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Montloello, Minnesota

July 25th, lf33.

I'll' '.'» .-
'

I

')

To the Judges in the contest for facts concerning the Sioux Indian

outbreak of 1862- I, being a son of Mr. James B. Blanchard of Montioallo, Minnesota

who cane to Minneapolis in the spring of 1855 from Oldtown Falls on the Penobscot

River 12 miles below Bangor, Maine where he worked on the Falls Dam under Bill

Washburn, Manager, and his side partner and chum was later Capt. Dan Day and he

boafcded with lien Harmon, whose wife was father's cousin, Mr. Harmon having taken

a homestead on Hennepin Avenue in the fall of that year. Father came to Montioello

with woodsmen and J^enderson and built a 60 horse power saw mill above Rigs Bros.,

Ferry, Then the following spring he sent for our family. We came to Montioello,

that was to be our home. That mill was destroyed by fire then he rented the upper

ill from L. M. Brown and Freeman and operated that until 1868 or nine .He built

our nice home on River Street in 58, the same now being owned by C. A. French,

Editor of the Montioello Times.

Governor Ramsey appointed father Territorial Sheriff in 1800 and

County Commissioner, the county seat then being here and father built the jail.

The first murder was when Jackson killed Wallace, his neighbor, between Rockford

and Buffalo. His trial was held in the hall of the then new acadeny, tried but

not convicted. His wife then lived on the farm but his attorney advised him not

to go home fof fear of mob violence so he went to St. Paul for a time but finally

went home under cover of darkness. Excitement ran high. The settlers soon formed

a mob and took him away from County Sheriff Bertram and hmng him in the presence of

his wife. Sotib time later there was a gathering at Minnehaha Falls and ^s. Jackson

and her brothers recognised Amer Moose as having been one of the leaders of the mob

and had him arrested and brought to ^nticello for trial and turned him over to father

as Territorial Sheriff. There was no jail so father kept him at our house on River

Street opposite the old Buffalo road and one night when it was nearly dark a mbb of

60 or «,r. ^n with f.o.. all bUok.d oa« ^.rehing up to ovr hou.o and d««.„d,d
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Sioux Indian outbroak oontost -2- Dick Blanohard«Montioello«Mixis«i Sioux ^ndiancloutlnreak contest- -3- Dick Blanohard, Montioollo, Ittnn.

the release of the prisoner whereupon after father's refusal a number of them Juii5)ed

against the door, broke the look, overpowered father and took moore away and that

went down in history as the Ifright County war. I forgot to state that two sqiaads

of militia was sent up, one to Rockford and one here to try to oapture some of the

parties but they kept in hiding so nothing was ever done fxirther and so now as I

was raised right her4 I am thoroughly posted as to most of thehappenings of the

Sioux Indian uprising about here and I therefore take grei|t pleasure in relating

to you a story of the exaot facts as they ooeurred and I don't thixik there is

a person in this part of the country that can dispute any statement that I am about

to make*

The Civil war began in 61. I was then 10 years of age. Vty oldest

boother was 14 but a large robust boy. He went to Fort Snelling and enlisted in

Company B of the 6th Minnesota Infantry and later on his company with another was

tent to Fort Ridgly to battle the Indians and he was in the Wood Lake and BTxrch

Conley fights. The winter before the outbreak there was two or three hundred Sioux

oame across the country and camped a week at Silver Creek iA the tiaber in froxkt of

the old Dunkley hotel on the old river stage road and father took a yoke of steers

and an old sled and he and Roger went up there and traded the steers for a fine

daple gray horse. There were lots of deer in the timber so the Indians would form

a great circle of perhaps two miles and then close in and finally get a lot of them

in the circle and then shoot them all. Then they moved up west of Bertrum Lake for

a week and father took steers up there and traded for a fine mule. After that

abkut the middle of August they broke out and the Great Massacre began between Forest

City and the Minnesota River so the farmers around Forest City began i»king a fort

and they didn't get it botlt any too quick.

