.5 billion / 
ov r 3.~.f• r•period 1n srot• to Btatea if . -
tor ecnool conatruct1on and teaCbera• 1 

ealar1ea. (5/25/61) 

Voted tor report authoriz~ $4.9 billion 
tor o 1n1 programs ov r 4 7eara. (6/28/61) 

Voted tor Pood and Aar1c\llture Act covering 
prosrea to take urplua land out or produc-
tion, aid tar.era in dev•loP~e~talternative 
aourcea ot income, br aden cred.it-aalea to 
friendly nat1ona, oour e private trade 
channel and aup_p17-&Dan ent tor wh at and r sr 1na. (5/25/6~) 

ot for t autbor1z1Qs $750 1ll1on 
tor etand'bf public works Pro&r • ( 5/28/6~) 

Voted for Ulendment to permit the President, 
under certain eire tancee, to aell or &1ve 
surplus rood to auch oountr1ee as YQgoalavia 
and Poland. (6/7~ 2) 
oted acatnat killing nt to the welrar 

bill prov1d1n& Jned1cal care tor the aged under 
Social SecuritJ. (7/17/6~) 

P 1Je4. aaa1 t amendment to restore '»er11 
point" procedure or the expiring 'l'rade ~F/\ 
-~·Act. (9/18/62) 

8l!IIB tor ct eatabl1ab1nc a Youth Conserva-
tiOn Corpa a Youth lop&ent Prosram 
at tate and local level. (4/10/63) 

Voted ~or Area Redevelo~ent Bill increa inS 
tunda by $455 1ll1on. (6/26/63) 
Voted tor bill author1ztni $15 1111on for 
2 7eara. tS/14/-63) 
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1~3 (Continued) 
t.rEST-BAN 

SPACE FmmS 

CIVIL RIGBTS 

POVBM'r 

SOCIAL SECURITr 

Voted tor ratification or the Nuclear Teat-Ban Treaty. (9/24/63) 
Voted againSt amemaa nt cuttip& NASA tunda b7 $90 million. (11/20/63) 

Voted tor repor-t prov141n& lona-•un tax reductions ot .11,545 billion tor 1n-41v1dual and oorp,prationa. (2/26/64) 
Voted tor bill barring d1 crtatnation in public accoaaodations, schools, •-ploy.ment and voting; eetabliahing a a CGmmunity Relations SePvice to aaa1at 
1n resolving racial disputes. (6/19/64) 
Voted tor bill authorizin& $375 million over 1-..,_ar period in 7ed ral aid tor construction or subway, bue or rail trans-
~ortation sy tema 1n congested urban areas. (6/30/64) 
Voted tor 3-year anti-povertJ bill establish-inS an Ottice or Economic Opportunity to direct and coordinat youth, community action, ant1-pov rt7 programs 1n rural area 1 small bua1nees incentive loans and work-experience programs. (7/23/64) 
Voted tor ndment providtns tor hospital, nursing hom , bome he lth services and out-patient diagnostic services to persona 65 and over under Social Securit~ and Railroad Retirement prosr a. (9/2/64) 
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THE VICE PRESIDENCY 

In the early days of the republic, the American Vice Presidency was 

filled, constitutionally, by men deemed to be of Presidential stature, such as 

John Adams and Thomas Jefferson. Today, the sudden death of President 

Kennedy, the subsequent succession of President Johnson, the present vacancy 

in the office of the Vice Presidency, have all served to remind the American 

public again that particular care must be given to the selection of Vice Presi-

dential candidates by both political parties. Past history gives reason for 

this concern. 

Of the 30 men who have been elected to the Presidency, 8 (more 

than 26 percent) have died before the end of their term. Eleven of the 3 7 

Vice Presidents have subsequently become President. Two others have been 

the candidates of their political party in a subsequent election. Several 

have led third party movements. In this century, 4 of the 12 Vice Presidents 

have been suddenly called upon to take over the reins of government . Others 

have served during time of Presidential illness or disability. 

As the probability of advancement of the Vice President to the 

Presidency has increased, so also has the importance of the office. All who 

have been elected to the Vice Presidency in the 20th century have subsequently 

sought party leadership. 

During the fifteen general elections prior to 1900, 5 percent of 

the Vice Presidential candidates were renominated, 19 percent were con-
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sidered for the Presidency, 52 percent not further considered, and 24 percent 

defeated for renomination. In the fifteen elections held during this century, 

28 percent were renominated, 40 percent considered for President, 28 percent 

not further considered, and 4 percent defeated for renomination. The above 

figures exclude those who became President upon the death of their predeces-

sor. 

