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-

CROSS REFERENCE

future
See File No....9997136........ for/correspondence in regard to

industrial develcpment matters at Kent, Wash,




NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILWAY COMPANY

FILE NO..278-8

CROSS REFERENCE

See File No ‘ for correspondence in regard to
property at Kent, Wash., acquired from the estate of Charlotte Ramsay
for industrial development at that point, = papers being transferred

from File 2728«8 to File 999-136.

June 17, 1954




SmArmstrong Cor}ﬂ Company

Lancaster) Pa.

March 10, 1950

Mr. J. H. Poore, Vice-President
Northern Pacific Railway
St. Panl, Minnesota

Dear Mr. Poore:

Subject: Purchases

Thank you for your telegram of the 3d in answer to mine of
the same date addressed to Mp. Denney.

I am sorry to say that we were not favored with the business.
It went to a competing manufacturer of corkboard at a price which,
if we had accepted, would have returned us less than $300 profit on a
$40,000 job. It is too bad that the work was not being done for your
company. I am confident that our chances would have been better than
those of the successful bidder, who has little to offer in the way of
tonnage.

Once again thanks for your interest. Better luck next time.
My regards to Mr. Denney.

Very truly yours,

JTN

E. G. Siedle
neral Traffic Manager
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Check the classof service desired ;

Check theolsss of servicedesired ;
otherwise this message will be otherwise this message will be
sent as a full rate telegram sentat the full rate

] FULL
¥ SERIAL RATE DEFERRED

FULL RATE
TELEGRAM

DAY GHT COBE NIGHT
"\LETTER <4 IER I i JOSEPH L, EGAN, PRESIDENT LETTER
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NO. WDS.-CL, OF SVC. PD. OR COLL. CASH NO. CHARGE TO THE ACCOUNT OF TIME FILED

Nor Pac Ry Ct Exec Dept

Send the following message, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to

>tePaul, Minn.,

Your wire date received in

to our west




ALL MESSAGES TAKEN BY THIS COMPANY ARE SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING TEﬁMS‘:; .

To guard against mistakes or delays, the sender of 3 messaze should order it repeated, that Is, telegraphed back to the originating office for comparison. For this, one-half the
I&:rene&ted toessage rate i charged in addition. Unless otherwise lndicated on its face, this is an unrepeated message and pald for as such, 1o consideration whereof it is agreed between
& sender of the message and Company as follows:

1. The Company shall not be liable for mistakes or delays In the transmission or delivery, ot for non-Gelivery, of any message received for transmission at the uxny sted-message
rate beyond the sum of five hundred doliars; nor for mistakes of delays in the tranamission or delivery, or for non-delivery, of any message received for transmisslo the repeated-

mesaage rate beyond the sum of Ave thousand dollars, unless specially valued; not in any case for delays arising from unavoidable interruption in the working of 118 1y

. In any event the Company shall not be llable for damages for mistakes or delays In the transmisslon or dellvery, or for the non-delivery, of any message ether caused by
the negiigence of its aorvanta or otherwise, beyond the actual loss, not exceeding in any event the sum of five thousand dollars, at which amount the sender of each I .ge represents that
the message 18 valued, unless a greater value is stated in writing by the sender theréof at the time the message s tendered for tranginission, and unless the repeated-message ratve is pald of
agreed to bo pald, and an additfonal charge equal to one-tenth of one per cent of the amount by which gueh valuasion ghall exceed five thousand dollars,

8. The Company Is hereby made the agent of the sender, without liability, to forward this message over thelines of any other COmpany when necessary to reach its destinatlon.
4. Except as otherwise indicated in connection with the listing of individual places in the filed tariffs of the Company, the amount paid for the transmisgion of a domestic telegram

or an Incoming cabie or radio message covers ita delivery within the following limits: In cities or towns of §,000 or more inbabitants where the Company has an ofice which, as shown by the
filed tariffs of the Company, is not operated through the agency of a rallroad eompany, within two miles of any operr tain or branch effice of the (,‘omgauy: in cities or towns of § or
more inhabitants where, as shown by the filed tarifls of the Company, the telegraph service is performed through the agency of a railroad company, wit in one mile of the telegrapt office;
in cities or towns of less than 5,000 inhabitants in which an office of the Company is loeated, within one-half mile of the telegraph office. Beyond the limifs above specified the Company
does not undertake to make delivery, but will endeavor to arrange for delivery as the agent of the sender, with the understanding that the sender authorizes the collection of any additional
charge from the addressee and agrees to pay such additional chargeif it is not collected from the addressee. There will be no additional charge for deliveries made by telephone within
the corporate limits of any city or town in which an office of the Company is located.

5. No responsibility attaches to this Company eoneerning messages untll the same are aceepted at one of its transmitting offices: and 1f a message 13 sent to such office by one of
the Company’s messengers, he acts tor that purpose as the agent of the sender,

8. The Company will not be liabie for damages or statutory penalties in the ease of any message except an intrastate messaze in Texas where the claim is not presented in writing
to the Company within sixty days after the message is filed with the Company for transmission, and in the case of an Intrastate message in Texas the Company will not be liable for damages
or statutory penalties where the claim is not presented in writing to the Company within ninety-five days after the cause of action, if any. shalibaveaccrued; provided, however, that neither
of these conditions shall apply to claims for damages or overcharges Within the purview of Section 415 of the Communications Act of 1934.

7. Tt is agreed that in any action by the Company to recover the tolls for any message or messages the prompt and correct transmission and delivery thereof shall be presumed,
subjeet to rebuttal by competent evidence.

§. Special terms governing the transmission of messages according to their classes, as enumerated below, shall apply to messages in each of such respective classes 1a addition
to all the foregzoing terms.

. No loyes of the C ¥ 18 authorized to Vary the foregoing.

2.
10-42

CLASSES OF SERVICE
DOMESTIC SERVICES CABLE SERVICES

FULL RATE CABLES

The standard fast service at full rates. May be written in any language that ean be
expressed in Roman letters or in cipher.

FULL RATE TELEGRAMS
A full rate expedited service.

DAY LETTERS - CODE (CDE)

A deferred service at lower than the full rate A fast message service consisting of words formed without condition or restriction,
counted at 5 characters per word. Minimum charge of 5 words applies.

SERIALS DEFERREDS (LC)
s —— —
SN sk i Ngee QT E1A BTN CaY. Plain language messages, subject to being deferred in favor of full rate and CDE
. Mmessages,
NIGHT LETTERS
Accepted up to 2 A.M, for delivery not earlier than the following morning at rates NIGHT LETTERS (NLT)
substantially lower than the full rate telegram or day letter rates. Overnight plalp-language messages. Minimum charge of 25 words applies.
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OUR &ATTLE DISTRIBUTOR ASBESTOS SUPPLY CO BIDDING ON

SEVERAL CARLOADS CORKBOARD |NSULATION FOR STOKLEY FOODS
BUILDING KENT WASHINGTON CONTRACT WILL BE LET TODAY DEEPLY
GRATEFUL FOR ANY HELP YOU CAN GIVE MY PEOPLE

ARMSTRONG CORKCO GEO SIEDLE

216P.,.
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‘ San Francisco, California

January 18, 1950

Mr, J. T. Moore, IA
Seattle 4, Washington

Please refer to your letter December 30, 1949 to Mr. Macfarlane
and Mr, Macfarlane's reply of January Lth with reference to proposed cold
storage facilities for Stokely Foods, Inc. at Kent,

Discussed this matter with Mr., Huddleson, Vice President and Mr,
Williams, Traffic Manager at Oakland, Mr. Huddleson is agreesble to pro-
posal as outlined in your letter of December 30th, that ie, that cold
storage facilities be constructed by them in the White River Shed at Kent |
which they now have under lease, we to reimburse them Tor the expense of
this construction work, they to amortisze the expenditure in monthly install-
ments during the remainder of the lease term which expires on May 14, 1956,
Mr. Huddleson was of the opinion that estimate az presented by Mr. Hovind
was considerably in excess of what the actual cost of this cold storage
installation would be, he being quite convinced that final cost would be
considerably less. But, in any event, the suggested arrangement would be
carried out on the basis of actual costs which develop.

