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Copy of the diary of James Benton Atkinson, who served as a Scout 
for the Minnesota Brigade in the 1864 campaign against the Siollll:~ 
Original in the possession of James Atkinson, Litchfield, Minnesota. 
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Corrnlf'i th~ ter.:m11 Eind Cot! kno"'"' whr.t :r..f!::rt. I!r.d nl.:1rr:i1111h ti 11 nie,ht. 
T,.-o were k1lle~. t'·.relve 1':ounde4. 

Frid~ Ju~e 3rd. 

CUl' coir:-; .. r•n.r 'l>t!int; on picket (l;ll1~d. !}np pe.:rt v. • ..,f' i; t t<>eke~ at1d two r.<l'!n 
kll led, Fol t:Gen end 1:1..1.Plent • p,.nd thl!' ot hP-r tl!'o rn.n to camp. One nf t hP. 
r-.on had eif:",}:t nrrowc 1 n .h! ll. Tbe ln:11.:.ns cot tvo !".or•:P.r. &n1 e11_uip!!lent, 

· nnd thfli o t hor re turned tn c::'1l'lp \r:ou.'!'ldi!-1 • 

~-'ondny Jun~ 6th. 1 

l :~ft Ft. Rideley n:1d l:lnrcl-:ed t'A'o mil•r. nbove Cl'l~. l.eft tl:cre nnl! 
r::arch~d tw~lve r.iles to n ee.:np m.rnod Le,;en. 

Tue~day June ?th. 

1ett Comp L&cen ot ~ix in the ~orn1ne, and camped tYO miler. nbove cnmp. 
the nnoe of th1• ea'Tlp 11.rna Camp Ileanold.r.. 

~enner.dny June 8th • 

.Left Ca:np :rP.gnold" r~t sir O' clcel: li.nd t:'l ~:rcl:ed to cr.:.np ut \:~cd lt-.i:fl!. 
~o~d nnd ~st~r coo~ . 

fride.~ .rrui.~ lOth. 

Left '\'.:oo" Le1'e et e1x O'elock P--nd t:~.rchi"d to Ce::;p I!ncon. 1-'lf!nt of ":!? tt1r nud wood . 

Left C<l...""T :E~con cn·i mr.rcbed t1tteen rnilee to Camp t-<ePhuS..l. 

• • 
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L~14 oYer at Ca~:p Mc?ba11. 

V.on4q June 13th. . 

Started 6\ r.ix O'clock ft.nd arrived a' Cawtp V.ctr.rree. 

~•F.da,r 3une 14th/ 

' I 
/ 

Y.oo4 and Yater • . 

st~rted a\ •ix ~. K. and •rr1Ted a\ Ca~p Dlblo7. f'ralrte coun\r7. Up 
the Inkpha river, j:l\sr.-4 aa old church. 

~edne~da1 June 15th. 

Arrived at Ca~p !orcen ~nd travel1 oYer a prairie country. ~ood and 
vr.ter ecarse up the Inlq>i• riv~r an*:! : t>houl4 think \hAt trnpp1n& t-ould 
be eocd up t!ie r1Ter. Comped 6.t 'vo ~all lttkea. 

Tl!urday .Tune loth. 

Campe4 at ~P Wftl.lah. ~•...,.9,ountr7 around it ia nice i::rnirie with a 
lot ot lP.kes callfld the Slou% "Woods l.nkec, an~ 1 t 1 • a t;~od trapp1nc 
ground and the lnker empty into the Sioux r1Ter. ~or.~ timber alon~ 
the river, "but not 11uch.; 1'11~ l rures abound in !i!h. 11.illed two l>uf f r.lo 
the first teen. 

J'ri df!.T June 17th. 

?rnke c~inp nt five O'clock. Covere4 ns scout, vent we$t one sil• ~-nd 
~outhwect thre~ more, nnd croa~~d the ~ioux river. tvo l~r~ l nkes in 
e1~ht c~llad Cempe6ca0 ~. camped ~t tb1 l~e country. V~ter eood bu' 
no tiliter • . Some buffr.lo nnd Rntelop•. The ~cciuts 98.7 the tr~pp1nl; 1, 
gi,od in th8 ' ' Cant•" Cll.llp n~ed Cronp Jr.tr.on Church. · 

Sa turdtlT Juntt lSth. 

~roke c~lliF nt f1Te-tr~rt7 A.M. and ~oied to Cnmp Rice, ebou\ !ixteen 
~ileg up th~ ChatAr1• to a pretty l~k• called •Lnk• \fbere the Or•P-n-
le~1 Hatch•. Lakes ~11 along the route but haa ~~ter till ~e co\ t• 
c~mp. Th~ countr7 brok~n. t saw some buff~lo. 

Cun~fiT June 19th. 

l ,i;.1:1 over tod~,y. The country all t"l'ound 1a rollint; an! h1117. ':'v~l•• 
Indir.n ttt-peet vhcre "'" ce.:r.i::e4, theT ue 1uppo1e to be Zlrunk Lake In;.1-
s ~n~, ~othi ng new, tt rn1ned and t hundered very bP.rd la~t r.1gh\. ve 
buried a )"nunr. Ir.a1JJ11, the son ot l'aul the Scout. 

• • 

: 

-~ 

~:onaQ¥ ,rune ::-Oth. 

We lett C&:ip at ~1Y• O'clock in the mornin~, in:~rchad •ir.hte~ alle1 
to C&llp ltoee. 'l'l-"1• CB.l!p State w.11 at the house of Lt. J.Yold on the 
run a\ th• toot of the blutfw at the Talley ot the 3amee ~lveP. All 
coult eee \he t1abor on the JIU!lea BiT•r ~\ ten O'clock. ~et.r eoo4 
bu\ no timber, bu.ff•lo pl•nt7 but no antelope, era~• good alon& tht . rUJl. 

TueedQ7 June ~let. 