In the 19th century, only two who had received substantial support 

for the Presidency were nominated for the Vice Presidency. In this century, at 

least 20 have been so named. History would certainly have been different if 

Henry Clay, Daniel Webster, and Hiram Johnson had accepted the tendered 

nomination which each declined. Each would have become President. 

Frank Lowden of Illinois was the last person to formally decline the 

nomination, when proferred in 1924. 

Factors In Choosing The Nominee 

The factors which have historically determined the Vice Presidential 

nomination are several. 

It has been extended as a means if gaining support necessary for 

the Presidential nomination, as it was when John Nance Garner became Franklin 

Roosevelt's running mate in 1932. 

It has also been used as a means of broadening the parties 0 ap_peal 

to the electorate on a regional, philosophical, or other basis. 

On occasion it has been a device for adding emphasis to a particular 
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An attempt at age balance has also been a factor . 

The appeal of a 11 famous name 11 as a vote-getting device has also 

been tried, as in the cases of Roosevelt in 1920 and Bryan in 1924, both times 

without success. 

Religious balance has been the subject of some discussion . It 

e:Jtists as a consideration on many state and city tickets where it may also 

involve national ethnic background in an attempt to provide balance. Since 

President Kennedy's 19 60 victory, there is doubt, however, that this remains 

an important national factor. (The Catholic weekly, America, recently editorial-

ized against any such suggestion.) 

The need to satisfy a minority policy group within the party has 

seemed to become of secondary importance to the domin'ant need to guarant ee 

to the electorate a continuance of administration policies even though faced 

with a .. happenstance 11 ocCilpant in the White House. 

Tracing recent Vice Presidential history, the choice of a runni ng 

mate has been based on various factors which seemed to be important at th e 

time. 

In 1932, John Nance Garner, then Speaker of the House and a 

candidate for the Presidency I threw his support to Franklin Roosevelt i n return 

for 2nd place on the ticket. Garner proved a most useful ally to the Pres ident 

during his first term in helping get the New Deal program through Congress . 

Serving as an ex-officio member of the Cabinet, he made recommendations on 
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policy and personnel matters under consideration. In the many ceremonial 

functions where the Vice President can be of significant help to the President, 

Garner was willing to put forth only the minimum effort required. 

Garner was renominated in 193 6 without opposition . During the 

next four years the cordial working relations which had existed came to an 

end. The President could no longer count on Garner's support. Differences 

over the sit-down strikes, deficit financing, the Supreme Court bill and the 

majority leadership of the Senate brought an end to this previously fruitful 

association. Joining with Farley and others in the anti-third-term move-

ment, Garner became unacceptable as a running mate in 1940. 

The search for a nominee centered on Cordell Hull. He, however, 

refused all Presidential pleading, claiming he could work more effectively 

as head of the State Department. Henry Wallace was then selected as one 

who supported the administration • s program and had strong liberal support, as 

well as strength with farmers and workers. Due to his lack of party regularity 

and other factors, his nomination nearly wrecked the party. There was much 

opposition. Put on a take-Wallace-or-lose-Roosevelt basis, he was finally 

accepted by the convention. Vice President Wallace was given much respon-

sibility in both domestic and foreign affairs, with a sharp decline in the 

legislative role usually assigned to that office. 

By 1944, opposition to Wallace and some New Deal programs had 

hardened. Under the leadership of Edwin Pauley, Robert Hannegan, Hull , and 

others, it was decided that Senator Truman should replace Wallace as President 

Roosevelt's running mate. The pre-convention Gallup poll gave Wallace a 
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rating of 65 percent compared to 2 percent for Truman. Despite this apparent 

lack of popularity, but with an assist from Mayor Kelly in adjourning the con-

vention at a vital point on the pretext of a fire hazard, Truman was nominated 

on the second ballot. The North-South division in the party, and Roosevelt 1 s 

expressed need for postwar support in the Senate, were major reasons for the 

selection of Truman. 

All subsequent Democratic Vice Presidential nominees have been 

members of the Senate. In 1948, Alben Barkley was selected. Having sought 

the nomination four years earlier, he was no longer to be denied. Bark ley 

popularized the office. Of more lasting importance was the legislative 

action establishing the Vice President as a full-fledged member of the 

National Security Council. Had Barkley been younger, he would likely have 

been able to use the Vice Presidency as a springboard to the Presidential 

nomination in 1952. 

The choice of Senator Sparkman as Adlai Stevenson 1 s running mate 

continued the practice of selecting a member of the Senate, but the primary 

motive was an attempt to reunite the party with its Southern wing, which had 

walked out in 1948. 