After the expenditure is amortized, at the expiration of present
lease on May 1k, 1956, Mr. Huddleson is agreeable to increasing basic rental
$100.00 a month for a five year period from May 15, 1956 to May i, 1961,
with the next five year's rental to be discussed and decided at that time,

Trafficwise, with these additional eold storage facilities, we will
benefit substantially., With their present restricted cold storage space
Stokely Foods have been confronted with the necessity of moving their Kenmt
production to various cold storage warehouses some of which have not been
accesaible to our line and this has restricted traffic benefits available
to us from this plant, With this additional storage space, which will handle
approximately 1750 tons, they will be in a position not only to handle the
storage of their Kent production but will aleo move from the Mt. Vernon ter-
ritory substantial volume to Kent for storage and it is probable that those
commodities formerly stored at Bellingham will alse be handled through this
facility. We may conservatively estimate that our increased traffic of frozen
fruits and vegetables will approximate 100 cars yearly of which about forty
care should move to long haul destinations, the balance short haul,

In addition to the frosen food traffic, I discussed with Mr. Huddle-
son our participation in the canned goods traffic from their Bellingham plant




Pap&'2, Ltry J. T, Moore
January 18, 1950

which 1s under the control of their Traffic Manager at Indianapolis. Buring
the year 1949 we handled 8/ cars from the Bellingham plant, 48 moving via the
Great Horthern. MNr., Huddleson will discuss with the executives of the Canned
Goods Division at Indianapolis, endeavoring to increase our percentage of
this traffic,

1 am in agreement that this proposed deal is attraective and will werk

out advantageously from both a real estate and traffic standpoint and recommend
that we consumEate.

eight Traffic Manager
K:js
Nle Fo e De?l‘,‘f

il iy we dnd.ci-ur;;b&le

Sl e Hle YOOTE
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Er. J. Le Burihen, / / ( /S
Hestern Traffic Haneger, ' N,
Seattle, Waslingbon.

I ad a call today from Ray Kiyohara, a jepanese, who was
& vegetable grower and vice president and director of the Puget Sound Vegetable
Growers Associstion in commeotion with its prewar opsration at Sumner.

Kiyochars now resides at Ontario, Yregon, and las beem enployed by
Lglisntia Sros,, Arrigo Co,, in connection with ‘he vegetable sh ipp:. business.,
This company are wholesale dealers and jobbers of frult and vegetab les at
Z8-30-32 3outh Tater Market, Chiesgo, and sre represented in this rorthwest
territory by louls J. Fontama, T'is compaxy ‘wes the Chicago market outlet
for the Puget Scund Vegetable Growers' shipping operation fyom Summer.

The purpose of Kiyohara's call wes in commection with Foxtana's
plan to prowote the growing and shipping of vegetables to the Chicago market
from the "h te River Velley, cnd Kiyohara is tryingto work with him in restore
ing lamd they formerly operated to sove of the responsible jspanese farmers who
belonged to the Puget Sound Vegetsble Crowers #issoclotion, The Assceistion,due
to the requirement of itas .embers since the evacuation, lave distributed thelr
cash sassets but still own their equipsent , which is located in the Sumner shed
and which equipment theay expsct to sell or continue to lemse to the Washington
Fackers, who have beem operativg the shed since japanecse evacuntion.

These fermers gorerally, in order %o resume fermipg here, will
require financial support et leest for tle first year and Fonteana's Company is
proposing to give such support and see thet enough veretables are grown to
proteet a substantisl shipping Lusioess and he hopes to resch approxi ately
200 ocars in 1948, It is not the inmte ntion to confine these growers to
Jespemese farmers btut according to Kiyohara there are aboud 25 experionced
jepansse farmers who would li.ke to return t the vz.llqr and his preference would
be to secure the Kuramoto shed within the wye tradkc at Auburn, it is expocied
that ¥r, Fontam will be .ere within the next 30 days to try and work the
proposition out, at which time he will talk with us ebout a lease om the
wburn or one of the pedcing sheds at Kemt,

This Fontana deel gives an indication of what might be expected
on the much discusaed Question of the roturm of the japansse. 1 uxﬂex-swh? from
Kiyohara that chegy comsider it impractical to resuse their Associetion shipping
activities on mcoowt of finencing and the reception they might receive in the
market but they do not expect thet there will be resistance %o resumption of
farming activities, particularly on land already owned by jepemese, but it




J. Lo Burnham -2,

Fontana's L‘lﬂ" that he can securs leases on &d aiitim;al lani needed,
ale purcha n some ouses soihet ?:z,r*y ill bave enough area to
Fouteane has found that the vegetables growm
] on account of quality amd
to help the japanmese but
mrketing bus iness and in
€ i *i:,if: eny m‘z‘ars here will take
‘k‘ie a\;nzm.-b &8 growemn 1€ J“ it not the intention
to in ny se mke this :n e anese growers deal,

I assume if Fontams can work up the business that we
not convermed on the racisl question with reference o growers ond
thet we should lease him one of the sheds since that is the purpose
for which they were comtruoted anxd is probably about the only purpose
f‘@v whiich the sheds can be used that would preduce smy substaxtial
volume of originating earload business ant, a8 you know, there are
shrzdu avallable on the Union Pucific«liilwankee Live.

Industrisl
VEWL

Lre Re 34 Baclfarlane,
ir. Je H. Foore
. J. Lo Norton,
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Geattle, Washington

December 21, 1944

Mr. D, R. Frost!
$1,165.82 due from H, 8. Kuramote e
(2649),

On April 10 you referred to Mr, Macfarlane the above
item for attention,

After investigation, we found that there was little
likelihood of eollecting all of the above bagk rental fronm
Kuramoto, due to fact that he was interned in Government
Relocation Center and was lacking funds,

However, we 4ld effect an agreement with Kuramoto's
attorney, Thos. A. Willlams of Seattle, whereby Kuramoto
turned over to the Rallway Company & large safe which was
located in the packing shed at Auburn. Also, there were some
box shucks which belonged to Kuramoto which we were able to
gsell for 825,00, The safe was s0ld by Mr, Willlams to Trick &
Murray of Seattle for $100,00,

I enclose herewith Trick & Murray's check No. 239,
made payable to the Rallway Company, in the sum of $100,00,
in payment for the safe, and check of Thos., A, Willlams, pay-
able to the Rallway Company, in the sum of $26,00, in payment
for box shucks. These two checks should be applied on aceount
of the above 1ltem.

Inasmuch as Kuramoto has no other funds that we are
aware of, 1t 18 our recommendation that the balance of the
sccount be charged off,

I am returning to you herewith Mr. Lees' flle,

EFR/fk Assistant Western Counsel
ence.

eg Mr, J. H, Poore
Mr. V. E. Willians
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Saint Paul, Mimm., November 6, 1943. R4

Y

'r. i{. }:- St(?\'c‘?ls’

Vice Precident,

I have your letter of November 5, transmitting contract
with the Pacific Refrigerating Company of Tacoma covering replace-
ment of wood floor in the cold storage room of the warehouse under
lease to the White River Packing Company at Kent, Washington,

The Chief Engineer is hereby authorized to execute the
contract on behall of the Northern Pacific Railway Company. A
copy of this letter is being sment to the Seeretaryas his suthority
to accept the contract for filing.

Encl.
co=Mr. A. M. Gottachald
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St. Paul, Minn,, Nov, 5, 1943,

E. Denney:

Enclosed find contract awarded the
Pacific Refrigerating Company of Tacoma covering
replacement of wood floor in the cold storage room
of the warehouse under lease to the White River
Packing Company at Kent, Washington.

I am leaving attached a copy of Wr. Blum's
letter of November 3 advising that it was necessary
to contract the work due to insufficient Division
forces and that it was, therefore, arranged to con-
tract the work on an actual cost basis which will
involve an expenditure of approximately $1,000.00.

I approve of the arrangement. If you con-
cur, will you please authorize the Chief Engineer to

execute the agreement?

Encl.







St. Paul; Minn,
Nov, 3rd, 1943.

Mr. H. E. Stevens:

Herewith for execution or authority for me to
axecute is contract dated September 22, 1943, with the
Pacific Refrigerating Company, Tacoma, for replacement
of floor in cold room of warehouse at Kent, Washington.

Under lease Ho.60811 the warehouse at Kent, for-
merly used by the White River Packing Company, is leased
to the Santa Cruz Packing Company and we were requested
to repair floor in the cold room.,  Mr. leacham did not
have the force available to do this work and Mr. Bartles
requested us to contract it.

The Pacific Refrigerating Co. worksd in con-
junction with the Santa Cruz Packing Co., and the Pacifiec
Refrirerating Co, agreed to carry out these repairs on an
actual cost basis, which will be around %1,000,

I recommend execution of the gontract.
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"Via Airmail //f ‘Seattls, Dee®émber 15, 1941,

M

Mr. J. H. Poore,
Executive Assistant,
T

Paul, Minnesota.

