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Saint Paul, February 29,.L943

Your letter of February 6th, with form of agreement
with L. C. Wiseman covering removal of Trasger Viaduet,
at AUBURNS

agreement has been executea for the Northern
Pacific Railway, and & copy i¢ transmitted to you here-
with for delivery to Lr, Wiseman.




aul, Minn., February 26, 1940,

Mr., Bernard Blum:

Your letter of February 13th with which you

enclosed proposed contract with L. C., Wiseman covering the

removal of the Treeger Viaduet at Auburn.
I have executed both copies of the agreement and
return herewith one copy of contract for transmittal to Mr.

Wisemen.

A, M. Gottschald







February 13, 1940

execution is form of agrecment




Ste Paul, Minn., February 13, 1940,

Subject:
Removal of Traeger Overcrossinge

(2561=27)

Mr., Bernard Blum:

Referring to your letter of February 9:

I have initialed and return agreement with
Mr. Wiseman covering removal of the above viaduct

and permitting him to salvage material in the structure.

FP

A
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Assistgnt to General Counsel,
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vacatlion, ana il Hegua Las p DETE i agre ,_uxc‘:,zi—t

with lr. Wiseman covering bthe rem f the viaduct,

permitting Mr. Viscman tc e material the
structure.

. ‘.:",'t‘;i,"’ is submitte




Seattle, Washington,
February 6, 1940.

1003-37-1
Mr. Bernard Blum:

Auvburn, Wn: Removal of
Traeger Viaduct,

Attached is copy of my letter of January 26 to
Mr. Sloan, regarding form of agreement to be prepared by the
Law Department covering removal of the Traeger Viaduct at Au-
burn by Mr. L. C, Wiseman,

Mr, Sloan approved agreement and returned same
to Mr, Requa for execution by Mr. Wiseman, which was done and
I am attaching it herewith for execution om the part of the
Northern Pacific, after which please return one completed copy
to me for delivery to Mr. Wiseman.

AFS: L
Encl.

Copy to
Mr. F,R.Bartles

MI.. GII.Hayward
Mr, J.F.Alsip







Seattle, Wasghington,
January 26, 1940,

1003-37-1
Mr. W, C, Sloans

Auburn, Wn: Removal of
Iraeger Viaduct,

You received copy of my letter to Judge Macfarlane, re-
garding removal of the Traeger Viaduct, at Auburn, in which I sug es-
ted that we should have an agreement with Mr, Wiseman covering remov-
al of the Viaduct and should hold out sufficient selvage iron umtil
Mr, Wisemean has carried out the major portion of the work of taking down
approaches and removal of the material from the premises.

Mr, fequa wrote me under date of Janwary 21, copy to you,
with attachment of form of agreement, le states that the agreement
as written is ebout all that can be expected under the circumstances,
which is apparently the case., Of course in the way this matier was
handled, that is, considering that thru Mr, Wiseman's influence with
the County Commissloners, the Viaduct was vacated, 1 assume this form
of agreement is sll we can expect.

You will note on second page of form of agreement 1t is
provided that Contractor is taking over the material in full payment
for the services refe red to in connection with vacation of the Viaduct,
I am therefore initialing the agreement and forwerding seme to you for
handling.

leas
If you agree, you shoul%_%%v&so ¥Mr. Requs to have Mr, Wise-
ment sign the agreement.

AFE:L
Encl.

Copy to
Mr, Alsip

Mr. Hayward




Tl"hin I‘. xi&, ‘t?. idvi biul;

Janus Xy 43 » 1940

rcpared to cover sbandonment of

eger viaduet at suburn, Tecoma AFL ED-2l, amount T1300.
v

#ill you please put in lhe for authoriszation?
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Tacoma Jan 15/40 S W Law

L-6 Superintendent Alsip approves
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a
St.' Paul, Minn., Jan. 15, 1940 T C Hansen [7 [
Tacoma, Wash. e

Your letter Jan. 11 work order 3455 removal of overhead bridge

Auburn. When bridge is removed signsl 223 should be relocated
1000 feet and signal 224 should be relocated 2200 fest towards

Tacoma to provide improved stopping distances and uniform lengths

of block. Discuss with Supt. Alsip and advise if his approval to
move signals e¢an be obtained. L-6.
S. W. Law

Cy BB




Tacoma, Wash., January 11, 1940

The overhead bridge in Auyburn Yard

Work Order 3455

Mr, S. W. Law:

located between MP 22 and 23 on whieh our signals

22.3 and 22.4 are located is being torn down and

these two signals will be placed on the ground
Monflay morning, January 15th.

This for your information,

T. C. Hansen

Supervisor of Signals




1386 _TIME FILED

N-F#% TELEGRAM—BE BRIEF >

Sg. Peul, Minn., Jan. 15, 1940,

T. C. Hansen
Tacoma, Wash.

Your letter Jan. 11 work order 3455 removal of overhead bridge
fuburn. When bridge is removed signal 223 should be relocated
1000 feet and signal 224 should be relocated 2200 feet towards
Tacoma to provide iuproved stopping distances and uniform lengths
of block. Discuss with Supt. Alsip and advise if his aporoval to

move signals can be obtained. L-6,

Cy BB \/

S We Law
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Seatile, Washington,
Januery 11, 1940,

1003-37-1
Hr, R, 8, Mapfarlanes

Avwburn, ¥ni Removel of
Irasger Visduct,

On December 29, 1939, I wrote Mr, Sloan, copy to you,
with regard to the vacatlon of the Traeger Viaduct, Auburn, snd removal
of same, There was & question whether the salvsge iron was to be turned
over te Hr, Wiseman, as 1 recommended, and ¥r., Sloan's letter of Decem-
ber 30 spperently agreed with me,

Supervisor Heacham commenced removal of thet portion of
the structure spanning Northern Pacific tracks on Janusry Z and on Jenue
ary 2 he met Mr, Wisemun, who was working on the spprocches and who stated
that if 1t was not for receiving the selvage iron in the spens, he could
not afford to remove the approsches to the spans.

I was on the ground with Superintendent Alsip on January
8, looking over ome of the spans which had been taken down, and it was
noted that there was no salvage velue in the timber as it wes very bedly
decayed, I later met Hr, Wiseman, who was working on the approsches
and in looking over the materiel which he was salveging, found that there
was little of say value, 1 then celled atlention of Mr, Wisemsn to the
statement he had made to Supervisor ®eagham, about teking over the salvage
dron in the spans being teken down by Division forces, and Mr. ¥isemen said
this ves his understanding with you snd ¥r. Regua. He stated that while
the iron was not specificelly mentioned he understood that it wea included
in the materisl in the spuns which he was to receive for his setivity in
accomplishing the vaestion of the viaduet and removal of the spprosches,

After goling over the matier, ¥r, Alsip end I decided that
there would be nothing in it for ¥r. Wiseman unless he secured the salvage
iron, as he stated, and in view of the statement made in my letter of Decem~
ber 29, referred to above, I recommend that the salvage iron be turned over
to ¥r, Wlseman. 1 slso have copy of letter from Mr, Lowry to Supt. Alsip,
dated January 9, sdvising that inssmuch as Mr, ¥isemsn hes lald clsim to
the metal we rhould let bla heve it.

I diecussed this matter with Mr, Requa and 'phoned you
this afternmoon that we should have sn sgreement with Hr, Wisemen covering
removal of the Viaduet, what I have in mind being that »e should not tuwrn
over all the salvage iren in the spons to him until such time as he has
made sufficient progress in the removal of the approaches. Of course,




¥r, ¥aefarlane Z Jan, 11/40

P
under the circumatances, 1 do not believe we can get any liability insur-
ence but 1t may be & good ldea for the Rallway Company to take out same
for its protection, that is, for the work being performed by Mr, Wisemsn,
although ths chsnce of anything occurring is remote. However, 1 think
we would be taking 2 chance if we do not do so..

All the materisl in the spans, being taken down, is to be

piled in the Fast side of the Yard, at a point where it can be conveniently
loaded out by ¥r. Wiseman.

AFE1L

Copy to

Hr, 8losn

Mr. Blum / |

Hr, Hayward

Hr., Alsip







Seattle, January 10, 1940,

1003-37=1

Mr. G. I/I{yward:

Auburn - Removal of Traeger Viaduct

Pleage see your ocopy of my letter to Mr. Sloan of
Jamuary 2, 1940 relative to above mentioned subjeet and parti-
cularly the last paragraph about disposition of the salvage
iron.

Mr. Wiseman has made claim for the salvage iron which
will be turned over to him, therefore I wish you would please
grrnagé to furnish Mr. Blum the necessary information in order

that he may prepare an AFE to cover retirement of this viaduct

on basis of Mr, Wiseman teking all salvage.

ANB/W







Saint Paul, January 4, 1940

ER, LOWRY SMITH:

The attached about vacation of Traeger overcrosuing at
Aaburns
it appe

ars that Mr, Williams lssued copy of the Urder of

Vacation to all interested of ficers; and the attached will

serve as a memworandui for correction of cur records.

1 am arranging for AF: to sover the abandonment.




Seattle, Washingtom,
January 2, 1940.

1003-37-1
Hr. W, Cg Sloans

Auvburn, ¥n: Removal of Traeger Viaduet.

Your letter of Mecember 30, in reply to mine of Yecem-
ber 29, regarding removal of the Traeger Viaduct et Auburn, end sppro-
ving with the understanding wiih ®r, Wiseman, who wae instrumental in
having the County Commissioners vacate this structure.

Mr., Wiseman was in the office on Vecember 29, after I
wrote you, and inguired if it was 0.K. to comnence ifmmediately the re-
moval of that portion of the viaduct which wes not over the Rorthern
Pacific trecks: I advised that 1% vap D.X. %o do so on January 2 and
thaet the rellway forces would alsc commence on the same date and would
pile such timber as they removed on the ecast side of the viafuet whers
it could be conveniently haandled by him and he was agreceable to this
method of handling,

In the conversation #r, ¥Wisemun did not bring up the gues-
tion of his taking over the mrought and ceet irom, so I inferred that he
dic not have this in mind, However, this ney come up later,

Regerding your reguest thzt Superintendent be furnished
with data for RFi, in view of cdlsposition of the salvage iron Leing in
doudbt, I sugyest that we hold up submittal of BFA date wntil this 1is
settled, which should be within the next two weeks, as if lMr, Wiseman
is going to meske cleim for the selvage iron he would do so within that
time, I stated to Hr, aAlsip that if his forces teke down the structure
they should remeve the iron and pile it separately so it will not be mixed
up with the timber,

~“AFS1L

"F‘.f'

Copy to / (Signed) A. F. STOTLER :
ir, Blum G

Hr, Haywsrd
Mr. Alsip




TIME FILED

@" ™" TELEGRAM—BE BRIEF :

LETTER TO SLOAN







TIME FILED

TELEGRAM—BE BRIEF .

"\
ST PAUL JAN Z 1540 A F 8TOTILFR
i 8 b . T Badl g

SYATTLE

PLEASE FURNISH AFE DATA NFMOVAL OF TRAEG E VIATUCT AUBURN T-1

BFRNARL BLUM




Saint Paul, January 4, 1940

MR. LOWRY SMITH:

The attached about vacation of Traeger overcrossing at

Auburn:

1t appears that hir. Williams issued copy of the Order of

Vacation to all interested of ficers; and the attached will
serve as a memorandum for correction of our records.

1 am arranging for AFE to coyver

|the abandonment.
J
é

S
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Saint Paul, January 2, 1940

Noted by Date
LE TS

MR, J. E. THAMES: f
H. k. H. FEb

)
=¥ C, 8. [j Ll

Y, e

Herewith copy of order of vacation by Board of County
Commissioners of King County, Washington, covering bridge
over Auburn yerd known as Traeger overcrossing.

gk U AR B

I suggest that this be filed as a wight of way instru-
ment and that you issue right of way memorandum tc the
interested officers.

ce-kir. Lowry Smith
Vr. M. W. Beach




Saint faul, Jenuary 2, 1940

ME“. J. ;:n fI"LAA:w.&Jb‘

Herewlth copy of order of vacat.on by Board of County
comuissioners of King County, Washington, covering bridge
over Auburn yard konown as Treaeger overcrossings.

1l puggest that this be filed as & wight of way instru-
ment and that you issue right of wey memorandum to the
interested officers.

e !
~,

™
ce-ir. Lowry Smith
kirs e We Beach
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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
JACK TAYLOR, Chairman TOM SMITH RUSSELL H. FLUENT December 20, 1939
Second District Third District First District
EARL MILLIKIN, County Auditor and Ex-Officio Clerk of the Board
MARION KELEZ, Deputy Clerk of the Board

Mr. A. F. Stotler,
Assistant Chief Engineer
Northern Pacific Rallway
181 King St. Station
ceattle, Wash.
Dear Sir:
Re: Application of L. C. Wiseman for
Traeger Overcrossing, Bridge No. 76-H

In accordance with the reguest of the County Road Engineer,
we are enclosing herewith copy of the Order of Vacation
executed by the Board of County Commissioners, in regular
session December 18, 1939, covering the vacation of all
right-of-way of Bridge No. 76-H, Traeger Overcrossing.

Very truly yours,

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
EARL MILLIKIN, Clerk of Board

. & ~
L}’Z’k,‘../ =T 7 7M ‘iw
Deputy

By




I8 THE HATTER OF THE VACATION
OF BRIDGE Ko, 76-H, (TRAEGER ORDER OF VACATIOR
OVERCROSBIKG)

IR THE MATTER OF THE VACATICN of & county bridge, the Board finds
as follows:

FIRST: That the Boaréd of County Commissieners, on the 20th day of
Hovember, 1939, passed Fesolution No. 7539 declaring its intention
to vaeate and abandon Bridge No. T6-H, (Traeger Overerossing), here-
inafter more particularly deseribed, and directed the County Road
Engineer to make &n examination and report in writing thereon.

SECOND: That the Board of County Cosmissioners fixed the l8th day
of December, 1929, at 10 o'clock, As, K., as the time for hearing onm
the report of the County Rosd Engineer, und caused due notice of
hearing to be given, as provided by law,

THIRD: That on the 13th day of December, 1939, the County Road
Engineer filed his report in writing on said vecation, as follows:

®This overhesad crossing was lnspected by this office in April,
1935, ané found to be in very poor condition, unsafe for any
kind of vehicular traffic, It was closed to tralfic by
Resolution Ho, 5602 dated Hay 13, 1935. This territory 1is
served by good roads on each side of the rallroad tracks, and
the replacing of this structure ls not necessary for publie
travel. The vecation end abandonuent of sald bridge and all
right-of-way pertaining thereto, is recoammended."

POURTH: That upon such heariag, proef of publication and of post-
ing notice of such hearing heving been made by affidavits filed
vith the Clerk of sald Board of County Commissioners, the hearing
having been concluded and the Board of County Coumissioners having
considered the same, findst

1. That the bridge sought to be vacated will not be useful &s &
part of the general road system,

2« That the public will be benefited by the vacation of sald bridge
hereinafter mentioned, now, therefore, it is hereby

ORDERED that the following deseribed bridge be and the same iz here-
by vacated in accordance with the recommendation of the County Hoad
Engineer:

"Beginning at the intersection of the Vesterly righteof-way
line of Rosd No., 76 and the East and West cventerline of
Section 24, Twp. 21 N., R, 4 EJ¥W,H, and running thence West
to the Westerly right-of-way line of the Northern Pacifie
Railroad, a distence of 700 feet more or lesgy belng known
8s Traeger Overcrossing lio., 76-H," 7

DONE this / éP_dzc*‘.a:i:,r of December, 1939.

ATTEET:
EARL MILLIKIN
Clerk of Board
%}7%7 b B sk KING COUNTY, VAEHINGTON

Deputy

By




Ste Paul, Minnesots,
January 3rd, 1940

Mr. Bernard Blumg

You heve copy of Mre Sloen's letter to

me of December Z0th sbout removal of Traeger viaduct at
Auburn,

Have you sny comments or suggestions?
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Saint Paul, Jenuvary 2, 1940

. h. e hTL‘J.ﬂ»’HI

fou will be interested to lears that King County hase
vacation of the Traeger viaduct at Aubura wbich
Jur yard, °
1t sppears that « & e Visemen was very helpful in
¢ vacation, and he did it wi the understanding that
ittt to remove e Ba ag he timber in the

WOULL wWe o

gtructurec.

is not considered desireble for Er. Tiseman to

s ales el Bl
TACHD IKi 8l

<
the Suservisor do

-

dgown the truss spans over our

d

arranging with lir. S.can to have

vary satisfactorily ol a structure thal
been in disuse for several years and rapldly approschin
t....g wiel s“-y,c‘.m’.n“ IWQV..LLA La.Vu Lo #17) L«A‘;‘."Ll 'J.U':"ﬂti,

Iepi@Ce.




Seattle, Vash,,
December 30, 1036g

Hr, A. P, Stotlers .
Your letter of Degember 20th about vecation of the
i{raeger Viaduet, at Auburn,
Your understanding of the agreement as to permitting My,
“iseman to salvage the material in the structure is oorrect, and I
am arranging for a bridge orew to stert the work of removing end
sotting easide the portion over our tracks es quickly as poessible
after the first of the year,
i know of no cheaper way of handling the removal of this

atructure.

00 =» Eh'. ile ;-. fmcfﬁrlmq
¥r, Bernard Blum v |







Seattle, Wash,,
December 30, 1939g
Mr. H, E, Stovenss
kr, Stotler has sent to Mr. Blum copy of the Order

of the Uommissioners of King County for the wacation of Traeger
Viaduet, at Auburn,

I agreed to the removal and salvaging of the materiel by
Hre Le Co Wiseman, exoepting that portion of the struscture over the
tracks, which we will set to one side and permit him te salvage.
i know of no cheaper and satisfactory way of handling the removal
of this structure, and a bridge orew will at&rt.h do our portion
of the work the second or third of Januery, with the understanding

that an AFE will follow,

co = Mr, Dernard Blum "U,Lu







Seattle, Washington,
vecember 29, 1939.

1003-37-1
Mr, Bernard Blum:

Auburn, Wn: Vacation of
Traeger Viaduct,

Attached is copy of my letter of even datey to Mr,
Sloan, also original and one blueprint copy of the County's
Order for vacation of the Traeger Viaduct, at Auburn, as re-
ferred to in above subject.







Seattle, Washington,
December 29, 1939.

1003-37-1

Auburn, ¥Wn: Vecation of
Treeger Vieduct.