In 195 6, Stevenson chose to follow in the footsteps of William 

Jennings Bryan and not indicate his persona 1 preference. In one of the very 

few open convention contests for the Vice Presidency, Senator Kefauver was 

nominated. Stevenson 1 s action was motivated in part by ,a desire to stress 

the importance of the Vice Presidency, but many looked upon it as a sign of 

weakness and absence of leadership. While commendable in theory, this 
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course is fraught with many risks and disadvantages. The President could find 

his only elected and non-removable assistant to be not of his choosing. 

The selection of Lyndon Johnson in 19 60 provided regional balance 

and promoted party harmony while giving due consideration to the most important 

factor in providing a candidate fully qualified to succeed to the Presidency. He 

was the personal choice of the President. 

Consultation between the Presidentia 1 nominee, party leaders, and 

the spokesmen for major interest groups is the normal method by which the choice 

is determined -- with the Presidential nominee reserving final decision . 

A Conclusion 

The importance of the office of Vice President has increased. The 

choice of a running mate accordingly assumes increased significance and must 

be based upon factors of greater relevance to our future than a well known 

name, geographical or religious balance, or other secondary factor. As 

Irving Williams states in The Rise of the Vice-Presidency, 

Today neither the nation nor the free world can 
afford the succession to the American presidency of a man 
who is not fully capable, intellectually and morally, of 
making the complex decisions that will rush upon him from 
the first day of his succession. The growth of American 
power in the world and the rise of the executive branch 
within that power structure are, of course, the causal de-
cisive factors and they are forces so well known and 
readily visible as to need little detailing here. 

Just as the choice of the man nominated for the office of President 

must be predicated upon his qualifications to discharge ably the duties of 

that office, so too must the selection of his possible successor-- more so 
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than ever. The apprenticeship of the Vic.e President must not be permitted to 

commence upon his election. Of the eight who have succeeded to the Presi-

dency I five did so within the first six months of the term I two within the 

first month. 

While the United States has been unusually fortunate in the caliber 

of its accidental Presidents I this country's world-wide responsibilities do not 

permit trusting the future to chance. Both parties' Vice Presidential nominees 

should be the first choices of their Presidential nominees as the men next 

best equipped and experienced for highest responsibility. 
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December 21 1964 
Duties of the Vice President 

Constitutional 

1. President of the Senate, in which capacity he may vote to break ties, and give rulings which are binding unless overturned by majority vote. 
2. Succeed to the Presidency. 

Traditional 

1. Member of the Cabinet (since 1933, but rarely, theretofore); presided, under various Presidents, in absence of President. 
2. Some patronage role. 

Statutory 

1. 

2. 

4. 

5· 
6. 

Member of the National Security Council; presided in absence of President (Nixon). 

Chairman of the National Aeronautics and Space Council. 
Sometimes designated by law as the official who appoints members of the Senate to various agencies, commissions, study groups, etc. (e.g. three members of the Advisory Commission on Intergovernmental Relations). 
Member of "The Establishment" and of the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution. l ~ ... r· 1e- b..,_ 7 "'/ 7~ e.~-)-..4..- ....... _; IM-v~l J 
Makes appointments to the military academies. 

Member of various ad hoc bodies such as Civil War Centennial Commission. 
Executive Order 

1. Chairman of the President's Committee on Equal Employment Opportunity. 
2. Chairman of the Board of Economic Warfare - 1941 to 1943 (also Chairman of the Supply Priorities and Allocations Board and Member of the War Production Board). 

3· Designated by President as Chairman of the Government Contracts Committee (1953-196o) which committee was set up by Executive order. 
Informal use of Vice President 

1. A wide variety of diplomatic duties, including foreign travel by Vice Presidents Wallace, Barkley, Nixon,and Johnson. 
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2. Chairman of committee to consider ways of avoiding inflation - 1942 

3. Chairman of Cabinet Committee on Economic Growth and Stability 
(1959 - 1960) 

4. Various special assignments including some, such as space and supersonic 
transport programs, flowing from statutory duties . 

5. Legislative liaison (especially Garner) . 

Increased utilization of Vice President 
.1 ; ) I f ,,,;{' (r.

1 
.. 1,(1! 11<N: a,_Jt(~ r , u '"' - ..; r r'- t 1 ,. • •· , ,..,_ 1. Legislative liaison, ~\" U.t«-'-'''1 ',1 t. 

2. Ceremonial duties - international and domestic. 

3. Ad hoc or standing duties in a staff capacity. 

Caveats 

1. The President can not remove the Vice President for any cause. 

2. Supporting legislation to eliminate any statutory duty of the 
Vice President (if desired by the President) could be embarrassing. 