Referring to your letter of the 12th instant/ enclosing
copy of Mr. Behler's letter to you of December 1llth abour-col-
lections of rental from Harry Kuramoto and other Japanese,

I enclose a list of our Japanese tenants in this distriet
which I think is complete. We made up this list last week and talked
with Judge Macfarlane about the situvation and decided that under the
circumstances there is no action we can take and will have to wait
until it crystalizes and until instructions are issued by the
government,

Early last week all assets, with particular reference to
bank accounts of Japanese nationals were frozen and transactions
with alien Japanese are not permitted so that the only thing we
could do would be to cancel leases and regain possession of the
property,which action, of course, would not be considered at this
time.

A number of the Japanese on the attached list have been
taken into custody among which esre E, K. Saito of the White River
Packing Company; Sekaharea, Secretary, T. R. Morimizu, President
end U, Yoshioko, Director of the Puget Sound Vegetable Growers at
Sumner; Tom Matsuoka, Manager of the Bellevue Vegetable Growers
end the father of Tom Iseri, who is a partner of Harry Kuramoto
at Avburn, FKuramoto has not been taken into custody but is not
circulating among the public and is keeping quiet at home. There
may be others whom I have not yet heard about,

It appears that most of those teken into custody are
ones who had made frequent trips to Japan. It may be a matter of
suspicion but within the past year on two occasions I have had
FeBeIs Agents call on me and discuss all these Japanese I knew in
order to get any information I had about them, and Mr. Grubbs has
also been consulted by F.B.I. Agents, these Agents explaining that
in contemplation of possible trouble they wanted to catalogue each
one of the alien Japanese in this territory,




%

Mr. J. He Poore = 2.

In regard to the future, it is expected that the alien
Japanese will have a hearing and if they can convince the authorities
that they are trustworthy they will be liberated, otherwise they
will be turned over to the Army for internment during duration of
the war. The F. B. I, may, of course, have evidence of subversive
ection on the part of some,

You will remember the Summer Rhubarb Growers Assn. and
the Puget Sound Bulb Exchange at Sumner have a joint lease. The
Bulb Exchange has no Japanese members, About one-half the member-
ship of the Rhubarb Growers is Japanese, meny of whom are aliens.
The active Manager is Mr. Mattson (white) but you will note from
the attached statement that there are two Japanese officers. Mr,
Mattson does not know how business can be handled but the shipping
season is about to begin and it is expected that some licensing
plan will be worked out by the government. The freezing process
was quite severe because in a2ll these Seattle business firms where
there was any substantiasl alien Japanese ownership the assets were
frozen,

We are keeping in touch with the Federal Reserve Bank
and as soon as we can learn of any instructions so that we may know
definitely what we can do to protect the Company's interests, I
will advise you further. Two of the tenants, Matsumoto of the
Washington Wood & Coal Co., and Harry M. Hayasaka, who has a atore
in the Produce Building, called me eand told me that they had ample
funds and would be glad to pay the rental and will do so as soén
as they are permitted eand hoped they will not be dispossessed in
the meantime. I have heard nothing directly from Harry Kuramoto
and have seen no reason for my calling on him at this time,

Industrisl Agent,
VEW-L

ce Mr. L, A. Behler
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8t. Paul, Minn,, December 12, 1941, AS

Mr. V. E, Williems,
Industrial Agent.

I attach copy of Mr. Behler's letter to me of yesterday
with respect to indebtedness to the Northern Pacific of
Herry Kuremoto,

Will you please discuss with Mr, Macfarlane and ascertain
what, if anything, we should do with respect to this in-
debtedness, and also the indebtedness of any other Japanese
netionals to the Northern Pacifiec. I do not believe thet
on the east end of the line we have any dealings with
Japanese of such e character that they could be indebted
to us, but of course, in the Puyallup Velley there may
be a number of cases,.

(Signed) J. H. Poore

cc Mr, L. A, Behler
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St. Paul, Mifinesote,
December 11, 1941

101-6a=B

Mr. J. H. Poore,
Executive Assistant,

We have & delinquency under lease 55310 at Auburn, Wash.,
to Harry Kuremato, a Japanese who may or may not be a

T this country.

citizen o

I assume that some action should be taken to protect our
interests in connection with amounts due from tenants
who may be enemy aliens, It is too early to ascertein
whether the Treasury Department will afford us any pro=-
tection but I believe we should bear this question in
mind,

(8igned) L. A, Behler




§ts Paul, ¥imn., February 25, 1941.

lre Ve Eo Williams,
Western Right of VWay Agent.

I have noted and return herewith your file in regard to

Company

the operation of trusteeship of the White River Packing

at Kent, Vashington. T agree with you that we must go along with

the other creditors in connection with this operation, ealthough it

does not seem to me that we will be able to collect all of the rent

now due us even at the reduced rate established lest year.

AR

Ay




MEMORANDUM,

Seattle, February 20,1041,

Mr. J. H, Poore,

It may be of interest to you to note the attached
relative to 1940 operation of trusteeship of the White
River Facking Co. (Saito) lemse No0.56300, et Kent:

You will remember that the rental under the lease
last year was §$1,000 but after the season was over and the
results of the operation were known we agreed to a reduction
bo $750 and I am quite sure that we will have to continue the
rental for another year at that rate. I have not much ¢on-
fidence in the trusteeship paying any dividends to apply
on outstanding accounts and Mr. Grubbs agrees wlth me that it
would be better to liquidate the trusteeship and let Saito
stand on his own feet, However, we have considered that
we cannot take any leadership in the matter both on account
of policy, with particular relation to our other vegetable
packers, and also the danger of getting in conflict with the
transportation act,

lr, Salto has offered to pay the creditors 15% but
Mr. Taylor, one of the trustees, and a large creditor, will
not settle for less than 60%. e figure that in order to
comply with the law we must have exactly the same treatment
as each of the other creditors so that it seems to be the best
policy for us to follow along.

I shall appreciste it if you willl return the attached
papers since I have not kept copies,

Ve E« Williams,
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8ts Panl, Minn,, November

ires Ve E. w1111m3,
Western Right of Way Agent.

I em glad to have the report contained in your letter of

October 29, regarding the eollection of the amount due from lir.

Furamoto, and to note that the prospect is reasomably bright to

colleot a little later on the present year's rental.




Seattle, October 29,1940,

Mr.J. H. Poore,
Executive Assistant,
St. Paul, Minnesota,.

You will remember the problem we had with
Harry Kuramoto of the Western Producers Exchange about
collection of deficits in connection with his rail
shipments.

I enclose for your information Mr.Eastman's
letter of October 28th from which you will note the last
deflicit has now been collected. If this deficit had not
been collected on October 28th it would have been nec-
essary to institute suit,

We still have the current years rental to

collect which I think we will be able to accomplish but
it may take a little time,

of Way Agent.




K /fk

bece Mr,
Mz,
MT.

P, Olaim 175102, Desk 12
icit ingt Western Prc
_‘1 il ' ?‘il YU "LJ" L. ul Aol

RIGHT OF WAY DEPT.
OCT & 194n

SEATTLE, WASH,

! -"‘J‘)‘:
agreement
defioclt

} k4 .

f

V. E. William@j

T. H. Faughnan
J« L. Burnham (Atten:

Mr. Grubbs)
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your letter

sion A.F.E. 121-40, covering replacement of

I agree

>

A

with you that A.F.E."'s c T replacement of property destroyed
purposes
in connection with the

that subsequent A.F

has been changed







Ete Poul, Minn., August 15, 1940, A3

ire Ga Eo Leaa,
Auditor Disbursements.
Referring to ny conversation with you teday, and returne-
ing herewith Tecoma Division AFE 121-1640, covering replacement of
vegetable packing warchouse at Auburn

Beosuse of the destruction by fire of the original ware-

house, we collected from our insurenmce agency §12,826, and it seems

to me that, irrespective of the accounting we must do under I.C.Cs
rules, we ought to show on the AFE this collection from the Insurance

Company e




AUBURN NEWS May 24 1940

1

Completion of :
PlantObserved
ie Di

,000 Western Pro-
ducers Exchange build-
ing now in operation;
owners are lauded

Completion of a $60,000 packing
plant within a period of 30 work-
ing days was celebrated in a fit-
ting manner Monday night when
the Western Producers Exchange
iheld open house in their new build-
'ing within the Northern Pacifie
wye. l

Throughout the offices of the
plant there were dozens of huge
bouquets and baskets of flowers
from well wishers of Harry Kura-
moto and Tom Iseri, who direct
the affairs of the organization, Ap-
proximately 300 were fed at a din-
ner served Chinese style by the
Kin Ka Low cafe in Seattle. .

