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On a peaceful i)abbat''' morn mo; *n Auo-.
1°^^, an olH front, ier father sat on tHe r^^or-
p + eo 0^ inis sons home, bask in?? in t'^e sun,
thank-Pu! ^'--^-^ '^'s V^ree ^au^Hters were haooily
rp^rr'er^ snr^ livin^? 'n '^omes n(^Br eac^ oti^pr!
Yes, each one I've'-' on a cho'ce Inca-^'on.m
OP' cab'ns am"r! the wooderi hills, ovprlo^k'n^

(^ valley of -^'^e iViinnesota n I v^^r : ra ' s 'n-^ crone;
to -^'-e north, on earth that ha^' iijst bp-m wi ! H
orairie. Howhooeful he was for the
"^'(ture o-P '^'s chilriren '

4- U

Tlnpre now hp must be un anH c^omf^, wasnt that
iviichea! callm? ''. Yes, he anH ^}s wi-Pe iViary

••'ere reaHy to leave .'

Thev wpnt tn g np i'^'-^bors ^'^.'^^e .'•^^ere
^'^ tvanp-pl'cal C^-urc'- serv'ce "'^^s ^e^d'.

e rer ze
m— T-m^^ Hp •-ijir' at-'-PnH. he an^ a'' ''^ • p

t

^ f s wou M be t'-^p I ^qf.
I,

"'escen^ents save one, the youngest e'auo-ht.pp

After "^' service someone snoke uo
"^ayin?^ ^'--'-.

q frienHIy InH'sn h^^H wpmeH +hpn
o-p a r'anser of the outbreak o-P '-'-e Sioux who

reservation beyond t'n^ river!I i V '- -' on
J_ r

! ! t^^ose German sett I ers , acoustomeH +n -^'-o
r e nrn a n*s

-^ -•"•--'••
• •

• - • -l i • . . . .
.r ienH I V visits .! ; .1

'" not heeH t^^at
^ rn I no-

.

A e;un shot heard t'-e next morning? bv
iA( i I

hp Im in.a, who ha^ o-one wi"'"''^ her brot'-er ichea!^
to '''^e Redwoorl agency tn trade butter anH eo;9;s

for grocer ies, put a real fear into their hearts!
'Vvhat was "^'-^at ?" They inquired of V^e half-
brppd at '-his government store, he openly tried
to be calm and answered that they were only
shooting t'^^e whi^e mans cattle because they were
hungry. Secretely the brother and s*ster noticed
he was greatly excited.

There followed an anxious two mile r'He
home, constant ly plodding along t'-e oxen an^
D lann in'' '

'-^ow t'^ev were to o-athpr tHp four fam'lfcsl
fleeingwith them, thirteen miles to Fort
R ' dge

I
y

.

Finally home, thev instructed t'-^e

fat'-^er to load_supo I ies on the ••^f^on. The
brother meanwhie ran to get his sisters families
returning w'th t^^em.

•<v i Ihelmina, leavihf> her baby, went to
fetch her husband. He couldnt be| ieve it.askffi
for a few minutes to investigate! He tnlH her
he woi!j|d lie behind the thickp+ an^ listen^
she s'-ouM run ahead taking the wood<^ roaH
instead of t^e pra ir ieT"^ ..hen s'"^ arrived at -m

brother's house everyone was ready. She looked
back, her husband had not overtaken her, she
das'--eH bach wiMly and stopped as she came to
their yarH. The Indians '--'' been there before
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'^erJ Feathers from her beH were flying in the
wind, i^er furniture wrecked near V^e house
-vhere was ^m I I iam ? On the doorstep a dark
obiect lay-he'd been scaloe^ before he had i^eeded
Si^e t'-ok one look, f^en in 'o^r wild aeony of
erief fled back to '^er bm + i-Pr's, caMed ^or her
chMH^but did not kno'A' it -Pi^nc^ -t back an r'

sa'''' it WPS not her b^'^^y.

In anothpp minute t^ey had her *n the
wa?on, oroKKic^er^ together on t'-e hay rack w?th
al! 0^ her relatives! Afraid lest the savages
be in the ticket they 6roye the prairie road,
,iust a few rods around t'-e cornfield in which
lay crouch 'n-. twenty warriers and some squaws!
They were ready to sound their war-whooo and
spr'ng upon them.

