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0 om em1n1 c · noes of my Childhood [ &7.s 
among the Indians ·n . 1nnesot 1856-1862 

' ritten for my Pasaden , Calif. J nuar1 1930 

Sarah · Ann h1rnell 
A. 

- .. - - - - - - -1 - .. -
(. 

In 1851, .1 n 1nne ota wa 11 ttl ·, more than rness, 

th r e oocu rTed n event of great historic interest . On July 

23rd of th t year, t l rgest trad1 post on the frontier 

loc ted .t Tr ,er e d s Sioux on the 1nne ota. River, 76 mile 

rom St . Paul, 30,000, 000 acres, the mo t exten ve r ch at 

tract of 1 n ever purchn ed from uno1v111zed red men, a 

c d to he United State by the ·D kota an S1ouz Ind! n. 

th ,y. receive 16,000,000, to b p id in nnu1t1. s . 

'l1h scene as one of the most picturesque t t ev r 

took lace in the t r orth"1e t •. Th tr ty w s sign d on 

a huge granite rock, around hloh wer grouped 35 com.rn1sa1oner 

s.nd tr ders, as · ell as blank t-clad ohieft ins from the :liff r-

nt Indian tribes . .r.,noamped around them ere 7500 Ind1 ne who 

h d gathered to help negotiate th s le of their lan s. 

twas nearly a month, ho e r, be"or.e the ctuo.l 

ne ot1 tions ha. t pr( ce-ied the signing of the dooum n are 

fin lly settle • For time it eemed that the Ch. efs who 

their tribesmen would refu e to accept the term 

off red. Little Cro , Goo Thunder and many other Chiefs were 
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not satisfied. Sal W lking Thunder: Our Great F·athe r g1v a 

us little beef nd little oorni the r d m n 1 always hungry; 

th whit m n 1s tat . Th Spirit gives them mor rood. 

e ant . more thun er and less lightning; the wings of the 

Thun er-bir must be And to carry out the1r threat 
·,. 

an ma.ge of a thun e .r-bird, made of bark, as pl c d on the 

top o r a huge pole erect 4 n the c nt r of c role. A 

thousand Indian sang n d ne d around 1t, thus, to their 

no tion, bre king the win s ot the thunder-bird . 

The In ians had no conf1 enc in the white man 

nor . n hi prom1s s, nc not until the box cont 1n1n the first 

p of 75 , 000 in gold wa brought .and laid upon he gran1t 

boul ter 1 they consent to sign the ocum nt that deeded away 

their h rita e . Gun , knive , mirror and 11 kind of fancy 

oolor d beads ere also brou ht an laid round th atone, all 

ot helpe to win th m ov r, and ft r further p rley 

and ar·guments the great treaty wa, sign d b7 ood Man, Rattling 

1. ocoas1n, Han ome -1an, Young leepy Fye nd F e 1n the dle . 

A means of defense again t an7 troubl that m ght 

arise with t he o red men who now were to be neighbors or the 

whi t. settlers, Fort Ridgely wa built, not many miles from 

th tradin;:· post at Traver a des siou:x. 11ttl farther on, 



the lo er upp r agencie wer 

di r.buta . suppli nd nnu1t1e 

established, with a nts . to 

to tho ho no ere the 

war s o the Gov nt. Soon ml s1onar1 c an est blished 

ehools, translating th Dakot 1 ngu ge into 1ngl1 h. I hav 

in my po a ssion ne of the e or1 1nal d1et1on • 

Amons tb first m1ss1onnr1e ere .. · e.muel nd G1 eon 

ond ho w re follo\ved 1 y Doctor Riggs and W1ll1 son an the 

1 tter•s sister, ' unt Jane", whom 

the ndi n schools . 

kne • Sh al o taught in 

Doctor a D niel an his rother, octor J. • 
. Daniela, served as physic! ns at the geneies. Lt :r on, octor 

ea Daniel was our family physic! n for many 7e r • 

It aa only five years otter th t mo1a tre ty 

s s1gnd at Tr verse es Sioux that my father, Edmund rn 11, 

heed1n r the· command ot Horace Greeley, 0 Go v .at, Young. , 

e ded to leave isoonsi'n cast h1 lot among the p on ers 

of lnnesota . Our prett. home ln Portage, Mi oonain w a sold, 

tarwells s 1 to many d r fri end.a an relatives, n in Au t 

1856 and mother, roth r Ch rl s, age six, an I - he vy wagon nd two a ron hor os re 

procur to carrr our hou hold goo a and 

to provid tranaport.at1on for ours lves . 

ppl1e , ell a 

The first d y out w a trying and hard one, tor 
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the ro'ads ere mua better than t rails n in any place 

v r y reaeherou , n F ther n th river ere com.elled to 

wall<, ho l in he avy poles a1n t the w gon to prevent it from 

go1n ove.r th te p em ankment • ro-ther and I ft n a l e4 

lso, o tha t e nU.ght pick th hue lberr1e th. t gre by 

th roa 14e . What a joy 1t w hen r ach d the l t ·1 

t vern in the woo s a.t ventide her rested or t h night . 