3. Elimination of an Executive order or other publicized function of the 
Vice President might be awkward. 

4. The Vice President 's Constitutional duties can not be ignored- he 
must occasionally preside, vote, or give rulings in the Senate. 
Performance of executive functions could, conceivably, place him in 
an ambiguous situation in carrying out such duties. 

5· There would be some question as to the propriety of delegating 
statutory fUnctions of the President to the Vice President. 

6. Vice President's possibility of succession could, under some 
circumstances, create conflicting loyalties for executive branch 
officials. 
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THE VICE PRESIDENCY - GENERAL INFORMATION 

"B.r provision of the federal Constitution, a vie~ president of the 
United States is elected at the same time, for the same term and in like 
manner as the president by electors chosen in each of the states. A 
msjority of the votes east in the several electoral colleges is necessary 
to an election. The Vice president is the president of the Senate, and 
in the event of an equal division in that body he gives the deciding 
vote. Under no other contingency has he a vote. The powers and duties 
of the office of president devolve upon the vice president in ease of 
the death, resignation or removal from office of the president. The 
vice president is included in the category of public officers liable to 
removal from office on impeachment and conviction for treason, bribery 
or other high crimes and misdemeanors. B,y the 12th Amendment to the 
Constitution no person constitutionally ineligible to the office of 
president shall be elected to that of vice president. In the event of 
a vacancy occurring in the office of vice president, the Senate is 
presided over by a member of that body. In such contingency the death of 
the president would, under e:d.st1.ng law, devolve the office of president 
upon the speaker of the House of Representatives. 

"Following is a list of vice presidents of the United States, 
together with dates of election ; John Adams, of Massachusetts, elected 
in 1788, re-elected in 1792; Thomas Jefferson, of Virginia, in 1796; 
Aaron Burr, of New York, in 1800; George Clinton, of New York, in 1804, 
re-elected in 1808; Elbridge Gerry, of Massachusetts, in 1812; Daniel 
D. Thompkins, of New York, in 1816, re-elected in 1820; John c. Calhotm 
of South Carolina, in 1824, re-elected in 1828; Martin Van Buren, of 
New York, in 1832; Richaro M~ Johnson, of Kentucky, in 1836; John Tyler, 
of Virginia, in 1840; George M. Dallas, of Pennsylvania, in 1844; 
Millard Fillmore, of New York, in 1848; William R. King, of Alabama, in 
1852; John c. Breckenridge, of Kentucky, in 1856; Hannibal Hamlin, of 
Maine, in 1860; Andrew Johnson, of Tennessee, in 1864; Schuyler Colfax, 
of Indiana, in 1868; Henry Wilson of Massachusetts, in 1872; William A. 
Wheeler, of New York, in 1876; Chester A. Arthur, of New York, in 1880; 
Thomas A. Hendricks, of Indiana, in 1884; Levi P. Morton, of New York, 
in 1888; Adlai E. Stevenson, of Illinois, in 1892; Garrett A. Hobart, 
of New Jersey, in 1896; Theodore Roosevelt, 1900; Charles w,.· Fairbanks, 
1904; James s. Sherman, 1908; Thomas R. Marshall, 1912, 1916; Calvin 
Coolidge, 1920; Charles G. Dawes, 1924; Charles Curtis, 1928; John N. 
Garner, 1932, 1936; Henry A. Wallace, 1940; Harry s. Truman, 1944; 
Alben w. Barkley, 1948. 



uThe following vice presidents were subsequently elected President; 
John Adame, 1796; 1'homae Jeffe;,.'"son, 180(), 1804; Martin Van Buren, 1836; 
Theodore Roosevelt, 1904; Calvin Coolidge, 1924; Harry s. Truman, 1948. Thses dates indicate the election by popular vote of the electors in the 
several s"Gates. Seven vice presidents died in office, viz.: Clinton, 
Gerry, King, Wilson, Hez:dric.'ks, Hobart, and Sherman. In the presidential 
contest of 1836 Martin Van Buren received a majority of the electoral 
votes for president, but no candidate received a majorit,r for vice 
president. ~ constitutional requirement the duty of electing a vice 
president then devolved upon the Senate; the candidates from whom such 
choice was to be made beil'l..g restr-lcted to the two who had received the 
highest number of electoral votes. ~1e of these, Richard M. Johnson, 
of Kentuc~, was duly elected by the Senate. The only vice president 
who resigned the office was Jaln c. Calhoun who in 1832 took his seat 
in the Senate, to vhich body he had be.e::1 elected by the legislat~-e of 
Soutp. Carolina. 

