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In Camp St. Peters (Minn.) Aug. 25/62

My Dear Parents

A horrible Indian raid upon our frontier has induced me to
volunteer my services in a company of Cavalry., I send you an old paper
giving some accounts of the trouble = will have other papers sent you
from St. Paul — we have here about 300 Cavalry, six or eight hundred
Infantry more constantly joining « I am in the Cullen Frontier Guards e
consisting of about sixty Cavalry., Our company was made up in a few hours
after the call — on the resdd the next morning, I don't know how long
shall be thus engaged we seem to have a terrible war before us the counﬂy
over which we rode yesterday was all desolated,saw five houses burned —
the terror stricken inhabitants fled often without making but moments
preparation some = probably many massacred - this place is filled with

—~them from the adjoining county.
We have not yet met with any Indians — are destined for Fort Ridgley =—
where the war first commenced and where the Indians are said to be
congregated — reports say two or three Thousand strong — it is supposed
that there are but few about here — it was a small band that committed
the depredation we yesterday saw ~ we were guided to the place by a
father who had made his escape the Indians came upon his family just as
they were preparing to leave = they fled to a field of corn his wife
was murdered = he went back with us in hope he could find his children
to see the weeping man in failing to find anything of his children =
was heart rending his house was burned and four others in the vicinity.
We might dread Indian warfare — but the righteousness of the cause leads
us to forget any danger to which we may be exposed. Don't give yourself
any anxiety about me. I shan't expose myself umnecessarily. I don't fear
the futwe., In great haste,

Yours Affectionately Clinton

P.S In regard to the money you were to send 4f sent it will attended to

Norwood knows my affairs at St Paul & will attend to them

N TS
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In Camp St. Peters (Minn.) Aug. 25/62

My Dear Parents

’ A horrible Indian raid upon our frontier has induced me to
volunteer my services in a company of Cavalry. I send you an old paper
giving some accounts of the trouble = will have other papers sent you
from St, Paul == we have here about 300 Cavalry, six or eight hundred
Infantry more constantly joining «= I am in the Cullen Frontier Guards
consisting of about sixty Cavalry., Our company was made up in a few hours
after the call == on the radd the next morning. I don't know how long
shall be thus engaged we seem to have a terrible war before us the coun@
over which we rode yesterdsy was all desolated ysaw five houses burned —
the terror stricken inhabitants fled often without making but moments
preparation some = probably many massacred = this place is filled with

.y them from the adjoining county, '

' We have not yet met with any Indians — are destined for Fort Ridgley =
where the war first commenced and where the Indians are said to be
congregated -~ reports say two or three Thousand strong — it is supposed
that there are but few about here - it was a small band that committed
the depredation we yesterday saw -~ we were guided to the place by a
father who had made his escape the Indians came upon his family just as
they were preparing to lsave = they fled to a field of corn his wife
was murdered =~ he went back with us in hope he could find his children
to see the weeping man in failing to find anything of his children =
was heart rending his house was burned and four others in the vicinity.

We might dread Indian warfare ~ but the righteousness of the cause leads
us to forget any danger to which we may be exposed, Don't give yourself
any anxiety about me. I shan't expose myself umnecessarily. I don't fear
the future, In great haste,

Yours Affectionately Clinton

P.S In regard to the money you were to send if sent it will attended to

Nowwood knows my affairs at St Paul & will attend to them

i\\\m W ows Ny c,‘,?.@
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Copy of original letter written by
F, C. Oriswold to his parents.
In Camp
Fort Ridjely Friday Morn.
Aug. 28/62

My Dear Parents

I have a chance to send a letter by a company going to St. Paul to
start in a few minutes, After about 200 miles of horseback riding I find nyself
well, Last night with most of our campany I lay upon the ground watching for
Indians, with rifle and sabre, having about 2 hours sleep - after riding L5
miles feel very well this morning our company is to have rest today == within a
week today noon we have rode upwards of 200 miles == last t just as we were
preparing for rest == preparation consisting in warolling , & blanket — have
had no tents as yet — one of the pickets discovered Indians skulking about =
several shots were fired and most of the company were stationed out in a barmn
in line of battle and had but two hours sleep — with arms beside them. We