I an attaching: copy of the County's resolution covering
order Tor vacation of the Traepger Viaduct, at auburn, Jdated December
18, 1939, At the time the metter was up with the Counily for vecation
of the Viaduct, ¥r, L, €, Wigemen was instrumental in securing this
vecation, with the understanding that, due to his cooperation, he would
be parmitted to remove and selvege the timber in the structure.

Mr., Flgemsn discussed with me the matier of removing end sal-
veging the timber and I sdvised that the Rallwey Company wished to remove
that pert of the structure over its tracis but that the tinber could be
placed at 2 location vhere he could secure it conveniently snéd that he
couwld them remove the halanea of the strueture snd I understood this was
entirely sgresable %o him,

In my discussion with ¥r, Wiseman, no mention wes msde of
his including in the salvege the cast iron or the srought iron in the three
Howe trusses, the value of which is a= follows:

Wrought Iron - 38 tons at #13, = 8494,
Cant "L 35 % " 810, = 350,
Total, #844.

Mr, Wiseman ie¢ to call at the office tsday to discues the
matter further znd I will endeavor to eliminate any refererce to his tak-
ing over the salvage cast or wrought irom but if he ineglsts that he is to
get this salvage 28 part of his compensation for having the Viaduct re-
moved (which is a fact that it was due to his efforts) I see no objection
to his belng permitted to talkte this material,

Thiz ctructure should be removed at once and I assume you
will instruct the Superintendent to arrange for its removal, as far as
the portion over Northern Pacific tracks 1s concerned, and that the mat-
erfial will be conveniently placed for Nr. Wiseman to losd it out,

With regard to salvage of the iron referred to, will advise
you result of ay discuseion with Nr, Wisepam, '

AFEsL i

v .
Enecl, CC Hessra.Blun,Hacfarlana,lillians,antnrd,&lntﬁf
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Re: Appilcatien of': L C. Wiseman for'. - :
Trae;;er Qvererosging, bxiu;ge 1\.0‘ 76 Bl | ind
In arcorgance uitn the request q, the. County Roau hng neer,
We . BI'e enclosmg erewith copy of the Urder of Vacation
executed by the Bogrd of County C misuoners, in regular
session Legember 18, 1339,, cml'inp the vacation of all”
rigm* of -way of Eridgg fioy 7613,, Tx;&uger Oercrussine,‘
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I8 TRZ GATTEE OF THE VACATION
aF BRIDGE Ko, 76-R, (TRABGLR
grz’;rzca@;.:’-::ha) :

IR TEE YATTER OF THE YMI&H of a amty pridgs, the Bosrd ﬂnda
as follewes

FIBRSI: That the Besrd of Gw;nty comwimn, an tht 20tk day of
Hoveaber, 1939, pessed Faczolution Ho, 7539 declering its intcntion
to vacate and abandon Bridge Wo, 76-H, (Traeger avwmrani
insfter rore perticularly ceseritec, ind directed tha Pty ﬁm
ﬁag&msr 1o make &n exGalnation snd report in wit.&ng therson.

swe&m Thet the nm of County Cosnisslopers fixed the 18th ﬁa.r
of Decenter, Ly39, st 10 a'&lﬁak, 2o ¥ep w2 the tlme for heariug
the report of tha cmi; Road Ensim, und caused dne notiee ta;
hesring to be glven, &8 mﬂded w

THLADS That on the z:mx duy of Enwhr, 1939, the Cwat:r koad i
Ingineer riled nie nvm in lﬁtmz on sald matim, an foliwu

*This overhesd m'aum wat mmm by thisz office in &yx-u,

1935, sué found to be in wr{ poor comdition, wnsale for say

kind of venloulay Wﬁp cL.osed tar traffie by .
fevclution Mo, 5602 deted Way 13, 1’93‘.';- ZHis farru«wy Ll -

served by gaod roads on sach slde of - the rallrosd trocke

the repla of this structure L8 not mecessary for mhc,

trevel. The veedtion sod sbanconwent of sald mumal |

— pight-of-wny portainidyg thl?c%ir is regonsended.” e

FCURTH: Thut upon sueh heeriay, ;:rmf of mblunum and. of wst-

ing notioe of sueh hearing hev q ande by affidavits {iled e \
sith the Clerk of ssld Pomrd a :% Commissloners, the huriag e
rsving beon eoneluded né !mo t:mtr Comuissioners hauna

cunsidered the tm, tm#l ; ,

‘1. That the bridge :ﬁht o e wwtu 2AL 5ot be ugeful s &
purt of the general intu. g A

2. That the publie will e bmﬂm m vnatiw of sedd. brwi
hereinalter mtiemﬂy now, therefere, it is herely . . et &

 ORBERED thet the. nmag «mx.m:] S and Che suae Sa Baens
388 el ttm of the Caﬂntym

*Beginning &t the asumum of n» mhrl: righteol-eay
Liine of Bosc Nos 76 and the East 34
Gection 22, Twp. £l My, H, 4 E, %4, Ang Mm t:mu ﬁut
ta the Sesteriy right-of-wey line of the Merthern Pecifie -
Radlroad, & cistanee of 700 feet wore ar leuy htm known /'
a5 Traeger mﬁreranms Rog TEel® . o Tl : £

DORE thls / o m af numr, 1@39.

_ %

ATTEDY: : S T oy
EAR BILLIKIN s AR e ik
(’:J.srk of Board gt :

fe S msv &P COUNTY COuMIESIUNEES
o o 7o s R ms cmr, Phs HIBCTOR



ceattle, Vashington,
December 28, 1939

lre A, P, Stotler,
Assistant Chief Engineer,
Seattle, Weshington,

Dear J1rs
HEy Vacat'on of Traeger Cvarcrossing., Auburn.

This is to formally report that on December 18, 193¢,
the County Commissioners vacated the above viaduet., As you
kmow, this vacation was procured through the active cooper-
atlon of Mr, L, C. Wiseman upon the promise that he would be
given the timber salvage in the structure when 1t is dis-
mantled. Jr, ulseman is ready and willing %o perform any
part of the dlsmantling which you mRy eare to assign to him,

but I presume that you will not desire et he take down any
of the structure over the tracks. It may be that you can are
Fange for ir. Wiseman to dismantle the approaches, which do
not extend over the tracks.

ir, Wiseman 12 anxious to start any portion of the work
{gu my uug to him at an e&rlg date and we have asked him
confer with you concerning all detalls of dismantling.

I understand that you have sauged blueprints to be made
of the order of vacation and that you will distribute coples
of this order to the departwents interested,

Tours very truly,
FARERE: BACHRC BT A 2011

EARY: ¥, REQUA
efy /em / Asslistant Vestern Counsel
¢ey Mre W. C, Sloan /
lire Bernard Blum
Hre Vo E. Wlllianw
Hr. G, Hﬂyﬁﬂrd




t Peul, Jenuary 8, 1926

f‘.'—.'o Hc E.. STEVE::F”:

For your information a Special Committee of the Auburn Chamber
of Commerce made a report to the Chamber at its Deceuber 14 meet-
ing, covering the TRAEGER VIADUCT over our Auburn yards.

The Committee recommended necessary repairs or reconstruction
of the viaduct and approaches so that it could be restored to use.
They also recommended that the approaches at the west end be changed
80 as not to encroach on the north and south highway paralleling
the west side of our right of way.

The report was sent to Judge MacFarlane who reported it to
Wre. Coman. Judge MacFarlane steted that there is a group who are
continually agitating the opening of the viaduct; and he is of the
opinion that these people would be willing to urge formal vacation
of the crossing for a cash consideration. It is his opinion that
it would cust us somewhere between $8000and £5000 to accomplis
this outcome. He suggests that someone be authorized to see
the matter camnot be worked out by the payment of cash, contifhgent
upon sctual formal vacation of the crossing.

Az you know, some time sgo the suggestion &&s made thet if
we contributed to the paving on the north and sguth highway on
the west side of our track the local interests would be Aatisfied
but it appears that an alternate suggestion could not bg worked
Out.

ir. Stotler advises me that Mr. Coman had a meeting in his
office on December 27th with Judge MacFarlane, ir. Williass, and
hinzelf.

The structure has been closed to traffic since May 13, 1985. A
few complaints have been registered, mainly I understand from one
of the Traegers who own considerable property on both sides of our
right of way. The only crossings of our yard are at Third St. and
at the south end of the Auburn yards, the distance between the
crogsings belng 2.8 miles. There should not be a great deal of
traffic east and west within those limits, and such as there is
cannot be seriously iaconvenienced.

At the meeting in Mr. Coman's office it was agreed that Judge
NacFarlane should sbund out the county as to its willingness to go
along with the expense of repairs or reconstruction of the approaches
which is their obligution, 4f they are not enthusiastic about spend-
ing the money and ere willing to have the structure abaendoned, -1t is
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Seint Paul, Jenuary 4th, 1936

" w ”n 1 =]
¥R, H, E, STEVENS;

Your inquiry of the 2nd end my reply of the 4th ult,, about
status of the TRAEGER VIADUCT at Auburng

We had pleced this item as No. 1 on the new list for WPA
attention the soming year,

Judge Macfarlane has been handling the situstion with the
county officers and edvises thaot there have been no new develop=
ments and that he has been marking time. While he has met with
the commissicners snd county prosecutor on several occasions they
have not mentioned that subjeect.

‘hile the Highway Depertment and the Buresu of Public Roads

may object to this item, es it has been closed for a long time,

nd they may not consider it as a necessity, their sttention has
been called to the feot that the opening up of the viaduet would
work out with the cutoff between state roeds 1 snd 5, which would
eliminate through traffic through the town of /uburn at grade,
lr. Crane of the Milwsukee reccumended the proposition, which
will involve a separation of grades on the Milweukee line lying
west of our tracks., Accordingly the projeet now has the backing
of the two railroads, slthough such a new connecting state high=
way must be approved by the legislature,




Seattle, Wash,,
December 31, 1936,

1003=37=1
Mr., Bernard Blum:

Auburn, Seattle Terminal Line:
Traeger Viaduct.

Referring to your letter to Mr. Stevens of December 4,
copy to me, in regard to status of the Traeger Viaduct, at Auburn,

Judge Mecfarlane has been handling this matter with
County Commissioner Taylor and the Prosecuting aAttorney and I in-
quired of him today if there were any new developments, He stated
there were none and that he was just marking time but advised that
he had met with the Commissioners and County Prosecutor on several
occasions but thet they did not mention the subject and of course
he would not bring it up.

As you are awere, we have given this Viaduct Prefer-
ential No. 1 on our grade separation list for the fiscal years 1937-
1938, but there is still a question if the State anl the Bureau will
go along with this as the Viaduct has been closed for & long period
and they may consider that it is not a necessity, However, in list-
ing this project I called attention to the County's insistence on
opening up of the Viaduct, stating thet it would work in with the cut-
off from State Road #1 to State Roed #5, so as to eliminate thru treffie
from the West going thru the Town of Auburn at grade.

Mr. Crane of the Milwaukee also advised the State that
it was his understanding the Northern Pacific was recommending the Traeger
Viaduet and that the State should give consideration to the connection
referred to esbove, in which case he recommended that separation of grades
be made on the Milwasukee Line, also, which lies West of Northern Pacific
tracks, Mr, Crane also salled attention to the importance of this thru
arterial cut=off, in relieving the grede crossing at the present connec-
tion, The State, however, cennot consider this connection until it has
been approved by the Legislature,

Judge Macfarlane steted, casually, that if we cannot secure
the project under the Grade Separation Program, with federal funds, it
may be possible to pay damages to those directly affec¢ted to secure aban=
donemnt of the Viaeduct, but this would, of course, be the last resort,




Dec, 31, 1936,

Of course, in any deal which we make we will still be con-
fronted with the contribution for paving of the County Road on the West

side of the right of way, which would have to be taken into consideration
in our deal,




1003-37-1
Mr. Bernard Blum:

Auburn, Wn: Traeger Viaduct.

With regard to the activity of the Special Committee of
the Auburn Chamber of Commerce, in comnection with the repair or recon-
struction of the Traeger Viaduct, at Auvburn, I am attaching copy of Judge
Macfarlane's letter to Mr. Coman of December 15, with attachment of copy
of the Special Committee's report.

As a matter of information, in his dealing with the County
Commissioners, Judge Macfarlene held that the maintenance of this struc-
ture would come within the Washington statutes, where the municipality
maintains the approaches, wearing surface, guard railing, guard timber
and sidewalk over the entire structure, the railroad maintaining the
framework and supports over its tracks.

While the County Attorney end Commissioners have not fully
agreed with Judge Macfarlane's opinion, they have, however, put on reflec-
tors and painted the railing of the approaches and have done some meinten-
ance work and, on account of its condition, have barricaded the structure
about May 13, 1935, and it has since been closed to traffic.

Mr. Comaen called a meeting in his office on December
27, with Judge Macfarlane, Mr. Williams and myself, to discuss the matter,
with especial reference to the Judge's sugcestion in his letter to Mr.,
Comen of December 15 about money consideration for those persons damaged
by abandonment of the crossing.

When the matter of abandonment of the crossing was up with
the County three years! ago, in consideration of abandonment the County
wished the Railway Company to make a contribution towards paving the road
on the West side and at that time there were two or three property owners
blocking this arrangemnt, one of them being one of the Traegers, who owns
considerable property on both the East and West sides, who complained that
he would be seriously inconvenienced, and I understand he is one of the
main objectors.

It was decided that in that the structure had been closed




since May 13, 1935, and that few, if any, complaints had been registered,
it was apparent that itwas not important to maintain this structure.
However, the report of the Auburn Chamber of Commerce was directly op-
posed to this view, as they claim that what they refer to as the "thickly
populated Algona District® is inconvenienced in getting from the West side
to the Fast side of the Valley, as there are only two crossings, one being
the grade crossing at Third St., Auburn, and the other an undercrossing at
the South end of the Auburn Yards, the distance between crossings being
2.3 miles. Anyone coming from the Algona District is either going into
Auburn or going South, having an outlet along the road on the West side of
the right of way, and can go in either direction, and I cannot see that
there is nJ loss of time in doing so. - Of course if they wish to make

an East and West direct movement, thEJ are ineconvenienced, but 'since this
is the day of the automobile, thl és notcreate much of an inconvenience.

Under these circumstances, itwas agreed that Judge Macfar-
lane should endeavor to sound out the County, as on account of their be-
ing put to considerable expense for repair or reconstruction of the ap-
proaches, we thought they might be reluctant to go along with the Chamber
of Commerce. If they do not go along with the Chamber of Commerce, in
order fo have the structure sbandoned it would be necessary to have a
petition signed by ten freeholders for the abandonment and of course Mr.,
Traeger, and possibly one or two others whe are among the mein objectors,
would have to be satisfied in order to vign.

As a matter of information, Judge Macfarlane ha
1 the County Attorney (thru the Coqm1us;o
make the necessary repairs to the uc

ready to reconstruct or repair

advised that 1l '\f"c

aCl

+ 1 S
AT B4 allT

he Bureau ;34 th tate would not agree on this )*thcu,
advised in report on the ”“ﬁne Sfﬁf""+lon Program, so the matter

d along untll the Au%u_w Chamber of Commerce took it up as referred

While the deéed referred t n the s Spe
sport) from Traeger to the Railway Company, duted May
. the Railway Company comstruct an overhead crossing,
ce to maintenance and the Special Committee's report is in error
in reaard to the maintenance clause.

AFS: L S
Copy to Messrs.Coman, Sloan, Maefarlane, Williems, Aled




Seattle, Washington,
Desgamber 15, 1937

-
\
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Tase Fressionts” \oo’.%
Dear Sirs '

I8 RR: Traeper Viaduct « Auburn

A~ o Ry s ey g 8 S e
I attach hereto copy of letter of the Auburn Chamber

- of Commerce and Committee Beport with reference to Lhc above
matter, '

- Several of the recltals contalned in the eommlttee
report are undoubtedly incorrect. For example, 1 do not
recall that the deed from Traeger to the Rallway Company
required the maintenance of thls viaduct, Neverthalees,
1t shows the current feeling in the Valley. 1 suspect
that we will again receive from the Proseeuting Attorney,
or the County Cormissioners, & demand that we reconstruct
the viaduct. On July 1, 1936, I recelived a letter from
the rProseguting Attorney requesting the immediate opening
of the vimduet. We have simply been stalling the matter
along. I Anformally advised the officisls that there was
a possibility of having this included in the federal pro-
f\gr-mﬂ,1 end they have been ¢onsiderate in not pressing us

T TNelr.

There 1s a group continually agitating the reopen-
ing of this wiaduet. I think that these people would be
glad o urge the formal vacation of the erossi for a
caah oonaideraticn. I suspe¢t It would cost between
three and five thousand dollars %o accomplish this, On
the other hand, we are faced with an immedlate outlay of
several times t amount, I think that if theso agita-
tors were satisfled@, we would hear no more from the Auv-
burn Chamber of Commeree.

It would be my ldea to desipnate some one to see 1if
the matter could be worked out along the Ilnes suggested,
all cash payments to be gontingent uvpon the actual formel
vacation of the erossing. To my way of thinking, this







(COPY)

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Avburn, Washington

December 14, 1937

Judge Robert 8, Mgefarlane,
909 Smith Tower,
- Seattle, Washlngton.
Dear Judge Magcfarlanes
By direetion of the Auburn Chember of Commerce
I transmit to you the enclosed copy of Speclal Committee
report unanimously adopted by the Auburn Chamber at its
regular meeting this noon.
Yours very truly,
M, E. Brewer

Seerotary
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TO the officers and Members or the Auburn Ghamber of Commerece:

We, the underligncd tpocial commlttoe :ppointad at the last
meetingof the Chamber to iuvantigatc and mako a study of the now
closed Traeger viaduct or qvorhond V‘hicular erossing over the
yvards and right of wmy of the N. P. raf;wqy situated one mile
south of Nain Street in the cﬁtyﬂuf Aﬁhurn and to repqrt our rec-
ommendations therson to the Chanber, hereby submit the fbilowing
report for consideration: ‘ 2 $o

Although most of the members of your 6ﬁmm1£tqe have been for
some years famliliar wlth the abovp msntionn& vaidust, and with pub-
liec highway-railway croalingl for a disﬁaﬁannf aevc&al miles south
from Main Street in the City of Auburn, all of the members of your
comittes, accompanied by President Fallgreen and Secretary Brewer
of this Chamber, visited this visduct last Saturday and while there
gave particular attention ﬁq the app?oachel at the west end thereof,
From investigations and studiea_made, your gogpit@oe makes the fol-
lowing reoomen-datir.ons: : |

Reconmendation Nos 1.  That this Chamber now go on record as be-

ing strongly in favor of the repair (or ieaonstruction, if netessary)
of the viaduct above referred to;ltogethng,with approaches thereto,
to the end thet the same mnﬁ‘bo made aaroﬁau a puhlia—highily and
that such viaduet and approﬁohaa ba‘ip~0ﬁ;ned as a pdbiic hizhway,
all without unnecessary delay. ; |

Recommendation Noes 2. That the location of ﬁhp'apprduehes at

the west end of such viaduot be established, and chang:odli.f necessary,
so that all parts of sueh ;pproaehel n&tll be several fpbt distant from
the treveled portién of the north and south ecounty road at those points.