"Seven vice presidents have, upon the death of the president, suc-
ceeded to the presidency. The fi:.•st president to die during his incum-
bency of the great office was William Henry Harrison; his death occurred 
April 4, 1841, just one month after his inauguration. The vice president, John Tyler, then at his country home in Virginia, was officia:I.zy notified 
of the event, and upon reaching the seat of government at once took the 
oath of office as president. There was much discussion for a time in and 
out of Congress as to his proper title whether 'vice president of the 
United States acting as president' or 'president.' The language of the 
Constitution, however, is clear, and it is no longer controverted that 
upon the death of the president the vice president became in name as 
in fact--p~:·esident. Upon the dee.th of President Zachary Tey-lor, July 9, 1850, Vice President Millard Fillmore succeeded to the presideney, 
and was at a later da"Ge an unsuccessful candidate for election to that 
office. The third vice president who reached the presidency by succession 
was Andrew Johnson; this occurred April 15, 1865, the dey following the 
assassination of PresiGent Lincoln. President Garfield was shot July 2, 1881 and died in September of ·!;hat yew.•, when he was succeeded by Vice 
President Chester A. Arthur. Vice President Theodore Roosevelt was the 
successor of William McKinley in 1901. Calvin Coolidge succeeded Warren 
G. Harding in 1923. On April J2, 1945 Harry s. Truman succeeded Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

"Two attempts have been made to impeach the president--the incumbent in each instance having succeeded to the higher office upon the death of 
the president. A resolution looking to the impeachment of President 
John T,yler was introduced into the House of Representatives in January 1843, but being defeated no fur"Ul.er steps were taken. Articles of 
impeachment, for 'high crimes and misdeameanors' were presented by the 
House of Representatives against President Az:drew Johnson in 1868. 
~ constitutional provision the trial was by the Senate, the chief justice 
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of tile United States preaiding. Le e then wo thirds ot the sene;tora voting for conviction, be Wtl.a aoquitted, 

"No constitutional provision e:d~tQd untU the adoption of the 12th Amendment for separate votes in the eleotol'al colleges f01' president and vice president; the ca.r.didate receiving the highest number ot votes (it a majority of all) became president, and the one receiving the second highest, vice president. In 1801 Than.as Jefferson and Aaron Burr each received 7.3 electoral votes, and by constitutional requirement the election at once devolved upon the House of Representatives, voting by state. Upon the .36th ba.1lot, a majority of the states having voted for Jefferson, he became president and Burr vice president. The constitutional amendment above imicated-by which separate ballots were required in the electoral colleges for the tvo offices--was the result of the intense excitement throughout the country dlrectly engendered by this contest. The earnest opposition of Al&lcru:dor Hamilton to Aaron Burr in the above-mentioned contest was the pril.lle cause of the duel by which Hamil ton lost his life at the hands of Burr, in 1804. 

"GeOl'ge Clinton, the fourth vice president, had· as a member of the Continental Congress voted for the Declaration of Imependence, a.r.d held the rank of brigadier general during the War of the Revolution. The fifth vice president, Elbridge Gerry, had been a praninent member of the Constitutional Convention of 1787. William R. King, elected in 1852, by reason of ill-health never entered upon the discharge of the duties of his office. By special act of Congress, the oath of office was adm1n1stered w him in Cuba and his death occurred soon thereafter. or the .33 vice presi-dents thus far elected, nine have been taken fran the State of New York. Adams and Jefferson, the first and second vice presidents, rendered valuable service to the young republic at foreign courts, each by election was elevated to the presidency, and their deaths occurred upon the same historic July I.- just 50 years from the dey they had signed the Declaration of Independence. A marble bust of each of the vice presidents has been placed in the gallery of the Senate Chamber. The office of vice president is one of great dignity. He is the presiding officer of the most august legislative assembly known to men. In the event of an equal division in the Senate, he gives the deciding vote. 'Ibis vote, ma.ny times in our history, has been one of deep significance. It will readily be seen that the contingency mey often 9ccur when the vice president becomes an important factor in matters of legislation." 

Material selected by 
. Doris S. Whitney 

History and General 
Research Division 
March 24, 195:f 



Hay 13, 1965 

MEIDtANDlM TO XDtMIT GOltDON 

FRt'»> 1'HE VICE PRESIJ)ERT 

The Attached tteiM)Z'andua supersedes that sent 

yesterday. 



