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_.,...,...,. 1 Jc.mos Avenue, South, 
Mi ea.polis, Minnesota . 
Feb ua.ry 4, 919. 

George H. Lorimer, Eoq., 
The Saturiay R7eninG Post, 
Philadelphia. 

Dear Mr. Lorimor : 
I never got your letter of 

the eighteenth, saying thn.t you would be at 
homo , till I lanied back here in Minnoapol1P . 
I h2M a lot of fun with my play . 

The onclosod, just- finished tale is less than 
half the length of the stories I usually send. 
you, but I hope that it m.c::y prove to be mili-
ly o.muninG, vnd poscibly a little out of tho 
usual in plot . 

As it is so short, I nhould not expect for it, 
if you proved to li1rn it, more than a fraction 
of the_ price you_ h!l.ve been paying me . 

I hope V::u1l.1om io all right no • Lord. he 1 n had. 
hard luckt 

Sincerely yours, 

~ · J~ ___ _:, VV\ 



ebrrr:.i.ry 20th, 191::>. 

, 

io <>till 
. n. u._ mo du.ys 
thon . a h s .a turn for t o 
we ar rether hcpe:f'w.1 

Slnoero - you:rs 9 

!Jr. Sinclair Lol7is. 
L-J 
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Dear Mr Lorimer: 

1801 James Avenue~ South, 
• .!1nneapo11<;1, Minn, 
March 10, 1919. 

A storyl 

Sincerol :· yours, 

GeorGe H. I,o'l:'im~n~, Esq , 
The Set1n"'d.ay EvenL-rig Poat, 
Philall.eJ.ph1a. 
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The Editors, 

1801 Jam.sa Avenue, South, 
Minneapolis, Minn., 
February 28. 

The Saturday Evening Post, 
Philadelphia. 

Gentlemen: 
As I am selling book-rights on my serial 

"Ft'ee Air," recently taken by the Post, may I ask 
you to be ao good, at your leisure, as to let me 

r b- --J-have return of'I r1{5hta on that woJ..,k? 
Cl ~ """ ~ )( 

<i.Y' O 'W\Q.1-1 ~ 

Sincerely yours, ----. - l 

~ 'o~ c:::::==-- -=:::> VV'-~ ---



April 17 ,1919 

Dear rr. t~ · h: 

Yo;u- .;; ,ri ·11 h s no i been 

deflntely 3che uled to tart in th~ hsue 
-of th'J est for !'a; ::;lat . 

''li 11 be "::;n t you a so c,n 11s th., lasb. 'ns~al-

ment i out . 

Mr . Sincl'.ll · Lo riio 
N- :• 

Sincerely yours a 



Geo~ge . Lorimer, ,sq., 
The Sa !J.t"J.ay Even1ne Poat, 
Phil elphla. 

n.r ?Jr. Lorimal: .. ; 
Thank you for scndin3 me Connolly's 

letter, which I hero 11th return for your filos. 

I hav~ thou"'ht of tho No:l-.i.. artisan IJeag-1e as a. pos-
sible topic for fiction, but it seems to me atill 
t1Jo controversial ani too u.nsettlode The IJeague is 
at111 so new that thor is no tolling what it may 
do. 
I think that about M~y 1at I shall go up to a Min-
nesota town called Fcre;us Falls, for the summ~r. It 
is in reach of Dakota plaL~o on one side, of North-
ern 1nnesota bi~- ·:ood.s and p1nea and Indian reaov-
rations and iron rnnges on the other. I hopa +o get 
some good fiction out of it, and possibly a Non-Par-
t1nan story mlght come out of it. 

I am now adding to the "Free A1"t' 1 ms. fo, book-form. 
A:f'ter that, I hope the gods will cause me to do a 
ge11 of a good Post story. 

Sincerely yours, 



~) 1801 James Avenue, South, 
Minneapolis. 

April 22. 

Dear Miss Neall: 
Thank you for your letter. There is 

no hurry at all about the reassignment on Free Air. 
As a matter of fact I may postpone its book publica-
tion till next spring, because I want to add a good 
deal to it for book form. Consequently I hope no one 
will take any special bother to rush the reassignment. 
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Address till June 1 : 
The Maryland, 
Grant and Vine Plaoe , 
Minneapolis , Minn . 

May 16, 1919 . 

:ge Lorimer , Esq ., 
Saturday Evening Post , 

.Lladelphia . 

Dear Mr . Lorimer : 
Here is a story, THE ENCHANTED HOUR . 

June lat we go down to the country, and from then till 
September I may be viewed in a flannel shirt washing 
the oar and ardently discussing whether the Dundas 
road is better than the Watertown pike or not . 



i ny 20 , Hll9 

'.l_'l c lo acccpte 

Poi.::t. ;ne . choc·, . ill 

'ti ... n. lee.so. 

< • Clair ....c· .i G 
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315 South Broad Street, 
Mankato, Minnesota. 

Jv 'l\ ~ llillr' 4 1 1919. 

George H. Lorimer, Esq., 
Saturday ETening Post, 
Philadelphia. 

Dear Mr. Lorimer: 

• 

A day and a half after I left Wyncote I was plowing 
through scores of miles of ble.ok-mud roads, oozy with eeTeral days of 
rain, driTing muoh family and luggage down here from Minneapolis; but 
now I'm settled and ready for work on the new noTel, Main Street. 

