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SUBJECT:

Construction of Auburn Diesel House for N.P.

diesel engines = Auburn, Washington.,

Atherton Construction Co.




Seattle, Washington
May 10, 1944

Vr, Je T. Derrig:

Referring to the note on your letter of May 5th
to Atherton Construction Company, in whieh you ask for
information that I may have as to the Auburn Diesel
House being directly in aid of the war effort.

I do not have any adviece in my files, but I think
you will recall that Mr. Denney stated that authorization
had been received for amortization for a substantial portion
of this expenditure under Section 124 of the Revenue Act.

e e ROBERT 5. MACFARLANG




SEATTLE, WASH,
May 5, 1944

Atherton Construction Company
Terminal Sales Byilding
Seattle, /1, Washington

Dear Sir:

ge to furnish any information that you ma;s\\\\\

Your letter of April 24th and confirming my discussion
with you in regard to gquestlion raised about neces:zity for the
construction of the Auburn Diesel House and referring to Executive
Order No. 9240,

From my dlscussion with you it is my understanding that
you wish to have before you a letter from an authorized government
agency indicating the necessity for the construction of this improve-
ment in addition to that comtained in my letter of March 27th in which
I furnished you copy of the War Production Boards authority, above
referred to, together with serial number reference. It is my further
understanding that the situation has eleared-up in respect to the
labor unions agitation for increased rates and that there is nothing
further for the Northern Pacific to do at this time,

Will you please arran

I have discussed this question with our Mr., Macfarlane
and if you consider it advisable that we anpear before the loecal
War Production Board or Manpower Qommission on your behalf, we
will be pl.“‘d to do 80,

In the mean time I have requested Mr, Blum to forward

any communications he hay have from the War Department indicating
the necessity for this improvement from a War Department standpoint

for transportation purpvses during the emergency,
Very truly yours,

e o fod | (5

JTDsp ASSISTANT CHIEF ENCIRELR
cec BB Mr. Atherton had some compliant from the local labor union and
FRB it apoears they endeavor to have the rates of pay increased on
RSM _Z_the theory that the improvement is more benefical to the NP
GIH than to the war effort. What Mr. Atherton has in mind is that
some circular or letter of authority for railroads to proceed with improvements
of this kind as a war requirement would be of help to him if any further question

is raised about increased rates of pay.
have that would be of help to Mr. Atherton,
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Seattle, thqiﬁgg ﬁl Tﬁﬁ"ﬁir}

March 2, 1944

MAD 2 ](‘\u

Mr. R. S. Macfarlane:

For your information I am attaching hereto copy of my
letter dated March lst to Mr. Burnham submitting list of bidders
to whom plans and specifications have been forwarded for the
proposed diesel house, Auburn. Print of statement attached for

your information.




Seattle, Washington
March 1, 1944

¥r, J. Lo Burnhams:

I am attaching hereto print of statement showing list of
ten West Coast contractors who were forwarded tentative set of plans,
specifications and proposals for the proposed construction of diesel
engine house, Auburn, udder date of January 26th,

I have subsequently forwarded proposals to the following
contractors:

Je F. Graham Tacoma
Jo W. Rumsey Seattle
Puget Sound Constr.
Coe n
Thus making the list 13 contractors.

In addition to the above list I have recommended to Mr.

Blum that proposals be furnished to the

Se Se Mullins Seattle

Henrdik Valle ..

Strand & Sons i

Johnson & Kuney Bremerton

General Constr, Co, Seattle
If the latter five namecs are approved this would make a total of
18 bidders.

The above list is furnished you in accordance with lMr,
Denny's request and I will thank you to review the same advising if
you consider any other contractor other than parties above designated
should receive plans and specifications,

Mr, Blum desired, as you know, to hold the list of bidders
down to West Coast contractors and obtain contractors experienced in
that type of construction and this we have tried to adcomplish in send=-
ing out the above list,

The General Construction Company are, of course, qualified
but they are busy on ship construction work and have recently requested
that they be furnished proposal, Henrik Valle, who constructed the
Pacific Fruit Building for us at Seattle several years ago, has not
made ingquiry for work until recently,

It is evident that some of the contractors are completing
their Government building projects and have an organization that they
wish to perpetuate and that undoubtedly accounts for the numerous




¥Mr. J. L, Burnham - March 1, 1944

inguiries for privilege of bidding off this project,
I shall be glad to have your early recommendation as to
additional bidders, keeping in mind desirablility of having experienced

contractors on this job 2nd the necessity of completing the building
at an early date,

JTD:p

¢c BB
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