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For William Fadiman 
Suggestions on the screenplay from gideog Planis h as made by 

Sinclair Lewiso 

The fundamental story of the novel, Gideon Planish 7 is not 
an account of climbers and useless org9.nizations and philanthropic 
fakers at all. The rea l story is that of a fairly g ood-natured, 
fairly competent college professor who would have remained a second-
rate college professor all his life except that he was desperately 
and honestly in love with his wife, Peony, a pretty, jolly and 
warm-he8. rted g irl.? a number of years his jw-iior. She is extremely 
extravagant and yet she is not the ordinary gold-digger because 
what she wants is homes and possessions and expensive meals to be 
enjoyed by both of them. Yet her ex travagance does drive him on 
to perpetual striving and intrigue and that not in any ordinary 
commercial field but in a field where he is supposed to be 
altogether noble and humanitarian. 

His probl em is to hold her without either be coming too mmch 
of a hypocrite or wearing himself out with incessant conferences, 
speeches? committe e meetings. If he can get her back to the 
rustic colleg e where he met her? maybe he can hold her and satisfy 
her appetite fo r luxury and meeting celebrities without killing 
himself$ 

Now t.hat is the real story as stated in the novel -- and it 
is not any "expose" but a love story. ]h making the film I would 
start it rr ore th~n h9.lf the way through the actual bo ok and would? 
without chang ing the characters as they appear i n the book at all, 
sugg est t he invention of a number of new incidep.ts along with the 
present incidents a lready in the book to portray this drama tic 
story of trying to hold love and not be ruined by the torrent of 
big city phil anthropi c activitie se The real center of the book ~nd 
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probably the star of the picture becomes Peony~ with Winif r ed 
Marduc as the second lea d, Gideon as the third? Winifred 's 
husb01.nd~ H3. r old 5 as the fourth 51 and old Colonel M:lrduc as the 
f ifth~ vve start the picture after Gideon and Peony have met the 
Mstrduc outfit or just before they met them. Winifred finds this 
g irl Peony very competent in the way of being quick-witted~ 
tactful and :i.11 sorts of people5> very appealing to men and not 
disliked by women . Peony is a na tur::il intriguer. The only thing 
is tffit it has never occurred to Peony that she could jus t 8.S 

well ln ve the career, with her husband as secondary 9 instead of' 
his having the ~areer, with her getting out of it only 1Nh'l t he 
v1ants to g ive her . 

vi/inifred 1 s encouraging her to toi. ke the l ead is alrea.dy 
portrStyed in the book but for the p icture I would sharpen it and 
emph:::lsize it. And Peony comes to occupy important positions on 
co mmittees and to be an off icer of d ifferent org9.nizat i ons as, in 
the story in the book,, she ha s no t yet done at the end . In the 
f ilm 'idnifred would have fa r more control over her father and her 
father ' s activities than she does in the book -- she would be a 
re.a l v;oman czar of philanthropic and sociolog ica l vwrlds. Peony 
even ~ets invited to lecture for money and in this lecture she 
expresses an extreoely low opinion of m3.le intelliz2nce with poor 
Gideon , seated in the f ront row in the l ec ture hall, h::lving to 
listen and take it. 

The more Wi nifred boosts Peony, the chillier she is to Gi de on 
till finally Gideon is able to hold his job with the DDD on ly by 
the i ntercess ion of Peony. 

There is of course5' in the picture? a background of commi t te es, 
conferences, lectures in hotel ballrooms as in the book , but very 
much 12ss of them ::i. nd with much less emphasis on the wastefulness 



7/19/43 -3-
or actual crookedness of many such organizations. 

Winifred 's husband~ Harold the Major -- is a lso pl a yed up 
much more 3.nd we have scenes in which Winifred puts him in his 
place, elegant and military-looking though he is. 

All of this should be in the vein of comedy rather than of any 
biuterness. I suggest a scene of a tremendous public dinner, 
everyone in his or her most expensive evening clothes 7 with 
ilini fre d presiding, some woman professor or doctor as the chief 
speaker, Peony als o saying a few choice words, and Colonel Marduc, 
l\fJajor Harold and Gideon, all three s itting up on the dais at the 
speakers • t able, merely a lso-present. 

There are photographers with flashlights, the i nterv·iews with 
the fem.a.le dignitaries before the dinner, the celebrities and the 
celebrity hunters at their little tables looking up =i.t the glory of 
1,dnifred and Peony. H3.rold and Gi deon can not take it any longer. 
They sne3.k out of the magnificence of the huge hotel top-floor bal l -
room where the dinner is held; sne:3.k dovm by back sta irs and service 
elev3..to r s to the bar room .Jownsta irs ? and there st3..rt in on some 
pretty :=a r ne-et drinking as t hey condole with each other over being 

the hus bands of celebr3.ted women, They are j oined by seven or 
eight other men, a ll perfect strangers to them, and to each other, 
who fee l themselves equa lly blocked in one way or .:tnoth<=:: r by 
earnest wives . The me eting becomes a love feast of oppressed 
ma.s culinity and pretty musical 1 when at the door of the room rings 
out. a feminine voice calling a masculine n3.me -- we do not hear 
ex3.ctly whs. t name s he is using~ the 11.; ord may be indistinct but the 
tune is unmistakeable, 3.nd every sin5le man at the round table 
springs up 5 turns tow:ird the door, and weakly says, "Yes , dear?" 

But when the woman st'3.lks in i t is to the b-3.rtender that she 
addresses her 5 "When a re you coming home?'' And the bartender 
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answers , 11 Wh en I get good and rc;ady -- scramo 11 

All the aggridUed men drink to this masculine h2roo 
The domination of Gideon by Peony has gone to a point where 

sh2 is likely to take his job a wa y from him~ when he receives an 
invitation from his old coll ege to r eturn and become its presidento 
This will be the first time that we shall have seen this college 1 

althou.;h it is possible that in a fl:1shback we may t he re see the 
young Gideon wooing the young Peony. He goes to the coll 2ge vd th-
out Peony and is highly pleased at :3.gain being received as an 
important man. 

He returns to New York and ha s a perfect c·ivil wa. r battle with 
Peony ~ nd Winifr 2d. He wins only by threatening to g i ve an 
int erviev1 to the papers about the private life of '/\fLlifred and 
Ha rold. 

Reluctantly, Peony accompanies him to the college and takes 
her po s ition as f irs t lady of ito But she is soon pleased to be 
dominat ing even in this much tinier kingdom without having the 
slightly overwhelming 11finifred bossing her. The film ,:;:nds with 
Peony pra ctically the pre s ident of the college ~nd her husband 
though not too discontent.;:d -- president in nc.me only. We end with 
a scene in which Peony t el l s how happy s he is to ba again just a 
sweet lit tle housewife -- only of course Gideon will have to fire 
that dr ea ry little prof essor of Gree k 7 who h :3. sn 1 t been properly 
humble to her. 

***************~** * **** 

I ha ve a notion t h3.t another scenario writ er would , as this 
pilian departs in many ways from the orig in~ l plan and ~s the str es s 
shoul d be :f9.r more on comedy than i s the book, handle t he s cenario 
much bett2 r t ln n I could. But Ji: suggest a few i nc ident s to be 
cons i de red: 
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GlL.eon off on 9. l e cture trip 9.nd the cx9.sper::i.tion of being 

g r eeted by horrible second cousins oi whom he lns never even he:::trd. 
This incident is suggested in the b ook. 

The former professor of poetry -- and advertising man who 
becomes a great journ:ilistic military expert. 

The fr3.ntic rivalry between v~rious celebrities as speakers 
St t a dinner o 

The dep3.rture for a time from comedy into sheer drama and 
emotion when Gideon suddenly discovers tha t the little wife h9.s 
be come the big boss and th9.t he c::i.n not laugh off the f9.ct th-9. t it 
is she 5 not he 5 tlho is chummy with Winifred 5 Colonel r-~ :i.rduc ::l nd of 
all sorts of othe r combined social:ite-phil3.nthropists. Peony c:.:in 
sit on the Colonel's knee ·::i. nd ple.y bridge with the French Colonel? 
3. t a big pe.rty, while Gideon is lucky if he isn't t:3. ken f or the 
butler . 

Gideon and Peony with rival booths at a big ch~rity fair. 
filch of them is trying to g ive ·=J..way improving money-b2Jg ing 
p3.mphlets, but no on e comes to Gideon 's? \'.1hile Peony's booth i s 
j ::i.mme d .. 

The p9.thetic yet exasper '3. ting come dy of the scholarly littl e 
crook who st-9.rts 9.n entir e ly f 'l ke org srniz 9. tion with nothing but a 
secret?. ry .:i.nd 3. g lib line of t a) .. k and 3. desire to g r3.b 3.S rrany 
donations as possible for his assets -- Gideon tries to put him out 
of business but Peony t 3. ke s a fancy to him ::i.nd snatches him i nto a 
s~fer '3..nd more l ucrative job with the DDD. 

Th rou6hout the story? the strong p3.rtisanship of C'3..rrie for her 
f ~ th2r, Gideon, as '3.gs.inst Peonyo Th ere c3.n be a r ::i. t h 2r touching 
comr ,_,Jeship in their surprise ::t.nd worry 3. S they d iscov;:; r tln t Peony 
is imnh::i.ndling, or wom9.nh'?-ndling , both of them .. 



- 6 -

Possibly the biggest scene in the screenplay would be a 

trianguldr one of Gideon, Winifred, 3.nd Peony in which Gideon 
f ights Winifr ed foot-to-foot for -- not the domination but the 

friendship of Peony; and ha, essenti~lly the Ca spar Milquetoa st 
for ~ 11 his or~tory, who re~lly just wants to be snug with his 

little wife, is siccused by \ivini:fred of being the tr:l.ditional 
m~sculine :triend trying t o dr ag all women b~ck to the harem. 
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'J:lheme: The e.a tiri c sagP. ::i.nd caree r of n profess i ona l do - go'Jder t nd 
upl ifter who s:r;ends his life directi ng or gan i zations P,nd league s . 

