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TBE llORQAK llBS8E1'GER 
H. B. WSST, Editor 

Morgan, lllnn. 
July 8~ , 19c3 

i:innesota Tourist Bureau, 
Indian l!assacre Story Contest, 
St. Paul, 1.:innosota. 

Gcntlc:mEJn: 

As a descendent of eyewitnesses of' the 1ndian ~:as sacre of 1862 1 1 am subr.1i tting a story concerning an incident of the l:assacre for the state wide contest to secure additional facts 011 the Indian Outbreak. 
The narratiYe is entitled, '' A Lad~s Version of Chief Little Crow" and deals with the experiences of August Gluth, a 12 yE:lar old boy captured by the Indians. I l:nt\'T Lr . Gluth for thirty years and often talked Tiith him about his experiences ~nd other incidents connected ~ith the l!assacro and believe t his story fairly presents them. Also herewith is a ctatenent from his brother, Henry Gluth of l.~or.r;a11i! l.Iinnesota . 
Ey erandparents , 1.:r . and 1.lrs . F. H. Gibbs , settled at Kew Auburn , Sibley county, before the r.:assacre . About 25 years later I was born in their lo~ house, from Yrhich they had been frir.htenec1 away temporarily by Indians in 1862. 
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Yours truly, 



• < 

l:or.san, :. i:nnesota , 

July '?8 , 1933 
To ·::hom It Lay Concern : 

The Indian I:assacre narrative written b;y H. B. '.7est 

entitled " ! Lad ' s Version of Chief Little Crow" concerning 

the experiences of' I!!~{ brother, Aueust Gluth, is substantial l y 

correct es I heard rny brother and parents often tell . 

I ~-ras six years old c:i,t the tine of' the l:asse.cre and was 

wovndecl in the ne:ek br an Indian clurin.::; an attc.ck on the 

settler.'.lent of' New Ulm, Yrhere our fe,mily bud e.:one for pro-

tection. 

Yours sincerely, 

ENCLOSURE 
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A LAD'S VFRSIOn OF CHIEF LITTLr CROW 

Taken capti ve by Indis.ns durint_: the ~·ioux Ot.tbreak in 1862, 

\'loundecl in th.e scalp b".- a tomu~.ha"rl ..... ,_,~. " b tt v ·~ __ a r·ave was about to scalp 

him but saved fron this cruel f'ate b~ the conL11anc.1. of Chief' Little 

Crow , B.nci forced into slavery by Chief' Little Crow's band for 

e,bout five weeks of' the :.:assn.ere , was the ter!'ifyint; experience 

of a twelve year old lad, August Gluth, who spent ~ost of his 

adult life at i.:organ, 2.:1nnesota , and died last UoTet'.!ber at t.he 

ace of 88 ~ears . 

During those fateful weeks , \'rhile Aur:;ust served as a hostler 

for Chi of Lj_ ttle Crow, he suffered srea t ha,rdships a,nG. son'!etines 

for days at a tine Has forced to live on wild berries . 

Often he had cautiously crawled on his hands and knees throurh 

the r.rass and brush to reach sone berries to eat , at the peril 

of' his life , in case his absence f'rom the camp had been noted , 

or the ~ovinf object in the erass been ~etectcd . 

The lad tried. to escape three times . '11""e ~1· 1,ct ti· '!"'l h _ -.1. ... J • ..._, .... e e v·as 

eivine a ITarning. The Eecond time was when he receiTcd a scalp 

injury as an Indian 1rao about to scalp hin, only to be c cterrer.1. 

by Chief Little Crov1, himself' . Ee r;as , hotrever , Goleil'.nly \7arneG. 

that he rrould be killed if he tried to escape aeain . It ~as near 

the close or~ t1'_1e · th t A t ·th t --2.ssacre - u ucus , r•1 _ no other ~'ovn.:- bo~,·s , 

succeeded in c;ettine D,vray . Tv:o India,ns r1ith ponif's were close 

on tl1eir trail near a slough uhen a ~roup of three or four 

soldiers on horseback cane into view and saved them. 