The following are some of the reasons for recommendation No. 1
(a) When tbe No Po railwﬁy, in about thé year 1910, abont_twoﬁéy-
seven years ago, purchgaed additional lands for itn‘yar@s‘inand



'south of Auburn, provision was made for the eonstructiocn and meln-

tenance of two viaduets or overhead ercssings as public highways

over the yards and ' right of wey of the rallway company, one of which
viasducts is the so-called Traeger Vieduet above referred to, sliua-
ted on the east andwest center line of Section 24, T. 21 N,, R. 4
east, and the other of which viaducts wos situsted 2 lilttle less
then a mile south of the Traeger Viaduct. These two viaducts were
cOnatrucfed and afterwards maintained. Several years later the most
southerly of these two viaducts was abandoned and removed, notwith-
standing voeciferous protests on the part of residents of residents
of llgann and other resldents 1n the vieinity of the sbandoned viaduet,
“(b) At the time when the N, P. railway was purchasing these
sddiﬁional lands for its Auburn yards, Gottlieb Traeger and wife were
the owners of a farm consisting of the N} of the SE} of Sectlon 24=
21-4 (excepting a right of way of the U. P, raillway 100 feet wide
through the saeme), and were also the owners of the NWi of the SW:
of Bectlon 19-21«5, At that time Traegaf and wife sold and econveyed

. fovthe N, P, railway for use a8 part of i1ts yards all of that part
of the Ni of the SE: of Section 24 lylng east of its prior owned
"'100 foot right of way, thus cutting the Traeger faorm squarely in two.

Your eommittee is credibly informed that the deed of conveyance from

‘GQttlieb Traeger and wife to the raillway company of lands for rallway
.-yardl contains a provision whereby the railway company, by the accep-

’_tanse or the deed, agreed to construct and thereafter maintalin a

bridge or viaduet over and aeross 1ts yards and railway right of way,
that sueh deed of conveyance is now of record in the County Auditor's

,Ot:iéo of Xing dbunty, ahd that Hsnrj Traeger is now tke owner of all
“'of the ;nrm above deseribed, less the N. P. right of way and lands
5 aﬁld to 1t for yard purposes as above stéted, and also less public

highways.
(e) . Tworyunrl ago, more or less, some parts of the Traeger Viaduet

and or its approaches, having been found to be unsafe for vehlcular
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traffie, ﬁhihvvi@duot was cledod'by order of the. County Commission-
ers of King Cnunty -and haa r-mainnd closed ever sinee,

(a) W1th the Trn&gar Viaduat olosad, there 1s no public or private
erossing over tha yards and right af‘way of the N. P. rallway be-
tween a grade enuuping at Third Strqet 8. W. in the City of Auburn
and an und&nlressing on the unuth line of Seetlon 26«R21-4, a dis-
tance of npproximatdly R.35 milas, end this is in the heart of the
~old White River V;llay and tg :nsold and thiekl; settled community,

: On.aecnunt of ﬁho lpns diaﬁgnoo between these two now open eross-
ings, many paoplo tufTar grcat inconvenience and loss of time and
ineur cansidarablo cxpona& uhiah they would net suffer or ineur if
the Trnagcr V1aduct were open for trarrie, and delivery wagons and
trucks, delivoring groaeriaa, ‘fuel and other commodities are dally
required to travql mmeny unneeessery miles,

(e} The closing of the Traeger Viaduct hes resulted In the diversion
of a large amount of mfﬂ%!hioh would otherwise go over this via-
duct, to a railllw srldl'cfos;ing at Third Street 8. W. in the City
of Aubuén. Thie i3 a hazardon: crossing, 15 over the north-bound
and soubh-bound 1ines of the N. P. rallway, over = part of a rail-
way spur,,conneeting wilth its north-bound line, and 18 also over two
N.P, Y‘lines donncting its eaatcrn or Palmer cut-off line with its
north and suuth‘linasi- No crosaing watechman 1s stationed there, no
'apociu danger signals are maintained at that point, and rallrcad
trains sre frequently backed aoroas this grade crossing. One person
was kllled there several years ago and there havo been several near
accidents at that point. The sltuatfon a% this erossing s extre
hagzardous during hours of dnrknasa and fogey weather. ‘
(f)  The west end of the ﬁraegtr Viaduet, which 18 along ths gcenter
east and west line of Bcetion 24 connocts wlith en existing county
road which eontinres westarly along the center lines of Seetions 24
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l.nd 25 to the west north and gouth paved valley highway, thus af-

rord:lna a direet public highway comnecting the two north and south

pavod u‘lley highways,
- Now, as to Recommendation Ho. 2:¢ A personal inspectlon of the

lpﬁbﬁnﬁhns at the west end of this viaduet and of the eounty road

:‘right of way in ‘which these spproaches are situated, is sufficlent

v}to !lﬁigfy anyone of the dangers of death or serious injury at those

‘points, Several years sgo s person driving a meior vehicle in a
:'lohﬂaorly"diruuon on the north end south highway along the west
,,M.M of ‘the N. P.. right of way, at nlght. collided with the north~

f_fiutnﬂy corner or the north branch of the approach tc the viaduet

ilnd Ill'killodi The situation at the south end of the south approach

s mch mor e dﬁngareua. A person driving northerlv on his own or

_'x'ishi hand :16.. oct‘ the waln traveled highway, approaching the south

. ,,,_""ach, unleu shanging his course by turning to the left, weuld
tam his vahicl.o, at a point alighuy to the right of ite center,
ﬁtawtﬂ.ko the sonthwelt corner of the viaduet, end on a dark end fog-
y ni@mt thv obl‘trueﬁon can not be geen untll toc late. Red reflect-
m-n or msd. lisht buttom 5 at their best, do not aufficicntly protect
the mvolmg mam,, and pnat experienge has shown that ghildren or
m" umauta ooon dutzroy such reflectors or reflector buttons,

Dlt.d et Auburn, Washington, December 14, 1937,

L4 BY Knic‘karbockg‘

L o Vi LU . ~_ Arthur J. Kvalowes
S COMMITEEES ;. Y. 0s Smith

ey Scarff




Gaint Feul, December 4th, 1936

Your memo of the 2nd about TRARGER VIADUCT situstiont

I have heard nothing further on this subject since
July, I think that we should not disturd the guiet,

oo-ikr, A, F, Stotler
x

Presume nothing further has developed on this situation,




b

Mr.Blum:

Your letter July 8 about Treeger viaduct situetion.Is there
further to report?

H.E.Stevens.




Seattle, Wash.,
July 10, 1938,

1003=37=~1
Mr. Bernard Blum:

Auburn, Wash: Traeger Viaduct.

I have your letter of July 8, acknowledging mine
of July 6 to lMir, limcfarlane, copy to you, regarding King County's re-
quest that the Reilway Company make immediate repairs on that portion
of the viaduet which it maintains, in order to open the structure.

In your second paragraph you call to attention
that the State refused to go along with the Holgate St. Job, on
account of the viaduct being closed for a year and that the Traeger
Viaduct appears to be in the same category.

The State included the Holgate St, Viaduct in its
original setup to the Bureau of Public Roads, but the Bureau objected
to the project, not only for the reason that the viaduct had been
closed for a year but on account of not being able to get a sultable
grade and alignment - that is, the West approach was a right-engled
turn - and I was at one time advised by the Bureau that if we could
provide a straight-sway alignment they would give the project con-
sideration. What they were interested in was to have the project
conform to the Bureau's standard and grade, &s you know we had about
a 9% grade on the East approach and a sharp turn on the West approach.

At Auburn, I think the situation is different in
that we can secure alignment and grades but this would necessitate a
change in the West side of the highway, as the approach would have to
extend out at least 400 feet from the right of way.

As to the necessity, this will of course hinge on
the County's making a sufficient showing in that respect,

There is a possibility of the State being inter-
ested, in that this site would forfi'a cuteff from State Road No, 1 to
State Road No, 5, which now goes thru the Town of Auburn and using the
mrasger Viaduct location would provide straight-away alignment for
State Road No, 5 to Enumclaw and the Naches Pass,

5 I have discussed this matter with the State of-
ficials end they have gone over same and advise that they have de-




cided the plan would be feasible hut in order to make the change in
the location, the re-routing would have to be approved by the legis-
lature.

Of course this location would alsoc involve over=
head crossing on the Milwaukee, which is West of the Northern Pacific
tracks.

I will endeavor to keep the matter before the
State Highway officials, in any event.

AFS:L

Copy to
Mr, Coman

Mr, Sloan

dMre Macfarlane
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it Spattle, vashingbome
July 6, 1938

Bre so Fo Stotlors

Tour lattor of the sixth % lire Maclurlang
about yuccnt develepmente concarning the Twnager Viaduet a%
AARUUEETRe

Folloving our Jiscusefon I tolked with Hesswse. Daponteo
and Mogfarlawe 1 t0ld Mre Dapombo that it was my opinion
wve chould not agree to make the repaire listed Ly Mre Nuow
laplong, that io Semporary wepairs euflicient to recpen o¥
pemmonent repaips, as it vould be diffioult te diffvrentiate
botweon the two on account of the condition of the bridge amd
angthing wo do %o put the bridge back into scrvice ould coed
us convidarable NONEFe

I aloo stated et it wup quostionable if the Highway
vgpartmont wowld nppIove the sxponiiture of Medoral funda undow
noxt years sllotmont for » pemanant bWwridige at this place e
long ano i8 1o o County Lrdidge. The State reflupes %0 go along
with the Holgate Strest Job, aml Twmoger Viaduct appoavs te
have stbout the same standing oo tho Holgate Htrest Lridge.

Mre Daponts volced the swme opinions

yparently there is n strong political mokground teo
the ontize situstion ad = woll define! feeling on the pard
of many that 4% would be bettar to pave the highway on the
wenterly cide of cur right of waye

You otaed that thers vas a poesibility of the Hishwey
Papnrtnent opening wp & v trank hishewy 0 cross .uineen
yard at ghoud thie locction to conmwetion vith the Jmmelaw
ipade 1f that 4o dome, then the Highway Lepartment would
fnclude the projeect as one %0 be currisd out with Fedepal fNundas.

lgpoarse Nopmmbte and Macfarlane apposred %0 bho of the
opinion that we would be oble te hold the mutter off until
after oloction vhen the precent pruvssure %o pebulld would more
or less die amway, slthough thews might be some question of oup
being foweed te (o something throuh a cendame oriewe

I mliiave vo chould give no expmseion Wt we will
proceed with the vepaivrs @ mmuung.

BBsh

¢ Mre Heile Ltovens
lipe Vslle Uomam
lye Vielle udoan
Mpe Nolle Macluwlang




Mr. Goemmell
Have blueprint copies made of Mr, Magmuson's

letter July lst to Mre. Macfarlane, and Mr, Macfarlane's

letter of July 2nd to Mr, Stotler — and ssnd to Mr. Stevens

with attached letter to him,

B,Bs 7-8
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A:Lt Seattla. il[asmmon.
July 8, 1936
lire Hey Be Stovens:
1 am attaching copy of my letter of

this date to Mre. Stotler about the Trasger viaduct situae~

tion, together with coples of letters from King County

Attornay and Mre Macfarlane's letter of July sscond %o
My, Stotler. JMr. Stotler has recommsended to Mre. Macfarlane
that we parmit the County to take such legal steps as they

may decids upon to force us to make repairse




Seattle, Wash,,
July 6, 1936,

1003~37=1

My, Fobt, 3. ¥

Aubura, #n: Trasger Viasduct.

I have your letter of July 2, with copy to issars.
Comen and Jloan, and also attschnent of copy of letter from the frossout-
ing Attorney to you, dated July 1, all concerning King County's request
that the Faflway Company make ifvmediste repairs to that portion of the
Traeger Viaduet which is maintained by the railway,

You bring up the queastion of whether consideration
has been given to meking limited temporury repairs under a minimum ex-
penditure, with the hope that Federsl funds can be obtained in the 1937-
1958 or 1930-1030 allotments? To snswer this question would say that
the Howe truss ia 13 years old and the District Engineer snd the Super-
visor heave mmde several inspections - one recently - and report that it
is not possible to make any temporary repairs. T™e only thing that ¢an
be dome is to place Telse work bents end it will be necessary to ecut out
four tracks in oxder to do so, which will seriously oripple the yards,
s0 I think this is out,

You state we are feced with three alternatives at
this time. (1) Temporary vepairs; (2) Permanent repaira; (8} Ad-
vising the FProsesutor's office that we will not make repairs volunterily
and that they should therefore tske such legal steps as they consider
neCessary., fowaver, you state that the last alternative mey cause ill-
will but would serve to stall the matter beyond the election period.

It is appsrent, of course, that politics is mixed
up in the opening of the viaduet, as Commissioner Jack Tayler is up for
re~election and, as I understend it, there is & division of opinion in
the community served by this viaduct, as to its sbandonuent. The
necessity for the viadust cannot be very great,for the reason that it
wis closed on lay 14, 1935 ~ more than n ysar ago - and apparently the
public bas not suffered to any extent so it is probable that if the
County took legal steps there would be more or less opposition on the
purt of those who would prefer having the road paved on the Weat side
of the right of way %o having the vispduct restored.

You inguire if there is sny likelihood of having




dr. Msefarlane July 6, 19%6.

this project carried out with Federal funds within the next two years.
This will depand entirely on the wording of the bill and the rules laid
down by the Aureau of Fublie Foeds, dut, as heretofors atated, Director
of Highways urrow advised me that it was his understanding that the
new dill was somewhat different o the present one and that, as he under-
atood 1t, grade separations would be made ot important locations, based
on train movements, vehicle movements and secidents, ete,,and from this
1ist u priority liast will be made up, snd as there will be only about
500,000, allotted esch year for this work, you will realize that I am
not in s position to make any definite statement. fhis office will,
howaver, use all sfforts possible %o obtain fumds for this project and
will l1list it on the Rallwey Company's priority 1iat us No. 1l.

1 am giving copy of this letter to ir. Bluam, who
is on the Coast at pressent, and he may have more definite inforastion
as %o the regulations of the new bill, and I assume Messra. Coman apd
Sloan, who are also receiving copy of thias lstter, will alsc make

recomnendations.

I am in favor of your No. & alternative - to let
the County take legal steps to forece the Fallway Company to muke re~
pairs, and we can then atate that it will bde more expensive and & waste
of money to make repairs in view of the probability ot securing Federal

funds.

~
~ORaAn

f:loax::/'

dlum/ - 1 am attaching copy of Judge lacfarlane's letter
to me of July 2 and also copy of the Prosecuting
Attorney's letter to him of July 1.

AFS




Seattle, Wash,,
July 2, 19386,

Mr. A. F, Stotler,
Asgt, Chief Engineer,
Seattle, Washington.

Dear Sir: Re:; Traeger Viaduct - Auburn.

I attach herewith copy of letter received today re the
above subject. You will note that they ask that we give this matter
our "instant attention so that these repairs may be started immediately."

Following receipt of the letter, I talked to the Deputy
Progecutor to ascertein further details. He told me that the pressure
being put upon the Commissioner of the district is terrific, and that
the Commissioners have advised that this bridge must be opened immed-
iately, and have asked the Prosecutor's office to take such legal steps
as may be necessary if we do not do our part veluntarily. He says that

they have the necessary lumber, etc. all ready to proceed so far as they
are concerned, and would be in a position to proceed immediately. The
Prosecutor advised me that he had suggested the advisability of seeing
if a permanent pro ject could not be worked out with Federal funds, but
that the Commissioner was unwilling to delay the matter at all.

I wonder if you have gliven consideration to the
possibility of making limited temporary repairs under & minimum ex-
penditure to satisfy the demend mmde upon us, with the hope that Federal
funds can be obtained from the 1937-1938 or the 1938-1939 allotments, I
think we are faced with three alternatives at this time. (1) Temporary
repairs sufficient to reopem: (2) Permanent repairs; (3) Advising the
Prosecutor's office that we will not make these repairs voluntarily, and
therefore they should take such legal steps as they Wish/ This last
gl ternative may cause some ill-will, but it would probably serve to stall
the matter beyond the election, This is not a permanent solution, how-
ever, hecause the Commissioner probably will take offense and object to
any vacation proceedings in the event Federal allotments fail, I gather
from your letter of June 17, 1936, that this particular project probably
has not the same merit as many others available in this State,.

Will you please advise definitely as to what I
should say %o the Commissioners.
Yours very truly,

ROBERT S. MACFARLANE
RSM:D Assistant Western Counsel.
Copy to Mr. W. E. Coman
Mr. W. C. Sloan




(COPY)

WARREN G, MAGNUS)N

Prosecuting Attorney

King Count, Weashington
Seattle,

July 1, 1936,

Mr. Robert S8, Maefarlane,
909 Smith Tower,
Seattle, Washington,

Dear Sir: In re: Traeger Overhead.

The County Commissioners of King County have definitely
decided to repair and improve the above mentioned overcrossing.

You will recall that mention was made of a vacation
proceedings in regard to this bridge, but nothing has developed in this
regard, “he County Commissioners, therefore, are of the opinion that
it is imperative that this said Traseger Overhead be opened to the travel-
ing public as soon as it is possible so to do.

I have been instructed to reguest the Northern Paeifie
Railway Company to repair the abutments and fremework of the seid bridge
and the County is now ready and able to proceed with the repair of the
approaches and traveled portiom of the said overcrogsing.

Would you kindly give this your instant attention, so
that these repairs may be started immediately.

