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Deer @ir:

Iast August I joined the ¥inrescta Historieal
Soclety and purchesed = set of William lattd ‘Fclwell's
A ‘listory of Einnescta,mhjch T have gince read. In
Appendix (8), Volumn II, pace 391 the following topic iz
discussed: "THE NUMBLR O0F KIILED AND HOUCRED IV TH: SIOUX
OUTEREAK". 1In the footnote at the bottom of rage 392 reference
is madc to Satterlee's "WILTIVS OF TIm ITDIAY MASSACREY,
T am interested in this reference to = list ef itisewme
murdered by the fioux for the reason that my grand-
on my father's side and my father's brother were killed
1862 in XWew Sweden Township,

Who we

not ne x

by the Sioux on August 20rd,

ﬂécol?et County, Wi-nesota. I would like to know if there is

any authentic or officiszl record of these two victims., T

note that Mr, Setterlee credits twelive casualties to Yicollet

County, and tnat to these @me name was adied in 1923,

er's name was Mrs. Erick Johnson, nee

My zgrendfather had the name of Erick

came Irom Sweden in 1854, and I do not know

wnether or not he still retained this s@rneme in 1862, T

rather thir [ia e hed already changed his name to Johnson.

My uncle, wt the second victim of the Outbreak, was a

boy of 12, w name Pehr., Do the names of these two

vietisne apyp in ¥r. Satterlee's 1ist? Is there any other re-
v

cord

Yy grandmot

¥illa J8ne Dotter,

J8nson when he
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Tnic week I received s nent from my father's

ister, Mrs. Tngar Holmquist, who resides at 405 5th Ave.,
i'e ®., Feribault, Minnesota, which she wrote out five years
2g0 intending to use it in making application for = pension,

shall enclose o typewritten copy of this account. In it

e recites the part that she and the other members of my fa-
cher's femily played in the Sioux faessacre, Unfortunately
the statement is meager to details. The writer leaves out
too much tc make the document entirely clear. The typevwitten
cory which T enclose differs from the origimnal only in that the
spelling and punctuation have been partly changed and improved.
Also I have inserted the names where'brothers' and 1eigunbors
vere mentioned for the sake of ¢ hari tY . At the time that
rs. Holguist prepared this statement she submitted it to
'r. Andrew Yelson of St., Peter (since deceased), wr. s 0.

Btrend of 8t. Peter, and ¥r. C. C. Felegall of Lefayette,(?.P.D.
# 1, Yew Sweden Tovms] i@,

and you wil} note that these three
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ertilly at the estzlement 1s correct. All three of these men

lived near Scandia Grove Swedish ILutheran Church in Vicollet

county at the time of the Sioux Qutbreak. Thie is the church

referred to by Mrs. HoMguist. Mr. C. £. Velson lived on z feorm
jace: .o therene that my grandfesther owvned and on vhich the
rders described took place,

\ ]

e dates mentioned in ¥rs. 'blﬁuist's statement do
tc be quite accurate. T am quite certain, however,
correct in making the statement that "It was on
" August that the Indiens murdered my mother and
' leawes one dele, NN ! August, toc be
lave written her_ zbout that davy and date,

yeer old
tne mother
the boy
them a few
he wase not

undiscovered,
ocrave with
were with her
father, who was
vas five years
e, John, ss the
fifteen year:
fugitives "“hid
k before the sswamp
ly accounts Ier the
ort to cape after
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INDIAN OUTBREAK IN (NEW SWEDEN TOWNSHIP) NICOLLET
COUNTY, MINNESOTA, AUGUST, 1862,

Statement by lirs. Ingar Holmquist, nee Ingar Johnson, or
Jonson, of Faribault, Hinnesota, 1920.

