
• ... ... .• 

Au~i1:;t 14th, 186~ enlisted as a volunteer for three years, 

or durin1 the war - was attached to and Dustered into Company K. 

8th Ret,ir.ent, Minnesota Volunteer Infantry, durin1 the month, at 

Fort Snelling, Minnesota, as first or orderly Ser1eant; I was or-

dcred with the company to Mankato, to assist in checkit1g the ap-

proach of the Siou~ Indians and all~y the fears of the citizens 

of that place, and the settlers frora adjacent county who had col-

lee ted the re • 

lt'as ordered back. to Fort Snelline in October,the company 

was, there supplied with horses and sent to Fort Ripley,Minn. While 
I 

at Fort Ripley in December l8ti~ was detailed to proceed with six-

teen men to escort --·· Morse, Receiver of the Land Office at Otter 

Tail City,to that point and collect the debris of that office which 

the Chippeways harl destroyed sooetirae durinft the Fall previoua,and 

terrorized the inhabitants so that they had fled,except one trader, 

to Forts and lar~er to~ns in the state for safety - Witn Mercury 

2o•below zero and no road save an Indian trail to ~uide. I r.ade 

the--trip .. out in two and a half days,some 60 llliles - found there 
' 

the trader McDonald. Had been ad.vised by Col.Minor Thoraa~,command-

in1 the re~iment that the Indi&ns were liable to resent the senrt-

inf of troops out there,that they had sent word that no Solriier 
' 

would b~ permitted to con&e. We reached the town site about noon -

which we entered upon the 1al}op - found eiapty house» anti barns, 

into which the horses were soon corralled,and Kuarrls ~tationed,all 

was quiet so far as Indians were concerned, afterwards vi_si ted Mc-

Dunald's tradin,, house into which several Buc~s caDte strollitll one 
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after another, McDonald told ae that each had his gun underneath 3 bles for the horses,after which we enclosed the whole within a 

his blanket; walkin« up to one I told him to open his blan~et and stockade - some ten feet ~ilh• 

found it was ~s reported,called- several of ray men then told Mr. Reraained at Alexandria until May 1864 - doin1 escort duty 

Indian that I had been s~nt out there by the Govt.to ~ather up the thence to Fort Ab rcroabie with supply trains anr.t U.S.Mails - atnd 

remains of the Land Office,that I should remain there soae days, elsewhere around the country as circuBs~ances required - Wks de-

ai1d that it was necessary for theru to «O to their several tep·ees tailed or order~d on several occasions to take such nU111ber of Ren 

anrt remain while I and ray young .-.en reraained - started the.-. one at as I needed and scour the country around to watch for maraudinc 

bands of Indians - never co3in« in contact with any,have no hair a time as they har.t come and barte them go - they went. • 
At the Land Office builtiine the safe had been chopped open, brearlth scapes to ehronicle. 

double doors.with axes, - and they were rewarded by findin~ a sin- rn >.'.ay 1864 I received from the Secretary of war authority 

1le five ce~t piece which the officer in his haste to get away had to appear before the military eoraraission at St.Louis,Mo.for exarain-

over looked. Found the records strewn over the floor and in the ation for commission in li coloreti Re1tment there beinft or1anized -

cellar,the covers havin~ been all torn off the books. Among the at- this exatmination was passetl and recoURended as Lst Lieutenant 

d bris were sever l Land Warrants and some thirteen pieces of half- and instruct.;(l to report to the adjutent a.t Benton Barracks for as-
' breed Scrip - as not knowin~ their value they were not taken. After sicnaent - upon presentin °'Y credentials as directed,was infonaett 

1atherin~ the papers to ether into a box,and keepin~ my ~en in full that the Re~t.would not be or1anized unt.il October following - but 

that I would be assi1ned to quarters,and that I could put in the dress,a~ntS and accoutreraents all ni~ht,started on my return as soon 
r 

as l c_o uld !Jee in the morninc, I was several miles away before Mr. ti~e drillin~ recruits and organizin~ a company. 