Aur;ust Gluth vre..s e,n irru:1ir;rant boy .from Gerr.1any. Hie narents 

settled on a farm in J~ilford township , Brown county, a. fe\1 nil 8 s 
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A LAD' s VERE'IOH OF CHII: p LIT'.:.'LI cno.: 

west of New Ulc. There were several children. The fanily ~as in 

very poor circu.mstances and the winter of 1S61 had been a severe 

· one r7i th them. The next stur.ri.er an opportunity came for 1:..u f u.st to 

herd cattle fort y Diles up the i.inne sota Valley, near Beaver FG',lls . 

Thou .. r:h such a YOU11f.'. lad, he vrent to his cattle job courar-eously, 

never dreaninc of the fate that soon awaited hie. 

In a few ueeks the Lc:>,s sacre started, v;i t li out \varninr;. One hot 

Aueust day, as the lad r ested lazily on his pony, half awake , 

half dreamin[;, th0re rras a commotion 11hich brou[!ht fear into 

hi s heart . A band of Sioux Indians swept up , took the herd by 

storm, anc~ ne.de the herdsboy their captive . Several others Yie re 

taker: i n this raid . 

Until that fateful cla~r , Indians had been an object of curiov..s 

interest to .Lucust Gluth. Tho boy was intrir;ued. b~r their habits 

e.nd custo~s and peculiar dress • He hacl learned sone of' their 

language, \'1hi ch he later acquired qui· te full v t · . ,, as a. ca.p ive . 

Durinp: the tcrri ble \7eekfl tl~a t :followed t:re younG captive 

s lave heard gloTiinc reports made to Chie f Little Crow of the 

pitiful pl i~ht of' the Yrh ite settlers e.nd of the mutilation o:f 

many s core of them . Thcj_r shouts and dances of jubilation were 

horrible night~aroe to him· He often sa~ captive women and 

children treated cruelly. 

· His experie·"cos in Chief' Little CroiT's car.1p f,ave thin alert 

young boy a closeup of tI'.e farious India,,_ Chief' \1t.ich belies the 

romantic mantles r;hich sor.ie historians throri around his shoulders. 

~hile he cpared his lif'e, AUGUst 's version was that Chief 

Litt le Crc\7 was a murd.orous killer and a cruel :master. 1:·hile he 

ENCLOSURE 
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A LAD'S V'~RSI0~ OF CHIEF LITTLE CROW 

urged his sub-chief's into ~aring exploits, and cursed them for 

their failures, he had not the courage to endanger himself very 

much. He was also vain t::.lorious and a r.reat showrian. Ho rre:atly 
. 

enjoyed bedeckin .~ himself in the colorful re~alia which only a 

chief could don, and he relished· the obeisance 1rhich the sub-chief's 

and his retinue shoued him. He al\vays ha.d a string of ponies of' 

strikj_ng appearance, and insisted upon having then well e;roor.1ed. 

It was this streak of vanity on the part of Chief Little Crow 

to which the herdsboy :may have owed his lif'c. The Indian bovs 
" 

were too lazy and indifferent as hostlers to satisfy the 6hief. 

However, shortly after bein~ taken to Chief' Little Crow's 

camp, r;hich was movec.1 a few times, Aur;ust Gluth had some added 

duties vrhich may have tJ.ade hin a valuable lad to he,ve a.round. 

The Indians I'..e,d trouble handling ox teaos, \Vhich they took fron 

vrhi te settlers. The oxen did not ·like tf:eir dress , nor shouts, 

nor "smell" and cost of them clid not behaTe t: rrell under their 

care but youn.s Gluth e.no_ a couple of' other youni::: boys knou hor. 

to handle them. There were no wh~te men in camp. 

!ur;ust Gluth had a 22 year old brother, John, shot to dee.th 

by Indians near the Redwood Ar,ency. His parents had their 

buildings burned and they escaped to New Ulra for protection. 

A buildinz they were in was set on fire by Indians and as the 

Defenders soucht safety in another building Een~y Gluth, a six 

year old brother of' Aurust, was rrounded. He is living at rorpan, 

I: innosota. Another brother, Fred, was killecl in tlle Union e.rny. 

