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Augiist 14th, 186c enlisted as & volunteer for three years,
or during the war - was attached tu and mustered into Company K.
8th Regiment, Minnesota Volunteer Infantry, during the month, at
Fort Snelling, Minnesota, as first or orderly Sergeant;, I was or-
dered with the company to Mankato, tc assist in checkiﬁg the ap-
proach of the Sicux Indians and allay the fears of the citizens
of that place, and the settlers from adjacent county who had col-
lected there.

Was ordered back to Fort Snelling in October,the company
w?s\there supplied wiéh horses and sent to Fort Ripley,Minn. While
at Fort Ripley in December 1862 was detailed to proceed with six-
teen men to escort --- Morse, Receiver of the Land Office at Otter
Tail City,to that point and collect the debris of that office which
the Chippeways had destroyed sometime during the Fall previous,and
terrorized the inhabitants so that they had fled,except one tr;der,
to Forts and larger towns in the state for safety - Witn Mercury
20°below zero and no road save an Indian trail to guide. 1 made
the trip out in two and a half days,some 60 miles - found there
the trader McDonald. Had been advised by Col.Minor Thomas,command-
ing the regiment that the Indians were liable to resent the send-
ing of troops out there,that they had sent word that no Soldier

would be permitted to eome. We reached the town site about noon -

which we entered upon the gallop - found empty houses and barns,

into whieh the horses were soon corralled,and guards stationed,all
was quiet so far as Indians were concerned,afterwards visited Mc=-

Donald's trading house into which several Bucks came strolling one
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after another, MeDonald told me that each had his gun underneath
his blanket; walking up to one 1 told him to open his blanket &and
found it waé as reported,called several of my men then told Mr.
Indian that I had been sent out there by the Govt.to gather up the
remains of the Land Office,that I should remain there some days,
and that it was necessary for them to go to their several tepees
and remain while I and my young men remained -~ started them one at
a time as they had come and bgde them go ~ they went.

At the land Office building the safe had been chopped open,
double doors,with axes, - and they were rewarded by finding a sin-
gle five cent piece which the officer in his haste to get away had
over looked. Found the records strewn over the floor and in the
cellar,the covers having been all torn off the books. Among the
debris were several Land Warrants and some thirteen pieces of half-
breed Serip - as not knowing‘their value they were not taken. After
gathering the papers together into a box,and keeping my men in ful{
dress,armns and accoutrements all night,started on my return as soon
as | could see in the morning,I was several miles away before Mr,
Indians knew that I had taken my erarture_returning to Fort Ripley
on the evening of the fifth day. This expedition though not much
of itself was suffieient to call for special mention from the com=
mandant. .

About the 24th of December 186<Z my company was ordered to
move down to St.Cloud thence out on the Breckenridge road and take
station at Alexandria,which was done in nid-win%er; upon reaching
our point ot destination had to build barracks for.the nen,and sta-

i~

bles for the horses,after which we enclosed the whole within a
stockade - some ten feet high.

Remained at Alexandria until May 1864 = doing escort duty
thenee to Fort Abererombie with supply trains and U.S.Mails - and
e;séwhere around the country as ecircumstances required - was de-
tailed or ordered on several occasions to take sueh number of men
as I needed and scour the ceountry around to watch for marauding
bands of Indians -~ never coming in contact with any,have no hair
breadth escapes to ehronicle.

In May 1864 I received from the Secretary of war authority
to appear before the military eommission at St.Louis,Mo.for examin-
ation for eommission in & colored Regiment there being organized -
at. this examination was passed and recommended as Lst Lieutenant
and instructén to report to the adjutent at Benton Barracks for as-
signment = upon presenting my credentials as directed,was informed
that the Regt.would not be organized until October following - but
that I would be assigned to quarters,and that I could put in the
tiime drilling recruits and organizing a company.

As my Regt. the 8th had been ordered to cross the plains
and join Genl.Alfred Sully in his expedition against the Indians.
I prefered the active duty in the field,told the Adjutant when he
wanted me to forward my commission to the 8th Regt. -~ &and returned
as fast as rail trains could come,stayed one night at home and re-
joined the Regt.at Fort Ridgely on the evening prior to its final

start for the Missouri river.

