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0 IRYATIOtfS or T. J. HUIT IX THE CIVIL WAR 

A IARRATIVE 

OF THE.MILITARY LIJE OFT. J. HUNT IN THE SIOUX 

IHDIAX'AND CIVIL WARS OF 1862-5, 

- - - -. 

I wa.a then a !armer in Ellington, Dodge County, Minn., 

and hCMl Juat !iniahed putting my grain in shook when, on the aand 

d&y of Auguat, a man I well knew came driving rapidly to me in the 

!ial~ •1th a -procla:ation from Gov. Ramsey aaying that the whole 

Sioux nation had arisen and had massacred the settlers of our 

weatern border or driven them into the villages on the Miunesota 

River, and that lew Ulm with many hundred refugees was surrounded 

and beaiegdd, and calling u~ on evary able-bodied man to go at once 

with arma to aaaist in defence of the lives and property of these 
people as well as our own, T\YO days before this, a few of our 
neighbora had consulted about the outbreak and our duty and our own 
•afety. One man, who had a double log house, thought it would be 

adviaable to build a stockade around his residence and spend the 
nights there with our familiae. I demurred., claiming th1t if the 
Indiana should clean out the oountry·weat of us, our eoalps would . 

not be aaved by a dozen guns even in a atookade; and th~t we ahould, 

if it appeared neoe•aary, go to meet the Indiana on the \feat ern 

frontier, aeventy-five to one hundred miles west of ua. In this 
view others agreed, and so we were not entirely surprised at the 
govarnor•a proclamation. 

That aummona was enough. My horsea were unharnessed and, 
mounting one while the youth helping me did the ea.me with the other,· 

we haa~ened to spread the newa, and requested the men to meet at my 

houae by the middle of the afternoon with arms, ammunition and all 

the proviaiona they oould bring, At the appointed hour, nine or ten 
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I- ar ...... Ill De1s• County, Minn., 

l t f1 •••~ p~t•i-s •1 grain in •aoek •h81l, oa tae alad 
I 

•, a •s· I WMl knew O•• d.riY1J:aC rap1cily to •• ill \ke 

•••era DQ1''8 er dr1Y• th• into the village• on the Minn'9aota 

I• tll• •1th ... , hnaslr9d. re!ugeH wae aurround.ed 

, aall1ng uron evsry able-bodied aan to go at oaoe 
'o Mei.et in deleBH Gt the li He and property o! th•e 

• 
peeple M well ae ev ewn. Two clar• 99fors thia, s. !Mt of our 

Ou ._, wae a.a a clouble lag h.ome, thowsht 1 t would be 

a4Yiaable to b~ld a a'°9kade around his reaidenoe and •pend the 

I d..urred., olai•tnc th~t if tae 
I1Mi1ane ehould olean Glut tlM ooun\ry .... , of ue, • 

gune even in a eteekade; aAd. \h~t we Quld, 

if it appear.a nee11aary, go to aeet the Iadia..De on the weat•rn 

f~H.tin, . ••Y•ty-five •• one hwidred. •11H •••t of ua. In this 
Yiew o'ura apeed., aad. ao we •ere not entirely aurpriaH at the 
c••ec r'• preelamatiGln, 

Ky hNe"e• were unh9.Tn11aaed and, 

••
11xa,1nc fl>lle wh1l• th• JGU\h helptnc 11• did the as.me with the other,· 
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men, a.ll in the prima of life, were with •• aa requeated., and we 
were soon on our way to New Ulm. Juat before aundown we f 9und our-
ael ves at Rioe L aka, where we met Captain Edgert'on from Mantorville 
with Co, B, which had recently oome from Fort Snelling: at ~hioh 
pl ace t hey had organized and were furloughed for a week. In conee-
quence of the Indian outbreak, the governor had ordered Captain 
Edgerton to i mrr.ediately call his command togather and start for New 
Ul m. It was but a !ew hours before he waa on the march, and the 
f irst night's camp was at Rice Lake. 

That evening, a discharged, disabled soldier said to me, 
"I hear you want to enlist; and if you do, I will take your f:u-m, 
buy your t eam and wagon and stack and thresh your grain." It waa 
the nork of an hour when a contract ~as ~ritten, a lease made and 
wj t eam and certain stock, corn, and potatoes growing, «ere sold to 
him - all to take i mmediate effect, provided Capt. Edgerton would 
take oe as hia f i rst recruit, and my wife would consent. I must 
s ee her first , s o a drive of some sixteen miles was made to my home, 
h er consent obt ained, and I was back at the lake enrolled in Co. B 
at sunrise the next morni ng with one of ·the men, John Rutledge, who 
•as with me tha day bef ore. This recital appears taine now; but our 
r eadero may r est a s sured t hat it was no small affair then - to leave 
wife and two l i ttle girls to go a thousand miles eastward to her old 
home in Vermont, while I entered the "ranks, for three years of the 
war," well know i ng t hat I might suffer and that .s he must be in 
anxiety and s uspens e b eyond expression. However, aha waa equ~ t o 
the occasion and, "Go if you !eel you ought, and God be with you," 
was her response . · That sealed the contract. I was a soldier of 
Co. B, Tenth Minnesota. Those who did not enlist returned to their 
homes, wisely oonoluding to let the soldiers do the fighting. The 
s econd day we passed through Mankato and on past the big bend in the 
Minnes ota Ri ver toward New Ulm, other troops joining us enroute to 
the besieged oity, in whioh, besides its own inhabitants, were hun-
dr eds who had taken refuge there, inoluding about . fifty soldiers, 
most l y cavalry. All these o~ed their salvation to the brick business 

, 

• blooka on both aid•• of the business atreet o! Kew Ulm. Embankment• • 
were thrown up at either extremity of the street and the soldiers and 
oitisena used their oommon firearms with auooeaa against the 3,000 or 
more o! the assailing Sioux. 

On the day we left Dodge County, the besieged had mounted 
stove pipea on wagon wheels to represent cannon, and had !ired anvil• 
to imitate the noise of artillery, Which ia believed to be why the 
Indiana «ithdrew from the attaok. Famine too ~as beginning to stare 
them in the faoe; ao they judged, and"rightly, that there waa a 

• ohance to withdraw, and they at~rted for Mankato. These refugees we 
met on the broad prairie, not far beyond South Bend, and a sorry lot 
they were. The wounded and feeble were carried in the few vehicles 
that could be collected. Here i'fM the f iret bl·ccd. \":'O oan in wa.:r:; 
but we a1w also the expressions of relief they showed at our approach, 
a.a well as the depression and grief 3.t t heir loss. 
related and miraculous escapee descr i bed. 

