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Deer Sir: 

le.st Aueust I joined the ~'"inr,esota Histol'ical 
Society nr.d purch2.ced ;; set of \Yilliam i·;att~ Fclv1ell' s 
A "Tfistory of ..,.rinnesota ~ihj ch I have since rec.d. In 
A111Jendix (8) , Volumn II, page 391 the foJlovving topic is 
di~cus sed : 11 T!1E 1TUJ"J3T.'?. 0:..;1 I:II lEu Af11D !.'OF:-r;E:::i Ir TH3 SIOUX 
01TI'":q~:'.;AK 11 • In trie footnote at the bottom of page 392 reference 
is :nadc to Satterlee' s "VIC'.!'J"'rS OF T1 r Il-:DIA?T ~w-ASPAC~ 11 • 

I am interested in this reference to a list of those 
who uers- murdered by the Sioux for the reason that my grand-
moti.1e r on my father's side and my father's brother were killed 
?rY the Si aux on Auc:us t 23rd, 186 2 in 1\eu Sv:cden Tovmship , 
Nicollet County, T,ri ...- "lesota. I r·ould like to knovv- if t.here is 
any authentic or official record of thePe two victi'iln. I 
note that 1~. Satterlee credits twelve c&sualties to I'icollet 
County, and tnat to these one name vras adled ir.. 1923. 

Yy grandmother's name v1os ~:-rs . ~rick Johnson , nee 
J!illa JBns Dotter . 1!:Y g:1:'2.nd.father he.d the narr1e of Erick 
~nson when he ca.Jne fron Sv.rcden in 1854, o.nd. I do not know 
vihetl:.er or not he still retained this s·rna_'ile in 1862. T 
r[t~1er thlnk that he hrd Dlready cha.ne;ed his name to Johnson . 
'rry uncJ.e, r:ho •:1as the second victim of the Outbrealc , v:as a 
boy of 12, whose name was Pehr. Do the names of these t1.70 
victims appear in!~. Satterlee 's liat? Is there any other re-cord of the;n? 

Thif' v;eek I 1·eccived a ste.tE.ment frc'il :r.y father's 
sister, T·rrs. Ingar Holmquiot , who resides at 405 5th Ave., 
l~. =·, :J'E.ribaul t, T·~innesota, which sh2 wrote out five yea.rs 
ago intending to use it in making application for e pension . 
I sh&ll e:1close o.. typer,rri tten copy of this account . In it 
she recites the part that she and the other members of n1y fa-
ther's fc.,.,.,ily played in the Sioux Yassacre . Unfortunately 
the statement is meager es to details . The v:ritcr leaves out 
too much to make tht. document entirely clear . The typev1ritten 
co~y lfuich T enclose differs from the oririnal only in that the 
spellinr anct. runctuation h&ve been partly changect c:>.nd improved . 
AlRo I have inserted the names where'brothers ' and neichbors 
vrere mentioned for the sake of clarity . At the time that 
l'rs . '-rolquist prepared this statement she submi·~ted it to 
"l'r . Andrev1 ~,"'elcon of St . Peter (since deceaned), ""~r. s. O. 
Strer.d of St . Peter, and v:r. . C. c. 1:elson of L2f£'.yette ,(?. F . D. 
# 1 , Ren "'v.eden ".'ovmshij), and you. will note thAt tl··ese three 
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certify that the ste.temerJt is correct . Al l three of t hes e men 
lived near Scandia Grove Svvedish Lutheran Church in Hlcollet 
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County at the time of the Sioux Outbreak. This is the church 
referred to by Yrs . Ho~quist . ~'"r. c. G. Fe lson lived on e f~~nn 
ndjacert to the . one that my t:randfather ovmed and on v:hich the 
murders described took place . 

are on 
I am, 

:1it'1 .re ard to \.hetl er or :1ot th12 n:. rs of :'Tlv relc.tives 
~ 

SaLe1·lr2e's list cf t~ e vlcti'Js cf L1'1e Sioux m~s'"'&.c::::·e , 

The dates mentioned in Yrs. Hol~uist's statement do 
not a,,..ipear to be quite accurate. I am quite certain , honever, 
that she is correct in making the statement thc:..t " It was on 
the 23rd. of Aucust that the Indic:.ns murdered my mother a.nd 
"'lY b!'otLer u. This le2ves one iv.te 1 the 2~-nd of August , to be 
accounted for and I hcve vrri tten her about th:3.t tlay nno ::l-::1.t.e ~ 