@ met 200 or 300 of the inhuman fiendish red skins.
A few shots were fired by the pickets at what were supposed to be Indians., I
Just hear that a deavlone has been found. We came here from St. Peters yesterday
found several graves where victims of Indian barbarity were buried. There is
quite a large force, here now about three hundred Cavalry near 100%infantry I
think - we were New Ulm Tuesday a frontier town of about 1500 inhabitants
found no Indians there but of their works heaven grant I may never see the like
again - as we entered the town we found cattle and horses lying dead in every
direction further on a body of a white man head horribly scalped and severed
from body. the houses and buildings were nearly all burned == probably not more
than 30 out of 300 standing = furniture scattered in every direction but the
inhabitants Thank God had escaped excepting a few about 16 as near as could
ascertain killed in the defense of the place., These had decent burial given
them. The body we found was probably some one who had got left or had strayed
off alone = the town was attacked Saturday noon last by about 200 or 300 Indians
there had been little time for preparation but the citizens fought with all the
heroism which love of family and fear of Indian Massacre could inspire the Indians
retired at night having burned about 1/3 of the town, in the night the women and
children were gathered in some 15 or 20 of the largest buildings adjoining one
another =~ barricaded them with beards, boxes, wood, furniture ete. and burned
the bullding adjoining so that the Indians should not get shelter behind them.
They were attacked again in the morning after a few hours fighting, reinforcements
came in sight and the Indians soon fled,
We have accounts of the Massacres of hundreds in the frontier settlements about
here — it seems very probable I have seen several bodies of the victims,
I hope and think the worst of the war 1s over we are preparing to pursue the
Indians to their lurking places and give protection that will induce people to
return to forsaken homes. Direct as usual to St. Paul, The need was so urgent =
that we came with very little preparation have not a change of clothes = hawvn't had
time for a good wash — with the best materials can find I write this upon a
knapsack. The company are Just about to start.

F. C. Griswold

There is a report that there are one or two hundred women prisoners 15 miles from
here a company is going out probably part of our company will g0 perhaps all,
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Copy of original letter written by
F. C. Griswold to his parents.

In Camp C
Fort Ridgely, Sept. 7, 162,

My Dear Parents »
>No
When last I wrote I little thought I should)pake part in such a hard
fought battle as I have Just returned from. We arrived here a week ago Friday.,
I think I wrote you about our march to and from New Ulp = the day we arrived here
we enlisted for 30 days Sunday morning our company - or rather L3 selected from
them, with 75 infantry and about 20 of teamster citizens and the burial party -

taken to bury the massacred dead in the vicinity of the place known as the Upper
lace about 1L miles from the fort. We found at this

tle Crow Chiefs Vi
of their things burned — I gathered severel rather interesting trinkets but to
come to the point - we returned tc where the balance of the company were and
encamped with them for the night. Saw no Indians — apparently they had gone west
I had concluded we would have to go far to find them. But at early day break the
next morning == Tuesday =- our pickets were fired upon by Indians and we startled
from our slumbers to find ourselves attacked and entirely surrounded by fiendish
yelling Indians BOO‘Er LOO strong. We were ordered behind the wagons to lie on
the ground and fire. the greater part of our company were on hand and returned the
first volley. Myself and many others were then bootless = just as we came from
our blankets. The first volley was awfully destructive., One of our company and
several of Infantry were shot dead while coming from the tent - several were wounded.
So well did we resist the first attact. Why should we not7 The savage was before
us with his knife ready and nirsting for our scalps — apparently expecting to
succeed by a strong charge . ugs = illy prepared. They returned to a ravine
distant £rem shot and to a little wood about the same distance on another side taking
wounded and probably cead with them from here and skulking up behind bushes and grass
they képt up a brisk fire until late at night. The Indian of today is no less a
savage in his mcde of warfare than wes he a century ago — today they have rifles
and ammunition in abundance and hunting is their chief occupation.
In about an hour or more their fire had a good deal abated, terrible work had been
made in our little camp, one of uy comrades was shot dead by my side, others were
groaning and crying for water T could find but one canteen of water in the camp
nearly all the water brought the night before had been used - carrying this to one