Sad tales were 

This Sioux massacre of about l,000 Minnclaotano was ao ob-
aoured by the Civil War t hat t he p ublic ear so~rcely hear~ of it, al-
though aome 6,000 soldiers gave it their ~ttention for t wo years. Co. 
B·was then ordered to take station at t he ~innebago Agency, t welve 
milea east of :U:ankato, and keep thq_t tribe of Indiana in s ub j ection, 
ae they ~ere believed to be in sympathy with t he Sioux, Here we spent 
the fall and winter, drilling and erecting log huta for quart ers; and 
here came to me an opportunity which I voluntarily surrendered to 
Edward Couae, our fire t sergeant. In Minnesot a t here wer e then being 
organized !ive regiments of infantry, from t he sixt h t o t he tenth 1n-
olueive, and Capt. Edgerton had been i nformed that Dodge County would 
be. g1Yen one appointment in a regimental staff. It was expeoted that 
it would be a quartermaster appointment. The captain oa.me to me and 
said, "Gov. Ramsey knows you and will give you that office if this com-
pany .aaka 1 t. I will do so if you wish; but it would please me better 
if you would stay with the company and take Couse•s place as firat aer-
geant, and add your request to mine for hie appointment." I then 
thought the Civil War would end before the Sioux War, and not fanoy1ng 
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the responsibility of a quartermaster, I offered to leave it to a 
vote of the company, and if they preferred to have me remain and 
take the first sergaanoy, I would do so. The vote oon!irmed my 
ohoioe and Captain Edgerton and myself "rote Gov. Rrunsey= A.S~ing 

the appQintment of Yr. Couse. 
I had twioe been a member of the legislature and Capt. 

Edgerton, a meober of the senate; and "e were both gratified a.nd a~­
prised when we learned that the governor had upon our reoommendat ion 
appointed Mr. Couse; not aa a quarter maater, but as adjutant o! the 
Ninth Minnesota regim~nt. Consequently, I had my ohoioe and ll.r. 
Couse fared better than we asked. 

We were not yet mustered into U.S. Servioe, but were aoting 
aa state troops. I wa.a soon thereafter sent w 1th a detail to St. 
Paul ror supplies of clothing for the company, and to report to the 
governor our condition and needs. I did so, but of supplies there 
i'iera none for us; even our subsistence \Yas procured from farmers and 
reoeipts 1'<ere given - to be paid by the state. The governor asked 
why I did not oome myself instead of sending 14r. Couse, and I told him. 

C. D. Tuthill, Firat Duty Sergeant, aoted as Commissary Of-
f icer a..~d sent even to Dodge County for beeTes for our fo od . From 
the ruilla at Faribault, our flour was hauled - the two making up our 

• rations, relieved only by potatoes whioh we dug from fields near by. 
A large brick oven of the agency' was manned by our boys, who made the 
bres.d. 

In November .. -.e were mustered in aa U. s. soldiers, and Co. F 
• of our regiment t:as mounted and sent to our ca.mp. Our regimental 

he~d.qua.rte:rs nere located at Lesueur· and the !ive regimel).ta were lo-• 
I oated by oompanies frolll Fort Ripley to the IO\'fa line and northe.1stward 

to Fo!'t Aberorombie , on the Red River of the North, oovering a line of 
more than five hundred miles . 

After the battle o! Wood Lake, in which the Third Minnesota 
I (then paroled prisoners) did the principal fighting, and the prieon~re 

held by the Sioux "ere released, and we were in winter quarters, we 

• 

• 
~ . 
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did notbiag but d.%111, drill. with the exoep,1on o! a Maroh to 
Mankato to w1tneaa the hanging u! thirty-five Sioux, proven guilty . ot maaaaoring and tor~uring their viotima. 

Our li•utenant, Col. S. T. Generaon, who had aeen military 
aervioe, oa.lled some of the o!f ioera and sergeants o! eaoh oompany 
to Lesueur to be drilled and inatruoted in all that pertained to 
military dutiea. In a test examination, I stood !irat of all oon-
teato.nte and from that time I hf\d the entire drilling of our oompany, 
except in bayonet exeroiee. When the regiment 1'as all together, 
our oompany atood !irst as the beat drilled. The oolonel at one 
time aeleoted the first platoon (right half of the oon~any) a.nd a 
like platoon of Co. I a.a skirmishers for the regiment and aeleoted me 
as oorarr.ander. If thia oarr ied aon1e honor, it also brought much hard 
•ervioe and a great amount of danger . Strange as it now seams, I en-

. joyed both that service and danger. This !act beoomes apparent to 
the old aoldiar, that the more distant the t1we of the events tha.t 
"tried men's aoula" - the greater those events appear to him. 

Early in June, 1863, four of the five infantry regiments ~1th 
' one regiment of oavalry and a battery, assembled at the mouth of the 

Redwood River in Redwood County and began the long, weary maroh of 
eleven hundr ed and eighty-five miles • Each infantry aoldier's equip-
ment and knapsaok weighed aome forty pounds . We marohed one hour and 
rested ten minutes, starting at four A.Y. and continuing until five or 
six P.M. or until water waa raaobed that oould be drunk. Small lakes 

. were frequent but many of them were so strong with alkali that they 
ware wor thless. This was very fatiguing, but the weather ~as dry, 
and as t he •upply wagons ~ere emptied, our knapsaoks were carried 
therein, whioh waa a great relief. 

Our train must have oontained a hundred and fifty wagons -
caoh drawn by six ruulea, and loaded with hard bread, sugar, coffee, 
and a small amount of baoon and deaiooated vegetables, the latter 
being issued once a week. Beeves were driven and slaughtered every 
evening, eaoh oompany reoeiv1ng as ma.ny pound• as there were men in it, 
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together with one day's allowanoe of hard bread, augar, and oof!ae. 
The men gathered buf!alo ohipe for fuel. The heat waa at timea in-
tense; on July 3rd hundred& o! men were prostrated by heat and 
fatigue, and were carried on the wagone until there waa rQo~ fgr no 
more, but the cry wao for water, ~ater, until swollen tongues could 
ory no longer, and when just before sundown a shallow, muddy lake 
waa reached, neither men nor beasts could be restrained from gorging 
t hemselves wit h t he turbid beverage . Wagons were emptied and sent 
b aot for t hose who had been prostrated and left behind. I knew of 
only one man 's dying; but many never fully recovered from the effects 
of that day 's march - two being so 1ffeoted in Co. B. 

Soon after, an invalid camp .was made and protected by earth 
worka, on the banks of ·a fine lake, some sixty or seventy. miles south 
of Devils Lake. N.D., ~here wer e left those who were least able to 
ma.rah. Major Cook of t he Tenth Infantry was left in charge, and 
made an excursion to Devils Lake while the main body pressed on. 
hunting oarnp from the Selkirk settlement of Manitoba was seen pre-
paring their pemmican from the flesh of buffaloes just killed. It 
w~s m:W.e f r om buffal o steak after be ing etretohed and fastened upon 
hoops and dr ied in t he .sun, then packed and preaaed. It was the 

' sweet est meat I ever tas ted, and the men and women of the camp who 

A 

lived upon t his meat were t he most robust and healthy human beings I 
ever aaw. Their looks would unhorse any vegetarian and his theory 
who oould have seen them. They indicated the location of the Sioux 
and we too~ t hat direction. 

On July 34th, a li t tle a!ter noon, we located the Indians 
a mile or leas i~ our front, their oamp being hi~den by hi gher ground. 
The t~an1s were i m .... odi '.ltely corralled on a lake at our right, and earth 

• ( s od) thrown up a.a a defense, ~hile hundreds of Indiana were in sight 
a.nd oaut i ously approaching. The surgeon of the Seventh talked with 
s ome Indi ~ns he kne~ in a friendly way and gave them bread, but when 
he turned baok, they, With their oha.raoter1atio treaohery, shot him 
dead . Two skirmish lines protected our oamp, while others ware digging. 