Those wicked piercing yells! a shot! ^n^^
t'-- ox driver lay dead. Someone shoi.tpd +hat
each s'-ould try to dash for safety! Thp pppmy
sweepine down the hillside, would' let none
escape. The fastest runners were t'^e f'rst to
be massacred. Thus it -as that Mich^al's wife"
-ary, soon to become a mot'-er, and Ailhelmina'
carrying her baby, were left behin^! See-nc^
what had happened_ those two stopped, wanting to
die with the rest. Just then one' raised his^
eun to shoot ^Wlhelmina and the baby! The cap
snapped, the weapon dio'n't ^o o-Pf! Thrr- tirnes
it '-'Id this. Then he lowered if, and said

"
»« a s h t a M ? o o d

)

He reckoned the Great Spirit had protpcter^
her. He summoned' three squaws and orr^.r.r^ one
on each s^^e and one push in- she must be takenaway captive. She called for Mary not to leave
her. Those mere i

'

t

I

•P-reH just then, a sq

out h PT w i He

ess- ones quieted her by say in<^She would follow wit'^ the others— -but a shot
.

, ,
, ^.

-^^^ said it was only a r'o^'told her that now she was alone with her baby'
"

• 7",^"^^^^ ^^° be killed but t^ey tauntedher, marches on down the river, crosseH it in
a canoe, anH entered the Indian viMa^p' They
led her into a bark tpnee. T'^pv wer.^ t. ^o tosle^^p now on a buffalo robe, no varments w.rotobe remover!, shp had +o sprea^'
skirt so one could lie on each^side. iut th-sni-ht and many others were filled with sle^nless

o"li:r-'r't""
'"^'' ^^ ^^^^^ '^-y^ ^^'ere almo

stale,t The wh.te man's cows had be-n shot and
c^rae<>ed alon^ on a hot dry August dayj) Shecouk not drink (polluted water from^'^P swamn.)
This eighteen. year old robus. ^^t-.r soon .re..oaf. and poor. Thpt nonr little four months ^i

.

nurs<n.. baby how it suf^er-d an^ cried ' Thave never be-n tolpr^tow by that rac
H'as incessant cry in- Cpce a squaw tneH to
dro^,n the cryin- infant In a river while
'v'l'-elmina swished their clothes in the water'
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At one time f^ey tried to. choke her w't'o a
ootato. At another t'me as ^Ilhelmina was sev/ln?
Presses from the cloth they had taken in plunder
a younc: squaw raised a sharoened butcher knife
but sHe clasped her child to her breast an^
received a frightful blow on her own t^p^r),' H
was om this day f-at f^e oldest squaw in t'leir
teoe^ became tender hearted. S^^p wou M r.n-^rr^ t.

'-

baby_herse!f 'nerea-Pter an^t qu^et t'^P mo+.'^pps
fears -Prom ot'-^er host'le Indians!

The squaws were so extremely cautious
f^at t'-^e white caot'ves \Nere very rarely
permitted to see p^ch other. Many times the
other c^int^v^s soup;ht to communicate with
^vilhelmina because she could interoret muc''^

(^

P

of

some
thp Indian lanc^uaere. (She had learned
from en Indian whom s'^p ^^h fed r^nd sheltered
In her home t'-^- Sppino; before. It ha^ haonened
t'-?t on onp "'^rm day he ha^' come +0 hunt ne^r
her homp, while there^ "-'-e ice in the rivpr
broke, thp valley was -Plooded, an^ he was
forc-^ to, remain as the^r guest unt i

I t'-^e water
had rec^p-'er>'). One afternoon durine: a quick
consultation a seventeen year old lad and she
planned an escape. That night when s!^e thought
t'-e squaws were sleeping soundly she cautiously
tr'er' to fre^ '-er skirt but her two body auaH^
rose UD each time they felt it stir beneath them

The band fearinc the pursuit of t^e ^
soldiers started to fleeto t^^e Aest, and with
them she wearily marched all Hay bare headed in
the hot sun, barefooted over thp wild ??ra'=^s on
the pra ir ie,

_
pray me God to soe^d on those

pursuisr^^ III She wished t'^ev m'^hf,
( et hpp

ride one of the ponies but he was loader! with
baes o-P bundles, which were on t'^e enr^^^ o-^ two
poles tied to h-s sides and fastened together
behind him. i/vhen thev c^'y^e to t'^e bank 0^ the
Redwood River* she tried to ride on an ox wagon
but t'-^e load was too heavy so che ha^ to wa^e
thru the wpter.