horses lay dead — of the whole comparny there were upwards of 100 horses tied closely
to the rope — fortunately for me two horses fell early beside the wagon at which I
and my squad were stationed forming a little barricade for us the bullets had hummed
around our heads like bees - a spoke of a wagon wheel glanced a bullet evidently
making for me. We had little time to think of the horrifying sight around = the
Golgatha pile of horses about us, in whose blood my pants were wet —- not to rind

the dead and wounded of the comrades about us -~ To make the best possible fight and
if possible save the living from the foe that surrounded us was our work. Part of us
kept up the fire — we had no ammunition to waste, only 35 rounds of cartridges = had
not prepared for such a fight = the remainder of the company went to work to dig
entrenchments some using the few spades we had others axes bayonets plates whatever
could be got hold of. It seemed almost possible to escape most of our horses
disabled -~ wounded to carry = thought¥ we should have tried to cut our way through
had we been driven to it — as well every man perish in the attempt than that we give
up the contest == they show no mercy to men — but put to a more cruel death any who
cry for mercy = We expected a small party to join us that night =~ unless they were
cut off =~ we should probably have reinforcements from the Fort the next day, so we
worked on all thru the night most of us workingA he entrenchments by turns a portion
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Copy of original letter written by
Fo C. Griswold to his parents.

In Camp C
Fort Ridgely, Sept. 7, '62 b

My Dear Parents
So 5\,\,‘\)

When last I wrote I little thought I should Atake part in such a hard
fought battle as I have Just returned from. We arrived here a week ago Friday.
I think I wrote you about our mareh to and from New Ulp = the day we arrived here
we enlisted for 30 days Sunday morning our company - or rather L3 selected from
them, with 75 infantry and about 20 of teamster citizens and the burial party =
taken to bury the massacred dead in the vicinity of the place known as the Upper
Agency —- started for this place about 1L miles from the fort. Ve found at this
vicinity of the agency 60 or 70 bodies — spectacles to awful to dwell upon. Our
company went on ahead to the Little C%efa Village — found it deserted
of their things burned — I gathered rather interesting trinkets but to
come to the point = we returned tc where the balance of the company were and
encamped with them for the night. Saw no Indians - apparently they had gone west
I had concluded we would have to go far to find them, But at early day break the
next morning ~- Tuesday =~ our pickets were fired upon by Indians and we startled
from our slumbers to find ourselves attacked and entirely surrounded by fiendish
yelling Indians 300 ? LOO strong. We were ordered behind the wagons to lie on
the ground and fire.,the greater part of our company were on hand and returned the
first volley. Myself and many others were then bootless = just as we came from
our blankets. The first volley was awfully destructive. One of our company and
several of Infantry were shot dead while coming from the tent = several were wounded.
So well did we resist the first attact, Why should we noty The savage was before
us with his knife ready and nirsting for our scalps — apparently expecting to
succeed by a strong charge é"eﬁ'mt us - illy prepared. They returned to a ravine
distant f£rem shot and to a little wood about the same distance on another side taking
wounded and probably dead with them from here and skulking up behind bushes and grass
they kdpt up a brisk fire until late at night. The Indian of today is no less a
savage in his mcde of warfare than wes he a century ago - today they have rifles
and ammunition in abundance and hunting is their chief occupation,
In about an hour or more their fire had a good deal abated, terrible work had been
made in our little camp, one of By comrades was shot dead by my side, others were
groaning and crying for water I could find but one canteen of water in the camp
nearly all the water brought the night before had been used w carrying this to one
wounded in a tent I found dead by his side one who I messed with the night - before
eating from the same dish =~ the man I slept with was badly wounded = of the Infantry
on the other side of the camp there were 8 or 10 dead 30 or LO wounded half of our
horses lay dead — of the whole company there were upwards of 100 horses tied closely
to the rope — fortunately for me two horses fell early beside the wagon at which I
and my squad were stationed forming a little barricade for us the bullets had hummed
around our heads like bees — a spoke of a wagon wheel glanced a bullet evidently
making for me. We had little time to think of the horrifying sight around - the
Golgatha pile of horses about us, in whose blood my pants were wet —- not to rind
the dead and wounded of the comrades about us — To make the best possible fight and
if possible save the living from the foe that surrounded us was our work, Part of us
kept up the fire — we had no ammunition to waste, only 35 rounds of cartridges — had
not prepared for such a fight = the remainder of the company went to work to dig
entrenchments some using the few spades we had others axes bayonets plates whatever
could be got hold of. It seemed almost ossible to escape most of our horses
disabled — wounded to carry = thought we should have tried to cut our way through
had we been driven to it — as well every man perish in the attempt than that we give
up the contest == they show no mercy to men = but put to a more cruel death any who
cry for mercy —- We expected a small party to Join us that night = unless they were
cut off = we should probably have reinforcements from the Port the next day, so we
worked on all thru the night most of us working sthe entrenchments by turns a portion
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keeping watch. By morning we had surrounded ourselves by a diteh in which we could
shelter ourselves while not firing. At night we heard cannon announcing the approach
of the party we expected, they were a small party, could not reach us = but could
send for reinforcement 8s they should be cut off == they were fired upon and
retreated, we were in ] expectation of being charged upon during the night but
We were not fired upon except occasionally during the night we always reclied to