- ., - ; 

The men were 1ll!llp~t181lt to ad.Ta.no• nd fight their W&f to 
the Indiana' oa.mp; but nere held in ohaok by General S~bley, whoQO 
••••re prudence placed him in bad repute with the aoldiera. Finally 
the !nd1a.ne app~cc.chad ;c th~t their: ball~ reauil•d those at work. 

A 11tony hill within easy oannon shot was black tfith hun-
dred• of Indiana when our shells began to burst among them, and o'\ll' 
eki~wiah linea advanced to battle. Thay ' did not atand our bullets, 
but preo1p1tately fled while we advanoed. When the orcst- of the 
hill \Taa reaohed, we oould aee their women and children two or three 
miles dratant going westward on poniea and cirag-poles, while the 
bravea, all mounted, were disputing our advance. Our oavalry was 
then brought for.,,a.:rd in pursuit, aa was also a part of the battery, 
and our oompany was ordered to aocompany the battery as a support. 
rre were at a double quiok, but the little ponies of the redskins ware 
fleeter (after the first quarter of a mile) than our oa·va.lry horses, 
and the cavalry "7aa !aster th3l'l the artillery, and the artillery 
f'later than the infantry, although t he latter was a.t a double quiok 
for milea, ooming up with the artillery when they stopped to throw 
ahells over the oava.lry llne at the retreating Indians. Thia oon-
tinued until dark, wlk:n we were ordered to return, and a slow, weary 
mar oh 1 t \Vas. The night \'raa oloudy and very dark. Our thirat and 
fatigue cannot be deaoribed. Hunger was mild in oompariaon. Uen 
could not talk. Even Colonel Ma.rsht'11 with the Seventh Uinnosota 
regiment, ~ho followed ua, lost hie voice ~hen trying to g ive directiona 
and the mea tried t o la.ugh at h:\.m, but suoceeded no better t han he. 
Men oould not keap i n rank and baoame a random, slowly moving crowd. 
The ho=rore of tilair oondi ti on and auf.fering \fa.a equaled only by the 
wounded and abandoned on the b:lttlef iald. Still we moved while we 
oould, till from exhaustion, mlln after man fell and could riae no more. 
Thus the fifteen milea of our return took the entire night, 3.Ild no man 
reaohed can.:p until after daylight. 

I !ell over 1 atone and made no effort to rise. No oomrade 
Has to bo seen or heard, nor ~aa I oertain I was going in t he right 
direction; and properly oonoluding that I should lie there until day-
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light# I went to aleep. How long I •lept, I oannot tell, but when 
I awakened before aunrise, there was the oa.mp not half a mile distant, 

and men \'Tera straggling along .. while •ome were lying n.e I had boen, 
still a.sleep. I wa.a happy , rested, and hungry. Water .. bread, and 
oof fee made us men again. ~. It was found that we had ma.robed over 
!ifty miles during the last twenty-tour hours and h:i.d h~d a running 
fight a o:r,e houre of that time. By noon the oore~and was g~therad 
and made a short half-day' a ma.rah. 

The battle of Big ~~und had passed. The surgeon of the 
Seventh Minnesota regir.1ent \Vaa s hot dead, .'i.nd I aa\v one dead oava.lry-
man. Some Indiana, also, we?e killed. Gen. Sibley was better at 
driving than killing, and was severely oritioized for not promptly 
attaoking the Indiana' camp. They w·ould have fought for squaw and • 

papoose: but lfi.o ~ed the cour ~~6 t o meet a fr aot1on of their number 
in thl3 open. They ~era brave against t he feeble and def enseleea an~ 
gloried in tort.uring a oa~tive. The Sioux in Minnesota did not 1m-
prove my estimate of hie character. 

Just at night on the ~th, they made an attack on our men, 
who were mo~ing hay for teains. A akirmiah followed, in which a few 
Indiana wer~ killed and we lost one man. 

As the la.at were breaking oamp on the morning of July 38th 
and our regiment waa half a mile advanced, ~e were suddenly met by 

the whole Sioux nation, nak~d and mountod. In an incredibly short 
time they had entirely su:rounded us and the oarnp, caking a line per-
haps t wo miles long. Their intont1on WA.a to stampede our mul-aa and 
cattle, and two hours earlier they would have stood some chances of 

success, but the tea.ms were all in hc..rneas and the men all in arms. 

Company B was deployed (or spread in an open l~ne) on our right between 
teams and foe, moving . at a run. \fe opened tire, but a.t a long range. 
They did us no harm and \Te did them but little. a.a they \Vere so distant 
and on the move oonatantly. They •ToUld approach on the run, ao if 
they \TOuld ride over us , then wheel and retire, doing so several times. 
Our regiment was on ground tha t ·overlooked the whole field. It waa 
dramatio. Our ahe1la annoyed them and killed a few. 

J - If - ) 

Soon thsy retired in the direction from which they had oome, 
and we concentrated train, formed a akirmish lins around the whole 
and went in purauit. By oounting a section near our oompany while 
all were in fair view, I estimated that there were aome 3,500 Indiana 
around ua. We continued the pursuit and the aeoond day thereafter. 
reached the Missouri River just below where Biamarok now stands, only 

to see them on the bluffs pppoaite, where bullets from our Spring-
!ielda would not reach them. The river flat waa covered !or a dis-
tance with thiok timber. While skirmishing through it, two of our 
mounted men were killed by arrows from an unseen foe. Vie returned 
and camped on the open prairie, threw up the usual turf def enoes, and 
slept, or rather tried to sleep, after an exacting day. 

About midnight our camp received a volley from the enemy, 
but not 9rom a"r.aa+ . ........ 1'.. .. --a ~ ~ - - -- c- ........ .., .&6""'4J.l.li,l\J.... • Tante wera riddl ed and mules killed, 
but no men were injured. We were all under arms from that time on. 
We rested two days, buried our dead, and started on the return. Our 

oompany lost ·one man (he died at Fort Abercrombie) and Sergemt C. D. 
Tuthill reoeived a severe wound in t he leg. Our return was without 
inoident. On Auguat ~lat we reaohed Fort Aberorombie on the Red 

River of the North1 rested there a few days, and then marohed south 

by a little east, direot to Fort Ridgley on the upper Minnesota River, 

then to Fort Snelling, having marched as offioially reported but 
little s hoxt of l,300 miles, Here we were furloughed for eight days -
to be at.Winona at the conclusion of that time, where we tock ateamer 

and at length found ourselves in St. Louis, Mo. When the boys firet 

learned that they were to go South, they were wild with joy. It YYas 

for th~t purpose that most of them enlisted and it was that for whioh 
they were craving. 

At St. Louis, Co. B was soon detailed as provost guard, Whioh 
duty was akin to polioe in oivil life, but applied mainly to the 

soldiers, many thousands of whom ~ere stopping there on, their veteran 
!urlougha. Our work had to be done mainly at night. Eaoh sergeant 
with his squad of men paraded dia~ngaged streets, visited every saloon, 

theater and danoe hall, with orders to arrest all soldiers found 
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therein (except thoas in theaters with written permits). Thia wu 
to be continued until twelve A.M. and on oortain oocaaions, all night. 