Indians knew that I ha~ taken ~Y departure r turnin1 to Fort Ripley As my Reftt. the 8th han been order d to cross the plains 

on the evenine of the fifth day. This expedition thouch not much and join G nl.Alfrud Sully in his expedition aiainst the Indian•. 

of itself was sufficient to call for special mention frora the con- 1 pretered the active duty in the field, told the Adjutant when he 

1 ntlant • . wanted rae to forward 1ay coraraission to the 8th Re~t. - and returned 

Ab~ut th ~4th of December 186~ my eoiapany w~s ordered to as fast as rail trains coulrl come,st~yed one ni1ht at home an• re-

move down tp St.Clourl thence out on the Breck~nrid1e road ~nq take joined t~e Re~t.at Fort Ridcely on the evenin1 prior to its final 

station at Alexandria,which was done in mid-winter; upon reachin1 start for the Missouri river • • 

our point of destination had to build barracks for the ~en,and sta- -3-

-~-
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In this caiapai1n we crossed the state 1oin1 up the Minne-

sota river to Bic Stone Lake, thence westward across the Coteaus 

de Prairie and Coteaus de Missouri with the arid plains b tween, 

roachine the Missouri opposite where Fort Rice was located the 

latter part of .June, and for1ain1 connection with Oenl.Sully and 

his fore s N who came up the ri••r by boats, on the 4th of July 

Genl.Sully reviewed his troops and next day started weat. 

Q.ui te a l.~ree party of' e1ai1rants under Capt .Fisk joined 

the campaien here, bound for Montana. 

Pro eeding west until we struck •Heart River• where the 

stock and wa1ons were corralled,tt.e si~k and feble left in caap, 

wi-th tew tJays rations,we_ were star'ted at dayli1ht for a rair.l 

a1a~nst a laree camp of Sioux - located on the e ge of the ha 

lands bord rine the Little Misouri River, - this caRp we tru•k 

the 3rd d y about noon,and what wil l ever appear as most sin~u-

lar, toox the Indians wholly by surprise,althou1h numerous frtish 

signa of Indians had been observed durini the day,and we had 

re.arched with all precautions ,against anabush or surprise, those 

Indians were not aware of our approach until within two miles 

of their canap, - all the Regt.wer disiaounted,havin« 1auzzle 

loadin1 arnas,except my company which hat:i been doinc Cavalry 

duty tor 2 y ars,were an.ed with carbines,and revolvers and 

sabres - forraed in line of battle and were raarchin1 upon them 
\ 

one and a half railes distant frona their camp of ltiOO lod1es at 

the foot of the But-tes or foot hi·lls of the Little Missouri -

then there was co1W10tion in that ca~p, Bucks runnin~ here and 
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there 1atherin1 their ponies,the women 1atherin1 what they cuuld 

carry on their ba~ks into bundles to carry over the hills - when 

the Indians had mounted their horses they tonae• a line betweftn 

• 

us and their camp and seeiaincly intended to 1iv• us sharp contest, 

then coming towards our lines as we went marchinc on until the 

distance between was probably 150 yards,at this point their appar-

ent leKder would ri·de out in advance of his line, waving his banner 

o-f Eaf,-le feathers, t.t:ien wheeling would give instructions to his for-

ces,repeatine his advance to•ard our line,a sharp crac~ was heard 

and he went to the earth - then cowaenced the tumult,each Indian 

' waa his own Co!IWinder ilnrl. eviden'tly wanted to coim&nrt all the rest, 

but all set up the war whoop and connenced to circle us arounc,eiich 

vieing with the other to see which could aa~e the raoat ·noise,tiring 

their 1uns at random and sendin« the arrows froa their bows hi&h up 

in the air hoping perhaps that so~e stray one ai1ht possibly do 

service. 

Soon as the first shot wa~ fired by our ~en, the firing be-

anae 1eneral alone the line,with the batteries sending Shell and 

havoc into their camp. 

The Indians were not aware of the ran1e of our 1u11s,eonse-

Quently were within easy distance and we could see saddle aft~r saq-

dle eiaptyerl,they soon eot a safer distance between and cono.enced to 

circle around us - in watchin1 theta around we saw several hundred 

betweeh us and the horses of the Re1t.whjch,instead Qf bein1 led 

forward a::s w.e advanced,were kept stantiin! where the Regt.disaount-

ed,were now quite a 1aile to the rear- upon this discovery a section 

-5-
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of B ttery under Lt.Harris,anti my company were orqereri to charee 7 
throu~h thea and recover the horses - the battery ~oin« at a full 

I llop,wheeled,unliRbereti and shells were sent with such precission 

that they burst aBitist the thickest crouv,~en and horses were torn 

to pieces, the Indians openeti out to richt and left when lily company 

dashed throu~h anrl brou~ht . the stock to the raain force - meanwhile 

the army moved strai~ht towarris the canav - •s we near~ti I was sent 

with dispatches or ortiers to the Col. (Mcl,aren) co1lal.t1andin~ the left 

wing to wheel to rieht and encircle then.i on that side,as I rode 

towards the Col.his left reached son&e rolling ~rounti, I wi tnessert 

o:r.e of those darine feats of bravery and horsenaanship of' which the 

Inrtilins are noted - three of the soldiers were gain~ up a steep 

hill,while on the other sirte several Intlians were approachin~,neith-

er party coulr. see the other, but our aen were advised by their com-

panions below ~o be on their eµard for the red sKins approachinft, 

both parties came in sight at close ran~e,but the soldiers were 

quickest to deliver fire,anti on~ hostile fell frora his saddle, the 

other Indians wheeline rlisappeared over the ridge,but while the 

soldiers were ·looJ<inf, the ground over two inriians swooped bKck 

side by side and reached down ~~thered their dead companion and 

was back over t.he rif'ige before our raen recovered sufficient to 

1ivc therk a~other shot. 

