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Jemee Hart, (1)

Received first pay, August <lst 186E, Enlisted at Red Wing
Mirnesota, JMustered in at Fort Snelling Minneséta, Company wes drilled
for eix weckes under cornmand of Captein ¥, %, Phelps, of Red Ving Minn,
First Lieut Chase L. Davis, Red ¥ing Minrnesota. Second Lieutenant W, W,
‘illiams, Red ¥ing Ifinnesote, il

(Note by Major Anders: Hinnesota in the Indian and 7ivil Wars
ago 478, confirms detes and it is noted that he was eighteen yeers of age, |

On Octuber 1@th, 186, twenty four men of Company "D", and twenty
r nen of Cempany "%, {together with six privete citizens were deteiled to
with a wugon treir to Fort Abercrombie ¥, D.. Wech company had one wagoner
cind feur of these were detalled %o go as wagin mesters. In charge of each wagon
s #2¢ a Captain, designated as . uartermsster

? . / o = 1} M . ¢ T, -
1Hoee; ¥ : miie wae Dadeda 2 ery ot that time. North

3

kKota cane i

To maard the train were two regalers in charge of a howitzer, drawn
two big bliuck horses., This gun threw shells weighing four pounde each, and
d 50 euch grove sleny; the way, te muke sure whather thers were Indians
> 7O ‘np t"

\ong wera loaded ut the levee, at Fort “nelling, Ruch wagon
0 hilf Yons, '"ha losads consisted of wasunition, rations, blamkets,
nds of army equimment, including sixtecn barrels of whiskey,

raot day the treix rvr out. from Fort Snelling, orossed the
, &nd camped Just north of Minueapelis, A wooden bridpe spanned the

2 - 7
" ~Jd.

sonnisted of fifty eight jony, zach drawn by eix mules,

2
111
thre. hundred =nd forty wight mulee, only %two of which had
nesse  These mules were selacted from » bunchi of eighteen
een driven up fron S5t. Liouls,

Jecand day the trein reached Anoka, a distunce of twenty miles,
ey cemped for the night. The next three duys were spent in reaching
2 Cone 363 ent In resting wnd releuding, 'roin thiis point a
f n or s iles a duy 3 covered for a neriod of ten or twelve
fer whic loyandria was reached. The distance thru these woods was
liee, end five days ware requirsd for the train e pas. thru them, In
corduroy roads had to ve built acres: swemps, for which trees were felled
r01ldiere »

{ote; the word "woods" vas inserted after Alexemdria in the printed

’ QLLJLto i

Just after leeving the woods the body of a man, killed by the Indians
wa3 dliscovered besides the rouzd, 'The body had been Verridly mutileted, The
abdomen had becn opened, the intestines taken out, and the head cut off and
oleced in the empty abdomen. A grave wes ouickly dug, and the body given burial,
The identity of $his man was never discovered,

. The next three days travel were uneventful, and at the ond of that time
vhe Utter Teil River was reached. By this time the weather had turned cold,

and the river was frozen to = depth of six inchese The first team started to
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cros: on the ice, but midway of the stream it guve way, Then the soldiers

took axes and chopped a passuge thru the ice, broad enough to ullow the passage
of the wagons. As the river at this point was not over forty feet wide, the
many hands mede light work of it. The banks were very steep und high, nnd it
was found neces-ary %0 use the heaviest teem of mules at the top of the bank

to help pull the others up,

From the Otter Tail River to the fort, was a distance of thirty five
miless The road was smooth and level, and an effort was made t0 reach the fort
that night, dbut after travelling thre- miles, one of the saddle horses stumdbled
and fell throwing his rider. It was impossible to check the team, and a wagon
wheel pessed ober the mans leg and droke it, The Captein who travelled in a
light sulky, tool this man with him and drove on to the fort, Another man was
out Af the saddle, but in a very short time the mule fell again, throwing the
rigder, and both wheals of the wagon ran ncross the small of his bucke He was

‘lgaded into & wagon and cared for us well ns pos-ible, The frulty mule was

removed from the tenm, and another put in his place as saddle rmle. These
accidents deloyed the train for sbout one and one half hours, nfter which thhe