Soorea \Tera arrested in a single evening, sometimes, and locked up 

to be sent next morning to the proper of!icerG with a report of their 

oiienaea. Their uniforms were the maans of detection. In the day-. 

time the work was less difficult, but inspection waa daily. One 

evening they dispersed a mob \'fhich was arnaehing the windows and doors 

of the medical college, instigated by a report that a deoeaaed perenn 
!rom a hospi t-9.l waa being dissected therein. 

The civil police were por.erleas, but Company B with !ixed 

bayonets had no difficulty in driving the intruders, and in protecting 
the building. 

In January, 1864, Capt. Edgerton having bean promoted to a 

position aa Colonel of a colored regiment, First Lieutenant Mollioken. 

and Seoond Lieutenant Burwell were advanced a grade and I reoaived a 

commission as Second Lieutenant of my company. The day following I 

received this order from General Schofield, Com111ander of thei Department: 

Spacial Order No. 32. 

Seoond Lieutenant Thom1s J. Hunt of Company B, Tenth 

Minnesota Infantry, 19 hereby detailed aa aide on the &taff 

of the major general oom.:ianding clepartn:ent of liiasour1. He 

will be obeyed and respected accordingly. 

By order of Gen. Schofield, Col. Green, Adjutant 
General. 

Thia ~as a surprise to me, but nevertheless a welcome one. 

Night work, little sleep, and the conat.::i.nt details required of the 
First Sergeant were telling on me. Betrreen our 11et meal ~t mid-
night and ~orning duties at five A.M. w~a the only regt to be h~d, 

for details were demanded oonet :lntly, Which none but the First Sar-

geant ooul<.l give. Uo-.v my duties ~ere in the office and during the 

day, exoept one day in the week when on detail ae Officer of the Day. 

These pleasant dutiea continued until April 22nd~ when all offioera 

and men of the Minnesota regiments exoept Col. Baker were ordered to 

join their command and take steamer for Columbua, Ky. 

0 
- ll -

Here wo dr1llsd a.a a full regimont tor the !irat time, and 

aa men aaldom do drill - an hour, from five to aix, eaoh morning at 

double quick. It was found to be too exacting. I was taken with 

ohilla and fever, was furloughed for twenty days , and journeyed to 

Vermont. This was an enjoyment only a soldier oould really apprec-

iate; to be With a loved family, even for ten days, was like being 
in the third heaven. 

When I returned, our regiment had gone from there to Memphis 

and from Memphis upon the Tupelo raid into Miosiasippi, some two 

hundred or more miles; had fought the battle of Tupelo, and was re-

turning. This was t he only march or battle I missed during the war. 
The expedition fought Forrest's forces, numbering some 

12,000 or more, a:OO. prevented their attack on Sherman's railroad 

line, while he (Sherman} was pressing on to Atlanta. 

Of all generals, A. J. Smith, who conjwanded, was the man 

for suoh work. He f'U'ed just as did his men and inspired them with 

a fearlessness that waa wonderful and they became known as A.J.'e 

Guerrillas. He found Forrest in his rear and, without communication 

or hope of reinforcements, kept on and into the enemy's country, 

tearing up railroads and capturing suppliea. When he reached a 

ohoaen spot he stopped, turned and gave battle. Co. B had five men 

wowided - two so severely that they did no more duty. I bade them 

"Good~bye," hardly expecting to see them alive again; but at the 

National Encampment in 1906 at Minneapolis a stranger approached and 
called me by name. I could not name him. He said, "Put your hand 

on my shoulder." I did so and then knew him to be C. E. Hurlbut, 

one of the t~o I had bidden good-bye in 1864. These facts may mean 

little to the reader, but not ao to me. Two other similar incidents 
occurred at other timaa, where I 1dentifia~ co~radea by wounds. 

The old soldiers while in the South saw many a.musing soenea, 

as well as many pathetic and sad ones. On their marches there fre-

qu•ntly occurred events unimportant in themselveQ, but which will 
hold a tight graap on the memory. 

DAKOTA CONFLICT OF 1862 MANUSCRIPTS COLLECTIONS 
MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY. ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55102 

r 



I 
- 12 -

I will relate a few that occurred on what was known as ths 
Oxford raid by Gen. A. J. Smith's Sixteenth Corpe from Memphis, Tenn •• 
to Oxford, Miss. Smith with his oornrr.and was ordered to at·iok to 
... O,.,.AQ+. ann lro~T'\ h.1"" .- ... ,..~ .......... -- the rail:I'Olld. ln Sherman: a rear. ~----- .. -·~---••Ii:' . .,,..,.., ... vu1 VW.UUA•J..t!J 

He had made one exoursion to Tupelo and fought Forrest there and was 
now LGarching in the same direction a second time. Our advance bri-
gade had reached Holly Springs, Mias., and had camped in the beautiful 
city park for the night. Our train «as behind a few miles - its 
progreaa having been impeded by bad road.a. Early in the ·night a 
thunderstorm, the like of ~hich I have naver at any other time seen, 
oame upon us. We had no tents and our rubber blankets and shades 
were not respected by the wind, \'lhich blew a gale; and· the rain came 
in torrents. 

ar aa above us. 

Ue were on a smooth, inclined surface, r.ith a like 
We could not· hold our shades over us or lie do~n, 

as the water was several inohes deep , and running in torrents. We 
inverted our guns by running the bayonets into the ground, and stood 
and took it. Many of the boys had only their shirts on and found 
it difficult or impossible to get into their trousers. Myself a.nd 
two others made a kind of living tripod and with all our strength 
held a sheet of canvass around us as if our lives depended upon i~ 

' and stood or kneeled upon the garments we did not have on, to keep 
them from being ~ashed away. The lightning was incessant and we 
could aee hundreds in undress uniform such as ours. No man escaped 
the improvised bath and I doubt that one slept a wink that night . 

We waited t~o days for the water to subside and than pushed 
to the Tallahatchie River, a formidable stream. About four o'clock 
P.M. the Seventh Minnesota Infantry reached the forry. but the ferry-
boat was on tl1e opposite shore. Volunteers ~ere called for to swim 
the river (a diatanoe about equal to one side of a block in our 
village) and bri~g the ferry-boat over, which was run by a cable at-

' taohed to each bank. The oall •as answered and the men (brave men 
they were) stripped, and s"Nam the river. Men were ferried over aa 
faat as possible, but be!ore all of that regiment had crossed. the 
enemy, (Forrest's) advanced skirmishers, and firing began. The 
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Tenth Minneaota oame next, but time w~a preoioua; we kne• not how 
many men were in our front, but we must get there. A reconnoitre 
on our left showed flood-wood lodged against the piers o! a burned 
railroad bridge !orty rods above • Soon large logs were ao floated 
aa to make a toot-bridge across the river; the Tenth crossed .in 
aingle file and before sundown these two regin1enta wer.e in ak1rmish 
line and engaging the foe in the brush and woods on the farther aide. 
We kept the line intact the entire night, without rations or ooffee, 
It may appear simple to relate the fa9t that we, on this August night, 
in central Uiaaissippi, after a hot day , suffered severely with the 
oold. Out clothes were ~et through with perspiration; a fog en-
veloped us; we had no covering, no fire and no supper; men stood or 
sat back to back and in a huddle to ~arm each other and then shook 
nith t he oold; but dld not sleep. we were the pickets guarding the 
bridge-builders in our rear. 