On the 1l4th of August we were told that the Indians had
broke out and were killing people and burning houses, sta-
bles and grain, That same night all the dogs in the
neighvorhood kept howling all night. The men ot their
rifles ready but did not have any ammunition and we had

16 miles to St. Peter where ammunition could be bought but
they went out anyway to see if they could see any Indians
or fires, but they could not see anything. The next day
all the men hitched up their teams and everybody went to
the Church which was five miles from where we lived. We
stayed there {11l the Z21ist of August. Then a man named
Thorson told us that scouts had veen out to see and there
were no Indians so it was safe for us to return home. But
the very same night after we were back home someone dis-
covered fires and all the rest of the families (in the
neighborhood) went vack to the church in the night, except
my parents, who had not been told of the fires. In the
norning one of the neighbors was sent to tell us, but got
scared and forgot to tell us., Some other men and father
went on horseback out west on the prairie toward where they
had seen the fires to see if there were any Indians. They
rode on till they came to a big slough. They saw men on the
other side of the slough who beckoned them to come. They
rode as near as they could; then the Indians fired at them
but did not hurt anybody. Our men turned around and gallop-
ed back as fast as the horses could go. Mother and

we children were ready in the wagon to drive away. When
we saw the men coming so fast we knew there was danger.
Mother did not want to leave Till father came. He jumped
of'f the horse, and my brother (John) jumped on the horse
fatner had been riding. Father took the lines of the

team to drive away. We met the Indians. Father turned
and drove to the end of the pasture. There he stopped
while we jumped off the wagon and hid in the grass., The
Indians took our horses and were pursuing my brother and

2 neighbor. They shot a neighbor boy (John Solomon,
changed name later to Wilson) through the wrist. Then
they came and found Mother, one brother, Pehr, twelve
years old, one brother ten months old, and myself. They
shot Mother in the chest. The last words she said were,
"Lord Jesus receive my soul." They then kicked my twleve
year old brother and told him to get up. Then they kicked
me and said get up. I was in a trance and could hear and
feel but could not move and see. They asked brother if I
was dead. Do not remember his answer. Then two Indians
dragged me across the pasture holding my wrists; they

felt of my pulse and threw a feather mattress over me. I
thought an Indian was near me watching., I have a big scar

Statement by Mrs, Ingar Holmquist on Indian Outbreak.

on my right side above my knee from being dragged. I lay
there from between two and three o'clock until nightfall,
When I got up it was dusk. It looked to me like the corn
in the field was walking--fires all around, houses, stables
and grain. I heard my little brother cry. He had laid by
Mother and cried all that time. I went and got him and
wglked back to where I had been left. There I found a
plece of bread and masticated it some as it was very dry
and no water near, He ate it and went to sleep., I went
through the fence into the field where some hay was cocked
and went into one of the cocks with my brother. Father
had gone farther away so the Indians did not find him,
He had two small brothers with him (0lof and Nels). When
it was dark father came to look for his dead as he had
heard a shot for each one of us. He saw a dog sitting on
one of the haycocks. He went and tipped it over. There
ne found a neighbor's wife with her little daughter. Then
he turned them all over and found me in the last one,
Father, my two brothers, myself, the neighbor's wife and
her daughter walked five miles that night to the Church.
There there were some soldiers who had started for St.
Paul to go South, but had been called back. The next day
father with the soldiers went to find my twelve year old
brother (Pehr) and to bring mother to be buried. Yhey
Qid not find brother till a week after, He was buried
in the same grave with mother. It was on the 23d of August
that the Indians murdered my brother and my mother. I
was then 14 years old and am now 73. We went to St. Peter
and stayed in a fort that was not finished, I was so
nervous that I could not sleep nights, thought I heard
Indians outside the house. The next spring I began to
sleep again nights, but dreamed of Indians and often woke
up with a scream. Have never got over being nervous. The
%eist little thing startles me. My father's name was Erick
ohnson,

Respectfully,

Mrs. Ingar Holmquist,
Kast Side,

405 5th Ave.,
Faribault, Minnesota.

To the best of our knowledge and belief the above
statement is tmue.

Signed, ANDREW NELSON
C. C. NEESOW Witnesses,
S, 0. STRAND

ENCLOSURE
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INDIAN OUTBREAK IN (NEW SWEDEN TOWNSHIP) NICOLLET
COUNTY, MINNESOTA, AUGUST, 186%.

Statement by Mrs. Ingar Holmquist, nee Ingar Johnson, or
Jonson, of Faribault, Minnesota, 1920.