The Indi~ns eathereti their tie d and woun~ed as they fell 

and carried the~ back into the recesues of the hills an~ thic~ets 

to keep the111 frora fallinr, into the hantis of' the whites,so but few 

we-re left on the battle f'i .elti - there were founti by par.ties sent 

, .. ' • 
torr that purpose 325 dead, sorae in piles o.f ~5 bodies - reports 

heard subsequent aave the list of wounded at 600 - many of whom 

dieti. 

As ni1ht ca1ne on the anay bivouacked upon the field - our 

casualties of the day was one m~n by .the name of Northrop ?f Brack-

etts Batallion killeri, he by an arrow, and several horses sli1htly 

wounded - at ni1ht the Indians appro;ached nea r and kept a continual 

fire of guns anfi arro·Ks until rsornin1. 

After breakfast the followin~ day the work of destroyin1 the 
' 

ca~p con:n.enced,the lod1es were torn down,the dry poles used for 

their support vlaced in piles,then the s&ins,tLe dressed buffalo 

hides,dried meet by the ton,dried berries,in short every thine in 

the amp,which the squaws had not carried in the one load that · they 

carried upon their backs,w~s piled and burnt - this required one 

half day by 500 or 600 men detailed for that duty - all the little 

onveniences .of the wo~en,their toilet ba«s - cooking utensils -

were piled and burned - it was a wholesale rtistruction of property 

- entailine ~ loss to the Indians 1reat as would be the burninc of 

a city after the inhabitants had been driven frora its portals,they 

h-.tJ nothinft left. 

During the destruction of the ca,.p some of' the soldiers found 

two s~ll papooses,th.ese they sat upon a buffalo robe and gave them 

some hard tack,which the little fellows ate with avidity and relish 

- but sor•e o'f' the Indian scout comin& up struck their tomahawks in-

to their brains, sayina as they tiirl so, and for the excuse of' the 

old bloorleri murder that - "Nits Makelice• - Genl.Sull1 had civen 

peci• l orders or instructions that the men i . searchin1 •.Multt lt~ 
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areful of wounded Indians,however but one such was foun9 who soon 

as he knew himself discovered fired at the soldier nearest but 

whether haste or weakness dulled his si1ht hi~ bullet· ~issed its 

mark, not so with the soldiers near who emptied their pieces into 

his prostrate body until he was past all future use.fulness. 

After the camp was effectually dispose.a of the troops com-

roenced their return towards Heart river,and camped some six miles 

distant,here after the pickets had been set f'or the night and most 

of the men had turned in about one hundred savaces dashec throuch 

ene edce of the carap firing and whoopir11{ (they in their approach 

kille9 three men on our post) - evidently more intent upon staa-
• pedinc stock than takinf the ca1•p - Reachin1 the cora.Lll at Heart 

river we were a llowed one days rest - then took course westward 

towards the Yellow Stone river. 

Reachin~ the edfte of the Little Missouri Bad lands went 

into carap for the ni1ht upon a platteau about one hun red •nd twen-
a 

ty fe.et above the bottom of the ullies or wash-outs below - this 

was a diso..al si~ht looking over the town and disrupted waste f'ar 

as the eye coulti reach,nothin,. but points of Buttes so ... e reachin1 

to a line of the eye,others washed away to mere hay cocks in size, 

bu:t always retainin~ the sa1-.e pointed conical shape, throurh this 

labyrinth of peaks,holes,ravines,canyons or whatever narue any o.ne 

. 111ay ~ee fit to call therri,the array of' 4000 11en,with their trains 

and. cattle corartenced its windin1,tortuous way - this throu1h which 
. 

no white sun had ever ventured on foot or horse back,and throu1h 

which but one man,a Blackfoot 1uide,said that he could lead the way. 