Professor Gi deon P l an i sh W8nted to be ~ SenRtor or Fl mi nister but 

he fi:1ds himse lf teaching publi c speak i ng a t Kinnik i nick College o His 

' real career starts when he fa lls in l~ve with Peony J Rckson 9 F. coed , 

and throws as i de his i.mderstr,nding mistress 'l1eckl e to ma rry her . Ex-

travagant Peony ' s yen for horrib l e bri c -a ~brac m2kes he r stRrt GideoL 

on the pa th of up lift viR a Censorship Boe.rd, the editor.ship of R rural 

education paper , A.n d eventua lly into a secure post in Rura l edu<JP.ti'Jn 

Foundation r1here Gideon l eRrns the techni que of mR iling out litere.ture 

With F-.. 11.Tessage 8-nd of prying fu:ids out of the phi l e.n t hrobbers - those 

"Jeal t h y souls. wi th a vague yee.rn i ng to do g ood in the world o Through 

contacts with other professional organ i zators Gideo~ work for every 

phoney up l ift r acket from crackpot church leagues to Cultural Esk imo 

Federa ti ans 8.nd out - and- out fll nt:i:-labor FE sc i 8 t groups . But Gideon es -

teems h i mse l f A. li ber8 l and he is h appy wi th the Dynamos of Demo :r rat i c 

Dire ction with wh ich Cc:i l one l Ma rdue and h i s dnugi.'1.ter , Dc:irothy Thompson-

esque Wi nnifred , hope to found an Americ2n Soviet under t heir control. 

Wl1en 1:r,r comes , Gi de on sick ens of uplift l eagues nnd \':ould g l F-d ly go 

be.c k to Kinnikinick , but he i s snared in h i s own v:eb . Pe ony is now 

working wi th Wi nifred 1 s f emin i st socie ty ·which plrns to g ive the U , S . 

over to the contro l of women and , of cour se , Winny c Al ready Peony is 

i n contro l of Gideon , he n ceforth she i s the nomincn t uplifter . 

' 
Reader; Ab Ja~kson ~r . 
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At the nge of t en Gi deon P l anish , son '.Jf u veternariRn tr;x i dermist 

in Vu l ce.n ( pop ~ 38;ooo ) in the great state of Wi nnemac , e.spir es to be-

come a Sena tor or a popul ar mi n i ster and tell the people in rotund and 

oratorica l phrases a ll about Liberty and P l ymouth Rock 0 

\ .. hen Gjdeon registers a t Adelbert College his hero is W5_l l ie.rr. 

Jr:nnings Bryan and he can 11. l ready quote the 1iCross of Go l d11 speech ·with 

only a few mistakes . He does so to the start l ed Dean 1<7hen he demands 

tote a llowed to take B'orensics and Extempore .Speaking , but the DeRn~ 
' e.fter arguing wi th him for a fev.' moments , col dly turns him down , for 

Public Speak i ng at Adelbert is re served to upperc l as:s n:;en Q 

Gideon P,l :so discover s thRt Debnt i ng is qr: upperc l e.ss perogHt i ve 

P..nd he comple.ins bitterly to n. :::ew found fr i end -- Hewi tt Hatch --

th8 t Adelbert appr; rer tl y doe sn 1 t wnn t in te lie c tuP 1 r;nd idea lis tic fresh -

rr.en . HRtch ; a cyn i c a l idea l ist hi8self -- qn ex - reporter who sneers 

at the inevitabl e tie - ups between pub l ic speaking qnd the Home , :Mother , 

The Bibl e i The F l ag and The Cro5s -- i s taken in by Gideon 1 s estimate 

of Gideon . He proposes tha t he and Gi deon st a rt a. Socialistic S ociety o 

In one minute he ccnve rts Gideon to Soc i alism , :=tnd Gideon is. so flc. tt -

ered that he q_uotes hi.s s8-l'\1tatory a ddre ss ( de l ivered nt Vul cqn High 

School ) which begins : "The f' rui t of the seven sea s o. nd the tro<', d 

f' ie l ds of the l egenJ.r«ry ~c.st a nd the bros.c1- bos ome d ~7est hn. ve be en 

ga rne red by our illustrious princes of trr1nsp ortation who hRve lent 

themselves to enlight~ned barte:r n0t to merely ex1)and their ov;-n pr i n -

re l y fortunes but to fill the hungry mouths of the clnmouring multitu -

des . •1 

The SociA. l ist Cl ub in the enlightened year of 19 1 0 P,ttracts f ive 
I members ; G~deon , the chronic non - conformist HRtch , n.n e a r nest young 

0tudent of Scriptures , P. lc;.b~r organ i zer , P,nd n wee l thy pRrl or pi.nk . 

";_utomatic&lly 8-ideon becomes che.irmi=m F~nd the meetings :=tre plea s antly 
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spent in t a lk f or Rnd. a ga in s t Christi Rnity , a S t ate Church ; CP.pitali sm , 

Russia; Adel bert C:illege , science, f ootba ll, ·women and Packa rd car s . 
I 'IN i th his t a l ent f:n~ or gan i zing , Gideon pr:iposes e weekly magF,zirie r.nd 

even wri tes Debs and Bernard uhaw for contributory Artic l es . 

It is Hatch; however: Hho proposes the more practical sc heme of 

cha llen ging the Ade lbert Debating Soc iety to a d iscussion of Governmen t 

ownership of railroads . By inf:irming the scarce ly surpri sed Dean of 

thi s a ccepted chal lenge Gideo n wash es his hands of S ociRl ism, find ing 

it prudent s ince the Soci2. l i sts A.re i n bad r epute just then t the Los 

Ange le s Times bui ldi ng has just been bl J~m up by the r.1IcNamara brothers) 

In re turn f or h i s stool pigeon apostasy the Dea~ f, l l ows Gide ::m to ti=:ke . -

F.Jrensics a nd Extempore Speak i ng , A::-~1 ; by blac1nrrEili ng th e Debat ing 

Society with the threat to reveal the accepted chrillenge . Gi d eon be-

comes a Deba tor . 

The h i gh po i nt of Gi deon 1s career Rs n Debat or comes when he goes 

Eqst to Erasmus Co l le ge i n Ohio and before a c ro11d of 75 mc.. i ntains 

tha t Government owner~hip of railros.ds is r,.ot only inefficient but a 

mena ci ng, subversive tenet of that most Europee.n doctr i ne -- SOCIAL' .... 

ISM ! After winning the deb8 te (with t he <.;ooperat i on of God rmd the 

awlience) Gide ')fi i s seduced by the ho tel n i ght maid -- 2, l usty Gern:r. n 

womc..n who is l onescme for t he farm Rnd her Ot to o .As he goes to sleep 

th<it nigh t he thihks : "Nothing cnn s top me ! Un i ted St8. tes Senatorp •• ·1 

'That summer Gidecn goes to ser. as '1. we iter n n Grent Lnkes .:J teEm -

er . In the dc.rkness on t h e lower decks he fi 1-m ly dec ides that he will 

be <·. Good Mar: -- Fi. bringer of 1'.1esseiges of b:rotherhood emu Democracy 

to ct waiti ng , longing wor l d . It seems as though Destiny i s sf!eRki ng 

to himc; 

Next f a ll ht co llege Gi d turns his ta l ents to organ i zing A press -
' 

i r:g estr.b li shment ca lle O. Ye Ol de Pantorium with 25% of the profits . 
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He s u cceeds ; by dint of cRmpus newspaper arti cl es decrying unpressed 

p ants; in driving a loca l pres.sing shop out of b\lsiness , ge tti ng h im-

se l f in debt , 11.nd nea r l y f l unking out of college . On the side he er -

gEn i zes a Sophomore Prom ( wh i ch neve r comes off , ) 

In Ju1.Jil.cr c.nd Senior Yee.rs he i s G c J.B ss :i:resident, manager of the 

baseba ll team, and chairm[1n of R dozen organizations . Ha tch r.ccuses 

h i m of trying t o teach everybody '.)11 the campus how t o go to tbe bP,th -

rciom , 

·F11en .. Gi d rev ee. l s h i s poli t i ca l ambit i ons and. hie yeRrning to so l ve 

the w0r l d 1 s pr e b l ems by o l d- R.ge J)ensi ons , free t r a de , a deq_up, te defen s e 

and stern o. dhe r ence to the po li ci es of Linco ln ''md J efferson ; HP.tch a1 g -

gests th at he nnd Gid g0 t o the StP.te C2. p i t ol -- G2 l op de Va che - - .c.nc. 

observ e the sta t e l e g islature in session . 

I t is a di si llu s ioning j8.unto From the gsllery G- i d lif:tens to 

the legislators Rr guing not about Liberty a nd Democracy but about mend -

ing marke t l n11s to defi ne limbur ge r che e s e and to extend the corpcrc.te 

ex i stence of t he Monarch Hi gh life Brewing Company . Ob ser vi n€S minor i ty 

l sader Sena tor Kurt sha w l eE1Ve the chr·mber , Gi a cind HP-tch beli eve him 

F kindred s ou l and fo l low hi ~L to Pnr1 oun ce thP,t ttey ( ar r P,ther Gi d ) 

woul like to get into p':llitics Ftnd do bi g things li k· denouncing Un i on 

Lr-bcr a nd q_uoting the Gettysburg Ad dress instead_ of v\' Eis ting the publi c 

t ime on tripe about r:heeses a Ld leer ,. 

\"f i thou t A.ttempti r:t to conc e P.l his diste. ste f o:r Gi d , Sen2tor Kurt -

sh :i v1 reminds h i m that St::lte Le g isl0tors are ba dly pe, id busir:.ess men 

trying to do wh t, t the public wcnt :s in order to g et reelected . I f' Gid 

'NP,nts to g o into polit ics he cr=i.n damn 1 we ll g o 0 ee h i s county comrri.it t ee . 