‘train started on, travelling frst as poarible, but were overtaken by durkness

when within three miles of the fort, und obliged to cump for the nisht,

4¢ the time that the train left Fort Snelling, it was joined by a
man named Codbb, & young man of twenty seven years, six feet tall, straight and
handsome, Thd$ man with his wife and three little girls, had squatted on a
piece of land intending to meke it their home, Mr Cobb had been obliged to
g0 to St. Puul on busines:, and was glad of a chance to return with the soldiers.
His home was at the exsct place mentioned where the train camped for the nighte
Their little home was fownd in ashes, in which were found the bones of the
wife and children, murdered and burned by Indians, Their heads had all be n
8plit open with tomahawks, The bones were collected and carefully buried that

I'Ii@to ¢

The journey was resumed next morning at daylight, and 2t nine oclock
the Red River of tho North was reached, on the west bank of which was situated
Fort Aberorombie. A ferry had Ween established at this place, and the train
was ferried over, one team at a2 time, As fast ns the teams landed they wore
driven irto the fort, and the wagons unloaded. By threc oclock M, the stores
wore 21l unloaded and camp was mrdes

In the fort were found twenty eight people, men, women and children.
These were partly soldiers with their famlies and the remainder settlers who
had found refuge here from the Indians. The Indians had beseiged the fort for
four deys but were unsble to capture it. One man in the fort, whose naume was
Lewis afterwards enlisted in Company "D" snd served threc years, This man had
kept a stage house sixtecn miles north of the fort. At the time of the Indian
out breek, this man was watching for the coming of the stame and saw it coning
hotly pursued by Induims, He had the relay team of horses ready when the stage
arrived, the teams were hastily exchanged, his femily, consisting of a wife
and three children, entered the strge, and succeocded in sufely rechihg the fort
ahead of the Indians,

(Note by Major Anders: I have exemined the muster roll of the Tenth
ftegiment, Minnesota Volunte-rs. Chrisopher Lewis, aged 20, enlisted in Co, "B"
February 23rd 1864 snd was transferred to Company "I", April 4th 1864, There
was no Lewis in Company "D". However there was a Lewis Lewiston, aged 29, who
enlisted August 22nd 1862, It is noted also “"Corporal, Abgent"”
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James Hart, (3)

"he wagon train was sterted dbaek the cay after arrival and went
straight down the river to Breckenridge. Before the Indiun oug break a
jovernmaent saw mill hed beon esteblished at this place for the marpose of
sawing lumber for the settlers and the forts. 4 large number of brick had
also becn shioped there. Before leaving Fort Snelling the officers in charge
of the train had been ordered to load these brick {nto the wagons and take
them back to Alexeandria Woods, where four compunies of Wisconsin Infansry
hod becn ordered $o spend the winter, The brick were to be used to build
fire nlaces for the soldiers.

At this place there had besn several famalies located but at the
first Indian alarm, they hud left their homes and fled to safety. These
homes had not be:n burned by the Indians, as they had intended to return

nd live in themselves. The settlers had not time to take their household
goods with theme The Indians had entered, slit open pillows nnd feather beds
sciittering the feathers over the rooms, and taking the ticks with them,
everal head of cattle nnd hogs were still there, running in the sorn fields
and to the wheat stucks. Thre- fut hogs had be~n butchered by the soldiers
vhen they nas-ed thru her first, ~nd the meat proved & welcome change, from
1t nork, which had bean their lot before. ™e trip back to Fort Snelling
5 uneventful, the entire return trip toking only nine days, while the trip
out hed taken thirty osenwen days. The teams were turned over to ¢ e “uarter
ester at Tort “nelling, amd the soldiers ordered to report to the comnuny,.
uring their ubsence, the rems nder of Comnany “D" had méne to “ankato, to be
resent at the hanging of thirty eight Indirns, who were leaders in the out
reake Then they had returned to Henderson, and were joined by those who had
a the trip to Tort Abercrombie, rnd were quartered there until Febrpary
1863 "wo Soldiers, Tdd Fessenton and Joe Bomnie drank too much and becsme
very drunk., They were nlaced in juil, lock'd in and the susrd went visiting,
nese two nen thot they would remuin their liverty, so piline the beds und
Jedding in the middle of the floors and set fire to it, thinking thet the
uarda would open the doovr, The fire was discovered but the puard with the
oy could not be found, The soldiers tried to force the door with & telegraph
le, but it was strongly built of logs, and they were unable to do 8o, and
v1@ men were burned to death. On February 10th 1863, the conheny moved
S1xte~n miles west, where they were ordered to build » stockndee This move
a8 nede on focd, and the »nlace resched short}y afternoon, In the nfternoon
house standing two miles distant was moved to where the stock:ade wes to be
11%, ©nd mrde into a bunk house for the soldiers,