Tom Iseri, junior member of the
“firm; acted as master of ceremo-
nies. He told of the fine work done
by Walter Bouldron, contractor,’
who had completed the building
‘within 30 working days of six
hours each. As a matter of faet it
was afterward revealed, three of
the 30 days were rainy ones on
|which ilittle progress was made,
jand the actual time was 27 days:'
‘Work in the plant began prompt-
‘1y on schedule Tuesday at 1 o’clock
'when 40 people began packing the
‘first 1940 carload to leave for the
Atlantic seaboard. Three carloads
of lettuce went out Tuesday aft- |
ernoon destined for Minneapolis
Chicago and New York. 3

Burned on Feb. 19 ]

On Feb. 19 the plant was com-|
pletely destroyed by fire, only a'
tew office records being saved. The
Northern Pacific Railway company |
rebuilt the structure at a cost of
approximately $25,000, and there
is $35,000 worth of modern pack-
ing and refrigeration equipment in
the new structure.

The building is 360 feet long,
Mr. Iseri explained, and contains
approximately 300,000 feet of lum-
ber, 25 tons of cement, 10 tons of
steel and other building material
‘that makes it one of the most
modern plants in the northwest.

High tribute was paid Contract-
or Bouldron for his work.

Short talks were made by North-
ern Pacific officials, Mayor L. J.
Gove, Floyd Oles, of the Farmers
Co-Opergtive Marketing associa-
tion,®5/ E. williams, N. P. right-
of-way agent, Nat Taylor, Paul
Star, Great Northern official. A
number of Japanese made talks in
|their native tongue. They were T.
Yaguchi, Pierce eounty farmer;
Dr. H. Kurata of Tacoma; M. Tseri,
father of the junior member of the
firm: I. Yasumura of the Sumner
Packing Co.; and Harry Kuramo-
to of the Western Producers Ex-
change.

Youngsters Dance

Following the program a seven-
| piece orchestra under direction of
| Jack Halvorson played and another
300 younger people danced until
early Tuesday morning.
“During the packing season this
concern furnishes employment to
from 40 to 80 people and has a |
weekly payroll of from $500 to
$2500. “Indications are for a good
lettuce crop this year,” Mr. Iseri
gaid Tuesday morning. “Prices are
good to start out the season and
puyers have purchased lettuce in
the field at a price that will make
the growers some Inoney. Every-
thing points to 1940 being a good
year and possibly will exceed last
vear when we shipped a total of
280 carloads of valley products to
middle western and eastern mar-
| kets.”
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Seattle, April 30, 1940.

Mr. A. F. Stotler,
Asst., Chilef Engineer,
Seattle, "eshington.

Herry Kursmoto hes advised me that 1t has developed
impossivle to work out arrangements previously contempleted in
connection with rebuillding the packing shed at Auburn to supple-
ment the secales we hadi on hand with the dlal scale attachment
originally in the warshouse but which was damaged by fire, and

that 1t 1s essentiasl for him to have a digl scale so that 1t
will be necessary to order & new one.

I understand from talking with My, Heyward that in
order to provide this new dlal scele it will mean an sadditional
cost in the warehouse construction of $660, I do not see any way
out but to order a new scale because the old style scale is too
slow for his operation and is unsatisfactory to his customers
in observing correct weights,

Under the terms of the lease arrangement we are
expected to furmish the same facilities as were in the old house
so that I do not see that any speclial suthority is required to
supply this new dlal scale and I assume you will see that 1t 1s
provided,

(olgned) Ye £y Wiiliamy

wastern Right of Vay Agent,
VEW-L
“ o
ce Mr, J. H. Poore,
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Ste Imul, finne, wpril 17, 1540, A

re He Ee ﬂtﬂVﬂﬂB,
Viee President.

Referring to your letter of April 15, and returning proe
posed contraot with We J+ Pouldron, of EKent, Yashington, covering
replacenent at an estimated coet of (20,240 of the warehouse at
fuburn leased to fe 0. Hureamote, which was destroyed by fire:

This letter will be suthority for the Chief inmgineer to
execute the coutract on behalf of the lHorthern Facifie leilway Come
peany, ond when filed with the Jeeretary, will be his sutherity to
aoccept the coutrast for filing.

(Signed) €. 3 E‘."!'*a\”.‘x

« Uottschald.
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St. Paul, Minn., April 15, 1940,

Mr. Coe E. Denney:

Referring to Mr. Poore's letter of March 15th

advising that you had authorized the replacement of the warehouse

at Auburn which was destroyed by fire, while under lease to

He. S. Kuramoto.

Bids received in the rebuilding of the proposed

warehouse compare as follows:

W. Jo Bouldron, Kent, Wash.

J+ W, Bailey, Seattle, Wash

Gs Fo Greham, Tacoma, Wash.

Howard Wright, Seattle, Wash

Je Bs Warrack, Seattle, Wash.

Boen & Butler, Seattle, Wash

A, F. Mowat, Seattle, Wash.

Nelse Mortensen Co. Beattle, Wash,
Henderson & Knowles, Auburn, Wash.
Gjarde Construction Co.Seattle,”
Sound Constr.Co., Seattle, Wash.
Allen & Early, Tacoma, Wash.

$20,240,00

20, 288,00
21,601,50
22,243.00
22,583400
22,842 ,50
22,935.00
22,954,50
23,299,81
23,483.00
24,157.00
24,465.00

Dally Constr., & Engr.Co.Seattle,Wash.27,001.00

Brady Constr.Co., Seattle, VWash.
Se S, Mullen, Inc. Seattle, Wash,
Ne P. estimate

The work has been awarded to the lowest bidder and

I recommend execution of the agreement. If you approve, will you

please authorize the Chief Engineer to execute.

28,169.00
21,690,400
22,685,00







8ts Fuul, Hinme, April 18, 1540+ Al

re Oornerd Dlum,
Chief Ingineer.

e have gettled with the Ureat inmerican Insurence Company
for loss sustained when the Vegeteble warehouse at /uburn was de-
stroyed by fire on February 19, 1840. In going over the sstinmated
cogt of reproduction of this buillding with the ingurance adjusters,
they took exception to the amount allowed for cost of carpenters and
Joiners. They felt that because of the large floor and platform
area, the averege cost inoluded in our origimal cleim of eppreximately
20 per thousand feet was too high. /fter taiking with Yr. Fognen, I
agreed to cut this by 107, or to (22.60 per thousand feets Un this
beasis, the loss amounted to (22,928, Ve have collected {12,025, whieh
is the net amount due us after deducting the first {10,000 of loss.

e Lo Stovens.




Saint Faul, ¥Mimmesota
April 12, 1940

Mr, Py Bs lacy
Treasurer

I enclose draft of the Great American Insurance
Company in the amount of {12,086 in payment of our ¢laim
for loes by fire on February 19, 1940, of a warehouse and

contents at Auburn, Washington,

Enologure

- Mre Jo He Poore
/ Hr. L. ﬁ. B.hlﬁr
re. Je 54 Thames







PREESIDENT’S

April 10, 1940. A3

Dear lir. Vollintine:

Heferring to my discussion with you on the 4th instant,
with respect to the loss by fire of the vegetable warehouse and
platforms at Auburn, Washingtons

I now enclose a revised estimate of the cost of reproduce
tion less depreciation which has been prepared to accord with the
agreement which we reached. On reworking this statement, we dis-
covered an error had been made in figuring depreciated value of the
building. That error has been corrected in the attached statement,
and the life of the building and the various additions made since
original construction date have been correetly shown on the statement
and have been used in figuring the present value of the building.
The amount of our claim as shown on the attached statement is
§22,926 less $10,000 which, under our policy, we essume. This is
nearly $700 less than the amount tentatively agreed upon at our ocon=
ference. In due course, will you please see that a draft to cover
the amount due us is forwarded to !ir, Gottschald.

Tours very truly,

Mre. Je Ls Vollintine,

Venager, Reilway Underwriters,
Insurance Exchange Building,
Chieago, Illinois.
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61 62 CF Y
SEATTLE APRIL L 1940 J H POORE - ST PAUL
BERNARD BLUM »
, BOULDRONS, BID DOES NOT INCLUDE FOLLOWING ITEMS WALLBOARD
INSULATION § 160 aa;LxAY COMPANY TO FURNHSH STOP POWER LINES
RAILWAY COMPANY TO FURNISH § 300 STOP ENGINEER=
1490 STOP OUR PRELIMINARY STIMATE IN § 23600
COVERING ALL WORK EXCEPT OUTSIDE FIRE ROTECTION COST OF  WHICH
MAY RUN BETWEEN § 600 AND § 1000 WE ARE BAKING UP WITH CITY TO

PLACE MAIN TO
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Paul April 4 1840

F Stotler

Seattle

four 5«39 to Blum Does Bouldron's bid cover all congtruetion work on
new building or will there be other items to add to amount of his bid.