I might explain furt11er that t he tv1elve ye2.r old 
brotr1er v,·~1cm my aunt mention:: c..c being with her and the mother 
and baby v1~1cn the Indians cc:r.ie upon them \':as Fehr, the boy 
·::"hem the Tndians r:i.lso killed . They took l:lim with them a few 
hundred ya:i:ds avid then shot him . As my aunt states, he was not 
found until ~ week afterwa!d . Possibly sh~ has forgotten the 
ex.act lenzt.h of ti1::e that tho body r.Jf tb.io boy lay undiscovered, 
since sLe sta Les tliat he W<..1s burfied in tne sa..'Tle grD.ve vii th 
her motLer. She alr-io states that tv·o brothers were with her 
father . The ~rounrer of thece t';10 , Olaf, is my fat he r, who vvas 
t~reP ye &rs old at t~e time. The older, Rels , was five years 
oJd. ?cth ci.rc still alive . The oldest brother , John, as the 
a.c c o u >;. t i rid i c a t e s , e s c 2 p e d on . or :::: el' o ck • He w o. s f i ft c en ye o. rs 
cld . T '"f!.is· .t ':i so exr;Inin 1,,1:.ot v1herc the fuci tives 11 h~d 
in tl:c crass " the slouch gra.s:;: crcV! very r:ink before the svramp 

l~ndc ~ere d~ainel out jG later ye2rs . Thi~ Jrob&bly accounts for the 
fact Li.at th0 fa 1·ily v10.s split u~J in its ef ort to escape after 
.ju.'11pi: c out of tLe ':tcc;on. ""'.Y [ ra.ndfi-'.t.: er ·1·1ith ·:-el& cxd Olaf 
·::adcd ,....,. t int0 c slouc;h,o:::- c•.'.emr, 1:herc the Indians did not 
fir.c' t1 cm . • Tt v«·.J:c> from tid.:: _,l2cc hrt he henrd the 
::hotP firej by t .c r .. di ans . 

Since thr:: Sioux 1"o;-E,acr€ of 1862 claimeu Revcr~ 1 
11u11drtds cf victirris, T do not sup,'ose ti·:-1t kno;·1lf'J."e of tr:o 
c>ddi ~iC'n2l kil, inc;:::; 1;iJ 1 c: :le!. onythinr to e&rl.:r T'"inresotC'. hic-
tory. ~ro't1c:ver , T a.m natur.;:l 1y very dcsirrus of having the 
nencG of my relatives listed with those .iof the other 363 
r:ettlers Vlhose Jives ·were lost in thirCJ outbreak. YY grandmoth.t 11 
and uncle nere Lhe only victims in New· Srleclen To\1111shi1J . 
Tbis 01.vybt to te of some interest to t~.e ~,istoric:n , e::>1Jecially 
::; l nc c c O:""llJarc.ti ve l:·· f c-rr of the entire number l~il led resided 
in "~icollet County . 

I '='h~:ll 2\70.it your re 1Jly YTi tl· 3. .zr?~:.lt deal of 
interest . T ~.tOfie th:.:t I have mode m:' J.ctser sufficiently 
ale r so t:rt the c:"cntial facts U2J ~e ~otten from it . I 
·:c:.vc _i -.di cctPJ the cdclre~' ec of :crs. 1·oi;quist and those \,ho 
Certify t'1at her state-:-ne:1t ir· correct so that , if ncce::- ary 
er :c~:ir::ibJ.o, t 1 ,<:: fc:cts con be cor1·oto~~ot0:1 1Y1r t;1e:=-e nco 1le . 
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INDIAU OUTBREAK IN ( NE~1 SWEDEN TOVlNSHI P) NICOLLET 
COUNTY, lA:INNESOTA, AUGUUT, ll3(3? .. 

Statement by 11.rs. Ingar Holmquist, nee Ingar Johnson, or 
Jonson, of Faribault, Minnesota, 1920. 