‘ote by “ajor Anders: Tho muster rolls show that Joseph Ronny,
*ged <b, and Edwin A, Fessenden, uged J0, died at Henderson on December
ord 186<e Both enlisted August 22nd 1862, Cause of death not stauted, )

The stocknde was built one hundred feet squure, of logs sixte-n feet
long, stood uonright, and the lower end sunk three de«t in the ground. Bastions
vere built in each cormer to command the outside of the wall. Two nearbvy
farmers, owning large teums of horses, weee hired to heaul the logs or to do
any other heavy work,

south of

Tem miles dedew the stockade, was 5 grove called Norwegian Grove
there hed been & settlement of Norwegian peovnle at this nlace, dbut when the
Indisns went on the warpath, in the fall of 1862, the killed twenty aight
of these neonle. There were buildings still standing ot thise place, and the
fovernment bot two frame houses #nd one log house, all of which were moved to
the fort, The frame houses were moved on two big sleighs, while the log

DAKOTA CONFLICT OF 1862 MANUSCRIPTS COLLECTIONS

James Hart, (4)

house was torn down and rebuilt on the new sites One of these was used as

a store house, one for & cook house, snd the other for officers quarters.

Five miles north of the fort was a saw mill, owned by James Allison. This

was the man who later ran what has always beecn known as the Allison's Ranch
situated seven miles west of Fredrick, Brown County, South Dakota, Mr lart
was sent to this saw mill, with threc other soldiers, and a six mule team

tc help Mr Allison load lumber for use at the forte It was impos:sible to get
men to stay there eamd work on saccount of danger of Indimns. Mr Brackett who
leter was conrected with the ranch above mentioned, had contructed to furnish
beef for the expedition, Lumber from the saw mill was hauled to build twe b
buildings, each fifty foet long nnd twenty feet wide. One was for the cook
house and the other slecning quatters for the rien. The fort was finished the
middle of ey and the men ordered beck to Henderson with the exception of six
who were left st the forte A putrol had be-n esirblished from ®Bird Islend,
Minnesota, to Fort Abercrombie, with stcetions sixteon miles aparte The fort
just finished was called Fort Goodhue, and was used as a stetion by members
of the natrol., Before leaving TFort Goodhue, Mr Hart was sent to La Saeur for
arms end ammunition, a distence of twenty five miles, The trip was made with
a wagon snd 8ix mules, snd three days »es ed in making the trip down, The load
consisted of eighty four S»oringfield Rifles, 3ix boxes of curtridiges rnd
bayonets end scebbards, The Boads were very muddy, «nd when within six miles
of the fort on the return trip, his load stuck and the mules 2ll laid down in
the mud. & Cerman femily livédé close by who owned two yoke of heavy oxen,
The ferman took his oxen and pulledthe lond up to his house. The rmles woere
unharnessed and placed in the onrn, when Xr Hert was invited into the house
for supper. 1mon secing him the frrmers wife excluimed, "You to young boy to
be ot like this, I keep you here mit me. ', ®he. évoning was spent. in visiting
and rs it grew late the lady unid,”I guess you sleepy, I put vou %o bed". True
to her word she tucked Lim in vpetwerzn two ample feather bedsy where he slept
soundly until morning. This was the lust be dhe slept in until «fter the war
closed, DNefore he got started next nerning, the quartermuster eopeared on
horsebuck, looking for hime Mr Hort told him how kind the »eople wewe had been
to him #«nd he gawe the German a U. S. voucher for three dollars in payment,
This was more money than the farmer had seen in a long time, The mules were
asnin hitched to the wagon, rnd the fort was recched without further difficulty,

From Henderson the comneny waes ordered un the Minnesota River to

Camp Hope (?) situsted six miles north of Fort Ridaeleye (?)e (See Notes follow-
ing.) Congresuted at Camn Rope was 2 regiment of Cavalry, three regiments of
Infantry, nine hundred strong each, with eight nieces of artillery. There were
ambulances, doctors, large tents for sick una wounded. There was 2 drove of
8ix hundred head of cattle, furnished by l'r Arackett, n»nd thre~ hundred, six
mule teams. Twenty five wagons were loaded with pontoons, planks nnd stringers
for use in oros.ing rivers., This urmy was under tho command of General Sibley,
‘&ch rezimeng had two satlers teams loaded w th goods to s3ell to the soldiers,