- =

Ped




TELEGRAM—BE BRIEF

LANZD

"~ TIME FILED

M.




¥RRESTDENT'S
o v ] PO

March 26, 1940

lre Js Le Vollintine
lenager, Railway Underwriters
Insurance fLxchange Building
Chiempgo, Illinois

Degy Ny Vollintine:

Supplementing my letter of February 19, 1940, %o
We As Lang, incs regarding fire at Auburn, Washington, on that
date which destroyed strusture, item 648 of schedule forming
pert of (reat American Insurence Company policy No. 6566 exe
piring July 1, 1940

There is avtashed hereto statement shmd.m; estimated

aost of reproduction, less deprealation, of tiat portion of

the structure, subjeect to coverapgs, whish was destroynd, anount
$84,545. ineluding also a "ﬂus-pr* : glving a brief deseription
of the structure in question, It i= ny understanding that you
desired this information prier to ;,'r.aur proposed trip to 5%. Paul
when it is your intention to disouse with us & settlement of
thic less.

Vory truly yours,

inslosures

oos We Ae Lang, Ine.

//J. He Poore







PHLLR S &
N. P, 1386
12-24

TELEGRAM—BE BRIEF ===

5t Paul Minn March 15 1940
’ Williams
Seattle

lave received authority to zo ehead with reconstruction Auburn warehot

X

Age

for Kuramoto on basis outlined your letter eleventh

You may errange

esers Sloan and Stotler for this work Am advising Mr Stevens

ave been executed end

will be returned to you today P-4

J H Poore




Ste Peul, Minne, March 15, 1940, A3

W'e e He¢ © uvml.
Viee President.

I attach copy of my letter of this date to lr.Williams
in regard to reconstruction of the Auburn warehouse leaged to H. S.
Kuramoto, recently destroyed by fire.

Agoording to lire. Etotler's estimate, the coet of recon~-

struotion of this building will amount to approximately £24,2860.
re Denney authoriged the rebuilding of the wareohouse, and ag it is
negossary to have the work done promptly, you will note from my
letter that I have suthorized ir, Williams to arrenge with esspre.
Eloan and Stotler to proceed with the work as soon ae poseible.

0= e lie ¢ Clark.




AP

Bts Taul, Vinn., ¥arch 15, 1040s 43

' Ve Ze illi.ﬁ'.
Vestern Lkight of Way JAgent.

Referring to your lotter of lmwrok 1l

W

I wired you today es followes

“Have received authority to go shead with reconstruction
Maluro wareliouse for Huramoto oo Lesle cutlined your letter
eloventh You may arrange with lisgers (loan and Stotler for
this work 4Am advising ! Stevens lLeoasos have beon exoouted
end will be returned to you today."

Supplement to Lease B6310, and new lease 58147, lssued to

the lobile loe Campeny, have been exeocuted and the lessees' copive

are returned to you herewith.




Ste Panl, Minnesota
March 1lst, 1940

8B
Mr. Jo He Poore:z |

Further with reference to the informmation I gave you
verbally about the possible cost of replacing the lettuce house
at Auburn recently destroyed by fire =

The total money invested according to our recards is
about $27,000, The building was constructed in 1931 which shows
a low index of costes To reproduce it in kind under the present
prices would probably cost shout $30,000, Depreciation on the main
structure and various additions at 2% will smount to about $4,672
which deducted from the $30,000 leaves $25,328 representing repro-
duction value less depreciastion, The concrete piers were not
destroyed and can probably be considered as useable, They repre-
gent a velue of about $1,300, This deducted from the depreciated
figure just given leaves $24,028 as being about our loss for
insurance purposes,

Inasmich as we assume the first $10,000 loss we should
expect to collect from the Insurance Compeny about $14,000, With
a reproduction cost of $30,000 this will mean that the Company
will have to spend around $16,000 if the building is to be recomstruct-
ed in kind,

These, as I tocld you, are very epproximate figures end
detail estimate is being prepared.

(74

Off/i ce Engineer







¥r. Ce_E. Denney

Pls notes This is thd
in the Auburn wye owned by the Nor |

H E Stevens 2a28

)













RN WUILDING BECOMES RAGING INFERNO'

I b)

RED DEMON AT WORK—Donald - Melin earned $3 by } destroyed the Washington Producers’ Exchange Building
having his trusty camera on hand to take this photograph in Auburn. It was the second blaze to visit the town in
at the height of the $25,000 fire which early yesterday { the last three days. .

i

w



February 26, 1940.

File 12158.

I attach for your file copy of Mre Williams?

letter to Mr. Burnham of February 21 amd copy of Mr. Burnham's

letter to me of the twenty-third about a bullding for Harry

o
YW~

Lwuso

Kuramoto at Auburne.
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Seattle, February 21, 1940

Mre J. L. Burnham, WTI;
I talked to Kuramoto today over the telephone.

He has been solicited by the Milwaukee and the Union Pgeific who had
representetives at Auburn yesterday. Kuramoto says that they offered to buy
the Borden site and fix up the buildings for his use. He says their pro=
position does not look so bad but if we will rebuild the kind of a plant he
wants at Auburn he will consider steying with us.

I askied him if he had fully considered the opportunities for use of the
old White River shed on the east side of the yard and he states that will not
doe He seems quite cockey and clsims he will have no difficulty in getting
space, that all the railroad companies are after him,

When Mre Grubbs and I left him onthe dey of the fire he wanted to think
the matter over a day or two and would then see us. I now heve an appoint-
ment with him here in Seattle for Friday morning at 10 o'clock with the under=

standing that he will have an opportunity to talk with you and Mr. Grubbs.

In Kuramoto's balence sheet as of December 1, 1839, heretofore furnished
us, he listed as deprecisted valwe of a ssets, consisting of pecking end office
equipment, $7,652.62, all of which was lost in the fire and in addition he had
Just received 70 tons of fertilizer velued at about $2,000, which the fire
completely destroyed so that his losses were easily $10,000 and he advised us
that he carried only $5,000 insurance. In his statement of December lst last
he showed cash on hand $1,584,60 but he has since told me that over $1,000 of
this emount had been paid out and that he was dependent on his ability to
secure a loen from the bank as working cepital to conduct his 1540 operation.
This shows e very wesk position and he csnbe easily closed out by his creditorse
I do not know how he expects to finance new equipment. However, these Japenese
seem to have remarkeble suceess in getting liberal credit from every source, re=
gardless of their financial standing, and I have little doubt but that Kuramoto
will equip himself some way snd be operating the seme es usual this year.

1f we rebuild at Auburn he wants s two storey ice house 35 ft., x 150 ft.
and a packing shed comnected therewith 50 ft. wide x 200 ft. long, all of which
will probably cost between $15,000 and $20,000, which is about the seme in=
vestment as we have in the present sheds It may be that our insurance will
protect us in this emount so that & new investment will not be required but I
do not have informetion sbout the insurance.




The existing lease, Noe. 55310, which will expire March 30, 1942,
contains the following fire clauss:

"In case the premises hereby leased be totelly or substantially
destrowed by fire or substentielly destroyed by other ecasualty,

then t he Railway Company mey at its option either terminate this
lease without notice or rebuild or repair 'seid premises, in which
latter event the lease shall continue in force and be binding upon
said lessee from the time of completion of seid rebuilding or

repair until the end of ‘the period covered hereby. Provided, however,
that such rebuilding or repsir be commenced within a reasonsble time
and prosecited to completion with reasonable dispatch.”

It appears elear that we cannot satisfy Kuramoto with the White River
shed and he is going to insist on us building the two storey ice house. I
can see no objection to rebuilding the packing shed elimirating the cold
storage feature because Furamoto or some other paecker would econtinue to use
it as long a s vegetables are shipped from Auburn but the ice house is a
special purpose use. It is not a good investment end I do not think our
company should build it unless compelled to do so by competitive comditionse.

Ve E, Williems
Western Right of Way Agent




N

Mre Je He POOI‘B,
Executlive Assistant,
St. Paul, Minnesota.

