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JOHN BRIAR1 CLERK, 

January 27, 1920. 

Ho·n . Edwar:d E. Smith> 
625 New York Lif~ Bui l~i ng , 
Minneapolis , I n __ i ana. 

M:y dear· Ed : 

•' 

I have b een compelled to cance l my engagement 
at Min::rnapo l is Febru~ry t welf th. On account of the 
p~ essu:re of work he~e it has been necessa? y f or ~e to 
dec l ine a ll in vi tat i cns to speak lu r ing t he session of 
Congress . 

Since agreeing to con:e to Minneapol i s , Sena tor 
Penrose ~ecarne i ll and left here , durn~ing off on my 
shoulders all the tar iff bills bafo r e j ~-he Fin. an ce Com-
mitt ee . I am compelled to carr y them thr ough the 
Coremitte ~ and h e lp in cax:-ying them t bfou gh t he Senat e, 
and t his l ie work encu gh f o..,.., any on e ma;n . 

I Since tha t time also, I hav~ be9n made a mem-
be:: of tlfle Sub-Committee t hat wi ll i n viest i gat e the 
Feder al Tra1e Comm i ss i on , a e r k th< t wi l l take us 
thr ee months and that will a lmost comp ete ly 00cupy 
my t j.me when I am not in the Sena te . 

In ad it i c n to that I have been made Ch&.hman 
of a Sub -Comm ittee to coni uct the Newb 0 r r y - For d fi ght, 
at this time to super int end the !"e coun~ of the 450, 000 
ballots cast and ot herw i se l ock afte:r the detai:Ls of the 
contest. , 

1 his is encugh wo:r·k for t brele men and ab so1ute-
l y px event s me f rorL acceptj_ng i n vitati -:ns . 

1 I greatly regret t hes e ci:::cu,Js tances but have 
n o way of helping them . 
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