Very truly yours,

WARREN G. MAGNUSON
Prosecuting Attorney

By Charles C, Ralls
Deputy




tn Yollowsteme Divinion,
JUne :'31. 1936

Brs de Fs Gtotler:

Your lotter of the seventeenth with
copy of Mye Magfurlamd®s letter of the elsventh avoud
the Twaoger Viaduet at miman,

1 om sonding you Soday copy of my lettar to Mre
Stevann sbout extonsion of the grade sepsration program
until Maly 1, 1939 under am appropriation of 504 G00,000
for the ficcal year 1987-1930 and an additionad (50,000,000
appropriation for the yenr 1938-1938., These two appropriae
tions are Just one=-half of the allotment So the Railroads
wxier the 1900 Aot oo that we may expeot, afber the present
program 40 comploted, we vill have a similar program half
ap large. It is my understaniing from reading draft of
the A1) shat it has substantially the same provisions
with mespoot t0 allotment and divieion sz the 1935 Act.

T™his imijonton the importmnos o f holding over the
Troger Viaduot as long as possible as most likely wo will
b able 10 handle 1% noxt yoars

BBsh
86 Mye. Ve 3. Comam
My, Ve Ce Gloan
Nire Be So Maoforlend




Seattle, Wash.,
June 17, 1936,

1003ewd7=1
Mr. Bernard Blum:

Auburn, Wash: Traeger Viaduct.

I am attaching copy of Judge Macfarlane's letter
to m= of June 11, in regard to the status of the Traeger Viasduct at
Auburn, He is doing everything possible to keep the matter dragg-
ing along and if this can be done until after election there is a
possibllity that a new Commissioner will be elected, or that Comme
issioner Taylor (the present incumbent) may reconsider his objec-
tions, under pressure, to the vacation, at which time we will be in
a position to determine if we can secure Federal fuhds for this pro-
Ject,

From what I cam learn from the State, however,
with regard to the new Federal Grade Separation Fund, to be avail-

able for 1937, there will be a priority list, based on traffic, both
raill and vehicle, and from this list the most important items will
be selected, It is my understending, also, that this State will
not secure more than {500,000, under the Grade Separation Program
and it is doubtful if the State will consider this pro ject.

In the meantime I suppose we may &s well hold
ourselves in readiness to reconstruct the tlree spans heretofore
reported on, in case we are forced to do so,.

Coman
Sloan
Macfarlane
Taylor
Hayward




Seattle, Washington,
June 11, 1936,

Mr. A. ¥, Stotler,
Assistant Chief Engineer,
Seattle, Washington.

Dear 3ir: Re: Traeger Viaduct, Auburn.

Mr. Edwards, of the Pacific Algona Improvement Club ealled
on me several days ago and said that he was doing £l1 that he could to bring
about a vecation of the viaduect so as to permit paving of the West side road
in lieu thereof. He said that dpparently the County Commissioners were not
willing to teke affirmative action in this direetion. He told me, however,
he was continuing tc push the matter.

4 day or two later, Deputy Prosecutor Ralls called me and
said that he had again been requested by the County Commissioners to urge
immediate action by the reilroad in repeiring the viaduct, He said that
regardless of the activities of lMr, Edwards, the County Commissioners were
comuitted to the reopening. I asked him if the County was prepared to pay
or do their share of the work, and he advised me that it was, I teld him
that T had understood from Mr. Edwards that he had « vacation petition he
could file. Ralls told me that he had informally discussed this with Gom-
missioner Taylor, in whose distriet this bridge is located, and was advised
that the Commiesioners would doubtless turn down any petition to vacate.

I thereupon suggested that perhsps Federal funds would be
available and that this might be ineluded as a grade separation project if
the County was willing, He said that the objection to this was that it
would ‘involve a delay until some time in 1937, and that Commissioner Taylor
was anxious to have thls work done shortly. As you are doubtless aware,
Mr. Taylor is a candidate to succeed himself in the Fall elections.

I do not know what further to suggest. I might have a
further discussion with Commissioner Taylor, but I assume the pressure is
such that he could not agree to vacate at this time. Perhaps we can let

the matter drag until I get a further call, but the time seems to be ap-
proaching when we will have to do something.

Yours very truly,
Robert S, Macfarlane,
RSM:D ASSISTANT WESTERN COUNSEL.,

ce Mr, W. E, Coman
Mr, W. C. Sloan




Saint Paul, May 6, 1936

Mr. A. F. Stotler:

Your letter of the second furnishing
latest advice on developments concerning the Traeger Viaduct
at Auburn,

“here is a Bill before Congress for WFA for use im
1936 which includes allotment of $100,000,000 for additionsl
grade separation items., It is my belief that after the
present fiscal year we will receive further sllotment for
such projects and I think every effort shomld be made to
hold up sny work om our part towsrds rehadilitating the old
bridge.

I suggest, if possible, you get the County Conmission
to get in touch with the Highwgy Department to make such
comitment e& it can in this cese to confirm statement that
1 made,

It is my understanding fram our recent talk that you
are very likely to get spproval of the Traeger Viaduct under
a further allotment of Federal funds,

BB:h

(<14 HJ'. H. Ee Stevens




Seattle, Wash,,
May 2, 1936,

1003-37-1

Mr. Bernard Elum:

Auburn, Wash: Traeger Viaducs.

Please be referred to my letter to Judge Macfar-
lane of April 2, copy to you, with copy of the Judge's letter to
me ofMarch 31, concerning the request of the Algona Improvement
Club to the County Commissioners for asbandonment of the Traeger
Viaduct, subatituting therefor & paved road from Auburn to Algona
along the West side of Auburn Yards,

I am now attaching copy of Judge Macfarlane's
letter to me of April 28 with attachment of copy of Prosecuting
Attorney Magnuson's letter to the Judge of April 24, from which

you will note that at a recent hearing in the Commissioner's of-
fice 1t was decided not to abandon the Viaduct, request being made
that the Railway Company do its portion of the necessary repair
work.

As the cost of repairs which the Railway Company
is to make amountes to about $20,000,, whiech is a considerable item
of expense, it is Judge Mecfarlane's intention to carry on negotia-
tions in order to defer the matter as long as possible, although it
looks as if we would be forced to carry out the work.

I
AFS:L /é <
Encl., 7
Copy to /
Mr., Sloan /




Seattle, Wash.,
April 28, 1936.

Mr. A, F, Stotler,
Agsistant Chief Engineer,
Seattle, Washington,

Dear Sir: Re: Traeger Viaduct - Auburn.

I am in receipt of letter from the Prosecuting At-
torney as per the enclosure.

I called the Prosecutor on the telephone and he ad-
vises me that at a recent meeting of the County Commissioners,
after a bitterly fought hearing, the Commissioners concluded not
to abandon the Traeger Viaduct. Contrary to my previous advice
to you, it now looks as if it will be necessary to take steps to
do our part of the work.

It is my present intention, however, to shortly ad-
vise the Prosecutor in line with the suggestion made by lr. Stevens
as shown in Mr. Stotler's letter to me dated lMarch 12, 1936,

Yours very truly,

RSM:D ROBERT S, MACFARLANE.
Enel.
Assistant Western Counsel.

Mr. W.E.Coman
My, W.C.Sloan




(COPY)

WARREN G. MAGNUSON
Prosecuting Attorney
King County, Wash.

Seattle.

April 24, 1936,

Mr. Robert S. dacfarlane,
Attorney at Law,

909 Smith Tower,

Seattle, Washington.

Dear Sir: Ke: Traeger Overhead.

On Jammary 17, 1938, we wrote to you with reference
to the repair of the above nsmed structure. In your letter of
the same date you advised us that you had forwarded our letter fto
the proper department and reply would be made after it had been
given consideration.

The County Commissioners, under date of April 22, 1936,

have advised us that they are desirous of opening this said Traeger
Overhead and we would therefore appreclate an answer to our letter of
January 17 in this regard.

Would you kindly contact the writer of this letter at
your earlieat convenience so that the matter might be definitely
settled,

Very truly yours,
WARREN G. MAGNUSON
Prosecuting Attorney

By Charles C. Ralls,
CCR: Me Deputy




Saint Peul, Minn.,

April 6, 1936,

MR. BERNARD BLUM:

Herewith copy of Mr. MacFarlasne's letter

to Mr. Stotler of March 3lst about Treeger Viaduct, Auburn,

If the matter cen be kept quiet until after the

election, it may be possible to get approval of asbandonmente




b102

Saint Psul, April 6, 1936

My, B, E. Stevens:

The last rdw deys there have been some
Jurther developments with respect to the Trueger Viaduct
at Audburn.

My, Macferlene edvises that Mr, A, E, Edwerds,
living at Algons, is Chairmen of a Committee appointed by
the Algona Improvement Club for the purpose of trying to
bring =bout the removal of the Traeger Viaduct end substituting
in lieu thereof a paved road from suburn to Algone along the
west side of our yerd.

Mr. Edwards stated that the County Commissioner
had said the pavomeng improvement would cost around $20000
and had intimated that the Railroad Compeny would perhaps
defray bhalf. Mr. Elwards was told that we made no cammitment
to & contribution we might be willing to meke but we would
be willing to $rlk with the County officlals if the overhead
bridge is vacated. The Committee mppears to be quite determined
in ites efforts and it is to their edventage to hove a good
road from the west into Auburn.

it eny rete this sctivity will extend the time
that immediste setion mey be demended from the County and
this will be to our sdventage especially as there 1s now
indication of snother sppropriation of Federal money for
grade separation work,

BB:h
¢¢ Mr. M, F, Clements




Seattle, Yash.,
April 3, 1938,

1008=37=1

Je lVmefarlane:

Audburn: “rasger Visduect.

i have your letter of March 31, stating that the
Chairmen of the Algona Iuprovesment (lub has advised you that they
are trying to bring about the removel of the Trseger Viaduet, sub-
stituting in lieu thereof a paved yoad from auburn to Algona along
the West side of our right of way,

for your information, I was in County iagineer
Dodd's office on april 1, discussing ilack Kiver grede separation
and flood eaatrol at Utuck River, mear Auburn, and he brought wp
the question of abandonment of the Traeger Viaduet, which I under~
stood he was in favor of, on the basis of substisuting therefor
the road referred to along the West side of our right of way. He
stated that funds would be available for a certain portion of this
work and inquired what contribution the Railway Company would maks,
in view of being relieved of the maintenance of the viaduot.

I advised lir. Dodd that es you were handling
the matter with the Commissionsrs, it would be proper for him to
get in touch with you.

in regard %o the cost of the rosd in question,
for that portion in the City of Auburn, it was the understanding
that the County would submit an estimate so that we would have
something to work om, ia comnection with recommendations for par-
ticipation.

; / A
AFSiL

Copy to M¥r. Coman) /
¥y, Sloan)

ire BlusmV ) I am attaching copy of Mr., Masfarlane's letter
Mr. Hayward) of March 31, referred to above, for each of you.
My, Taylor ) AFS




Seattle, Wash,,
March 31, 1936,

Mr, A, F, S8totler,
Asst. Chief Engineer,
Seattle, Washington.

Dear Sir: Re: Traeger Viaduect - Auburn.

A. E, Edwards, Route 3, Box 495, Auburn, lives at
Algona, and is Chairman of a committee appointed by the Algona Improve-
ment Club for the purpose of trying to bring about the removal of the
Traeger Viaduct end substituting in lieu thereof a paved road from Au-
burn to Algona along the West side of our yard.

He stated that he believed that the majority senti-
ment was in favor of the removal of the vieduct, and that they were
bending every effort to bring this sbout, He said that Traeger was
the principal objector. He seid that he proposed starting a petitiom
to file with the County Commissioners to obtain the vacation of the
erossover, and stated that he believed the County Commissioners would
grant such a petition.

He further stated that Commissioner Taylor had said
that the improvement would cost around $20,000,, and had intimated that
the Railroad Company would perhaps defray half, I told him that we had
had no conversation as to what contribution we might be willing to make
if the crossover was vacated, but 'that we were ready to talk with the
County officials at any time.

This activity puts & new light on the matter. How-
ever, there is nothing for us to do as this committee appears to be
quite militant in its efforts to bring sbout this abandonment.

This for your information.

Yours very truly,
ROBERT S, MACFARLANE
rem=d Assistant Western Counsel.

¢e - Ilir, W.E.Coman
Mr, W,.C.Sloan




if Seattle, March 31, 1956

Mr. A. F. Stotler.
Asste Chief Engincer,
Seattle, Washingtone

Reg= Traeger Viadust = Auburn,

Dear Sirs

Ae Eo Edwards, Route 3, Box 495, Auburn, lives at
Algona, and is chairman of a committee appointed by the Algona
Improvement Club for the purpose of trying to bring about the removel
of the Trasger Viaduoct and substituting in lieu thercof a paved road
from Auburn to Algona along the west side of owr yard,

He stated that he believed that the majority semtiment
wag in faver of the remowal of the viaduct, and t hat they were bending
every effort to bring this aboute He said that Traeger was the prine
cipal objestors He said that he proposed starting a petition to file with
the County Comnissioners to obtain the wacation of the crossover, and
stated that he believe the County Commissioners would grant such a
petition,

He further stated that Commissioner Teylor had said that the
improvement would cost arowmd $20,000, and had intimated thet the Raile
road Compeny would perhaps defray half, I told him that we had had no
conversation as to what contribution we might be willing to make if the
erossover was vacated, but that we were ready to talk with the county
officials at any time,

This activity pubs a new 1ight on the matter, However,
there is nothing for us to do as this committee appears to be quite
militant in its efforts to bring about this abandonmente

This for your informatione

Yours very truly,

(8) Robert S, Macfarlane
Assistant Western Counsel
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Seattles, Wash,,
March 12, 1936.

1003=37=1
{“

r, Hobt. 8, gtfarlane:

Auburn: Trasger Viaduet,

Referring to your letier of January 17, with copy
of letter from the Prosecuting ittorney for King County, advising that
the County is unable to ¢lose the Traeger Viaduct at Auburm end aske if
the Railway Company will make repairs which it is obligated %o do, and
you inguire if you should answer thias letter with reference %0 the in-
quiry made,

On January 18 Mr, Coman wrote me with reference to
your letter and asked for certain informetion which was furnished in
my letter of February 21, copy %o you.

I now have copy of letter writtem by Mr. Blum to
Mr. Stevens, dated Mareh 2, furnishing estimate of cost to the Railway
Company, of its obligation. Jor. Blum suggests that we continue to
defer the work if we can possibly do 80, us he still has hopes that
the Federal Administrator will alloeate additiomal funds to the States
for grade separation projects, in which cese we would include this strue-
ture.

Mr. Stevens diascussed this matter with me in Mr.
Sloan's office on Narch 9§, 1t being his impression that by making the
contribution tentatively agreed %o, the structure would be abandoned
and he was unaware of the present status of the matter until his re-
celpt of My, Blum's letter., After discussion he said that 1t might
be possible for work to be deferred and that after deing closed for a
long period there was a chance of the County reconsidering and sbandon-
ing the structure but if not we should defer the work as long as poss-
ible, boping to receive an additional Federal sllotment.

As the matter now stands we can let it drag and if
the County foreces the matter we can then state that work should be de~
ferred as there 1s a posaibility of noourlng additional Federal allot=
ment for grade separation work.

AFGIL

Copy to lessrs, Coman, :iioan, Slua
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Saint Peul, Merch 2, 1936

Mr, W, Co Sloan:
Your letter of February twenty-sixth about
the Traeger Viaduct:
I have been keeping Mr. Stevens advised as to the

negotiations with the County, and have discussed the matier

with him several times,

Apperently the County are cgein pressing the matter
but I still have hopes we can hold it off until funds ere
evailsble for our share of the expense, I have not given up
hopes that additionsl Federal funds will be made available for

grade separations,




L1\

Baint Psul, Mrerch 2, 1936

Mr. He E. Stevens:

With regard to the Traeger Viaduet at
Aabura.

Recent developments are that the County are unable
to close this viaduet on account of pressur: fram the adjoin-
ing property owners, The County hes ssked if the Rpilway
Company will repair the trusses, the County being willing to
repair the planking.

The obligation of the Railway Company is the three
trues spens with the four supporting piers, exclusive of the
wearing surface, together with the approach bents at right
angles to the tracks,

Recent ilunspection of the structure shows that the
three trusses, built in 1923, are in dad :hape and must be re-
built if the bridge is to be reopened. The piors are slseo in
such condition a8 t0 require renewal., The spproaches, which
are the obligation of the County, are not in bad shaspe, The
work necessury to be done has been re-estimated and the follow=
ing figures are submitted, These figures heve been checked
by the Bridge Department end are found to be approximately
correct, .

Henewal of trueses 1, £ and 3, with support-
ing piers, exclusive of wearing surface $15,500

Housing of trusses with corrugated galven-
ized irom 4,000

Minor repairs to 18 bents on each side of
tracks 200
$19,700

The obligation of the County would be as follows:

Renewal of fence and wesring surfrce on
three Howe trusses $ 2,700

Repeirs to zide approsch bents 200

$ 2,900

In addition the County would have the expense of renew-
ing the wearing surface, fence, guerd timber and sidewnlk on the
epproach spens in 1937, estimated to cost about £5000.




Mr., Stevens §2

Mr, Stotler hes been handling the matter with Mr., Coman,

I think that we should contimue to defer the work if
we cen possidbly de so, as I still have hopes that the Federal
AMministration will ellocate additional funds to the States for
grede sepsaration projects., For your private information, at
recent meeting I attended in Chicmgo, called by the A.A.R,, it
was rumored that such a poesibility might come sbout,

BB:h
gc Mr, Ae F; Stotler




Saint Paul, Merch 2, 1936

Mr, Hs E. Stevens:

VWiith regard to the Traeger Viaduet at
Aburn,.

Recent developments are that the County are unable
to close this viaduot on sccount of pressur: from the adjoin-
ing property owners, The County has asked if the R,ilway
Company will repair the trusses, the County being willing to
repair the planking,

The obligation of the Railwsy Company is the three
truss spens with the four supporting piers, exclusive of the
wearing surface, together with the approach bents at right
angles to the trrcks,

Recent inspection of the structure chows that the
three trusses, built in 1927, are in bad shape and must be re-
built if the bridge is to be reopened, The picrs are also in
such condition as to require remewal, The approeches, which
are the obligation of the County, are not in bad shape, The
work necessury 1o be dane has been re-estimated and the followe
ing figures are submitted, These figures h:-ve been checked
by the Bridge Department and sre found to be spproximately
correct.