Henry Brasie of Mont ice llo was carrying the mail to Forest City on

horseback. The farmers and everyone slept in the fort but the night the Indians

attacked the fort Henry stayed in the barn with his horse. It was a large barn not

far from the fort, a large door in fVA«<. —>jge Qoor m front and a small one back. He used the back

stall next to the door and left the sadle and bridle on the horse and before daylight

he heard the Indians war hoop. He opened the back door, jua^yed into his saddle and

made his escape, came into town and said he thought the fort was taken. The settlere

all through came into town nights and the tciwn was filled every night with people while

the scare was on. Our house was full,all the floors full of sleepers and to cap the

climax old Mr. Covert from Pulaski lake heard sons d4er running above the shore

and could just see their white tails bobbing up and thought them indians with feathers

upon their heads. He juaqped on a horse and ran into to town. Uncle Calvin who lived

three miles above town with his wife and little girl had gone to bed in the front

corner upstairs and us three boys next room to father and mother were yet «p in the

kitchen, the same house mem owned by Mr. French and us boys had not gone to sleep

but had just been talking and wondering if the indians would come and kill us all before

morning when all at once a horse came running up and stopped right under our window and

hollared Blanohard, BUnchard get up quick - run for your lives. The ^ndians are coming

sweeping everything before them. Run for your lives. We boys jun5>ed out, grabbed our

clothes, ran downstairs a yelling Indians. Father said, '*get back to bed, what's the

matter? ^hen uncle camf , boots in his hand, wife clinging to him yelling. Uncle said

if the Indians are coming what shall we do. Fkther said, do the best we can. He had an

old muscle loading rifle. He got a spoon and pieces of lead,stuck them in front of the

stove and began making bullets. The neighbors began coming in. Aunt ran to the pantry,

got some biscuits and fried cakes and stuffed them in her' bosom. Mother said, what are

you doing with them. She said, if we hide in the brush won't we want to eat them.

Father said you women and children go down over the river bank and hid« in the brush ,

keep still and we men will go uptown and see what can be done. We boys followed them

up to the Jefferson hotel, '^he steeet was f^n of teams, horses and the hotel full of

people, women and children crying. One block farther up a *Vs. ^uce had a hardware

store and seven muscle loading shot g\ans for sale so father, two men and us heys went

to her house on the back end of the lot and found her alone walking the floor and

ringing her hands. Father said, why don't you go to the hotel. Ho, Mr. i^lanohard.
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Sioux Indian outbreak contest -4- I>ick Blanohard,
Montic« lie, Minn,

•h, .aid, if I «..t di. it will b, her, in >ny own home. W sister and two little
girl, had gone to the hotel. Father .aid. give ^ the store key 1 want the .hot
gut«. She 6.V it to hto. we got the gun., powder, shot and cap., took them to the
hotel, handed eaoh one to the n>o.t responsible men and formed a g,«rd line out
^•ound the hotel and .tayed until morning. Brother and I .tayed awhile and then
went back to the river bank to .., mother in the bu.h... «e called mother but no
anewer came ., then w. started back and when pa.sing a neighbor's house «t Egbert
Brown at the gate with a gun. H, said, your mother is in the hou.. go in and we did.
Ih. large llTing room wa. full of women and children, curtain, down tight and Ju.t

* glimmering candle burning, not a word .poken and at daylighl "r. Brook., the metho-
di.t minl.t.r came to the door and .aid. ladies it is a false alarm so go to your
homes and taeel down and thank God for saving your lives. Get a good breakfast and

^ happy so we did and while eating father said, mother pack your trunk and you and
the little girls will go to Mi^,,p„Hs to the Harmon home and there stay until I

call you and D,.v you go and tell the stage driver to call for mother. I will
-rite to Governor Ram.ey to .end m. an order to pre., hor... for a small cavalry
ccmpany. gtns. .addle, and ammunition which he did and in a few day. w had gathered
16 good hor.e. into our yard and father appointed a Mr. «el.on Captain, hima.lf Lieu-
tenant and Henry B^.^ford flag bearer and they .tarted for Foreot City a»l on arrival
there found that Captain «hitcomb had left there two or three day. before with a
company, but after the fight at Fore.t City the Indian, had fallen back aero., the
«inne.ota river. Ihey .coured the country for two week, but engaged with no Indian,
.o finally returned and di.banded. Pather-. company wa.n't mustered in or mustered
out so was not mentioned in the Governor., ro.ter in the morning of the attack on
Fore.t City. The Indian, took all of the hor... out of the .tables and drove them
»w.y and set fire to the stable.. Two Indian, took down the flag from the staff,
wrapped it around on. of them and ran with it .o two men. one a nor-egUn ran after
the. and exchanged .hot. killing or wounding the norwegian. The Indian dropped the
flag and made hi. get away.