On the wa y b a ck to Ade lbert Gi d dec i des thftt he 1:i ll l'e P. college pr e s -

i dent ; line up the qlumni' for contributions , and d ub le enrollment. 
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.1.t 29 _rofessor Gideon P l ani sh , Ph ~ D . of the Un i ve r sity of Ohio 

i s Profess0r of Rhetoric nnd Speech at Kinnikin i ck College in IoW Ro 

He has a brown beard , a connnonr; l ace squatness, and air of l earning and 

a mistress . He has even spent a summer read i ng at Ya l e l ibrary and 

being snubbed by a 11 the Ya le prof es so rs who weren t t re El ding o. t Oxford 

and being snubbed by Oxford professors . 

Gi d isn Y t a l together ha p·:)y a t Ki nn i k i n i ck where he tea ch es rou -

tine c l ass es to the two or three hundred students ·who attend thHt Ep -. . 

iscopa l river bluf f seat of l earn i ng , but it isn r t A. bP.d life . In ten 

years he may be president , especiR l ly if he continues to cultivete 

W. C. Pridmore, loc ::ll bank president and t r·ust ee of Kinnikinick . It is 
I Pridmore 1 s widowed da u , hter , Teck l H Sehr, um , who is Gideon 1 s mistress . 

Freshl y returned from New Haven in r. new li nen suit Gideor;. rrBkes 

his cal l s of pol icy; first to ~r . Pr i&nor e , then to the Book Shop and 

co - op , the Administration Building . To each friendly voice of greet ing 

(to which Gideor_1 s sou l expands) he rep l ies that New Haven Rnd YRle 

are a ll right but g i ve h i m g 00d ol d h:innil<:ini ck o. ny d.a y ~ Another 

policy ca ll i s to see Dr ., Edi th 11.'Iinton , English Teache r a r:.d procto:r of 

Lambda Lambdt.::. Lambda Sor or i ty , -vhom Gide on pl a ns J:J omeday to marry 

because s.he wou l d be a cre6.it to him a nd r:.'.}or n tis dinner r:c. rties . 

Ji.f ter p:;.ying h i .s, res}'.:-e:cts to Eai th Mint ::m Gi deon d. rops by to see . - . 

the Rev . Dr . T . A-0.stin Bull , presider..t of Kinnikinick , 8. decept ive 

e l egant who l ooks li ke an actor or a ca vr-. l ry cavtr.in . 

New Gideon is free to visit TecklR Seti.Rum who welcomes h im wi th 

~r:ssion . 1.7i th Teckl , Gideon can be honest iri....s_t ead of expedient and it 

is a relief to be chatting with her over highbP.ll s . To Teckln Gideon 

is a s i mple e.nd friendly young me.n , She has beer:. s le eping with him 

for a year , h8.ving been lonesor.ie for the smell of a ITl.Qr_' s pipe and 
' 

the g rowl of his thunder since he r husband ~8s k i lled two ye ars before . 
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She hqs q s i ncere pAss i on f or Gi~ e on and sh e t~kes u nquestioned j oy 

in .:i.ssur i n g h i m tha t he i s c. s upe rior ·ffi.e-n . Somedn y she hopes h e :v1 i l l 

l o~·e tie r t h ough she knows sh e i.s t h i n , pl a in and fo ur years ol der thr. n 

h f; • Sl1e exc l a i ms ecs t<=tt ics lly over the ::;; 11 . 99 b r acel e t t ha t Gideon 

br i ngs h er fr om New York o I n h er mi nd i t pe.ys fo r a l l t he r e rtding, 

notes , suggest i ons and quotat i ons 0he does f or Gi deon ' s .speeches . 

i!She ' s one person thct appr ec i ates wha t I rJ.m , .i th i nks Gi d e on . 

n i t 1 s Fl darn shame she 1 s s'J small town and or d i nary . It wou l dn't be 

fa ir t o take he r t o Ne1.N York and WRsh ington to fac e those snobs a.nd i n -

trigue r s .11 

Gi deon fa l l s in l ov e at f i rst s i ght at h i s openi ng c l Ras i n I ntro-

ducto ry Rhetoric and Composition,, He i s di sh i ng out selected quotHt i on 

( ~·!r i t t en down fer h i m by Teckla ) from Engli sh nove l i sts to prove tha t 

t he magi c s rt of wr iti ng is adhe r ence t o sc i enti fic ru les of ps r A-

graph i ng when he sees the gir l -- p l ump ; EhRpel y and exc i t i ng . She 

is in the front row agr ee i ng with hir;-; wi t h her eyes .. Her ey e s conti n -

ue to agre e with h i rn. and A. ppr ove of hi:n vh ile h e sh ows the class {:-)y 

act i ng out the r espect i ve pa r ts ) how a r i ch full me ll if l uous diction 

se ll s vacuum c l eaners to n. pl eas e d housev1i fe whe r eBs crude l anguage 

f 'l il s mi sere.b l y . 

When t he gir l i h o i ntroduc.es he r se l~ ss Peony J _ ckson from J:i'l'H i -

bi;u l t ~ Minne so ta comes to the pl atform 8. f ter the l ecture Find she.me -

l essl y confesses that she wants to take O ~. n l I nter pretR.t i cm of t h e 

Drama. i :n or der t o have another cl 2-ss under Gi deon , G::_deor.: kn ows he 

i s i r:. l ove _.. R:gar dl ess of th e So.cred La ws of Kinni~~ in i ck College, 

Gideon nIB.kes & a.at to mee t her t PJstum ' s D~' L '' S :, or e c, t t en th2,t 

n i ght .. 

Gideon is cross vvi t h Teck l a thr. t e v en i ng and me, ne. ges: ens ily t o 

l eave her a t 9 : 3D ~ No , Tecl(l::;. will ne ve r do Rs a wi fe who can climb 

t he he i ghts wi th h i m. Bu t Peony J ackso n, n ow t he r e 1 s A gi r l. 
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Gideon does not dare run the frightful risk of being seen i n 

pub li c buying cl co-ed e, soda Tfl.Ore ·than once , and the taboo thRt rul es 

Kinnikinick and makes R wi de gu lf bet1Je en faculty and student g ives 

Gideon all the angu i sh of a Capulet inexorably separated from ~ Mon-

tagqe .. At a faculty dance for the benefit of' t he Treshman Class , 

Gideon , after his expedient dance s with Mr s o Bull , risks a dance wi th 

Peony who seduces h i m with her eyes and promi ses to meet h i m next 

night in the pa rk. So well does Gideon cover his interes t i n Peony 

that the jealous Teck l c, berates him after the dance for neg lecting her 

for that ol d Mrs . Bull. 

In the park next n i ght Peony e.nd Gideon mutua lly confess thRt they 

l ove each other and be come secret ly e ngagea. s ince college rules A re 11 -

gainst having married students . Gideon is ecstatic 1;1hen Peony ch5tters 

that she can see hirri. as a Senator or a Governor and how she will de -

1 igh t i n helping hi ::i ge t to the top by 'be lie vi ng in hir.1 and g iving 

di nner part i es , This 'is certainly the girl f or Gi deont 

It is a d isappo intment to Gi deon tha t Pecn.y i s obv ious l y not 

suited for any of the pe.rts in POOR PAPA rs PRIZE ; the c l ass p l ay which 

Gide on directs by virtue of being 9rofessor o:r pub l ic speaking P.nd 

havirig seen three stage p l [-iys in his life. But he ma l~es Peony stage 

manager and meets her during rehee,rsa ls for sto l en kisses in a bower 

behind stage flats. He gives that up when Dr . Edith ~Iir:.to Rl most 

catches them there. Only Gideon' s talent for intrigue ar..d Peony's 

like f lgir save them ~ 

Gideon h8s no way to see Peony now and he is tortured by though ts 

that she m8.y fa ll for some hairy chested clown of a fo')tbal l plHyer . 

It requires a ll his cownrdi ce to keep from telephoning I 'eony , who , 

f&r from seeming hurt by his neglect , actunl ly ignores it o Professor 

Gideon Fla nish even begin~ to ho::.ve insomnia tit nights , probab l y" 1-c,crrnso 

l:e a.cesn 't see Teckla o. s often as usual , deeming it not quite morr,l ta 
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be s l eep i ng with he r too much vvhe n he 1 ove s Peony so . 

The nieht the p l a y i .J produced i s a ba d one f or Gideon . No one 

se ems to a pplaud him! Don 1 t the fools r eal i ze who hammered every 

;0h r ase of I r i s h d i alect into the comi c h ired man ? Appa rently they 

don 1 t, for the c omic g ets t he app l a use . It ' s bitter ga ll to Gideon ; 

The ins omnia kee ps u p . As a cure Gi deon decides to wa l k the six 

miles out to a rustic lake s l1ore shack be l onging to the Pr idmor es whic hhe 

and Teckl a have often us ed as e. bower of l ove to see i:L 8. return t'.) 

nc.ture wo n't bring sleep a nd r elief . Tired by .his walk~ he is Rlre£dy 

c.s l eep ·when r eony a rrives and ·wa kes him . Gravel y she tell s h im thP. t 

P.. shame le ss hussy who fo l lows a me.n out to a shack i n the vvo o ds de -

se rves a ll she gets . .She proceeds to shed her c lothes . 

Gideon , shocked , becomes morR.l and sugges ts th a t she us e the 

other bed . He i s a l mos t awed by t he fact t .ta t t h i s g irl loves him eo 

much tha t she d oesn t t c a re whe ther she can •1 trus t :1 him or not . Peony, 

shumed b y hi s mo:re lity , bursts into tears and , g rowing up as much r.s 
. . 

is })'.)ssibl e f e r h i m, Gi de pn crawls int'.) her bunk ... 