An uncle and aunt of' J.ir . Gluth li vir.g at Fairfax are the only 

knovm surTivors of the Battle of' Fort Rideely. 
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A LAD ' S VERSION OF CHIEF LITTLF CROW 

After the 1~assacre August Gluth helped governr.ient solcli ers 

identify nany Sioux Leaders Yfho he.d been associated with Chief' 

Litrle Crow, that they night be courtnartialed. 

Last sUF..r.ier vrhile sitting in front of' the r,eneral mercanti l e 

store at J.~orr,an, O'\med by his son, Jchn Gluth, Au.~ust Gluth f'ound 

his watch had stopped . He ~esired to set t11e tine- piece and in-

quired the time . He found that the watches of' hi s f ri ends vari ed 

by several ninutes. One of' them remarked that a f'ew ninutes 

shouldn't nake nuch difference to Aur,ust , anyway . He replied 

that , nFive minutes don t t mean nuch to ne now, but a split 

second saved :r:iy life seventy years aco this su....:1!'.!er . " 

ENCLOSURE 
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Taken captive by Indians during the Sioux Outbreak in 1862, 

wounded in the scalp by a tomahawk as a ttbrave" was about to scalp him 

but saved from this cruel fate by the oomma.nd of Chief Little Crow, and 

fcrced into slavery by Chief Little Crow's band for about five weeks of 

th~ !lassaore, was the terrifying experience of a twelve year old lad, 

August Gluth, who spent most of his adult life at Morgan, Minr..esota, 

and died last November at the age of 82 years. 

During those fateful weeks, while August servod as a hostler 

for Chief Little Crow, he suffered great hardships and sometimes for 

days at a time was forced to live on wild berries. 

Often he had cautiously crawled on his hands and kneea through 

the grass and brush to reach so~ berries to eat, at the peril of his 

life, in case his absence from the camp had been noted, or the moving 

object in the grass been detected. 

The lad tried to esoape three times. The first time he was giving 

a warning. The second time was when he received a scalp injury as an 

Indian lva.s about to scalp him, only to be deterred by Chief Little Crow, 

hiI!lSelf. Ho was, however, solemnly warned that he would be killed if he 

tried to escape again. It was near the close of the lh.ssacra that August, 

with two other toung boys, succeeded in getting a~y. Two Indians with 

ponies were close on their trail near a slough when a group of three or 

four soldiers on horseback ca100 into view and aavod them. 

August Gluth was an immigrant boy from Gernany. His parents 

cettlednon a farm in Milford township, Bro-.vn county, a few milea west of 

New Ulm. There were several childreno The family was in very poor circum-

stanoes and the winter of 1861 had been a severe one with them. The next 
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1. 

Taken captiTe by Indians during the Sioux Outbreak in 1862, 

wounded in the scalp by a tomahawk a1 a "brave" was about to scalp him 

but saved from this cruel fate by the oommand of Chief Little Crow, and 

£creed into slavery by Chief Little Crow•a band for about five weeka of 

the Ma1saore, was the terrifying experience of a twelve year old lad, 

Aucuat Gluth, who spent most of his adult life at Morgan, Minnesota, 

and died last November at the age of 82 years. 

During those fateful weeks, while August servod as a hostler 

for Chier Little Crow, he auf'fered great hardships and sometimes for 

days at a time was forced to live on wild berries. 

Often he had cautiously crawled on his hand1 and knees through 

the grass and bru1h to reach some berries to eat, at the peril of his 

life, in case his absence from the camp had been noted, or the movillg 

object in the grass been detected. 

The lad tried to esoape three times. The f irat time he was giving 

a warning. The second time was when he received a scalp intlury a.a an 

Indian was about to scalp him, only to be deterred by Chief Little Crow, 

himself. He wa.1, however, 1olemnly warned that he would be killed if he 

tried to eacape again. It was near the close of the Massacre that August, 

with two other toung boya, .succeeded in getting ·~· Two Indians with 

ponie1 were cloae on their trail near a slough when a group of three or 

four soldier• on horseback came into view and saved them. 