Henewal of trusses 1, 2 and 3, with support-
ing piers, exclusive of wearing surface $15,500

Housing of trusses with corrugseted galven-
ized iron 4,000

Minor repairs to 18 bents on each gide of
tracks )
£19,700

The obligation of the County would be as follows:

Renewal of fence and wesring surface on
three Howe trusses § 2,700

Repsirs to side approach bents 200
$ 2,900
Y »

In addition the County would have the expense of renew-
ing the wearing surfece, fence, guerd timber and sidewalk om the
approach spans in 1937, estimated to cost about $5000,




Mr, Stevens #2

Mr, Stotler has been handling the matter with Mr, Ccman,

I think thet we should continue to defer the work if
we cen poseibly do so, a8 I still have hopee that the Federal
Adninistration will sllocate additional fundes to the States for
grade seporation projects, For your private ianformstion, at
recent meeting I attended in Chicago, called by the A.A.H., it
wag rumored that such & poesibility might come ebout,

BB:h

ec¢ Mr, As Fo Stotler
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Saint Paul, February 38, 1936,

Mr, Bernard Blum:

Refterring to your letter Bf February
27 in regard to the Traeger Viaduct at Auburn,

I have made a rough estimate of the cost
of rebullding the viaduct aes outlined in Mr, Haywardt!s

letter and find the prices gquoted by him apnroximately.

correct,

File returned.

ME ¢ Lmsnto

)

Bridge Engineer,




Seattls, Yash.,
February 21, 1936,

1003-37-1

Aunbura: Traeger Viaduet,

Your letters of January 18 and 28, calling atten-
tion to Mr. HMaefarlane's letter to me of Japuary 17, copy to you and
kir, Sloan; with attechment of letier from Prosecuting Attorney iisg-
nuson, of same dats, and iy, dacfarlsne's reply to him, also of Janu-
ary 17, all relating to King County's inability to' close the Trseger
Viaduet,

the County ls desirous of having the crossing
openad up (it is now barricaded) and is aaking if the HRailway Com~
pany will repair what is termed the "under-structurey the Jounty
being willing to repair the plenking on the bridge,

You meke reference to my letter of July 24, 1935,
to Mr, Blum, which statea that that part of the visduect whioh the
Railway Company is obligated to reconstruct and maintain {under the
State's statute) would cost $24,000., and you wish to be advigsed ir
c¢ost invelved under the plan outlined by the Frosecuting AStorsey in
his lestter referred %o above, is the seme as that on whigh our esti-
mate was made,

Estimate of [24,000,, referred to, covers work the
Pailway Company is obligated teo do, &s referred to in the Prosecuting
Attorney's letter but since that time we have made & further inspec~
tion and estimate has been revieed to ¥19,700,, mede up as follows:

Renewal of trusses 1, 2 and 3 and 4 supporting plers,
exclusive of wearing surface, %16 ,500,

Housing in of trusses with corrugated galvanized
iron, 4,000,

Minor repairs to the 18 bents on sach side of spans, 200,

Total, §19,700,

Approximate expenss the County would be put to




as follows:

Renswal of fence and wearing surface, including
sidewalk, on the three Howe trusses, $£ 4700,

Repairs %o bents, 200,

Total , 2,900,

I am attaching copy of iy, Hayward's report of
February 18, to me, in detall as %o the condition of the bridge, eas~
timate being same as quoted above.

The County will have additional expense in 1937
te renew the wearing surface, fence, guard timber and sidewalk, ex-
clusive of the three fHowe trusses, which 1s estimated to cost about
,5 s OUJ) Y

For convenience of reference, I am also attaching
print, dated Uecember 31, 1934, showing division of maintepance for
the viaduct, in sccordance with «r, lscfarlene's instructionz from
understandings reached with the County, The portion shown in yellew
is to be maintained by the County, who is also to maintain the entire
surface, inecluding sidewalk, fence and gusrd timber for the portion
shown in red,

A\FSIL

knol. 7

Copy %o \/;//;
My, Blum ) Herewith copy of Mr, Hayward'

kr, Magfarlsne ) February 18, for each one of you; also
Mr, Sloan ) eopy of print referred to above, defining
Mr. Taylor ) 1imits of maintenance.

AFS
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Aubuvrn - Troeger viaduot

" Beattle, Wzsh.
Peb, 18, 1936

Mre. A+ Fo Stotler:

Heplying % youwr memo on ir. Marlam'u letter
of January 17, inguiring as t¢ the work mecessary by the Hallway Co.
and the County in maicing repairs to the Traeger Viaduct at Aubwrm.

The understanding mow is from the interpretatlon
made of the contract in the file, thut the Tailwey Cou. maintains
that part of the structure between points B and C, as shown on the
sketen of December 21, 1934, snd that the County maintains the in-
ol lnes constructed at right angles to the mein structure. The County
slso iz obligated to maintain the wearing surface over the entire
struoture. The portion to ba mointained by the Nailway Co. consiste
of three Howe Trusses, 125 £8., 104 ft. and 117 ¥¢. respectively, and
323 ft. of trestle.

The three Howe Truss spans and their supporting
pilers wers rebuilt in 1923. Tne approach trestle, which is ocon-
structed of three post timber bents on concrete foosings, was built
in 1926.

The recent Inspectlon mede of the strvoture inai-
cates that as far se the County's proportion is concerued, namely,
the timber trestle on the inclines at right anglés to the main portion
of the structure, there is very little work to be dons at this perticu-
laor time except the remewal of poasidly eighb or tem csps. The wearing
gurface on 4hese inclinses ss well &3 the wearimg surfsce on the trestle
spproaches to the spams is made of 55 timber and 1s in a comdition thas$
will permit, with minor patching, the cerryling of such traffic an goes
ever this bridge for at least another year.

"he timber bents in the porticn maintained by the
Failwey Go. are in good condition. The Jjolabs eupporting the ruadWay
are also OFK for the present. It will be necessary Lo renew six caps
in the total of eighteen bants to be maintaimed by the Lailway Co.

The tirse Howe Trusses which were built in 1983
were bored by the bridge orew in the lower onord and the end posis
with the following results:



-

Aelae

- 2/13/38

Span #1 (begimming from the east end) -
At least two leavea in the lower chord at
the 10 panel points bored wers fouad to be
decayed, with black rot prectically all the
way thru the chord

fipan #2 - While scmewiat batter had at three locations
two leaves badly dsoayed, with blasck rot,

Span #3 - ¥as bored at nins punel points with blaek
rot found in an average of two leaves al each
point.

The floor timber was taken up snd the Tloor beams

bored and they were found t¢ be decayed for practicelly half their

dep the

All thrae of these Mowe Trusses must be renewed

if the bridge is to be réopeuned. All supporting bents aad pler tops
are also in 8 condition requiring renewal.

out of face.

The deck on the Howe Trusses should be ramewad

The expense to the Feilway Co. would be -
Renewal of trmsses 1, 2 and 3 and
4 supnorting plers, exoclusive, how-
gver, of the wearing surface * #10,500,

Housing in of trusses with corru-
gated gnlvanized iron 4,000,

Kinor repairs to the 18 approach benis 200,
‘I.‘D‘knl ¢ 319'7000
The zppreximate exnense to the County would be -

Renewal  fence and wearing swrface on
the three Howe Trusses w24 TG0

Hepairs to the 50 baents 200.
Totel 2,900



I':!f

A.PuS. -3~ . 2/13/36

It will be necessary, however, in 1937 to renew
the wearing surface on practically all the trestle spproach to the
Howe Trusses as well azs the incline, at an estimated expense of st
least 5,000.

GIH:B Distriet Zngineer.

¢s RTP
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Saint Paul, February 27, 1936

Mr, M. F, Clements:
Please note attached fram Mr., Stotler
about the Traeger Viaduct situation at Auburn.

Do you agree that My, Hayward's figures are substan-

tially correct?




At Billings,

February 26, 1936g

Mr., Bernard Blum:

Referring to kr. Stotlerts letter of
February 21 to lir. Comen sbout the Traeger Viaduct at
Auburn,.

I presume you sre keeping Mr, Stevens fully
advised as to the status of the negotiations with the
County, as 1 am not doing ao.

It looks as though we will be up against a

large expenditure on this oridge in the near future.

/b
/ /

I
1

/
'
/
/
{




Jaint Paul, Januwrry 11, 19356

Mr, lis. £, 3%vens:

I have copy of letter from Mr, Macfarlane

40 ¥r. Stotler regerding the Traeger Viaduet at Auburn, stating
hat one of the County Attornies indicated that there was

tle echance of gettinz abandonment of the visduet, The
nearby residents have put considerable pressure on the
‘ommigsioner and the Commissionsr will not consent %o the
abandonment. He intimated that funds would be found by the
County to defray their share of the éxpense:z as provided by
statute. There is to be mn election of Commissioners this
fall and they are not willing t make it a politieal issue.

There is nothing for us to do until wé may be formally
notified by the County.

'he spana of the viaduct, whioh aye our obligntion,
wore rebuilt in 1923, and the last inspection indicated that
three spans with supporting piers require rebuilding, the comt

&Ll

of which is estimsted at 19,500, It is possible thet the County
will be unable to find the funds to proceed with the ir share.

There is no opportunity of our securing Federal aid

under the present allotment of funds, but if the sacond allot-
ment is mede, I think we will have a pretty good ghange of getting

this structure included,

B3 h

¢ee¢ Mr, M, F,. Cloemonts
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Seattle, Wash,:"
Januery 7, 1936,

1003-37~1
Mr, Bernard Blum:

Auburn: Traeger Viaduct.

Regarding status of sbandonment of the Traeger
Vieduct, at Auburn, I am attaching copy of Mr, Macfarlane's letter
to me of January 3, which is self-explanatory.

You will note that the County will not ebandon the
viesduct but that if it is possible for them to obtain funds they
will place the portion of the structure which they are to mainteain
(as provided for by State law) in good condition, which will result
in opening up of the viaduet, Viaduct has been closed since May 1930,

There is no chance of securing Federal aid at this
timefor this project, as the first allotment has been allocated and
approved but if a second allotment is mede, we can have this struc-
ture included,

As a matter of information the spans of the viaduct
were rebuilt in 1923 and our last inspection indiceted that the three
spans and supporting piers would have to be rebuilt, at an estimated
cost of $19,500,

I understand there is nothing further to be done
until the County formally notifies the Railway Company of what action
it will teke, It may be, thru lack of funds, that they will not be
able to go thru with their portion of the work.

AFS:L
Encl,

Copy to
My, Sloan

Mr, Taylor

My, Hayward




Seattle, Wash,,
January 3, 1936.

Mr. A. F, Stotler,
Asst, Chief Engineer,
Seattle, "ashington.

Deer Sir: Re: “raeger Viaduct, Auburn.

On December 31, 1935, I chanced to meet Deputy
Prosecutor Ralls, and he brought up the question of the Treeger
Viaduect,

: He told me that the residents near the viaduet

hed put such pressure upon Commissioner Taylor that the Commissioner
would not consent to the abandonment of the viaduct. He further in=
timated that funds would be found by the County to defray their share
of the expenses as provided by statute, and that it was contemplated
thet the viaduct would have to be reopened, He stated that the ilest
end approach of the viaduct might be moved so that it does not center
in the highway, creating the dangerous situation which has heretofore
resulted in litigation, He alsoc intimated that the election in the
fel 1 of 1936 was too close at hand for the Commissioner to get into a
quarrel with the residents in that vicinity.

There is nothing for us to presently do until we
are formally notified, but I pass this information along to you as
probably a reliasble indication of what to expect.

Yours very truly,
(Sgd.) ROBERT S, MACFARLANE

rsm=d Assistant Western Counsel,

ec Mpr, W, E, Coman
MI‘- wn Co Sloan







Seattle, Washington,
September 25, 1935,

1003-37-1
ir. Ay F. Stotler
Assistant Chief Engineer
Seattle, Washington,

Ret - Traeger Viaduet, Auburn

Dear

Just received your letter of September 24, 1935,
re the above subject.

You are correct in stating that so far as 1 am
aware we @re waiting on the eounty authorities . It was my
understanding that the county authorities were to prepare
and submit an estimate of costs as to the paving in question
s0 that definite consideration could then be given as to the
extent of the contribution, if any, we might be willing to
make in exchange for the formal abandonment of the fTraeger
Viaduct. I had understood that the county engineer would
furnish this information to you'direect.

If the matt-r is to be hastened, I can call on
the County Commissioner for the South Distriet for a further
discussion.

For your further dAnformation, I wish to say that
a lawyer in Auburn has written requesting information 2s to
why the bridge has not been repaired, on behalf of his clients,
In reply I stated that the county is in charge of the matter.
I have also had a call from some farmers residing close to
the end of the viaduct protesting the closing of same, I
referred them to the county.

Yours very truly,
Robert S. Macfarlane

rmg=d Assistant Western Counsel.

ecc Mr, W, E, Coman
Mr. Wo C. Sloan




Seattle, Washington,
October 2, 1935,

Mr., A. F.s Stotler
Assistant Chief Engineer
Seattle, Washington,

Res Traeger Viaduect, Auburn

I had occasion to talk briefly with Com-
missloner Taylor and Deputy Prosecutor Ralls concerning
the Traeger Viadutt.

They were under tle impression that they were
waiting to hear from uss I told them we Were prepared to

talk with them at any time, but were awaiting the estimates
that were to be furnished by the County Engineer's office
or the Right of Way Agent of the South Commissioner's Dis-
trict, and that it was my understsnding that this informe-

tion had never yet been furnished,

They promised fo give immediate attention to the
Thig for your information.

Yours very truly
Robert S. Macfarlane
rms=d Agsgistant Western Counsel

Mr. Coman
ce Mr., Sloan




Saint Paul, September 19, 1935

Mr, A, F. Stotler:

Referring to the possibility of eliminating

the Traeger viaduct acroas Auburn yard:

Mr, Stevéna informs me that he discussed this with

you last week, from which he thinks negotiations should proceed
in an effort to get the best proposition possible and then
submit for approval. Xt is my understanding from our recent
ecorreppondence and talk that that is what you are doing with

Nir, McFarlane,




On Tacoma Division,
September 14, 1935,

MR. BERNARD BLUM:

Your letter of August l4th about possibility

of eliminating the Traeger overhead viaduct across Auburn Yard.

I discussed this with Messrs. Sloan and Stotler last

night and while it is probable definite decision might be deferred
for some littls time, Mr. Stotler is of the opinion that the
present political set up is particularly favorable and I am
inelined to think we should go ahead with our negotiations in

an effort to get the best proposition possible, and then put

the matter up for approval.

Copy Mr. W. C. Sloan







Saint Paul, Augast 14, 1935
Mr. H, E. Stevens:

Your latter of July'i“.l and our discussion
about the proposed abandonment of the Traeger overhead
viaduet ascross Auburn yard south of the wye:

In my letter of July 86 I failed to bring out that the
$9000 contribution suggested from the Railway Company to cover
surfzeing of the highway on the westerly side of our right of
way, lying within the limits of the City of Auburn, was to
provide a multiple oil mixj not a conerete surface, which would
cost about 817,000, The estimate of cost for a mile of pave-
ment in the County south of the City limita, if in concrete,
would be §$28,000,

1 heve discussed with Mr, MeCrary the possibility of
assessment ageinst the Railway Compeny if the City and County
should decide to go amhend and pave under a LID., For that
part of the road in the County it is prgbable that the County
would assume the expense with County funds whieh are largely
obtained from State tax money but there is » posaibility that
they might essess scme portion to the edjoining property; how
much would e difficult %o say. For that portion in the
City it is probable that 50% would be sssessed sgainet the
Northern Pacific as we adjoin the road on one side and the
City do not have funds of their own to use on such a project.
On thet basis our sssessment would probably be $4800 as a
minimum, and up to $8500 if the road should be paved with
goncrete,

Mr. Stotler informdd that it was his opinion we could
hardly hope for & better proposition from the City and County
than the ssaumption of the Uity work based on an oil mix, provided
we wors assured of the continued closing of the viaduot.

With the posaible futurs oblimtion of an assessment
for hard surface on the west side road, together with the
renswal of the trusses over our tracks in tle next few years
providing wa do not obtain Pederal money for a permunent croas-
ing, the proposition of contributing {9000 is werth considering.
However, in view of present conditions, it is my thought that
we should try to continue negotiations to postpons any expense
as lonz as we c¢an without jeopsrdizing our pesition,

BB:h
¢e Mr, W, Cs Sloan




At Billings, Montans,
Augmt 9, 1935

¥Mr. He Be Stovens:

Your letter of July 31 and our discuss-
ion about the proposed sbanionment of the Traeger overhead
viaduct across Auburn yard south of the wye:

In my letter of July 26 I f ailed to wring out that
the $9000 contribution suggested from the Railway Company
to cover surfacing of he highway on the westerly sidé of our
right of way, lying within the limits of the City of Auburnm,
was to provide a mmltiple ¢il mixj not a concrete surface
which would cost about §17,000¢ The estims te of cost ior a
mile of pavemsnt in the County south of the City limits, if
in conerets, would pe $28,000,

If the City and County decide %o go ahead aml pave X

under a LID our-asssssment wou)gi:‘.jbly be %
Mre Stotler informed me t was his opinion we

could hardly hope for a better pyopogition from the City and
County than the assumption of th¢ @ity work Lased on an oil
mix, provided we were assured cW uWl/continuwed closing of
the viaduet. : %

With the possible future (qiligation of an assessment
for hard surface on the west side Yghd, together with the
renewal of the trusses over o acks in the next few years
providing we do not obtain FedemnlWmonsy for a permanent
crossing, the propositien of contMyuting $9000 is worth con-
sideringe Howsver, in viewsT pi8gent conditions, it is my
thought that we should r.r;’r“»{g wcontinye negotiations to postpone
any expense as long a8 we c&’q"\}gth ut) jeopardizing our position.

\ \
\

\

cc Mres We Cs Sloan ‘% JQJ\N\P"}\ &




Seattle, Wash.,
August 7, 1935,

1003=37=1
Mr, Bernard Blum:

Auburn: Proposed abandonment of
Trasger Viaduct,

I have your letter of August 3, in regard to propesed
abandonment of Traeger Viaduct &t Auburn, Wash,, and will reply to
the points you bring up in order, as follows:

l. It was not the intention to recommend any contribu=
tion unleas the viaduct was actually abandoned but the question of
permenent ebandonment is a matter which the Courts will have to de=
cide, in case it is brought up as a matter of public necessity,.

