
,,/ ., 

• 
• 

• yn•• , 
r.-..1• ; 11ne . 

I n th 'h or t~e 
.1 True Story ot t"'1c 1n1e80 
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le 

• 

dakia.a • 
Indian ~.ar of iaee ~ 

\','o a.rose at C:aybrcak on tho mornins or June 17 ,18~2,ae my rat"ler 1 

to ··nkc a.n early start to the rara , some four mil•• rrorn tho 11 ttle tront-
icr town or Gard City ,wher o we l i Too . It wna a hMu ti t'ul mornin~ . Thll 8how-

Errs of the c·-cn1nc; had revi vcd all '1.11 tur~ ,after n. dry settl'.IO!l , 11.nd the drops 

st 111 lin~:cred on tho foliac;e a.nd flo\1crs , ts.kins on a thoueanc1 huea in the 
ri~in ... ~ sun. 

"ltow ,lbry ,:n~t c 1nno"" , :1nd l will bo off , ''said rrry fa t"1er , anc:. waved n l1a8-

ty cood- bJ ns he drove uw y . 

lliy ·~tllcr nnd riist;:or went into t~o ho ll.!!e ; h~t I lin~·-raa outei<l e tc 

on joy t1o beauties of' the morning . 'l'he hills cohoed w! th th{' soncn of bird• , 

tt-ic C!.ir was fragrant with the order of wild :t'lowers ,an~ the beautiful Wat-

an-~r;an (Crooked 1{iver) riound 1 to way thro·.tG}l tho 11 ttlc villa _..e , el1stening 

in the mornin:~ sun .But Cllas S there wao worte to be clone , and 1 'Tlovod r luctant-

ly a.nd went into tl-to houso . 
h'e went throUGh with the routine of '710rnins worlc ,and by nine o'clock r 

VlOT" C at the ::Jbhoolhouso door . The fow scholars pas5ed in ,all but "ey'sol:t' . 1' .. or, 1 

jur.t an I \-;ns ahont to enter the bu1ld1nc;,Fathor dr )vc pa.st to\1r:trd ho·l"tc. Ilo 

ncemcd in a •1urry ,and l worndcrcd what hnd broaGht him baok . LJoubtlcss .u v 

coulu not help him , anct ho had thou::h t 1 t better to \I0.1 t until he could. 

Bein~ cla d of' nn cxonae to 30 llo:no e._,a1n ,rnr I was v ry tired ,I fol-

loncd fathor,an<l J ,·nn soo"l at hi s side.He s t0nped f.or mo to .~ot 1n;hut,to 

DJ.7T qHry!::tions , ho soc"1.Ct~ indiff.'crent. i'lhon · e r o.chcd ho11e ,h .cnt str 1 _;·1 t to 

r.i.othcr anci told '1 r -.~1ut ho.J brouch t h1:1 ba.ck,a~ 1 cur a.s I cnn l'c:icmbcr in 
t'1t'HlC HOrcls: 

"I hnd sottcn nn fnr an tho croso roaus unct had turnt'd off toward the 

Hay-field , who'1 l hca...,·d a queer oound at my left in the undcrcroa. th . ' 3uroly , 

tl1C'JUGht I , ' t110.t 1::: ....,u_vo cor::ic tlown ahead of mo a.ncl is tryin:; ~0110 Qf his too 
• • ruA.J tricks on ·1e.' Go T sto"!)-;icd and pre )!l. lrcd to roconnoi tor ,but wan ~~nvcd the ::.Ee 

tr0uble ; tor , from hchJ.nd o. t r co 3toppod tho tallest [:il oux In:.linn I ever D'.lW • 

...,c 'l":aa deokn<l in ~.ar-n ·tnt , thou ·h 1Jnar1' '1 , nd clressotl in tru6 Intllr1~ st~rle . 

He r~otiohcd t the di 

' 
{ 
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ner-ne.11. I dil\ o.s he requeeted ,a.n stood betoro h1a ,w 1t1ng further erdera, 

' •it down beside h1m on the cr•••,h• then · which ca.mo at once.llot1on1ng mo to o 

by s 1 :ns nncl n , .. o _ re .. , '"'Ord .. of Enr:lish -nndo tllio pln1n,i to ~ilo--tha t ho nas in 

a. nta.~·vin·: concl1 ti-:>n ,and ,1. f' I would c ivc him r:ry dinner ,he would. t oll me 

so'Tlcth in~ thu t I ought to know. I ns.(c .. ..., 1 d if half m•r dinnor woul d no t do .No ~he 
so 1 d , in 0 1•dor ·et to hiz dos tina tion , he must have 1 t all . So I cave him t.o ..., 

a.11 t'.1<"'ro wn!" ·1,.. ,~~ • • in t "'...,. n-, 11.and. f'ro:n tho .my he n to , I k!1e,·r ho wo.s very hungry• 

I .. ::.i.itr;:t. imn1 ti~ntly . u 'lnt.11 he h n a• finished ,wonc1orin~ inuoh \'Th.at he could tell 

me t~·1a t '-" ould prove a jun t v rc•.·,·ard. "".i.or tnkin~ U\iay my dinner. Vlhon tho las t 

' h t , """'od 011t every dioh to cot the last mo-rscl had het~n devoured anct .1e oc .. o. 1 1~ 

crumb a ·ld had drr.t ined tho cof'feo- bottlo ,he stood stra 1ch t as an arrow ,a.a 

thou:;h ahout to "1r.lico a. speech e ... ore n oou b .... ncil of chiofs,cavo a fow crrunts, 
t \ 1 \"1th hir> fictn t o nhow me now th:.lt he was a nnd hitt!n: ~in ~rcan 1tnru • 

vcr'y hi" I"1di.an,-proceedcd to cnli--'1tcn me . 

~'=io had n'1.lkocl nnu run h;:r tu:·no f:ro"t fifty miles i'ics t or the Sioux 

at-( ncy ,n <.: i. !1 to.nco o:"' 3i::cty ··1 cs , 11 .... " ·--- , 11 -.; 4·'1 no• h; n ~ to eat exc" ;-it rootn a.nd bcrr1-
en, n1 \··ts on hir. 

a d.nu ~htf,I' U?ld 0:-a-ricl ch1lc1r._n , thri t the Slowe '11·.:irei intcn(lin.::; to :-n.1se the next 

dny :1na kill all r:hi tc~s und. "· inricbac;ocs tfost or '·10 ···iss1cs ipp :{ v er •· e o. f i ,_ 1 1-{ h d 

• started ~ 0 noon a1'1 he 1'oun.: out,but ha~t .:;ot so hV.!\[,TY t 11at he 00·1l d have c one 

nn t•u t,icr but for -m..'! dinner . :re t!1cn told !'.'lo to t'.lh:e n;q oquaw and papooGcs in 

the ·1 ·;on und _::o ens ; or ,e nu " t r t nri"e to--.... orrou , overy whi to would be killod . He 
took ·:r Mo. t ta ins to irnpross me p· l aO UC . • 1 t1 t \., f t tint if he v:o.s round out in com-
i nr:-- 'Ii ore , they r. • , '"",ould kill him tho trorst \'.'UY .pinching up hin flesh and :r..aking 

-paF3ncs to out it out,nioturinc to me a dcnth by boins cut U'I nl ivo. 