-8-
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Satur~ay eve reached the Little Missouri which flows 

throu1h the miadle of this waste ountry,here was founa some 

rose buds and little crass. 

r 

Sun.tay,carap was moved up the streaia,the stock sent out to 

1r»ze,r.yself with six i~en ordered to cross the river and find our 

way up the left bank abreast the movin1 colu1an to watch the ap:- ,. 

proach of any of the enemy that mi1ht be ,near - on this bank the 

bottoras 'Were narrow anti cut out with nuRerous washout or canyons, 

these canyons are washed out of the elay fon.ation leavine the side 

always perpendicular, so that to pass thelll either ha'1 to ~. 0 into 

the bed of the river or hunt some olcl cro~nin1 naatie by Buffalo; 

which would be just wi~e enouch to squeeze a horse throufth after 

the rider had tiisr.ounted,about one iaile up, the bluff o:f the river 

ame flush to the water with perpendicular face - win~in~ bacK anq 

circlinr arounti finally reached the sunait,wh.ere I remained until 

recall was sounded at ca111p,about six p.m.was sc:arcely half way «own 

the cliff when hordes of Indians reach~d the place we had just left, 
} 

th~se collected on the edce anti conaencetf firin~ down into caiap,but 

w~re soon 4riven back fro~ the front by shells sent f'ro~ our bat-

te ries - there Wiis ar¥>nr theu1 en~ lish speakinrr persons who taunted 

u,s with all the vul((arisn.1 their Vc:>Cabulary woulti penait,inforaed 

us that Dhort distance off was collected a :force of 10,000 war-

riors,that we were surrounded on all sines,that they proposed to 

ta~e us ull prisoners,and ..aKe the officers eat the soldiers - they 

also infor111eti us that they h~d a . wh.ite wo1aan ~n their ••iap,and if' 

we wanted her to coae auri 1et her, ( this was foun4 af.terwar~s to 
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~tJ be correct). On Monday co111aencen to 1et out ~r the valley, above 
toe ca1np was found a canyon thirty feetwiG.e, sides perpentiicular 
thirty or to~ty :t'eet hi ch, iaost of the troops we re disiaounted • la0&-
beretJ up and raarched on ei tper side while the train and stock fountt 
its way up the narrow eorge, we hari gone in this way some miles anti 
eraer1ed upon a rollinc pliiiteau borceretl by broken butts and canyons 
all the ~en still umaounted anli flan.Kin~ the coluan wr.en about raid-
day they attacke the advance leti by t,he Inrtian scout)~putting an 
arrow throueh the black foot cui~e who undertook to p~lot us across-
simultaneous hor·es of yelpin~ In i~ns ~ose ~P on all 9ides eliv-
ered their fire then started back,followed by the troops to such a . 

( location that they could ~et 1li11pse of them and fir~, no one eve1· 

knew how many bit the dust that day. none of the troops were hit. 

The column kept on its stew.dy march and all tiay 10111, we 
• 

practiced with rifle anti cun upon the hords hoverinr= a.Lroun , as we 
proceetie4 west the country crtiLdually baeaiae iaore even, the n.en re-
t ounteli 1~ve the ene11&y raore work. to keep away fro1• reach of our 
1u11s, while raarchinr, and fichtin~ an elk. woulti sprin1 up here anti 
there and start to run a cauntlett between the two corabattants -
an an~ilope coming near where I stooq recieveri a eath wounc fro~ 
ray revolver and passed nown into a deep ravin~,wishin~ tp secure 
th~ 1a~e,dis~ounteri and rushed down after an~ finishe it at the 
bottora, upon Ara11in1 it up the hillside saw three In•iana makin1 
4own the valley for ray scalp - but 01ae of 111y co~pany ran :t'orwarf.I 
and took Mr.Lo on the t.urn - and ertt the~ back out of ranee. 

1. 

, 

I/ 
• 1 

Genl.Sully havin1 :foun-t a snall pond went ir1to ••1•p ana the 
. . recall was sounlllell,the advance,which was a 1aile or morv 4istant 

startec back, soon as we turnfMI our backs• the In•ians set up a hur-

rah and startec for us ... fo llowin1 until we hal te4 tor the ca111p 

then encircled up at ~ saf.e distance a~n1 the Buttes and broAen 
rid~es - in this position 11icht ca~e on, the ca~p was in the lowest 
1round in the vicinity as the botto~ of a lar1e bowl. After the 
•upper hatl been 4isposed or iind the stock picketed for t the ni1ht 
the troops were place~ in complete circuit,~are bein1 taken not to 
cet quite to the top of, or upper e~ce, th.en in advance some ten 
y rds were pickets of two or three at wider intervals,thus the men 
slept with their ar11s ready for any attack. which 1•i1ht be naade dur-
ine the nirht or early 1.arnin~ - but every thing reiaained qui6t, 

not even a c yoto was hear• 9urinc ~he still hours - bQt Mr.Re•s 
were there just a when we went to be4, r r ther to 1roun4,1rass 
bein1 a very searce artiele in that re1ion,havin1 been completely 
4evoure4 by the crasshopper - ~n4 sogn as they saw a1~ life abroa4 
co ... encec their y~lls and whoops an• firin1 their ran~om shots. 

ftesurain1 our raarch in the iaernin1 seon earae ·to t.he 1roun .. 
on which the Intlians had bivouack.ett for some days previous, ant say 
they were in caBp for they were wholy tentlesn. The Inaians xeep-
in& aloof r.rom us - an soon 4isappearin1 in the hills towarcs the 
Mi•s,ouri riYer. 

