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Saint Paul, September 4, 1930w

MRe Ae Feo STOTLER:

Your letter of August 29 in regard %o Bridge 59,
Connell Northern Branch, Pasco Division -
I think that careful watch should be made of the Howe
through span over Grest Northem tracks. Now that decision has been
reached to‘ mintain the Connell Northern Branch, we will of course

have to go shead with the repalir worke

Chief Enginecrs

copy lx'e Je Ee Craver




Seattle, Washington
August 29, 1930

€93

Mr. Bermard Blum,
Chief Engineer,
St.Paul, Minn,

Re: Inspection Bridge No, 59 Connell Northern
Branch, Pesco Division,

Form 134 for 1930 covered certain work on Bridge 59 near
Adrian on the Comnell Northern Branch, and it was proposed to fill
bents 1 to 39, rencw various posts, caps and sills, and renew stringers
and bents 39 to 52 and 53 to 82.

On account of the matter of abandomment of the line, which
wes a live subject early in the spring, this matter was held up, and
it was also included in items to be deferred and carriéd over.

Mr, Lantry, on July 15, 1930, advised that it had been
definitely decided not to apply for the abandonment of the line
Wheeler to Adrian, end Adrien Line from Adair to Adrian, This is
similer to the advice received from you on July 23, in which you
called to attention, at the coming bridge inspection, that it might
be possible that some of these structures could Ye filled more
economicelly than maintained, which was to be considered in the re-
commendations on Form 134.

Mr, Tremaine advised during the recent bridge inspection of
the Comnell Northern, that bents 53 to 82, being the approach from the
Adrian side, were in a very critical condition and required out of
face renewal; that numerous ceps are crushing, and found eleven
stringers cracking and indications of splitting, and that it wes
necessary to place a 5-mile slow order over the bridge. On account
of this condition, it was necessary to send a bridge crew to replace the
most dangerous ecrushed caps and place helper stringers immediatelye

Tt was reported that the timber is badly decayed, is only a
shell and the District Engineer and Supervisor consider immediate
replacement necessary. The timber in the structure is about 21 years

old.

In view of the above situation, I instructed Mr., Tremaine
to submit R.F.A. covering the replacement of the Adrian side, being
bents 59 to 82; the balance of the structure will carry over until




Mr. B. Blun August 29, 1930

spring at which time Form 134 will carry an item for filling bents
1 to 39, and certain repairs to bents 39 to 53, I understand that
the Howe Truss over the Great Northern tracks can be carried over,

While at Spokane on the 27th, this matter was discussed
with Mr, Craver and Mr, Tremesine and it was agreed to recommend the
plan outlined above, and Mr, Craver would arrange with Superintendent
for submitting requisition to cover the replacement of the Adrian
-approach, bents 59 to 82.




Salnt Paul, July 23, 1950,

Mre Ae Py Stotler:
Beferring to the question of abandomment

portion of the Commell Herthern between "heeler and

The Vice President advises me that for traffic
reasons conclusion has beem reacihed that for the tine being

we will perpetuate this line. This information is furnished

you for consideration in connection with the coming bridge ine

spectlion as it moy be possible that some of these structures

can be filled more ccomomically than maintained,

0

Chief Enginecys




St. Paul, Minn., July 18th, 1930,

MR. BERNARD BLUM:

There has been considerable discussion

about abandonment of that portion of the Connell Northern between

Wheeler and Odair, but for traffic reasons conclusion has been
reached that for the time being at least we must perpetuate
this line,

This being the case, I wish you would have
special attention given to bridge inspection between above peints
_this Summer, particularly with reference to possibility of £illing

of sane of theseé structures, whose maintenance is about to become

Copy to:

Mr, Te¢ H, Lantry,







Saint Peul, May 22, 1930,

lire He Ee Stevens:
Referring to the matter of abandonment
of portions of the Comnell Northern Line:

In passing through Spokane on my returng I spoke
to Mre Tremaine about the matter and he advised me that there
was some activity going on in favor of the Columbia Basin
Projecte I have just received from him folder prepared by
the Columbia Basin Irrigation League, that has no date, bub

is evidently of recent publication as it gquotes letters dated

1928, I% is being used to describe the prbject in a general

way and shows that the agitation is not dormant.

