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EXPl.hHATicrs . 2: 

All the ubove t;iven in one scene : lad at work, coming to the ohacl. ; wit 

thes:> men in the evening ; dreumine away ; e.nd u 11tt"'"e surly . 

His turn to 60 to a comparutively near settlecent. (They're c1t of 
~?.. %· St'r that th itlea? I a.on ' t knor. the Alaskan ccuses - of- i:mshing) . 

The nail. Three Jett rs or sets of letters from each of the threo 

~ cr~.c.ns in c.,tuostion . An· so he C:.oesn ' t s ... encl ~ny ti ·_ ~ da .c e; ha.11 or 

cin-nill . ~Jc He tuc' s a\7ay the le t ters , as ~einc v~ ~ere.::. to read 

ri:xh rit;ht away . ....n tl.e wo.y bo.1...1 , ' Le r:akcs a scrt o~ sanctuary out 

cf snow , er does SOQ.e stun'!. o" the kind . Sure; .. e ' .... ycun....., a1 d sen-

ti. ental. ..~ · i"EH:tus th first two _et t_rs or ..,ets of l t te1·s: !'rom 

h- - unc:c , :.hen those cf tho idol- rrie1:.d. 

An~ i.Jvth of these ... en reeo.J:d him as sti_l beine t.r.e )o ... nc:; ass \ho hud 

~us t ed hio tiLe in ~e c:ty. Tho lot tc.:.J ) " .der a veneer : uff ection o..)\.,O.. 
) 

~ dist·nc~ly . ine ; disti1.c t l~ chilly iett~rc t..re they . "They 

ar tl r.:t :.e has ... ad. o. strike . They £..re very ulad to .... lr he has .... udc 

c t r ike ; rnd Will he pi ase send them th ir cash at once . They need 

i t. 11 {tl.ich , uctuc.lly , ::.111 y don 'f ) . 

Th t' s her .. h ti tl of th story co ....... :: in: Th se o: .LC \ Ul1t I.;Xl L.J 7 

.. Tiers . The~ unt :.i .. , b cuusc h.: has onct been hil.::sh , to ;~e : 011 

t.::a...t'lcininc the... t he a.:c:.n r t . UI: to do ... hi w d , id l eun to do tho. t. They 

o not trust him. That ' ... ·-:·.t:.t r.e .·eatls ir: the .l. tte:rs • .. G. so his 

d. Wl:S of joyously m cti:--1g thcl'l t...O glir.u:i r:r.g . 

Hu tucks lmck the let tors of t:11.:. elr:i.. . He. cun ' t beo.r to read t.1e .... , 

but he can ' t bear to destroy them. He ' _ ... ~.e i the .. ; "~r sa:r cix 

._onths:; nnnnnhnnn t 1 en destrcj: t! o. unor ned . ':1hus , Le will not 

kno\'; .. Lether she t00 wants hi. .. to exr~lc.in is soul ur not ; an .... he can 

!)er.·_ s r ta.in lmr. tl e i .. age of her ... s · ... i1;;Vi1.g in bim. If , in 

her lettc~s , she Gho-s her&elf as ~oin_ ~o --- why , a·1 r:ght. rr she 
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d ... esn ' t beli vc in him , he pre~crs not to 1a1ovj it . 

Re cun' t pay his unc_e ~nc1 idol yet , but he ccr. in the s: ring 

'· th int rest , he adds , .;i-•.!.mly . (Ir. the srring? I dUi"1llO .l::ov: the 

.. lc.skan t.:.n.es - of-cashing- J.u.s t ~.nt'l t hat ~ort o:.' thi. . .: runs . But he 

l.!t...n ' t pay for _ui te f ~o e ti e ye t). . . 11.cn h 'I:vES ! ay up , he ' 11 

s t ay .i.._,ht here in .• ::..aslca --- v . .:.th rr.cn who do trust :.t.::.~-. hi .. 1 , ven 

·hen he ' G sur ... y t o him ; and \7ho do NOT ch.:.llL.y \\Unt L.im to ex .... ~~.::.n his 

$0Ul . 

So b~ck to the ~hack . une an i5 ·n , Ls he returns . 

"I ' rn wi ~h you ~ 11 he c1·ies tb th .... t man . 

the .... w.ucl': o!' u cauce :::'_;.,rejoicing, .t.h uncl t' f' mo.n ret_rt s , 11 Goc1 .1. 1 

I!:it:;hty , :lon ' t I see you are~ " 

"You don 't su.vvy . I ' n: !'cally i'r.:.th :loU? vl.:: .. o.n , l'~'"L ha.cl a 

Just Ltd. so ... e letters f o,_ the de~:k de-yar onus ..... : ho ... e; the 

' here is ~Y ~"~qrl~G boy ~oniLht? 
. ; l_ , ~rou Cl1Ul f , re YCU Still a fl''igJ t: 

... ort . 'J...;..vvy'!" 