~roke car.pat f1Te A.M., hlid ~oze 41tficult7 to cro11 the rU?l "1th 
th• train, IUU"Ch•d t~ent7-t1Ye •ilet to Jaoee Biver, o~ •oncota•lllld 
cupe4, voott on the rlTer 'both up aniS aown, . luge ltike iu e1t')lt up 
rJTel'. ~~-• d~tail~ to tclce •1x •ea Md C£rr7 d.1 Kpntchft11 to Sull.7. Drew lot= for aen. Ca•ped at Ca11p ~rova. 

Stuted at •1eht 0 9cloek n.na •~.rebel! ~uth. -:-,•ent to ~·oxen lliTer 
•if;hteen milec, h34 4ttf1cult7 \o ~1n4 • nter, found it geven a.nd 
one-halt milem do...-n the strea11, fou.n~ an old Indian T.ncntl\pmen' and 
a t •~4 Yhere_one ...aa buried, general 41rectlon ft littlg aouth or 
touth\ff.1\. 1la,J Tery ho\. . TrtivelPd ten ir-:iltl! O"fer nit,ht. f •tii!!:ed. e e~&ll l r.ke. ·· 

Left e~ at d&,Yl1f.'.ht en4 travele~ some fcurteal miles to nnar.e 
111 ver. Di flCOYfirr~d In:ii&.n tio>s Alo~ the rune. l~asr.ed a lclcs, n 
largo one 1'our riilcia froct ~nnke lli vt-r, r.nd pnrn·ed twn other CP~i um 
::1 iei! lrur(>•• Th~ cottntr7 c~nt?rall7 level nnt! no t!ll'lbf!r found. I·r1t11h 
Ind11k.n trail, n&de about twenty mtle1. Snv 1ome v114 mu~-heu1 and entelop•. 

~rok• ca11:p nt three-th1rt7 A.K., msreh9d tour milt!t to wnt~z-. n&1r-
ched till alx-~l!t~an F.M •• dir.mounttd scout1 ~looked tor Indtnna, 
bu\ often exeh~ng!Jll: @if:ll&l•. tonna to be aeouts all cfl.l:lp~d ~or the 
night, trnYel~ t1outh of s. w. 1 the countr7 leTel wt t h •ome nolie an4 
little t;racg, the water bitter• no "'<>od. Hsd an exciting r1d• until 
we came tap w1 t~, the 11ccut1. Tre.Tele4 1ome tourt7-f'i1'1 .r1ile1 · th1 a dfll'. 

~roke ean:p t~t four-th1rt7 A.K., &.nd trail&.! f! !· t:t e..nd north · over a. 
rollias ecunt~~ 'lfith no ~ater. C~..my•d tor breakfn~t after r1d1~c 
come aixte~n m1le~. ~h8 Scoutr. at ~ulli~c rPt\lJ'n1ne vi th U•, t~elye 
1n number, & t.ard looki~ cet. Tr~Yeled tome tourt7 mil~, over 
FT81r1e. C~:r:ped 1n Aieht ot Camp •or Tort P.urk•. The countr7 full nf ~~~11 brn~• ft~ In~i&n•. 

• • 
.. .' 
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Droke caap An~ trRTelea ~o•• tlft7 ~1le1. ~he ln41an1 look1nc eve17 
wn..r tind tltf'ring cur cour2e. •~veral. t1r:e11 bt'i~ 'ba:il7 r;cared, a.Dd 
seTt>rel ti::ea tt1e7 env In4!.P.na. Vntchec! all n1cht. \.ut v.al! not em-
bu~he4. I belieYe the Culde• ere loat ~n1 bndl7 eca.red. All de7 and 
"''::nted to turn back. En..~ coneiderallle e:s:ci te~ent a.U d.n7. .l poor 
l~ set of ~evils. 

i-1onde.J' Jun• 27th. 

fit:lrt.ed at •ieht. A.~'.., M4 tre.Ttle4 eight. mile• tor w.t.er. ?cun4 · 
go:)d linter a:id a qeat 4!eal of trouble. Could ,;et no one to aoT• 
but tltarted. out with •1e;bt oth•:r•, nn4 had rq f'1r~\ gh~t •t. a 1)\.:.ffal.o. 
Shot hl11 too tar llack f!Dd he run up o.t. rq horae &nd he did n~t 11~ 
close ri~tere (the r.()rst), but one ot the lndi•n• killed one. 

Tue~day June 29th. 

~roke camp at t1x-th1rt,' nud stnrt~ ~nck. After 10~~ four boura 
mr..rch, met t ·rent)• lodt;eft of In~illlle. The; CA?..,• out to ::ieet u• 11 trt-
ped tor tieht. 'but found ve vere trier.dly. ~ere Y•rT 1;lad t.o 1hnke 
b4lr.dc, vent to their crunp v.ud the~· JtMe a b1t; te~t!t. '.i'he1· had been 
'l>~a.17 Geared br ot.r trcops u:ld ~'<¥ be:tore.-

l1cdneft~~7 .Yun@> 29th. 

Irok• cemp ~t t~o-thirt~ C'clock. fouui tndi~n trail ~i ~ix O'clr.ck, 
on• 4a7 mnrch behind them. n:-..rched to ware th.,- eamp~d. s.nd had 
breWcfnl!t. tocie ei~ht miles !rel!! ·~:here "e r;;te.rted. ~ravelticl over 
oi~t)· l:\ilc~ r.nd ~rl veQ. o.t camp at eit;ht-thirty. Poor countr7 • roll~­
.1~,; rirt.iril!i c..n5. 11 t1.le \l!;.d;er. 

!hura~c1 June .30th. 

St~ted at five O'clock an4 ln£!.l'Ch•d t~ent1-five !!ilea and rnet Sull7• 
com:;;r..nd at cnir.p nul!!ber •11;hte~n on ti:e outlet. of r,,'ff'..n. Lak•. The 
countr1 near the t=.osurrl, hill7 and not lliOrth much. round "3.ter Hl:rout 
fourteen riil~r. from Ch~ Sulle7. H!!n. report a Caption of !r-cin!!P.r• 
killed b7 the Intlicn& ani th~¥ kill~a the three Indlnns &nd cut off 
their hec.d!l CL'ld etuck them up on r.t:llc~r; the d~ before. 