Rations became low anc impossibility of overhaulin1 them 
amona the hills. 

Oenl.Sully Aept cirect to~6lr'1s the Yellow Stone. river,where 
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he expect., to . meet supplies on stea~ boats,an« when we ar.rivee sev-
/3 

consultation with the Col.of the Re1t. I wrote to St.Louis,•eclin-

eral 4ays later,when our last har tack had been issue• -~ The tnr the eonoission. 

1rass of the plains havin~ been eaten by the Lo.cu~ts,oµr atock was I ac•epted the one form the Governor,which woul4 still xeep 

in sad con•ition,many dyi,n ~ach da1 on the mar.ch - ar~ivin1 at the 1ae with iay •oiarades - iLnft was mustered as Ist Lieut. in the 8th Re1t .. 

secon• platteau of the river about two p.m.the sto•k was sent into . ' . Minn.,Vol.to date from Septeaber !st 1864 - by Chas.B.Atchison Capt~ 

the bottoias for rushes an rose bues - t~is bottom was full of 1aae and A. A. o. C Asst. Co1asy. of musters. 

of all kin4s criven there for too ,an~ soon as the men cot fairly Upon arrivin~ at Murfreesborouch - went into caap at or 

in the brush there cornenceli a fusi'llade equal to a small battle, near the spot where the 3• Minnesota Re~t.had surrendered. 

It was then the rainy season anri carapin was excee~in1ly 

river- Buffalos,Elk,Blac.k-tail •eer - &.ntelope,B~».rs anc wolves uncomfortable - we had been there hut a rew days when I was de-

were seen runninft for dear life,while qµite a nunber were broucht t~ile4 to co,with a detachment of twenty ra n,and sixteen Govt.six 

into caap. mule tea1.s, fourteen ni les into the country for foraee - leavinc 

Cros~ine the Yellow Stone anc our i~tions replenishe4 the , Murfreesborouch in the iaornin~ arrivett at our riestination,a fan111 

e 1111.an proceed ti.own th.e mou.th ~n' forded the Missouri at Fort in the woods, in tin1e to load up with fodder ~c ready :for return-

Union- Frora here we started on our re~urn for the settlen nts ~ ar- in~ in the raornin~, the men bi vou-.cxed au1onr! the cetiars, on th1 s oc-

rivinc at Fort Snellinft lii.te in,, the Fall - where we round or.ters to casion my couch was a hu~c flat rock with a piece of woo for a 

i~ediately start for Nashville,Tenn. pillow anrt only coverin~ ~y overcoat. 

J,eavine Fort Snellint: vre proceetletl to La Crosse,Wis., by Th ni ht was quite frosty anti colti ,but ni•naeefi to obtain 

stea~boat,then took cars for Chicago - and the South - reiaaine• in sorae sleep by keepine- a s11ia 11 fir ii t n.y feet,• long as uay feet 

Louisville Ky.several days awaitin1 transportation - vr~ reached were wan. could s .leep but would awaken whe n the fire burned out 

Nashvj.lle,anti from th~re W'as orrtered to· Fortrtiss Rosencrans near an~ ~Y feet ot cold. 
' 

Murtreesborou«h· Next 1110rninft when ~bout six or seven wiles from the Fort - · 

When w~ returned t.o Fort Rice in September a'-ong the iaail ress was accosteti by a coloretf wo1aan crouchin~ in the fence corn~r, 

I tounli an or.der frora Benton Ba·rrack to report for duty ,also a cora- upon approachin« her,she saiti •Massa you arc in dancer the Rebels 

mission from the Gov~rnor of the State of Minn., aa Lieut.in the are in the woods over ~ hill•~pointine in the direction of sone 

company to which I hati been attachea for the parst tw.o ye.ara - upen hirhland probably one mile ~istant - •an( there are two rebel offi-
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.. 
cers in the house you have just passed•- upon questioning her elose-

ly was satisfied her tale was true, she in the meantime requesti11~ 

that I shouln not eive her away by tellins where I got the infon11a-

tion. 