-3
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In this campaign we crossed the state going up the Minne-
sota river to Big Stone lLake, thence westward across the Coteaus
de Prairie and Coteaus de Missouri with the arid plains between,
reaching the Missouri opposite where Fort Rice was located the
latter part of .June, and forming connection with Genl.Sully and
his forces -~ who came up the river by boats, on the 4th of July
Genl.Sully reviewed his troops and next day started west.

Quite a large party of emigrants under Capt.Fisk joined
the campaign here, bound for Montana.

Proceeding west until we struck "Heart River" where the
stock and wagons were corralled,the sick and feble left in camp,
with few days rations,we were started at daylight for a raid
against a large eamp of Sioux - located on the edg; of the bad
lands bordering the Little Misouri River, ~ this camp we struek
the 3rd day about noon,and what will ever appear as most singu-
lar,took the Indians wholly by surprise,although numerous fresh
signs of Indians had been observed during the day,and we had
marched with all prececautions,against ambush or surprise, those
Indians were not aware of our approach until within two miles
of their camp, ~ all the Regt.were dismounted,having muzzle
loading arms,except my company which had been doing Cavalry
duty for 2 years,were armed with carbines,and revolvers and
sabres -~ formed in line of battle and were marching upon them
one and a half miles distant from their camp of 1600 lodges at
the foot of the Buttes or foot hills of the Little Missouri =
then there was commotion in that camp, Bueks runhing here and

.-4—-

there gathering their ponies,the women gathering what they ecould
carry on their backs into bundles to earry over the hills ~ when
the Indians had mounted their horses they formed a line between

us and their camp and seeningly intended to give us sharp contest,
then eoning towards our lines as we went marching on until the
distance between was probably 150 yards,at this point their appar-
ent leader would ride out in advance of his line,waving his banner
of Eagle feathers,then wheeling would give instructions to his for-
ces,repeating his advance toward our line,a sharp erack was heard
and he went to the earth - then commenced the tumult,each Indian
was his own Commander and evidently wanted to command all the rest,
but all set up the war whoop and commenced to cirele us around, each
vieing with the other to see which eould make the uost’noise,firing
their guns at random and sending the arrows from their bows high up
in the air hoping perhaps that sonme stray one might possibly do
service,

Soon as the first shot was fired by our men, the firing be-
came general along the line,with the batteriés sending Shell and
havoe into their canp.

The Indians were not aware of the range of our guns, eonse-
quently were within easy distance and we could see saddle after sad-
dle emptyed,they soon got a safer distance between and commenced to
circle around us - in watching them around we saw several hundred
between us and the horses of the Regt.which,instead of being led
forward as we advanced,were kept standing where the Regt.dismount-
ed,wvere now quite a mile to the rear- upon this discovery a section

—5-‘
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of Battery under Lt.Harris,and my company were ordered to charge
through them and recover the horses - the battery going at a full
gallop,wheeled,unlimbered and shells were sent with such precission
that they burst amidst the'thickest group,men and horses were torn
to pieces,the Indians opened out to right and left when Iny company
dashed through and brought. the stock to the main force - meanwhile
the army moved straight towards the camp - «s we neared I was sent
w#ith dispatches or orders to the Col. (Mclaren) commanding the left
wing to wheel to right and encircle them on that side,as I rode
towards the Col.his left reached sowe rolling ground,I witnessed
ore of those daring feats of bravery and horsemanship of which the
Indians are noted - three of the soldiers were going up a steep
hill,while on the other side several Indians were approaching,neith-
er party could see the other,but our men were advised by their eom-
panions below to be on their guard for the red skins approaching,
both parties came in sight at close range,but the soldiers were
quickest to deliver fire,and one hostile fell from his saddle, the
other Indians wheeling disappeared over the ridge,but while the
soldiers were ‘looking the ground over two indians swooped back
side by side and reached down gathered their dead companion and
was back over the ridge before our men recovered sufficient to
give them another shot.

The Indians gathered their dead and wounded as they fell
and carried them back into the recesses of the hills and thickets
to keep them from falling into the hands of the whites,so but few

were left on the battle field ~ there were found by parties sent
-G

for that purpose 325 dead, some in piles of 25 bodies - reports
heard subsequent gave the list of wounded at 600 - nany of whom
died.

As night eame on the army biveouacked upon the field - our
e¢asualties of the day was one man by the name of Northrop of Brack-
etts Batallion killed, he by an arrow, and several horses slightly
wounded - at night the Indians approached near and kept a econtinual
fire of guns and arrews until merning.