Laid over toda7 end ycnt to the ~{or.wrr1 river vith r.apt. Clark and 
Eten C!:mpbell. '~ir.ht ateen boe.tn lc15 there vtth EU:.trplien, ontt of 
w!:ich 111 t.o go beck. !'.ent out mr.11 ~~ l>ot~t, f1rPt Chflnce ~1nce we 
left ca!':l_p ~- t .. ,. ood J.f.ke. ~ent letter home. The countr)" ver-r hill7, 
hi~ nobe c n:i big rhv1nes. The riv:·r in goo~ !:t~e of wat.er. 

Laid over at cnm:9 number elchte"!n. The teamB at rtv~r load1n~ tllp-
plj e~, com• to br~~~rn~t vith th• Cav~\n~ ~es~ t~aa7, nll qui-.t ~n 
T•t. A fine ca1. 

Sundt\7 .Tul7 ~rd. 

:Sro 'le@'! ee.-m ~ t el eTen 0 1 cloclc, 1ttad" \VQ end one-h,..lf 1'11!!~ to eninp 
nu:nber ntnetf!er.. Ora1e .:ood, dry, hot but no ;lndie.n.!!. Oa'l!!Jec\ an 
~if.'b hill. ~~t•r ~nd vood. 

Monday Jul7 4th. 

3r•ike carQ n.t el~ht 0 1 clock, mnrched tw•nty all~s to cl\.11 ;i nU!.lber tvent7 
oTer the nr.:e t:round thr.t Ye marched to Join Sullit1ts CC!!!::'!'.nd. 

.Broke cruap at \hre1' O'clock, 111arcile<l \ven\7-two !11lltu1, n,, Indinue. 
Co~ntry ro111ne ~r~1r1e, no t1~~~r or vo~d, vnt~r bitter. ?oor count-
r'T• no but!~lo but plent7 nntelope. C~ll'!"ped Rt twelTe A.M. 

~edne!'11h\7 .Tuly 5th. 
• 

Jrok~ car.:;- at four O'clock, rGt.rChed eif;.!:.t milfts. !~~..,.,.r Cr4!1'lt ·i,1enty 
Idler. Onl7 'lre.t•r o~• on the road•. The «round poor, tender in Ee~ver 
Creek but uot good. large hill• along the crePk. 

~rokt camp lt1\d. ma.rche~ •l~ht milew o•er bill¥ country and v~• stop~ed 
b7 Sul.170 order•· ·.too·d an~l 11:·,, ter. 

Started. et tiYe O'clock and aa.rched tixte~n milfta to the Ml9aourt ri•er 
and C.f'J!lf.ed on the ~ank. Countr7 ft e~cr.ea~1on ot hills. As •oon 01 c~i:­
ped £0\ -..or4 \hat Clark had died thi1 mornin6 on boa'· An\elo~• ver7 
ple"'.!t1 ful tied. ""1 k r..:n1 i!t11~r ~lon?, th"' riv.,,.. 9ei.'" bfl!l.T":o 111.::n•, plent7. 

Laid ov~r todA7 ~or first ~rie&d~ to crofts \he riT~r, \he7 did not all 
£•t oTer. H~d a of 11nl!OD.s and they eroaeed t~e r1Yar to bury 
!rother Clnrk, and he wn• burled a1 a ~~son. Returned at du~k al~o•t 
t•o mlle1 trom h•re. 1lwo vetn1 ot tr~n ore ln the blutt, one four 8.n4 
\he o\her thtrt1 inches wide. Word troa ror\ Derttold and repor\ ~00 
tndt~n• there to \rade. 
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Sunley Jul7 101.h. 

I.aid oTer ncro1c the riTer. ~'"nt . hunti~ but killed nothint. roun! 
eo~l nn~ lotP. of Irnu ore, vr.n beck 1n th~ hills tio•e elx mile~. ..nv 
a de-er but g.o.:; ,., not rilen tiful todaT• 

Er~ke ca~~ and ero~<- ~d th& r~T~r thi• r.ornin~ and c'1m~ed on the vegt 
"idlll. l"tuG vell £md hnve good \intf}r. l'lenty ot wood. ~ev . ;rlll cc.tt.le 
i:.n1 llor•8t k1ll"d erosti ng. the ri YP.r. ':ent b f\ck to hunt thr; d ~&('!rtl!r•. 
l! tfiyed oYer nit;nt nn the eth~r •1de, too lL.te to cros>: tl1• river C:.f;&in. 

Ln1d over t o:!.o.)' hr.d noth1n,; n~v in ca!~p. ilni t')Uiet. I\ hun\ for the 
de,~rters l•ut d id not !ind t l.em. Got l'lC!ltterod connid.eruble, but. eerie 
ho!Jit all r1 gl~ t cr.d rts.yed in CEUl!p for bcla.nce of 4aT• 

~fldne~da7 Jul1 l~th. 

Laid over at 1'ort !~ice toticy, had en exeit~ent in 'tJJ.P. r:1orniT'_g. 'l'be "to,,7B 
\ hat ~ent for hny f11ll 1n w1 th 200 1iuff61.lo tll11 killed 15. C-ne of our 
't:of n kill~ one. I ~elped bring it into ca~ •. 

'l'hur~dn;y .Tuly 14th. 

l.nid over And vt.nt hunting v.it h J.~ajor Corey nnd 11eTP.r~ othere, killed 
one ~uttalo nnd one nntelore 11.J~d hnd a lmrd d&7 .ot it. ferF hot and 
"'l\ ter r.cn:-c~. C rop.~ t'fd the Cf\nn~n river and 't-1ounda~ on~ r:l k , \:nter in 
Ci nr.on eoo•l to drin.it , ! io Indit.Jlll bttt. a. report an.rs ~·ul lyt: !!Couts don.ti 
1n, don't b~li~ve 1t. 

SundaF July 17th. 

LFid el'er nnd 'lo!er: t out four miles to gai:e the hor11e11. 

Lsid ov~r nn.d left oxtra bngr,ae,e an3 r...artona. 