Havin1 passed the house some eighty roris anri a cornfield 

intervenin~, the caravan was halted, a seraeant with.six raen sent 

throu~h the field to surround the house, while I galloped baek on 

the roart to the front of the mansion, hitched ray horse to a ftate-

post and kno ked at the door, - a lady of mature years appeared in 

answer to the su.w.ons. afte~ passing the corapliments of the day, 

she invited me to enter; the dinner aeal being on the table she 

presseti me to be seated and partake, excusin1 rnyse lf froia her prof-

fered ho5pitality requested that if there were any 1entle~en in the 

house I would be pleased to interview theru, she declared there was 
\ 

not a raale person on her premises,·save some old negroes in their 

cabins. 

The serr:eant and his file of men then surrounded the house, 

and I inforroeti the la~y that as I had good reasons for supposinc 

there were eonfederate officers in the house,it would be ray unpleas-

ant duty to search if they were not produced - It came suddenly to 

her recollec:tion that there were two gentler.en in the room across 

the hall,that she would ~o in and see the~, they were sick and did-

•nt wish to be disturbed,and if they were willin~ to be interviewed 

it wouln be all rif,ht; followin~ her to the door as she entered the 

roora, which was dark beinft" doubly curtained, I ordered h,er to raise 

the curtains.she complied but partially,but lettinft in sufficient 

light to take in the situation,after a preerapto.ry ortter to raise 
-14-
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the curtains anfi leave thera up,she coiapliP.d; calling my 111en to en-

ter the buildins I walked into the room where two «entle~en were 

comfortably quartererl,one was sittin~ by the fireplace busily des-
t 

troyinft a memorandum book, the other reclininft upon a loun1e,and in 

a chair near him was piled six revolvers of different patterns, 

these little playthin~s were t·aken possession of first, then infona-

ed the r,ents that they were prisoners,thereupon they signifielf 

their consent and asked to be paroled - that little formality hav-

ing been discontinued by our people,the pn:>positien was respect-

fully declined and they were told to et re~dy for a t1·ip to head-

quaters,after soRe talk with the land-lady, she h~d her Phaeton 

broutfht arountl anri offered to drive in with Capt. Butler who was 

sufferinr.- frona rheun.atism, the oth~r taking passar,e in one of our 
. 

wacons - ~rrivin~ at hearj-quarters the two were deliverPtf to the 

provost Marshal,they \Yere subsequently forwarderi to Kelly's lslanrl 

in Lake Erie for rest.at which point they renaained until the sur-

render of Genl.Lee and the confederate army,and this unpleasant-

ness terminated. 

Capt.Butler after his return called upon ~nd invited ~e to 

his hor•e to dine, but w~s on the point of' l eaving for the north •n'1 

had to decline. 

Shortly after the confederates uhder Genls.Hood ~nri Forrest 

appeared in force near Fortress (1'osencrar1z) their first at:Jsault 

was made on a Block house at Overalls creek, Dee.4th,1864,five 

~iles t wards N~shville. The 8th Re1t.and two others unner Genl. 

Milroy were orderen out to drive them off - in this affair ray Hect. 
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was uncer real 1enuine fire for the first ti1ae,where we hac shells fell bac~ in c9nfusi n their Col.havin1 been killec - we were or-
LVt, to cotll1e,1rape anti canister nd 1aus.k.etry to face; after a short con- «ere.a to lay •own,while it wa~ bein1 refor~eti,on our richt was an 

test the attackina party was tJriven fro111. the fiel4. Illinois Re1t.nuraberine only :d40 men, but they were reliable. This 

On the 7th Dec.,1864 the Rebel forces under H90 and Fer- position of l~in& on the 1rounat,especially as it was slopin1 tew-

.· 
rest a1ain appeared n ar the Fortress and the 8th with two other 

' 
arfi the eneJeY,they havin1 !'air view of' us,becaae monotonous in a 

Rects.under Milroy was aeain sent forth to ~ive them battle,they very short time,our n.en receivinc 111.ortiiil,a1:1i slichter wounds t1.ll 

had s l ecteri a ri ~e in the ti111.ber for their stancinrt point soi•• alone the line. My Co. •K•.whose position when haltett was ftireet-

three lllles fro111. our works,ann recte~ temporary brestworks,then a ly acress the turn-pike and receivine full benefit of 1rape anc 

4etaehment under Forrest mad a etour of several miles crossinc canister froa their batt.ery;bein& in eo .anti of the co pany at this 