It may possibly be because my head is so full of that, but anyway, I 
couldn't, in all my thinking about ·it on the train and since, seem to 
formulate any good stories about the ma.id business -- eight hour day 
and so on__-- and, as I promised, I'm :hastening to let you know that 
fact, so tl:et you won't be held up in giTing it to some one else. I 
wonder if Wallace Irwin wouldn't do it well; he's done such darn good 
satire of late. Hang it, I oan•t seem to make the story oome with any 
of the zest that satire ought to have -- though I do have a million ideas 
for Main Street, and shall be aotually writing it tomorrow (in my office 
in the Kruse store, you remember, not Kruse Bros, Klassy Kollege Klothes, 
but Fred Kruse's -- the building with a real eleTator}. · . 
Please thank Mrs. Lorimer for her hospitality. I must say that your 
peonies and Dutch colonial houses make this land of wheat and red barm 
seem rat~er pioneerieh by contrast, but I do loTe it, and hope to get 
a good .varn out of ito 

Sincerely yours, 



315 South Broad ~treet , 
Uankato , Minn . 
June 6. 

Dear Mr . Lorimer : 
Thank you for forwarding the 

telegram. As a matter of fact it proTed that 
my wife was waiting for me in Minneapolis , dea-
pi te the casual air of her telegram , and after 
fifty miles of Free Air mud on second, she ad-
mitted that the plain and humble but vyryle 
male had his uses in the cosmos. 
I remember the country round Philadel phia as a 
dream and when you want a thrifty tenant 
Sayl Can a typewriter be attached t o a tractor? 



-June Gth. 1919. 

~ <loar Lo\ l : 

· 1 yua Jrito .!.. • · is 

-..1othinf; lott r baaed o yolll" pe o .al 

oz l icnca. I " ov nothing~ A o ... OX!JOri-

onco , / of the l!'-.OG ot3. ro:'.lrls . 

l phou.ld U;rn to 1w. VO 

Ur . avis' lotter back. 

Sinoe?•ely yotn" , 

~ f. Slnola:l Lewis . 



315 South Broad f3troet 11 
... f.ankf1to , Liinnosota . 
Juno 10" 1919 0 

Harry· G. Davis . Enq •• · 
Tho Uinnesota llighway Improvooout Ascooiation. 

ear llr . Davia : 

/ 
/ 

r.r. Lorimor" of the Saturday Evening Popt, lma 
8 .nt me .,,our lotter about my serial "Froe Air , " anti askod ma to 
nnouor £or him, since he knous little, from experience . of Min~ 
nosota roads. 

First of all please un~erstana tba t I am a ~anneaotan, by birth , 
and present resiG.ence; and tl:at I want -tourists to oomo hero" quite 
as nu oh for their mm sako as for Hinnos oto. ' s salw. And 1 t is my 
hope - - emu belief -- tha1t Free Air is much more liltely to bi·ing 
them hero "'Ghan. to turn thorn away. _ ease note tho deeoriptionc Of' 
aoonery - .. particularly that ct t he begir1:nin0 o:f instalment two o 
And note th"lt I do no·t, as you say to ... 1r. LorimeT., say that the 
roaua are i~pe,cnablo ; Si4QllY that·the~e is mnd after rains -- uhich 
the:re ia. The fact tba:f; Cla.ll'e fiuda mud Vlill bnvo far loaa e:f:f at 
on tourist than the doso~iptions of the glory of tho pr~iriea . 

Second, I believe that just becaaso we a.re oampaiGning :for the bo·htor 
roafis s.mondrnent , it helps rather than hinners to call attention t~ 
tho :fact th.at aur roads a.ro not perfect . - If' ·thoy are perfeot. wh.V 
spend (100. 000, 000 on thon? ~hy spend it if they•rc anyvhore noe.r 
pcrfooti And yon know o.na I know that there ' s a. 't1hole lot of ElDfiibD 
ppposition to tho umendoents among the farxaers. 

Third, as to uh~thor · they aro ,ospooially good. I need not talk to 
you - - you live here • . But let me say that I bave ariv n from one 
and of tho Dtcto to the other, sna do know the roaus . The hol 
whioh I doecribe as the one in Tihioh Claire vas stuok is tho aotua1 
hole in whiall I was otuok. With my \Jifo , and th cashior of tho 
First nat:i.onn.l Banl- of Sauk Centro . This hole we.a nea.r 
P:roeport. and ~e uoro stuo~ in it for four hours , in 1916 -- which 
is tlo oxaot date o:f Claire ' s boin.; stucK thoro , o.. I 1>oint ou.t in 
tho story (I say that it ' s the year before America enterea tho ~m.r }. 
It is truo that tho whole road from Ui:ince.polis to Sa.ilk Centre is 
bettor now• but jnst ti.vo uoeko ago I aro~e over it . and I not1ood 
ull&t tlm .. t came holo -had neon protty b a this spring. also that tho 
tJholc road is rough. Aloo beyond Sauk Centro is sots bado Also it ia 
bec1ly marked -- 1t•s oxtrenoly easy to i::,ot off it at Avon. st. Jos -
eph a1 Cl ju.at bo,yond Sauk Centre. - · 

About othei' roaaa I •vo noticau rooontly. i1ho 9emi-main h.ie;hwa.v from 
Taylor ' s Falls to st . Cloud is rotten in any woo.thor . Tho road fron 
llinneapolia here to filankato (I arovo it one wook ago) is almost im-
passable ..,,fter rains , -rihother you .:io by 110.y of Sba.ko:pee - - -:hich the 
T. I . B. book crivoa as a i!1D..in highuay -- or 'Ly way of clariba.ult . :Betwocn 
PQ:ribault e.na hore a· f:riona of' nine roco:rtly was stuck ";hxeo tirn~s ana 
~d 'to be"' 11.llu.le out . ~hen. ts. ?o the Jefferson Highway juet · 
south of 1.)t . Paul -- just after you cet of'f the lH~J•i>f'o Very bad . 

. p ~ \/E'ht€"'1 f.. 