Referring to oupfRs) ..o conversation
Messrs. Bumham, Grubbs an@s fnt over the matter
shed at Auburn. o o8

He wants a DSl shed 52' x 200!
storage house connec e e with at the southerly end 30'x100!,
He 1s willing to coanfiaus MY ice house to a one floor structure

at the present but "7.‘ ® A i¥c to have provisions for adding the
second floor la ter o s

I went wi BGh our Englneering Departmentand
Nr. Stotler's office SRS S ing up sketches and as soon as
possible will give ySH N Xmote of the cost. There is
nothing in the old S g% can be used excepting the
foundat lon pedestal wh b 19 pm of substantial value. In
order to fit the existing fo the packing shed will be
made 52' wlde instead of 50! &lmoto requested. You will
recall on the o0ld building tha foto had insulated cold
rooms, dimensions 104'x65' whic me cost considerably more
than this proposed new ice house ¥ ste Therefore the new
structure should cost the Company fhan the cost of the old
structure. '

Our idea 1s that we will B unddi e ovisions
of the 0ld lease so that no new lease &b O o Tt e necessary
and all our agreements pertaining the rotils B TR to will be
carried out. As soon as we have a reporg il Engineering
Department we will make recommendation -‘" (11ding. It is,
of course, necessary that the matter be & , as promptly as
possible 1in order to be ready for the v4E Yo packing sesson which
commences ordinerily about May 15th. .

VEW-I e g %ot Way Agent .,

e¢ Mr. J. L Bumham,
s R. B, Macfarlane,
MI'. Ao Fe Stotler.
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A§ SEATTLE FEB 23/L0 J H_POORE

L J

L CF J

ST PAUL
IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED AIRMAIL COPY MY LETTER 21ST TO BURNHAM HAVE
YOU ANY SUGGESTIONS ABOUT REBUILDING FOR KURAMOTO AT AUBURN WE ARE
TO MEET WITH KURAMOTO AT 10AM TQDAY AND WILL HAVE TO REACH DECISION

QUICKLY IF WE ARE TO REBUILD IKJORDER TO BE READY FOR PACKING SEASON.

PERHAPS: STATUS OF INSURANCE HAS A SUBSTANTIAL BEARJNG ON QUESTION OF

REBUILDING H'10




1

cc Mr. Je H. Poore via alrmail )//

1)V - f

A

Senttle, Februasry 21,1940,

ur- J. L. Burﬂham.
Western Traffic Manager,
Seattle , Washington.

I talked to Kuramoto today over the telephone.

He has been solicited by the Milwsmukee end the
Union Pacific who had representatives at Auburn yesterday.
Kuramoto says that they of fered to buy the Bordem site and
fix up the buildings for his use. He says thelir propesition
does not look so bad but if we will rebulld the kind of a
plant he wants at Auburn he will consider staying with us.

I asked him if he hed fully considered the
opportunities for use of the old White Rlver shed on the east
side of the yard and he states that will not do. He seems
quite cockey and claims he will have no difficulty in getting
space, that all the railroad companies are after him,

When Mr, Grubbs and'I left him on the day of the
fire he wanted to think the metter over a day or two and would
then see us, I now lave an appointment with him here in
Seattle for Friday morning at 10 o'clock with the understand-
ing that he will heve an opportunity to talk with you and
iy, Grubbs.

In Kuramoto's balance sheet as of December 1,1039,
heretofore furnished us, he listed as . depreciaged value of
agsets, consisting of packing end of fice equipme $7,862.62,
all of wiich was lost in the fire and in sdditiofghe had just
received 70 tons of fertilizer valued atwsbout J,000, which
the fire completely destroyed so thaf hilp losstl were easily
$10,000 and he advised us that he cary only $5,000 insurance.
In his statement of December lst las¥ he showed cakh on hand
$1,584.60 but he hes since told me that over §1,000 of this
amount had been paid out and that“he was dependent on his
ability to secure a loan from the Bank as working capital to
conduct his 1940 operation. This shows a very weak position
end he can be easily closed out by his ereditors, I do not




A
" Mp. J. L. Burnham - 2.

know how he expects to finmoce new equipment. However, these
Japenese seem to have remarkable success in getting liberal
eredit from every source, regardless of thelr financial
standing, end I have little doubt but that Kursmoto will
equip himself some way and be operating the seme as usual this
year.

If we rebulld at Auburn he wents a two storey ice
house 35 ft. x 180 ft., and a packing shed connected therewlith
80 ft. wide x 200 ft. long, all of which will probably cost
between $15,000 and $20,000, which is about the same investment
as we have in the present shed. It may be thet our insurance
will protect vs in this smount so that a new investment will
not be required but I do not have inform tion about the
insurance.

The existing lease, No.56310, which will expire March
30, 1942, contains the following fire cleuse:

"In case the premises hereby leased be i tally
or substantially destroyed by fire or sbstantlially de=
stroyed by other casualty, then the Rallway Company may
at 1ts option either temminate this lease without notice
or rebuild or repair sald premises, in which latter event
the lease eha 11 continue in force and be binding upon sald
lessee from the time of campletion of sald rebuilding or
repe ir until the end of the periad covered hereby. Pro=
vided, however, thet such rebuilding or rep:ir be commenced
within a reasonsble time snd prosecuted to completion with
reasomable diapateh.”

It appears clear that we cannot satisfly Euramoto with the
White River shed and he is going to insist on us uilding the two
storey ice house, I can see no objectlon to rebuilding the pack-
ing shed eliminating the cold storage feature becsuse Kuramoto
or som other packer would continue to use it as long as wgetables
are shipped from Aubufin but the A¢e house 1is a special purpose
use. It lanot a good iInvestment and I do not think our company
should build it unless compelled to do so by competitive condlitions.

A

VEW-L | 'Western Right of Vay Agent,

co My, J., Hes Poore,
ur. R. s- "80!“1‘”‘!0.




S¢e Paul, Minnesote,
Februery 20th, 1940

Mre Je He Poore;

Your inguiry sbout expenditure made this year

under your authorizetion to Mre Willisms of January 16th for

improving the lettuce packing shed at Auburn,
Mre Stotler wires that Mre Kuremoto has spent to date

about $250, This, as I understend it, covered the construction

of the canopy onlys







“ X k\ Ste Paul,; Minnesota,
‘ | February 19th, 1940

BeiGe i sl I . ]
-%ire disco;erad about 3:10 AM dete, totally
destroyed lettuce shed between wye switches at Auburn. Building
was owned by the Northern Pacific and occupied by Westerm Producerse
All cars were removed by switch engine without damagea
The house track was pulled by switch engine at 12:30 AM and
at 1:30 AM city police patrol passed the building and there was mno
indication of fire at that time. When the fire was first discovered
it was in the cenmter of the building and burned upward through the roof,
Superintendent Alsip is making further investigation as to probable

causeas

The building was constructed in 1931, with additions in 1932

and 1937, and our present investment is $27,200. It is, I understend,

covered in part by our blanket insuranee policys
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‘Bts Paul, Yinn., February 19, 1940. A3

lirv H. Es Stevens,
Vice President.

Keferring to the destruction by fire of the Auburn lettuce
warehouse:

This building is included in our insurance schedule at
about $21,000 for building end contents, which would mean that we
ought to be able to colleet that emount, less $10,000, if we can
show that the depreciated value of the building at the time of the
fire was $21,000.

In this connection, can you advise me whether we have
made the additions to this building, amounting to §1,580, authorized
in my letter of January 16, 1940 to lir. Williams, copy to you?
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(A) FROM 2 (B) DATE

(s N 7 e (i T S

~ (©) To

(C) To

REPORT OF ACCIDENT

(D) AT Yy TIME (G) DATE.

(H) DIVISION  aste —_ (J) SUB-DIVISION (K) DIV’'N REPORT NO

(M) TRAIN (Q) COND'R (S) ENGINE (U) ENGINEMAN

(W) NUMBER OF CARS IN TRAIN. (X) NUMBER OF LOADED OR EMPTY CARS DAMAGED.
(SEE NOTE-1)

(AB) NATURE AND BRIEF ACCOUNT OF ACCIDENT:

(AC) TRACK WILL BE CLEARED ABOUT

(AD) ROUGH ESTIMATE OF AMOUNT OF DAMAGE TO EQUIPMENT.

(AF) NAMES, ADDRESSES, OCCUPATION AND NATURE OF INJURIES, OF PERSONS INJURED:
(SEE NOTE-2)

(AG) NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF WITNESSES:

(AK) NAME OF DOCTOR CALLED.

(AM) DISPOSITION OF INJURED PERSONS:

(SG) SIGNATURE

NOTE-1: This report to show only the number of cars involved in accident. Make report on regular message blank referring to this
accident number and give initials and numbers of cars damaged and destroyed, also contents of loaded cars. If shipments are destroyed
or badly damaged give waybill reference.