• 

_.,_ 

6\~rted to4&y for the rell~~stone EiT-.r Rud Idr.J-.o, killed. a Pcff&lo ~n4 
bn~ a pl8~trwt ~eye cr..rch . - l~ ~1le&. Founa a ~np~r ~~th De~ ~eloret 
ns~e on b ~tick. :b~ lots ot ~uffalo, ~mpe! on the C~n~onl~ll riv~r, 
caw one Iudiz:.n. Cur ~riekde nll tn ·order. 

:Brok~ cnop f.t !ive O'clock and m:u-ched v~ry r.lo\1. ':he country hill; f•nd 
tull of d~ep r::.vines. l•urche<!. by- the wa.ter, dr¥ and ht>\. 

Drck'e ca:np r"t tour O'cl:ock. ~~arched. niu~~een miloa through a retugh 
country. ~111~& tAn ni: nt ccmp/ Good v~ter t!nd w., c~. ro I 11~1nn• to-
d.AT but t i;e ~coute naj• t hey "ill tind. t he::i soon. · 

Droke ce.n:;:i st. t:br•E' o• clock an!! rr.ereh.-d tvrnt¥ r.:11 ec. I·!! ter goo!. 
Camped on the Ctin~; onbrill. ::";>:pected to R3~t ·Indiana ~11 d <~Y but Gav 
nothin&. CroE ~~d tte Cnnnonball river &nd et:.t:Jp~.4. ~1 ~p~ tch rroro Tort 
Rief'! cr1~a tbe In.d.ians hnve r> .. tta.el:ec! thP. etai:::i'boi;;to An~ dr ~ve thf?tl 'back. 

r;._">tur:lny Ju17 2Zrd. 

»rok• CllJr.p zt t hree O'clock end tr~vele~ over hilly countJ7, plent~ ot 
w:.;.ter. Crorsed the Can. .. "lonball r1T!'r ecu1n. Day ver~· l-•ot and sxp•cted. 
to r:.""t t :ie. lr.rl 1 r.ne but. no t:icht o! t n e11. $(!ou.tti ric.7 \fe will !:i ni! t !:em 
in t cree dny~. 

l~ft c~~P ut £Unriee, directl7 south ~es~ and ch..<ul.B~d to north and to 
south vect b"'fortt nit:ht. Traveled t ;.:ent7-one wiilea to :iior\ !\inen. The 
countrT rooth. no timber or v~ ter. Cnmped on the Hart ntvP.r ~nd vill 
ltGY• our ~eone. Snv no lndinne, kept no ~eout• out ~hend of the d1Y-
1z1on. 

l.aid oTer in e~mp and sot ready tor a ftf(.ht with tbe Ind1~nr. 1 took r.even 
dr::yc r&.t1onr. on pr;ck mulee. two ot vhich Y&.1:1 coo)::ed. The boye ell in 
eood 1plr1 tF. and l"e!ldT !or a tight. Left Oue Jor7 1:ick in canip. Hnd 79 
roun<te of cnrtr1dcos ll.ll:l Lope to use thflll Y.ell it l li•e. ]-Zo Indiana but 
'¥'111 see tt.l!tcr. coon. Good luck to all. 
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Lf!ft ceriip at one 0 1cloclc and in a halt hour nfter, the l~•~r•,. ska ecouta 
er.~• in and reported In~lan1. !here were aome tvent7-f1Te or thirt7. 
So~e fifteen men 1ta7e4 and the reet returned to th• column. !rohente 
!:ntt~llon ~• ord~red torvard 'but th• Ind:l.An1 bad left.. !'htT were teared 
havin,: lost a ap7£la11 tmd sa'b•r and a lot of other thinte. The scout• 
behaved bndl7. went to Droek~nt1 Dnttal1on gnd camped.. 

Wedne•de7 Jul7 ~7\h. 

~roke cru:ip at three O'clock and •areh•4 th1rty-t1T• 1nile1. D&7 hot a1 
thunder. taw no Indiana. Think we ~ h!l.ve run b7 thea, would not be 
!urprlsed if the7 cttacke4 ou.r !Uppl1e1 and trnln left 'behind. Campe4 
on the tnife river, no Inainn1. 

:Vrt\ke callp e.t three O'clock and Wl..nrched until nin• A.M. ~bout eleyen. 
O'clock dlscov~r~d a lerge eneumpment or Indinnt on a knoll about four 
z:ille11 from the•. Tt.e com!!'.~nd c•m• up in or~er ot »roekente, I as with 
the scouts. Ind1~• opene4 tire at; hnlt Pft•t twelve O'clock an~ tirei 
firat. shot. The tiring continued tor eom• two houri. 1.nocked down one 
hor11e and one Indir.n wt die! not 1..'111 hi.. Reit1red fro• eJ\8Bte:nent. 

Droke camp at dn1li£ht and mnrehed etx ~il•• to bluff•, found thet1 im-
pair.able to travel nnd returned t.o \nttle ground a.nd had a ac1rQ1ab with 
the Indian! and destro7ed their pro:pert7, liurnt buffalo robet1. t e:n t1 and 
detttro~ ·ed e.11 th&t cttme in the ya7. ii'r.a eich toda7. Moyf'd to\ll" niiles. 

I.I 

Snturd2.1' Jul7 ~..Oth. ... ·-
~roke camp at three 0 1cloek. A part7 ~'nt back ~ni brought the bo71 th~t 
wore tho \ ~nd buried the•. · ~~rched about tventy Mil~g, eamped~he.d no 
trouble vitb the Indiana but the7 kept up a howling &ro'2nd all night. Cne 
of the lO\tt! Gth ~nn ehot by their own pickets. The Indinne are aroun4 
~ut kept out ot the tro.7. 100 eeen Juet b~fore n1eht. 

Sundtl)" Jul7 3lat. 

l!rok• cal!lp nt tour 0 1clock and marched ei f.'.h t miles vhere ve hs.4 cor-
ral.ed t be te:;.v.s; on t he Heart river. Sn"' f\ l r. rr.e 'bunch or Ind1nn1. 
Bnined hsrd in the evening. The ten~s were glvlng out also th• horaea. 
X11.te almo~t t;uve out, a.loo the mP.n btlC! a ha.rd till!e all around. 