Immediate marr i age i"rith Peony i s a mus t now for Gi deon O' He calls 

on Teck l a ne1::. t morning . "I guess the kindest 'BY ·wou l d be fo r mo t··;:, 

come right out •• 0
11 he begi ns o 

" Gid , I imag ine you 1 ve come to tel l me you 1 ve f all en for some 

g irl, n says Te ckl a so cg_ l mly tha t Gi de on r e serit s her l e~ ck of tragedy . 

Relieved a t the ease of breB.king with Teclda , Gi deon fumblingly 

tells Teckl a tha t i t must a ppe ri r to Trus tee ·."Th i dmore as if s he threw 

him over . Teckla ng rees 4 11 Hrcybe you will gro-w up , " she says . .iMaybe 

I' m fon d enough of you to want you to . Mnyb e tha t girl--b+a~t her -

can do it . I never could . So r u n a l ong and I 'll take care of I>'ather 
... 

Pr i dmore . Oh , Gid , be true to t ha t poor girl , won't you? Homen nee·d 

l oya lty so much . ;i 
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Gideon hastens to Mrs& Bull, the president's wife, and with many 

a naea r l a dy" convinces her that he fell in love with Peony only be-

cauoe she was so much like Mrs. Bull. As a result Mrs. Bull uses her 

influence with Pres ident T. Austin Bull to such an extent that Gideon 

can marry Peony without losing his job and that Peony can even keep 

up classes as a special student. When Gideon visits the Jackson Family 

in FHribault, Whipple J ackson, ;;?eony 1 s wholesa le grocer father~ learns 

that Gideon has a hankering for politics and promises to &;e t him in 

all the lodges ar:.d introdu ce him to all the Boys. But that's too much 

like work for Gideon Planish 

Four years later (1926) Gideon is Dean of Kinnikinick College 

and the readiest public speaker in town. He live s with Peony in a 

bungalow whose main decoration is a gold and scarlet cabinet. It is 

the measure of Gideon's love tha t he likes it. They have a baby now 

-- Carrie - and a car7 Gideon is only two months behind in payments 

for the latter. 

It wa s :ceally Peony who made h im, Dean Gideon realizes when h e 

comes close to be ing honest with himself . It ·tras she who made a friend 

of Teckla and Mrs . Bull and urged Gideon t o offer himself to President 

Bull for all kinds of committee wor k . Since the Deanship carried a 

$200 pay raise Peony promp tly bought a $300 antique Chi:t1ese r ug to 

grace the bungalow. 

Gideon's favorite speech topic is Flaming Youth. There is no 

better denouncer of hip flasks, parked car petting and danc ing in all 

Iowa t han Gideon. His success with such speeches at locc. l Rotary Club 

luncheons sets Peony 1 s busy, acquisitive brain to buzzing. One day 

she suggests to Gideon that the Cha irman of the County Censorship 

Board has just resigned an~ that it might be politic to call on i,~rs. 
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William Basswood who is the power of the entrenched morality of the 

district and so pure minded that she thinks kittens should wear stepins. 

Gideon easily ge ts the Chairmanship of t he Censor Boe.rd with a 

few v1e ll-cho sen reme.rks about novels whi ch pander to the lowest vices 

of man. Thereupon Peony picks The Ta t t ooed Countess by Carl van 

Vechten (whi ch she has heard· it hot stuff ) to censor. It is a set-

back when Gideon cannot find t he book on sale at any of tJ:1e county 1 s 

five book stores, but by diligent search he locates t wo copies at a 

cigar stand. 

The owner of the cigar stand, wh o never reads anything but Chic 

Sale and Louisa M. Alcott, opine s that the t wo books must h ave come 

in with a job lot of magazines and Easter Cards . He refuses to pro -

mi se not to sell t he two copies. 

So, egged on -by Peony, Gideon holds a public meeting in Hawkeye 

Park to denounce t he vile tome and call fo r a boycott of the cigar 

store 0 The net result is that the ciga r store handily disposes of 100 

copies of the bo ok (including tJ:1ree copies which Gideon and Peony buy 

to @end to friends as presents) and th:;: t Gideon is invited to attend 

a Republican County Committee Ral l y by a Boss who sees poli tical 
timber in Gideon. 

The rally he l d i n an armory decor qt ed in A hs rvest motif , proves 

d i sappointing to Gideon 0 Most of the de l egates ta l k about taxes 

and caucuses instead of Fl · i r::.:_; Youth and Democracy o Gideon sees thnt 

a successful poli tician must hRve f a cts in his speeches as well as 

fine phrases . Then c:nd there Gideon dec i des th:J. t an appo intive poli-
I ti ca l job is wha t he wants , not one of these sni de elective jobs , even 

though the Boss speaks of running Gi deon for the Legi slfl ture i n F. yeR.r 

or "'o when he knows the r~es 2nd the voters . 



GIDECN PLANISH 11 

Gideon continues his career in Censor hip to such an extent that 

his name is n lY,'ays on Page 7 in the pe.pers 8.nd the cigar s t ore owner 

est8.blishes the fir s t real bookstore in the county and takes up read-

ing serio1~ly . He beg ins to ge t invitetions to speAk regularly end is 

put on the l etterhead of the SympathiZlfrs with the Pacifistic Purposes 

of the New Democratic Turkey as a S t ate Director. Gi deon is too new 

at the business of Organ ize d U~life to be anyth ing but honored by his 

se lection. 

Feony decides for Gideon thAt he mu.st begin to Rsk fees for his 

service as a lec tur er ~ At fee~ of 025 t o ~ 75 a speech invit Ation foll 

off to eight or ten a mbnth . Peony manages to spend the extra income 

so well that the Ple.nishes go $300 i nto debt , while Gi deon tours the 

state denouncing the Younger GenerA.ti on a s young helli ons 2nd harl ots 

hea ded strr,ight for perdition. He e •en invents a terr.i s inge cc.ts -

f or tllem wh i ch ga ins nutionwide popul arity . Sometimes he wonders 

whether the kids really do a ll tha t s t uf f he tells e.bout i n h is l ec -

ture s . 

Gi deon is sensib le of Peony's part in his rise to reno~n Rnd 

affluence , and he loves her all the more for it e. nd r:i.1 lows h er to buy 

new clothes a t 211 tt:e shops . 

With practice Gideon becomes the perfect lecturer who car_ look 

ar:.y ideology or oh icken croquette in the face, who ca n spot e. Chair~ 

l F.dy as fa11 a s he can see; and v.th o r.lways co l lects his check befoTe 

leaving the hotel bRnque t room . At the en1 of the yeRr Gideon is ~700 

in debt tha Lks to Feony, but Peonyrs f a ther comes through to TrEke the 

Plar1ish es sol vent .. 

Gideon ' s fane spreadso. Scior:.. he i s contributing articles to Rural 

.A dult Education , s. Des Moines magazine, et 2 cents a word. on Conso li-

da ted Schools , Country Sch ~ oltea ohing: and Economizing en the Fe.rrr:.e 

Peony liises the checks to buy i mitation French i mi tation porceJA i:c. 
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cl')cl;:s , n new Bud. :;k ~ and a p i oture map of Io wa \ ~' i th .Ta ck in the beFin-

sta lk c limb i ng a 40Cfoo t co-rn sta l k and do l phins d i sporting with 

Neptune i n the Des Mo ines R iver ~ 

Before the year is out Gideon is 01;687.79 in debt and Gideon 

has been offered (A.nd acceptee.) the edit orship ::rr the magazine n.t ~;4200 

a year o After try i ng v8inly to ge t the co llege to pay him $4500 

Gideon resi gn s a nd he and Peony and Carrie move to Des Moines~ At 

l as t Gi deon fee l s that he is getting somewhere in the wor l d . 

So Gideon sets h i s foot on t~e upwRrd path th8t l eads to a ~orld 

of committees , orgn.n i zations , and l eagues to mol d opinion , dis cuss 

conditions and situations . He i s F, sol dier in the Far F l ung batt l e of 

Ideo logy ~ He i s a Success in Life according to the be s t American tra -

dition ; He lives in Ft l arger city tlv',n before ; he knows mcny more peopl e 

much less well; c..nd he h as a somewhe t larger income a rid much 12rger 

expens e .s . 

Gi deon scon l e 8. rns tha t editing a mng2zh1e -means leP.rning tire-

somely a l ot of tedious thing s &Ld no t ju stwriting editor i~l s Oil 

Trends and ta l k i ng to f a sci na t in§, au th ors o Gide on learns .. Wh 3. t 

troubles him i s that he is getting only h a lf his s e l u.ry and the l and-

lord of t he ducky f l a t which Pee:ny redocora ted 2, t c. cos t of cn ly ~? 30tJ 

is dunning them for t he rent .. This time it is Gi deon who write a. 

\l!hipple J s.okson for money and oven then ·he has to go b a ck to itinerant 

lecturing to survj_ve . 

This time Gi deon puts himself, inspir~ tion , beard and all , iL the 

hands of a l edy lecture c.gent , known 8-S The Drag~n , who schedules him 

u. t h i gh o cho ol Lyneums and Kivmrds Ladi es 1 Ni gh t . 

Let us look at R sampl e day i n Professor Gi deo n P l 2nish 1 s lecture 

life. He ~ rrives in -:-IP.shout E, t 7 : 37 A. M. after a l eepl ess night of 

changiLg trQina to be m~t by the Commi ttee Rnd int e rviewed and ph~to­

gr uphed by the Press , A Husband then drives the good Doctor P l anish 
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to a hotel where he tumbles into bed in his flannel union suit Jnly 

to be wn.h:ened. n.n hour l r. ter by the report er e,nd photogrnpher who wa lk 

i n withJut knockingo Again Gideon tells thn.t Yfash out i s the most 

ben.utif u l city in the St e.te Bnd that he s pproves of w ome n pc:\rn~hute 

jumpers .. 