I understand there is some other literature out which
Mre Tremaine will try to locates On the map contained in the
folder I heve had our lines shown prominently so as to indicate

the relationship of the project to the Northern Pacifice

Chief Engineceare




Spokane, May 19, 1930.

Mr. Bernard Blum:- Columbia Basin in Irrigation Project, Wash.

As per your request of the other day, I hand you
herewith a map dated State of Washington, Division of Hydraulics,
December, 1922, showing in yellow , irrigation projects proposed,
and in green, irrigation projects in operatioh, both in the
state of Washington, as of that time. This map is somewhat
out of date in some respects, but it does show the Columbia
Bagin Project.

Am also handing you herewith Folder prepared by
the Columbia Irrigation League, without date, but it is one
now used currently to describe the project in a general way.

There is some other literature out which I will get

and either forward to you or brief to you as soon as I can

locate it. n

District Engineer.







T

UI'e wlEVELS
L

(o g
s referr:

showrle

for it ard I think it




At Glendive, May 15, 1930,

e He He Stevenss
Your letter 4pril 50 and vetwrning papers
sbout proposed abandomment of the Conmell Hortheram Line between
“heeler and Odairs:
As requested I have attached three prixﬁ::, of map
of the State of Washingbon, showing various lines of the Nox-
thern Pacific, Oreat Northern snd Milweukse, and slso of the

CUWRRSN, between Spokme and Seattle and Portland.

¥We have reviewed our files covering 1908 and 1909 vhen

it vas decided to comvtruct the Comnoll Forihern Linee There
ere no estimates contained therein ss to the pivhable businees
expecteds ¥re Darling, in his instructions to Assistent
fngineer Westfall, divected him to figure on a location based
on ten daily trains cach way betwoen Commell and Adriome There
are some statements made that the counbry was well settled and
it was estimated that there would be a good wheat movemsnte In
July, 1908 Mr. Vostfall made a roport indicating crops of twenty
to twenty-five bushels per acre over some ten towmshipse. Half of
this acreage would be availsble far sny one year on account of
sumner fallow farmings It is also stated in letter firom Mre
Darling that the country through which the line was to be bulilt
was well settleds As a mubter of fact, I think mest of these
farmers have since left,

last ‘ugust when I wvent over the line with Mre Lanbyy,

we had some discussion about sbandoning that portion from Adeo to




lMre He Eq Stevens #2

Odaire 4s-you lmow, there are a nmumher of bridges which are
getting ripe.

The smount of business which the meport shows we mi@‘tt'
lose, as compared with the cost of mintaining the track and
ronning traing, indicates that we have 1little to lose and con=
sidereble to gain by cbandoning the portion Adeo to Odaivre Between
Adeo snd Vheeler the expenses Jjust about equal the earnings.

There has been so much talk sbout the Colwmbia Basin
developmemt that I am inclined to think thab it will go thwough
in some forme Vhile there is spparently no economie Justification
for the expenditwre, considering the agricultural situation of the

country as a vhole, we lmow from experience that govermmental aid

is not always based on economic justification.\ There appears to

be no gquection but & huge irrigation mrojesct in this terrvitory
would be of great bemefit to the Northem Pecifice I wnderstand
that the CGovernment have aofne men in tha territory now investigote
ing the projects Por this reason I do not believe it would be
wise to abendon the line from Adco to Vheeler. If the cblumbia
Basgin mwrojoet does go through, we would likewise want the line Adeo
%0 Odaire I question if the 1.C.Ce would permit the abandomment
gouth of Adrismn on the basis of the figures presented bub I belicve
there is strong possibility of retiing pamission to abandon the use
of the line Adco t§ Odaire

It is therefore my sugpestion that we apply for cessation




Mre He Be Stevens 9

of operation over this portion of the Comnell Northern Line

but refrain at this tine from taking wp the raile I think owr

chmnees for getting peamit wuld be better under such a schome.