''All this v:n~ done qu1c1 ... i;.!r ... .... • • •,·,,10.n 1 t cri1t 1)'! told : and , V71lcn he ho.d finished • 

he took a -,1·')c out of h1n 'Jlnnkct,t~re\·r it at my roet 1ancl lca')od away into t 11c 

"'T\. river· ,.... U."' ncn1• .I ~'curd 11 S'Jlaoh ,a11d , ..:;oinr.:; to look , sar. -oous ljkc n deer . iue • ,_, ""' 

him,blun~etlcBu,c_ MJ ne ~· 1 i , 1 th"'. hank on tho ot'1or sho1·e , a.nu ho r;cu1 noon out ot 
, ..... ~e 

s1_:ht." .~ \..A) 1 t\. tt n1d tho Indian to11· tho trutr1~ r.:y ,!J.ron ts 'ield a countJi over .10 ma er • ..v 

\,io could tell ?T" ~Y nrc ., - u Very t)~eac'.1crou ... , ·1nu it ·.1ir:-'1t of heon n Sioux bent on 
tillinc; f-iO'!\O tJUOr:iy hn ho.cl QT.OTIG tt1·2 \,in"lc.>gnf3003 ;or juot 0. truicc to CO;t 80::10-

' t\11n:; to cnt .Dut why t'1c war- va •. n . 1c:r··t · · . 1 t?If ti 10"'0 really on the r::ir- pu th ,no Indi 

an r.oulcl dare refuse to "Kl.in t. If th'lt v.-:is so ,t?1in fcllo·•; nould. ho.vn -';o 00110 i 

-... 
' 

• • 
'labf' was 111 &nd hardly out or da.ncrcrJtu1tl ,if we should take her on a 

journey , eho mi ght <tie . /-

\.'ell my f c ther thought it best to talk With l'iOMC Of the ncit;hbora a'boUt 

1 t before deo1d1ng . I3aby Dorothy \'.'tl.8 not eo well that ari;c~rnoon ; so I ~t~y-~!!. 
w1t11 mot?1ar . Fnther cn::ne back from the neighbors and aaid thoy had conoludJ 

ed it was some hnlf-ornzy Indian ,nnd that it waen • t best to borrow trouble 

about 1t ,a.nyway . Bo we droppod the mo.ttor . It alwairs see::ned to me afterwards 

that I walkt:id in a. dream that dny after Father 's return . Ylhat he said 

ed. me aadly,a.nd I could see it did Hot hcr ,thouc;h she Sllid no nord . 

~ie watched that n igh t by turns h09ide t he wooden oradle t hat held the 

light or our htme ;for who.t family of children is there tba.t doeti not con-
sider tho baby ao ouoh? 

!viy nister 9 1!.'va ,and I hacl planm d .,,omo very v.·ondor:ruJ. s urpr .taos tor baby 

~nough to bo carried out ot doors . One was l 

a c;ru-pc-v!nc crndle we intcndod to uenvo l\nd a.ttnoh to t!1o low branch or 

a. troe j ust outnl!!c the.door . Another t•ms a. Grou t socrct of i:n's.Thcrc a s 

t:1c "irctti cst piece or pink C'llico over a. tBoynton's otore,l13ht pink \'iith 

er.ca t da.rk-pink roaoo in it;:iho wuL eoinG to cct Dorothy 
ne\Y drens from 

this and '"..a.kc it so that she uoulc1 wear 1.t tho first ti~nc ohc v;a::; nblo to 
\. 

sri'ine in the CI'1.pe-vj.nc crPdle . D011:?.' ~:inter l~vn ,r oft.l"!n th1.nk how lovincly _/ 
she planned th·~t ureas.I t wo.R to he n "";rcat surprioe ,and noi t'iler or us-

n -~od tr;elvc and. nlnc--haci. dovolopcd n taste tho. t shorted the impropriety 

of ctrccsin::; a ha.by in calico 'Ni th fi!;Uro~ as la.:rco as toa- n<lucors. 

Fat.tier said he would try haying ac;ain in the mornine ;and ,if no Incinn 

ca.mo along to olui:n his d1nnor ,he 1·1ould bo throu!!Jl w1 th the lJusince3 ;he 

hopoct , lre never went,thoush;for, soon attcr duylicht the next ruornin3 ,mount-

ed men oume to tov.n, tcllin .:; that Indiana were burninc; hu1ldincs und ltilling 
l)eople ten rniles uwo.y . They coulu not toll just how bad 1t was ,an they he.d i 

hurried awny; but , lntor in the da~r,othcr ;nooecngcrs c;;.me \"ith news of t1:o wors t 

Indian nuosaorc the i~orld had ever 1••1 kno.m, "Every Ol1l. killed :from Birch ; 

Cooley to Nn Ulm,and the India.no on their way cnot a~ fast n::l they o~n kill!" 
cried the ~esscnser . 

No\': was ti10 t11nc for uo to rocrret tho a.ct of yestorcl'ly--not bcliovinc the 
I ndio.n ' s story ,o.nd my poor fa t"'or f'el t h \ r• 

t. in .i,1e u t once tolc.l u~ to p ack a fO't,Y J 
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a row t h ings and we would go.We were hurrying to do his biddine aa faai 

as we could.So paralyzed were we \11th f ear that we rm.de slow work ot it. 
So di d cvr.ryone who tried to flee that day.We were ready to go when there 

wore loud words outsid.e. A str nnee man was unharnessing tho horses.Handidg 

one to father ,he !Tlounted the other vri th t he words: "Ho~ there's no time to 

rooln, So father c.:amo to us and said:"Pressed into service. I can not stay 
a 

with you,"and he tried to act as though it wa.s/aoomrnon occurence to be press-

ed into Govcrn:nent service ,a.nd that it was a little matter leaTing us to the 
mercies of the savaces . 

But it \7a.s poor acting ;for we could see how he hated to leave us. 