At 9:52 the tele phone r ouses Gideon from B sound s l eep .. A dis -

ta.nt eousin is on the wire:i By noon Gi c1ec n must be up to l unch wi th 

a ·whole sa le Stock ing Convention aft er which the Husband t akes him f or 

~ tour of the city. The r est of the a ft ernoJn Gi deon spends being 

intervi ewed by h i gh school girls who f\ Sk i dentica l quest i ons ::md a t 

a tea (no coc kta i ls ) o At 8 t hat night he sp e a ks on the Youth of 

Today f or t he Current Events Cl ub of the I1e thodi$t Church e.nd is 

heckled by the ub i q_uitous Communist in the 2.ud i ence ., Afte r th2t he 

gets his check and te l ephones Peony . Then he rea ds True Con fe ss ion$ 

ur~ti l his trRin l eaves e.t 1 2 : 30 

This regime bri ngs a fl ood. of checks that puts ~r'. 1100 in the P lan -

i sh bank account by summer and g ives them a new car and p i an o, bot~ 

nearly pa i d f or« It also allows Gi de on t0 put up mP,rgin on stocks 9 

fih en he takes up golf wi th a crowd of investment ~ounsell ors , fRctory . . 
I managers, Jawyers e.nd mus i c dea lers , Gideon i s sur e ho has Arr ive d . 

Be i ng &sked to give a 15 minut e r:?..dio speech weekly convinces him of 

it. hie:;,nT•hile he continues to edit the magctz i ne and write his witty 

cclumn calle d Cornpone :::.nd P opc0rn. 

One of h i s ess2 ys attracts the attent ion ·:if the Reverend Je.mes 

Kitto; pre s ident of the He sket t Rurc.l Sch ool Foundat ion of Chicago o 

A little inq_uiry ihfcrms Gi deon tha t the F;undAti on controls 3 mi lli on 

l eft to it by a ctrain store lci:!'.lg an d that Kitto o.nd h is staf f don 1 t 

spend half the interest~ 
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Bur ninf:, to uplift Rura l Schools and do good to mankind and get his 

hands on that unspent money, Gideon resolves to muscle into the Fouu.da-

tion and eagerly accepts IG.tto 's invitation to the annual conference. 

The I,fanaging Secretary (a nd consequently the power) i -1 the Foun-

dation is Miss Bernardine Nimroc k . Gj_deon beal.!ls when he sees that T. 

Austin Bull is a delegate. Peony can get Bul l on his side through her 

f ri endship with Teck.la and Gideon himself has lined up the owner of 

Rural Adult Education on threat of blackmailing him for past salary. 

It should be a c inch to supplant lVii ss Nimrocl< . 

When Gideon meets Professor George Riot, also a delegate, he is 

sure uf success~ George Riot, b:ri lliant professor at \listeria College 

for Women , attained fame by his book Don't Be Afreud in which he ad-

vacated Federal penalt ies f'or virgins after 26 . Over cocktai ls Gid 

explains to George tlla.t he 1 d li ke to use his experience to do good as 

r:ianagi ng secretary of the Foundation , and George promises his support. 

He coache s Gid to play up to the Foundation's figure heads -- Dr. 

Christian Stern and Hanilton Fris by -- and Peony and Gideon are hosts 

at dinner to these august phi la nthropists . 

:3ehi nd scenes Geor e:,e arranges the secretaryship for Gideon at 

L','7.g 0 ~ ,JO () 8 year . In his acceptance s p eech Gideon ma kes much of the sacri-

fice in accepting the post at a lower salary. Inwardl y he is g l eeful; 

the editor ship of Rura l .Adul t Educ at ion never }::aid him over ~ 2800. 

Lat er , when Miss Nimrock comes to beg him not to talrn over her place 

after she's given ten years to the Foundat ion, Gideon has some at1xious 

moments , tut Peony comes in at the ri ght time and gets rid of the 

woman by reminding her of tbe nice pension the Foundation has granted 

her. 

So the Planishes m~ve to Chi.cago, it1tent on Serving Mankind and 

Upl ift ing the J\lasse s. 

Peony shops for an apart tr..ent and at last finds one depressingly 
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inferior to their cottage in Kinnikinick or their flat in Des ii.Joines. 

By laying out ~:; 3 6 2. 75 for adornments Peony ma l.;:es the place livable. 

She also sees et1 o ugh of George Riot to make Gideon jealous. 

11ieantime Gideon busies himself with the business of the Founda-

tion. He takes p art in innumerable Conferences wre re he unflinchingly 

states that Rural Education is a fine thing. He publishes pamphlets, 

especially one c alled New Lig ht in the Little Red Schoolhouse, written 

by Hamilton Frisby, Foundation Trustee , and disposes of them in quan-

tity to village philanthropists by the ruse of p rinting in g old the 

names of all buyers of over 100 of the t:ooks in one lot. He bombards 

the Press and rural schools with advice stolen from Columbia l!nivers-

ity and the Carnegie :F'oundat ion fo1· Rural Education . 

But foremost in Gideon's work and dearest to his heart are th e 

l etters soliciting funds. Not yet has Organized Philanthrop y be come the 

eighth major industry of the U. S. but Gideon can foresee that it is 

goi ng to be valuable to be stationed close to the waxin g flood of gold. 

Using lists k nown to the vul gar as sucker lists, Gide on mails out a 

letter that bri ngs in contributi o ns . Also by retitling Miss Nimroc k 1 s 

pa mphle t -- St a tistics o n. Salaries in District Schools -- to Our 

Se c ret Shame, Gideon makes many a sale. 

Gideo n's ge nius at foreseeing the stock market cr~sh of 1 9 29 

bri ng s him to the acute attention of ~.:tr . Hamilton Frisby. Not tbat 

Gideon really foresaw it. No . Peony had plunged the Planishes so deep-

ly in debt that she becarre afraid and refused to let Gideon buy any 

stocks in spite of the fact t hat Gideon often demonstrated to her (on 

pap er) how he could have made ~~ 7, 880 clear in one day . Bu t Peony wa s 

adamant; no stock buyi ng on mar gin. To cover u p with his friends 

Gideon said that the mar ket was going to crash. When it did he g ot the 

reputat i o r: of being a p rophet. , 

Frisby even i nvi tea. Gideon down to his shootin g box in Louisiana 
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and tried to pump Gideon on the way about where he got hie: inside dope. 
It is soon apparent that Gideon had no j_nside dope. He is such a 
simple fool that Frisby at length tells hi m the :Foundation facts of 
life, As a p mfessional organizator -- an uplifter and moneybeggar --
Gideon ought to know that there are two classes of p eople ·who contri-
bute to do-good outfits: the Qh~J__§. __ g,t_h_r:o_b}?;:i]'.'E. who rush to contribute to 
any organization with the simple-minded hope that it will do good and 
the moguls who give to escape income tax and ge t their names white -
washed for po st er i ty. Frisby advises Gideon to use the Foundations 
funds to the hilt to advertise Founding Ii'athe r Heskett , a busirn ss 
pirate whose children turned out to '::le congenital idiots. Gideon 

immediately asks for a salary raise. Frisby tells him not to be fool-
ish; how would raising his salary advertise Heskett? 

Gideon ekes out his income by chiseling on expense accounts and 
accepting bribes from schoolbook publisher s for plugging their product. 
He is get ting ahead in the Uplift World. Already he is a trustee of 
the True American Federation to .Attack Racial Prejudice which has done 
a great work in convincing people who had no racial prejudice before. 
This was about the effect of 97% of uplift organizations, Gideon knew. 
Hevertheless Gideon accepts with alacrity the Federation 1 s :i..nvitation 
to its annual Conferen ce in Hew Yor k , 

There Gideon and Peony meet and mingle with the elite of the do-
gooders and joiners: Bishop Pindycl<: , I1Is gr. 1!'ish, Senator Bultitude, 
General Gong ) Ramona Tundra, the movie star, and Colonel Charles B. 
Barduc , tr.at die ty among advertising agents and owr:er of a dozen maga-
zines. Gideon butters up to IViarduc li ke a dog to a bitc h in heat. 

But Gj_deon also musters Geor ge Riot, Dr. Christian Stern, and a 
fine manl y clergyman, Dr. Elmer Gant r y, in an effort to line up his 
own Foundat ion's t rust~es to move the Foundation to New York and 
replace Mr. Hamilton Frisby with Gideon Planish. In spite of Gi deon 1 s 
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careful maneuvering ~l'risb y gets wind of the plan and fires Gideon 

forthwith . 

Gideon weeps on Peony ' s shoulder about th e l ost job. Prac ti cal 

Peony has Gideon write Geo rge Riot for a temp ora ry job and Gideon 

goe s to New York alonG whil e Peony and Carr i e go to Liinne so t a t o l:Lv e 

off he r fol ks. 

George a n d Dr. Stern bri ng Gideon to the attention of Captain 

Seth Gi shorn, distinguished exp l orer , who heads the .Association to 

Pro mote Esk im1..) Culture . " You 're evident l y a real leader in intellect-

ual advanc ement, but in this Es k imo racket I do most of t he oratory 

and committe es myse l f ," says Gishor n when Gj.deon states his q ualifi-

cations, but he hi res Gi de on at ~~40 a wee ~c to answer p hone calls , 

l unch with lesse r do ner s and lrnep up the circulation . By chiseli ng on 

expenses Gideon soon ear ns ~::~ so . a week . 