fter ye of' e ra.v ling . , reached Lacro se, 

Mis con in . n ·re our goods e r e unloa ed and plaoed on a 

river steam r , n befor nightfall e oursel re 

we a.boar the ar Eagle', ound for St . ... aul, 1nnesota. • 
• 

fte r spendin da7 there - i t s then only a mall t n - e 

le.ft s t age coach tor .ankato, 1nnesota. 1le a 1.ting for 

our goods to rrive, \V9 lived t the ' nk to Iious , not a very 

oommodiou hotel but only one of it kin · in th sm Il' 
vtllage Of a few hundred people . Here, nd also t outh end 

three mile up th 1nne ota lUve.r , my f the r opene h r re 

tores nd d cid d to m ke our home at the latter pl oe wb eh 

then was t the head of nav1g tion for l rg boats i n t he s pring 

time . 

Th only avail bl house e could f 1nd to 

helter us was one under construction, wi t hout oors or 
. . .. . 1 
the opening tor wh1ch1"' .other covered by h nging p 

blankets and other b edding . · The bats and squ i r r els we r e ve ry 



num rou,e nd in pite ot th h ings oun an ntr nc • 

.ll,e remain d in th1 house until late in th 
A 
ll 

when lo hou e, then ein built, a t1n1 I truly a 

..,. 1 t iv bo • 'hr s no pl tor o the walls, cept a 

crud mo rt r e of u tha a pl 0 . . 1 1 the chin · bet een 

th 0 blp eep out th colcl int r w1 J hol in he 

floor oov red by trap door s rve as a oellar, 1n hie 

tr d to k p ou pot to tro rr ezing . Th re b t on 

roo , the end of hich , a curtain of or sleeping room . 

n- l re coo tove urnishe heat r th nt1re hou • ome-

t1m s, ho ver, it wa not v r'\. ( "\. warm, tor much 0 the mod used 

ror .t'U l w s 0 green th t 1 . h d to b ri d in th 0 b ... 
tor it 0 ld pro uce any: h at when urn d 1n .the tove. 3ut in 

. pit. of the rudit1 of ou:r unu ue.1 nfl hom my broth r n 

I re full or Joy an' thrill d b , the n e 8 Of the 11 

f ront! r l1:f • 

!Phil father• s tore' wa under cons .ruct on, . h 

spent much or 1 t m ·t home, r a.din n cting - ch r to 

his children. \inter s truly 1th ua, and .h, 0 00 i • ut 

e er happy n con nte , looking t o h future for bett r 

things . 

Th Ind1 ns wer fr quent call r , c ng in t g t 

warm or to ask for ometh1ng to at. On d y, !tho t ny warn-



lke n. It a near1n 

t e holiday s on nd roth r n I ·wer e te t th ta le 

ck1n o . rai in for &t6ther 0 use in k1ng hor Chr,.at s 

plun pud ing. One of the nd1 ns, who me to b the l .. ader, 

walked to the table, ra! ed he c rn r of his blanket an scraped 

11 of ur r 1 1ns into 1t. Ila then proc d to d v e h m nth 

t o her ani fter they. h e t n Jh , t ey began to for 

more. o ening cupboard h y be to r ove o ·her • . 
er no r al1ze t that he h w er uthor t'J J y lou 

unr r an th ·t tho ... ould he.ve .. wor s nr ge tures h 

no thin ore.· Th y then returned the th n a to the helv an 

o have the o for never be or 

h o A any come 1 hen we er alone. ·•e r ot de pr .,. ve , 

ho ,ver, or our Ghri t B pu in , for y more ra1s1ns "re in 

tor were all kin f rov s1ons in bu1 noe, - ugar 

n lour by the rrel . he ost ort nt of' all . th home-
m d . yeast ca a that OU f'r1en ha .ade 8.1lti r1a f or us to 

tak to our ne home, for without the e a ·OUld ho.v he. o br d . 

Th ,t llow c n l w r a.no the 1 ·rtant f ac or of 

ho primitive aye, or it out them e shoul h v ha no 
' l'g t at night. t was gr at tun h :ng1ng the str ngs in thE} ten 

an·j t elve t1n ol ' ther f lling th V' th the ot rn ,, l 1n b t 
SU 
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It 1.1as not lon .. after tho holidays door 

,,,gain opened nd elve Sioux In iane tile in, one e.f ter the 

oth r. 'lh 1. t1m 1 a.tber a t home or e shoul ve been 

elar ed , a a 111 a.nd confine to herb d. ather, 

pointing to her she lay, aid "Squ , 'I ck i..,;iqu V; .• c n At • 
he rin.g th s they muttered th1ng h1ch e coul l not un . r·-

t o n d the door n all de rt d. 

:.arlv in t ring, ther 1 t to · t · s t to 

purchase Joods 1 · which o open his s ore th n na ring com-

plet1on. In the r1n , durin the h h at rs all 
r 

1 a brou ht by boat u he .• nosota I 1 r. It wa. · uch 

f n to e th blg s G e eo;:ne in t h; ban t an l throw 

h avy rope a hore to be fastened to tree or :roe th t ·n ght b 

n nr; t e t ae the ark e unloa he cargo an cl a e O! . cord-

ood ( 0 co 1 in tho ay ) for the return trip. 