2e For that portion of the road in the County, consid~-
ering past practice, I do not think the Railway Company would be
assessed for the oil surfacing, as this has been done on practically
all the roads leading to small towns, but for that portion inside

the City Limits, there is no doubt that, if the City is insistent on
improving the surface, the Railway Company would be assessed for one~
half the cost, as we are abutting on this road for the entire distance,
In this case, if we use the estimm te for roed oil mix, which is esti-
mated to be $9,000, for that portion in the City, our expense would be
about $4,500,

e As Judge Macfarlane is handling this matter with the
County, I will keep in touch with him and give him any assistance
necessary, when requested,

\AFS:L

Copy to
Mr. Coman

Mr. Sloan

Mr, Macfarlane
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it Seattle : m'
mgﬂ‘: 3. 1956

lire Ae Fe Htotler:

Your letter July 24 sbout mesting hold
with $he County Commissiomsre and City officers of iuburn
sbout the Treoger Visduot situat wherein the Ruilway
Company was quasted (o conbrinde the cost of providing
hard purface on the »ond parallel with and immediately
westerly of our right of way that lies in the Cily of
Aubnrn southerly from owr wye ftrack, a distanes of spproXe
inately elght=tonths of o miles

You advise that the estimated cost of that suwwifscing
Lo approximately (9000, 1o w discuseed, o contribution of
J9000 is rather heavy considering that we have no definite
soouranes that the viadues ¢am @ veymanently sbandonad.

Hye Gtovens aske vhat our assessment -ould e if
the ity and County shomld decide %o g0 she-d with the
paving indevendent of the olimination of the viadust. OCan
you not obtain estimete of that fyom the Tax Departmenty

It is desired that negotiations be contimwed in an
endoavor to work out better terms and Judge MacParlane should
convidoy whother it iz rossonable to o smme that we will
not bo roquired 0 rebulld the wiaduct in the fature.

BBzh
S Jire e e Coman
iiye Ve Ce Sloan
Jigs Re Ge¢ MagPurlang
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At Seattle, Wesh.,
July 31, 1935.

Tour letter July twenty-sixth about
possibility of working out some plan which will permit
abandonment of the Traeger overhead viaduct across
Auburn Yard south of the wye.

Ag discussed with you perswmally, it seeams to
me a contribution by the railway of {9,000 towards the
expense of pavement is out of line with the relative
obligation of the reilway and the county for maintaining
this viaducte.

I have no objection to your continuing negotiation
with a view of working out more equitable terms, provided,
of course, Judge lMacFarlane is satisfied that a plan can

be worked out on a basis which will make it reasonably

certain we will not later on be required to rebuild the
viaducte.

Approximately what would be our asssssment if the
county should decide to go ahead with the proposed paving
independently of negotiations for elimination of the viaduct?




4% Seattle, washington,
July 26, 1936

ire He He Stevens:

ona of the grade separation items that
has been under consideration for some time 1w that of Traeger
viaduet vhich crosses over iuburn yard south of the wye,
compass direction.

The County have been maintaiming the cpproaches, and
the condition of the wspproaches is such that the viadugt is
considored wasafs for traffic aml the hridaa has been closed

for some months.

The estimated cost of mconstructing the cpame which,
under the Washington lawa, is an obligation of the Rullway
Company, ie about (24,000, This ls exclusive of any special
woaring surfece. The wearing surface and approaches, vhichare
the Cownty's obligatiem,sr® estimated to cost (19,000 to renew.
This is based on the wse of untreated timbar.

It has beon suggested that in liew of wbuilding the
ovarhead bridge, the County highway parallel vith and on the

woesterly side of our right of way be poved betwoen the existing
underpass at the south end of the yard, morth to the grade
erossing ot suburm wye, & dlotangs of about 1.8 miles,

Hecently meeting was held with thae Cownty suthorities

by Judge Magiurland and Mr. Sgotlere The County suggested that
the westerly roadway W paved and th:.t the Rallway Company
make & contridbution for surfacing the rosd. The County
was %0 pmoent o more dofinite setwp, and July 10 Judge
HocFarlaw was ¢allad by the County to attend a meeting at which
represontatives of the City of Aubuyn were present. Julge
MacParland rapum&. that while there was some oppousition fyom

neayby residents to the cloesing of Trasger Viaduct, it was cone
sldered that if the Railway Company would contribute sufficient
%0 the improvement of the nmorth and south roed to take cwxe of
the eight-tonths of & mile of rosd that lies within the City of
Auburn, 1% would b8 possible Vo remove the visluct. It was
astinated that this would e in the neighborhood of (9000 although
a more definite figuze is to be fumished. The Cownty, under this
arrangemont, are %o %ake care of the paving for the mile of road
south of tha City limits,.

I have feared that it would not be possible to close
this bridge on aceount of the distance botween the erossings
north snd south thoxeof. lr. Stotler admite that there is some




sl

My. S¢ovens {2

cugstion about that, but in view of the poasibility of eliminat-
ing the bridge, vhich will scon be up for rendwal, it would
appeay that we could offord to take a chanoe and contribute the
29000 pecessary for paving the north and south highway within
the Giw 1limitne.

%6 have had this bridge up for replacoment under the
Emgrgoncy Nelief Act. The road over this Dridge is mot o $rank
highwoy, =nd if it 4is one of the projects for Federal monay, the
cont would comd under our allotment. On a 255 allotment for
secondary roads, there would be cbout {276,000 to spend on such
structures erogesing our tracks. It would teke a large chare of
such allotment %o replqoce it in permanent form oo sm expendlture
of 19000 to eliminate it would mot be unreasonabls.

1¢ Judsn MaoTarlang, with our contributien of (9000,
is poasonably sure that we can oliminate the bridge entively
and there will not arise demand for replacoment, I would
recomend that woe bo suthoriszed to negotiate further along these
1ines with the City and Cowsty. It is probablc thet the actual
exponditure will not be required until noxs years Matter will be
taken wp with you further before definite commitment is made,




At Seattls, vWashington,
July 26, 1935

Mr., He e Stovenss

. ons of ths grade separation itoms that
has been under considerantieon for some time is that of Trasger
viaduot vhich erosees over \uburm yaxd south of the wye,
compass direction.

The Oounty have been maintaining the opproaches, and
the condition of the approsches ig such that the viadugt is
considered unsafe for traffic anml the bridge hms besn closed
for some montha,

The estimated cost of yeconstructing the spans which,
under the Yashington laws, ir an obligation of the Railway
Company, iv sbout (24,000, T™his iz exclusive of any spegial
woaring surface.s The woaring surface and approaches, vhich are
the GJounty's obligation,are estimaied to cost {19,000 to remew.
This is based on the use of untreated timbaxr.

1% has been sugsested that in lieu of mebuilding the
overhead Wridge, the County highway parallel with and on the
westorly -side of our right of way be paved detweén the existing
underpass at $ha south snd of the yard, north 1. the grade
crosping at Avbuyn wye, o distanos of about 1.8 milass.

Recontly mecting was held with the County suthorities

by Judge MaoFarlan® and ire. itotlere The County suggested that
the weeterly roadway B paved and th-t the Rallway Company

make 4 contribution for surfacing the i road. The County
wes 40 pmwasent o more definite setwp, and July 10 Judge

aoParlang was oslled by ths County to atbend a mesting &t which
representatives of the City of iuburn were presente Judge
MacFarlang rdported, thal while there was some opposition from
noayby residente Yo the closing of Trasger Viaduck, it was con=
sidored that if the Rallway Compaty wonld contribute sufficient
to the improvemant of theé north and south road to take sare of
the eight-tsnths of a mils of road that liee within the City of
Anburn, 4t would be possibls %o remove the viadust., It was
asstinated that this would @ in the neighborhood of 9000 although
.a more definite figure is to be furmishgd. The County, undsr this
arrangsment, are to take cars of the paving for tha mile of road
south of the City limits,

I have feared that 1% wonld not be yoass.bia to close

this bridge om acocount of the distance botween the crossings
north and south thereof. Jr. Stotler admite that there is come




¥re. Stovens §2

quastion about that, but in view of the possibility of eliminat-
ing the bridge, vhich will soom bo up for remswal, it wowld
appsar that we conld afford to take a chance and contribmte the
19000 necsess.ry for paving the morth and south highway within
the City limits,

Y& have had this bridge up for replacerent under the
Emgrgoncy Rellief ict. The road over this bridgs is not o trunk
highway, snd if 1€ is one of the projects for Mederal monay, the
cost would come under our allotment. On a 25. allotment for
secondary ronds, there would be ~bout (276,000 te apend on such
structures erossing our tracks. It would take a large share of
such allotment o répl:0e it in pemansnt form so an sxpenditure
of 9000 to eliminste it would not be unreasonable.

If Judpe Maosfurlam®, with our contribution of 39000,
is Na.aombli gure that we ocan eliminate the bridge sutimly
and there will not arise demand for replscement, I would
recomand that wo bo csuthorized to negotiate furthay along these
1ines with the City and Countys It 18 probable thet the actual

expenditure will not be required until next years Mattsr will be
taken wp with you further before definite commitment is made.

BBsh
68 My. We 0o Sloann




Seattle, Wash,,
July 24, 1935,

1003=37-1

Mr, Bernard Blum:

Auburn: Proposed abandonment of
Traeger Viaduct,

Please be referred to correspondence we have had in re-
gard to proposed abandonment of the Traeger Viaduct at Auburn., You
call to attention that it seems advissble to have this overhead vie-
duct rebuilt in permenent form with Federal money, if it cam be are
renged, as there is a long distance where the Auburn Terminal Yards
block crossings between the underpess at the South end and the mext
erossing to the North, Distance between these crossings would be
about 1,8 miles,

I accompanied Judge Macfarlane to a meeting in the County
Attorney's office on June 21, at which were present County Commissioner
Taylor, Court Engineer Wilkins and County Claim Agent Ralls, and we dis-
cussed the proposed abandonment of the Traeger Viaduct at Auburn, At
that time Commissioner Taylor advised that they hadhad conferences at
Auburn end the Algona District and that there was a good chance of aban=
donment of the viaduct, providing there was a road oil mix surfacing
Placed on existing graveled highway on the West side of the Railway
Company's right of waey, extending from the underpass &t the South end of yards,
(existing undercrossing)end North to the grade erossing at Auburn wye,
@ distance of about 1.8 miles, and he steted that the Railwey Company
would be relieved from the expense of maintenance, except that portion
the County wes to maintain, under the Laws of 1913, end that the Reil-
way Company should therefore make a contribution for surfacing exist-
ing roeds We argued, however, that as the County and the City were
securing Federal funds for similar work, they should attempt to secure
money for this. Nevertheless, the County took the position that the
Railway Company should meke a contribution account of being relieved
of considerable maintenance expense,

The County was to present a more definite setup as to the
sontribution expected from the Railway Company and on July 10 Judge
Macferlene was called to attend a meeting with Commissioner Taylor and
representatives of the City of Auburn, which I was not able to attend .
account of being out of town., I am attaching copy of Judge Macfarlane's




Mr. Blum o P July 24. 1835,

letter to me of July 10, from which you will note that the County is to
bear the expense of surfacing within the County and that it is suggested
that the Railway Company bear the expense of surfacing for .8 mile within
the City limits, as the County would be without anmy authority to make a
contribution inside of the City limits., Estimate of the Railway Com=
pany's contribution was approximately $9,000,, although & more definite
figure is to be submitted,

If this procedure is not followed out, then it will be necess~
ary to create an L,I,D, to bearthe expense within the City limits and Judge
Macfarlene advises that if some of the merchants near the viaduct opposed
this plan, it might be sufficient to block the abandonment of the viaduct,

Replacement of the Traeger Viaduct is among the items on the
list submitted to the States, Cost of same would come out of the Railway
Company's allotment for secondary highways and of the projects in the
State of Washington, the Northern Pecific's allotment would be about
3275,000., and we have a number of these which are more important %o us
then this one, and if confronted with an immediate expenditure the cost

for this viaduct would practically use up our allotment, if replaced in
permanent fom, There is no chance at this time of the State including
this project in its Federal aid system as it would be necessary to have
the Legislature re-route connection between State Roads Nos, 1 and 5,
which now crosses thru the Town of Auburn,

Taking all phases of the matter into consideration, that is,
if the County will actually ebendon this viaduct, then it would be my
recommendation thet the Northern Pacific should make a contribution as
outlined in Judge Macfarlene's letter, as should we not do 80, we will be
confronted with rebuilding this structure at some future time as it is
now barricaded account of condition of the approaches, which the County
is to maintein, and it will be only a matter of a year or two before the
spans and the intervening sections will heve to be rebuilt. For that
portion which the Refilway Company is obligated to recopstruct under the
Laws of Wash, of 1913, the cost would be $24,000,, which includes re=
building of the spans and the intervening sections, exclusive of any
wearing surface or guard rail or approaches, all of which is the County's
obligation, costing about 319,000. Figures are for rebuilding in kind.

The way the matter now stands, it will be necessary to ad~
vise Judge Macfarlane definitely whether or not the Railway Compeny will

approve the contribution referred to,
AFS:L /

Enel.
Copies to Messrs. Coman,Sloap, Macfarlane, Taylor, Haywerd




Seattle, Washington,
July 10, 1935,

Mr, A, F., Stotler,
Asst, Chief Engineer,
Seattle, Washington.

Dear Sir: Re: Traeger Viaduct, Auburn.

I was called on the telephone this afternoon by the County
officials to meet with the County Commissioners from the South District
and a committee from the City of Auburn, with reference to the viaduet,

1 endeavored to reach gou in order to ask you to attend with me but you
were out. 1 had no prior-notice of this meeting.

Present representing Auburn were Mr, Dave Griffiths, Mr.
Way Scarff, Mayor ¥, H. McClaskey and City Engineer J.A,Fallgren, Also
present were ‘“ry Clark, Right of Way man for the County end Mr, Wilkins
from the County Engineer's office,

We first discussed the present status of the matter. The
viaduct has been closed because of its unsafe condition, We advised the
Auburn committee of our previous meeting with Commissioner Taylor and others,
at which time it was agreed that “r, Wilkins was to furnish you with an ese
timate of the cost of black topping the highway from the Algona Road to the
City peving. We were then to advise the County officials what, if any-
thing, we might be willing to do as a contribution toward this cost in the
event authority be granted for the removal of the viaduct. This estimate
has not yet been furnished, I am informed. I was told today, however, that
the estimate would be forthcoming shortly, and I stated that I thought that
our executives would be in e position to advise as to what if anything they
would be willing to do without any unusual delay.

During the course of the discussion the following occurred:

Two petitions have been started especially by the merchants
at the East end of the viaduct, protesting the closing of the same, The
Auburn committee felt that the only way that the closing could be accom-
plished would be by a promise that the Westerly roed would be improved from
the Algona paving to the City paving. It was stated that on one of these
petitions there were about 175 protestants, The Auburn committee felt
that if a proper arrangement could be made, they would endeavor to iron
out the opposition and assistant in bringing about the removal of .the via-
duct, They insisted that some means would have to be found to take sare
of the cost of the black top within the City linits - a distance of about
»8 of a mile. The County would be without authority to contribute to this




Stotler

part of the improvement. It was assumed that the County would bear
full cost of the improvement from the Algona Road to the City Limits.

The question, therefors, comes down to whether or not we
would be willing to contribute sufficient to this improvement to black
top thiz .8 of a mile. The estimated cost would be around v9,000,, al=
though a more definite figure is to be furnished. If ‘we do not make @&
cwntri“a?ﬂnn to this extent, then it would be necessary for am L.I.D,

istrict to be formed to cerry a part of the burdem within the City lim-
The duburn committee stated thﬁﬂ the prospect of & L.1.D, District
to the opposition by some of the residents and the merchants
be ‘sufficient to block its remvel., Tf was un-
rallroad made a contribution 1t would
viaduet would be entirely eliminated,

LN

Mr. Fellgren stated that he thought the railroad would
probably not hesitate to make the necessary contribution because "some
high officer” about twp years ago advised him that the railroad would

erfully meke such a contribution in lieu of the meintenance of the
*ihﬁuﬂt. I told Mr, “allgren that I did not heve any idea as to what
at\i'du“ “F our ntac:tiv»n would 3@, but that they would give 1t

s

ion ‘and would arrive at & decision which they felt

'he gquestion :Kv‘;* re comes down to whether ot not, in
exchange for the support of the 3 Jhawhrp of Commerce and City
Council, etc. to the vacation of ‘, we would be willing to
meke a contribution subs tially uurzicxmn; to take care of the black
top within the City Lin ]

ati
hu
‘s
L8

n lieu of our part of the repairs and re-
placements necessary to the continuance of the viaduet, it was definitely
understoocd ﬁhun 1: the viaduct was not eliminated that neither the County
nor the railroad would be interested in making any contribution to the
proposed highway improvement. Mr, Clark, Right of VWay man for the County,
stated that if the viaduct were continued the County money that would other-
wise go to the highway would be used for their share of the viaduet repairs.

This for your information.
Yours very truly
igned) ROBERT S
E,Coman

.::TJJ". ‘:‘K‘ * l."-"lga?'
MrsR.T:Taylor




Saint Peul, Mzy 20, 1935

MZ‘. e ?. -‘totlér:
Your letter of the fifteenth about the
Traeger Vieduet at Auburn:.

It is my underastanding from your letter that it

is not necessary or advisable for us to do amnything further

in the matter at this time. It does seem to me sdvisable to
have thies bridge rebuilt in permenent form with Federsl money
if it can be arrenged cs there is & long distence that our
yard blocks erossings between the underpass at the south end

end the next erossing north,

BB:h

¢c Mr, Vo Co Sloan




Seattle, Wash,,

1003-37-1

Mr, Bernard Blum:

Auburn, Wash: Traeger Viaduct.