On the 14th of August we were told that the Indians had 
broke out and were killing people and burning houses, sta-
bles and grain. That same night all the dogs in the 
neighborhood kept howling all night. The men got their 
rifles ready but did not have any ammunition and we had 
16 miles to St. Peter where ammunition could be bought but 
they went out anyway to see if they could see aey Indians 
or fires, but they could not see anything. The next day 
all the men hitched up their teams and everybody went to 
the Church Y1hi ch was five miles fro1n where we 1 i ved. We 
stayed there till the 21st of August. Then a man named 
Thorson told us that scouts had been out to see and there 
were no Indians so it was safe for us to return home. But 
the very same night after we were back home someone dis-
covered fires and all the rest of the families (in the 
neighborhood) went back to the church in the ni6ht, except 
my parents, who had not been told of the fires. In the 
morning one of the neighbors was sent to tell us, but got 
scared and forgot to tell us. Some other men and father 
went on horseback out west on the prairie toward where they 
had seen the fires to see if there were any Indians. They 
rode on till they came to a big slough. They saw men on the 
other side of the slough who beckoned them to come. They 
rode as near as they could; then the Indians fired at them 
but did not hurt anybody. Our men t~rned around and gallop-
ed back as fast as the horses could go. Uother and 
we children were ready in the wagon to drive away. When 
we saw the men coming so fast we knew there was danger. 
l!other did not ,.,ant to leave fill father came. He jumped 
off the horse, and my brother (John) jumped on the horse 
father had been riding. Father took the lines of the 
team to drive away. We met the Indians. Father turned 
and drove to the end of the pasture. There he stopped 
while we jumped off the wagon and hig in the grass. The 
Indians took our horses and were pursuing my brother and 
a neighbor. They shot a nei~hbor boy (John Solomon, 
changed name later to Wilson) through the wrist. Then 
they came and found Mother, one brother, Pehr, twelve 
years old, one brother ten months old, and myself. They 
shot Uother in the chest. The last words she said were, 
"Lord Jesus receive my soul." They then kicked my twleve 
year old t~other and told hi1n to get up. Then they kicked 
me and said get up. I was in a trance and could hear and 
feel but could not move and see. They asked brother if I 
was dead. Do not remember his answer. Then two Indians 
dragged me across the pasture holding my wrists; they 
felt of my pulse and threw a feather mattress over me. I 
thought an Indian was near me watchine. I have a big scar 

.IJ.•) 
ff~ ., Statfuuent uy Mrs. Ingar liolmquist on Indian Outbreak. 

on my right side above my knee from being dragged. I lay 
~here from bet~een two and three o'clock until nightfall. 
When I got up it was dusk. It looked to me like the corn 
in the field was walking--fires all around houses stables 
and grain. I heard my little brother cry.' He had 1 laid by 
1.!other and cried all that time. I went and got him and 
walked back to where I had been left. There I found a 
piece of bread and masticated it some as it was very dry 
and no water near. He ate it and went to sleep. I went 
through the fence into the field where some hay was cocked 
and went into one of the cocks with my brother. Father 
had gone farther away so the Indians did not find him. 
~e had two small brothers with him (Olof and Nels). VJhen 
it was dark father came to look for his dead as he had 
heard a shot for each one of us. He saw a dog sitting on 
one of the haycocks. He went and tipped it over . There 
he found a neighbor's wife with her little daughter. Then 
he turned them all over and found me in the last one. 
Father, my two brothers, myself, the neighbor's wife and 
her daughter walked five miles that night to the Church. 
There there were some soldiers who had started for St. 
:aul to ~o South, bu~ had been called back. The next day 
father with the soldiers went to find my twelve year old 
b:other (~ehr) and to bring mother to be buried. Yhey 
~id not find brother till a week after. He was buried 
in the same grave with mother. It \Vas on the 23d of August 
that the Indians murdered my brother and my mother. I 
was then 14 years old and am now ?3. We went to St. Peter 
and stayed in a fort that was not finished. I was so 
ner":"ous that. I could not sleep nights, thought I heard 
Indians o~ts1~e the house. The next spring I began to 
sleep again nights, but dreamed of Indians and often woke 
up with a scream. Have never got over being nervous The 
least little thing startles me. My father's name wa~ Erick 
Johnson. 

Respectfully, 

Mrs. Ingar Holmquist, 
East Side, 
405 5th Ave. , 
Faribault, Minnesota. 

To the best of our knowledge and belief the above 
statement is t~ue. 

Signed, ANDREW N.&;LSON 
C. C. NELSON 
8, O. STRAND 

Witnesses. 
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INDIAN OUTBREAK IN (1mv~ SWEDEN TOWNSHIP) NICOLLET 
COUNTY, l!IN1IBSOTA, AUGUST, 1!36.~ .. 

Statement by Mrs. Ingar Holmquist, nee Ingar Johnson, or 
Jonson, of Faribault, Minnesota, 1920. 