Every able-bodied man and every horse that was able to carry a man was 

pressed that day to scout the country and eather s ett lers into the town:e 

and to fight Indians whereever they found them.Now all t here was left were 

women ,children,and old men . Of able-bodied ruen,there had been few at best, 
nco.r ly all havlng enlisted and gone South • 

Our town was oi t~ti1ed on t he very frontier ,cut off frol!1 all tovm east by 

s:na.11 bands 01· Indians , \",rho were kill inc; all stary settlers ,while the large 

body was doing '7holesale murder in the lar{;e s e tt lemen ts . New Ulm ;;as thirty 

miles away ,and on t 11e east la;vr t he Winneba go reservation ,which no on9 dared t 

to cross ,not knowing wiiat their attitude was toward the wli tesf. '\Vha t few men 

there vrerc eot together and deliberated on what v.-as best to be done. They ap-

poin tcd a :Lawyer Smithson ,~n with only one a~as suner intendan t of af-
fairs.As I look at it now,1t seems to me that there never was so great a 

.--

coward lived before or since that memorable time. Perhaps he di d the best he 

could with five h' 1ndred ~1omen and chilclren to pilot to saf0ty and nothing 

to do it \'r"i th except a vory ferr guns ,some O."'lUni ti on, but lo ts of lead in the 

har. He _:ave us the l '-'Ud nnd some bul lc t--nolds fro:n the armory ,and ordered 

us to run bullets for dear life ,~hich we did for the rest of the day.Prob-

ably t'·1orc v;as one hundred and fifty guns in the armory ,no one but women and 

youne boys to use them ,and not1ine mor e bullet-proof to cet beh i nd than Km.IOOJ!! 

conrnon plastered walls. 

\ihen nieht came ,al l hope had died. 'le never expected to see another 

dami ,as we lcnew that the woods were full of Indians all around us. ~'/he. t couid 
we do? 

I ho.ve often questioned since whether it v1a.s r ight to take every team 

' of horses and every ~an and leave us in such a place as that.As it turned 

• 
out,it waa b .. t. 

I rr.neaber a German WO:nt&Jl came walkine into town.currying two little 

•hild:·en.wUh two othera who could hardly kcop up walking,She hnd atar,ted 
with her tee.m,hor husband boinc; a.Wily ,and ,w~1en she r,ot a mile 

... from town~ 
an office:r- c~:ne - up urtd took hc:r horses ,and ahc had to come on .root.She 
could not talk Ene;liah very v1eU , nnd it -n h d t k 

u .. ~o ar o ma-e her under•tand. 
Our leader eaid,for the night , ho thouc;h t i t host for all to t~ke care 

r tl 1 ·' 
o ·'"""'c vee the boot t he-; could , lfe could- aum;cst nothine tor safety only 
t his:a few famil i es c:e t toGcther in houses 

as near tho river a.s 1>oosible • 
and ,wt t~1 what ar'Tls 'hey ho.ct ,tc do t he "est they could . · 

v "}'or m;y Ptlr t" , so. id 
hc,"I don't ox~cct to be alive in the morning ,'' 

the child1~on ,who no. tur~1 lly 
lfov; , t11.., t \';aa real consolinc , ospecinlly to 

think olde1· people ou,;ht to know , particularly 
to bo when tZu1 t older one !1..'l !)ncns 

a lo.w-.rcr • I l os t confidence in ln1'Nn-:--~ +i ...... - - n 0- -,-1; 1· a- "'noc I 
could v - - - v .. "' .... •"' .. 4 ... never 

~holly roc;a.1n, thouch the \visdon of aees h:is obli torn tcd oome or the 
p:r.c judioo CtlUtHJu hy thin one 's co;ardico . 

By night , every one looked as thouu-h Jie hud b"' th ,,.l, 

- vCn l"OUeu n Bevere :Jicknccs. 
IIo.m;ard a.nu pale and hollow-eyed, the ncoplo rrandcred about ,. no· hers '.Yi th 

bu bes pressed olor;e to their br·i 30+.s ,.hardly a word spoken by uny one. 

It often com8a to me how bravoly my moti1cr boro i t.ShE: would sho,7 no 

s1cn ol' v1cakneso except when oho looked nt the b~, Tcrriblo stori es hnd come 
or how they tortured t he -r>oor 11 ttJ e thincE; ;o.nd , \•;hon she came where 

Dody was ,' 
ahc ·:;ould cry in such n pi tiful way . Thcn ,I 1:o·;ld tuko h:lhy away out of her 
si .:;ht,and she ii'OUld soon be herself ... ~.,-.., in , tryinc t b b 
k"cp others so. ~ - u o c rave and tryin~ to 

That first nic;ht o \'1cnt to t ho house of Solomon l.elco:ne,who livo<.'l 
on the b~nk or the river ,very near tl1c 111 d N 

· :~ - ryon • o one slept excc,t tho 
younc; childrcn.Defo!'o n1c;ht , I had my plans lnid; ~o ha.ti :-:r.uiy ot!lors: if tho 
Ind i '1no camo ,a.t tho first Tr h ti 

ar- oop, e the 'babiot. to us and jump into t he 
"1ill-pond,Thc mot•10ro llacl eorda ready and 1.-ould have carried out t'1iH plan, 
all but my riothcr • .Sho said she oould jum:- i l l t 

!:' n icrso , p rhapn;but nhc couldn't 
tn ke the baby.so I took hor placo,t1cu a cord around the child's ~ 

. waint, then 
slipped it around my own,so tllut ,i:r t he time cTrne,a.ll r .. ould lmva to do 
uould ba to ti gh ten it up,jump fr-om t~o rinctow ,ancl 1t 

only n few steps 
to th c •:a tor's cdc;c . 'l'here were three 'IO t h ors r1ho sat and kept thn t sa.d 
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vi311 that nicht. 
I wo.n n child or n rc·a wor~s . Tlle rriothcrs tnlkeil i n wh iaper• ancl I heart. 

one eo.yi "Do you think }~ry v1111 do 1 t•i"and she came nonr t o me alld. M W 
by tho tlif!l 11,3ht '7hat I had dono . 

s·1,.1 r.ent r~ck to tl,cm a.nd I tcarc1 nmothored sohs,vcry piti ful to hcar; s o 
e ch crim·~ to 1;~1e t1indow in order to ~ee be tter . 'l.'hcy did the same as I ho.d 
-:one; they had ~1~1d t '1c ir cord::; in their poolcota heforc . I think no ono S!loko 
Cl !:::ain t•-:at nic;h t ,only to hush the children. 

It .. un :i wea.ry niC}lt. \;e could hear tho dis tant boom 
worlc had begun at i·Jcw UL"'!l. and Fo:rt Ridele..f:Y:o thol.lght 1 t 

of battle ;ror the 
even nearer. 

~ 

j u .... t a look 1.n to t heir fncce tol,: as pla:tnlyao r1orde the k1nd of newa~ they 
hod br ought.A. little l tcr,it l':e.s thought best to try to co t in•aY far t hnr o 
cant ~·hilo thn be.ttlt"J was on at fl i~e;loy.'I'he bulk of t 11c Indinr.s would bo 
t~cre , •. ne. r:o ;;11.,::ht ho aule a.t least tn .go t: out e:f t1H~ v:ill C"/ on t o h1e1ier 
c;round. Our cond 1 ti on could not he worso , wlln tovcr -.;;o ' let . nnd there is always 
n (.,cr tnin st.in.ulus in a ctlon;1 t rovivt s hope unct r.tnrtn the ntat;nant blood. 

ta'.\:c rh ~ tov~:n· th t:y ncoclod f o::- 1::t1n€H:l. :i.11 ti: us o , to en t 02· to ~-: c:o!' . 