show them we were ready. At daybreak they again attacked, but our entrenchment saved
us from any great loss, already our horses were all killed or disabled., We were
almost choked with thirst having drank nothing for LO hours — save some water we

had washed our potatoes in the night before we encamped not $o egt pave a fey . '
cabbages and some few things left from our last supperﬁk"ar ”gin e%'forenéﬁh cannobn
indicated the approach of reinforcéments. The red skins kept firing upon us until
reinforcements arrived and we upon them with the best possible effect early in the
afternoon our reinforcements with their artillery drove the Indians awvay and came

to our relief. You can% imagine how glad we were to see them and how glad to

drink from their canteens and dine with them., There was a company of youhg men,
among them from St. Paul, young Norwood (Fred) and several others I knew == they had
nmarched all night to rclieve us, right glad to see us = but shocked at the sight

Our camp presented — our dead 15 were brought ouf for burial remainder gathered
together 50 in nunber besides those with wounds so slight as to be able to take care
of themselves, three of them have since died — over eighty horses lay dead almost in
piles ~ there were but two so little disabled that we could take them to the Fort ~-
from over a hundred we encamped with. You can see how terrible the carnagd among our

about our camp, the tent I had slept in had over 200'%ullet
holes, Sadly we buried our dead, A part of the reinforcements that had pursued the
foe a few miles returned and cetting our wounded into wagons we marched to the Fort.,
I should be thankful and am that I escaped with scratches save a bit of a graze on the
wrist I was in the thick of tho fight all the way thru except to attend to the wounded
I was away from the line of battle but once during the LO hours and then to draw in a
wagon standing in the way of our defense we had to expose ourselves to bullets but
Cap't requested it be done, did not like to command any to do it. I did not unduly
expose myself but think I performed well my duty. Cap't praised and promoted me the
next day. To look back it seems terrible though I thinkjggwould not dread any ordinary
engagement as much, Those that should be good judges say, there has seldom occurred
a8 fight more terrible or more to be dreaded than this considering our number and the
circumstances unde;uygéch placed:kupur @ap't who was all thru the Mexican War says
he was never in so bad a fightWVor so brave a company of men. I don't suppose I shall
ever become fond of a soldiers life have little taste for its attractions, There is
much that is very obnoxious to me about camp life. I can put up with most anything
if it seems to be in the way of duty. We have had a very hard service have averaged
about 20 miles a day since we started = were poorly clothed and equipped we ceme
away so hastily until we arrived here we had but one tent — no blankets for half of
us = had to camp out rain or shine. ¥Ne . §hall Probably sve furlouch forthe balance-

