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INUTAN" MASSACRE OF 19g»
— at Redwood Acency
Tour wrecked "omes
I killed -af| relat ives
2 taken cantive
Unly survivors of the

tamily in America.

This is an authentic story:of my erandmothers
captivity with her baby.She,Mrs,Will iam lenefel dt
nee wilhelmina Zitzlaf¥f whasesecond husband
was a solcdier-Frederick Grose, lies buried tocet -
her with him at Ol?vin; ”?hnpsoﬁﬂ; The babv(my
aunt )Vrs, Charles Lawln Js stid! [ivine at l
Renville Minnesota.fhe four wrecker homes were
located in Renville County near the Viinnesota
tiver-where Beaver Falls and Flora townships ioim
I,

Father-Micheal Zitzlaff

Son- Mr, and urs; iicheal Zitzlaff Jr.

™\
2. Uauchter
|

. . antd WPs. Jdehin Me i ef-==thres children,
3. Dauchter
_ i and Mrs, JoliR Seils ---=-Tour childpren.
4. Youncest Daychter
", and Mrs. William lenefeldt-one child

INTENTIONAL DUPLICATE EXPOSURE
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A gun shot heard the next morning by aﬁ
Nilhelmina,who had eone with her brother Micheal
to the Redwood agency to trade butter and eggs
For groceries,put a real fear into their hearts!
"What was that 7" They inquired of the half-
breed at this government store, he openly tried
to be calm and answered that they were only
shootine the whije mans cattle because they were
hungry. Secretely the brother and sister noticed
he was greatly excited.

There followed an anxious two mile ride
home,constantly ploddine alone the oxeh and 4

the four famil ic§
Fleeing with them, thirteen miles to Fort

olannine how theyv were to cather

Rideoe |y.

inally home, thev instructed the aged
father to load supnlies on the wagon. The
brother meanwhie ran to get his sisters families
returning with them,

vilhelmina, leavihe her baby, went to

fetch her husband. He couldnt believe it asked
for a few minutes to investigate. He tnld hep
he wolld lie behind the thicket and |isten,
she should run ahead taking the wonds road

instead of the prairie®™ ihen she arrived at the
brother’s house everyone was ready. She looked
back, her husband had not overtaken her, she
dashed bach wildly and stopped as she came to
their yard. The Indians had been there before
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iicheal’s wife
become a mother, and Nilhelmina,
baby, were left behind. oeeing
what had haooenecd those two qtoqmcﬂ. wantine to
die with Just then one raised his
zun to shoot wilhelmina and the baby.
snapoed, the weapon didn't eo 0ff. Three t imes
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"Wash ta M(eond)
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iary, soon to
carrying her
Fhe r0Q+
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Pe reckoned the Great Dpvr'+ had protected
her. He summoned three so Uawg and ordererd one
on each side and one ouchtna she must be taken
away captive. She called for Vary not to lea ave
her. Those mercilesse ones quited her by saying
she would follow with the others - shot
Fired just then, s Squaw said it was only a Hog
told her that now she was alone with her baby.

She begred to be killed but they taunted
marched on down the river, crossad it ™
3 canoe, ancd entered the Indian ' They
into 2 tepee, They co tn
buffalo robp; no

her,

V?IIQO@,

] | . !
'(-"‘ ner f\qr"( were il o

sle=co now on s
to be removed, she har
skirt SO one cqulﬂ | ie on
nieht and many others
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But this
\A/ ; ’,‘ "\

each side,
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not drink (oollyted

N year old robust mother SO0ON orew

poor. That poor Ilittle four months ol d
nNurs ing baby how it syffered and cried
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Was
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eightee

! Tetne
race but here
ncessant crying: Cnce g sc
drown the crying infant in a river

Nilhelmins swished their clothes
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while

in the water,
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At one time they tried to,ckoke her with a
ootato. At another time as wilhelmina was sewine
dresses from the cloth they had taken in o lunder
a young squaw raised a sharpened butcher knife

but she clasped her child to her breast and

received a frightful blow on her own head.

=0y 1. |

was om This day that the oldest squaw in
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+ |
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tepee became tender hearted. She would suard
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baby

nerself hereafter and quiet the mothers
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rears from other hostile Indians.
[he sauaws were so extremelv caut ious
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+Fhhat +I1-A4 Wwhn 1T e Cp“‘:VPQ were VCPV quély
permitted to see egch other,
i to communicate with
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Wilhelmina because she could interoret much of
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learned some,

® | | 'R

T . i
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i | f {

Evat on one ; e nac come To hunt near

'f\‘ V‘ "/')i’)’l[_‘ ¥ 1 { il L e "‘ ) ?CC‘

- '/ - ‘y' "\ ~ ) ' ' AR
broke, valley

PFlooded
forced to,remain as their suest

had receeded), One afternoon durine s juick
consultation a seventeen year old lad and she
planned an escape. That nieht when she thoueght
the squaws were sleeping soundly she cautiously
tried to free her skirt but her two body cuards

rose up each time they felt i+ stir beneath them

€

The band fearine the pursuit or THE C
solcdiers statted to fleeto the nest, and with
them she wearily marched all day bare headed in
the hot sun, barefooted over the wild orass on
the prairie, praying God to spe=d on those
pursuergg ..! She wished they micht let her
ride one of the ponies but he was loaded with
pags of bundles, which were on the ends of two
poles tied to his sides and fastened tosether
behind him, when they came to the bank of the
River she tried to ride on an ox waeon
but the load was too heavy so she had tn warde

Redwond
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In the evenings as she sqguatted nn e
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- Lo

O
warriers .qu:A rpfurn ﬁlouq

i

ine skulls of women
victims, holdine up a fineer and for each
counting "Neepo"., Then Chief Little Crow in all
his opomo wouyld ricde back amd forth talking '
loudly and praising his men for their sood work,
(2)How the youne braves would mount their ponies
anc practice wild riding and shootine before

the elders. (3)How the men would sit at the

door of the tepee and relate tales of warfare
unt il one by one thev fell asleern., (4)How the
warriers prepared for a battle by ki!line does
and partaking of them in a Sacred Feast and

staging their wierd dances,
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1im there melted his heart for her then we
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