Chief IEngineoere




At Glendive, May 15, 1930,

Mo He Eo Stevems:

Your letter 4April 30 and returning papers
about proposed abandonment of the Connell Horthern Line between
Wheeler and 0dairs:

As requested I have attached three prints of msp
of the State of Washingtom, showing various lines of the Nox-
thern Pacific, Great Northern and Milwsukee, and also of the
OWRRAM, between Spok:ne and Seattle and Portland.

We have reviewed our files covering 1908 and 1909 when
it was decided to construet the Comnell Northern Line, There
are no estimates contained therein as to the probable business

expectede Mr, Darling, in his instructions to Assistant

Engineer Westfall, directed him to figure omn a location based

on ten daily trains esch way between Comnell and Adriame There
are some statements made that the coumtry was well settled and
it was estimated that there would be & good wheat movements In
July, 1908 Mr. Westfall made a report indicating crops of twenty
to twenty-rfive bushels per acre over some %en townshipse Half of
this acreage would be availsble for any one year on account of
sumer fallow farminge It is also stated in letter from Mre
Darling that the country through which the line was %o be built
was well settleds As a mabber of fact, I think most of these
farmers have since left,

Last August when I went over the line with Mr. Lantry,

we had some discussion about abandoning that portion from Adco to




Mre He B¢ Stevens 5‘2

Oodaiyre As you lmow, there are a mumber of bridges which are
ge{;ﬁmg ripes

The amount of business which the report shows we might
lose, as compared with the cost of maintaining the track and
running traing, indicates that we have litile to lose and con-
siderable to gain by <bandoning the portion Adco to Odaire DBetween

Adco and Vhesler the expenses just about equal the earningse

There has been so much talk about the Columbia Basin

development that I am inclined to think that it will go through

in some forme VWhile there is epparently no economic justification
for the expenditure, considering the agricultural situation of the
country as a whole, we Jmow from experience that govermmental aid
is not always based on economic justification. There sppears %o

be no guestion but a hmge irrigation projeect in this territory
would be of great benefit to the Northern Pacifice I understand
that the Govermment have some men in the territory now investigat-
ing the projeét. Por this reason I do not believe it would be
wige o0 nbandon the line from Adco %o Wheeler, If the Columbia
Basin project does go through, we would likewise want the line adco
to Odaire I question if the I.C.Ce would permit the abandorment
south of Adrimm on the basis of the figures prosented bub I belicve
there is strong possibility of getiing pamission to abandon the 'use
of the line Adco to Odalr,

It is therefore my suggestion that we apply for cessation




Mre He Bs Stevens 7o

of operation over this portion of the Comnell Northern Line

but refrain at this tine Hrom taking up the raile I think owr

2.3

chances for getting pamit would be betier under such a scheme,

Chief Engineere
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12 Missouls

B 138 have not been able to find anydata in our files

M=46

R E Gemmell

426p




TIME FILED

TELEGRAM—BE BRIEF [1°]

Vay 14 1930




TIME FILED

TELEGRAM—BE BRIEF

lissoula lMay 13 1930 R E Gemmell
otpaul

)

Your Note 7 th re data i n our files relative to business
on connell Northern Have you developed anything further B 138

Bernard Blum
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Ste. Paul, Minn.,

April 30, 1930e

MR. BERNARD BLUM:

Herewith file about proposed abandonment of that por-
tion of the Connell Northern between lheeler and Odéir.

Wish you would have three sets of prints prepared showing
the routes involwed in this abandonment from Spokane to Seattle, Tacoma,
and Portland. These maps should show the lines of the Northern Pacific,
Great Northern and Milwaukee between these terminals, and I would like
to have the distances indicated directly on the prinés, in order to
present a graphic picture of what the routing of business will be and
distances after the line is abandoned as compared with the present con-
ditions.

Wish you would also review your files covering the preliminary
studies made at the time it was decided to construct the Connell Northern,
and if there are any estimates made as to probable business I would like
to have the figures. ;

With return of file and this data, wish you would also advise

your view as to the suggested abandonment and its possible effect on the

fufure development of the Northern Pacific territory.
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