The pioneer corps worked all night building a bridge for 
our artillery and commissary train. At daylight the batteries were 
crossed and put in position \Tith our batteries on the aouth shore 
of the Tallahatohie River, having just crossed that stream on a 
bridge built during tr.e night while the enemy' a guns were playing 
on or at the light of a brisk fire t\"f'enty-five rods belo\t the bridge 
where our men \lere at ''ork - they suppos ing the light 11as m-'l.de to 

. work by, while we knew it ~as made to draw their fire whose guns 
were on higher ground, and our operations were hidden by a fringe of 
wood on the river bottom. 

Their fire kept up at intervals the entire night and over 
our he1ds (the Seventh a.nd Tenth Minnesota Infantry) who kept in 
skirmish formation. 

Our batteries took position on ground beyond the woods 
mentioned and on the brow of the higher ground and in full view of 
the enemy's works, a half mile distant; and a briak cannonading 
began, while the infantry lay just in the rear but not in view o! 
the enemy, with m_ounted cavalry in line just behind .us. 

The soldier soon learne to sleep even in danger. The 
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warm early sun invited ue to repoae after the exhausting night and 

previous day, an many d Of Ua ! ell asleep,· but sleep is in oat-naps 

0~ auch ocoaeiona, and as I opened my eyes a cannon-ball struck the 

ground a fe~ feet in front and to my right, and akipped(as a stone 

will on water) or jumped over the infantry line, and struck a 

oavalry horse just forward of its rider's t..nee. 

had been so lowered by striking the ground th~t 

The ball's velocity 

it oould be seen 

as plainly as if it h3.d been a hr..t thro•Yn by hand. The horse was 

literally knocked from under ita rider and ne found hirnaelf unhurt 

on the ground where hia horse had stood, while the horse lay dead 

several feet in the rear. 

I could but laugh at the performanoe. The oavalry-man 

-1th a look of aurpriae pulled the bridle and saddle from his dead 

ch1rger, threw them on his shoulder and went to the rear. 

Another soldier on the same ground was wounded in his 

h ead, and oarried to ~he ambulance. 

Twenty yea.rs later at a reunion of Minneaot~ regiments, hie 

condition ~aa reported to hie comrades. He had lived, but waa an 

invalid imbecile all this while, and for some technioal difficulty 

he h a d not bean allowed a pension. Hie ~ife's labor had supported 

him. Hie reg iment took the matter in hand, and secured long delayed 

payment of many hundred dolliu-s of pension. 

Let us return to the conflict: our artillery had usad ita 

rifled pieces with effect, as we soon learned; their cannon were 

silent but ~~re they disabled? A for~ard movement was now ordered, 

and our brigade \Va.a massed in colwnn. Five double ranks oompaoted, 

fa.oed the enemy' a works and started on the smooth, gentle ascent, I 

wae not the only one who dreaded the !irat volley. We had made more 
than half the diatanoe and no volley came, but something else did 

oome. The brigade was in a small patch of small hazel bushes and 

had tr~pled upon a large hornet nest (yellow jaoketa); the hornets 

non got their innings. The horses of the mounted officers were Wild 

and could not be controlled, and men with hat in hand did their beat 

to protect their faoes. 

I 
I 
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•o Tolley came and we fought only the "yellow jaokete", the 

Johnnie• being on the retreat, their artillery entirely disabled, !llld 

we followed a.a !a:r as Oxford, aome six miles, ~here orders re~ohed. 
G~n. Smith to return +,... 1•---1...a -

UV .-.o&ll,t'U..&.a. We ~~aohed the 4allahaton1e River 
on our counter m..'ll"ch and camped, but had hardly broken ranks before 

our reltl" was attacked and quite a skirmish followed. I talked with 
aome of the prisoners and wounded in our hands, and they stoutly de-
!ended their causa. I noted two old men of more than three score 

yeara, both with mortal wounds, who expressed their willingneaa to 

aaorifioe their own lives for their oauae and with a calmness that 
was heroio. 

That night another rain caused a fre·ahet that carried off 

the bridge W$ had built the previous night, and we spent the next 

day in rebuilding it and then leisurely continued our march to Memphis, 

after destroying the bridge behind us. We now rested two days, then 
took steamers for Dava.ll'a Bluff, Ark., where a ma..rch of more than a 

thous:md miles was commenced, whose length and severity was only 

e:iuaJ.ed by Sherman• a from Atlanta, via S,·ivannah, to Washingt on. The 

one "through Georgi~" was a picnic in comp~ riaon , 

We paeaed within twenty-five miles of Little Rook, then 

ne~rly to the north line of the state where Prioe'a army had been. 

Learning th~t he had gone eastward, we ohanged in that dire~tion and 

soon struck his trail, frequently pasaing hie previous night's camp-

ing ground before noon. He was he1ding for Pilot Knob. Our rations 

ran entirely out and sometimes beeves and corn were not found, Sweet 
• 

potatoes \fere at times our only edibles. Corn waa too ripe to roast 
and we grated the corn on improvised graters for the succeeding day, 

which with beef \fe killed when ;1 e could find it, was our sustenance, 

.Learning that Price had oaptured Pilot Knob, Mo., we turned 

directly east, and reached the Kiasisaippi River at Cape Gerardo, Mo. 

It waa a race of infantry after cavalry and a train of plunder. Here 

we found a day•a rations and were put on steamers for St. Louie. We 

arrived there e~rly the next morning before daylight, and anchored in 
' mid-.river. At early morn the Colonel detailed Lieut. Flanders, my-

aelt, and two men to go aahore and draw rations. 
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It was a pleasant duty, as we had not taated food for 
twenty-tour hours. Jue t as "e arri vad. at the oon1miaaary near the 
landing, a team drove up with a big load of fre•h bakers• bread. I 
asked the sergeant !or a loat'. He gave us a warm one made of oorn • 

• 
It was quickly broken, and made four a meal fit tor the gods - never 
was bread sweeter. Our requi uition waa quickly filled and the 
regiment supplied. 

lie were direct~d to go ashore for clothes · and shoes, and · 
need enough there was for them. One of my boot soles was entirely 
gone . Many were barefoot. I had given a seagea.nt my last pair of 
aocka the day before, and numbers had only cotton drawers to oover 
their limbs, others were ooatleGa and all the clothing left on the 
men carried numerous greybacka. The command started next morning 
-with quite a ileet of ema.11 atea.mera for Jer1·eraon City to protect 
1 t from Pr ice, whither he was marching. 