•. ther h d not :,eon lon a y when r ports n to 

come that the 1 11 s ere on the w r ·path and that at Sp rit 

L ka many of th hit ttl $ had b en murder • The ·e ho 

live ur v11l e e d hat belon in. s th ir ons 11ould 

hold an left to se k p a.e of 8 f'ety. Lav g o metL"1S of 

tran portat on w:ttb h1oh to :>et a . y e were oblig d t rem in 

1n ur home . 1!. ch d y nxiou ly a1 t d for ome n 

a nc.rnin. the outbr k. re ntir ly cut rr fro the t-

7 



s1 e orld. brid e oro th · l e .,.arth i ·1v r l ich 
J 

v r·l'lo in its '> n lte ha b en a hed a y, o tha t c uld not 

· e v n get to · e.nkato, th ee miles Y·· 

h . uce ded in oroa ,ing the riv r in 

ne ay a rien l i v.ing 

ro bo t, bringing the 

ne t.ha t lea t for . t1m t he dan er as p st . nhis calmed 

ou f e rs, until on day , . litt later, e a w co ove the 

h gh rn.nk . o -sn th t till :re 1n evid nee e " r ywb.e.re, a 

lone I ia.n makin r I.>1" sti' de on his now · shoo toward ou 

hous • in tantly loo ad the o r , dJ' •the curtains ·own 

elos over the windows and rem in d . eechles · an .mot1onl ss , 

ex"'>f· C ti very moment to see our hou e u fl es . i.;1Uddenl7 

there c me the report of a hot fire f ·m gun. It eemed to 

u that e coul feel the bull t trike the hou e . \le r e 

tri en 1 h terrorJ not oun i of any ind f ollo ed . '\a ai ted 

an alted . 11 a as still a night, ti e s emo like a e , 

no o ·, d rin to peak or mov til 'lot er mm oned p nough 

tp l ft th i n ow-ourt 1 a littl nd c utim ly 

ft r a furt , r out . ·There wa n6 Ih 1 n ln · 1ght. it 

she opened the oor and tep ed out. 'here w s no one to b 

en , r o ... far, b t 1 a the d of' a p roj ectil g lo n.ear he 

roof of ha hous , he OWld n gl ' f ath r. t ·as out 

12 inch s lon ' g 11 painted and tr1 ed 1th strips of b uck-

s in . Its me n1ng wa alw y y tery to us until recently 



(January 1930} in rea 1ng arl , n l Jight", a . ' n 0 

isto c 1 novel by rs. Lovel c· I l rne th e 1"1ing of 

n e ' )l t ee.ther ong the Indians ae a s bol or· pe ce. 
I • ns or Spring now b gan to be pp ror three-0 . 

tory .ho t ol w B soon, um or oms ruc·t1on; t e 1.rs · ehool-hnu 

as e:r· ot d, built of' logs 1t o.nly on roo , a door .. th en , 
an mall indow on each a ... EU long b rd place a ai t th . 
all ro us ... d or se tsJ planks .n · ron or l. erv desks . 

Ou e .cher a a jo ly good ootchm ho du 1n e oon .o r, 

ft r cl at n our lunch, t t u ho o dance n p l y 

·s·a.mes. 

Mail began to come regularly one B w k. or ee 

r e·ley' s 't e ork Tr1 une• g h· th o:rli. 

lhe covere l a on 1tl t pen of chick n h ck 

n 0 ti d 0 he d , ·as fr u . n 1 n n rnets. 
Stor of'fices era buil an soon oocup ed. n f all pro-
res on ca.in in . 'JI a young m n ro urr lo rrived nl uilt 

some ino ern cottage· , one of c O' r ome. 

Den!el · uck, a young attorney ou · o coll , came n open d 

l w ad 1 1 t .r r b c on· o e Ju ·t1cea 

up re <. .. ourt. 

The Summer pas e qu cklYJ ha lovely a1t da e 

re w th u J wil grapo an plu s everwh re 1n gr at abun4anceJ 

I 
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th f: et were f'ill d wlth butternut n 
( 

alnut • Y rother 

n l ere nev r happier than ro n .,. through h woods, 

oleking the wild fruit and gath ring tlle nuts . A portable 

sa - 111 ·stood on th ank of the 1nnesota riv r b low our 

hou and w s plac of much interest an, :u e ent to us . 

ne f ternoon in the l t r , hundred 

red kina w1 th their squ . w and papoo .es came into our m1 st . 

'I ere re tu n!n fro their annu 1 v. 1 t to the ·1·in eba o s 

du1"'ing the gre n corn eaeon . Afte r their tents ere pitched. 

th y nt rt 1ned us ·1th their ' "calp'' , " reen uorn" .and o h r 

dance , f or which e paid them in gr\lcer1es an trinkets. •3efore 

bra of iay th y r on t elr ay to th Agenci ... s .. m ey ere 

th fir Siouxs that e ha.d seen since the lon Indian " 

th arly Snrlng. 