May 13, 1965 

MEIDWIWJI TO XERMIT GCIUJON 

FIOII mE VICE PRESIDENT 

The fol.l.wJ.ng is • list of Interagency ea.itteea which I eMir ad the aeams by ·which they were e.t.t>lished: 
ChAirun., •atiOD&l Aeronautics 42 u.s.c. 2471(&)(1) and Spaee Council Act of April 2S, 1961; 

7S Stat. 46 
Chairaen, President's Co•ittee £.0 .. Ro. 10925, March on Equal f'.llployaent Opportunity 7:, 1.961; 26 F' .R. l.9n 
Chail"'MD • President's Coune.il on EquAl Oppcmtunity 

Cbaimm • President "s Council on Youth Fitness 

Honorary Chail"'Un, Rational 
Advisory eouncil on Ee01101de 
Opportunity 

Presiding Officer~ ~ic 
Opportunity eouncu 
Chairun, tiONil Advisory 
IDB1ttee on Peace eorps 

Travel-U.S.A. ec-ittee 

CAbinet eo-ittee on Job Developaent 

E.O. N • lll97 • Feb. 5, 
1965; 30 F .. R. 1721 

£.0. Ho. 10673, JW.y 16,. 
1956, 21 F .R. 5341 

Presidenti&l announce.nt 
of Jan. 29, 1965 

White Hou_se Press Release 
Dece 12. 1964 

Presidential letter dated Jan. 26. 1965 

White Houee Preaa briefing, 
Feb. 11,. 1965 

Presidential directive at 
aigning of Mupower lalend-
.nts, Ap,ril 26. 1965· 
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• OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON 



EXECl1riVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
BUREAU OF THE BUOOET 

Washington, D. c. 20503 

Mll}.10RANDUM FOR THE VICE PRESIDENT 

McGEORGE BUNDY 
DOUGIASS CATER 
RICHARD GOOIMIN 
CHARLES HORSKY 
DAVID IAWRENCE 
BILL t«>YERS 
LAWRENCE O'BRIEN 
MRS . PETERSON 

Subject: Interagency committees 

The President has requested that all departments and agencies review~~ 
by April 30, those interagency committees that they chair a. nd .. ;those 
in which they participate. Under our guidelines they will report 
to us primarily with regard to the committees which they cha~. To 
assure that all committees are included in the review, it would be 
helpful if you could consider the need to continue any committees 
that you p~rsonally chair. We would appreciate being informed of 
the names of such committees and the means by which they were e~tablished 
by April 30, so we can assure the President that this review covers all 
executive branch committees . 

In his remarks to the Cabinet on February 25, the President also noted 
the problem of keeping track of "press release" camnittees. In order 
to facilitate the overall management of camnittees, it is suggested 
that the Bureau of the Budget be advised whenever the establishment 
of an interagency committee by W4ite House Press Release or similar 
instrument is being contemplated. 

Director 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENI' 
Bureau of the Budget 

Washington, D.C. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE VICE PRESIDENT 

Douglass ·cater 
Richard Goodwin 
David Lawrence 
Bill Moyers 
Lawrence 0 'Brien 

Subject: Interagency committees .·, 

May 7, 

George Reedy 
Richard Reuter 
Jack Valenti 
Marvin Watson 
Lee White 

On April 12, I requested by April 30, a list of the committees 
that you personally chair. I would like this information so 
that I can assure the President that the report is complete 
for the executive branch. I weuld still appreciate having 
a list of the names of such committees and the means by 
which they were established by May 12. 

Director 

·, __ , .......... . 



OFFICE OF THE VIC E PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON , D . C . 

4-22 

To : John Stewart 

From: Julie 

Re: LIST OF V . P . AUTHORITIES 

You might like--for the files--

this complete list of powers . 
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DUTIES OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

DUTY 

A. Constitutional 

1. Assumption of duties of President 

(a) Becomes President if President 
dies or if no President is chosen 
or qualifies by start of term. 

(b) Becomes (or acts as) President 
on death of President (or upon 
his disability). 

2. Presiding over Senate 

Presides over Senate 

B. Statutory 

1. As President of the Senate: 

(a) Signs enrolled Bills. 

(b) Participates in process 
of electing a new President 
and Vice President. 