'I stl.VV y . W lcor.10 to our' midst . " 

TLu !, nig:1t he was the eccntost .... f t .. e J 1 t tl bunch • 

. ~::r1 ' s 
.... _ri.. ..... comes; the tL.c '>i.1n he \ras to :iectr_~ th /1 tt"'r~ un-

recd , so us to 1·etcl:un r:.ght R!-;.Rre :: .e th r ""1 c y , .. ere .:' "v L-r~bl; c::r 

l - t. • S1rir _ •tthen he wr..s to pR~rx sen.! .101u t .. c ~cugh , bt.t d~ ~ _elo-

Jra ut ic 11 we , I s.lELl ~tay ruJ01.'"' thesu l"Uggecl men but h0nes t 11 stur t. 

, ..... ·' . ....... u. he . ikE:s r·icht out. :'er ti e States , insteo.c! , •;i th the n:un fer 

h,.. share of the mine in his walle t . '">u., i c1 ... esn 't read ti1e ...., ... rl 's 

l~ tt er~ yi: t . For , !f they .\PJ. fo.voruble --- vhy , he t (1• ' t read ther.1 1 

.. - he ' .... woin._; tc her j ust as rast as h~ can , i:\l1Y\ ay. ·~11 • i!' t:1ey 

are not trustinc; - --- \ 'ell he i ..... 1 .a·:~ her trust him , now . . .nd 
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as e es 1 .s r u eek; 0 :one r 

" ~0~t ; o long r o ie.e ~ent us to . c'li_J.y ... o. le o.. t-

d hi- to x. · n .1 
... 
" t ' e ~~~ gA...L.l:X 1 l ' s ra~e -------

·h t sort of 

u ..... not; 

er 1..1 i . t. 

-

R ' .., - ·e d t.; 0 , 

..,_}. ... 10 ·,a Oil .... ms c st o" 

to 

1 x. l ..... natio .... . 