Th h t el w s completed n opened 1th a grand ball , 

th f r t soe1 l f mot on to e g1 v n in · this . t1 r village . 

o oen 1magin my d light . t being allowed to at en with· my 

p r nts. Th l · 1e l ow lovely they look in th !r e utiful 

111_ own , (lo eo an ·1eeveles ) lon klg glove and wh1 e 
I 

· slippe:r•s. And tbe· banquet 1 t w s onderfulL ne school 

hou e w built, th· time of lum er, a 1th 1t a f 1ne 

t acher ho v s physic! n as well e.a teacher,·- a v .> tor 

Thoma • 

t O 



Bu t h uture tha look so r1 ·ht to us . n w ... 
n o b dimmed by r clouds that hov red over ou-- fair. lnd. 

Th e c me th t. Fot-t · umpter ha been fired on an the G v1l 

ar the n· the oouth upon us . .1. he call or 

volunteers came and most of our ablebod1ed men re o th 

oall and n!1rch away to the Southlan • 

t th!s time e bad no f of the n • 

11neb goes ere our neighbors liv1n0 on r aorvat on sev n 

miles dist nt. Three of t hem came one d 1 look1n or a lo 

·og. 1\h y could spe k a r words of .;;.t.,U 11 h and nade us und r -
st n- th - th y e e rt r. The d 1/ b fore a r O l .l co 

to us, hal - t rved Q ll the In di l og were. ta 1 nd 

oon he as contented nnl happy 1n hi ne hom • ut at the 

, ght of tre Indt she d peare • The 1 ft nd return d the 

ne t 1ay.st1ll to fl no dog . Th1 t1m th y h· h ·the 

and w_th a fe wor s and stures ad us un rs -nd hat . 

1 as in · end d for. J1he tlrl. rd a y th y ca.ma ag in, to ·. ind 

th i dOJ 1t ng th m. n appr ,4c1 tion for hat ad one 

for th n t y brou ht u six-quart mil can, fill d it mapl 

sugar h ch duri g the s pring tim thy .ade in gr a QJa3ti t1es . 

While th ... s p w a b 1ng boil d down it as th 1r cu to to cook 

th .r , e an me t in it; o, cot s , it w spoiled 'Or u • 

t( 



I 
During t e Summ r , w nothing of them at our home , "' ut o 

th m often our bl s throu h th 00 hen they se . ss 

fri n l • 

The r p s c quic ly < the be ·1t • .ful tum 

y e r . in wi th us bringin r:tch h rv t . One d y, .3roth r 

nl v e ·e on thickly oo d 1 1 n< in th lu . ' ·»th ·iver• 

pi ... r p or ... ther to u in the rn k1n or lne . 'lX · .. nt 

clu rs of the ourpl fru1 t hun,. from the br·anoh bo 6 OU 

d , and hile f1ll1n ur b str n e oun cam • 1 per -

1n ro gh the t r s. \ e t once nt to th ed e of t 0 0 s 

t o see enoe the sounds ha.de como , ther o ho cliff ·if l 

f e tor or a .ov us sat ro ·or L'l-1 n 1th their fe t 

d over the st p emba.nl-anent . lpon s e1ng u they 3ent 

thelr o s do n after u an then they them elv procee ed. to 

f ollow . ·e hur r 1e ly p eked .up our baskets, CrOS.$6d the 1ver 

(not 1 er:v deep) and ran for t h ne rest farm houa s v ral miles 

1 ta t . r:':h ' dogs J" l-J clo e upon us and tt e ndian no r 

but in t heir path as a grove 0 plum tree lade r with 
• r lpe r it, t he si ht of l'lhich wa so t empt in t<J them th t they 

t r r l there in t ead 01" pursuing the chase . Ve too h d s en the 

te pt in ·1• grov an arl y then xt m )rn1ng aeoomp time 

by ou r ath r e · tui-ne t o g th r so ,1e of t e plums ,· but mit. 

one a 1 ft on th t r . e sJ ins tead , h ground wa covare" 1th 

s the r emain of th·lr greedy f eas t . This was tho near at I 

ever en e to be1nb captur by nd1an • 

1µ 
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.D 
other continu.ed to make her 1ne ,- gr p , c rrant, 

o rsnip an, 1 rberry, the the o ly 11 t h t o children 

"J re allowe to d r ink and only uring the .'hr1 tmas hol I" ay season. 
( 

t wa. erv d hot, w1th n rro trips ;of to st d bread dipped in 

the hot in • ,aller ere at 11 1 rv · d 1tl· in n c ke 

811d urln . . the holit y s ' on wi h 11 ttl in 1 v1dual mi ce ies . 

:rh r se e ba i: d, hen froz n and to red y u ·til needed , hen 

tr.ey era ·ted and rve hot 1th inc. 

h. ettl,re on ront1er w re beginning o prosper . 