After breakfast the follewing day the work of destroying the
e¢anp comnenced, the lodges were torn down,the dry peles used for
their suppert placed in piles,then the skins,the dressed buffalo
hides,dried meet by the ton,dried berries,in short every thing 1in
the eamp,which the squaws had net ecarried in the one load that they
carried upon their backs,was piled and burnt - this required one
half day by 500 or 600 men detailed for that duty - all the little
eonveniences of the wcmen,their toilet bags - coeking utensils -
were piled and burned - it was & wholesale distruction of property

- entailing & loss to the Indians great as would be the burning of

a city after the inhabitants had been driven from its portals,they

had nething left.

During the destruction of the camp some of the seldiers found
two small papooses,these they sat upon a buffalo robe and gave them
some hard tack,which the little fellows ate with avidity and relish
- but some of the Indian scout coming up struek their tomahawks in-
to their brains,saying as they did so,and for the exeuse of the
c¢old blooded murder that - "Nits Makelice®" -~ Genl.Sully had given
special orders or instruetions that the men im searching sheuld be

—7-
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careful of wounded Indians,however but one sueh was found who soon
as he knew himself discovered fired at the soldier nearest but
whether haste or weakness dulled his sight his bullet missed its
mark, not so with the soldiers near who emptied their pPieces into
his prostfate body until he was past &al1ll future usefulness.

After the camp was effeetually disposed of the troops com-
menced their return towards Heart river,and camped some six miles
distant,here after the pickets had been set for the night and most
of the men had turned in about one hundred savages dashed through

ene edge of the camp firing and whooping (they in their approach

killed three men on our post) - evidently more intent upen stam-

peding stoeck than taking the camp ~ Reaching the corall at Heart
river we were allowed one days rest - then took course westward
towards the Yellow Stone river.

Reaching the edge of the Little Missouri Bad lands went
into eamp for the night upon a platteau about one hundred and twen-
ty feet above thé bottom of the gullies or wash-outs below - this
was a dismal sight looking over the town and disrupted waste far
as the eye could reach,nething but points of Buttes some re#ching
to a4 line of the eye,others washed away to mere hay coecks in size,
but always retaining the same pointed eonical shape,through this
labyrinth of peaks,holes,ravines,canyons or whatever name any one
may see fit to call them,the army of 4000 men,with their trains
and cattle commenced its winding, tortuous way - this through which
no white man had ever ventured on foot or horse Back,and through

which but one man,a Blackfoot guide,said that he could lead the way.

B

Saturday eve reached the Little Missouri which flows
through the middle of this waste ecountry,here was found some
rose buds and little grass.

Sunday,camnp was moved up the stream,the stoeck sent out to
graze,myself with six men ordered to eross the river and find our
way up the left bank abreast the moving column to wateh the ap=-
proach of any of the enemy that might be near - on this bank the
bottoms were narrow and c¢ut out with numerous washout or canyons,
these canyons are washed out of the e¢lay formation leaving the side
always perpendicular,so that to pass them either had to 5 go into
the bed of the river or hunt sowme old crosszing made by Buffalo;
which would be just wide enough to squeeze a horse through aftér
the rider had dismounted,about one mile up,the bluff of the river
ecame flush to the water with perpendicular face - winding back and
¢ireling around finally reached the summit,where I remained until
recall was sounded at camp,about six p.m.was searcely half way down
the e¢liff when hordes of Indians reached the place we had just left;
these collected on the edge and commenced firing down into camp, but
were soon driven back from the front by shells sent from our bat-
teries -~ there was among them english speaking persons who taunted
us with all the vulgarisw their voeabulary would permit, informed
us that a short distance off was collected a force of 10,000 war-
riers,that we were surrounded on all sides,that they proposed to
take us all prisoners,and make the officers eat the soldiers - they
also inforwed us that they had a. white woman in their canp,and if
we wanted her to come and get her, ( this was found afterwards to

e
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be correet). On Monday commenced to get out of the valley, aboeve

the canp was found a canyon thirty feetwide, sides perpendicular

thirty or forty feet high, most of the troops were dismounted e¢lam-
bered up and marched on either side while the train and stock found
1ts way up the narrow gorge, we had gone in this way scme miles andg
eaerged upon a rolling plateau bordered by broken butts and canyons
all the men still unmounted and flanking the column wren about mid-

day they attacked the advance led by the Indian scoutx&putting an

arrow through the black foot guide who underteock to Pilot us aerossw

simultaneous hordes of yelping Indians rose up on all sides deliv-
ered their fire then started back,followed by the troops to sueh a
Jocation that they eould get glinmpse of them and fire,no one ever
knew how many bit the dust that day, none of the troops were hit.,