Our steamer was too he'lvily loaded for the Missouri River 
bare, an~ 1re matie alow progress. It \'t'aa once snagged and sunk, but 
in w~ter too shallow to cover the deck. D.:u:iage was repaired and 
finally we ~ere landed on the south shore and took up our march 
weat\fard again in the \'fake of Prioe. · 

I had been ordered to take oornmand of Co. A, all of its 
officers being sick and absent. Ue were hurried forward over ob-
structed roads. All bridges and culverts were destroyed by the 
enemy and numerous trees felled across the roads, so our train could 
not keep up with the army and ~e were forced ta live on the country. 
Beeves were taken fur food and receipts given !or oa.me to be paid for 
upon proof of loyalty. The first night we marched 'until after mid-
night, leas than two hundred were in line when bivouacked. fie 

pressed on so close to the enemy that we exchanged ahots with their 
rear guard and were at times on the double quiok. 

Ona night my oompany (A) was. ordered on picket in the wood&. 
The train was way behind and we had no rationa. I had tea in my 
pooket,-a small pieoe of bacon and one piece of ha.rd bread, which had 
been giv~n me by those who needed it themselves. We were to cover a 
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part of our l1n• aa guarda. We had marohad. thirty miles that d&y, 
and w•re muob exhausted, but guard• must be had. Tea, a slice o! 
raw baoon and half the piece of bread waa my aupper, with a like 

day' a march of equal aeverity. To add to ow: misery, our new 
shoes proTed to have been !ille(i \'fi th small pieces of woou between 
the soles, and it was like walking on large pebblae. Blood blisters . 
~ere on tho bottoms o! myfeet as well as on many another one's. We 
had no train or rations yet and no rest, except for two hours at 
aundonn, to make coffee by such as had a reserve, and to oo ok fresh 
beef aa ooon as killed. 

Volunteers were now oalled for to march that night with the 
purpose of striking the enemy -i;.nawares. Sixteen of Co. A and the 
same number of Co. B •hose oorr.mander, Lieut. Burwell, waa played out, 
were consolidated f.or the night and put under my command. And no« 
came the supreme test of endurance. . Not a m1n of these two companies 
would go unlees I would go ;vith them. It waa a teat of devotion 
with me and of their confidence. At nine o'clock upon a cold 
October night, we took the trail. The want of aleep soon overcame • 

ma; and I fell, to awake, and to ole~p and fall again. Thia waa 

many times repeated and by many men. My duties aa picket officer re-
quired me to keep awake the previous night; but I had spent that 
night as this, in sleeping and falling, only to arise and repeat the 
process. Many may think th1t a soldier's thirst, hunger, fatigue 
and wounds are severe in the order named, but for me the want of 
sleep on these nights was fru more torturing than any or all of these. 
We had passed Jefferson City, Lex1oon a.nd Independenoe going towards 
Kansas City \Yhen thia occurred. ile mad~ a halt about midnight. In 
a minute a splendid crooked rail f enoe !or the full length of the 
command was on f 1ro and thG soldiers we~e atretohed on the ground. 
How long they halted I oannot tall,· but the bugle awakened me ao much 
refreshed. that I nae 'l'f ell nigh myself a.gain. 

before d.aw~, firing was heard in our front. 

~e pressed on. Just 

We were double-quicked 
as much as men oouJ.d endure, but the foe waa moving :i11 fast as e. 
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Soon we pa sed those of the enemy who had fallen dead. 

the wounded a.long or le!t them at the housea by the way. 

Thay oarried 

Thie oontinued until near noon when we forded the river 

(bridge destroyed) a.nd expected aoon to be in the firing line o! the 
battle nhich ~e were nearing. I counted my men and found th1t one-

half had fall=n from fatigue, and th1t only aixteen remained of the 

two largest companies in the regiment, the aggregate number of whioh 

previously was 182. 

Here Gen. Blunt had disputed Prioe' a advance to Kansas City 

and ~e were in their rear. Price's arL1y >7aa all mounted and he had 

an i 1:1:nenae train laden with everything his army needed, taken from 

the country he had passed through for the l :ist !ou.r hundred miles. 

Seeing a foe in front and in rear, he turned south. Out infantry 
could not cut-~~,.rch him. and tto wexe oompletely exhausted; but our 

limited cavalry, lcnowing th:-.t Price must turn south, had taken a 

direct tm . outhweat and in the e~rly morning of the next day surprised 

him, attacking his flank n.nd capturing many men and all hie tr.g,in. 

Here,, really. our !oroed marching ended , but we did march 

for three more days southward to Harrisonville, Mo., where we 

rested thr ,e days and began our long tramp for St. Louie. 

I find meqsuring by the soale, the \"lay th.e bird fliea, th'lt 

we m:1rohed. from September 10th to November 6th in the at'.lt'Ja of 

Arkansas and Missouri. without tents a.~d pursuing cavalry and living 

on oorn and beef much of the time, more t_han 1, 000 miles. We h'l.d. 
marched before and lived equally hard, but it was not so protracted. 

On a previous raid 'lt 0:-tford, Mias., Capt. Severance, Lieut. 

Flanders, and myaelf carried a pumpkin fifteen mil8s, the captain 

making a sling for it with his s~ard belt. The pumpkin inn.de supper 
and breakf1at for four of us, and it was relished more, even ';lithout 

salt, than eating pumpkin r'3.w, which wq,a sometimes the case. Once 
we passed through rroods 01here half-ripe palfpa\fs tVere abundant . and 

a sicker a.rr.ly than ours was never a ::i en. It cu~ed us of eating 
half-ripe pawpaws. When fully ripe, they were like bananas, whole-

soma and good. Slleet potatoes wore at t1mea our only .t'ood and filled 
our haversaoka ~hen nothing else oould be had. 
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ArriT1ng at St. Lou11, we re1ted aa only tired, ~orn men 
oan; were fed, clothed, and paid for tour montha. 

When near Jefferaon City, we forded the Oaage River, 

thirty red• w1u• (1now having covered the ground in the morning) 

during a aevere rain, lest it should rise ao we oould not cross at 
all. With the wet and cold, our aufferings ,.,ere intenae, as we 

could not start firea with green wo od which was all that oould be 
gotten. .On Nov. 3rd we faoed a northeast anowatorm, the ~hole day. 
Minnesota never had ao severe a one ao early. At first it melted 
freely, then freezing, it lay more than four inohes dee;J before 
night, when it ceased snowing but froze h:u-d. We spent night in 
open fi~lds with little fuel and no shelter from wind. I got some 
sleep lying on a brush heap from "hich I had ahaken the uno~~ Others 

1at or lay on their rubber blankets. but were obliged to get up and 

stir briskly and keep our little fires going, taking turns in warming 

one side at a time. ~sour scanty fires were m~de.~ainst stumps while 
wood was out from other stumps to feed t~em. Axea were too few but 
were in oonst9.11t use. Three houaea near by s heltered a fe~ aiok, 
probably saving a few lives. I thought many .Yould die th:tt terrible 

night; but I believ13 none did. The next day, the snow melted and the 
• seoond day, it neaxly disappeared. Mud took its pl~oe, and we moved 

on. In a fa~ days ~e reached St. Louie, a muddy, ragged worn arm~. 

