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1 James Avenue, South,
eapolls, Minnesota,
uary 24, 1919,

George H, Loriﬁer, Esq.,
The Saturday erning Post,
Philadelphia,

Dear Mr, Lorimer:

I never got your letter of
the eighteenth, saylng that you would be at
home, %11l I landed back here in Minneapolis,
I had a lot of fun with ny play,.

The enclosed, just-finished tale is less than
half the length of the stories I usually send
you, but I hope that it may prove to be mild-
ly amusing, and possibly a little out of the
usual in pio

As it 1s so short, I should not expect for it,
if you proved to iike it, more than a fraction
of the price you have been paying me,

I hope Vanl.oan is all right now, Lord he's had
hard luck!

Sincerely yours,
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1801 James Avenue, South,
Minneapolls, i{inn,

! A
Dear Mr, Lorimer: t
A storyl

Sincerely yours,
— - —— . )
> v Laan
George H, Lorimer, Esq.,

The Seturday Evening Posat,
Philadelohia,

March 10, 1919, £\
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1801 James Avenue, South,
Minneapolis, Minn,,

‘ February 28,

The Editors,
The Saturday Evening Post,
Philadelphla,

Gentlemens

As I am selling book=rights on my serilal
"Free Alr," recently taken by the Post, may I ask
you to be so good, at your lelsure, ag to let me
have retum?f) righte on that work?
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April 17,1919

Dear Mr, Lewls,

Your serial has nov been
dsfintely scheduled to start in the igsue
of tha Post.fo;\May Jlate The reasignrents
w11l be sent you as soon as the last instal-
ment is out.

Sincerely yoursas

¥r. Sinclair lLawis
N




far Ur, Lorimer:
/ Thank you for sending me Connolly's
letter, which I herewith return for your files,

I have thought of the Non~Partisan Leagre as a poS-
8ible topic for fiction, bubt it seems to me atlll
too controversial and too unsetiled, The League 1s
8t1ll so new that there is no telling what 1t may
do.

I think that about May 1st I shall go up to a Min-
nesota town called Fergus PFalls, for the summer, It
is in reach of Dakota plains on one side, of North-
ern Minnesota big-woods and pines and Indian reser-
vations and iron ranges on the other, I hope to get
some good fiction out of it, and possibly a Non-Par-
tisan story might come out of it,

I am now adding to the "Free Air" ms, for book-form,
After that, I hope the gofis will cause me to do a
Bell of a good Post story,.

Sincerely yours,




Minneapolis.

\
\\59 // 1801 James Avenue, South,
- April 22,

Dear Miss Neall:
Thenk you for your letter. There is

no hurry at all about the reassignment on Free Air.

As a matter of fact I may postpone its book publica-
tion till next spring, because I want to add a good
deal to it for book form. Consequently I hope no one
will take any special bother to rush the reassignment,

Sincerely yours,

e Jf;.







Address till June 1:
The Maryland,

Grant and Vine Placse,
Minneapolis, Minn.

May 16, 1919.

sdorge Lorimer, ESq.,
The Saturday Evening Post,
Philadelphia,

Dear Mr, Lorimer:
Here is a story, THE ENCHANTED HOUR,

June 1lst we go down to the country, and from then till
September I may be viewed in a flannel shirt washing
the car and ardently discussing whether the Dundas
road is better than the Watertown pike or not,

Sincerely yours,‘_iigp :
:: — - -










%15 South Broad Street,
Manksto, Minnesota.
Doum = ey 4, 1919, - s

George He Lorimer, EsSqe,
Saturday Evening Post, :
Philadelphia. = %

Dear Mr. Lorimer: ‘

A day and a half after I left Wyncote I was plowing

through scores of miles of black-mud roads, 002y with several days of
rain, driving much family and luggage down here from Minneapolis; but
now I'm settled and ready for work on the new novel, Main Streete

