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Gentlemen:

We are enclosing to you a manuscript
by Flora Annie Steel, the well-=known author of
ON THE FACE OF THE WATERS, THE MERCY OF THE LORD, etc.

It is & war story with a rather more
human note thean most war stories. Being of that
character you will understand that we should be
greatly indebted to you for an early decision upon
it.

The London publishers of Mrs. Steel have
requested us to ask seven one-half cents a word for
the story.

Sincerely yours, .
. 9

W
‘:::::;::>\AA~(:jzc5_*/«\
GEORGE H. DORAN COMPANY

SL.O
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poaturday Evening Post,

Dear Mr. Lorimer:
Having been == well, not a
magazine editor, but near to one, in fact

across the room from him, I know it isn't
canomical to thank Personages for accept-

ing stories, but I do want to thank
for your darn nice letter accepting "Nature,
Ine "
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Dear lire Lorimer:  yi! ' [}
Inhk%ndfng you the enclosed story

I want to comment that I do not plan to meke your

life a burden by bombarding you, now thet you

have accepted "Naturey Inc." But if you should

like, I'd be gled indeed to send my stories to you . .

before sending them anywhere else -~ as I've done wtt

ba#th the story you took and the one I enclose.

BY-°$'
For four solid years, now, I've been workigg_%g,//—(;jld
two novels, "Our Mr. Wrenn," which Harpers{pub-

lished last year and "The Trail of the Hawk,"
which Harpers will publish, and maybe feature a
little, next month.

1
5 G

S0 now I've started at short stories with the
accumulated plans and plots of four years, and
& certain pleasure in turning from terrifically
long things,without a Belgian's chance of being
serialized to magezine work again,

In particular, I have plans for & serisl -- no,

I ain't going to bore you with the plot ~- and

a desire to do some Post stories about my native
state, Minnesota, which has some exceedingly dram-
atic stuff that has been practically untouched in
fiction,

The enclosed story, "The Kidnapped Memorial™ has
some of those Minnegota characters., It's one on
which I've been working for some months, and been
holding that it may not be too long before Decora-
tion Daye If you like the Thing enough, could you
w21t so long before next Decoration Day as this?

“It's much the best short story I've ever written,

if my editorial Judgment is eny good on my own stuff,
If you like it, like the Middlewest flavor of ¢, I
may bother you with some other Middlewest stories,

Po Do Qa

Uml Geel Let's sees Your working-time is valued at
$1.50 per minute. Two minutes to read the =bove Char-
acteristic Bffusion from Promising Young Author. Net
cost, $3,00 (if you reed it all,) Gosh, that's what
you get for writing me so pleasant and entertaining

a letter as you did in accepting "Nature,® Inec,"
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August 27, 1915,

and morning

K.,M.Goode, Esqg.,
The Saturday Evening Post,
Philadelphia,
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Octeber 4. {f
‘) g
K.M.Goode ,Esq., " .

The Saturday Evening Post.

Dear Mr. Geode:
Story enclesed,
See you Friday?
A little dinner?
Greetings.

Truly,

‘ : F
SWC/QW - >

PS: Aw, this isn't such a tightwad letter as it leoks, It's the result
of leng and careful though en the subject eof hew te be fresh without
being flipe. I could have penned a theusand werds in the time it toeek me
te turn eur the immertal lyric above., Gesh yeu getta get the editers
inte geed lumer with yeur letter -- I kmew it because of all the cunnin'
little letters that come te me with mss. SL.

Enclosed:
IN OUR JOLLY FASHION
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November 3, 1915,
Goode:
; I spend all of yesterday -- election day -- in
Fernately wondering how much we suffragents would be beaten,
afid in omp?oting the Boss story; came in with it# under my arm
this morning, and found your letter inquiring about it aw;ftlng
mé, It gives one a chance to say "How small “the world is after
all," or "Well, well, ain't it curious how them things happen,"
or "Is it hot enw“Zh for you tpday,"” or any of those comments on
coincidences. - q+wo pacrt Stov-y \t?)
It's enclosed and[éZ's called "If I Were Boss.," Though you
would almost certainly find it here in the envelope if I didn't
advise you of its presence,
Am I going to see you the last of the week? I very much hope
80, Thanks a lot for the post card.

K.M.Goode, Esq.,
The Swmrﬂd; Evening

11y

o

e

e

Sincerely =- humbly -- re
_ESEE;;:L~;<LJL§Lk/\

Poste

spectfu
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f  Carmel, Calif,
B January 2, 1617,

Churchill Williams, Esq., K\
The Saturday Evening Post, \£f1
Philadelphia, Pa, =

Dear Mr,., Williams:

Over a year ago the Post considered for sone
time my story of Decoration Day, "A Kidnapped Memorial." It was
finally rejected, but I had a long talk with Mr, Goode about it,
I understand that you-all liked the central idea, but disliked
variocus details -- especially a confusing multiplicity of char-
acters,

I have let the story 1lie fallow for more than a year., I have now
changed it greatly, particularly in the matter of cutting out the
unnecessary characters, and thereby focusing the interest on the
central person, and I am sending it back to you in the new version.

I hope that it is so changed throughout -- in almost every sentence =--
that you will not have that tedious experience which I well remember
from my own years of ms.-reading, of having to wade through the too
familiar pages of an 0ld Friend!

Sincerely yours,

i A 1{;_¥14¢ercla
= S Gt g