Stone River above anti approachinft the works fron1 a11uther quarter, time,to save 'Cay raen fro1a this distructive fire,had to couble them 

as our cohlaand filec out of the Fortress ,on the same sitie they fell back, so t hat about .one-half o·r the coap~ny lay in a line down or 
-back,we followinft,they recrossed the river,turncd to the richt and paralel to the road - not bein1 born with natural bravery in ... y 

followefi ff.own the left ba_nK,so that they p•ssed. in full view of the composition - soon felt that to remain in that prostrate po3ition 

1arrison finally leatiin~ us to their works,hieden by "' lar e corn- I would 1ive out,and believin& that chances of beinft hit in a stan~-

field - Milroy was not ~eceiverj i n to pushin« throu~h that little inc position woul4 be re uce .,re1aine y teet,it was probably well 
' trap,but,after ~ careful reconnoissance,4urinft which he haq a horse for our 1oofi stanffing that I tfi.t so,•us a portion of our company, 

I ~illed under him,aar~hert us by the ri1ht flank probably one-h•lf or youn1 boys - the last recruits,were startine for the rear,or rather 
threequarters of a aile,the11 filerj to the left and refonae~ his bat• preparin1 to •o so - this notion was soen put out of their heads, 

tle line across the piKe,this woul4 flank their works,and starte• anti their attention turnelli to the f.'oe,we were then rtlere« to fire 
for theR, in 111akin~ the !'lank n.oveaent Hood evitiently thou~ht Milroy ~rom ur positions on the 1round,this helpe4 us uch,as the smoke 

ha~ liven up the chase an started for the Fort,h~d his artillery partially hi_. us from their Yiew,anct 1ave coura1e to the ••en - the 
a vance~ alonft the roa~ paralell to us,so that when we crossed it, bullets were hizzin~ past ae in quicK succession. Lt.Col.ftoc1ers 

• were in short riiin~e of the c:annon,here Milroy hart another horse kil- e111Mn.tin1 the Re1t.sat his horse about fifty feet to 1ay rear,he 
le• under hi1 - as we advanced they fell back to their stancine was a tareet fer then• to practice at, I be11ett of him permission to 

... 
point in the tiaber,to reach this we had an open fiel4 to cross, take my company across the hollow te the timber,he 1ave the orcer 
then,a ravine or hollow. The Re1t.011 our left a new one fro1k Ohio, "The twe left coiapanies acvance to the tia.ber" .. My ortlers repeat-

-.16- ... 17-
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ed to the men were, •men 1et up and dash for the ti~ber,• they 

s&raiabled to their feet and as they did so I 1ave a veritable war 

hoop, this was i11nediately taken up by the wh le line, and instead 

~· • 

of' two left cou.1ptinies, the whole eolmllind rushed wildly across~~hoov7 

and yellin« like so many rerl deraons frora the plains. 

Havin~ been halted ~t the bottom or lower side of the P-

!Josite ridge. I went up a fallen tree layin1 in such a position 
e 

that by walkin~ to the butt could see their movements, upon this 

I dis overed they were retreating, and reportint, it to the Col. h•e 

rave the o~der to advance t this was his last order, a Rebe 1 bullet 
' 

strikin« him. shatterin« hts ana; upon reachin~ the su1arui t we.- dis-

covered the~ in full retreat, the artillerists were hitchin~ their 

horses to the ~uns, about one-hun~rect yards away. 

I ordered iay Den to kill the horses. this they accoraplished 

and the ~unners had to depart le~vinft two guns, to fall into our 

hands - ~'e passed throu~h to the farther side o:f the tiraber and 

were a1ain haulted, havint! takeu 3:G5 prison~rs, art:ollft whona were 

several offi~ers - who were started to the fort. 

~ In tl1is en~a~ement we had 96 raen hit. 13 of whom were kill-

ed or died frora wounds soon •fter. 

In ray COJ¥pJ.ny '~as f'll youn Irish I.ad frorra Dakota Co. who ht.Lr! 

contracted the varioloi~ ~nd had been sent to the sm.all-~ox hospit-

al about one week previous. tow~rd the 1ast of battle (of course it 
. was rainine), who should appe~r but t~is man, ' his face all in red 

blotehes, vrith his 1un and accou.trei.ents; upon questionint hil•, 

four.rt t.ha t when he heard the rurapus eo11nence, he ran away fror. the 

-is .... 

) 

. . I 

h spital, arae to his tent procured his Sprin1field rifle and fol-

lowed the din of battle until he overtook us - it is needless to 

say that his absence w~s preferable to his company, and was order-

ed back to the hospital. 

Returnin~ re~ched the Fortress near dark - •s we filed in~ 

to the enclosure the streets on either side were lined with the 

troops who had heard, but not seen, the t'un as they called it, and 

as th 8th passed by a hurrah :for the Indian fighters went up. that 

made us feel prourl, but they little knew th~t we had ·r«ther fi&ht 
.(!_, Indians a whole ye~r than those Rebels on~hour. 