-·-

V.on4&T Auguwl lit. 

La14 in co11p an4 r11te4 a.net IDOTed ol4 ca111p oTer to the waeon8 and tea!:ll 
an4 theo Y•nt ~ut on the bill ftnd cau~ht a nice two year old pon•7 • a 
stud. Re rides Y~ll and fn1t hod 11 a be~ut7. Can haYt $176.00 for· 
hi• llut von' t atll •• I ,. ... afraid m¥ mare vill g1T• out.. Had an Indirui 
Illar• antl all he.ndt cnlled up und11r am11, 'but flllse. · 

'l'u11da7 ~U&U•• 2n4. 

La14 oYer t~de¥ ln caap on lleart. rlT•r. /.re ptt1~ rer14T to 1tut to-
'aOrrow tor lellovstone. Sftv '"° lnd1ane vhile graztn& horee1 Y1eving 
OTer c~. 1:0 &ttact. • 

W~r.e~d&T August 2,rd. 

Droke camp at fJve O'clock and ft~rch"4 twenty ~ilec. The eutae1 caucht 
five ponl•a. r~v tvo Indiana •• we vere co~ing tnto CA2P• One of the 
j:lonS.es vat: • • s. horr:&. Not DIUCh Y11.t"r• Co.rnped on J!e!,rt river. ~t"'r 
goo! and aomo ~oo~ • . Goin~ to rain gn4 did rnin some~ 'l'h• Hnlf-bre~ 1 ~ot -~••n ronie~ tod~. 

'l'hure4a7 Aucutt -4th. 

:rok• ca.mp at four O'clock and hed coneidernble fun vtth the F.alt-br~eda. 
1 on1ea ther e&ught yeet~rda~ &ur~ fast. e~me tlao.oo ehnn&ed bands~ 'l'ra-
•~led rom~ tv~nt7 gile£ and caoped on H~~rt r1T~~. vood and vater. 1"bt 
countr.r rolling and not. l!IUCh Gl"O.t:l~. Guf!'sr. thie 11 not •ood it 1e dr,,.. 
1 n& up. · ... ' " 

Yridft7 AuguBt 5th. 

~roke camp nt five A.M. bnd traveled t111 ~1Ye P.M., e\L.klnc tYentT-f1vt 
n1les and otruek one 0£ the most hilly countries eY~r ~•~n.. I\ s, all 
knob~ and p~n!!• no vn\ftr b~t vhat 1a 1tenl'ilng in poola troa rain. no 
vood c.n4 th~ ~~TSle ovn ~unt17. Grn~~ poor. 

~nturd07 Aut.-uet ~th. 

:Brnke camp nt five A.~ •• t.nd traT!le~ to th8 littl .. Mls~ourt. t hrough 
the bluf!Sect country ••~r trr-Teled. llad ~o make road all dfiT and will 
be all we enn do to get the train up t he v~tftr 1n the r1Y~r. Juet runt 
nnd Mr.d \lotto:: t1.nd \nlter cler..n and t;t:iod. Some tiinber on the bottoma. 
Cotton~ood trnd ~~h. It 11 the mo~t Pnren countr7 eTer e•~n. The hills 
ue clq a11d 1r"&rih "'1th WVt:ry rnin. The tJeener7 Ter7. tine. 
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Hunted rond thro~ th" blntra Md hr.·d a tcrim,..~8 vith the tndlM•, the r•nr guard and Idaho being •nC.:\~ed and ft\ ev&n1Pe the tndl~n• •~de a dn1h a\ the pi~k~t• a.~d drive part of' them in. The can~on open~d fir• on tae2 and drove th4'm bnck clirectl.r. RJ:\d continu•d illP-!'111" all ni,.;ht Md l;,ld - ' on our armft. 

Monday J.ugu.11\ Sth. 

!roke «:!1mp about five O'clock and ndYanced about two ~ilea whe~ th~ Ind,~na attacked our front. 'l'h• scouts broke and run. A bl~ck foot Indian guide 
w~• a~ot thro~ r.nd b(~T ~ounded. Shot the first 9hot at an Indian \o-
de.T. Xillftd two or threa pon1ew. M...-er "8• so tired in rry lite, had a 
hArd daye !i~ht 1 tlut eecond :Brigade don~ al!!:-ott all the :f'igh\ing. 

Tu~f!da1 A\lf;Uftt 9th. 

Th~ Indians all re~d7 for a ti~ht thit morning and t1rinc . eom~nn~.ed. before 
we brokft camp 11.nd con tinueci for toJta ti~e. l'h• Indians «&Ye wt• .. ::r "11d. le!t us. Ve found a l~rg~ e~cru:ipmeut \he Indian• had l~f\ the dBy b•tore. 'l'h~ 
re&r vaa ettnck r.:n.rl Co~ 0 b.D.d so"e '\tme. •i.i.oo\1ng one Ralt-breM \ha\ h."\d 
\ri cktt<l t hem. 

lledn~sdq Aue;u~\ 10th. 

BA.i ~n alHr:n lAi't ntght llnd all ht\nd• und"r ~rina, ·no oniii hurt but a 
Seutenel "hot him-nelf. RN! a h:1rd dn1a ~rrch, part nv~r rolling pr~irte 
and balance ov~r th~ DeTil& hill• ~n~ cul l i~s. Camped on Brin~ Creek. 
:::av a rev tndinns in \he morning, euv a1en• of :::lk and uissl,- beu plent7 • 
~eel bully, Frairl9 ch1ckan for brP.~ld'aftt. 

Thur~dny Augu.~\ 11th. 

Brokft carip a\ five O'cl~ck. Hnd no t•~d t~r atock for tour 4a1• nnd the7 are giT1n~ out. S~v ft• a.qJ1¥ ft• 11x oxen and \vo r.oreee in on~ plec~ giye ou\. Work tor re~r gu.crd, eight e~ot. Ot all God forsaken countrleo th11 
1• the worst. No gr~~• at all nad ev~r¥\hine burnt up. If ve hnYe tvo 
d.n7a more of such -travel ve v111 all hnve to 1f.O on foot. frairie ch1ck~n tor bre,\ltfuat. Two oxen and t"'o horsl!a pye out. 