The column kept on its steady march and all day long, we
practiced with rifle and gun upon the hords hovering around, as we
proeeered west theé eountry gradually bacame more even, the men re-
mounted gave the enemy more work to keep away from reach of our
guns, while marching and fighting an elk would spring up here and
there and start to run a gauntlett between the two eombattants -
&n antilope coming near where I stood recieved a death wound from
my revolver and passed down into a deep ravine,wishing to segure
the game,dismounted and rushed down after and finished it at the
bottom, upon dragging it up the hillside saw three Indians ma&king
down the valley for my scalp - but some of my company ran forward
and took Mr.lo on the turn - and sent them back out of range.

=10

//

Genl.Sully having found a small pond went into canmp and the
recall was sounded, the advance,which was a mile or more'distant
started back,soon as we turned our backs' the Indians set up & hure
rah and started for us w following until we halted for the camp
then encircled up at a safe distance among the Buptes and broken
ridges « in this position night came on, the camp was in the lowest
ground‘in the vicinity as the bottom of & large bowl. After the
supper had been disposed of and the stock pieketed for:the night
the troops were placed in coupleie eircuit,care being taken net to
get quite to the top of, or upper edge,then in advance some ten
yards were pickets of two or three at wider intervals, thus the men
slept with their arns ready for any attack whieh might be made dur-
1ng the night or early morning - but every thing remained quiet,
not even a eoyote was heard during the still hours = but Mr. Reds
were there just as when we went to bed,or rather to ground,grass
being a very searce artiele in that region,having been eonpletely
devoured by the grasshopper - «nd soon as they saw any life abroad
eomaenced their yells and whoops and firing their random shots.

Resuming our mareh in the morning seon eame to the ground
on which the Indians had bivouackgd for some days previous,cant say
they were in eamp for they were wholy tentless. The Indians keep-
ing aloofl from us ~ and soen disappearing in the hills towards the
Missouri river.

Rations became low and impossibility of overhauling then
among the hills.

Genl.Sully kept direet towards the Yellow Stoﬁe»river,where
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f[fyf he expected to meet supplies on steam boats,and when we arrived sev—

eral days later,when our last hard tack had been issued ~~ The
grass of the plains having been eaten by the Legusts,our stock was
in sad eondition,many dying =ach day on the march - arriving at the
second platteau of the river about two p.m.the stoek was sent into
the bottoms for rushes and rose buds -~ this bottom was full of gane
of all kinds driven there for food,and soon as the men got fairly
in the brush there comnenced a fusillade equal to a small battle,
and animals of all kinds eame up to the highland an‘ took to the
river~ Buffalos,Elk,Black-tail deer - antelope,Bears and wolves
were seen running for dear life,while quite a number were brought
into camp.

Crossing the Yellow Stone and our rations replenished the
conwmand proeeed down the mouth and forded the Missouri at Fort
Union~ From here we started on our return for the settlements =~ ar-
riving at Fort Snelling late in:.the Fall ~ where we found orders to
immediately start for Nashville, Tenn.

Leaving Fort Snelling we proceeded to la Crosse,Wis., by
steanmboat, then toek ears for Chicago =~ and the South ~ remained in
louisviile Ky.several days awaiting transportation - we reached
Nashville,and from there was ordered to Fortress Rosencrans near
Murfreesborough.

When we returned to Fort Rice in September among the mail
I found an order fron Bénton Barrack to report for duty,also a eom-
mission from the Governor of the State of Minn., as Lieut.in the
conpany to whieh I had been attached for the past two years - upen

-]lle

consultation with the Col.of the Regt. I wrote to St.louis,deelin-
ing the commission.

I aceepted the one form the Governor,whieh would still keep
me with my eomrades ~ and was mustered as Ist Lieui.in the 8th Regt.
Minn.,Vol.to date from September Ist 1864 - by Chas.B.Atchison Capt,
and A,A.D.C Asst.Comsy.of musters.

