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Seattla, "n.
Sept. 5, 1946

Gypeus Product ion

ir. J« L. Burnham;

For your inforsation I am attaching herete copy of
elipping fyom the Jeattle Journal of Commerce, JSept. 5, referring
to the proposed establisiment of a gypsum lath and wallboard
plant te baé gonstructed at Sigurd, Utah.

Apperently this plant 1is somewhat slong the lines of
that which ¥r. Powell is developing plans for a possible
ssnul'seturing plant located on rall and water Lransportation above
Brand Coulee Dem and referred to in my letter of Sepl. 4.

There Lis, as you kmow, an incresse in demand for this type

of bullding material due to its insulating value togeother with the
inervased price of lusber prouducts which it supplants,

J. T. DERRIG
resistant Vhief Zngineer
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Seattle Journal of Commerce - September 5, 1946

UTAM GYPSUM PLANT WILL BE OPERATING

IN 1947

in announcement of interest to the
Northwest homebuilding industry was made here
yesterday. A large gypsum,lath and wallboard
plant is to be constructed at Sigurd, Utah.

Heading the new company, to be called
the Western CGypsum Co,., is 8, H, Fliason,
former Salt Lake City resident. Associated
with him is ¥, 8. lole, Doth men are former
sales executives for the U,S8. Gypsum Co. The
new fimm is taking over the present American
Kesnes Cement & Plaster Co. It is stated
that the plant will be completed by late
spring of '47 and it is expected its produc-
tion will materially aid the housing progrem
throughout the Northwest.




Seattle, ¥n,
Sept. 5, 1946

Production of Gypsum

Mr, Bernard Blum:

I am attaching hereto copy of my letter of Sept. 4 to
Mr. Burnham in reference to possible location of a gypsum
manufacturing plant which Mr., Powell, of the Horizontal Stave
Tank Co., advises that the tentative plans he has under considera-
tion contemplates the location of the plant on both water and
rail transportation above the Grand Coulee Dam,

It, of course, would be possible to lacate this plant
on Great Northern trackage but Mr, Powell considered the location
in the viecinity of the dam more desireable, as a considerable
amount of the product will be sold within the area of the Grand
Coulee irrigation development,

He estimated that 75% of the production would move by
rail and the plant would have a production of about five cars per
daye. GCypsum is a by-product of the Trail plant and he figures
that it can be moved by water to the manufacturing location, duty
free, for the raw materisl,

I have advised Mr, Burnham that I will ascertain from
Mr, Banks tomorrow the Governments' plans in regard to the abandon-
ment and relocation of their railroad,  Coulee City to Grand Coulee
Dem and I will also endeavor to obtain any information from Mr.
Banks he may have in respect to possible development of this plant.

Assistant Chief Engineer
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Produstion of Uypsum

ir. Bernard Blumg

I am attaching herete copy of my letter of Sept. & to
¥r. Burnham in reference to posasible location of a gypsum
manufacturing plant which kr. Powell, of the Hordisontal Stave
Tank Co., advises that the tentative nlans he hass under considere.
tion sontemplates the location of the plant on both water and
rail transportation above the Grand Coulee Dam.

It, of course, would be poesible to looate this plant
on Great Horthern traciage but ir. Powell considered the loeation
in the vicinity of the dam mors desireable, as a considersble
amount of the predust will be sold within the ares of the Grand
Coulee irrigation development,

He estimated that 757 of the predustion would move by
rail and the plant would have a production of about five curs per
day. (Oypsum 1s « by-produst of the Trail plant and he figures
that it can be moved by water to the mapufseturing location, duty
freoe, for the raw materisl.

I have advised Mr, Burnham that I will aseertain from
#r., Banks tomorrow the Covernments' plans in regerd %o the abandon.
ment and relocation of their railread, ' Coulee City to Grand Coulee
Pam and I will also sndeaver to obtain any information from M,
Banks he way have in respect to possible development of this plant.

J. T. DERRIG
Aasistant Chief ingineer




Seattle, Vn.
Sept. 4, 1946

Production of Gypsum
Mre Jde Le Wl

Mr. Harry Powell, of the Herizontal 3tave Tank Co.,
with offices in the Smith Tower, advised me that he had some
inquiry from local Seattle people in respect to designing s plant
for the production of gypsum materials in the vicinity of Grand
Coules Dam.

¥r. Powsll constructed the Kootenal coal dock for us,
which was recently completed, and has handled engineering design work
for the Brooks Scanlon Lusber Co. Powell piver development in B.C.
and has aleo handled some design work with American Smelting & Re-
fining Co. at Tacoma and Trail. lle stated that this company was
intereated in the possible wse of the by-product gypsum from the
Trail plant, having in mind that it could be transported by water
to a point in the vieinity of Coulee Dam, stating that they desired
to have the plant loeated on rallroad tradkage.

I told him that upon completion of the storage dams in
the Dry Canyon that it is probable that the Covernment would
asbandon their railrosd.

¥r, Powell stated that tentative plans for this develop-
pont are contemplated on the production of about five car loads per
day and it would seem that if railroad transportation is required
on the so-called Foosevelt Lake, back of the Dam, that the town of
Lincoln would be a good location and this industry cembined with
the lumber avallable at this location might make the railroad
connection to the lake desiresble.

I told Mr, Powell that & spur of this type is usually
constructed by the industry but that I would like to have more
information from him as to the proposed cpemtors of this plant.
He stated that he would have this infermstion for me within the
next few days as he wished to contact the people at Teail before
disclosing informotion as to the name of the operators, who I
understand are Seattle péople.

J. T. DERRIG
issistant Chief Ingineer