The Esk i mo .Association occup i es a for gotten bui l ding with a 

number of o the1., like cu ltural project s and so me c rassly commercial 

busi noss outf i ts includ i ng a Bible pub li sher who is s o effi c ient that 

he can buck the big Bible Trust . Nai ve l y Gideon tries to f i nd ou t 

something abou t the Eskimos fro m Mi ss Can tlebury , t he secretary , who 

te lls h i m that Captain Gishorn has never been cl oser t o the f roz en 

North than Ma ine and his aid to the Eski mos consists of an annual 

0600 contribution to a mission in Greenl and. It' s a p rivate racket for 

Captain Gishor n who do es n ' t even p rete nd t o do goo d except to the 

sucke rs. His prize exhibit, a suppo sedly educated Eski 1-;io ; i s really 

a Cree Indian who p l ays pr 1)fe s s io nal billiards when not he l p ing the 

Captain to drum up col l ections . 

Gideon soon sends for Peony who installs her self in a flat in t he 

Bronx and marvels at be i ng in the great city of New York . 

' Through the Asso c iation Gi deo n meets William T . Knife, p illar of' 

the .An ti rDmia.n Chur ch si nee he re t i red from mak i ng a million in the 
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soft drink busil"less by applying the princi ples of St. Paul to his 

life and business . Mr. l~nife , the genius who gave the U.S. Okey -

Dokey, the lar gest selling so ft drink in .America , is currently engaged 

in skipping about the country at his own expense telling audiences 

that union labor is no good and that reading the Bible at1d praying 

before work wil l cure self:ish desires for sher ter hours and longer 

wages. 

It doesn't take Gideon long to convince Knife that he is just 

the man to write Knife 1 s autobi o gralJhY for an honorium of (~5000 . So 

Gideon labors at Kni fe 1 s humble twenty room suburban manor and lis tens 
to Kni f.:_, relate gems from his li fe sue h as the fact that he makes all 

servants take a Bible test and a Y\Tasser mann Test before he hires them; 

that he has offered to fu:tnish Okey-Dokey free to any Church which 

will use it in Co'.nmunion and let the company advertise the fact; that 

as a boy he saw the value of religion in business when he tattled on 

a f riend who stole some candy and was rewarded by the shopkeeper. 

In New York Gideon runs into his old colle ge f riend Hewitt Hatch , 

now a labor news reporter on the Herald-Times. Hatch meets Peony and 

ma rvels, 111\!Iy God. , she believes in you, Gid! . I didn't l:::now there were 

any women left li ke that. 11 Gideon a8rees, vast l y pleased. He plans 

to see more of Hatch but n~wer does. 

Through Knife, Gideon meets otr..er worthi es in the do-good busi-

ness. There is the Honorabl e Ernest Wheyfish who renounced. polit ics 

shortly after he was defeated for r G-electicn to Congress and founded 

the National Christian :l!;xcelsio r Crusade with the purpose of gett ing 

the worke r to church and out of union and communist meetings . Also 

Gideon meets H. Sanderson Sanderson-Smith who is forming a Citizens' 

Conference on Constitutional Crises in the Commonwealth with U.S. 
' Ser.a tor Bu.lti tude as Chairman of the Bo ard. 
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When Gideon finishes ICni feT s autobiography George Riot get s him 

a job with the ~fodernistic Educatio nal Bu reau which sells encyclope-
dias to a selected list of suc kers by electing them governing members 
at high dues and sending the books, rewritten from other encyclope-
dias by a group of intellectual commandos in a c lothing store loft. 

When Sanderson-Smith offers Gideon a job with the Ci tizenst 
Confer e nee on Coos ti tuti o nal Cri ses in t h G Commonweal th in Nash ingto n 
at . .,,4500 a y3ar , Peony jumps with joy. Gideon has momentary qual ms . 
He knows that the CCCCCC is a reactionary , anti-unj_on lobby , and he 
still counts himself a Li beral. It ta~rns PGony fj_ve minutes tu per-
suade h:lm. 

The CCCCCC is big time. Sanderson-Smith, by turns a surreali st , 
Theosophist, nudist, spir itualist, has something here - a well-heeled 
outfit that issues a magaz ine full of strikers beating po l:ic emen and 
p i cture s of Stalin attending a synagogue and wh j_c h di splays the same 
tender tolerance with Communists as Conmuni st s di splay toward their 
opponents. The magazine reaches the desk of every industrialist in 
the country and l t is easy to persuade them to kic}: in to the CCCCCC 
with lar ge contributions to hold Communism at bay . 

On the profits Sa.l1derson-Smith sends three very charmi ng young 
boys through co llege . 

The main function of the CCCCCC is lobbying and Peony blossoms 
at having congressmen and bureau ch.:B fs to dinner. So this is Fame! 

Senator Bultitude known as " The Great Libera1 11 receives not a 
penny from the CCCCCC:. It is enough for hj_m that his a s sociation with 
the organization brings him lar ge campaign funds from industrialists. 
Also a tmv ing spirit i n CCCCCC is the Reverend Ezekiel Bittery who is 
enlisting a private army called "The Gospel Gentlemen't from former 
Ku-Kluxer s and who writes ~xposu res of the Jews for the magazine . 

When ITranklin D. Roosevelt is elected; the CCCCCC attac ks the 
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New Deal (many oi' tl1e anti - Roosevelt j oke s inc l uding the ot1e about 
God thinki ng he was Roosevelt were Sand erson~Smi th 1 s brain children) 
and com es out for factory impI\)Vement as a cheap means of keeping the 
workers from deraandin g wage and hour legislation . 

Gideon is not 118.ppy with the CCCCCC . He can no l onger cal l him-
self a Liberal. Privately he contacts his old Reformer f r iends to ask 
them for jobs and he c o nfesses to Peony : nr 1 11 wager there 'll be more 
money - I mean a more digni:L'ie d social position - in being associated 
wi th ant i - }!'ascism than with Fo.scj_ sm . Besides , I ' m an ol d- fashioned 
fi ghting Liberal and a man can ' t turn his back on the peop l e . " 

f 'rovi de ntial l y Gideon meets Carlyl e Vesper' , a simp l e e;ent l e man 
who has wrangl. ed remarkable sums of money from l'Ir s . James Piggo tt 
(r ai l roads and silver mi ne-s) and ~.1i ss Ramona Tundra (mov i es) to 
f i nance a church to end al]_ churches called Every Man o. Priest~ So 
Gideon j oins Vesper in the Lord ' s Servi ce at .:i5000 a year . Fo r front 
men Gideon l ines U::! William Knife and Bishop Pindyck. 

Peony i o crushed when she learns of the change . She l iked the 
lob by and celebrity at mos phere of' Washing to n . She and Gide on hav e 
their first real quarre 1 over the ell ange . 

Seeing that Carl yle Vesper is so unworl dly that he doesn 1 t even 
answ er feeler lette:rs from phila nthrobbers eager to contrioute , 
Gideon has a talk 1.vi th Vic torian Er s . Piggott and Liiss Tundra . \"/hen 
he leaves he is Director- Genera l of th e group with an additional 
$1 0 , 000 in funds and Vesper is reduce d ( on Gi deo n t s pl ea ) to a ~ :; 35 . 

a wee k c l erk • 

Vesper tries to cori~itt suicide when Frs . Piggott te l ls him, but 
he lacks the nGrve to swallow the sleeping taol ets . 

The Ever y man a Priest Fraternity runs itself and funds are 
'-pl e t1 ti ful . Gideo n turns it into a l\:iil itant Christianity group and 
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sets Vesper to handling the cranks and crackpots that unfortunatel y 
infest a ll up l ift group offices . Knowing that soon IIrs . Piggitt and 
Miss 'l'undr a wiJ. l turn to something sexi er , Gideon keeps his eyes open. 

So Deacon Wheyfish crosses Gideon ' s path . The Deacon is a 
genius i n his way . He can take an ordinary sucker l ist and smell out 
the names that wi ll contribute- . l:'her e i s no doubt but that the Deacon 
coul d have boen one of those pr ofess i onal money r a i ser s who waste no 

t i me on amounts unde r '.:,100 ,000 and who garner huge sums for wo r thy 
causes by dinners , 11 boil er rooms " and polite bl aclcmail for from 5j~ 

to 9 5 1~ of donations . But the Deaco l1 would rather boss his own show . 
Eight now he heads the Better To Give Society whkh coordi nates do na-
ti ons and passes tnem alone; to worthy groups with quite a b i t of the 
donations stickin[:; to the Ble:3sed To Give mail chutes . 

HGive till i t hurts ! :' is Wheyfish 1 s main s l ogan . His theory is 
tbat donors aren ' t helped by co nt r ibutions unless it cramps their 
l ives . He wants to educate the public so that peop l e get so in the 
habit of giving that they 'll b e ashamed not to sign any pl edge for 
charity fund.s , He is fond of stati ng that phi l anthropy in do lla r s and 
cents is the 8 th Amer ican indust r y but tba t it should and must be the 
first . 

Givers fal l into three c l asses , says Deacon Wheyfish : those who 
contribute fro m a passionate l ove of God (never very large amounts); 
those who give from a restless reeling that they ought to be useful ; 
and those (larg est of a ll) who gi ve through fear , vanity or se l f -
i nterest . For each type the Deacon has his own methods . Democracy is 
the keynote of The Deacon 1 s system; he wants contributions f r om the 
l owest and most shift l ess among the masse s. 

Fired by the Deacon ' s wo r ds and out of a job because l\Irs . Pi g gott 
got bored with 1,:i l itant ' Chri s t iani ty ., Gi deon joi ns the Blessed to Give 
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Brotherhood and goes with 'Nhey fish to dyin g wid ows ' bedsides to ge t 
tl:i...em to si gn pledees before it's too l ate to store up treasure in 
Heaven . The literature p ractically infor111s every income taxpayer t ha t 
he must donate 1 5?b of his income to charity by gove r mne nt order . 

Wbeyfish and Planish succeed i n getting a Harn e for their board 
of directors -- t10 less than J)fajor Harold Homewar d, son-in-law of 
Colonel Charles B. M:arduc, advertisirig and magaz i ne ge nius, and le ga l 
husband of Marducts daught e r kmwn to all"' I ntell ec tuals as Talkine; 
Wini fred . 