1ridn,y Auguat 12th. 

:Broke cAm;p about eleT'!n O'clock nnd coan·and hun\in~ \he 1tftll11 boat n.nd 
firing cannon to find hflr, suc<-1tedei About tour O'eloek ntter a borrld 
merch o! tv~lve mil~s over hills, gul l ies and ea~ped on the bottom, 
Little or no il:t"n•• but the \1mb8r full ot Elk ftnd deer, 'h• bo71 killed 
1eTeral. ·rhe t.eoms end horset1 almottt. gave out. 'rbi~!l look blue. (Men and officers Lot). 

.· 
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Laid OY•r toda,- to rea\ -..nd cross r1ve-r. :·ni1te8 <'<'lll•!:ond eron~•d todc.J', 
dro~ed a lot ot r.:ol.fft $~d tvo ~en. At eleyen O'clock eot th~ order \o 
IUU'ch• tot up end atnr\ff puttinf: bagea~ on \he titf!ti!I boats and croat:ed 1 t b7 s:iorn1nr,. '!'he r~ Vf!r l ~ f'ull of f'l fth, Cn. tfl l'lh1 Md l!1t..ll~)~e11 l'ike and 
othn. 

SundaT .AU{;Uf3t . 14th. 

Crosa~4 \he Yello~sione r1vor ~t da~licht. !.nc~npea on \he ~nnk. Y.at• 
~- pulled a• over, took h~~ up and will "iY• h~r nnother \f7. Drovn~d t•n 

or tvelv• aules in cron31n&. T-o ot thm1 ~hot. ~•n drowned 1n croastnc 
~o their vnr;on1. ~5gone a~d atuff along \he rlTer for eome =11••• graa• •eTT scn.r~•. 01~1 \o l•nv•. 

Mondt\)' Auge.at l~th. 

La!4 over, 'Went r..unt1ng -with the Col. anc! t-'.aJor Tio••· Xillea nothing. · Little or no grass nnd \hingl!t look blnck tor our ieamtt. R!td. plent; of 
rlk 111e&t in ca.rr.p, tbs Captaln beYing killed one 111et nig!",t and the ~•Jo·r 
~o~•. Xllled four. '.rhirt1-t1ve mil~s to Ca~~ Union. 

!.rok• es.mp and moTe4 mome 12 or 15 nil•• and a\opp~a. GraJs poor, etc-p-ped on ~ccount ot the ct~t..r. bo~t i~1-cr. ctuck. Zeat t~~~ b&ck to lichten 
her. Hunted and c&ught lote of Klk nnd deer. Little or no _gr&As. 

l:e(!ne&dq Augu!lt 17\h. 

Mnrche4 five or eS~ht miles end C£r.pe>d. Gr~~a pretty eood rnd ~pl~n!ia 
w~t£r. Lc:.id ever tor the trn1nc to co~e up ~hteh the7 ~1! 1 h.-~vin~ 11/;ht-
ened llp the bor.t!. Laid o,.er the balnnce of the "~r. !.othinr; new. 

Thur~dn7 Augu~t 18th. 

13roke ca.:p nnd cro!'111ed the rivf"r to :Ft:1rt tJJ_\i~a. Our' :Br1~de ha4 no •x-
ci ter.ent, crogr.ed alright. Fort Union ie • &ood vood 1tockode vith two tton• t and • w~ll ~et-wateh, ~ix ~11~~ abo•• th~ J!U>Uth of the Yellov-
~tone rlT6r. Vne •ery sick after cron~ing the rJY~r. The 5lo\l% lndinn• 
hD.d kill-4 eix of the crows a fe.,_. 4a71 before. 
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The cuu·,ar.~ lr·1~ over and wtnt t\o'\'11 11x W?.11~• to lnant ce11p. !oun~ r.oo4 t;rr. tt an5 th1t to7c report t.1.k pl~r.\7. St.eyed all night ~1th tbt! eOl!J>i!.D1 rutd I hed s~ l.oree ~ell filled vlth iTa•s ~hich is • rer1t1. Killed eo~• ch1cke~e. 1'.o Ii:di~nc to4a,r. tl::.t bc1• r.au1:ht • ntce pon7. 

L6ld over an~ lo~ed wpplle~. rnrt of the eomtr~d vent s1:J 1!1 le1 'belaw to ~ra~~ l~r£et. Cot lotr.·ot •1tn £1ek. S~tn the po•t, not~ b~d 1r.et1t-ut1on, belon~e~ to the ~~erlean Tur Co., r.nd built roce thlrt7~tvo 7eQJ'M ~go, (1ei2). No I~1£n1. 

· Sunda7 .Auguat 21st. 
Brol:• camp and at t'iTe 01elock ct!l.rted home. I t.o;;e ...,e will ~T~ Good Luck to ~tt th~re. Ca~ei at aix •11~•, gratt gocd. P,o~~ thirt7 or tolil"tj c ~r.erted cut of the t'll"O 'Br1gnde~ and t<tok on• . or two hor•ee et'leh. Lotr ot the ~l~r d~1v£rs l~ft fer Id~bo. 

io~ondnr J.~~t 22nd. 
.Broke c!'i.mp a.nd flnnllT gtl'!irt•d ho:-:e. '1'rr.Teled · seTeuteen ~· :i1leP., 61"&•• pr~tty c,o~d, r;coutt ldll•d a buffalo, he~ .. plent7 ot m&i!.t. Gras• cood in the µ1esour1 bottoms. l"'asted two Ind1nns burned on torkg stuck in ground c.n:i t!':.e pcles }::lint.l!d. R!i.d cic~ ~o.•u l\l\d 'W.!l.tttr, C:l.r.r;>i.d on H11n .. our1 bottoos. 

:?!ro~e c~i::; nnd tro.veled. four miler 9 to l.i1g ?~ud:i7. ena l aid over th6 r~st or the 4~y to fee1 ~tock. the river. 