The chief of scouts was named Joe Brown, He hud sment most of his
life vumong the Indians, sand had an Indian wife. General Sibley and Joe Brown
would not have mules to haul their luggame, 20 dachehad threc six ox tenms for
their own personal use. Goneral 31bley's wife wns u1so v squawe(?) ( See Yote)

(Kote by Major Anders; He refers to "Camp ’upe”. He has the location
wrong, ''Camp “ope” was located as follows; "It (the expedition)wus to assemble
at a point near the mouth of the fted Wood River, some twenty or twenty five
miles above Fort Ridgle}". "Minnesota in the Civil and Indian ’ars" Vol, One,
page 749,", See also map, Poge 268, Folwell's History of Minnesota., As to the
nationality of Ceneral Sibley's wife. Se YWest's 51ibley Pagns B84-85-86 etc,

She was the dsughter of Fredrick W, Stecle of Baltimore, #nd a white woman, )
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‘enerel "ibley rcde on horse back mt Joe Brown insisted on o horse .
nad. buay.  “rom Qamp Hene this crmy followed the Minnesots ?iver, north west to the Missouri Niver, where they tried to make & stand, at the point where
ey resched the easterr ‘oteaus, in the vicinity of the pressnt town ipple Niver empties into the Missouri just four miles below the present site
his uince shey discovered & sreat big biack U, S, ox, jet of Bismurck. Here they tried to hold the soldiers beck until the squaws and
Olv vaere by a4 wegon train %he fall hefore, tired out and papooses had crossed the river. They were riding ponies, some nonies corrying
bt theco plonae Cump was mede wt Skunk Lake, where the so & squaw and threeor four papooses, they plunged into the water and swmm acrose.
e uge @ boundad vith $'ish, which wes much enjoyed Captein Jores once more turned his guns on the warriors, snd they were obliged
Ccint w9 urevelled rortl. #li dey end cuped that night on | to tuke to the watere They entered the timber on the opposite side and tried
vie: pretent wite of Tdsbon, Our next duys move touvk to kewp the soldiers from reaching the river to obtuin water for themselves