I reoall how differently we were received by different 
persons. As we rested a few minutes in th9 street of St. Louis, a 

young man began to deride and make fun of us and our condition, when 
. 

an old, gray-haired citizen turned upon him and gre~ eloquent in h1a 

rebuke, eay1ng,"You bandbox dude, who never done as much for your 

OOWltry as to.count the miles they have traveled. you laugh at them; 

they should put you on the ground for a cushion and sit on you; it 

would do you good to come in ooo.taot with the soil whose defenders 

you aoorn." Men and women onlookers cheered the old man and so did we. 
Here we rested and cleaned. In a day or two I was detailed 

with Company A to go aboard a &P1all cteamer, anchored in the middle of 

the Mississippi River, which was loaded heavily vri th ammunition. A 
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!leet of small steamers was soon a.sJembled and Oen. Smith's 16th oorps 

waa put aboard and started for Nashville, Tenn. This waa a voyage 
of aever:tl days, aa we tied up at night. When «e had gotten into 

the Cumberland River a sr.1all monitor .vaa sent ahead to clear aw:i.y llllY 

batteries tha.-t; might be found. A lnrger steamer than ours was tied 
to Ol.!X side, 103.ded in p!'l.rt with bailed hay. e believed this some 
protection from shots fired at us from the shore by s harp-shooters. 

Oul' duties <7ere net hn.rq, or unpleasant exoept for the thought of danger. 

We passed Fort Donaldson and arrived in Nashville late on 
' 

Nov. 2Sth, While the battle of Fr:tnklin was being fought. I was 
still in comc1a.nd of Company A but one of the off 1cers of said company 

(Lieut. Stowers) •Tua here, so I asked to be relieved of my command; 

wh1oh request was granted and I resumed my place in Co. B. Our 
regiment was aent two or more milaa south of the oity and entrenched, 

waiting for Hood, the Confeder ute oommander, who had driven Gen. 

Schofield from the South. 

the nounded from Franklin. 

tier, and ao rode all night. 

I a~w the long train of ambulances bringing 

M~n were placed three abreast, tier above 

They ~ere a sorry eight. 

We did not have to wait long until Hodd appeJ..red in our 

front and there intrenched iii thin vie•1 of us. Here we waited 
fifteen d:iys. Wood got scarce and daily we lost men who ~ere ool-
lect ing fuel between the lines. Even shade trees and buildings were 
consumed. 

The North was fe~rful, but not so was Thomas'a army; if 

you ~anted to find oourage you could al.nays do ao in the front rank. 

Thomas 11.'J.s ordered by the war department to at tack Hood o.t once; but 

delayed, to get horaea; 1Taa ordered again, but a frozen rain had rr.ade 

tha country a ahaet of ice and it ~aa ve~y oold. 

hillsidea for shelter. and horaea could not move. 
Men dug into the 

Thomae still de-
~ayed. He was threatened, but would not aaorif ioe hie men. Ha stood 
still to conquer. He now had 40,000 men to meet ar~ equal number. 

"Pap" Thomae, the men oalllll him. He had spared them; he had earned 

their oon!idence and they his, ae well . Hood waa better poated and 

as well protaoted as ~as Lee's army in the Wilderneae and the fight-
ing waa equally severe. 

• 
' 

I . 
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On Deo. 15th, the weather having moderated, Thomaa made h1a 
~ 

plans known to his corpa commanders and advanoed his f orcea to the 
contest. The men had been ordered the night previous to have three 

days• cooked rations in haversack, sixty rounds of ammunition~ 

caliber 56, on their persons; and to be called without bugle at four 

A.Y. The Confederate line waa nine miles long, with more than one 

hundred cannon ao placed in redoubts aa to rake every foot, and each 

flank was protected by the Cumberland River, which makes a great 
bow to the north. Our left made a feint for - more than an hour to 

attraot their forces in th~t direction, then our right, on whose ex-

treme our brigade was placed, waa ordered to turn their left. A 

dismounted cavalry regiment incre~eed our brigade six hundred men. 

We approaohed their first battery and, charging. drove it !ror. the 
field. ~hen enveloping their exposed flank, we cleared their line 

for two or three milds, really fighting two battles a.lone, aa the 

aeoond brigade - isolated~ out of eight and hearing of other troops. 

We soon were in front of the enemy behind a good breastwork with a 

four-gun battery. We were ordered to lie down while our brigade bat~ 
tery of six pieces played upon their works. Within rifle range, all 
our shots hit their works,· while theirs fro rr. s mooth-bores went wild, 

until one of their guns was turned .upon ua (lying prostrate) with a 

grape and can i ster charge. 

were mangled and dirt flew. 

Their aim was good; our line was torn, men 

Quick ao thought an iceberg '.las against 
my b3..ok. I wanted to go, and go anywhere, only go. 

Just then the brigade commander was felled by a cannon ball 

and the command then devolved upon the ranking colonel, who had seen 

all, and who immediately shouted, "Boys, let' a take thSt battery." 

Our oolonel also commanded, "Forward." Up we were and on the run 
double quick was too slow. The ground before ua had a few trees, 

many stumps, large atones, and br1ars. The line waa broken by these 
obati-uctiona, but no man stopped. I once stumbled over a man who 

had been s hot and had fallen just before me, but regained my feet and 
the line. Then I noticed our adjutant, Lieut. Cavanaugh, whe waa 

mounted, ride through our broken line and in advance of it, over the 

DAKOTA CONFLICT OF 1862 MANUSCRIPTS COLLECTIONS 
MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY. ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55102 



( 
- aa -

• ... 

breaatwork (it had been lowered by our ahot) cloae to a cannon and 
with his revolver at the gunner's head, induoe him to lea.ve h1a 
ramrner in the gun and hold up his hands. A f sw minutea later this 

. g-Wt "a• twmad to the rear , the rammer removed and. the gun diacharged 
at the fleeing !oe. Many years after, I asked the lieutenant why he 
was so rash as to ride over the work alone. "I was not alone," he 
answered. "Col. ---- had hold of the stirrup stra.p on the nigh· side 
of my hors e; a.a you \Tera on the oppoai te aide you could not see hi m. 
I was not alone, you aee ." That act of the brave lieutenant I did 
not see excelled during the \1ar. 

ITe cleared the works, captured four cannon and .many prisoner&, 
but before they could be taken to the rear we were fired into free a 
redoubt on a conical hill in a ~ood farther down the line. A ne\lf 
line of battle \Taa formed and wheeled to face the foe, and without 
waiting for our battery to get in position marched to the sound of the 
enemy's guns. Aa we \'fare ascending the steep hillside, I noticed the 
brigade oo ander had gott en in advance of our line and to s o preoipi-
toua a place th~t his horse could not ascend. He dismounted, and 
leaving hie horse, ~aoended with his men on foot. When near their 
worka, Lieut. Burwell, commanding Co. B, slipped and fell, and called 
to me to take oomu.and of the oompany. I sprang to t h·e left flank 
and got in the front line just as the gun in front of Co. K to my left 
1'as di sohn.rged. It enveloped them in !ire and smoke. I . c OUld see no 
men and believed Co. K •iped out, but did aee our flag .beyond and above 
t 11 e smoke. I gave the order, "Close to the colors." We obliqued 
to oloae the gap, whioh brought me to the mouth of the gun as it l'fae 
being drawn from the embrasure. I followed it with cooked revolver in 
my right hand and had to pass in sidoways, thus turning my ba.Qk on my 
own company, and saw not one until all was over; but I did eee '1 Con-
federate ~ith his gun swab not three feet away, another by hio side 
with a cannon o~tridge in his hands, a third was at the carriage 
wheel, rolling the gun baok for another load, but my revolver per-
suadad all of them to hold up their hands. I always thought I did my 
share toward capturing that gun if I did not fire · a shot. 