I i.,'1Ve hon.rd it S!'t~d. t·?oro il1 n :fut'ny sidP. to every thing hut ·death nn.:1 

thir. 1tti.uc<; the lie;for ccrt•11nly the lul !orous n1dc r.as ·vory much in ovidcn-
cc.On(· ,,. omun took r.1nc 01~ tt:)n J!oop-skir ts ,and ,r1hon nokod >1hnt nho 1ntenuctl 
to t1.o •;;~ th t1.3m , ~o.id : "1f.y ~als hQVO ncvc1· ~1uJ. 1~oal store hoops ,not:1ing 

• ~l 
er 1·)0- v:L.10 or hctrrcl- ho<Yps ,an .. : they vu jnct cried for· 'um. no no:,..wh:lle 
I've ~ot n cl1an co , they are so1n~ to have A ~lenty . I ' mtirod and ~lok of 

but 

inn: 
ocwinc 

any old t11 in_:; 1 n to sk .irts no t h oy sh•1n' t co f 1.a. b by; for my pnun13 onos ar0 just 
a.a ··ood 1.s uny onc 'a,I'llj11st let you }\now.'' 

Lo.top 1.er :fou!~ e1rls :.1nrc'lrod in t r;o 11ne,bcdeolcod in cnormou~ hoops; 
unc'l orie ,ahout ten yearn old ,"1nc1 one skJ.rt on over th 8 nutfli do ,nn tho casif":st 
wo.y to ca~r'"./ it . 

Ano ·1or vio":lo.n took n bolt of t'1ble-llnen ,sayine 1 I ' ve been put down 
by tony ncir;'1bors lone cnouc-;h ,o.r11: ,no\/ ,I' 11 show t hem fine Boston folks 
t~·it 1 O!.lii set .1unt a ..• fine a· tablo ns they can,a"'ld hnvc junt as stylish 
co:n.,,any an they can . '' This iO!l':ln livocl in a d.ucout. 

Onl"' olrl :r..an too}: o. codfi~h. L" tcr ,..1c lf nrnod he i-:an fro;:i -·l.:.1 ine , Anothor 

. , • 
7. 

took four t een pounds of plug toll ooo eifhile another poae••••d hiIWelt ot 
a ..,ery tall silk hat ,which he wore 1n great sta.te ,with oTcralla an<.'I. in 
shirt-., lceves . Las t ,a \"."O!'!l!t.n Ctirried nway three mouse- trapa . •te oould not 
1:wg1n• what she wns e;oinG to do with them ,r.hcn a boy spoke u111 3ho ' s 
eoinc to catch Indians with thom. " 

\'1011 ,when tho t en.ms '"Ore countod, t'1cre i'fera twonty-five ox- teams and 
ten horao11 to a.bo 11 t four hundred nnd fifty people to nto.rt from there . 
Thore l{OUld be room for the sick and old and children , !...!ot,.!Qr nntl tho 
t 10 little ones rode with a ne15hbor ; the rest of us walked , 

Ench pedeAtrio.n had u light loacl of provisions • .11.bout trn·ec o ' olock in 
tho nfternoon,wc stnrte t'i. r1i t h the hope of set ting to Vernon before dark . 

Iii wets sultry clny ,nnc.1 very dusty ,~>o that we could not soc nhcnd . A. 
quocr - loo}:in3 sish t ,you y:oulc1 '1ny. Tho ox-wu.eona cu!'.llc first• then t 11 0 fc\l h 
hors e.- tcu:'!'.r:; , anc'l J.::iot the long lin0 of 
ciGht to c!15"rlty ;:f'or, ;ihon tho old wor~ a.blo,the:r took turn wa.J:kinB• \le 
chi ldrt·n fol t qHi t; r• f of.lrlons ;for we were •-:oine; a>:ny nonc\•f1cre out of danger , 

{and t:1e older 

~ ''\7hon we e;et 

on cs ,an \re tra"ll'C(1. !.llonc •would sneak W<)r<ls of cheer to us . 
on that hill," s~ld oJ.d z.~r . Snlth ," "on 't YTe eivo it to thc1nt 

\';c have (.,"tins onoueh a nc1 1)ullotc enour;h ,and '1lcn*y' of pluck to 1<111 every 
i ni'Frnnl reel ." 

Then ,wci cUildren would disol~ y 01lr store of bullets, the fruit or 
our labo!' t~::n. t <.,o.y 9 r;h1ch r.c hnd 'li1cJ nround oar necks in naclcs or dc1'.los1 ted 
in the dovths of our nockets ;and not ono \1ould .:.;1 ve the11 uri to ot!16r;{ t 1 an 
the noase33or of a ~n or to o. lt·ndcr ,o. s , .. e 11·1d bf'en orJ _rcu . 

11' the amunition waB llll in ono inGon, t"1ore rra:;! d'1nr;~r or t he cunnors 
r ott1nG sepe:;.·a.tcd f'roPl. t~.at;so it ns thou~,ht licot for everyone to carry •• 

his own.'Ihc11 , thc i'lon cu1•1•yine _;un!l could be nuupl1c<l tr011 ~ny"l1ere in the 
runkn. 

11 0 felt q_u ltc pro-pd 0:f' t:.· 'Y\rt ~:c •."9-r-e tc.:.;:1:15 iH t'1ia fli c;.11. t for 
frcccom ; nnd ,as a coed :1:~.y oar·i' l\::G. p(:)W\~e-.r-f l.:.teiks ,-.·.-e tcok on t he nir a.11cl 
o:npo:rtance of .,,...r ta.hlc '7.Et::;az l n(;S or armor ies ,wl th pride I think , la::it ntrong-
th to our tiro( bo<i.los before we h11d •valkcC. t'13 t ten nilcs to Vernon . 

~e :t'ord.ed ti.e Blue ~~n!'th Ri vcr ,one and or.o- th11~d miles from our dcGt1nu t -wcro rc~dy to t ko ion, ns the nun was sinking in tho won t•and ,bcforo wo up 1iho line or march a.cu 1n,1t was no'lriy dnrk. 'ho reset" of our journoy le.y 
throuch t~c denno woods . 
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'f7o h~d not gone farr botore thJ s harp Oro.ck ot a ritle br ke on t he 

st illne~s , t'1cn another nnd nnother. "Break rankal "oricd our' 1eader. "Run ~or 
Vernon to the hotel on the hilll " 

The ox-w 'gone wore fors·1kcn ,nnd t nc children put on the ox-teal'Q9 , 

whic11 sturte('! off at g-rent speed.No one could. keep trnck of any one else , 

e11ch on~ for hi"!lself . Away \'Ye went ,up hill and down ,o,rer th'" li ttlc br!dcre , 
and nou in sicht of to'\T?l , the h ill ,and a barr1cat1e . Oh , how .. ..-e r an1 

At last, t'1.e ones a.h<'"l.d entered the bc.trr1cade, t'1e si ch t of which lent 
wines to our fect . F!nally , wo wore inside t he oolls . 