The Seattle Times of May 13 and the Seattle Fost-~Intelli-
gencer of May 14, carried news items to the effect that King County Com—
missioners hed, by resolution, ordered the barricading of the Traeger Via-
duct, ocrossing Northern Facific yards, at Auburn, on account of its alleged
unsafe condition, and in view of ihis action Judge Macfarlane is of the
opinion, in which I concur, that since King County has no funds for the
work of repairs emd rebuilding approaches, there is no real necessity for
maintaining this structure, as the people on the West side can secure an
outlet either by going North to Auburn on the existing gravelled road,
paralleling the West side of the right of way, or they cam go South on
the same roed, crossing under the existing undercrossing at the South end
of the Auburn Terminals. Accordingly, there should be a good chance
for abandonment of this structure,

Judge Macfarlene states, in letter to me of May 14, that
he presumes, in comnection with the suggestion of sbandonment, that some
effort will be made by the County to obtain a contribution from the Rail=
way Company for paving from the Algona Road (which is about a mile South
of the Viaduct) North to the City limits, a distance of 1~3/4 miles,
Totel cost for paving this section with concrete would be about $45,000,,
as shown by my setup of cost in letter of July 19, 1934 to Mr, Williems,
copy to you, which is predicated on the Railway Company bearing one~half
the cost of paving, However, since Federal funds are now being expend-
ed on these improvements, I do not see why the Railway Company should bear
any of this expense,

This Viaduct is listed in our recommendations to the State
on the grade separation program and was submitted by the State to the
Bureau of Public Roads, My recommendations were on the basis that a
viaduct could be constructed at this location to meke a cut-off to the
Enumclaw highway from State Road #1, but while the State has considered
this scheme there is a question whether they will adopt it,

AFS:L
Copy to Messrs. Sloan, Williams, Taylor, Hayward.
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S8aint Paul, September 21, .

Referring to your notation on copy of
ir, Stotler's letter of July 19 to Mr, Williame in re-
gard to the abandonment of Traeger Viaduct at Auburn,

Mr, Stotlerts set-up of total and an-

cost appears to be O, K, and if the viaduct is in

condition that it must be replaced or removed, I
think we should go along with the proposition of sban-
doning the viaduct and pay one half of the cost,6 of pave-
ment,

Letter returned.

viD 5. 0 ér
%

YR Mo

Bridge Engineer,




S8aint Paul, September 21, 1934,

Mr.ABernard Blum:

Referring to your notation on copy of
Mr, Stotler's letter of July 19 to Mr, Williams in re-
gard to the abandonment of Traeger Viaduct at Auburn.

¥r, Stotler's set-up of total and an-
nual coet appears to be O, X, and if the viaduct is in
such condition that it must be replaced or removed, I
think we should go along with the proposition of aban-
doning the viaduct and pay one half of the cost of pave-

ment,

Letter returned.

‘Bridge Engineer,




Seint Pgqul, Septamber 5, 1934

Ae MoCrarys
For your infomation I am attaching copy
of Mr, Williams' letter of imgust Slst to Mre Stotler aboub
working out o deal with the City of ivbum and King County
for abandomment of the Trager Street Viaduet which goes over

the Aubum yrds. It has been considered that Ly improving

the highway on the west side of our right of way the necessity

of the viaduct would be so lessened that it could be abandoned,
You will be intefested in the qwstion of paving

asggssmant,













CHECK OF TRAFFIC OVER VIADUCT OVER AUBURN YARD - AUGUST 10, 1934,

AM, Py

67 7=8 6-0 9=-10 10=-11 11-12 = 12-1 1-2 2-3 3-4 45 5-6 - TOTAL
TRUCKS gy i ig i 3 P YR S et OO SO dee
AUTOS e G DT e 1 B1U0T5 AN 688 1T w81
HORSE~DRAWN R T 0 0 T RCY aae e S AT 1
PEDESTRIANS W R g 1 2 SR o et R R~
BICYCIES B T e 0 0 2 ST R 0 ole s
MOTORCYCLES 090 :/0.° 0 0 0 SRR U R B B 0
TOTAL 10° 32 2180 . 37 -1 33 23 27 B9 42 26 - 326

FRIDAY, AUGUST 10
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Mre se Py Gtotlom

: Your lotter fifth to Mre Dalonte about
proposed ~bandegmment of the Tyoger vi:duet ot ubuens

You scked me %0 look wp our meoxrde in woerd t0
the Rellwy Compuny's oblio:tione Soureh of our files ol
thoee of Ere vatoen discloseo resolution of the Doamd of County
Comissienom of King Cowmty of Decerbor 13, 1910,  botwwot
of vomw io ae followns

"rortion of Comtly ‘ead 668 to do vacatod
fyom M2 coamor of Sote 2B T 23 N R 4 5 v X to the woud
bounlaey of NP right of wmy, » distnce of 670, Joc:ted
sdonig Soctfon ling bete-on Sootlome o4 mdl 2,

To tuis of70ct ot ouch time as e NP dwnld
complito the construction of mm overhead crussing oxtonde
ing clang the (uarter soction 3ine in s-14 seetion 24 frem
the ecot cwartor cormer of Seo 24 veotu yddy to the woot
Mno of ite right of way to comwot ot thot poind with a
otedp of land Jying 50' west ml parallel %0 the cenbep
dne of poldd right of vy vl stedp extond ing couthevly
from 4lo north line of 4th Stwoet in towm of susn
produced weptorly worom soid right of wmy uf for »
dietonoo of 60" toyond the wet Mne thervof to the onst
ol pest comber line of ooid section 28, vhich strip is
60' wide from ite moptlerly boundezy to the mowth line
of seetion 24 and 60" in vwiddh from oodd novth iine of
814 seotlon 24 to the ¢ust nd woot cembor Jine of padd
sootion 25, wvhich oteip the NP chall grode -nd dedicote
te the publie for high @y purpopos,”

Bothing i suid in the sovolutien about m: nton-noe
tut I asoumo, IR cccoriance with usned pmetice, rosponoidbility
for inet ll.tden involves reopensibdility of maindensne®e It hos
beon noceseayy for the Builwny Comp.ny to take ere of the brideee

In *9 5 .:,“53 M' Wt. ‘;“‘m. mmt 6%,190 woB pa,ssed
for romowing the pile bents with frme bents on conowete pedest:lme
hot work cowered the «prroadee and wvap outolde the 1imit of tle
threo Nowe trusoe spone over the tr-ckoe coop.dnoly w souned
the madntoncnee of the «ppmw-chose

‘hare ie nothing furtier in owr files with mopoect %0
oblisdionoe

ac mﬁ l@&n
Hre Villimg
e loofaylom







Auburn-

18 : Treeger Viaduct. , e

.‘“~<Jf; K A gk, ; | ik
Resolation of Board of 'County Comuissioners King County Wash.
December 13, 1910.
" e

/Portion of County Road #8858 to be vacated from NE Corher of Sec.

/25T 21 NR 4E W M-to the west boundary of NP right of way, a

' distance pf 570 feet, located along Section Line between Sections 24 &
and 25.
To take effect at such time as the NP shall complete the consrtuction
of an overhead crossing extending along the quarter section line in
sald section 24 from the east quarter corner of Section 24 west-
wardly to the west line of its right of way to connect at that point
with a strip of land lyong 50 feet west and parallel to the centre 1
line of said right of way; sald strip extending southerly from the
north line of 4th Street in town of Auburn produced westerly across
said right of way and for a distance of 50 feet beyond the west line
thereof to the east and west centre lime of said Section 25,which
strip is 50 feet wide from its northerly boundary to the north line

| of seotion 34 and 60 feet in width from said north line of said Sect-

i jon 24 to the east and west centre line of said Section 235, which

s¥rip the NP shall grade and dedicate to the public for highway
purposes.

—

There is nothing said about maintenance.

In 19268 AFE ED 6 Compt 419 $6590 was paessed for renewing the pile
vents with frame bents on concrete pedestals etc. In submitting
this AFE to Mr. Williamson Feby 2 19238 Mr Stevens wrote-

"There are two viaducts over the Auburn Yerd,Traeger Street
and Algona. The Algona viaduct is in bad condition but
negotédations are under way for abandoning this structure meking
a new connection with the County Road-we to assume an expense of
about $10,000. The repairs zcovered by the attached AFE
to the Traeger viaduct will therefore take care of the Auburn
yard crossing situation for some years to comef.

The Algona viaduct was abandoned. And the question of the abandon-
ment of the Traeger viaduct is now being considered.

In letter of April 10 1934 from Assistant Genersl Counsel Robert 8.
MacFarlane to Mr Stotler it is stated-
"With reference to the duty of maintenance of the Traeger
viaduct, I am inclined to think that it is governed by Section
5 Chapter 50 Laws of Washington 1213, especially in the ab-
sence of any reference to maintenance in the resolution of
the Board of County Commissioners of “ing County in 1910.
We are of the opinion, however, that the same considerations

which render sdvisable delaying the placement of lights or




réflectors, control the question of taking wp with the county this
question of maintenance. ;

The suit brought by the estate of Charles E Smartikilled on July 15
1932 when he drove his automobile truck into the railin g on the approach
has been noted for trial and may be reached this summer. The County and
the railway Company are jointly sued and if the law of 1913 controls it
mey be that we will be sismissed from the case etec.

Commenting on this M letter Mr Stotler in copy of 1letter to V.E.
Williams of April 16 says-
"My interpretation of Judge MacFarlane's letter is that we should
refrain from taking the matter up with the County for the abandonment
until the Smart suit has been disposed of.

April 19 1934 REG




A‘;ﬁ{i‘kfla, --"’GBhl .
April 16, 1934,

100F=37=1.

Auburs, Tacoma Diwn: Proposed abanfiomment
of Traoper Viofuet, crossing terminals,

I have your letter of April 13, commenting on my
lettor of Apyil 5 %o My, dafonte, which Judge Meefarlens replied %o
on April 10, with copy to you, in regard to proposed abandommens of
the Traoger Viaduct at Auburn, Wash.

My interpretation of Jwige Macfarlane's letter
is thet we should refrain from taking the matter up with the Coumty
for +he abandomment 'mtil the Smeyt suilt has been disposed of,

Howsver, I will be pleased to go over the matter
with you 80 we ean plan ahead and T think we should also have Judge
Moefariung with us but I do not think it advisable t0 have Mr, Byinton
with us et the +1me,

“‘x“f‘ﬁ 14 #

/
P
g

e, Blum v
My, Sloan
Julge Macefarlane
We. Newton
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L85 . Qur records are iancomplete as to the Bailway

Company's obligation in regard to this viaduat
Lo and I sugzest that you search your records t0
“: 3 WS gsgertain if your records are more complete,
oo -




Seattle, Wash.,
November 18, 1931.

£

1003=37~1

Mr. Bernard Blum:

Auburn, Wash: Abandonment of Traeger
Viaduct.

Referring to your letter of November 5, advising
that you have received traffic check for the Traeger Viaduct at
Auburn, Wash., which we are proposing to abandon, and that after
going over the tally sheets, you have worked up a summary determin-
ing the various movements of the traffic, and you inquire why setup
did not show clearly the direction which vehicle came from and where
it went to, and from your check stated that eastbound there was only
one automobile which came from the west and went straight east over
the viaduct, continuing east,

I have made a recheck of the summary and am attach-
ing copy of same, which shows that instead of one there were two auto-
mobiles as referred to above,

While this check was made in one day, if a second
check was made the answer would be entirely different as the traffic
is seasonal,

I discussed the feature of traffic check with “r,
Williams and we are of opinion that the abandonment is a case of bar-
gaining with the County and not so much a traffic matter, as it is
well known that there is very little thru east and west traffic,

There is a question about bringing the matter of
abandonment up at this time, on account of the Commissioners being up
for re-election next year, in which case they do not wish to create
any opposition but this feature will be gone into before the matter is
presented by Mr, Williams. From what I can understand there will be
very little objection but those who do offer objection may insist on
a foot-walk,

When Mr, Williasms completes his jury duty we will

then take this matter up again but as the bridge does not require any
immediate heavy repairs I think we should teke our time in handling,

AFS:L

B QAo

T
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Seattle, Washington,
November 10th,1931




8% Paul, November 5, 1931e

Mre¢ As Fe Stotler:
I was interested in your traffic check

over the Treeger Vieduct at Avbwrne None of us were able to
interpret your recapitulation sheete I do not understond

the two gete of figuwres in ench colwme

We have gone through your tally sheets and worked

up the attached form which indicates as near as we e¢an tell the

direction from which trucks, =sutomobiles and pedestrisns came,
and the road they took after crossing the viaduet, This is
probably not strictly correct for the reason that your tally
gheet would not give us the exsct informabtion where you show
several aubomobiles coming firom three directions ond then splitting
to several directions after crossing the viadugts The tally sheet
does not show where esch individual vehicle went toe

why does not the attached setup show clearly the
direction each flgure came from and where it went to? If this
setup tells the story correctly, it indisates that eastbound there
wags only one autiomobile that came from the west and went stralght
east over the viaduct contimuing due oasts Likewise westbound
here were neither truck, automobile or pedestrisn thuat came fyom
the onst road, went over the viaduet and contimed on the west roads
Such conclusion would indicate that there is little or no through
east and westbound traffic, and present considerable argument that

the erossings to the north and south would meet most of the requirements.

B h Chief EBngineer.




Traeger Viaduct

Trucks Automobiles Pedestrians

Total To F¥rth To South To East Total To North To South To East Total To Ne, To So, To B

EASTBOUND
From Nopth 0 0 2 2 6 5
From South 23 23 64 60 25 25

From West 9 6 . 22 aé e
Totals 30 29 88 78 38 37

Total To North To South To West Total To North To South to West Total To No, To So, To W
WESTBOUND
From North 35 66 ) 49
From South 2 13
From East -2 S
Totals 39 79
Grand Total 69 167
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Mr, Blum: Print of statement attached hereto
for your information, which will
also serve as aregly to your letter
of October 21.

A T o
l‘\...d'o.







iy B;Bc :"'

u letter Oct 30th to Mr., Williams, Copy to you,
with statement showing check of traffic over Trageer
Viaduct at Auburn, In sending out this statement, I failed
to attached one copy of the statement, and as I dont
remember whther I attached the Bast or West bound to
your copy of the letter, I am attaching herewith another
set to be attached to the recap. Pls discard the extra
pEinG.

AFS-D

10-31-31




WEA R: CLEAR~WARM

8:.30~160:30

i
}
|

‘L

TRAFFIC OVER TRAEGER VIADUCT

ORIGIN OF WESTBOUND TRAFFIC

3

DATE: 8- /4-3/

.

930AM TO 730 PM.

12:30 - [:30

/-30-2.30

2:30~3:30

30-4:30

 KIND OF TRAFFIC || FrOM /é:.?ov-//:.'roju 14:30-12:30 3 430-5:30 ‘Es.ﬁo—s,-ao 6:30-7:30 TOTAL
| = = -
NORTH i l l 1 mi v nli P | 0 [nfn AINEA U 35
TRUCKS SOUTH / % ]
EAST
83 H: I Ll
i NORTH 1 v Il il ANARRY AU AE R (AVARRIAAYAYA (R E A TR aEaL 66
AUTOMOBILES || sourw /11 VR / " /i /3
EAST |
NORTH I i /{1 / $ 4 / /6
PEDESTRIANS SoUTH
T
csr | | n NENE
‘ WESTBOUND o, e |
" KIND OF TRAFFIC ro 9:30-10:30 || 10:30-11:30 u.-.sa—/z:a;ﬂ 12:30-1:30 || 1-30-2:30 || 2:.30-330 || 3:30-4:30 [[4:30 -5.‘3(;[ 5:30-6!30 || 630~-7:30 TOTAL j}
NORTH - ' L / / 1
TRUCKS SOUTH " i / / L El [ il ni I AV E 1|1 IBVREA/] 30 i
g Il | |/ J ! / 8 |
/ / 2 1
AUTOMOBILES / | SRR VAR VE N RVRVE VRLTI VR VAV AV VAVAVE VR TR VAT VRVAY 56 ;
8 & :‘
X , /| I / 11 lii nil s R VAV, VR TR 21/ j
; ot l / / 3 |
PEDESVRIAN || sourn [ I I | 9 |
| R l / 1[ / 4 ;
X TOTAL| 134 <
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TRAFFIC OVER TRAEGER VIADUCT

o

WEATHER: CLEAR—WARM ORIGIN OF EASTBOUND TRAFFIC DATE: 814231 9:30AM TO 730 PM
KIND ;:r rrRAFFIC || FrROM r.o.'.w-la:aa 10300 u.-.:a-zz.-.;a 12:30 ~ 1:30 I'JO;.?.'.;OH z.:aa;a,-.s;o £30- 430 ﬂ 4.-30—-5:36 5:;90-.6:30 a:so—-rso F TOTAL T\|
NORTH [ ﬁ
TRUCKS sours il L b &) / I / 111V t{1|) [ wlr et i/ 23 \
wesT : u ; ; Y / A
| ; NORTH / ‘ | 2 1
AUTOMOBILES || sours N\ (1| iff jufa /0! LA qm g | oyt i | RV RUR S REE A VRV AR/ 64 !
' !E Lmssr { ol ! | e T ! n:il_ Il / L" ‘Iﬂ I} AT o 22 | :
: NORTH Iy 1 " ] ] o
' PEDESTRIAN || sourw /] \m bl II‘“} J I M| i 25 |
f| wesr | i ! ]L i (] r ]
| SRR TOTAL 156 !
. KIND OF TRAFFIC ro *a-aa—m:.m I\0:30~11:30|| 11:30 - 12:30 || 12:30 - 130 || 1:30-2:30 I 2:30-3:30 || 330 —4:30 430-530 || 5:30-6:30 || 6:30 -730 TOTAL 4|
worrn (| |u| (1]l |1 #- By gl |l 1] rLT NERY I L RN UARAY €9 ﬁi
TRUCI(S SOUTH | i i!
EAST g |
F—mﬁwﬁrﬂ i il e rwimy ey AR VAV IR Y| RarAvaY, i (gl o (o Ll L e || <
AUTOMOBILES || sourn | v " !
. > EAST IHI | Al 1 [
NORTH il / [ il il ! / 1" [/ DNl Janiaet /(0 (o {m
PE Béstig' RIAN || sourn / |
EAST “ : iL
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o

golng over
o1l ¢

v
\# 1




2
&

that 18, from the grade erossing at Thipd Btyeet on the nort]
b end

ot |
undererosaing at the sout 6L the Terninals, The trafific sast

Gk

ard west over the Viaduct iz about svenly divided,

The Coumby Ingleecy hasm no definite progrem Toy
paving the Zravel :maﬁ adjacent and paralleling the west aide of the
right of woay and I sssume thet in mw"a',.\' Yetition Tor the abandonment

; the Viaduot, tim ounty Conmiassionar: and commmity of Algone Disg»
$oich, (if they were faversble bo the abandonmment) would in all prob-
ability recall the Bailway Company's soutribution in connegtion with
jhe abandenment of the Algone overhead Viaduet, whieh would bring uwp
the question of paving the gravel road adjucent to end paralleling

the wesh sids of the pight of way, from Atburn south 0 the under-
grossing. 'The cost for puving aboub 2,20 miles would be for a 0-~1%,
s;'%:r::a about §45,000, and the smnual cost would ve {4,000, per year if
¢ Rallway Compeny conbinued £6 mainbain, and avout J2,700,, if the
was Baken over and maintained by the Sguwky. It 48 my opinion
! would not be requasted to pay the entire cumt but we would
probably be asked to contribube a certsin amonyb »
roviding the County brought up the gussilon of
poaving only from Aubwin to the Visduet, a distence of .9 milesy cost
would be ahout 215,000, end asnnual cost would be ._1,5,'“-'*, if the Rajle
way Oompany maintained and £000, if the paving ¥as maindeined by %he
county. It appears to me that I we make any of 3% ¢ i1 v'i‘axﬁ‘ n it sbould
be on the hwf'c.:‘ has

The anpusl ocost for meinteénence of the owrheead
Tiaduwt is 7,800, per year and the aost o roplace svae ig WS 000,

aug t,@ii“'- that we hawve o conference with 'hl‘.':ef U.pt‘!’“
intende ;ﬁt and District Englnser sad go over this matter and W
ghould ammr to saceripin the ,,s-.nuﬂmnw of the propety
the Hbl ists on oadh side of the Terdnals, and &f there ls
b;;-,-t.mfoﬁ we
uissioners,

(it

. Blum / oA
Hr. Sloan
Mg, Hoyward
My wlﬁﬂ
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L N Saint Paul, May 7, 1926.