It may possibly be because my head is so full of that, but anyway, I
couldn't, in all my thinking about it on the train and since, seem to
formulate any good stories about the maid business -- eight hour day

and so on -- and, a8 I promised, I'm hastening to let yom know that
fact, so that you won't be held up in giving it to some one else. 1
wonder if Wellace Irwin wouldn't do it well; he's done such darn good
satire of late, Hang it, I can't seem to make the story come with any
of the zest that satire ought to have -- though I do have & million ideas
for Main Street, and shall be actually writing it tomorrow (in my office
in the Kruse store, you remember, not Kruse Bros, Klassy Kollege Klothes,
but Fred Kruse’s -- the building with a real elevator). =

Please thank Mrs. Lorimer for her hospitality, I must say that your
peonies and Dutich colonial houses make this land of wheat and red barm
seem ratWer pioneerish by contrast, but I do love it, end hope to get
& good yarn out of it. v

Sincarely yours,

o (]
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315 South Broad Street,
Mankato, Minn.
June 6.

Dear Mr., Lorimer:

Thank you for forwarding the
telegram, As a matter of fact it proved that
my wife was waiting for me in Minneapolis, des-
pite the casual air of her telegram; and after
fifty miles of Free Air mud on second, she ad-
mitted that the plain and humble but vyryle
male had his uses in the cosmos,

I remember the country round Philadelphis as a
dream and when you want a thrifty tenant -----
Sayl Can a typewriter be attached to & tractore?

Sincerely yours,

S
e ' \ ‘ fhm“'"
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512k§§§th ?::gd izreet. C{/QYJQQ&//’,
Ya linneso A
June 10, 1919, o <’ ///
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Harry Ge. Davis, ESQes’ <
The Hinnesota Highway Improvement Associatione

Dear Mr., Davis:

- Mr. Lorimer, of the Saturday Evening Pogst, has
sent me your letter about my serisl "Free Air," and asked me to
answor for him, sinsce he knows little, from expericnce, of Min-
nesote roads. : 3

Pirst of all please understand that I am a Minnesotan, by birth ,
and present residence; and that I want tourists o come here, quite
a8 much for their own sake as for Minnesota's sake., And 1t is my
hope ~= and belief ~~ that Free Air is much more likely t0 bring
+them here than to Hurn them away., Please note the descriptions of
seonery =-- pariticulerly that at the beginning of instalment two.
And note that I do not, 28 you say to lir, Lorimew, say that the
roads aré impassable; simply that there is mud efter rains -- which
there is, The fact that Claire finds mud will have far less effeot
on tourists than the deseriptions of the glory of the prairies.

Second, I belieove that just because we sre campaigning for the better
roads smendment, it helps rather than hinders %o call attention o
the fect that eur roads aré not perfecte If they are perfect, why
spend (100,000,000 on them? Why sgena it if they're anywhere near
perfects And you know and I know that there's & whole lot of muichm
ppposition to the amendments among the farmers.

Third, a8 to whether they are‘eSpeciallﬁa%ood, I need not talk %o
- you == you live here. - Bubl let me say t I have driven from one
end of the state to the other, and do know the roads. The hole
which I deseribe as the one in vhich Claire was stuck is the asctual
hole in which I was stuck, with my wife, and the cashier of the
Pirst National Bank of Mlmmmombam Sauk Centre. This hole was near
Preeport, and we were stuck in it for four hours, in 1916 == which
18 the oxact date of Claire's being stuck there, a8 I point out in
the story (I say that it's the year before America entered the war)e
1% is true that the whole road from Minneapolis to Seuk Centre is
better now, but just two weeks ago I drove over it, and I noticed
+het that seme hole had been pretty bad this sprinis 2ls6 that the
whole road is rough. Also boyond Sauk Centre is gets bade. Alse it is
badly marked -- it's extremely ¢asy to get off i% at Avon, St. Jos=-
oph and just beyond Sauk Centre. : '

About other roads I've noticed recentli. The semi-main highway from
Toylor's Falls to St, Cloud is rotten in any weather, The road from
Minneepolis here to llenkato (I drove it one woek ago) is almost im-
pessable after rains, whether you go by way of Shakopee -= which the
T.I.Be book gives as a mein highway -- or by way of Paribault. Belween
Fgribau%t end here & friend of mine recently was stuck three times and
had to be hauled out, Then take the mme@ Jofferson Hirhway just -
south of Ste Paul -- just afber you get off the h&ghln;? Vg;g bade

: ¢ havemeni.