Sioux Indian outbreak contest -S- Dlok Blanohard.
lieBtioello. Ulan.

Uncle Henry Boober of Sauk Center sent hi, rtfe and four children down

to our house to stay while he and Chandler Harmon from Minneapolis .tayed to help

build a stockade or fort ,o tent Feba was our hou.okeeper until mother returned.

Father wa, running the .aw mill at the time of the outbreak .o w. had a large amount

of provLlon. on hand, including a full barrel of bro«. .ugar. al.o a oow ,o u. boy.
would take .llee. of bread, cover with .ugar and decorate them with thick cream for

our lunch.,, then the Indian, were camped at Silver Creek i^y brother .tayed there

at the hotel and traded cheap Jewelry with the chief for mocca.in. and bead work and
later when the 38 were being hung at Mankato they recognised each other, he being on.

Af th.lr number*

«• were not only in fear of the Sioux on thU side of the river but

there were al.o five hundred Obippewa. cashed at Crow Wing waiting to join in the

ma..acr. and .weep down on the ea.t .ide of the river and only for Jim Whitehead,

who had prevloualy been government agent and one or two other wi.e men who counseled

with. Hole in the Day. the head chief, finally per.nading him to quit. At that tim.

th. Indian', agent name wa. Valker who lived at the old Chippewa Agency five mile,

above crow Wing on the Crow Wing River. He got .cared, took hi. team and saddle hor...

creed the crow wing ferry drove to St. Cloud and put up at th. old Central Hrtel.

He got up early In the morning, .addled hi, hor,e. creed the river and rode do«i

to what wa. called Plea.ant Talley. now on Elk River ea.t of B.ok«-, where three famllie,

had ..ttled. one the Jordan family of Jtonticello, H. rod. to their hou.e am told

them to run for their live, for fiv. hundred Chippewa, had gone on the war path.

They hitched their t.am. thr.w in a f«r thing, and .tartad for Montlc.llo. WaUcar

hltohed hi, hor.e behing their wagon and crawled in under the back .eat and when th.y

r.ached the fallow F.rry he got into hi, ,addle and ro,e down three mile, below here,

turned out of the road a few rod, to a little meadow and .hot hl»,elf and two day, later

he wa. found lying in the gra.s and his horse feeding nearby.

So now I have taken up more of your time than the Uw allow, so will say that
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Sioux Indian Outbreak contest -6- Dick Blanchard,
Mont ice llOf Minn,

every word I have stated is absolutely true and I challenge anyone to disprove my

statements*

(signed)

Very respectfully yours,

Dick B* Blanohard.

P.S.
In December 1872 I went from Brainerd with two- four ox teams to LayiMin and

Stanofields logging camp on Red Lake via Lake Itaska* I forgot to say that they started

to build a fort here around the school house and dug a trench two feet deep and

about 18 inches wide on the east side and around the northeast corner and hauled and

stood up about 25 logs, but logs being hard to get they finally gave up the job

but one little incident I will relate. Our old friend Joseph Perkins, who lived

on a farm about two miles out on the prairie got the alarm, their horses being in

pasture they hustled the grand parents into a farm wagon and the family, with the help

of Lissy Vadner and Andrew Covert, pulled and pushed them into town.

I am 83 years of age but hale and hearty and shall anxiously wait for that

free transportation offered by the Bus Company to the pageant at Itasca.

Both summers of 61 and 62 I, as a boy, used to trot over to Big Lake every

day and meet the four hoase Burbank stage coaches at Uncle Joe Browns and get the St .Paul

Pioneer press from those for Uontieello giving accounts of the massacre.

One other incident I forgot to mention Mrs. Bertnm, who lived at the upper

end of town, early one morning saw an Indian peeking over their pig pen. Be ran to the

river and followed up the shore. Some men tracked him up to the island where they lost

the trail but two days later a team of horses was stolen from a ^•. Ferguson, if I re-

member rightly, of Silver Creek. A party was formed of four or five men and their

trail was followed to a certain lake some distance beyond Fair Haven. They found the

horses tied in the timber near the lake, the Indians concealed over the bank. They

fired on their pursuers and killed one man, a lieutenant from Anoka whose name I don't

remember. Putting him on a horse they took the horses and returned. The Indians got away.
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