/ 
·" ' 

Tind ~raae fir•t r~te• 
?~o ~~. romo ti th 1 ll 

St nrte4 at four O'clock and trnY~l~d tventy-11Te mlleg or aore. Hn.4 gec-.t t i !!le tl th i-~flllo being more thnn a do sen killed. l wounded cne and he vn' ~l10t a1 1oon n.a he t:et\ up the hill. Mnjor Ro!!• killed tvo an~ th~ Col. on~ "'1\h their pistol. Th• ~07e hnd a grent ~ime cooking ~u!falo ~~at and 1t wae oooked in all kind ot tha~. 
Thur~4ft7 Augunt 25th. 

llrol:e car.tp fi t :t'ive O'clock o.nd r:inde aolll& tventy-two mile• over rolltnc countrT nnd elonB t he Hi ! f:ou.r1 r1 Yer. O.raac r.oo4 nnd c:tmped on deer. B1~ ~r neur t he ~outh. The gcoutg picked ~nme ch~rr1es nni the7 11ade •o::ie n ice 11!'!1.:lCe. 

Start•4 ~•tore aunrle•• llaJ'Ch•4 tw1nt7-tvo mile•, ca•pe5 on the ~i•~­o\U"i r1Yer. 111114 a Spoon tl•h •Ont •ix t••' lou~ and llOUnde! anoth~r. Craw• tir1\ rate. fioth1nc n•v. SAv on• Ind1An, pasr.@d a le.rce tratl ~here thR Indlftll• •• fo\J.iOht had crosre4. Suppo•• to ~. aaldn,; tor drr-ile Lclce. 

llrok• CGJ> et1rl7, l!af'ch414 till tvo Jt.M., And camped. llad £1J"st rate graaa an~ ~o4 va\eJ". The countr7 more leYel. ltl1•4 a Spoon tl1h •om• 5 1/2 or 6 te•t long an.4 ~·· h1• to the scouts an4 the7 ate bl•, tr1s4 some. wounded another l&rce. r.o exciteaen,. !he count17 looka bett•r, J10rt «?"••• and wn\•r. 

Brok.I camp at tour 0 1clock, marche4 •o•• thlrt7 •11•• and camped on a cre@k tix mil•• aboT• 7ort ~etholt. The coU?1tr7 rol11~, erase good, not 111u.eh lr.!ter. J. nWllber of lndlan1 caiw inta C&llJ> t'ro• the Tort, the7 ei.re good looki~ Indians, JaU.Ch !A.1rer tha'ft &Jl7 t ha•• eeen. Goa• of · th .. MT• 11cht h&lr and Teq fair ~a • 

Kon.t\a7 >.u&Ust 29tlt. 
Lala o•e~ toda1 and vent 'o the 7or\ (Berthold) and the In41an: Villnt:~. The7 are the Red Mandan Inc11a.n and ~le l\ll11e•. _ The7 hnYf.l lnrc- lod~s. aom• tvent7-t1•e to f1fte7 can live ln a lodge • . Tbe7 haTe ~om~ 7,000 •ere1 of corn plhnted e.n4 are the cleanest and ne~te•t I ha•• •Y~r seen. Their lodg•• ..rt clean 1n•i4e an4 appear to be Industr1oua. 

Broke ca.~p , m~rcb~d four mile• b~lov the 1ort ~nd ca:r.!ped. Vent to the 7ort to trnde but co~ld 1 nt. Lota of tradin& anoneat the ~OY9 1 traded tor s.11J'th1nc tl-.at was lndt.en. The Indians t.hick in camp. The boya tra4ed our hor•e• tor ponte1 but t ~ .• Indiana generall7 got the "be1\ tra~• • ~ater and vood eood. 

Yednerday Auguet 3le,. 
Eroke ca!D"P gnd ~arched to the ~r, bend ot the ~1soouri, thirty •ome mile1 

• troll Tart :Betbold, a. lu1rd 41171 mn.rch tin!! ca?11pe4 on \hfl r1.Tt1r, gras• good. Suppo•~ we ftre on & In~!nn raid, vent up to the tort 'b7 111pp1n~ the ~rd. The Ind1t>.nB and trad.flra vetre on a bit; drunk, lett George McLttnd there drunk ..,i thou\ a horte. 
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'l'hur114a7 SP.pte•'ber .1, le&& 

~rok• e..,,p at three 0 1eloelc and 1tF....rt.a in the c11recl1on ot DeTll• ·l&ke, 
marche4 tvtnt7-thr•• 111llett anc1 run into thou1:•n.d• of !uf'talo, the7 run 1 nto 
co.op and 1ome tvent7 killed there. l killed tour on the r\111 v1th 'lllT poDJ'. 
tever •nv 10 mant ~uttalo lu rr life, Xllled on~ cal~, 1kinnP.4 hi• and 
brour,;ht the hind q~arter1 into CAlllp. · · 

Iiroke ca:o:.p at c!qlicht and l'lfJ.l"ehed tor \ha \>1,; !utte (Dog Den). Camped. 1n 
etft}lt. :Eut't'al.o uound ua all d•Tt 'hick but not elloved to 1hoot, be-
cnu1e Y~ 1U1pect that ve ere ln tht Ticlnlt7 ot the Indinn.a, aud •xp•c\ 
a tight. Sc=e ot the ~utfl\l.o ran into th• train ~nd brokt th•ir l•ge-
neck1. 

Snturda," Septe~ber 3r4. 

Droke CIU<.!p and ~arch~d •o~~ tYent7-1lx zailP-a, !utfalo thick and k111~4 
~eYeral, had con9Jderabl• fun. The countr7 prett7 ~1'14. cra11 ac>od an4 
1.;ood lfflter, no t1lllb•r. lluffal.o run into camp AM some titt7 vere killed. 
In all tbe7 lrf're eatioated to be room• thirt.7 to fift7 thoufttind 1n t1r-.ht 
e.t O!le t1:ne, neYer sav so D&n7• I ktlle! tour an! one calf. 

Latd over today e.nd the 'boya went out ll.ncl killed a nUJl'ber of :Buffalo. 
I-len\y ~-rouna all dq• htld a good shoot. !he lak•• vere tAltieh and one 
oo tl.:.at t he horee• voul4 not 4rink and aal.t le.ke1 all ll?'ound and the 
"rt.ter blsc>d.Ah. 