¥r. F. E. Williamson:

Herewith for approval Seattle ED-83,
covering removal and abandonment of Algona Overhead Viaduct,
Auburn Yard.

This viaduet has reached =n age and condition which
necessitates its renewal or abandonment this sesson. Judge
Reid took the matter up with the County Commissioners and has
been able to secure their approval of the abandonment by
making a contribution towards the cost of constructing an
alternate route and enlarging the existing. opening under
bridge 23.

Qur total expenditure under the arrangement covered
by this agrcement and AFE will be $16,388, whereas, to have
renewed the siructure in kind would have cost approximately

$37,000.

Chief Engineer.




Pleage note

letter - glso sign the AFE




&

Mr. F. E. Williamson?

Herewith for approval

covering removal and abandonment of Algona o)

Auburn Yard

n

This viaduct has reached an age and l ition which

ecescitates its renewal or abandonment this season. Judge

Reid took the matter up with the County Commissioners and has

)

T

yeen able to secure their approval of the abandonment by making

contribution toward > cost of constructing an alternate
oute and enlarging the igting opening under bridge 23.
Cur total expenditure under > arrangement covered

agreement and AFE will be whereas to heve

the structure in kind would have cost approximately

L*

st .this time—eand—an—eannual—esrrying charge—of

sadditionels




you herewith for approval Seattle

Auburn ., Wash.

contributi

in Profit and

in this

6713 attached.




gt. Paul, ¥inn,, Mareh 31, 1926,

Clements:

Herewith negative of the plan used for reconstruct-

~

23 over the highway at Auburn, Wash,

Chiasf Engineer




Sesttle, Wash.,
March 27, 1926.

E, Stevens,
Engineer,

Dear Sir:-

Pursuant to your letter of March 23,
I am enclosing toc you under another cover a negative
of the plan used for reconstructing Bridge 23 over
the highway at Auburn, %asgh.

Yours truly,

SV







Minn,, Mareh 25, 1926,

Mr, A, V, Brown:

heferring to seattle Division AFE ED lg. 6,
covering concrete pedestals in approaches of the Traeger Viaduct,
Auburn, Washingten:

In this connection Judge Reid has been negotiat-

ing with the officials of King County, Washington, for the abandon=-

ment of the Algoma Viaduet over Auburn Yard., I am advised these
negotiationas have been brought to a successful -onclusion and
Judge Reld i1s of the opinion it would be well for us to proceed
with reasonable promptness in taking the viaduct down,

Will you please see that Judge Reid's

suggestion is carried out?

i

CO=ir, He b btevens.v//







letter of the 16th sbout widening bridge

southerly end of the iuburn vard

L ]
It 111 be 0.K. to proceed on the basis of plans

prepared for Golf Club crossing on the Belt Line,

ish you would send in for our records,

you have prepared for this structure.




Re: Bridge 23 south
of Auburn Yard.

Y

Seattle,
Mareh 106,

Mr. H. E. Stevens,
Chief Engineer,
Saint Paul, linn.

I am sending to you under another cover
a blueprint, in duplicate, made up from a recent survey
made at Bridge 23 at the southerly end of Auburn Yard,
where the highway on the section line between Sections
35 and 36 crosses under existing tracks, which, under’
an agreement between Judge Reid and the County Commiss-
joners of King County, is to be widened to give a clear
width of 20 ft. between supports in lieu of the Algona
Viaduct, which is to be abandoned, together with cross
sections.

In view of Judge Reid's telegram to you
sometime in January, I believe, in which he stated that
there was nothing in his understanding with the County
Commissioners necessitating the construction of a perman-
ent bridge at this time, and the further fact that Judge
Reid is anxious ‘that this roadway be opened to the full
width of 20 ft. as soon as the County has completed a
section of the highway now under construction, I have
instructed Mr. Stotler to proceed with the construction
of a temporary bridge, using a plen similar to that made
up by Mr. Clements for the bridge at the Golf Club cross~-
ing on the Seattle BEelt Line near Black River Junction,
where the clear width is the same as that proposed at
Auburn, Wash.

Yours truly,

A I
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Saint Paul, Fedbruary 3, 19386,

Mr, F, B Williameon?

Herevith for approval Seattle Division EDeS,
covering reinforcement of approaches, Traeger Street viaducs,
Ayburn yard.

Thie AFE was submitted
further investigation, and 1is
under blanket item #188,

There are two viaduots ovsr the Aubura yard, Trasger
Street and Algona. The Algona viaduot is in bad conditionm
but negotiations are under way for abandoaing this struotuzas,
making & new connection with the County road - we t0 assume an
expenses of about $10,000,

The repairs coversd by ths attached AFE to the Traeger
viaduet will ;?ar?fiu. ake ocare of the Audbura yard srossing

gltuztion for some vears to oome.

Chief Engineex,




Re: Seattle Divn. AFE

ED 133-25 replace frame
bents on Traeger Viaduct,
" Auburn, Wash.

Seattle, Wash.,
January 30, 1926,

Mr. H. H. Stevens,
Chief Engineer,
Saint Yaul, Minn.

Dear Sir:-

Replying to your letter of January 26
in regard to the abandonment of the Algona Street Via-
duct and AFE ED 133-25, providing for repairs to the
Traeger Viaduct, at Auburn, Wash.

It is the Algona Street Viaduct which we
propose to abandon. This viaduct is in very bad con-
dition and spans will have to be renewed. I think that
the spans of the Traeger Viaduct were renewed about two
years' ago and AFE ED 133-25 provides fer repairs to the
approaches.

Judge Reid advises that the County Com=-
missioners have passed a resolution vacating Algona Street
on certain conditions, which inelude the widening of the
undercrossing at the west end of the Auburn Yard and the
construction of a piece of road which will make .a thru
road on the westerly side of our property. A8 soon as
all matters have been completely determined Judge Reid
is to advise, at which time AFE will be made to cover.

Yours truly,

AP

¥




TIME FILED

ESBevens

STP AUL

The one thousand Dollar sum refers only to resurfacing existing

highway on west side of our tracks

Geo T Reid




TIME FILED

TELEGRAM—BE BRIEF | :

£ Paul January 30 1938 Geo T Reid
Seattle

My inquiry wae made because your letter states ons thousand
dollaze, Is the letter correct? 877

H E stevans




TELEGRAM—BE BRIEF |

Seattle Jan 29 1926

StPaul

fancy expense involved in taking down overhead bridge will be

thousand dellars probably less unless there is charged

opening of permanent material in place

of temporary mate undercrossing, there is nothing in my
agreement that r

2t to use permanent material unless it is
necescsary to ob a twenty foot opening,

Geo T Reld







TIME FILED

TELEGRAM—BE BRIEF

St Payl Jamuary 29 1936 Geo T Reid
Seattle

Your letter 25th to Mz, Dommelly about viaduct over Auburn yard.

Understood you to state ten thousand dollars would be the éXpense

g-78

H EStevens




Re: Abandonment of Algona

Road Viaduct, Auburn, Wn.

Seattle, Wash.,
January 26, 1926.

Mr, H. E. Stevens,
Chief Engineer,
Saint Paul, Minn.

Dear Sir:-

Acknowledging your letter of January
22 in re abandonment of Algona Road Viaduct across
the yards at Auburn, Wash.

County Commissioners yesterday passed
a resolution providing for the abandonment of the Via-
duct and the construction of an extension of the road
on thé northerly side of our main line to connect with
the Algona Road, the Railway Company to contribute to
the construction of this road, alsc widen the present
undercrossing, installing a permanent bridge.

I have asked Mr. Stotler to obtain from
the County all available information regarding the road

crossing and make up AFE papers covering the widening
of the undercrossing.

We are maling only such repairs on the
Viaduct as are necessary %o carry it along with safety.

Yours truly,

;IL C . 14




Donnelly:
The Board of County Commissioners of
adopted a resolution va
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~ Saint Paul, January 26, 1928,

Mr, A. R, Cook:

Referring again to my letter to you of the 33ma,
about negotiations with the authoritiee at Auburn to permit
abandonment of the Algoma Street viaduct, and advielng that I
would hold AFE pendiag completion of negotiations,

I have had this AFE (Seattlo ED-133«325) rsturned
offioe, and find 1t ccvers the Traeger viaduot 1s£teud of
Algoma Street.

-

On my way to Yakima I spoks to Mr. Stotlar about
matter and advised him 1t wae my recollection the AFE covered
the Traeger viaduot, and that it was my understanding Judge

Reid's negotiations ocovered Algoma Btreet. Will you plense

adviee me juet what ie covered by Judge Reid's negotiations

and 1f the Traeger viaduot AFZ should be held wp.

Chief Enginaser,

oo=-Mz. M, F. Cle

HES-ar
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TELEGRAM—BE BRIEF | |

17 STPaul Jan 21
H E stevens Car /12
Yakima
85-59 Have got back 4 F E Viaduct Auburn Yard holding
no acﬁioﬁ has taken. M=37/(
R E Gémmell

20 0P




N. P, 1386
1:2-24 TIME FILED




TIME FILED

N. P. .1386

"%  TELEGRAM—BE BRIEF

t. Paul, ¥inn,, Jen. 21, 1926,

HE Stevens
Car 12

Yakims
5«59 Have got back AFE visduct Auburn Yard holding
e Baav +n 7
action h d beasn taken M=13

R ® Gemmell




N. P, 1386 TIME FILED

=% TELEGRAM—BE BRIEF

=T R W = PN oy -~
veatile jan<cyu Y<0 R E Gemmeldl

5%, Paul

o vy oy o o RS T
AGoerTalll Sta tus

Hecently Submitted for replacement via

~duct over Auburn Yard and if possible arrange to

]

5-59
E Stevens




arawith for




S8t, Paul, January 12, 1928,

Mr, Btevens:-
AFE for Traeger Viaduct (ED 133-25) has
been given ED No, 6-1926,
As AFE was not passed it is not in carry=-over,

There is no epecific item in 1926 budget, but Mr, Clements

advised that we may apply againet item 166,

7




Saint Paul, Januvary 11,6 1926,

¥r. H. E. Stevens:

Referring to your letter of December fourth
in regard to Seattle Divieion AFE ED-133 cbvering placing of
additional bents on concrete pedestals, Traeger Viaduct, Auburn.

For your information I agttach Mr. Stotler's
letter of December 24th. I note he states that three post bents
ere sufficient to take care of traffic on the viaduect. The AFE

is mede up for three post bentes and should be passed as it

stands.

TIUA Ra Ky

Bridge Engineer.




Seattle, Wash.
Dec. 24, 1925

Mr. M. F. Claments
Bridge Engineer
S5t. Paul, Minn.

Re: Seattle Division APE ED 133 covering the placing
of additional bents on concrete pedestals at
Traeger Viaduct, Auburn, Seattle Terminal Line,
Seattle Divisien

Dear Sir:

Referring to your letter of the 7th inst. concerning
the above subject and inquiring if the three-post bents are suffi-
cient, taking into consideration that the traffic 1s light passing
over this viaduct. >

The vehicular traffic using this structure is light -
being principally light automobiles and buss traffic from Algona
to Auburn. Have not observed any heavy trucks operating in this
vicinity - only light trucks, being delivery trucks mostly, are used.

In that the present structure has taken care of the
vehiocular traffic in the past and not anticipating any greater loads
passing over the structure would recommend %o carry out the plans as
provided for in the AFE.

At some future date it mey be that this overhead cross-
ing can be abandoned, in wiich case extra expense involved in bringing
up to standard loading would be wasted.

Yours very truly,

Distridt Engineep.




Saint Paul, December 4, 1925,

i

Mr. M, F, Clements?

Your letter of the first about Seattle Division
ED=133, covering placing of additional bente on conorete pedestals,
Traeger Viaduct, Auburn.

The estimate 18 on the basis of three post Yents, and
it is my understanding of the correepcndencs that you do not cons=
elder three post puffioient for present highway loading require-
ments.

I do not know the oharaoter of the 3ﬁaineaa handled over
the Trasger Viaduo®, but it ie my understanding the traffic is
light. Suggest you ascertain definitely from Mr, Stotler charao-
ter of traffic for which the deeign should provide, and then make
whatever changes may be negeaaar; in the AFE t0 meet these reé-
Quirements,

Inasmuch a® the work will not be undertaken until after

the first of the year 1 suggeet the AFE be given a 1936 number,

Chief Engineer,




Szint Paul, December 1, 1925,

H. B, Stevens:
On June 23rd you sent me Seattle Division AFE
153 covering the placjrg of agditional bents on concrete pedestals
in the fraeger Viaduct at Auburn, amount $6,5%0, At the time
you sent the AFE to me you thought possibly the accounting was
incorrect in that the full amount wes charged t; Additions and
Betterments, At the time I received the AFE I compared a number
of estimates which were prepared by Mr. Stotler end I could not
reconcile them with the actusl conditions., I have had the
‘question up with Mr. Stotler several times and on November 1l4th
I received a letter from him which I sttach, Attached to his
letter of Noveumber l4th ie an estimated cost of renewing the
pile bents from the floor by removing and replacing the deck,
without removing the original bents, You will observe that the
total cost would be $7,882 as esgainst $6,590 in the AFE, L
therefore, advissble to place the frame bents on concrete pedestals.
fer as the accounting is concerned, Nr. Sharood's
office states that we cen charge the entire pmoun? to Additions
and Betterments and fetire the old bents when it becomes necesssr
to renew the stringers and floor. I think it would be advissble,
therefore, to pass the AVE s8s it stands,

’—‘YMﬂ§<3£th~wad£a

Bridge Engineer,




Seattle, Wash.
Novas 14, 1925

Mr. M. P Olements
Bridge Engineer
St. Paul, Minn.

ED 133-25 covering the proposed replacement of
the present pile bents with post frame bents -
on concrete pedestals in Traeger ¥iaduct at
Auburan

.

Dear Sir:

Referring to your letter of July lst, relative to Seattle
Division ED 133-25: submitted to cover the proposed replacement of the
present 3 pile bents with '3 post frame bents - on concrete pedestals in
the Traeger Viaducet at Auburn.

Estimate l-A was intended to cover a complete renewal of

the approaches, and as such, no difficulties would exist more than the
ordinary conditions met with.

Hstimate 2-A was also intended to cover a complete renewal -
substituting a 3 post frame bent construction on concrete pedestals. Ko
interferences would be met with here either and the comparison of costs
as between l-A and 2~A would represent the differences between the two
types. ‘ :

However, in the case of estimates 3-A and 3-C a different
condition exists since here only the bents are to be renewed. To redrive
the bents the wearing surface must be taken up and Jjoists spread to per-
mit of placing piles for driving - since the pile driver must work from
the top. On completion of driving the joists must be respaced and wear-
ing surface replaced plus replscements in wearing surface necessary account
loss. 'In placing frame bents the deck is not disturbed since the placing
of the frame bents is done from below. Therefore, & saving is apparent
in the placing of frame bents over that of pile bents where the deck is not
to be renewed.

You have the RFA estimate attached to ED 133-25 and this
estimate carries no Gperating Expenses for reasons.indicated in the narra-
tive.




e
VPG #2 11/14/25

I attach a detail of the estimate for remewing the pile
bents in kind - without renewing the deck and without removing the old
bents. In this you will note that the A&B portion as directly comparable
with the RPA sstimate is $5082. The ($2800 is represented as the (perating
Bxpense necessary to accomplish the renewal.

Yours truly,

/6(4* .'hi-p :é{:*ﬁ.:.,a *

District Engineer.




R "V I-&DUCT ¢ AUBURN

EBstimated Cost to Renew Pile Bents in Kind
without Renewingz Deck and Without Removing
0ld Bents
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' PTERMENTS

IGNS

£t cedar piling » .18 and .19

PBM caps @ 14.00 and 18.00

11080 FBM sway bracing # 25.00 and 18.00

1200 PBM longitudinal bracing @ 20.00 & 18.00
3298 Lbs wrot and cast iron +01 and
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Re: Seattle Divn. AFE ED
#133-25, repairs to approach
Traeger Viaduct, Auburn,Wn.

Seattle, Wasgh,
June 11, 1925.

r., H. E. Stevens,
Chief Engineer
Saint Paul, Minn.

Dear Sir:=

Replying to your letter of May 13 in
re Seattle Division AFE ED 133-25, providing for re-
pairs to the approach of the Traeger Viaduct at Au-
burn, Wash.

I am enclosing copy of District Engin-
eer Stotler's report of June 11, together with one set
of sketches which he refers to,

Before making up the original estimate
I have discussed the matter with Mr. Stotler and we
are both agreed that the caoncrete pedestals would be
in the end much more economical than redrive the piles
or place mud sills on the ground and I recommend that
the AFE as submitted be passed.

Yeurs truly,

B e
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Seattle, lMay 2, 192b.
it g &4 -
Mro He &, Dtevens:

Herewith Seattle Division RFA 105 AFE ED 133
' L]

placing frame bents on concrete pedestals in approaches of

the Traeger Viaduct MNP 22 plus 1943, duburn, amount $6590.00,

T

AV Brown
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