V Now th::i t I had. ti·no to breath and t hink ,whore ·uore Mother and the res t ? 
In my fri .c::;h t,I ho.d forsaken thc.m. Wha.t a co\vurd1I 1ent out and found mother 
all'!lost ready to faint , 1th the ba.by in hor arms . Somo ::!'ricnd ho!:pod hor in . I 

not . At las t , 
'vent in scnroh o::r others . ?c2•ha.ps thc~r r1ere inside • ~hough I fen.reel 

I found t!1om . The 'nan who brought t• .om had not t ime t o _;ct them in l or overlooltod ' -
th~~ . Tak1ng iive-ycnr-old Willie in my arms,I lod the~ bnck. Thcn , tho big door 

was closed ,a. -id wo fcl t oafcr than .. we h'.ld since t 1'C first newe wae received . 

Thu barricade had been built rour)lly by the ueople of Vernon , the day 
and n1Ght before ,around the tavern on a little hill . There were nbout oicht 

hundred people 1ns1tle those walls that ni.::ht , oountin~ t he residents or Vernon 

o.:i.d Vic inity .who i"loro alroaoy there . 'l'hose 11ho t7ere d isa.bled 9wero put inside 
the houae ,o.nd tho ro11uindor stayed outside . 

Tho f1r1ne had ocasod now ,and thurc wao no sound snvc t he loi'T niurmor 
of voicco, th~ occas ion".tl cr:r or a 01111a. , quic!:ly hushed b:r l ta a. ttenda"'l t ,o. r:-

f'retful r·orc'l from n. sick ncrson ; outside , tho low or tired cnttle,the harkinc 

or .. :ods, the hoot of' ov1ls ;but , in the direction v1hcnoc t.~c f'irins ha.d come ,all 
\Tas still, thouch we knew that tho I1dl ns V'ere near nnd that t'1ofiring was 
the 1r i7o::·k. 

It W'1~ vory dark now .Out 11 ndcr tho P'.lle stnr ,we could deeoern outlinon 
or nco'Plc . Inside tho houoe ,1 t w~~ very dark . Fro"' I wished t o GCt t o my poor 

:not~er in tho::;c donsly cro\vded. rooms¢ l So-nowhere ,I could hear 11 ttle Dorothy 
ory nntl r-1ot:11er try1ne; to hush hcr . rJothcr said .:i.ftcrwarcla that she stood up 

all n1:_1:t suin.:;inG bnby hack 0.'1.:l forth 1n her ur:-ns,w!th hardly standing- room , 
and oho could r_:ct no r1atcr to Givo her to drink . Once w·hon nhc or!ed out louder 

' than usual,a wonnn ,?.trs • .:.>,,1th , npoke out qul to loud so all could hear : "I hope. 

if tho Indians comc ,thcy will tqkc that cryine baby the ftr~t thing tl1ey do. " 

-· 

• • 
I rim not a :t"irm belieTt,r in ret ribution Jbut ,when the morning ca"• , 

it broueht a meaaeng~r,wi th t he awful new• tha t t wo tam111e• three ~11•• 
west of us wer e murdored.One fnm1ly waa that ot a brother or th1e woman.The 

othc-r wae a fami ly na.ri.ed Jacobs . Poor 1.!ary Jacobs , a da.u·~hter ,~a• nearly dead 
with ccnsu-npt1on ,unahle to rise , so tho Inc'l.inns •ook her on her bed out into 

the yard nnd mo.de her family stand and :!Jee her burned ~live , they ootting f i re 
to 'her bed . Then , they killed the rost . 1,!r . Smi th 1as ohot ;but his wifo and boys ' 

. '' and baby cirl were tomnhawked . Ton people wore :na.ssacrect·near us ,and it was 
this :fir!ne t'.la t we had hcnrd . 

Poor J~~r s .Smi th ,whcn tho nows cumc to her,she fnintod . I•iother did all 

aho oould for her . we could see her sorro1 for 1hnt she h~d said ,evor artor 

tho t , she helped tend our sick baby anc.1 was tho bost friend wo ho.d dur!nc:; 
those trying timea . 

By nine o ' clock ,rro started 11ga1n , cro1ng ca.st.There 110.s a larger crowd 
now ,as overy one i n the otockade went ~and it _.._ _____ . 

a VH'-I U U e liO rict 
oftener than the day before. 

As the day \Yore on and the weaker ones eave out, t ho oha.ncos ware rower . 

By n1ch t ,my feet were bl is tercd 30 tiu1 t 1 t \VO.~ 1mposai blo to woar my nhoes . 

:.taJrJ wero in the s nme condition . We ca.mpcd that nicht on the Uaplo Pivcr,and h 
had sane twenty miles by ureinc t he oxen and ca~pinc late.I think t he inton-
tion was to keep rie.h t on;but a I:X-s . Nelson ,a ''eichbor ,was t~kcn s ick.Thay 
carried her into a vnoant house,ctosortod,as we had deserted our ho,es,and possible 
ovcrything/ wae dono for her.There s no doctor with us,and she died b fore 

morninG 11n 1_7cat agony . The due a grave tor hcr ,lininc; it with leaves and 
s ""nll bl·o.nchee or trees ,and \'le children ::ot all tho flowers wo could find 

and l aycd ovor tho bouglls . Thon 1 they ln1d her down to rest . "A low prnycr ,a 
dust to duet,nshos to aehes,"and we turned a..ay,louving )•tour de r friend 

to roet beside tho gently flowinc r1ver 1 benenth the wa.vincr srnss and rrag-• 

rant t'loworsifno more to liston to the ur-aldrm.s,no nore to dread th Ind-
ians' tor1.:.1havrk.'TI1cre vras a look on the fa.cos of t ho oldor onee , os :peciolly the 

mot~•rs,that I did not unctorstund;but, since y1)nrs of ox~crienco have come 
to -,0 ,and ,afte1· hoa.r inc more of the bloody work of tho rodskins 

1
1 t is pl~iner 

to me-- th~ t look or ~icr so ~ixcd with triumph.If they hact sn1d the word, 
"safe , 0 1 t could not have been -pl, liner. 

We fol l o11od t~c 1-0ple.: Bivor all that clay .Tho hoat .o.o 1ntcneo.It ~eo:ned 
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n3 if ~ho air was on fire . There was dreadful suffering in the van.There •• 

no milk for the childron,and the provieicn• h~.d dwindled down to breadJ'tor 

many had brouSht not111ne nlo~1g,papecinlly thooo who had come in from the 

farms.The poor babies h~d to oo f~d .c ...._. -- ....... __ -.-..S ___ ..._ '- .. 