T S ~
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As Ever Clinton
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keeping watch. By morning we had surrounded ourselves by a diteh in which we could
shelter ourselves while not firing. At night we heard cannon announcing the approach
of the party we expected, they were a small party, could not reach us == but could
send for reinforcement 88 they should be cut off = they were fired upon and
retreated, we were in expectation of being charged upon during the night but
we were not fired upon except occasionally during the night we always replied to

show them we were ready. At daybreak they again attacked, but our entrenchment saved
us from any great loss, already our horses were all killed or disabled. We were
almost choked with thirst having drank nothing for LO hours = save some water we

had washed our potatoes in the night before we encanpo% n $o egt pave a ;
cabbages and some few things left from our last supper.. Ear '“gin Z'forcm'&éan”ﬁ'd
indicated the approach of reinforcdments. The red skins kept, firing upon us until
reinforcements arrived and we upon them with the best possible effect early in the
afternoon our reinforcements with their artillery drove the Indians avay and came

to our relief. You can% imagine how glad we were to see them and how glad to

drink from their canteens and dine with them. There was a company of youhg men,
among them from St. Paul, young Norwood (Fred) and several others I knew =~ they had
marched all night to relieve us, right glad to see us =~ but shocked at the sight

our camp presented =—— our dead 15 were brought ouf for burial , remainder gathered
together 50 in number besides those with wounds so slight as 1o be able to take care
of themselves, three of them have since died — over eighty horses lay dead almost in
piles ~ there were but two so little disabled that we could take them to the Fort -
from over a hundred we encamped with., You can see how terrible the carnagd among our
little band,all told only about 1LO == about 20 of these not fighting men. &”E“%‘#" 0
fully realize the horrors of battle until I saw our dead and wounded conrades, thou,|
anc had leisure to look about our camp, the tent I had slept in had over 200 bullet
holes. Sadly we buried our dead. A part of the reinforcements that had pursued the
foe a few miles returned and gett Fort.
I should be thankful and am that

wrist I was in the thick of the

1 was away from the line of battle but once during the LO hours and then to draw in a
wagon standing in the way of our defense we had to expose ourselves to bullets but

Cap't requested it be done, did not like to command any to do it, I did not unduly

expose myself but think I performed well my duty. Cap't praised and promoted me the

next day. To look back it seems terrible though I think tég:ould not dread any ordinary
es say,

engagement as much, Those that should be good Jjudg ere has seldom occurred

& fight more terrible or more to be dreaded than this considering our number and the
circumstances under which placedu()m' Gap't who was all thru the Mexican War says

he was never in so & fightVNor so brave a company of men. I don't suppose I shall
ever become fond of a soldiers life have little taste for its attractions, There is
much that is very obnoxious to me about camp life. I can put up with most anything
if 1t seems to be in the W&y of duty. We have had a very hard service have averaged
about 20 miles a 1y clothed and equipped we came
away so hastily until we arrived here we had but one tent = no blankets for half of
us ~ had to camp out rain or shine. thW%W%W%MM&*
RO WESL Ve chall probably have light service until we get home. £s yet I am only
enlisted for 30 days provided we 1y get a furlough for the belance of the time.

p As Ever Clinton
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GOPY LUy

Yrenclin Olipton Griswold
Memorial

The Second Winnesots Uavalr¥, gust Leing organized,
our comrade immedistely joined tha regiment and wes made
Second Lieutenant of 00mpan¥ "M", and was soon promoted to
Pirst Lieutenent. He was at once orderei on de?ached service
and was made commander of the post at Glencoe. From there he
was ordered to Fort Snelling as gost adjutant; from there to
Princeton, Winn., as commander of the post et that place,

Un Dec. 4, 1865, he was mustered out of service on
account of expiration of term of enlistment.

Presvious to coming to Minnesota hs had gracticed law
at Wilwaucee for a short time. Soon after eing mustered

out of the army he located in South Minneapolis, nesr Lske
Street and Minnehsahs Avenue, where he became active in the
improvements of that section of the city, and was instrumental
in getting the Lesutiful shade trees thef line the streets in
that part of the city. He also took an active part in the
widening of Lake Street and getting the tridge across the
Mississippi at Lake Street, He also engageiin the practice

of lew and was elected justice of the peace.