(c) Appoints: 

3 Senators to Advisory Com~ittee 
on Intergovernmental Relat~ons 

Senators to vacancies on Joint 
Committee on Printing 

12 Senators annu~lly to Mexico-
United States Interparliamentary 
Group. 

,, 
AUTHORITY 

Constitution, Amendment 20, 
sec. 3 (1933) 

Constitution, Art. II, 
sec. 1, cl. 4 (1787) 

Constitution, Art.I\ 
sec. 3, cl. 4 (1787; 

1. u.s.c. 106 (Act of 
July 30, 1947; 61 Stat. 634) 

3 u.s.c. 12, 13~ 15 (Act 
of June 25, 1948; 62 Stat. 
674) 

5 u.s.c. 2373 (a) (2) (Act 
of Sept. 24, - 1959; : 73 Stat. {04) 

ltl-1- u.s.c. 2 (Act offtarch 2, 
1895; 28 Stat. 962) 

22 u.s.c. 276h (Act of April 
9, 1960; ~ Stat~ ~) . 
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Senate delegates to Interparlia-
mentary Union conferences. 

3 Senators as regents of the 
Smithsonian Institute. 

20 citizens to U.S. Citizens 
Commission on NATO (jointly with 
Speaker of House). 

8 Senators to Joint Economic 
Committee. 

9 Senators to u.s. group at 
North Atlantic Treaty Parlia-
mentary Conference. 

2 Senators to National Fisheries 
Center and Aquarium Advisory Board. 

1 Senator to Board of Visitors of 
u.s. Merchant Marine Academy. 

Senators to vacancies on Senate 
Special Committee on Aging 

2 Senators to u.s. - Puerto Rico 
Commission on Status of Puerto Rico. 

3 Senators to Board of Visitors of 
Air Force Academy. 

3 Senators to Joint Committee on 
Navajo-Hopi Indian Administration. 

4 Senators to F.D. Roosevelt 
Memorial Commission. 

3 Senators to Board '0f Visitors, 
u.s. Military Academy. 

3 Senators to Board of Visitors, 
u.s. Naval Academy. 

1 Senator to Board of Visitors, 
u.s. Coast Guard Academy. 

22 u.s.c. 276c (Act of June 30, 
1958; 72 Stat. 246) 

20 u.s.c. 43 (Act of Aug. 10, 
1846; 9 Stat. 102) 

22 u.s.c. 1928 note. (Act of 
Sept. 7. 1960; 74 Stat. 818) 

15 u.s.c. 1024 (Act of Feb. 20, 
1946; 60 Stat~ 25) 

22 u.s.c. 1928a (Act of July 11, 
1956; 70 Stat. 524) 

16 u.s.c • . 1055 (Act of Oct. 9, 
1962; 76 Stat. 753) 

58 Stat. 220 (Act of May 11, 
1944) 

Sen. Res. 33, 87th Congress 
(Feb. 13. 1961) 

78 Stat. 17 (Act of Feb. 20, 
1964) 

10 u.s.c. 9355 (Act of Aug. 10, 
1956; 70 A Stat. 567) 

64 Stat. 44 (Act of April 19, 
1950) 

69 Stat. 694 (Act of AugJl, 
1955) 

10 u.s.c. 4355 (Act of Feb. 21, 
1870; 16 Stat. 66) 

10 u.s.c. 6968 (Act of Feb. 14, 
1879; 20 Stet. 284) 

14 U.s.c. 194 (Act of Aug. 4, 
1949; 63 Stat. 510) 

I 

I 
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(d) Administers oaths to new Senators, 
and to witnesses. 

(e) Certifies cases of contumacious 
witnesses to u.s. attorney when 
s~nate not sitting. 

2. As Vice President: 

.x 
Member of Board of Regents of 
Smithsonian Institute. 

Chairman of National Aeronautics 
and Space Council. 

Member of National Security Council. 

Names 3 cadets to Military Academy. 

Names 3 cadets to Air Force Academy. 

Names 5 Midshipmen to Naval Academy. 

2 u.s.c. 21, (Act of June 1, 
1789; R.S. 28); 191 (Act 
May 3, 1798; R.S. 101) 

2 u.s.c. 194 (Act of Jan. 24, 
1857; R.S. lo4) 

20 u.s.c. 42 (Act of Aug. 10, 
1846; 9 Stat. 102) 

42 U.S.C. 2471 (a)(l) (Act of 
April 25, 1961; 75 Stat. 46) 

50 u.s.c. 4o2 (Act of Aug. 10, 
1949; 63 Stat. 579) 

10 U.S.C. 4342 (Act of July 9, 
1918; 4o Stat. 845) 

10 u.s.c. 9342(e)(2) (Act of 
Aug.lO, 1956; 70 A. Stat. 563) 

10 u.s.c. 6954(a)(2) (Act of May 
28, 1928; 45 Stat. 788) 

C. Presidential Action (executive orders, directives, 
Mtters, announcements, etc.) 

*Chairman, National Advisory Committee on 
Peace Corps. 