Upon ;rriving at Murfreesborough - went into camp at or
near the spot where the 3d Minnesota Regt.had surrendered.

It was then the rainy season and camping was exceedingly
uncemfortable - we had been there but a few days when 1 was de-
tailed to go,with a detachment qf twenty men,and sixteen Govt.six
nule teams,fourteen mi;es into the country for forage - leaving
Murfreesborough in the morning arrived‘at our destination,a farm
in the woods,in timwe to load up with fodder &e¢ ready for return-
ing in the morning,the men bivouacked among the c@dars,on this oe-
casion my couch was a hugc flat rock with a piece of wood for a
pillow and only ecovering my overcoat.

The night was quite frousty and cold,but managed to obtain
some sleep by keeping a small fire at my feet,so long as my feet
were warm could sleep but would awaken when the fire burned out
and ny feetkgot cold.

Next morning when about six or seven miles from the Fort -
ress was accosted by a colored woman crouching in the fence corner,
upon approaching her,she said "Massa you are in danger the Rebels
are in the woods over a hill%jpointing in the direction of some
highland probably one mile diétant ~ "and there are two rebel offi-
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eers in the heuse you have just passed"- upon questioening her close-
ly was satisfied her tale was true, she‘in the meantime requesting
that I should not give her away by telling where I got the informa-
tion.

Having passed the house some eighty rods and a cornfield
intervening, the caravan was halted, a sergeant with six men sent
through the field to surround the house, while I gallop;d back on
the road to the front of the mansion, hitched my horse to a gate-
post and kneeked at the door, - a lady of mature years appeared in
answer to the summons, after‘passing the complinments of the day,
she invited me to enter; the dinner meal being on the table she
pressed me to be seated.and partake,excusing myself from her prof-
fered hospitality requested that if there were any gentlemen in the
house I would be pleased to inﬁerview thems, she deelared there was
not a male person on her premises,save some old negroes in their
cabins.,

The sergeant and his file of men then surrounded the house,
and I inforwmed the lady that as I had good reasons for supposing
there were econfederate officers in the house,it would be my unpleas-
ant duty to seareh if they were not produced - It ecame suddenly to
her reecolle¢tion that there were two gentlemen in the room across
the hall,that she would go in and see them, they were sick and did-
'nt.wish to be disturbed, and ;f they were willing to be interviewed
it would be all right; follgwing her to the door as she entered the
room, which was dark béing doubly curtained,l ordered her to raise
the e¢urtains,she complied but partially, but letting ;n sufficient

light to take in the situation,after a preemptory order to raise
-14- .

the eurtains and leave then up,she complied, c¢alling my men to en-
ter the building I walked into the ro;m whe;e two gentlemen were
comfortably quaftered,one was sitting by the fireplace busily des-
troying a memorandum book,thé other reclining upon a lounge,and in
@ chair near him was piled six revolvers of different patte;ns.

these little playthings were taken possession of first,then inform-

ed the gents that they were prisoners, thereupon they signified

their econsent and asked tb be paroled -~ that little formality hav-
ing been discontinued by our people, the propositien was respect-
fully declined and they were told to get ready for a trip to head-
quaters,after some talk with the land-lady, she had her Phaeton
brought around and offered to drive in with Capt.Butler who was
suffering from rheumatism, the other taking passage in one of our
wagons =~ arriving at head=quarters the two were delivered to the
provest Marshal,they were subsequently forwarded to Kelly's Island
in Lake Erie for rest,at which point they remained until the sur-
render of Genl.lee and the confederate army ,and this unpleasant-
ness termpinated.

Capt.Butler after his return called upon and invited me to
his home te dine,but was on the peint of ieaving for the north and
had to decline.

Shortly after the confederates under Genls.Hood and Forrest
appeared in force near Fortress (Rosencranz) their first assault
was made on a Block house at Overalls creeck, Dec.4th, 1864, five
miles towards Nashville. The 8th Regt.and two others under Genl.
Milrey were ordered out to drive thgm off - in this affair my Regt.
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was under real genuine fire for the first time,where we had shells
to dodge)grape and eanister and musketry to face; after a short econ-
test the attacking party wasrdriven from the fieid.