On the 14th of August we were told that the Indians had
broke out and were killing people and burning houses, sta-
bles and grain. That same night all the dogs in the
neighborhood kept howling all night. The men ot their
rifles ready dbut did not have any ammunition and we had

16 miles to St. Peter where ammunition could be bought but
they went out anyway to see if they could see any Indians
or fires, but they could not see anything. The next day
all the men hitched up their teams and everybody went to
the Church which was five miles from where we lived. We
stayed tnere vill thie 21ist of August. Thern & man named
Thorson told us that scouts had veen out to see and there
were no Indians so it was safe for us to return home. But
the very same night after we were back home someone dis-
covered fires and all the rest of the families (in the
neighborhood) went back to the church in the night, except
my parents, who had not been told of the fires. In the
morning one of the neighbors was sent to tell us, but got
scared and forgot to tell us, Some other men and father
went on horseback out west on the prairie toward where they
had seen the fires to see if there were any Indians, They
rode on till they came to a big slough. They saw men on the
other side of the slough who beckoned them to come. They
rode as near as they could; then the Indians fired at them
but did not hurt anybody. Our men turned around and gallop-
ed back as fast as the horses could go. Mother and

we children were ready in the wagon to drive away. When
we saw the men coming so fast we knew there was danger.
Mother did not want to leave Till father came. He jumped
off the horse, and my brother (John) jumped on the horse
fatner had been riding. Father took the lines of the

team to drive away. We met the Indians. Father turned
and drove to the end of the pasture. There he stopped
while we jumped off the wagon and hid in the grass. The
Indians took our horses and were pursuing my brother and

a neighbor. They shot a neighbor boy (John Solomon,
changed name later to Wilson) through the wrist. Then
they came and found Mother, one brother, Pehr, twelve
years old, one brother ten months old, and myself. They
shot Mother in the chest. The last words she said were,
"Lord Jesus receive my soul." They then kicked my twleve
year old brother and told him to get up. Then they kicked
me and said get up. I was in a trance and could hear and
feel but could not move and see. They asked brother if I
was dead. Do not remember his answer. Then two Indians
dragged me across the pasture holding my wrists; they

felt of my pulse and threw a feather mattress over me. I
thought an Indian was near me watching. I have a big scar
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Siatement by Mrs. Ingar Holmquist on Indian Qutbreak.

on my right side above my knee from being dragged. I lay
there from between two and three o'clock until nightfall,
When I got up it was dusk. It looked to me like the corn
in the field was walking--fires all around, houses, stables
and grain., I heard my little brother ¢cry. He had laid by
Mother and cried all that time. I went and got him and
ngked back to where I had been left. There I found a
piece of bread and masticated it some as it was very dry
and no water near. He ate it and went to sleep., I went
through the fence into the field where some hay was cocked
and went into one of the cocks with my brother. Father
had gone farther away so the Indians did not find him,
He had two small brothers with him (0lof and Nels). VWhen
1t was dark father came to look for his dead as he had
heard a shot for each one of us. He saw a dog sitting on
one of the haycocks. He went and tipped it over. There
e 1Tound a neighbor's wife with her little daughter., Then
he turned them all vver and found me in the last one,
Father, my two brothers, myself, the neighbor's wife and
her daughter walked five miles that night to the Church.
There there were some soldiers who had started for St.
Paul to go South, but had been called back. The next day
father with the soldiers went to find my twelve year old
brother (Pehr) and to bring mother to be buried, Yhey
Qid not find brother till a week after, He was buried
in the same grave with mother. It was on the 23d of August
that the Indians murdered my brother and my mother. I
was then 14 years o0ld and am now 73. We went to St. Peter
and stayed in a fort that was not finished. I was so
nervous that I could not sleep nights, thought I heard
Indians outside the house. The next spring I began to
sleep again nights, but dreamed of Indians and often woke
up with a scream. Have never got over being nervous, The
}eﬁst little thing startles me. My father's name was Erick
ohnson,

Respectfully,

Mrs. Ingar Holmquist,
Bast Side,

405 5th Ave.,
Faribault, Minnesota.

To the best of our knowledge and belief the above
statement is tmue.

Signed, ANDREW NELSON
C. C. NELSON Witnesses,
S. 0, STRAND