viits

fere vwe croased the river and c:mned on thae the west and stock, by firing acros:,
uly fourth, we steyed L[a cemn all Cay, snd slso
wienty flva wapons, of supplies from Tort Aberer- Once more Captain Jones brought his guns into notion, threw a few
COe “hay wrrived on the Tifth and on July ‘sixth shells scros: and they soon stumpeded up the hill and disappeared. This wasg
* trevelling swd deys we renched country where the the last we ever saw of them. Ceneral Suuly, coming from “t. Louis with another
we would have %o turn Ky v they had army had expected %o meet us here Lut he wus two we ks late. It had been agreed
hoed, 4C o f trhere was sufficient that the .my that renvhed the river Cirst was 4o signal ihe other by firing
ifi the pluge Tor two dmyge Un their return rockets. This we did from the top of the hilhest hill for three nights, bdut
. bhint She preagrhoniwer trict in two deys receiving no answer, we turned back,
versl days lnter wse reached <e 12, “There wa
bhyew up 8 orky, four faet high, eround The property of the Indisns left behind was wathered up, during the
0Ll works wre utiil stending and time we weited here sud burned., It consisted of mang tepees, one hundred ond
sgons wnd <11 the pocrest mulosy seventy five wapons and buggises, stolen from the Winnesoto settlers tnd loaded
ogether with twanty wall oues vith household grods, stolen from the sume settlers, thirty tons of dried
: bugfalo meat, und strangest of all, a new J, 1., Case threshing machine seperator
vhich they had stolen in Vinnesota, and hauled out there with oxen, No doubt
ke in they were attracted by its red color,
the
'8 From here we went back to Camp atkinson where we were met by Major
{ifteen 3irch on his return from Yevils lLake. Jiile at Devils Lake ‘iajor Birech had
f four ceptured the son of Chief Little Crow., Irom this Indian ve received the first
ipeter news ws had had from howe since we started out on our trip. '"nere was en old
nd carry Frenchman with our army who scted us drummer, und he had known the voung Indian
reaty, all his lifes To him alone would the Tndian boy tealk. This is the story he
nok Chaska tolde Enrly in the spring of this year, 1863, Little Crow und his son snd nine
Y ¢ ) . poisén warriors had gone from their camn ut Devils Lake where they had speht the winter
irelrands in his fle: d o1 literelyy and returned to Vinnesota to stesl horses, and also to met a larse emount of
r the pregries to the wolves, en the Jewelry they had stélen and left buricd. They had all be n killed by the settlers
re on the train, Yrving to stampeds +re with the exception of tris son. "he nine wvarriors were killed first leaving
i1 ircle vith tha stoek inside, Little Crow and his son. Nemr the town of Hutehinson, !innesota, had livad
'y, @0 returned a man named T.ampson and hisg faraily. During the Indian outbresk they had left
surrcunded the Indians their home ond taken refuge in Hutchinson, where they were still staying. Mr
§. dry lake ampson, one day in spring, took his two little sons and went out to his farm
ur reast where his stock wers con€ined in o nasture. 'hile walking along the road they
dissovered Little Crow and his son picking strawberries. !'r ILemnson and Littla
cHow both fired, but as thay were bedh very much excited, neither bullet took
€ by jor Anderw: ne apove account cf the aexpedition and it | effecte The little sons of i'r Lampson hid in the brush, snd Mr Lemvson Jumped
3 i P Yope " 1y 30 utterly at veriunce with historicsl {act that behind a big popular iree, standing near, from which he fired again, The
‘hliess lrom o nistericsl standnointe (orrections comnot ha uade here, bullet strick the stock of Little Crows gun, glunced and vassed thru his body
e or student is refferred %o .est's ibley's Life smud Yimea; To killing him instantly, Believeing more Indians to be nesar nt hand, r Lampson
ed0te in the Uivil and Indian 7urg; TFolwells Histery cf the State of and his sons hurried back to Hutchinson and told their story.
rnaggota snd o cther reliable accounts of ¢.is campaigiie In fact the account
01 Loctor -elser’'s denth, to tha death of Chaska makes one who knows the facts A party of twelve cavalrymen snd some citizens tock spades and went
ronder if Rert was not arawine on his imaginaiion in orier tc imprors some onee ) oat to bury the d .ad Indian, They suspected it to be ILittle "row, but were
not sure, and hastily buried him. In the towvn was an 014 mun nramed Davy Jones
captain Jones breeught up his battery of 9ife% runs 'nd fired sgix who had knmown Little Crow and who said he hed a crooked wrist, caused by a knife
I oIt n gun, the ehells nll lemding in 4he lrke ede This started cut in =« fight, and also that his teeth were all molars, Tre next day they went
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three horses. rfarly in the morning the old couple heurd the horses running
about the yord, and upon lokking thru the window, uaw the Indians chasing them,
The odd man had two gunssand with one shet killed two of the Indisms, Then his
wife handed him the otler gum, snd he shot cnd killad the third. Fearing
there were more Indiens near the old couple dered not go out of the house.

From the back of their celler they had dig a tronch, leacihg veskward and up
wvard, until it reached the murfece of the ground, in 2 patch of brush some
distance back of the house. They crawled out this trench into the brush and
then thru the brush to the prairie, from which they saw the patrol coming.,
They signaled these soldisrs by swinging their heta, and they went dack to the
house, Searched but found no more Indisns snd buried the cead ones, After
reaching Fort Snelling we were furloughed for geven cays, with orders to

report for duty on Cectobe» 7+l

MR W WY Ny

James R, Hart wes born =t Beaver Dem '{seonsin

ay 30th 1840,
c&¢h 197,

Fe dici at Tllendule, North Vakota, April

aid wus turied =t llendale,

Kote by Major Anders, March 15%h 1936; This 4is o3t intoresting
narrative and would ve valuu¥le if the subject matier had be n edited end the
obvicus errors elininated, TMisn ownd deen not agree as to sequenges of
canps, dotes of camps, location of crmps and other meiserial facts, recorded
in offieial revorts dinries and othor vourses of informantion, ‘Vhen {4 ia
noted that the Indians travellad nesrly five hundred mliled, over a country
#ithout roads, 1% dces not seem likely or nrobable that they pulled a Case
hroshing machine that far., I[owever this is an inference and each rmust form
his or har opinion a2s to the accurucy of the storye. On the other hand there
are many things in the story tlet sgree with cfficial hlstory., Any one using
this story in an attem-t to obtain historicel metorial should carefully compare
89t, "immeszota in the Civil rnd Indiun ' ars and other
suthorities, olso the Renoris in the ar Tepertment ‘acords, more esnecially
‘Wer of the Rebellion, (fficial Records’,
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