On the 7th Dec., 1864 the Rebel foreces under Hood and Fer-
rest again appeared near the Fortress and the 8th with two other
Regts.under Milroy was again sent forth to give them battle, they
had selected a ridge in the timber for their standing point some
three miles from our works,and erected temporary brestworks,then a
detaehment under Forrest made a deteur of several miles erossing
Stone River above and approaching the works from another quarter,

45 our command filed ou; of the Fortress,on the same side they fell
baek,*e following,they recrossed the river,turned to the right and
followed down the left bank,so that they passed in full view of the
garrison finally leading us to their works,hidden by a large eorn-
field -~ Milroy was not deceived into pushing through that little
trap,but,after a careful reconnolissance,during which he had a horse
kililed under him,marched us by the right flank probably one-half or
threequarters of 4 mile,then filed to the left and reformed his bate
tle line aeross the pike,this would flank their works,and started
for them,in making the flank movement Hood evidently thought Milroy
had given up the chase and started for the Fort,had his artillery
advanced along the road paralell to us,éo that when we c¢rossed it,
were in short range of the caﬁnon,here Milroy had anether herse kil-
led under him - as we advanced they fell back to their standing

poeint in the timber,to reach this we had an open field to Cross,

then,a ravine or hollow. The Regt.on our left a new one'from Ohio,

-]0w-

fell back in econfusien their Col.having been killed - we were ore-
dered to lay down,while it was being reformed,on our right was an
Illinois Regt.numbering only 240 men,but they were reliable. THis
position of riying on the grouné,especially as 1t was sleping tew-
ard the enemy,they having fair view of us,became monotoneus in a
very short time,our men receiving mortal,and slighter wounds all
along the line. My Co. "K".whose position'when halted was direet-
ly aeress the turn-pike and receiving full benefit of grape and
canister from their battery;being in command of the company at this
time,to save ny men from this distructive fire,had to double then
baek,so that about one-half of the company lay in a line down er
paralel to the road -« not being bern with natural bravery in my
composition -~ seon felt that to remain in that prostrate position

I would give out,and believing that chances of being hit in a stand—
ing positioﬁ would be reduced,regained my feet,it was probably well
fof our good standing that I did so,as & portion of cur cecompany,
young boys - the last rec;uits,were starting for the rear,or rather
preparing to do so - this notion\ﬁas soen put out of their heads,
and their attention turned to the foe,we were then erdered teo fi;e
from our positions on the gr;und,this helped us much,as the smoke
partially hid us from their v;ew,and gave c¢ourage to the men = the
bullets were hizzing past me in quiek suceession. Lt.Col.Redgers
commanding the Regt.sat his horse about fifty feet to my rear,he
was a target for them to practice at,I begged of him permissien to
take my company across the hollow toﬁthe timber,he gave the order
"The two left companies advance to the timber®" ~ My orders repeat=

3-17-
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eéd tc the men were, "men get up and dash for the timber, " they
serambled to their feet and as they did so I gave a veritable war

hoop, this was immediately taken up by the whele line, and instead

of two left companies, the whele command rushed wildly acrOSS,WhOOPAMa

and yelling like =0 many red demons from the plains.

Having been halted at the bottom or lower side of the ep~
pesite ridge, I went up a fallen tree laying in such a positicn
that by walking to the but% could see their movements, upon this
I diseovered they were retreating, and reporting it teo the Col. he
gave the order to advance, this was his last drder, a4 Rebel bullet
striking him, shattering his aArm, upon reaching thé sumpit we dis-
covered them in full retreat, thé artillerists were hitching their
horses to the guns, about one=hundrea yards away.

I ordered my men to kill the horses, this they accomplished
and the gunners had to depart leaving two guns, to fall into eur
hands -~ we paszed through to the farther side of the timber and
were again haulted, having taken 325 prisoners, amwong whom were
several officers -~ who were started to the fort.

In this engagement we had 96 men hit, 13 of whom were Kkill-
ed or died from wounds soon aftér.

In ny co@pany wWag 4 young Irish lad from Dakota Co. who hari
eontracted the varioloid and had been sent to the snall-pox hospite
@l about one week previous, toward the last of battle (of course it
was raining), who should appear but this man, his face all in red
blotehes, with his gun and aceouptrements; upon qQuestioning hiis,
fourd that when he heard the rumpus commeﬁce. he ran away from the

-l8.

hespital,c¢ame to his tent proeured his Springfield rifle and fol-
lowed the din of battle until he OvVertook us ~ it is needless to
say that his absence was preferable to his conpany, and was order-
ed back to the hqspital.