... od hou s er 'b in replaced comfort ble hom a buil of lumber • 

as y1 di lg rich returns . r'ut th. returns of ano h e r 

h rv st re 8. a1t1ng u • 
n · ugu t 18, 18 a, me broug .t the s artl1ng 

n s th t the Sioux I ian were g tn on the warpath. t as on e.y 

ornin • Ou ... · chool ho us stood n ·ar th roa 1 e • 'l'he child en 

ha a s mbled and er awo.1t1n the rlngin of thH bell o call 

t m 1n f or stu y, h n .. ourier rode furiously by , shou .1ng, 
0 t he "!ans re mur () r ng the settler on th frontier' • The bell . 

1 not rin .. • e all has na o a nearby store here the m seen-

r had etopo d to arn tlle p .ople or t' eir ·ange r , n f ounn that 

tl ne s s more re tu than e fir t h d hea • 
31oux, unLer th lr chi ft in 'Li tl Jro " , had 

I .3 



eman ed tram the 1 en t the tr ding-pos t thelr an_nu1 ies 

hlcl 1 as du • The e nnu1 tie ha reachod Fort 

n oon Moul h v been t th A ency t or 1s r1Jut_on, 

ut. the d l y enr ged Little Cro nd hi s follo era and w the 

t l roused them to fr nzy. Upon the retu al of the I\ ent 

to y el.. . ) the r mands they hot hi , s Tering h1 s h a from 

hi bo y , the r m vi th c lp to c rry way s a v1ot r's 

her r1be .Join d the ·' nd t 0 ava tne no 

lavir t"' y all er soon on the -w:arp th, mu.r er1ng men, o en nnd 

chll ren mi t en burn1ne t eir homo • The Go ernment building s , 

cho l hou e n.-1 the homes of vhe mi ion r1e re ll dea royed 

ery n , h led to the woods and wam , 
er rnur·de ed, 1 11 early a thousand. 

<st or tea.bl - bodied men of South Bend he. gone 

to fl the Union att le .. in the South . f'i'hose le t, t ·1clu ng 

my 'f th·, r , t once or anize a comp ny to o to the r eli e f of 

Ulm Nrl h ha n att o ed th ni h t b for, . atox l av1ng, 

.,,e. the. r· :m t' ed fro n our home th be ding etc to tho s oon loor of' 

h s stor her ife were to r . 1n until th ex ct oon ition or 
thing VI s kno After har . a.y' s tr vel the company r ached 

their ti l t on that ni ht. he Ind n ere t 1ll on the ou t- · 

k1rt , f" rin in.to the t o nd burning everythin , , 1 hin r e ch. 



The women nd children wer huddled into bas · nts to esc po th 

ly nr ull t . 

e f1rs th1 g tha. .not my s ;az w. , i he 

st ppe1 in o t bu11 in 11 nicb h y r «o e t lo I re 

tiine ¥tte 'hO ba oee f oun scalped nn · ti late J.n he most 

ho r bl . anner. In not , :r oom, ly1n 3 de b d J l e loor , 

we r thr bea . t1ful little ldren \'\hO h d beer t"'OU1( b7 

t h !) f et to tr es . ' 1 as J. n ppall1 rr a :l gr eso s,. .'or 

er J • e old and h s r rst hou ht s of the de 1 ones t 

ho a l1 f t e nn r to y ·1 ht be ose • cco:r -

ing _t eci that hi fir t a 

t rt rn and do ha h . cou J to pro o them• ther f 1 as 

he li 1 · returned him, r sk1n6 th 1r t io so, !or 

th nd e every ere 1n am ush along the. roa a · i' es . ' t 

undA . cover of rlmes th· y r- e home safely. 

he fro t e s 

int o h ton e kin a place of . v.r ty. T ,,r e c trm 

rm.7.1,· 1n Of .m1 1n our v lage r1 ch e both fort1f . nn, 

fill a . th refu" • 'Ih one l s n as us., 

an ii Q ll1n e.bov • rroun the b1 1 ng ma of 

far""1 w go $ st l. in · clo e ogether; on the out o ... 

h h all o <" cordwood \:as Jrected. ; n on the hot· es 

nd oxen re corr 11 • J\ u h 0 h i!I t1m durl ,. he n . ,!h yh 



orse .. ep up their d.e gh ng w ch ad ed much the i r :lnea 

of hf1 scene. The m n no on . u y on the eu o cup1ed +-he 

im er floor, whig the upp r oor v a.s f lled w! th ' rten ond 

Llren, the la t r al a in > 'T a. m roo on t · or. Bu 

f o .... of l t r l no sleep thn n· ht • s a m ans of 

"' f n e we r illed every v 1 a le tu n v sel w1 h ntE clrawn ' 

a ne a by well n 1 b r101 J. S y carr d up an oute sta r• ay . 