Colo ne l Marduc has amassed 5 mi llion in Advertising adl. his f irm 
is now so hoity -toit y that they handle patent rredic i nes , contracept -
ives, and liquor through a dummy corporation . In addi t to n Colone l 
Iviarduc publ ishes a dozen rnagazi nes ranging f r oin. t r a de journals to 
LOWDUWN Which consists of the c o nfe ssi o ns of highly seduced maidens 
wri t ten by mal e hacks. He is a sturdy wencher, a drunY.a rd, and a man 
who feels that Destiny calls him to the Presidency to sav e the country 
from the New Deal Socialism . 

Wini fred Harduc Homeward; the Col onel' s daughte r, is the Ame rican 
woman careerist. It is a l ong shot bet that she will be di eta tor of 
the U.S. and Chi na by 1 955 . She neve r stops talking about Conditi ons 
and Situations . Winifred Homeward, the Talk i ng Woma n. She belong s to 
27 welfare organizations, edits a fe mj_ ni st l ibe r al weekl y whic h 1 acks 
nothi ng but re a dability and circul ation , and believes in every Cause 
which a woman' s coll ege gr aduate could possibl y telieve in. 

Major Homeward; her husband, is merely a conso r t but he is 
royalty o Therefore Gideon entices t he Major t o a bar and the n to 
6-inr...er whe re he and Peony and a hastily summoned George Ri ot get the 
Ma jor i nto a state of li quid happ i ri,ess and pl ant the idea in him that 
Gideon i s just the ma n to ' he a d an or ga nizati on t o make Marduc Presi-
dent of the United States, a real orga nization with ple nty of upl ift 
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arid idealistic ri:10Veti1ent s. 

Carrie drops in and Hi thdraws snj_ ffily. Peony wonde1~s wbat 1 s 
come over her daughter at 1 6 - l eaving a good private school for a 
public school overrun with Hicks and Jews and Vlops . And talking 
about oo nse nse like biology and Hemingway and rm chanj_cal drawi nc; . 

A most important part of any uplift organization is Researc h . 
It reads up on the biolg r aphies of some men like the Rev0rend 
Ezekiel Bit tery, say, and sends for his pamphlets under assumed names 
and eventually discovers that :;];zekiel Bittery is a Fascist . All 
during this time Bi ttery will have been saying to e':eryone whom he 
can entice to his meetings that he hates Jews, colleces and good 
manne rs and loves Fascism, Kukl uxers and ILtler . That 's R0search. 

Just now Gideon puts Resear ch to work ferretin e=; out Colo ne l 
Marduc ' s relation to Governor Tom Blizzard, a sinple millionaire 
manufacturer of' fa r m i m:) l ements with a 12 room log cabin in IJew York. 

Hewitt Hatch whom Gideon encounters t;ives him the lowdown . 
Blizzard 1 s bat is in the ring for President; in fact, it ' s in any 
ring for anything. Hatch thinks Blizzard hns the edge on Liarduc for 
the Presidency and that both Bli zzard and l'iiarduc think they're 
using Wi nifred as a guide to the Presidency whereas in reality 
Winifred is using them. Hatch thinks li tt l e of Vifj_nifred. She 
not orD. y gives her own vers ion of the Sermon on the l:lount , but 
she carries her own portable Mount with her at al l times . She's the 
first Lady Nle ssiah and her righteous s8rearr1s are so l oud against 
Fasc ism that she almost makes Hatch tolerate Hitler • 

.A ·week l ater Gideon is summoned to Earduc1s throne-room decor-
ated ty the self-styled nGertrude Stein of Interior Decorotingtt . 
Gideon salaams and offers to form any k i nd of organization provided 
it was on the right side. ·which is the ri ght side'? "In any 
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controversary your sj.de would probably be the right side, Colonel, 11 

says Gideon and cinches the job with a bonus of being invited to 
di ne wi th t 11 e Co 1 o ne 1, 

At dinner Winifred takes over the convs rsation to denounce 
Hitler so ferociously that every one present becomes stub"bornly 
certain that Hitler is a fine, jolly fel l ow who loves girls and 
sausages and beer . As she talks on the company l ong s to sit on 
the front porch at go od old Berchtesgaden and talk about fishing. 

To aid Gideon in forming his new orga ni z ati on I1J:arduc 1 ends 
him one of his brig ht young rr..en - Sherry Belde n, Yale 1928 , 
Skull & Bones and Phi Beta Kappa , who smokes a pipe and wears 
t weeds am counts himself a Liber a l because he p raises Gandhi; 
usuall y f or the wro ng thj_n gs. VVith Gideon are associated Winifred, 
Senator Bultitude, Governor Blizzard, Ramona Tundra, Dr . Christian 
Ster n , Bishop Pindyck and Rabbi Lichte nsel ig . 'Th ere is also a Pro-
f e ssor Top elius wh o plans t o bri ng eternal peace to Europe by a 
Federation run by Ame ricans and Professor Topeliu s . Actuall y Topel-
ius r.ates Americans because he t h inks the y eat lunch at drug stores. 
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Also . ther e is a ge nuine ~conomistj Frofessor Campion 7 and Zd 

Unicorn wholiavc exhausted every anecdote in books and lectures that he 

eve r he a r d a s a Foreign C0rrespondent, For funds Marduc nicks an 

alb.of inve stment banker, a burly oil man, and Leopold Altzcit, inter-

national banker~ 

Peony finds it easy to becomE: l ady i n waiting to Winifred whose 

othe r fri ends have been long talked t o death, a;.:.d ~·dnifred confidenti ally 

t ells her with a shout that it wo rrie ~ her to think of having loafers 

~nd lowe r bracketeers vote and decide major i ssues~ ~fuile Uinifred is 

for Democracy she thinks important decisions should be left in the 

hands of an exp~rt - - like herself . 

Gideon's Society for the Global G1ory of Colone.i Marduc is finally 

called ~he Dynamos of Democratic Direct i on and it is planned to have a 

Powerhouse in every community . The unexpressed purpose of the DDD is 

to supplant the government with a Soviet headed by Colonel lVIa rduc. 

The ordinary citizens, espec i a lly t hose yokels ' .est of Buffalc, arc told 

that the DDD will bring Democ r acy and one unendi ng Christmas morning to 

the American people and the world . 

For 3 ye ars -- 1938 - to 1941 - Gideon serenely dire cts the DDD 

while th~ rest of the world i s not so s erene . 

Let us look a t a day -- Dec. 5, 1941 in Gideon ' s life . He 

returns that morning from Washington whe r e he has appeared as an ~xpert 

on Eskimos before a Congressional Commi ttee . He i s not quite able to 

live on his aalary, his be ard is grey, but he s t ill loves Peony and is 

dubious about his daughter Carrie now in Hunte r College. 

To Carrie her parent s arc survi vals of Flami ng Youth. Sometimes 

Gideon worries that Carrie isn ' t more femini ne toward the 1.olves and 

Hell Raisers and Intellectuals -- not that he want s Carrie seduc ed , bu t 

he wishes she wouldn ' t ac~ superior to t he idea of seduct i on . Gideon ha s 

lon5 since g iven up trying to g ive Carrie ' s young men i nside information 
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on the International Situation . All cf them disliked Hitlerism and 
expected quite calmly to go to war someday . They were never impressed 
by Gideon . 

At breakfast Gideon r eads the headlines to Carrie who has already 
read them. l1e takes the subway to his office whic h he enters like a 

sultan entering a harem -- a simile that is apt because there are only 
2~ men to fifty women in the office . The half is Carlyle Vesper who 
is supposed to be office manager but is really a flunky . 

In his fine Georgian office Gideon allows his secretary to flatter 
him, reads his L1ail, and dictates replies after glancing at the Gonf-
i dential Special File whic h contains the annoted nM1es of philanthrob-
bers good for at lea.st a thousand . On~ letter this morning disturbs 
Gideon . It is from Johnson of Minneapo lis, a local powerhouse leader . 

Johnson writes that he ' s pretty di scouraged. The DDD se ems to be 
trying to make a mystery of Democracy and their inside information con-
sists of stuff like the fact that =eke Bitterly is a Fascist. Johnson 
has known that for 20 years! Johnson is worried . There is such a 
clamor of authoritative voices in the land that they 1 re likely to make 
the Common Man disgusted wi th 9'1L authority and drive him to anarchy or 
comic strips . 

Gi deon dictates a flattering letter to Johnson and turns to peruse 
a letter of pr aise frOiii Dr. Elmer Gantry -- the Streamlined Clergyman 
and Rad io Preacher . Beamingly Gideon r eflects that he and Gantry made 
a nice sum by selling DDD buttons as a private racke t, But back to 
business . Gideon dictates a lette r to an ~di tor advertising the DDD and 
making up a Greek author to hang a quotation on . 

At a luncheon of e Soc iolog ical Club at the Grand Hosannah Hotel 
Gide on speaks ,on changes caused by Ge rman occupation of Paris. Then 

' he meets ·.:inifred in the .3aboon Bar and they go to a committee meeting 
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of the Call to Arms League though Co lone l Ma r duc (iso lat i on i st until 

he re ad editor i al comment afte r a speech before a Defense First ant i-

war meet ing) firmly believes there will be no war. 

At s i x Gideon speaks briefly on the r adio . At 8: 15 he and Peony · 

enter a Ha ll where Gi deon debates with Geo r ge Riot, pr ofessor of Bon-

nibel Col l ege, on 1LResolved : i n case of war women should bear arms. 

For the a ffirmat ive Gideon makes a moving spe ec h. Many believ~ he is 

earnest. Then l:J inifred makes a talk i n whi ch she praises True Democ JJa-

cy and intimates that civilizat i on will go sma sh if people don 1 t listen 

to her . 