1 . 

~~~ 

~' ~. ~,.~"}-~ 
~ ~A-+.. V"'-4._ '""' ~. 

--



Letter to 3i~c1Pir Lewis 

·"le:n Ellen , Oct . a. , 1910. 

Your plots came in l:::st ni¥ht , ·nd I h::ive pro1:}:.tly tEken nine 

(Q) of them , for ~hich s2~e , ~ccorlln to invoice , I am remitti~~ you . . -

Some ;)f the re,iected ones l·ere -ot suiteJ. to ::JY te111:t:er prent ; 

others did not suit becau ·e I rm too :J.ar:m lazy to i i up r-eql.1is i te data 

or "' t~ :)S'"l-iere. 

I iian' t ea.re to tec&.ls the .. orl:l :folice (shi~h is c: splendid 

.. 
require only ti:ne "n:i rel --ej. fi~· n~~ 1 ~rcssure for: .nef .o put thr0.i 

I' ll· let you .:..un'· "henever one J y'Jur clots i s cubliahe:J. . 

" :1n -e1. 31-c c..::1r il 11 '.-:as :u bli sh e l in 3e t . nur:1 Jer of' Tric.. L_ V :!..:\ , 

, • 

a ~onthly ma~ zine issu71 in Chica.o . 

I have 20 ,000 eras done 0n the Assa~sination ~ureau , And -or 

the f i rst ti e i n my life c.m st lck l:l.n;:l 11 ~ us tei . I ha;ven ' t ione my 

0 at by 1 t ' PDQ C'-ll'.'10'.:>t m· ke up 'JJ.Y mind ·hether or not t.o 0 r '1ead . i th it. 

3e sure to senj me l."10 s t'rom t,ime tJ r1 re , 1r·ith pri•.;e3 ?t 1 "'c· ed , 

ani for' heaven ' 5 '3' e , r=>me""J er :he ones I c.~e , so t~ t yJu ·1 on ' t :rwl e 

t'le mist~ .. e of •,·r1t1n - the~ liI= .. Yourself so e tir.'lc. 

I n a wild. rush , 

Sincerel y yours , 



Letter to Sinclrir Le•·is 

~e·r 5ircl~ ir Lewis : 

Medforl , Qr3a:on 

Au 3u> t 18 , 1911 

I 

I n reply to yo1rs )f Au.=:ust 7 , 1911 , hich hrs .1ust C[U12:ht me 

here in 30uthern Ore~on . ~e hrve Jeen out t· o 0nthg Pnd · h· lf no~ Jn 

~ irivin~ tri o , 1th f::>ur s~ddle horses ~itched up t0 a light ~ity ~rar . 

N,,k.,ta is ·ith us . e evpect to be ho~e in 2~other ~onth 0r ~ix wea ~ . 

And yJu 0°n 1 t t el l me anythin: 1 b~ut ~Juntain roP:s . 

I con not ber:in t::> tell you ~o 1 , ch I re ret thci t y JU ~nd. 

Jhrrley Aixen ii1 not 3te~l the p::>ster fo~ t~Pt Jack Lordon ci er . r~ 

you ~et ~oli of it , •ad for heaven ' s sale , s ylu love ma 5o ~et hold Jf 

i t , '3eni it ~10. 

The pri efi ht story , 'J.Ild~r the title of The Abysm~l 3r.i te , 

h';I ~ aope8re.:i in The ?opul'" r ::a~s. i~e , in one or the other U!f its t•:·o 

i33 ues for the mont"11 of Au,;ust . Loo :e it up "nd. tell ne •·hat y-::Ju think 

af it . Sftm Ber~er , ~ho +h1~~3 he is ~y 3rm 3L.iben~r , I hear 13 loo~ing 

to punch •ny he'"' i off . 

Any tiTe ou v·ant to .iis·.ose of more 1 lots , <Jend them lon ... . 

I n a ru3h , 

3i11cerely yours , 



Octo >er ")O , 1911 . . 

!)ear Le·"is : 

I n re~ly to yo1rs of Oc ober 1, , 1911. Yes , I recei ved the 

olots ao-ne t i ile "'""0 , bi1t h"'ve nJt :Jeen home very much. Plea3e find 

inclosei my chec!i'. for " 15.00 for l':-Il!.: ~1.\Ir OF JO:JlOR .... r a.n.i\ , THE JE3E3l'E3 , 

~nd ..... ~E '"ER .:..ov3. Sever' 1 rec- sons pr~ven t 'Ile from :t;ikin ~. more of tl1em. 

I n the f i rst pt~ce , a number of ttem re re-ul·r O. Henry plots . 0. 

Henry co.il:i h 0 ve h'ad.led them , .... nd they ' d h...,ve .Jeen -regt for h~s stvle 

of' hrn:ilin"" . A.n.:i the:l , aince the first of the year ! ' ve bec..n ,. or~ine; 

:u i e s te"'aily on the S • .Jh.E "Jr.:LLE t les for l'RE ..-:o ::i .0- OLI rAN , ani the 

3UN r LE3 in 3ATUL-1'.JAY EvE .... r~~ .P05T . You see , I haven't been usin- up 

e~y outside s~ort s tory ijess Pt · 11 . 

H:i •·· voul:i you sug.1 est ~ DOS5 i bly ~l .... y out of InE 1 .. :SY3 . .L 

3::1.U "fe:? I cfln ' t 9oss i 'oly see any . Fran,tly, I don ' t mo v·hether I' m 

mn ~in -z '1loney :::>r losin'! T.J.:ey oy ···or.-:in · up so~e :>f tho s e .Jther short-

st')ry i :ieas I -".>t f rom ou . r ;:1<:e Trli .~3-> 1 L ut'i.U E , f'.)r i::isvc.nce . I 

"'Ot ~1200 . 00 for it, afrjer i t h~d. )een refused by the f irst-cl"33 ma3:--z i !'les . 

H· i the ti:i;e I ievoted to it been ievoted to 3· .. 0?'..E .~ELL:!..': or 3JN r LE3 , . 

I ' d h~ve ·ot ! 3000 f~r t he sa~e ~ma1nt Jf ark . 

The fore~~in is merely in repl y to JJUr qu!estiJn. Personally , 

d.es.:iite the ""'<'c,,. t'1'<t it did not m. ~e " f in nc1~1 killin _, , I' m 1arned 

z l d I rote r.IZ .~.3Y·H.:- .... dt\ul'S . 

1'1.an:ts for the tip ·1b.J1lt t'.1e l'Je•,., H<. mpt)n C::>lumbi rn ?~a-z~zine . 

Lud.i li~ , they :lo -iot o e roe <::nythin,;r . .:1u t you can und.erstan:i ~o' e·-tremely 

v::ilu:-··"'le your tip ·0·11 have been h"'d t 1-ey been in my :leot . 0ee ~ Any 

ti:re you "et ~ tip 11 lre that , ;end 1 t ··lo ne: . 

Sincerely yours , 