.i.u ""' " "o..L~ 9u.11u ou li oa oy · 
1an too iok to aat th.at.surely oho could not live long eo ,o.nd i:ny grief" was 

wild when I heard one wow.an say to another : "Mrs.!·lnrstcn'e baby won•t 11Te 

throuc;h ~.not~er nic:;ht if we ca.n ' t find ~riilk for it.") I thoucht of Grandl'll& 

G""ancer ;shu could do a.nythins surely . I wont in search of hGr,aalling her 

name? ,und asking hnd any one seon her . I.Jo one hnd . So I ran bo.ck to our wacon • 

where I met Bllen ,our doctor's c.lau~ 1 ·tcr . Ti1ey ,to o ,,·10.ntcd ;nilk for their hnby, 

and she hnd como to confer wi t:i mo .i.n rec;ur<.l to rays nnd :neans. "I am coing 

to find a colT,"ohe n1id. "Cono on. " 'r!lkln:; u paU,wo ran down the roa.d a.nd sn-
• 

oke not n ?tot'd. until far enoueh from c~:np not to be hcaru und called b.:iok.IIor 

rat'1er hcd hncn pro~~ed into scrvico ,o.nd they were in '·he same condition that 
nonrly nll tho r,et were. 

"I'll tell :rou,"saiti.she,ntho ba.bics u1un·t hnvo r1llk ,arHi,in order to cct 
itJ\/c -:unt C'.:"\11 tho cow·s." 

Al thou h f'lhc w11!; two yc'l.rs youn :;cr th~1n I , .sho ha.d a tta1ned u pool ti-

on 1:-i -ny •:sti int ion t~r1 t m'.ldc :ne loolc on her as somewhat of a philosopher, 

n ··tly,r)'T'h'lns, boC'1U<.e she v:O.fJ tho doctor'n d·1u3:-ttor ,und partly from tl!C 

f·1ct th:-t t sh1~ ·1nJ. be n nry":loin ted leo.clor of our 01:. lldren' s pr:1ycr- :neetincs 

n.t ho~10 ,uftc-r ~very General reviva.l of rcli:;ccn , \.i11c:1 pluoc aho fill.cu 

with 1uch ent:1uo1a.om ,-rid l t 111n1r we ulT:uys loolcf~ up t o our s piri tua.l load-
ers.How·.::vor thn.t \ias,I v;ns very :111111g to do her bid. ine c.nd hud c;rf)O.t 

confidence thd t so 11ethln3 would come of 1 t. 
l.c ~.ool~eci f:lCJ,oss the r:J.vci." into t'!.P "lt!!!"\c10w , to be ~ur.- e that no cows v:erc 

c(Y'l'JC 1J.nd , rhen r1c ·;c'T'c re.r onou1:h f'!'orri camp so tl1a t there was no danc.r.er or 

of '1P 1. rt: hi. 'lrd , ·10 took turns in ca 11:!.ne us loudly o.s He could : "Co , boss . co , 

:3 ~s --Co, boss, "and took no thou ~h t of ':he Indians . 

At t •o SU'1rc'Ilc mo:'llcnt of r~xcite11ent ,1r an Indian ha.d o.ppenrod iwe would 

haY"1 asl~ed him if he h•;d s0cn n cow. 

At 'ast, tired 1•,i th c9llinc and woriry w1 t 11 tliocoura5o:nont ,r.-e snt down 

011 J. Ci'llssyk'1oll by the read nnd .:;ave ve~t to tea.rs . Anon ,ono of us would 

r'Sll":lO tho cn.ll;but,throuch our tc:-rs , it sounded more like o. \,ail of diotrcno 

• 

,. 

... 

11. 

I thl'lfl anythinG el&e,its coho ctying a~ay ana ;~erging into o~her aoun4a ot 
I 

the night. 
Now, thore as a. -1.iffcrcnt sound.Surely thin wnn not a faln1:''Me-mo." 

sound ; it was an nawering 
''mo-mo"and com1nc noarer.8<)on,a white object eprycarec1 troin the clJ.~eot­

ion of t11c 9oun.d. l, e took to nur hcol~ a.n<.'!. rn.n toward ca.mp ,lool<ine over 

OU':' shoulders e.t th{: eoun« ot' ;;heels warted to us on t ho n!~ht-w1nd.We 

were braver now . surely Indians didn't travel with buce;iee ,dro:rrn l>y white 

horses ;nnd .retracins our steps ,we ca.me a.lf)nes ide n team nnd. he rd: "IIcllol 

\"iho is th1e'l" Ci vine one leap ,I ~i<:';s in Grandma GranGcr • o ar:ns.But th 

old '71S.n '!I. t her sid \7as not her huebo.nd . Sh, soon cxpla.in9d their delay. 

f:hen the co.ravan,shc sa.ld , got to old nan Foa~et'sth0re Tiac1n 't room for him 
k c..nywhcre ,and their t~:u1n. had bcon t~.ken e.s our$ h1d. .and he wns_ tp9_ t'.e9~l.o 

tr. rr9.lk a. utop; oo Grancuna Grune; er VrlJJcod with the Fasset girls. 

"J tooke the old -:;entlornan j.n , "sho S'Jid)"nnd just as we atarted,I t hou-
cht : ' r;ell ,vro h9.VO (30t to go slo\"1 o.nyT.o.y;so WC hact better tnke the COW 

a.long,' and we t1ecl hor behind.'' On he ·ring this ,I hue;t;ed and lcissed the 

old ladl" so hnrd thll t she bade me get down and let her alone . 

"You c;1tls wait and short Gro.ndpa o.nd tho eirle to co.mp ,and we• 11 GO 

on, "and Gha r.hipped up the ord horse :!o raet thn t the co\T ho.d to c1nnc 

n lone, at n Ii:c:rry ea to . 

;~11Dn wo wcro alonc,Ellon turned to -ne . "rliary , ''tfr10 0'11.d,"don't you 

we had uettor hold n scn~on of p1•ayor?" Ofcoursc,I thouc;~1t it boot ,and 

we knelt thcn·c on tho c;ro.ss ,while st\o offc1~od up th.o following pra:rcr 

of Thanks: ''O .Lord Goc.'I. of I sro.el 1 ·.10 do thonk fhoef or th io cow ,a.ncl for 

tJHJ mllk B1H: \l:i.11 ci vo us. \,e blcoH tbeo for m:Jkin5 cor1s ,anyway ,and 

evc1·L·yth1n~ olsc . Blcns this foo~t to uc o.nd everybody el~o .Amen." 

Gh .. · v:as only ten y .o.rs old ,and tho stylo of our pr~yor-~ootincs 
lingered ,.,i th us . 