Hond~7 September 5th. 

!iroke CA::?J> an4 •tnrted. for .fort Rice. J.!nrch11td lio11e twenty mile1 and 
eru::ped on l'n.Snt. Root Creftk. P.ad two runa Yi th th• :Euf!alo, killed two 
bulls and tw wounded. I went Mme ftiJ' t:1ile11 1'rom camp and never tu1v · 
~uch a 11lr.ht, guppose I gay co::ie 50 to 100 thouMnd &t one t111ie, t.U.k 
~t ~tr...rving the lna1nn~, it in dome! noneence. 

'1'u.es4a1 September 5th. 

Droke c~ and •t3rte4, it eo~mo.nd ra1n1n& continued all a07. very lv.rd. 
pnrt of the tim~. 'I'bft day be1ne thick an~ toge:r, the buff~o vould £et 
ccared ll.!ld e.~eral drovee run into, The colU111D. and quite a nW!lber ""re 
killed, it wac a crent si~\ to hear th11t e.uns crnek. On• cal.t caught by 
runni?lb into lllUle tr~tn. Rnd l:50stl.y rat1ona. 

Wsdn•l4&T ~•pteJr.ber ?th. 

~roke C£,, &nd merched to Aplt BivP.r. •1xt~ftu miles. rour\7 to t1tt7 heo4 
ot horses ana mul•1 vere left 1•1t~r4S¥ &n~ killed b7 th• rnln, ~or1e1 Y.ere 
•enact the Picket poles. ~he countr7 roll1nca.nd a big tlnt ~here Sibl~T 
chnPed th• I::id1r,nP. ncross tbe M11f;our1 river. CN:J_;,et! in eleht ot Fort Rice, 
v~t~r and vood ~ood, Port tic• •oat ele-ren ll\lle1 ott. 

7hur~dllT September 8th. 

~rok~ C&l':!p this morn1n1t on rcce1pe o.t the n~w• th&.\ 1'111c and :partr were l 
ro=~ 200 m11P-e up 1u the ~n11nn~~ •nd ca~pe! oppou1te 7o:rt Bice • . Cot our 
c~11. t got •1ght letter• and papera and. found all the bo)'• that ve lett 
htre ~ell, but retcu~d n~w1 brQught 1n b7 th• hslt-breede th&\ the whole 
'bn.r..d ot I~i1:.n1 !'.Caped. 

Trid.e.T Sept~cb•r 9th. 

!1~ht~en ot our C01'J:any detailed to go to t he relcit ot Yi•k't part7 nn! 
sterted OY~r the river tod~7. 

!uturda7 trptenber 10th. 

Laid oYer toa&)', the bo7a w~nt to 71flk'• rele1f, l w•nt t.o rort Rice. 

Sunday Sept.e11'ber 11th. 

~id over, •o~e ZOOO !ndl~ns cn~pe~ three mile1 nbove and on~ ot the 
l?CCUtn k1llt1~. 

t~ondo7 Septe-r.i'ber 12th. 
Laid over, 

'l'ueedOT Sept~mber lZth. 

Laid over ~nd ~ot our J'.IGi• !:>:pect to 8t6rt in the v.orniug. 

~e~needey Septe~'ber 14th. 

Laid OY~r. dSd not march At the 8th retr!m~nt did not cet their PfS.T· 
l:.xpect to 1tr.rt in the mnrninc, wrote to lnte. 

Tr.urcdny Scpteober 15th. 

llrol:e cn.~p r~na Gt:.!l'ted tor lcrt \'nd"1orth nt T\:·f!llYe nt1on. 
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Uothinc to report. 

6atur1ay Sept~~ber 17th • . 

Sund•¥ ~eptember lath. 

!roke ca-;;p Md r.inrched to Lo~ Lalt:~. Xllled one lluttnlo • lm\l!r bad. 

Honda,- Eep\e11ber 1'3th. 

Iroke Ca."lp and. w11nt hu.'ttint; w1 th :Eii. '?ho:nae .aM ~el.3ure?1. !llled nothing. 
(too Bc..d.). · 

Tveeda)' September P.Oth. 

!roke ca~p and •arched •v•nt7-f1Te mll••• wn,~r ba4, ~asa •hort, killed 
on-. buff3lo ~d ~~~h;.r &-ot hurt by a bn:tt.Uo. 

Drok• e~~~ b9tore dayli~ht ~d n:arehei to JAiilet r1T~r. llentr of 110od and 
wat~r c.nd. «rnz fl all eoed.. Duck• end plciona la•nty e.loni lb• river. ~o 
B~fe.lo \oWi.r. took• like rain. 

'?hursday Septen~er 22nd. 

Droke cn..'Tlp at ti~e 01clock and :anrched dovn the Ja~~s riY~r. All dAy, 
hunt·~ t he C3terr&ue. Ca::iped on th9 r1T~r on th• »luff, nothin~ atran~e. 
Yer7 wtndf' and 1ign.1 of rain. Grass n.n.-1 Y-.!ttr «0od/ nent7 ot vood t>n 
\he riv~r. Country look• iood, 1011 rich. Traveled thirtT-ane •11~1. 

Br~k9 ca.Tip And at~rted to lin4 Cnteraue. ~here v~ ~r~ived a\ aun dovu, 
no tort 1n e1~ht. 'l'}ie countr¥ -e travel1!d over, eood ~a~e. no vater 
a~d ~~od, ca:np~d in A Coule. vood nnd WA.ter sple~did. The countr¥ 
looked more llJ:e ~inn~!cta. (Killed a l!u!'t'nlo). 

Satordft¥ Sep\ember a4th. 

Ln1d over at \h~ h9!t\d o! t~e Catanson, and 1en\ ou\ scouta to \he Fort. 
The 1cou\ came in 'ha\ va1 loe• at\er beinc ou' \wo and en ... halt cl&T•• 

Mon4a7 September 2''11. 

1or\ tound a.ad •41'ched in toda7 and ca11ped on• •11• ~~o• lt, 
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