We were short of rations in the Fortress and h~ri to procure 

a subsistance fron1 the corn fields and suaoke houses of the adjoin-

in« country, a train of provisions w~s st~rted from Chatanoo~a for 

us, but four or five miles out the Rebs capturen the whole thinc,by 

taki1~ out one or two rails in a twelve foot cut, the en~ine was 

wrecked, and as the escort fileri out of the cars foun~, themselves 

overe~ by Rebel ~uns, and had nothin~ to do but surre11der - by the 

til'tle news reached us and a coRn&and arrived at the spot they h.._rl car_ 

ried all away - lt:avin~ Q few hard tack scattered on the 1round .... 

after follo\fing thera se\•eral l'tliles found the prospect of recaptur-
. . 

in~ the provisions poor, satisfi~d ourselves by fillin~ the waeons 

with corn, ant! such material as ";as to be found in the smo.ke houses 
. 

of the neighborinr «entry - •nd returnin to our camps • 

On the 16th o:f December they again appeared in force near 

us, but would not stand for a fi1ht when our people sallied forth 

under, the &allant olrl brave. Milroy. 
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At this date the ltith Dec:eniber 18ti4 while stantting at an 

embrasu re with 1~ company awaitin~ the ex~ecte~ attac~, I was or-

dererf to turn 11y co~nrt over to Lieut. Helsper and report to Genl. 

H.P.Van Cleve, COIWWiinriing Fortress Rosencranz. 

Upon· reportion,. founti him 110unteti, in company with Genl. 

R useau anti others, and was inforn~erl as he was in need of iin A. D. C. 

he had selecten ~e for that position, - I becfteq. not to be so de-

tailed, not wishir1g to be severert from ray comrades, but it was of 

no use, I was directed to co up to head-quarters and tell Ser1eant 

•••••••••• to furnish ae a horse and report back to him, this I did, 

with many i.is~ivin~s, and 'Kas soon i.ounteti, booted ii.nli spurred, rid-

• ine throuft"h the mud - I reraaincti in the position of A.n.c. until 

the close of the war and the muster out of the Reiirnent in July 

1865. 

Durin~ this ti1ae I had to raake several excursion~ into the 

country surroundin~ Murfreesborough, in ~earch of Bushwha~kers,Ouer_ 

rillas "ntl horse thieves, but never succeeder! in capturinl! any 

thin~ but two horse thieves. 

During th~ Suw.er of 18t34 I hati been notifietJ by the Hon. 

Alex. Raasey the n U.S. Senator at Washincton, that I would be nomi-

nated by hirn a:ii Payraaster upon the first vacancy; followinc this 

March 5th, 1865 my name waa sent to the Presitlent for that pesi tion, ~ . 
the •o.~ission was issueti and my appointment confinaerl on the gth 

of March by the u.s. Sen~tor. 

The 8th Reet. havin~ 1one to the South to join Genl.Sher-

l'lllns forces, the co1nisf'ion was sent to Newberry s. c. - \lfhen it 

J 
( . 

I , ~ ~ 

reaehe~ there some personal friend put it away ae carefully that 

it fai lert to coroe to the ~urface - writing to Senator Ra1asey these 

facts, he caused a duplic•te to be ma~e an~ forwarded to Murfrees-

boroueh, but as time went by, and Genl.Grant had kuocJced Genl.Lee 

out of the rine, the war was entied 14?1~ was 1austered out as pay-

1.ister without havine received any of' the en-torse1Dents of the ef-

:fic:e. 

~eturininc reached home July 31st, 1805 - having served 

three years less fourteen •ays • 
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Benjamin w. Brunson, &on of Rev. Alfred Brunson, of Prairie 

du Chien, was born in Detroit, Michigan, May 6, fa20. • He came 

with his parents to Prairie du Chien in 1835. He purchased an ' . . • 
interest in the Chippewa Falls mills in 18-i--i-, and in 184-7 ea1ue to 

St.Paul ~nd assisten in surveying the first town plat. He laid 

out what was known as •Brunson's ~ddition.• He was a repre·· 

sentative in the first and second territorial legislatures. He 

served three years during the Civil War as a member of Co1Lpany K, 

Eighth Minnesota Infantry, first as a private, then as an orrterly 

sergeant, and l~ter as first lieutenant. He has followed sur-

veying·many years, and has held several responsible positions. He . 
was married in the fall of 18-i-g to Jane Shewit at Prairie du Chien, 

I 

Wisconsin, and has two sons and one daughter. 
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