'ire ere kept bu rning 1ur1ng the n ght to keep the w t Y.' 0111 g 

n .... J .h nd1ans attnc .:e u ' s they int nc e 0 0 t.h t n1 rht, 

t h r • 0 ll hav roe V· from ur windOW·S sho s 0 o1 1ng te r. 

x 6 itohfo k and every . ron 1 v lab le e also r a y 

0 1.lS • 

n th outskirts o the v· l g a pick t- ua s 

pl n tructions th r n In an . s seen o _ l rd by 

l any o the picket , or 1f 
\ 

s .ot w h a.rd, every 

.o th spot 1henee the s 0\m ha · co .. e. l\t the 

report 0 f hot f1red from gun as hos. • F'a her be n " one 

of the . ckets went to vAry an on he p .clret line, u n t 

one h d d se arged s gun. Th silence h t followe 

every soun exaggera e hund:r;>ed-fol • VI S 

l rn d la r t at th shot po ed to h e e f re· 

by e. .. nneb go I d _ an Gh1 r as a S'ignal o the $1oux horn they 

er . v 1t1ng to join. a tack on ri 1 h < bee n 1 nned 

I ro 



for th t night, n 1f they h d succeeded 1 t kin :) t e t own , tber 

would have been noth1n to p.rev nt h m r orn c1 m ng on .rou ·h to 

Sou.tr Hen an bin> join d th b . tb 1 nn_e lagoes, nd c rry-

in o t the r 

groun,1 at Tr er 

r a 1n 

e Sioux. 

an 1n corn on h. 4 r o c 

".ou can i na n 1 h h t jo 1 h er. tho l n r 
t h n rnin • ·r era of t nktu.lness fr m every hoart up to 

our oa-,..e nly F ther th . t mornin • 

Later. n l n the 11'\1jrnin r, e f oun · ·hat . , tb r's stor·e 

ha n roKen into urin t h ht nd ny t h.nga n, mong 

th m a ot of ull ts that I ul d to b u 

'I'he ext d y we e n to k r r 

to pl co of greater tet • ·t N' th .. r' 

our r 1 tiv in Ji nsin, . ut oth r oul ·not 

so ar a ay from him. :) foum e or r roo 

wh11 h n othAr r m ine 

a b t t ey could, l ep1n · n th. roun t ni 

t 11 bushe h t r w n r by. 

'Sh 

co 

.f nee e r . 

on for .')V. n 

h, t w ' 0 to 

nan to .oin0 

roAorty 

n er covor of 

Ne Ul m w ow · ing v cua J a .c valca e of ov r 

1 0 gon f 1 l d 1 h r tug s e e nto tan to t 0 t me . 

E:v r'Y va l b u ld1ng th coul be root r use: as 

hospital for the wounded ho 1ly r ing ru .ht n for 

tr atment. any 6I• pierced . n hair back b o:t 0 ar OU J 

17 
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h o .. 1111- try1n to nake the r ese p 0 h rs re horribl y • 
.u H e • wore the ho it·l b ... n s rved nur e 

ou.r Lix , l' to •. 

nrovia 01 s be an to b very c t' an ta.min 

no the t n until surpl-es f l'Ot:l the ...!a t • ,1rie .... nt 1n . 
.... ne . a 1rl n I stere up eno ,b t 'I 1 

to ur hr mil s at nt , to ee , 1 bt ch no , v ry-

th n :t.e.6 not o-e. te.ke.l · y f> I round no thin , - v hive 

of b es h be n de olished d ll t e honey t n ay . I 'ii as 
I 

d --1 ot f:t.. ding ' or h , no u . nr 

ho ey ul hava aken its plac· for our r d . ty how-

ve , f re a little t r . uh found lone ch· k n 1 ch he 

kill , - e. th:ln3 tr.at she h •, nev :r one b ore . 

Th 1 1 s till o the r ... f ni had 

bee m11r 'l r d only six ml le s .from o r home . mhe 6 e.rr on 

at ort _igel y ac in e n at c e pectin :J third 

·11l1t rt on as no\ 

·t_ "o til nd eith 111 or cap are h, mur ler rs . 

ien p: nry H. ::" 1ble:v s pl eed in co 1ng ol ·ndian 

tr l f am11 ·r th the dlan mo( e of rfare he s ell 

fl+:te f r t position iven 1m. :::, ver l i1nnea r gim,nt 

1o er t Port .... n ll!ng 1ting ord rs to Join .... he Jnion 

force he outh ... ·a ma p r or th oxp d ti on ·hie as 



17 
soon .. t ursu1 .r th bloo 1 . V e J. rl s no. lo b fore ,.,h 1 - • ";J 

.w r · o ·e r•t en i hro h the $tr te 1 of ·G nerul bley ' r 

sur oun 1ed . n rlson r , ithout th loo f an 

() earl t ous n ·1 ns w th th ir q e. 

p poos e r capture • 
ldl .h a the : r pr1 on 1}8 of' 

h . an ch11 ren. .er 1n 'ene al 1 1 -y sh ct 

an skill n cu in !/' their r le s 1thout any l rm )8 

th .. tha 1 or h d r , "hed thoi·l:' dapt r t, at 

the troo r 1 u ult, 11 oul b fOU:.: rnur er> • 
It a l e · n ')ctob r ef or · en ">r 1 ..::> ble .. 