Returning reached the Portress near dark - «s we filed 1n-
to the enelesure the streets on either side were lined with the
troops who had heard, but not seen, the fun as they called it, and
as th 8th passed by a hurrah for the Indian fighters went up, that
made us feel proud, but they little knew that we had rather fight
Indians a whole year than those Rebels oﬁihour.

We were short of rations in the Fortress and had to proeure
& subsistunce from the corn fields and smoke houses of the adjoin~
ing eountry, & train of Provisions was started from Chatanooga for
us, but four or five miles out the Rebs captured the whole thing, by
taking out one or twoe rails in 2 twelve foot cut, the engine was-
wrecked, and as the escort filed out of the cars found, themselves
eovered by Rebel guns, and had nothing to do but surrender - by the
time news reached us and a comuand arrived at the Spot they had car.
ried all away ~ leaving a few hard tack scattered on the ground -
after folldwing them several miles found the prospect of recaptur-
ing the pro&isions poor, satisfiéd ourselves by filling the wagons
with corn, and sueh material as was to be found in the sweke houses
of the neighbering gentry —Vaﬁd returning to our eamps.

On the 16th of Deeenber they again appeared in force near
us, but would not stand for a fight when our people sallied forth

under, the gallant old brave, Milroy.
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At this date the 16th December 1864 while standing at an
enmbrasure with iy company awaiting the expected attack, I was or.-
dered to turn my command over to Lieut. Helsper and report to Genl.
H.P.Van Cleve, commanding Fortress Roseneranz.

Upon'reporiiong found him mounted, in comspany with Genl.
Rousesau and others, and was inforned as he was in need of an A.D.C.
he had selected me for that position, - I begged not to be so de-
tailed, not wishing to be severed from my ecomrades, but it was of
ne use, I was direeted to go up to head-quarters and tell Sergeant
csvsecesesato furnish me a horse and report bae¢k to him, this I did,
with many nmisgivings, and was soon mounted, booted and spurred, rid-
1ng through the mud - I remained in the poesition of A.D.C. until
the elose of the war and the muster out of the Regiment in July
1865,

During this time I had to make several exeursions into the
eéountry surrounding Murfreesborough, in seareh of Bushwhackers, Guer_
rillas and horse thieves, but never suecceeded in capturing any
thing but two horse thieves.

During the Summer of 1864 I had been notified by the Hon.
Alex. Ramsey then U.S. Senator at Washington, that I would be nomi-
nated by him us Paymaster upon the first vaeaney; following this
Marech 5th, 1865 my name was sent to the President.for that pesition,
the eommission was issued and iy appointment confirmed on the 9th
of Mareh by the U.S. Senator,

The 8th Regt. having gone to the South to join Genl.Sher-
mans forces,the eommission was sent to Newberry S.C. = when it

~20-

reached there some personal friend Put 1t away so carefully that
it failed to come to the surface - writing to Senator Ramsey these
faets, he caused a duplicate to be made and forwarded to Murfrees-

boerocugh, but as time went by, and Genl.Grant had knoecked Genl.Lee

out of the ring, the war was ended an%f was mustered out as pay-

master without having reeeived any of the endorsements of the of-
fice.
Returining reached hone July 31st, 1865 -~ having served

three years less fourteen days.
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Benjanin W. Brunson, son of Rev. Alfred Brunson, of Prairie
du Chien, was born in Detroit, Michigan, May 6, 1825 . He came

with his parents to Prairie du Chien in 1835. He purchased an

*

interest in the Chippewa Falls mills in 1844, and in 1847 cawe to

St.Paul and assisted in surveying the first town plat. He laid
out what was known as "Brunson's addition.® He was a repréu
sentative in the first and second territorial legislatufes. He
served three years during the Civil War as a member of Conpany K,
Eighth Minnesota Infantry, first as a\private. then as an orderly
sergeant, and later as first lieutenant. He has followed sur-
veying many years, and has held several responsible positions. He
was married in the fall ¢f 1849 to Jane Shewit at Prairie du Chien,

¢

Wisconsin, and has two sons and one daughter.
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