About that time his heslth necessitated a change. He
went into the real estate ani building tusiness, which he
continued as long as his health permitted. After living in
South Winneapolis for s greal many years, he moved to Upper
Nicollet Island, where he had lived’ for about thirty years
at the time he passed away,

vur comrade was identified with quite & numter of
organizations, smong which was the o?d Bogrd of Trade, St,
Anthony Gommercisl Club, John A, Rewlins Post of the (,4.R.,
and was Eresident and vice president of the Minnesota Veteran
Cavalry Association,

The funeral services were held at the residence and were
largely sttended. They were conducted Ly Dr. Dewey of
Flymouth Church, of which the family were gloneer.members and
faithful attendanmts , followed bY the G.A.B, service ty
Bawlins Post., CGur comrade was tlessed with a fine and large
femily. He wes married twice, By the first marriage there
were three children, one of whom passed away a few years ago
following an operation. He wss a fine singer snd had &
remarkakble voice, He, Putnam Griswold, had spent several
years in Burcpe in study and also in his voca ion 8s 8 singer,
He hed sung tefore the Kaiser of Germany and his family, for

which he was honored bty the Kaiser,
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Continugtion CUPY

Franklin Clinton Griswold

Memorigl

vur comrade married as his second wife a Miss Hall
of this city, and from thaet marriage there were ten children,
who are all Iiving. Surviving Comrade Griswold are his wife end
twelve children, seven boys end five girls. It is certainly
g8 fine family and & fine record,

Comrade Griswold did notleave a large estats, but he

did leave a fine family and 8 good reputaticn., He was a
géod cizizen and a brage soldier, e» d we extsnd our heartfelt

sympathy to the widow and children in their berecavement. We
recommend that witn the approval of the Wemorisl, s copy be
sent to the femily of our cemrads.

(Signed) UHAS. 1. PLUMMER
H. W. BRAZIZ

TAYIUR HOWE

Frenklin Clinton Griswold was Lorn Sept. 10, 1838
end died Dec. 1, 1921

He was called "Clint" to distinguish him from his fsther
whose neme was Franklin Wolcott Griswold, born Mar, 2% lglg
died Sept. 21,188

Fronklin Wolcott Griswold married Emil Adams, Sept. 19, 18
She was born Uct, 30, 1816, J P 7 bl(}

The children of Frarklin Wolcott Griswoli and Bmily Adams were:

franklin Clinton Griswold born Sept, 10, 1636,died Dec.l,192

Emily Augusta (Gussie) * Ma{ 9,1843,died July 21,1925

Henry Adams Griswold *  Jaly &1 84z, died " Mar. 30,190

Mary Helena Griswcld Aug .20 134“ 1ed Mey 13, 1912

Llla Frences Griswold 1 Sept._i3, 18?6

Willie Parker Griswold Jan, 24, 185
(foster cwild)

Emily Auﬁusta (Gussie) Griswold ren tioned sbove was married
irst on Dec. 31, 1863.

Mary Helens Griswold menti oned stw e wss ra rried Dec, 28,1870
Frenklin Clinton Griswold mentimed store wss married lst to
Sgrah Blizabeth Putnam, widow of &, W, Dimick,
Eé?gklénlglinton Griswold married (2nd) Jan, 24,1882,

:1la Hsll,

neference to Griswold Wolcott,Adams, Welles, Balch, and related

families is made in "ﬁistory 0r Ancient hethersfieli, CGonn,,Vol.I1."

"Wolcott Genealcg{" Ly GChendler Volcott, see page 90, Also
Of

see Wolcott Genealogy by A.B.3udd.
Jee the Griswold Fawil¥ by G. E. Griswold, psge 304 for the
tirth of Frenklin Clinton Griswoli,

See "As the diver Flows" by C.C.Griswold, for informstion sbou t
the Griswold Famil{, and pege 104 for the tirth and marriage of
Blla Hall to Franklin Clinton Griswold,

DAKOTA CONFLICT OF 1862 MANUSCRIPTS COLLECTIONS

MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55102