In the evenings as ^'-"^ squa+^pd on np

^.rounr^ before +hp tepee s'-e learn-- many custom?
of f'-e Red ivipn;(I)How after rl^'in? a'l day the
warrie*-^^ wouM return flaunting skul's o-F women
victims, holding up a finger and for each
counting ''Neppo". Then Chief Little Crow in all
his pomp would ride back and fort^^ talking
loudly and praising his men for their eood work'
(^)How the youn? braves would mount t'-^eir oonlesl
anH practice wild r'r^'n^ and shoot'ne before
t'-e pl-'ers. (3)How the men would sit at t'-e
door of the tepee and relate tales of -artare
unt • I one by one " ey f p I I asleeo! ( OHow t'-^

warriers orepared for a bat'^e by ki''ino- r^no-s

an^' oartakln"- of them in a Sacred Feast ^r\r^

staging; t-^eir wlerd dances.
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The niciot before the battle of ^vooH Lai<e
,/Bs f-e last feast -^-r that trlbej The soMfers
won. 8nr^ Chief Lr-^+Ie Crow fmmeHfately olanned •

f-pt t'^p tribe shouk! flee to Dakotaian^ the
cpotiv- sho.,|r! al! be killeH instantly j But
^"^"y werent ^^ilhelmina anH her baby were
sovpH_ao.ain-,a half breed hid t^em benepth a
buffalo robe.

No. they d^rint g;et to Dakota j A few dav^
' ^5 ^v were encamopH on ^ h;-rh hr|i

(Cpmp Release, rv.ontev ir'eo) t'-P vA/arr ipr,-^ ^ormeH
a o'rcle. In the center o" th^t circle - M-h?tefl- was -Plyrnc^, ^lyin? hic^^ above on a hu-'-^ oole

r- was to be a surrenHprJ The or^soners
were comTande'' to enter anH when +'-^y had all
done so -^'^ey announced th^t f^- soldiers were
very near and t'-ev wo,ilH be -lyen uo to them'
-veryone strained their eyes tn +'-^0 East ^n^
off in the distance they saw General Sibley with
-.- r.rst Regiment o^:v^ounte^ Rangers, comin-

"

marc'^inc towards them.Thpir ^uns anr^ mM,.kof<,

(1

Yes

,

n r

listened in thp mornin--- s\mf^^-'nf^'' T'-
L I I rs . _ •

a I-
-'-'- n , ^ , ^y ^r-^w UD^/oot 0-P t^p hill .nd -0.1. . con-Perencp

'

^v't- -^e Indian Chieftans.

^ .,P''^'"^
-'"^^^e ''^^^^ of continuous excite-

ment r. ilhelmina presse-' on wif- the thought of
r.'^e soldiprs and fr-r^n^y^, but now as those
soM.pps, chp^rinp'. led her Hown the hMlside
bpck to the thought thpt .plop hpH

ncr i-^e st i I I

-

th

no' pe to Po to flashed across her mmH and she
weptifor the first time since the massacre! '

Silently she ror^e back \r] thf^ ref'ufete
train, the soldier besidp h^p breaki
ness by beseachin^ hpp to let him wrap his army
blanket about hop coM fe^t. They reached Fort
Ridf^ely one even mo- at sun-iown! Thr comoanv of
so Idlers, who «u,o;ted f-^eir arrival seated the-n
at t3blp<-. Eatin*:^ aerain at a tablr ^or the first
time In ten we-ks .'

President Abraham Lincoln had decree^ that
a trial of all Indians should be hpld at iviankato,

ose proven RuMty must be hun^j So vvilhelmina
-<^ taken th^pe •^n testify! In her testimony she
Idpnt'-Pip-' one warriers face who ha^ bepn in the
oar+v +n T^urder her people. iHiis face shp 00,. M
never foro-et, for it was '-' - one 0- the -PpJen^'v
In^'Ian h^jnter whom she harJ shelt^r^d a ^ew <^hop +

mont'-^e before in her own home.
After the trial they traveled to St!Pet-r

w'-pre in an empty store relatlv-s an^' 'Vlen^s
flocked in to claim the orisoners. At the open
window sat one last surv i vor---t'-e young wIHqw
and her baby, who with tears in h-^p eyes watchr-'
for someone to takp her. Just then the e-'-'ier
(Frederick Grose)with whom ^hp p.-^ri^ from t'-^-

West, looked in at the dnnr. The s'-'-+ •''-at o-peet
ed him therp melfpH his h^opt -Pnp '--•- +'- r- n \\l p
think, -For aftpr a year whrn s'--^ was Mvin^- •-thfr'ends he sought her hanH anr* took her with him.
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