Auguat Gluth was an i.U.grant boy from Gernany. His parents 

cettled1~on a farm in Milford township, Brown county, a few mile1 west or 
New Ulm. There were 1everal ohildrenQ The faJJLily was in very poor ciroum-

stances and the winter of 1861 had been a seYere one with them. The next 
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A LAD'S VERSION OF CHIEF LITTLE CROW 

sunnoor an opportunity oa:me for August t~ herd cattle forty miles up 

the 1linnesota Valley, near Beaver Falls. Though such a young lad, he 

went to his cattle job courageously, never dreaming of the fate that 

soon awaited him. 

In a few weeks whe ~kssacro started, without warning. One hot 

August day~ as the lad rested lazily on his pony, half awake. half dream-

ing, there 'ms a conunotion which brought f 6ar into his heart, Abband of 

Sioux Indians swept up, took the herd by storm, and made the herdsboy 

thei~ captive. Several others were taken in this raid, 

Until that fateful d~y, Indians had bcPn an object of curious 

in'terest to August Glutho The boy was intrigued by their habits and 

customs and peculiar dress. He had learned some of their language, 

which he later acquired quite fully as a captive. 

During the terr ible ';'leeks that followe d the young captive slave 

heard glowing reports ma.de to Chief Littlo Crow of the pitiful plight 

of the white settlers and of the mutilation of many score of them. 

Their shouts and dances of jubilation were horr ible nightlll9.res to him. 

He often s'l.v: captive '\'IOmen and children treated cruelly. 

His experiences in Chief Little Crow's camp gave this alert young 

boy a clo3eup of the famous Indian Chief ~hich belies the romantic m~ntles 

which some hi~torians throw around his shoulders. 

While he spared his life, August's version was that Chief Little Crow 

was a murderous killer and a crUel master. While he urged his sub~ohiefs 

into daring exploits. and cursed them for their failures, he had not the 

courage to endanger himself very much. He was also vain, glorious and a 

great showmn, He greatly enjoyed bedecking himself in tho colorful re-

galia which only a chief could don, and he relished the obeisance which 

the sub-ohiets and his retinue showed hi:n. He alway3 had a string of ponies 

of striking appearance, and insisted up6n havinc; them well groomed. 

-3-

A LAD'S VERSION OF CHIEF LITTLE CROW 

~t v.ras this streak of vanity on the part of Chief Little Crow 

to which the herdsboy may have owed his life. The Indian boys were 

too laiy and indifferent as hostlers to satisfy the Chief 0 

However, shortly after being taken to Chief Little Crow's camp, 

whioh was moved a few ti:rnee, August Gluth had some added duties whioh 

may h~ve made him a valuable lad to have around. The Indians had trouble 

landling ox teams, which they took from white settlers. The oxen did not 

like their dresc, nor shout3 , nor "srell" and moct of them did not behave 

well under their ca.re but young Gluth and a couple of other young boys 

knew hovr to handle them. There were no white I:.len in camp
0 

August Gluth hnd a 22 yee.r old brother , John. shot to death by 

Indians near the Redwood Agency. His parents had their buildings burned 

and they escaped to New Ulm for protection. A building they \Yere in was 

set on fire by Indians and as the Def enders sought safety in another build~ 
ing Henry Gluth. a six year old brother of August, was wounded

0 
He is living 

at llorgan, Minnesota. Another brothor. Fred. was killed in the Union army. 

An unolc and aunt of u~. Gluth living at Fairfax aro the only known survi-
vore of the Battle of Fort Ridgely0 

After the lilssacro August Gluth helped govornment soldiers identify 

ny Sioux Leaders who had been associated with Chief Little CrOiv, that they 
might be courtI:lartialed. 

Last summer v1hile sitting in front of t he general mercantile store 

at Morgan, owned by hi~ son, John Gluth. August Gluth found his wa.toh had 

stopped. He desired to set the time·pi ce and inquired the time . He found 

that the watches of his friends varied by GEvernl minutos. One of them re-

marked that a few minutes shouldn't Ine.kc much difference to August, anY'7ay. 

He replied that, "Five minutes don't mean much to mo now, but a split second 

saved my lifo seventy years ago this suntner." 
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