"Now lot us a.11 rise and. tontify to tho Lord's goodness , "she onciod • .. 
A5 it wnr. quite evident tho "nll ~ must apply to me ,I roso \71 th tllcse 

very or1c;1nal rcma.rkc: "It gives ~J\O crcat plcuoure to r~.so before this 

congro_3ation nnd testify to tho Lo,..d ' s coodnoao , thoug..'1 , really ,I don't 

think He is much of n Lord .if Ho cooc; and takes my little Dody ,or leta 
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tho Ind1 n kill her .or course ,I nm v ery t hankful for the cow and hope 
I shall prove fni thtul to the end.rt 

Yenre atter ,1+11 • Ellea nnd I would often laugh until the teara 
ould com when we would recall thi• incident. 

ii:r . O.ranecr nd the girls tJoon cnmo up with ue,a.nd,a.s he !l'l!l.sured six I 

feet nnd four !nch~s in hio otooking fcet , it wns h~rd for us to keep Up (l 
with him. 

On neo.rin~ the \f'aeons ,wo notioecl nn unusul com.·I1otion.Something had. 

happoned.I r they hnd m1oaed us ,we were eavod any r epr enmnd by the ex-

istina excitement . The first one tvc met,vn1e our lender , gun 1n hand . 

"Thero in no uso,girla , "he said. "we shall all be killed;for n womnn 
juet c'1mc runnine; into camp from Cobb River and .... aya ttie Indio.ne are 
burninc und kill inc tl1ore . " 

No\'i tt.-: t .ea whoro Ne ex9ec ted to oross in tho morning_. Tho Co'bb 

F:ivor wna ca.nt , so our cDcnpo wna r;i t o:rr .r\iy hend av1am. . It Sl'O?I pi tch dark, 

and I know no ,ore until aomc one spoke in br~NorT:eginn.Ellon had fled 
to 11or mother , the leader was t;ono .and this man,.. . E1•iokson i11hose waGon 

as next to ours ,came to my aid . 0i~ein Frcnu shall so:neth1nc do , "and she 
brought mtter and revived me , so I crept inside the corral more dead than 
alive from f'richt . 

Tl1f\ t nir~t , o. terrific thundo1"-storm arofte ,o.ccor1panied by a dren-

ching rein.It rnined all night and until ne r noon or th e following day . 

All t'-ic proteotlon we could. seourc,was to cet under t he i;ae;ons,"lnd ,betore 
tho rain wo.a over ,ovoryone v111s soaked to thCT okin. 

rrow hungry we wore¢i And it 1as poor exouoo tor food we haa . wo 
children wo~t out and picked sheep-sorrel and w1ld·lc~ks,and nto th m.~e 

cruaricd on the prairie nnd dared not ao to tl1e 1 oode for ber-ri a ,which were 
scTroc ,:to nothln..: c;rew at th:::\t t111c of t~10 year byt wild gooncborrios, 

tl.1ouch \TO would have been elad of thorn. Once wo found some wild turnips , 
so·nethin·: like an artichoko,though not no cooli to cut.Lnt c~r in the day , 

no'T!c -non found a. '10ta to-:atoh. T·,ere woro several bushels. 'f'hoy suDpliod 
the who~.c croud 11th one apiece ,which \70 ate raw ,not darinG to k.1.ke fires 

lo.toot n1d1t ,und i"Te wore too hunery t o wa.it till da.yl1e.'1t. 

Tho next "1lorn1n.: n ll ttle 1 nfa.nt died . They bur iad us tho r.i.ot~1or h-id 'Pl 
been, thOU!J;'l \ 1th no bonrda to cover 1 t and no flowers. We children no.ng a ' \ 

nong: "Litt your hoada,ye eoldcn cat•a, 
Let the little traTnler in.~ 

• 

I think 'tho tacea or us ohi ldren nrus1: or t11ken on the loek thnt 

P'WllSled. .. on the facoa or t he oldor people when Mra. Nelson died; 
but we were more candid:and sn id.!"Sc.te,:at'G. The Iru.liuna canit ge t it 

· now". 
'I'hc tn thor ,hendinG lor. over the li t tlo mound ,look d at us sadly 

11nd said n low ,"Amen". 
There wcs n thr e-m1le st ~ toh of prairie between ua and the Cobb 

R1v0r,ond,t'l·t'o or three times durinc; tho day,\,,.e saw smoke curling up 

throuch the treos ,when another tonoh had been anplied to some h:a~ or 
stack or hn.y.The ~m~n who had come from there said she thought every 
homo 10.s deserted , tho settlers ho.vine f'led ca.et rd. She ns one of the 

brave on~s who didn't believe there v1aa danger until she saw the house I 

next to hers burninc; . Then , sho took her only child a.nl1 :!'letl to the woods 
and accross the prairie , she lrnei'i not ~hi thor . 

Nicht C:'.lmo on neain . 'l'he wolf had ontcrod the door,so to sponk.Wc 
older ones were too fr1ch toned to 0'1 t or to feel the pangs of hunccr; 

but the younc; o?:tildron wore cryin.:.i; from hunc;er . i::vcry time the 'l!l k 'Ii 

elven to t ho bab1ea ,1t l'la.s pitiful to see the older children clamber 

'for 1 t nnd to hear thoir Di tiful cries v:hcn they wcro Jtlseod by . I kno 

no hunc;or or nnything elee,only tha t we TIOre to be murdered by the 

Indians.r1nat \'Tore t'1cy t'cedin:; the babies :for? Why dldn ' t tho; let them 

d1o?For wouldn't 1 t bo better to lay them dorm o.monc:; tho fraGrunt leaves • 

as we hnd the little ohild t'1at morninc; ,than ~o ho torturod. to death? 

\le he.a hco.rd the etory of the scout o.t Vornon:ho\': they h d round 

noar Hew Ulm six little bnh1eo nailed to u fence ,hcG.d downt;urd ,a.nd left 
to dio ,a cruel n!lil through )ach han<.1 and foot.Some wcro not dec.d yet . At 
ono "'lace ,a child \':as roa.Dtcd alive in the oven to make the nother co:ue 

out of hic11ng. 
Theee thincs kept runninc 'throu6h my mind ,and I felt Grandma \7na 

' fng wrong to .feed Dody eo well . Evidently,somcone oueht to see about it. 
I wolud GO to her .No ,my limbs r1ore too r;cak to carry me . 1.'Jy h. ad f cl t t 

stran~e .All I could do was to sit there and think about it all . 

Where r1a.s my rnther?~1hero i7as my nintcr Kate? Sho hud .:;one t wenty 

milas west of Gardon Ci ty to tfuch school a '1lonth bGtore . Dou,tl se,sho 
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h~d bo n ~1lled or t~k n pr18oner. 
Not~inghad been heard from the •oen• ot the 1>a t-.le. ETen new, the 

Sioux might be on thoir way to whore we were .Our flight out ott twha t na ~ 

t~ore for us? Not one in that crowd or e1gh hundred ex1octed ·to eac~pe. 

It ;,,,.u:• nearly daybre11k , tl1e cnmn r;a. s quiet.I had s lept only :f'1 ttully, 

hearing evory sound . 1'To\T we wore '\"Tide nr;ake;t'or ,over tho prairie ,can1e t he 

sharp click of horses 'hoofs ,and ,by the recular bea t 1\':o knew they \Tero hor se-

men . Surely the Indinns l We hud orders to keep low if tho tramp ot horsoa 

OT' c;uns wore hcard ;but 11U head achcd ,and I vrantod to cot where t ho cool air 

would blow on me;for it as very sultry.The situation was hardly plnin to mo. 
I must sec if it was Indians. 