NOTE-2: In reporting employees injured show probable number of days off duty. If person injured or killed is NOT an employee of the
Northern Pacific Railway, state if trespasser, civilian, coach or pullman passenger; give home address and ticket destination.
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fte Paul, Hinne, Jenuary 16, 1940. A

ire Ve Es Willianms,
Western Eight of Vey igente

keferring to your letter of Jamuery 10, in repgard to the
request of Vr. larry Surpamoto for some relief in comnection with
his rental payments to us under lease lioe 66210 covering the vege-
table pecking house at Auburn:

Docauge of lre. Kuremoto's finencial condition end the
possibility that if we do not give him some relief he may not be

able to operate this year, 7 think we should meke the reduction
you sugpgest; namely, $300, to apply on the rental payments due
from him for the yeer ccmmencing /pril 1, 1940.

Co=ire Le As Dohilore




6ts Faul, ldnne., January 16, 1640,

Feo Vo Fo Williens,
Vostern ight of Vay Apent.

Beferring to your letter of January 10, in regamd to
improvements reguested by ir. Turemoto for the pecking shed at
fuburn covered Ly lesse lioe BGEL0:

I bave digoussed this matter with 'r. Denney and he
epproves the proposed expenditure of (1,660 to cover shed for
refyipgerating mechinery and a oanopy in front of the shed, with
the understanding that r. luremoto's rentel rate will be inoreaged

by @ per ennum on the coste

Tou may errange with the operating of'ficers to hawve this
work undertalon as soon as possible Af 4¢ ie¢ decided that it i
better for us to do the work iu thet way than to have it done by
Ure Nuwramoto and we reimburse him {or the expense to which he is
put-
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WESTERN M ODUCERS EXCHANGE

\ BALANCF SHEET December 1,1939

CURRENZ hLSETS
Ca on Hand and in Bank
Accounts Recelvable
General Account 1,961,356
Growers Account 5,253.51
Lesa Res, 837,14
4,322,17

Other Assets
iMerchandise Inventory 2,728423
Packing Supplies 2,779,46

Cash deposited with Pacifle Telephone & Tel.Cos

FIXED ALE??L
Packlnr ~uipment B8,824,26

Leas Rea.,for Dap, 1 605 89
(% T 79218,37

Caza & Trucks 5 688,01

Less Res,for Dep, 1.10u.30
4,582,71

Fleld Crates 3,610,25
Less Res.for Dep, 1.538,23 2,072,082

Office Eguipment 541,06

Less Res.for Dep. 106481 434426
Other Assets *

Less Rea.for Dep, S5le1d

828,40
DEFERRED CHARGES .

Blue Book 85,00
0ffice Supplies 560,79
Unexpired Ins. 255,08
Unexplired Rent 265,18

LIABILITIES & PRORERIETORSHIP
CURRENT LIABILITIES
Accounts Payavle 5,719.19
Growers Account 1,088,74 64,800,935

Notes & Trade Acceptances 2,423.82
Conditional Sales Contracts 32285,76
1‘. L ]

NEW PROPRIETORSHIP

THIS REPORT LOES NOT INCLUDE PERSONAL PROPFRTIES

1,584,60

5,507.69
90,400

Ca TeOe

1,166,056
0,727, 6T

12,515,561
17.212.10

OF THE PARTNERS
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"M\, J. H. Poore - 2.

N\

him for the cost. This may be impractical but if we have

authority to do the work onthe basis of the engineering de=
pertment' mate, the engineering department will see what

T

doing his own work, with the understanding that we relimburse
|

can be done by either having the work done by our own forces

ana

expense

Sloan,

Burnham,




- ™ 7 = Q20
Seattle, December 15,1939.

Burnham:

Yours November 30th file

C.

1s copy of Distkict Engineer's letter

Lecember 1llth and prints showing what Yr.Kuramoto of the
Western Produce Exchange b mind at

1,320,

COS

to dhiave copy of any recommen

TN masr
you may

Ce Sloan
General Manacer
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Auburn ~ Improvements proposed et the

P 1 Western Produce Exshange werchouse -

lensed to H. 3. Kuramoto

Sesttle, Wash,
Dec. 11, 1639

Myr. A, rq Stotler:

i Referring to your letter of December 2 relstive ta
#dditional work desired by H. 8. Kuremoto at his Audburn lstituce shed.

 ¥r, Kursmote was contectod on Deecembor 6, with the
following results, and s illustrated on the attached sieteh.

1. Crate Shed 50'x 150! ¢ ;

: My, Kuremoto considers thet his present method of
storing erates is unsatisfsctory, He wents a seperate buildiag, to
be located as shown on the sketeh, This strusture will be similer
to Sakahara's crate shed at Sumner except that ginee the proposed
house will be 50 ft. wide & singls line of posts down the ceunter,
spaced 20 ft. apart, will he suffieient, Mr. Buramoto does mot ouzre
go much for his eleotric lighting ss ho does for natursl lighting,
To acoomplish this natural lighting it is necesasry to provide %0
4'x 6 skylighte. S |

Ustireted cost ~ based on comtract work end governed by
Union regulations is :

#55%

This could be redused considerably if tha Rallway Compeny ;
forces would Le permitted to build the house.

2, JFrame S o ! ) ;

" At the aouth end of the msin house Mr. Jursmoto
18 at present handling his refrigersting mechinery in a specisl
refrigerator car, This method is unsatisfactory to him snd he
proposes that & shed 50'x 50' be built, with only a cinder floor,

to house the machinery he would remove from the refrigsrater car.’

The size of the building will permit of further expansion és he
enlerges this particuler branch of his business, ; :

Istimsted Sost L ; Lo i
ﬁia.,eﬁw. slso, might be aut some if done by oompmy forees.




aola |
B A R —m 12/11/39

- 3. Qanopy 95 f£t. long over opem platform east side of warehouse
Some time ego company for¢es placed a canopy over
] portim of this platform There remains 95 ft, yet uncovered.
¥r, Kuremoto wents this portion covered - 8o posta to be permitted.

The existing section of the canopy hnn breces
uttnuna down the wall for a distance enough to be hit by the
loads from the trucks backing auuim the pht.rorn ¥r. kuramoto
wants these braces removed.

‘mmm-mtmmnm y ‘ ‘ $270.

SUMNARY _
1. Orste shed 50'x 150! $#5590.
2. 50'x 50" shed for refrigoerating
. mechinery » 1320,
3. Canopy - cast side mehsuo B SETN

! T L Knruwta says he is 1:1 e e'roat. hurry foy itekd e
2 and 3 - in fect, wents these right eway., He would want the orate SRRt
shed 20 he could use it right after the first of the yeer (hnmry ' g

or Februery)

GIF;B A ' District Engineer
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Mr. J. H. Poore,
Executive Asslstant,
St. Paul,Minnesota.

Referring to your letter of October 31lst lest, the
rental under lease No.55310, at Auburn, is paid in full to March
31, 1940.

I sent you copy of my letter of June 20th last to Judge
Macfarlane and as a result action on the pending sult for the
collection of delinguent freight bills was delayed and the suilt
is still pending but Mr. Eastman of the law department advises
he will soon have conference with Kuramoto, since the suit cannot
be dismissed if 1t 1s possible to make collection and he is in
hopes that he will find Kuramoto in a position to make payment.

In Kuramoto's 1939 shipping business the Great Northern
was given 97 cars and the Northern Pacific 215. There was a
period of about two weeks, commencing June 10th, when Kuramoto
gave all his business, 33 cars, to the Great Northern due to
his hostllity to our line on account of the pending suit. Sub-
sequently, commencing about July 25th, he claims he gave us all
the business he could although during July, August, September and
October he gave the Creat Northern 44 cars and the Northern Pacific
148, Mr. Grubbs states that the loss of &5 or 6 cars to the Great
Northern was due to the inability of the Northern Pacific gt the
time to furnish large passenger refrigerator car equipment.

Kuramoto is quite temperamental and each year that we
have dealt with him some "incident" has developed to disturb re-
lations and each year he has given the Great Northern some
business, usually 25 or 30 cars. This suit for the collection of
frelght bills made the penalty heavier this year than usual and
for a time he refused to pay rental or ship over our line. I
suggested to Mr. Eastman that this is the best time of the year
to get the sult disposed of because there is no pending rental
bill nor any freight to solicit and I am in hopes the suit will
be cleared up before these matters come up again.

VEW-IL E@m’ﬁ{of Way Agent.,







8%, Paul, Minn., October 31, 1039,

/

A.".‘-‘."'n Yv-'- .v 11].1&!’25,
Western Right of Way Agent.