Chairman, President's Council on Youth 
Fitness. 

White House press release, 
March 30, 1961 

E.O. No. 10673 (July 16, 1956; 
21 F.R. ~341) 

*In a letter to the Vice President, dated Jan. 26 1965, 
the President made him Chairman of the National Advisory 
Council of the Peace Corps and directed him to convoke a 
meeting of returned veterans of the Corps to assist in 
their problems. 
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Chairman, Committee on Equal Employment 
Opportunity •. 

Chairman, President's Council on Equal 
Opportunity. 

Coordinator, Federal equal opportunity 
programs (including civil rights) 

A~;signed task of finding new approaches 
to Federal agricultural programs, together 
with Sec. of Agriculture. 

~ Honorary Chairman, National Advisory 
~ . Council in anti-poverty program. 

Note: President told Economic Opportunity 
Council "I am asking Vice-P.resident 
Humphrey to take a leading role in 
the war on poverty." Would assist 
Mr. Shriver in coordinating and 
planning. 

"Travel-U.S. A. Program" 

At a meeting of the Cabinet, the 
President asked the Vice President, 
the Secretary of the Treasury, the 
Secretary of Commerce, the Secre-
tary of Interior, and Sargent Shriver 
to review the Travel-U.S. A. program 
and make recommendations 

Liaison with Mayors 

·' "The Vice President ... has agreed 
to assume another responsibility and 
try to be the Administration's point 
of contact with the Mayors of the 
United States. And working with 
Governor Ellington, we are going 
to try to have the cities and the 
Governors work more closely with 
us. . . . It 

E.O. No. l()j25 (March 7, 1961; . 
26 F.R. 1977 

E.O. No. 11197 (Feb. 5. 1965; 
30 F .R. 1721) 

Presidentts speech to National 
Urban League on Dec. 10, 1964 
(NY Times, 12/11/64; 1 :6) 

Presidential announcement of 
Jan. 8, 1965 (NY Times, Jan. 
9. 1965; 1:4) 

Presidential announcement of 
Jan. 28, 1965 (NYTimes, 
Jan. 29, 1965; 14:8) 

White House press release, 
Dec. 12, 1964. 

White House Press Briefing, 
February ll, 1965 (Washington 
Evening Star, February 12, 
1965, A-3: 1-3 

Remarks of the President 
at the Swearing-in Ceremony 
of Buford Ellington, as 
D1rector, Office of Emergency 
Planning, Press Release; 
March 4, 1965. 



Wnittb ~tatt~ ~tnatt 

MEMORANDUM 

Attached is a list of those 
commissions and committees to 
which the VIce President must 
make appointments in his 
capacity as President of the 
Senate. 



members . 

Z ISLAND, DISPOSITION F : PL 68-138, 8 th Cong., 1963 

JOINT COMMITTEE ON ~TOMlC ENE GY: l?L 703, 79th Con •• 1954, nine 
mem rs. 

CONSTITUTION COMMIS ON': PL 6·7 8, tb Cong., 1960. 

1959. igb,t membe:ra. 

F.D.R. 

FEDERAL RECORDS C UNClL: PL 754, lst Cong., 1961 

L 42.0, 88th Cong •• 19M, on m mber. 



L zo. 9th ong. s 1 25, five memb rs;. 

PL 170~ 7 Coug. • 1 lS. 

PL 

S~ 4. 5t..~ Cong., 1958 .. 

LA L 7- 83, 7tn oug ... 196Z., £our 

6()1, 7 h :Con • .. l 6. 

L 301. 78th C ng. , H44, thre m mb r • 

L 770, 70th 

.. rtONA.L CULTU L 85-. 1 ~ 5th Con . t 1 Sou, ree memuere. 

L 43 • Gbt Cong. ~ 

L PUBLIC L 754, 1 Coo. •• onv.e mem r. 

, thr members .. 



... .. 

~.TO! L 6 9, Con • , 1)56, nin m m r • 

L 6·11 , tb on • • l O. 

NA L 16 Oth COn • , 194 • !our 

L 7-75 , 7th Cotlg., l 62 

0 

L 6- 1, 8 th Con • , 

P 86· zo. S6t g ... 1 6 

h. C 1 •• 1 6, t :ree memoera. 

PL 87-58 , 87th Cotl • I 196 , two tn mb ra. 

PL 194. c Co • I 1 04 

S.E L 178, 83d Co • , 1953 

L 106. tb. Con'.-, 1 55, fi 

E: L ·272. 6th Co g . , 195 ;f 

L: L 1· , 87th Con • • mb • 
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