r or 1 om dm roh. n i.. ept m ver ck 0 

.... O" lt ; ,n n u d r oo 1 he hot h ch h ·V c 

at th 1 e 0 the outbr n I alln tl li " 1. nerrou 
-h., t:n 1 na ., .,,. ti l l rov1 g r oun , ie thought t be t to 

m k $ ur n r home . 

t a a b ut1J.ful I1d1 n umm ,r f'ternoon, f 

el! lat :r, that G n ral ley, now oe.ll.d the ,.on of th 

t f , ll !n tull unif o t110 n ' ed 

th pr c ion th t p s·e througli our villa e d by a.th.r's 

tor • 'lhey w r fo l low d by a re ·im nt of infantry. Th n came 

4 gons awn uy hor e , cont inin 4 .f th murl r , ten -

in eac w. gon, at d on t he f l oor , iv on ch c ch 



o he y, ant cha1ne· t i':>ge·ther. ..1 .ny brigb.t sha ls wh cb they 

had '. alrn n from the ho es o the mura r d settlers . Nearly all 

'h y ·are ll gUard , &:.;,other giment o 

1n i1na ;1 - l m ulancea came the ..,attle rs ho had 

b. e : cund Houn. · ed a i some n rly d . d from hum,.:er a 1 x1 aust1on,, -

i • • lo"' , A one mu der d a r.. 1 t heir ho es des t oyo • lar number 

Of . 0 S U with t 1r · poose ie s nt over a other r ute to 

F rt ellin • Tho e r t inod to oo 

r e n rmy · ro · dr y mul es. The c 1p equ ment an 

u e re follor d y t rt1llery 1 .. ch c r.i n•i 1 n re r 

guer • 

It a t n roe ion, U1 lilt: a y eve 't l se 

b .f o.,,.., by nyono . 'l'h y ed on n · c to l ..>lue 

• rt y bet Sout1 nd nk t • ,'e oc 

ha n buil h1ch a 1 r co r th a ro f I t l l e th 

wer t o be c onf 1 ed . A larg · military camp e t bl h. r an 

a.av r a l ret ine 

s b_tter a 

o -U r th m. 

g inst th m that aev..1r 

attempts were made by moos oomin from near by to ns to storm 

t h c p a nc' . kill th mur · · rer • To · .r< rent this, a de·taehrnant 

of ea 1alry a order d to guard t he roa s leading t o the ca , p . 

y 

h .nfantry l o wero o Ider to be e · y 1 t loadec zuns . 'I he 

m 01·lfl)s ..... th horr1bl atroc ties th th y h d so recently 

'\ 

e 



d .. r till resh in th min of th ae so .c 1er.s ; so 1 ·-

ullet , tney ha ·solve l t use a ds in 

o r .. t ti comp 11 d th m. to f · re on the mobs . 

Out o curiosity e &. ell s o h r , vt ite 

Pl"'i son . 1oun th . prisoners s ,, ted o 

tl t h lr bl nk,ts r od elo ely roun t m, mo in · 

1 e s ·n co v r i n one nether, o llv1ous o,. Jv r thine; 

r th m. h a 'Y· t nc colr e1 nly c n v 

e 6.::1 0 .. ot 0 th m, th oldie be · n t o ..., e ly n 

ec· b r th n r1 oner. mo nto to b 

p.,.··- on u 1 b n t 0 .... one b l l 1ng a ' th • 
L r gu r , th it e1n:r ho 08' .. .,uil lL 0 s 

e 0 ,., ro • 
lit r r l . . een hel l n r y ".? 0 

OU l u1l y anl nt 0 t ex cu ed . xt p n lty 

.rou t he eo le 0 t, ho pp l d 0 re 1 i n.i "' ncoln 

0 l c ti e h 1 u or der co , utine:> th 

s nt nc r all but 3 • e· r .. all co v1ct d b the id l e 

0 on n, a ha.lf'- br d, who h: el had 11 ny the white 

ettle r • jh onviote 1 I.,. n ere . epar t . d ·rom t heir fellow 

pri one n d pl oed in a rt 0 thn l ri ion y tho s lv a . Th.e 

th rrant as r d to th m thr< u o-h n interp.c ter, y ,, i .. . 

, one of the miss ionaries who v 1 t e th m a y t n r ough 

;;, I 



t 1r conf .. inement, .m Kin.' '' many oonv t to Chris n1t:v. Fi e ne 

0" n m and d h . entenc Q . ll :mur, .. 

1v ·okln 11.;;) pin nd iV en emp r,f1111ng it. 

A f d b f o . the e cut.o hey r "llo"1ed t 

se t Lei r- fri mfo an ... b d. th· m a f int. l r ell, leair111i- ·V: 1th 

r po (h ions, - , tr1nk· t ' t • t or in. 