I have not heard anything for a long time agbout
the Kuramoto lease covering vepetable packing shed at
Auburn. Was thie matter satisfactorily straightened out
60 that Kuramoto restored his business to us? Also, what

1s the present status of the rental account?
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Seattle, June 20,1939. / J

(Z

we Re S. Macfarlane, o s

Western Counsel, W R 5 L
Seattle, Washington. : ' e et

We have in effect loase No,55310, temm five years
ending March 31, 1942, in favor of H. S. Kuramoto, covering
vegetable packing shed at Auburne

The snnual rental is $1,050,74 and the lease
specifies for payment in instellmenis of {250 om or before
April 1st of each year, and the remainder, (800,74, on or 0k
before July 16th of each year.

I have called upon Kuramoto several times since
April lst to pay the {280 installment and he ropresentsd thaet he
413 not have funds available and would mot have unt il his shipping
comnenced, about the 20th of May, when he would promptly mal®
payment . I recently celled upon him celling attentlion fo the
delinquency and also to the fact that on ar befope July 15th
there would be snother installment but he states that due to
a bad lettuce market and also t the bad condition of the lettuce
crop for shipping due to rains during the last two weeks, he
still does not have funds but more partieularly thag youwr de-
partment has filed a sult against him In an attempt to collect
some freight charges on previons siipments and thpt this sult
is affecting his credit and if carried through to e conclusion
and judgment secured he thinks other ereditors will close In
on him and that he will not be sble to continue iIn business.

I asked Mr, Kursmoto to furmish me with his
finencial statement, s copy of which I enclose and you will note
from the statement that he shows a net worth of §$10,392.95 but
this sitoation cen rapldly change from day to day. The statement
contains an item "Estimsted Returns on Carp out $8,200.00". This
represents the packing charges on 42 cars of lettuce he has ahipped
this season which are em route to Chicago and other markets under
consigmment and have not been sold. It 1s problemstical about
what returmn will be received on these cars because fhe market is-
uns teady snd the carrying qualitiss of the lettuce are uncertain
due to the weather condi tions under which it had to be harvested




¥Mr. R. S& Mocfarlane - 2.

Q
and shippeds He has already this season shipped about 30
cars under the same method end has lost $3,000 on the 30 cars
shipped, that is, the 30 éars did not bring enough price in the
market to pay the packing costs, resulting In a deficit to
him of $3,000.

The return on shipments is definitely related to
another item- listed in the statement as assets: "Growers
A/C Rece $17,970.97". This represents value of fertilizer he
has furnished his growers and he expects to make collection
by deduction from money paid the growers for their famm
products which he will ship and, of course, if the production
is not profitable to the growers they will have no money with
which to reimburse Kuramotoe.

The "Notes Paysble {7,000.," is a bank loan from the
Peoples' National Bank which is definlitely set aside by the Benk
g8 a warking fund and camnot be used to pay rent or any over-
head charges. The "Trade Acceptances”, smount $9,218,06, is-
connected with his fertilizer asccount In advances to growers,
and the "Notes due on Contracts" is the amount owing for
equipment , largely his refrigeration machine in the house and
three automobile trucks which he has purchased and requires
in connection with his operations,

I only have a general lmowledge of the sult you have
filed and, of course, realize that it l1s an obligation that
should be settled but I do not belleve it will actually result .
in the collection of any money because the outfits who have
given Harry Euramoto credit upon which to promote and conduet -
his shipping industry are sensitive and if the reilway company
which has always ballen & keen interest in promoting this shipp
industry shows a ladk of confidence the other creditors are bound
to crowd in and Kunramoto would have to quit business and nobody
would get amy particular aemount of money becsuse not mxch of any-
thing net would be realized from his assets.

Our company has a substantial investment in this
packing house =nd it was bullt to promote and take care of
the shipping of a group of Japanese growers around Awurn.
Euramoto has been the leader of this group and if he falls his
growers will sustain a loss and it would be difficult to bulld
up the business again so that this shed could be useds I think
if this sult is withdrawn or stayed if it is possible to do so
without prejudiecing our rights and Kuramoto is gilvem a chance




L™
Mre. Re 8. “gefarlene - Se

there Is a falr prospect that he will make enough money
during the remainder of the season, particularly in the

shipment of peas, celery and cauliflower so that he will
be able to meot his rental and other ordinary obligations

snd continme in bus iness,

Western Right of Viay Agent.

. H. Poore
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i Seattle, Washington
December 29,1958.

Mr. Le B. daPonte
General Counsel,
Ste Paul, Minne.

White River facking Company common
assienment (923=445)

Hy

ber 14 lf}.’iu, i 8
itn Ue common law
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am now forwarding to you check of the White

"cmoanv i'ﬂ the q“v‘vownt of $4584,70, representing
a 1like dividend having been
r)L er* crer?i:cr y '

Our cl aim
ase rental

ount

as filed repr’e0 nted amounts due on acc
and deficits in freight charges, as follows:

( 3 rﬂr(\n
March 19.;8

Lease Noes 49094 - f‘ﬂﬂ*“m”,
October 1933 to August

Lease N0.55314 - Kent, Vash,
Account due Septe. 10,1937

Lease No0.44462 - Kent, Washe
ueptem_ﬁer 1937 to April 20 1938
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WESTERN P RODUCERS EXCHANGE

Growers A/c Rec.
Less Res. Bad Dt.

Equipment
Less Depre.

Acgounts Rec. (Mise'l)

"Mobile Ice Co

Cars & Trucks
Less Depr.

Fleld Crts.
Less Depr.

Bank Balance
Nat'l. Bank of Wne
Peoples Nt'l, Bank

Dyes i
Less Depr,

Pkg., Suppliles
Tubs & hsmpers
Labels
Liners
Lids

0ffice Equipment
Less depr.

copy

P O Box §57¥ Auburn, washington

18,908,11

037,14

-

6,329,99
n 042 083

-188.,24
5,641,71
512,70

2 ’381007
959,59

20,50

441,04

268476
18,43

450,00
625,00
600,00

2 90.00
1’ ,EB.UD

531,64
68.94

Estimated Returna on cars out

Deposit Paces Tel & Tel Co.

LIABILITIES

Notes Paymble

Trade Acceptances

Notes due on Contracts
cecounts Payable
ccommodation Advances

Accrued packing 1sbor

75000,00
9;218,06
3‘,541.07
72649,83

17,970.97

1.133.86
188,24

5 ’329 001

-

1,421.48

1,765.00

462,70
8,200.00
* 50,00

ETO0.00  $42,6290,29

27420896
1:700,00

Net worth June 16,1939

L4 ’ .
$14;466,19

10,392,95

Net loss to date 1939 Season « « «% 4,073.2¢4

Net Worth Dec. 3131939
Net Worth June 16,1939
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Seattle, October 15,1938,

Mr. J. H. Poore,
Executive Assistant,
St. Paul,Minnesota.

Referring to my letter to you of May 26th last
pertaining to lease No. 56300, in favor of the White
Rlver Packing Company ( E. K. Saito), I enclose for
your Informstion copy of letter dated October 14th from
Mr. Eastman of our law department giving information
pertelining to the operation of the common law assignment
during the past season,

I have been advised informally that in this
operation there was a2 profit of about §10,000 and it 1is
the plan to pay a small dividend to the creditors and
continue the operation in the ssme manner for the year
1939.




Seattle, Washington,
October 14,1938.

Mr. V. E. Williems,
Western Kight of Way Agent,
Seattle, Wash.

Dear ®ir: RE: White “iver Facking Company,
Common Lew Assignment.

Under dete of June 7,1938, I forwarded to you
copy of creditor's claim filed in the above matter. Such claim
included one for rentals under various lesses, in the total
amount of §2,340.00, referred to in your letter of iMay 4, 1938.

We have just recelved from the assignees notice
of acceptance of our claim, in which notice it 1s stated as
follows:

"Please be advised that your claim ageinst the White
River Facking Company directed to the Common Law
Assignees in the sum of §3,068.02 has been duly and
regulerly accepted by the Boasrd of Trustees on the
11th dey of August,1938.

The Bosrd is pleased to inform you that we have had
a falilrly successful year in operating the White
River Packing ‘ompany and hope to be able to declare
g dividend to gll the creditors the latter part of
this year." ;

Very truly yours,
(sgd) Dean H. Lastman

Asslis tant Western Counsel.
DEE/fk
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Referring to your letter of September 8, in

»

to request of Hogue, Jr., that we walve one

B

rentsl under his lease covering packing shed at Kent:
fTew "_’;ﬂyq aro T 71{4}]@7 Zp.‘l the G”Gﬂ‘!'l ation of

for one month, as recommended by Mr, Williams,
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