Outside the Hall ". i n ifred 1 s chauffeur, a taxi-driver, and a Do-:;r -

man a r e wondering what the hell democracy is. The t axi-driver thinks 

it means ri ch guys ought to give more tips t o poo r guys . The chauffeur 

is against it if Winifred is for it . The:: Doorman, accepting a tip, 

allows that Democr acy is all nonsense if it says he ' s no better than 

his brother Jake who is st i ll digg i ng potato es i n Ma i no . When Winifred 

i s driving Gi deo n and ?eony home she bewai ls the fact that stupid, 

stoli d people like her chauffeur can 1 t be persuaded t o listen to The 

Voice of Democracy . 

That night Gideon bewails the fact that while he and Peony make 

$8 ,000 a year they 1 r e rea lly poo r people in New Y0rk. Doe s Peony ever 

think it mignt be pleasant to get i nto some good relig ious organization 

in a small towr_? "That ' s how people degenerate , like in that play 'dhi t e 

Cargo 11 , comments Peony . He couldn' t a sk he r to a ssoc i ate with farmers 

again afte r all her years of struggle , could he? 

Saturday, Dec. 6 , Gideon flies out to Bonnibel Dollege with 

Georg~ where he takes the negative of s.hould women bear arms in case 

of war and delivers an ea rnest, moving speech. He also ge ts an honorary 

Li tt . D. degree, bringing nis total up to 8,. i ncluding the Ph. D. he 

earned. 
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He is back Sunday to take Peony t o church to hear Dr. Gantr y who 

says that :2:urope is at war becaus e people don't go to church and that 

he and God are displ eased about it. After c hurch there is a meeting 

of the Nat i onal Directors of DDD where Gideon is forc ed to quell 

1:·Ji nifred ' s inside tip speech tha t the Japanese are r eal ly seek i ng to 

get on with necessary bus i ness. 

The highlight of the meeting is a non-stop sentence definition 

of Democracy in lyric prose that is meaning less. Mr. Johnson who has 

come out from Minneapolis to see what the DDD rea lly is adds a sour 

note by condemning the de finiti on and asserting t ha t the organ i zat i on 

seems to be a bunch of congenital alumni and two very art iculate. women 

who sit around patting each other on the back . 

At this moment comes the news of Pearl Harbo r. Gideon phones 

lvlarduc who stateei that the U.S. will whip the little yellow bastards 

i n 5 months ane cal ls a conference for that night. 

Gi deon returns home to find CBrrie with a young man . The young 

man walks out when Gideon begins to talk of what a great opportuni ty 

it is to enlist and how he wishes he were young e'nough. Carrie begs 

Gideon not to hand out s logans anymo.r e . The boy who left was a pac ifist 

six month s ago; tomorrow he enlists in the Marines, I t is blasphemy to 

Gi deon to deride slogans. 

I n his hotel room Mr. Johnson writes his son who i s i n the army 

ane tells the son that he is enlisting, too. 

At his confe rence that night ~arduc puts the resources and publ ici~ 

ty of DDD behind identifying Marduc with post war negotiations to g~ t 

people referring to the trivlarduc Plan" for cutting Europe into small 

duc hies. .Marduc thinks maybe the Ja~· s did him a service at F~arl .Harbor~. 

Governor Tom Blizzard calls Gideon next day. He 's going back to 

the United St ates . H~' s ~disgusted with all the pressure groups whi ch 

are trying to make this The Organized States of America, Inc. 
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Blizzard thinks he's got a darn good chance of the Democracit Nomina-
tion in 1944 9.nd he 1 s reverting to Main 3treet . -.hile he 1 s go ne he 
wants Gideon to keep him posted on C0 lonel ~arduc ' s activities. 

na. Gideon ~ccepts the 

job of spy for a hundred a month ~ . 

The ·,far brings lean times to the uplift leagues . Gi deon h::is a mar -
velous idea ; why not save expenses by combing all of them --with Dr. 
Gideon P1anish as executive secret9.ry . He starts out to list them 
all and stops at 2000 . He picks a list o f 20 and visits them, only 
to find t hat many are only a te le pho ne and that the big ones al l have 
t he same idea only they want to dominate the cooperative merger . 

The DDD busies itself in denouncing Bi ttery and ~anderson- Smith 

as Fasc is ts (the government has had them in jail for two months) 
and in announcing to members that the government wants s::rap. Naturally 
it p lumps for the iv~arduc Plan for Po st ·jar Peace. 

One day GiC.ecn meets Hewitt Hatch, now in a m.aj0r 1 s uniform. TNhen 
Gideon states that he ' s thinking of jc·ining . hatch uses a sibilant 
four letter word whose meaning is most clear. 

During this time near- tragedy stalks Colonel 1VI2rEl.uc . After a 
quarrel with his latest mistres s 1viarduc picks up a girl in a bar . 
She is F1aude Stansbury who vrnrks for DDD 9.nd who is rnarri~d to Carlyle 
Vesper . I'he apartment to which .lviarduc takes Flaude makes her cry with 
joy, but when Ifarduc wisi ts Flaude ' s apartment several days later -- a 
rear wall< up on the 1£ast Side -- Carlyle Vesper suddenly ap~ :ears with 
an opep estr a i ght razor and only the presence of a detective whom 
i:.'Tinifred ha s set to watc h il:i.<:1rduc saves the :::; olonel from death . Marduc 
pays the detective blackmail and gives Vesper and Flaude enough money 
to take them back to the iV1iddle ·, ~est . 

Thus it is that Colbnel ~arduc learns that ~ifinifred intends to 
c.limb to power over his body, dead if necessary. For that day on 
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·~;in i frcd takes charge of lv'Iarduc ' s car eer by polite blackmail. 

Just now she i s busy giv ing out information that the Koreans are 

about to rise agai~st the Japs. 

To Peony "v"inifred confesses that she is starting an organization 
of her own des i gn .: to put the U.S. into the capable controlling hands 
of women . ~inifred intends to run for the city counc il. She hires 
the bored Peony to bos s her corps of secretar i es , and Peony finds a 
new i nterest i n life what with business col le~ e and the Movement . 

She even refuses to meet Ge.orge Riot at their favorite ,hot§.1_~~amog!.: 
any more! 

Gideon's better self --not wholly stif led by years of upl i ght 
and good-doing -- is beginning to queotion h is soul about making 

money out of professional patriotism when Dr. R. Austin Bull invite s 
him to be the Speaker at Pres entation Day ceremonies of Kinniki nick 
College. He accepts irr.media tely . "I im go ing and maybe I 1 rn never 

coming back, 11 Gideon exults. 

Peony refuses to gc. Instead she g ives Gideon a ga l a f ar ewell 
wh ich consists of innumerable taxi trips to bar 5 to re staur ant, tc 
the ater; and expensive dinner fo r which they wa it two hours; and a 
viewing of a play whi ch Gide on has seen before~ The outlay would 

have ~ade up a ransom for a small prince; 

Consequently Kinnikinick has never looked better to Gideon . It 1 s 
quie t, peaceful, rural and Gideon has f riends there. He finds he has 
been homesick for Kinnikinick for years~ Even Teckla comments on t h e 
fac t. that his heart seems to be still in the ba ckwoods. It comes tc 
him as he is speaking to t he s tudents tha t maybe he should be asking 
them about Democra cy instead of telling them. When Bull announce s 

that he is retiring and that Gideon can have t he presidency of the 

colleg e Gideon eJmost ~ccepts on the spot before he remembers Feony. 
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He promises to think it over. He is fed up with City Life. Organiza-

tions and Conditions. 

But when Gideon returns I-eony takes him out for a real New York 

evening and he doesn't dare say anything about the Presidency . Carrie 

has gone to work in an aircraft factory now and t he young men of DDD 

are leaving f or war and throwing more burdens on his shoulders. 

Finally Gideon does get up courage to tell Peony about t he offer. 

Peony thinks he is crazy. \!\Then he puts his foot down and says 

that he really does want to go she reminds him of the years of toil 

and sacrifice she de\i oted to his career and suddenly furious she tells 

him that but for her he ' d have been out of DDD long ago . She co os up 

to him after that and Gideon agrees tha t maybe it would be sorta slow 

back in Kinnikinick but still •.. 

The sudden death of T. Austin Eull brings matters to a crisis and 

Gideon makes cne last plea to Peony. She i s weakening when newly 

elected Senator Tom Blizzard arrives. ThereTs a big rally on at The 

Imperia 1 Temple tonight with plenty of vlashin0 ton Big Shots . Would 

Gideon and Peony like to come? They can sit on the platform . Maybe 

they 1 ll be useful to the Bliz zard ma chine some day. 

There are 15~000 people at the rally and Peony sits next to the 

C ancellor General of the United States. She is bubbliri,g over.. Surely 

Gideon can ' t ask her to give this up for coll:ege teas. "I know, " says 

Gideon. 

Peony rattles on: ttnon' t worry if Marduc l ands in the alc'oholic 

ward and leaves you without a job, The way I stand with Winny and 

Tom Blizzard, I ce.n always support you, and you can stay home and have 

a nice, long quiet rest." 

So speaks the New Feminist. 
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"Someday we're going to have a penthouse on East End Avenue , ti 

exults Peony. 
0 Yas?" says Dr. Gideon Flanish. He knows he will never recover 

from his soul sickness though he follow the path of notoriety for 

another quarter century. 

THE Elm 



TITLE 

CO!IIMENT: 

GIDEON FLAHISH 

By Sinclair Lewis 

Sinclair Lewis turns his trenchant sneer and his bitter satire 

here on the Uplift Racket with its professicnaly money-wasting com-

mittees, leagues and federations for and against everything under 

the sun. He creates a Cooks' Tour of all such organizations from 

the lunatic fringe to the most sedate and ·weighty committee in a 

merciless expose of their methods and of the Reformers, grafters 

and era ckpots who run them~ •• 
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