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The Story of Mimnnie (Wilhelma ) Busse.

Minnie was the 10-year old daughater of Gottfried Busse who brought
his family from Wiscomsim and settled at :iiddle Creek (near preseat

Redwood Falls) in 1862. He did mot get alomg well with the Imdianms

and was norézgess in terror of taem, amd had expressed a fear taat

they would kill kRim. Om the moraimg of August the 18th, tae som August
was seat to & meighbors om am errand, and quickly returming related
that tae family had all beem killed and the wodies lay awout the yarad.
All was comfusiom and Busse took his family into the corafield where
they were pProbably safe. But when a band of waooping Imdiams came |
round the cormer of the rield he became excited and leaving his kiding
bPlace started for the woods followed by the family. He had a child im
Ris armsand the wife amother, followed wy August, Mimnie and Amelis.
They were overtaken amd the father, mother amd the two imfants were
8hot to death, amd the Others takem prisomers. From aere tae story is
told »y Mimmie:

"Waen the folks were shot dowm I expected to be killed amd If shut
my eyes 1o keep out the ®wloody sight and awaited my fate. An old Imdian
came and took hold of me amd said I was mot to ®e kxilled. They also
had August and Amelia. He t0old me to come alomg dut I refused to &0
urtil I had seea that my pareats were really dead, This ae allowed me
to do and I then followsd mot caring whether I lived or died. We were
taken to the Indiam camp where there were mamny others. I was told to
keep out of sight as the other Imdiams might kill me. This Iadianm's
family comsisted of ome wWife and am Older WOomam WRO may also have been
Ais wife, mamy Imdians have more tham one. Then there was a well growa
€irl and a woy awout my age, who delighted in telling me the Imdians
were goimg to kill me. The mother protected me but whem she was gome

they made 1ife miserawle. I never will forget ny feelings when the goods
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of our family and Reighbors was seen there. One day the youmg wife Lake we Reard the cammon and the old squaw would Jump up at every

shot c *Akicita9 that is s ers w .
appeared wearimng my mother's dress. I suppose she wanted me to see e R Wy TiHeTwl R s + D SN e terrisly scared

The Xt the soldiers came in s t th :
how nice she 1ooked im white folks clothes, wut it was 100 much, I - e e - R Sight, and . stgrs on, W rlag‘s

w w ] 8 of veéen. ¢
broke down amd cried heartily, so she aever put them om again. Our °re 88 Welcome as the stars of heaven Thon Gen. Sisley came imto by

amp us over. we were e w
OXeén were im the camp amd August was compelled to dArive them, and . aRmd looked us over. Soom . 81l placed im wagons ama taxea to

care for them. After a few days we were all put im the wagors anmd S8t. Peter. Ome of the saddest scemes of my life was the visit of People

a wild procession started across tae Prairie up the river, éiO running trying to find their relatives or friemds. Many were reclaimed »ut otaeprs

and all shoutimg and yelling t111 we came to & mew camping place. Several sadly dseparted alome amd im tears. This was in strange contrast to those

Ww
WROo Rad foumd,liviang relatives whom they had weem t0ld were xilled.

times we moved up the river ia the same wild mamner. Waea other Indianms

ceme awout I was compelled to lie dowm amd be covered wita ®lamkets. UL we Rad 10 Ome to come to us. Amd after a time we were givem over to

On ome of these moves there was a cute 1ittle €irl im our wagon, who & Ran wWkho lived mear Hutchinson, who worked us Rearly to death and kept

could omly tell that her mame was Hemriatta. As we were going alomg 81l the momey semt us for our losses. I thimk less of aAim tham my Indian
She suddemly cried "Way, there is Lowis*. I called to Louis (Kitzmax) captars Who tBeated us much better."
to come amd see if ke knew mer. He said "*Yes, that is my 1ittle cousinm
Hemrietta Krieger' Her fataer and mother had beem left for dead wut the
mother recovered. Other members of aer family fled to the fort. We had
to eat what ever the Imdiams Aid, amd without salt, and to sleep im our
clotaes or the groumd. All was Airty amd so disgusting, and I told
August I was going to rum away. He said if I left the camp I would
Surely be killed, amd that €en. Sibley amd humdreds of soldiers would
soom set us free.I found mamny of the POOPle WRO belonged to the @erman
Evangelical church where I went to~8gnday School, and taey told me of
the murder of our preacher Rev.,8eder, amd our superintemdeat Gottlied
Mannweiler, amd of mamy im their owa families. On, ;t was a doleful
tale of morrors. Ome day I found my father's aymm »ook amd I tried to
sing the 0ld aymn:
How tedious and tasteless the hours
Waen Jesus no lomger I see, etc.
but I »roke down amd could not simg a word for crying. After several

mOVes wWe SQQE came to a large camp where all the Indiams had assembled

as the soldiers were Coming up the river. During the wattlie of Wood
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