0 he h •. ;)1 'I' comb r 2 l 62, hen th m1 1 n e ' 
th fot· h l t ti brok 0 n lnr;- Air 

th cm , l ir"l ch nt in :J." ch t. y a.lJ .. jo n d, A in-- time 

r tt11n -: h ch i h r rm • nall. h y r .ii..r eir 

bl ·lo ly roun ' r .y r a s i 

ri .s , an h u "i r :r , l hout n 0 ... 
• 1"(?, a r yff . 11 ch nt1nft, t ath son , the. l11P.1:"'C e 

OU . uf heir i on, cro a I e tr t n. d h .. .T rn 1 

fro .. he 0 ic n ct o. 't. t moun t t p 1· .r. (') , . 

scaf ol • At th f th. he n u tl"l C . f o 

1in., arou th ·lat orm e •ome drev the b ack c )$ mo 0 clo ely 

ov ,. r • n ju h 00 r·u I n Cr• 

o man h· 1 'a h n , g t .( rib 1 . 

,. e#: tl l ". r ... e .. 1 tb - rope eut . 

·.-110 11 lt ln h f o of a hollo Sf.1 i l• 

n ,be .. lntfo,.. n hlGh v tood u n 

ro r r c · 1 ttG"LC. i .. d to tb top of a cont r po a so a ran d 



r Cl t • . a; roo a i ,,$ L e tho pl form { rr'\ 7"l'!"\Drf on the 

"2!; {'!I . 6. 11 at 0 lt t ,.e M0! lan ·ch ( :.n ,,o 

tal 1J11a.rt btck br< t 11 to the • .. 0 -
e,1 ) l !< 1/fl.'! soon B run .. lp t. oin h. s llow ,. d .. ror t.h ' 

a">P ..... '" 
,_ rounr • 

.. hn I . t ful c ild n 'ii. . r-

er·· J "1] • is IV°' fe an hr e o .h r i tie ... A. 

ori · or1ers ·' e ho t le .' ou , :ea 1 pe o c1 

.. l w ' t.l-- on . lo of h1 x 

ter a ' t r.. xn n. y • s .c,inn 

ad . 

It . o l ')Ok upon. r '· r - 1ght 

b0 n _·s, - 0 nno c 11 hel uman, fo. +.:h y 'I re n t. - ch 

n b:r sin ·1 ?'OP·· fr h v n b a. ab ""r\ h s hf:n • 
0 n er a n .... h ,. tl) t lit r , 1·hori-

ex SS t e h that t 0 en 

t.l': ... llv all otl r c n 1c llr'C r r • r ,, m 

b. mules ·oo. · bv, w · i t1n ; ·con .! thel .o r U"' al ,. ce on 
h b ·1k . nn·flot. only a. ort 'st e 0 wh,re 

w r ·ec1 • h 1 b, r d n lon , tr nc th-

n· c,, . .r hn ne t rrrorn nr) n 0 t 

s t.nr i th tr s frozE11. lff . h is n -

te r.d t er ·iur1n5 th nigh . r od1cs era h1 >pn ( d.1 1 



school s e.ll var t e country for di section urpos s, anl 

s th t nu·nb . or th er e sont t> ro e. 
'c 

a very 

0 t i. e 1 - on. bcYl .. l .1. t in the trench. 

··o .mamb,, h t cle , c ld ecom 1-1 ·r d y. 

o h. te.c: · · .rl on our thr e- 1le wal to , ank t , •ather, 

n el , to t e s the exec . _o at 0 •• - a seen s v v 17 

1 .. in1 I s it . ears ago . In a to th . .,:r tan:ls 

to ;1 n ronze .. b et th· tno po e e th. rrre test 

e··-: .. 1 rm 1 .. he ru als o ou1:i 11. tion took ... 1 ce 11 

n .J rlr ' ft 1 ter cloee eonfinetent, 

h · rt t'!. .. d1d r of t l e o pti vei;) ere t ken by bo t to .i1ssour1 n 

pl on r S l'V 10 l ft a.rd Of.' tho vOV t . 

:.'be re h rd cumpa 10n to come . • any of r.. tii ux 

ot .·111 n thr.} r·o l ·ier an as ho tile I e r 

.f- te w_n er' .. rest, ! enersl d5.bl y nd nis co1 rnan" arA a 1 

in "'r· t "' th S i.OUX ... Jt n hey olloVie hom cro th "" \ ..L • """ 

pl .• t e s .. uri Rive , ,. icr they cro sed be for th 
-

l" ac .. 6 tl1e ti 'urt'1 r ur3 n n • Af r 

lOn· n ' a om march :oener s bley a d h1s co man r -
turnr: . 0 Ol"t .;,n lling lat 11 t (; ll 0 18 3 . 

n r:>sult of the upr-ts1ng n r s ere, 

n SS of ·111 ind as n inu ota. in 

t e .. \.1 • ion (J hi ch ldr n in mi I l• ath r e t OU t o 1s'-



oose of h s or an ) her ro.' , ttles d w n t 1 I/' c 

... 1 w 0 a.ck 0 '.L on • rnh. I 1. f1ni h c a 1on 
.. n . "."a' until a. m rr1ec ln l 67 , wh n ·r r tmne 1..10 "'n ke y .... 

•O . n L nne ot - nut t f r of t e ha h p 

' 
0 .· 3 r Y. 1 l'ihoo d y • 