On the 14th of August we were told that the Indiana had 
broke out and were killing people and burning houses, sta-
bles and grain. That same night all the dogs in the 
neighborhood kept howling all night. The men ~ot their 
rifles ready but did not have any ammunition and we had 
16 miles to St. Peter where ammunition could be bought but 
they went out anyway to see if they could see arzy- Indians 
or fires, but they could not see anything. The next day 
all the men hitched up their teams and everybody went to 
the Church v1hich was five miles from where we lived. \Ve 
-~----.l ~,_ ___ ..a...;.""I~ ..t...1-- --- 0.,.__41- -~-·----..... ~-..- ·-... - .. ··- -~---
0 1.1CJ.~ 1;;u 1.1ut:i J.. c; .., .1.J. .L 1.o.ut:i G.J.~ u v.L .tt.uguts 1,,. J.nen a man name a 
Thorson told us that scouts had been out to see and there 
were no Indians so it was safe for us to return home. But 
the very same night after we were back home someone dis-
covered fires and all the rest of the families (in the 
neighborhood) went back to the church in the night, except 
my parents, who had not been told of the fires. In the 
morning one of the neighbors was sent to tell us, but got 
scared and forgot to tell us. Some other men and father 
went on horseback out west on the prairie toward where they 
had seen the fires to see if there were any Indians. They 
rode on till they came to a big slough. They saw men on the 
other side of the slough who beckoned them to come. They 
rode as near as they could; then the Indians fired at them 
but did not hurt anybody. Our men turned around and gallop-
ed back as fast as the horses could go. Mother and 
we children ·wel'e ready in the wagon to drive away. Vilien 
we saw the men coming so fast we knew there was danger. 
}!other did not want to leave fill father came. He jumped 
off the horse, and my brother (John) jumped on the horse 
father had been riding. Father took the lines of the 
team to drive away. We met the Indians. Father turned 
and drove to the end of the pasture. There he stopped 
while we jumped off the wagon and hig in the grass. The 
Indians took our horses and were pursuing my brother and 
a neighbor. They shot a neighbor boy (John Solomon, 
changed name later to Wilson) through the wrist. Then 
they came and found Mother, one brother, Pehr, twelve 
years old, one brother ten months old, and myself. They 
shot 1Ao ther in the chest. The last words she said were, 
"Lord Jesus receive my soul. 11 They then kicked my twleve 
year old b~other and told him to get up. Then they kicked 
me and said get up. I was in a trance and could hear and 
feel but could not move and see. They asked brother if I 
was dead. Do not remember his answer. Then two Indians 
dragged me across the pasture holding my wrists; they 
felt of my pulse and threw a feather mattress over me. I 
thought an Indian was near me watching. I have a big scar 
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u ~Q.~emen~ oy •rs. Ingar Holmquist on Indian Outbreak • 

on my right side above my knee from being dragged. I lay 
there from between two and three o'clock until nightfall. 
When I got up it was dusk. It looked to me like the corn 
in the field was walking--fires all around. houses stables 
and grain. I heard my little brother cry. He had' laid by 
llother and cried all that time. I went and got him and 
walked back to where I had been left. There I found a 
piece of bread and masticated it some as it was very dry 
and no water near. He ate it and went to sleep. I went 
through the fence into the field where some hay was cocked 
and went into one of the cocks with my brother. Father 
had gone farther away so the Indians did not find him. 
~e had two small brothers with him (Olof and Nels). \lJhen 
it was dark father came to look for his dead as he had 
heard a shot for each one of us. He saw a dog sitting on 
one of the haycocks. He wep:t_ Cl.nd t_ipp_ed_i_t _o_v_er ._Thel'.'~ 
lie l·ound a neighbor's wife with her iittle daughter. Then 
he turned them all over and found me in the last one. 
Father, my two brothers, myself, the neighbor's wife and 
her daughter walked five miles that night to the Church. 
There there were some soldiers who had started for St. 
Paul to go South, but had been called back. The next day 
father with the soldiers went to find my twe~ve year old 
brother (~ehr) and to bring mother to be buried. Yhey 
did not find brother till a week after. He was buried 
in the same grave with mother. It was on the 23d of August 
that the Indians murdered my brother and my mother. I 
was then 14 years old and am now ?3. We went to St. Peter 
and stayed in a fort that was not finished. I was so 
nervous that I could not sleep nights, thought I heard 
Indians outside the house. The next spring I began to 
sleep again nights, but dreamed of Indians and often woke 
up with a scream. Have never got over being nervous. The 
least little thing startles me. J.Iy father's name was Erick 
Johnson. 

Respectfully, 

Mrs. Ingar Holmquist, 
East Side, 
405 5th Ave., 
Faribault, Minnesota. 

To the best of our knowledge and belief the above 
statement is t~ue. 

Signed, ANDREW NELSON 
C. C. NELSON 
8. 0. STRAIID 

Witnesses. 
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