Too dizzy to st:1nd , I crnl7led out of the rinc and off. in t ho di-

reotion of hoof-beots ,which wero comine ncarElr . 

"Frionds,o.na. not I n<.1 1ane ,"oamc a. voice fro~ tho da.rknoso. 

'liH n i;~1 e camp knew tho. t our suevense was over. There r:ould be nows . Ono 

of tho riders vras Bllen's ra·hcr,the "-'ootor ,who ha.cl. been pressed into sor-

vice.Thoy brought no~".'s th9.t th e Indians ' powder ho.ct been wot by the t orr1-
~le ra.in ,and they hnd retrea. tcd into the r1oods eurround.inc the f or t. 

There \"i'as a eood a.eal of lc11.11nc on the ~·utlying districts ,whi ch soouto 

were tr:rinc to hind~r by co tt1n3 thn 5ettlers into towns . They could do noth-

1ns for uo oxcept to tell us to wa.it for further news and to stand our grouhd 
a.o bor.t '"c could . Af t er d1.str1 buttng what ra t1ons they had nmonc t hose who 
neoded it ~oBt ,thoy depart d. I 

Some "lcn ,mde bold by the n own, \Tent in .search of food ,and found aomc 

onions e:rowine; b1Jyond a little patch of 1oods . \'Te had o. great feo.st;for,oook-
: cd '!1it'1 sa.lt,t ,cy tasted fine.T,o noxt day , so"10 turnipn wcro round , r1hich v;c 1;i 

ate raw.Lntcr , t 1·e scout uho wan \';1tl1 the Doctor ca:no ho.ck '' 1th the ne\';s t ha t 

a com'1!'.n~r o;,~ noldiers had. succeeded in ctt1na throu t;h tho Inclians' linos 

into rort Ridclcy , TI1 t h :i. n:n.1.ll loau of men . 

On 1,cinc; a.skcd a.bout th o snrcty or our e;oina buck homo ,he said : "Surely 

you c'.ln not ·.:;o cast or south ,and to stay hero moans starvation . But if you 
' do,co '1;1a. ck a crons the \',' inncbaGo rcsorvat1on , 1t will bo aufer t hcre . Tlle S ioux 

will not ·;o only in lc.rGO nu-:ibcrs ,and you had hatter risk t he \'iinnoba.goes 
than tho dioux." 

It W.'.2'l fift oc11 Miles to tl~o nG~rcst lino of tho rcservu tion . wc felt t>1 

• • 

• 
15. 

that ,!r that oould be reaohed,thc wor•t or t 1e journey would be OOOlli-

pliahod.It w • thought boot to keep toGethor until tho rea•rTatioD na 
reach •then •09. t tar as mu oh na po set bl•. 

At dark we had cone f'ivc milea on the Ind!nnB' land.! __ .. ,, -- ... 
.,.._ ...... UV II 

linger to tell tho partioulara of our journey home.At dusk the seoond 

day.we all arriv d at the top or Gerry Rill, t home.Hore, we had ordere 

to rJ> 11u1etly , each one nlone ,as much as po:iJeible, to crouch or orawl through 

tho streets,and light no fires,nor cnndles after reaching our hemea,~s it 

was impossible to tell if there were learking savaGCB around . Now ,this was a 

risky thine to do,if we hnd camped right there till mo~ning ,livos ~i~~t have 

been spared.But huneer gnawed and the nicht was oh111.and all longed tor 

tho protection or a roo1';:so they all went orr in the du.rknesa to t!eok shel-
ter in somll house in the villac;e . 

iv:o'ther broucht Dody to Me i r.hispor1ng: '1tcre , iao.ry ; she won ' t cry 11' y 
you nh1opcr." 

You nee I had ta.ueht her to ~·;his per TI!1an ?/other \'1ould havo a heada.cho ; 

and,evcr after that,if I wlli::;pnred to her , she wouldn't speak loud or cry. 

So I took hcr ,si!yine: "Co"!lo ,Dody , let 's c;o by-by ~it:;-back,"and that 
ins her dcl1.::;ht. 

Piok1n.:: my way down the lone; hill to tllc r ivor,I waded ncross,outting 
rey- f ee t cruelly on the stonee. 'l'hcn ,I dared riot stand upr1 sht and could not~ 
crouch '11th the weight on my shoulders; no , cot tine down on hondo and kno0s • 

I crawled the half mile to our houso,stopping to rent once and a hilc . 

Noar t'1c school-houo , there i'1ero loud cries.A m~n 11as attempting to drive 

throueh town against orders. I crawled nea.rer,as a little child oriod: "O 
napa. , don 't colT'1c I'1.di nns \rill killus I" Two men \'ere tr.:rine to stop the 

mt:n . It tras t~e :'"~rrioeon 1'n111ly,who C'.1"1ped next to us . He ,,ns bound to GO 

hom0 ,nnr1 he did eo;ro1~,with hin long wh1p 1ho would ntriko th~ men who tried 

to hold his hornes. "In Xorwny,t'.'lc folka ain't no tools," I i1card hi11 say , 
nnu thoy had to lot him co. 

lie found u fen t i-ior bed in the door- ynrd ,and !:other and I cot tho 

children to bcd ;but o selpt 11 ttlo ,as \';o were very huncry now .and longed 
for morn1ng , whon we could cook. 

The home of tho ,~.,.·riosons wa.o tvto and a half milos northwest or Gardon 

City. A .snnll "Xl.rt:r of red devils had killed them the t riJ.ornlne; nea.r dny-

11t;h t. Thoy killed t:lll the fT:nily oxcent tho mother and a thirteen-year-old 

• 
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dnu&.11ter ,whom they took pri•oner. 

The c~ics of th~ little boy beg~in · hie fathsr to • t&T ra in.,,,, 
hend for weeks. Poor little child l We ha<.J. no pi ty t or t ho t o liu t s. t her. 

I "licht tell ho v10 suffc;,red with fear t~1e next six 'f':oeka ,unt i l a 
co'"1•)o.ny or soltl1ers cuP1e up from the :'!outh to p1•otect ua . 

!ilpy yca.r.!J h~vo pas.,ed :Jinoe ti1en ,o.nd the aunr.;;11ne ot peu.CJc nud pro11-

:por1 ty 1.01·1 rol :,;n in the 11 ttle villa.ea . In pl oe of the old ar·mo17 ,now 

atande the Academy . The children ·".'lass in and out,l! t tle t hinktne of t he 

t rn cd1os that were enacted there no many years ago. 

The \vri ter of this li ttlo 3tory hopee t ha t it will f ind its way t•tw 
to some or the descendants of those brave men and women who f ought to 
bring civilization into ono or the gr-andcst Sta tes in tre Union. 
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