I 

• 

- ~3 - ) 

I could aee our line to my left and their strife over the breaat•orka, 
which our men would have mounted but for a deep ditch in front. Here 
•o atood and fired, while our !lanka, atretohing beyond the redoubt. 
doubled around it and found little in .their way in the rear and soon 
ended the fight. The exulta t ion of our men was now unbounded. The 
wounded were cared for and we resumed our effort to oloee upon the 
seoond brigade. Soon we found it facing another battery in artillery 
practice ~d apparently waiting for ua; but seeing our approach, they 
started ahead of us and carried the works, much as we h!ld done, and I 
have deaoribed, capturing five guns and many men. Bight was now 
upon us; we bivouacked on the ground from \Thich the foe had been driven, 
with their dead and wounded among us. The latter we oared for as 
best wa could. They ~e~~ giv~n ooffee, 
covered with our blankets. 

The f irat day • s fi ght was over. The colonel called to-
gether hie officers, numbering t wenty-two, one of ~horn had been 
slightly wounded, and complimented each for his p'U't, saying, "Don't 
negl3ct your duty by trying to sae t he whole field, for you Will knovr 
nothing o! this battle until you read of it in t ne northern newspapers. " 
Before the next sunset, one-hal! of those twenty-two of!iaera were 
either killed or wounded. 

During th'lt night I awoke 1t intervals 11.nd heard the groans 
of Confederate wounded and t he picks and axes of thoae who were con-
structing defences we knew we must f~oe the next day . 

Hood' a army had been contracted during the night and lay 
across two pikes and the only railroad then running sout h from Nashv1ll a, 
One of his flanks was protect ed by the river, the other by a precipitous 
bluff too steep for asoent, from the west, t he north end of which 
formed a right ·angle and to ita right extended a high atone ~'11 to one ... 
pike nearly a half mile di etant. On the north end of this hil l were 
massed aixteen pieces of artillery and behind its works and the stcme 
wall were four lines of men. Those guns could be used to front or 
right and sweep for a mile any approaching oolumn. 
the ai tua.t ion. 

It was the key of 
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On the morning of the second day we appraoohed the. en .. y•a 

new line with Co. B in front aa skirmishers covering the regiment. We 

drove their skirmish line through a oorn field fronting the stone 

~al~ mentioned. Being 1n advance, we receivsd our orders by the 

bugle Which indicated a continued advance; balls were flying thiok 
and the men hesitated. I went in front of the oompany with hat 

raised on my sword and said, "Co rr~ e on, boys," and every man came. 

When their skirmishers had got back over the wall, up rose a rank of 
men,· their guns told us to li e.down, We obeyed and were favored by 
a depression in the ground, lying as 101! aa we oould. . Their volley 

was repeated by rank after re.nk, and we \'fere literally oonoealed by 

atalka and leaves, which r:ere mo"ed down by bullets. 

Whdn they ceased ~iring by rank and only voluntary !iring 
was done, our work began. E~cb gun was directed just above th~t 
wall and \Then a heA.d a.ppea.red more than one ball went in t hat direction 
and so it was until our sixty rounds gra~ low. Two of our boys 'l'l'ere 
ordered to the rear for a supply and r th 1 an e gaunt et unharmed. 

Something etruck me on the right jaw, which I thought was a 

oannon oall or a shell, and I supposed th•lt my entire jaw was gone, 

but putting my :1and to my face, I found I l'fae mistaken. Th'l.t I was 
pleased goes without saying. Putting my fingers in.my mouth, I found 
a tooth from my upper jaw on my tcngue and judging from the hole in my 

oheek I concluded th 'lt the bullet ha. '.i gone out my mouth, •lhich also 
greatly pleased me. The wound.bled freely and I needed a surgeon. I 

encouraged a soldier ne~r me, who complained of a wound in his foot, 
to crawl t o the rear fith me. He found his wound ao slight that he 
returned, and before night reoeived a mortal wound. I found the field 
surgeon in the rear and many a wounded man around him, ~aiting his 

turn, I sat do\Tn to await my turn, but soon grew faiai and fell over; 

All pain was now gone. I heard the surgeon say, "Give that man son.e 
whiskey~" and someone raised my head. put a oup , to my lips and urged, 
"Dr ink." I took two swallows and soon I oould see, than 3.roae and 

did not lie do~n until late that night in the hospital. The surgeon 
put into the wound what I now know was powdered oopperas, whioh 

(J . - ?.5 - ) 

aeaaurably stopped the hemorrhage. Then I went with others from our 
line to a large house farther baok, where many aurgeona were dreaaing 

wounds and amputating limbs. The !irst surgeon I met shook hie head 

direoted me to an operating table saying, "Get on there." At this I 

ahook my head and pointed to my oheek. He put his fingers in the hole-

and said that he felt a ball, which I did not believe at first, but 

he was right, for he took two teeth and fragments of my jatt from under 

my tongue, which had been driven there by the ball. A lotion and 

bandages were applied and I was turned loooe. I d~ank some milk and 

went around to see the wounded, one of whom had died since ooming '1'1'.i th 

me from the field. We were soon oonvayed to~a hospital in Nashville. 

Anothar lieutenant of our regiment who was wounded in the ·right arm 

wae with me. He agreed to talk for me and I to write for him. 

were put into one room and during the night I awoke, to find him 

walking tho floor. Seeing me awake he turned and said, "Hunt, as 

e 

badly as my wound aohes, I would not have it well and be again where 

I was when I reoeived it, for $5,000. I have sometimes thought that 

bullet saved my life if it did come ne13r taking'it, for it gave me 

two months to reoruit." 

Soon after I left the field our skirmish line was retired 

and Joined the regiment. The brigade then formed for an assault on 

the hill mentioned and the defences thereon. There were·three regi-

menta in the front line, the Tenth being one, and the boys then present 

will tell you that their colonel, s. P. Jennison, cra~led along the 

line nbile all were lying on the ground and told his man th·i.t they 

were to carry that stronghold, and if any man in the regiment got 

ina1de be!ore he did (unleas he r~s disabled) he should have his sword 

an.<1 ride his horse. Whan all was ready the order came in these 

worda, "Turn the boys loose," and with fixed bayonets and guna at trail 

they began the ascent. Two batteries in the rear were sanding shot 

and shell at the· \Yorks over their head.a; up they crept and when the 

artillery ceased to fire lest they shoot our men, two ranks behind the 
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works roae and fired, but thoae who did not fall ware now in fron~ 

of the breastworks with loaded guns and a.a well protaoted. by 1 t a.a· 
the enemy, Now our time had come and our volley told with terrible 
e.ffeot. The ent'!mvt i::i n11mhA.,. '""'"' +-h-• ... ------ - __ ..... _.__ ... ~""' v .... w ..... 

____ ,, ___ _ 
"VQ..&.lj,~ go I 

oould not use their guns were the first to run. Our boys were well 
drilled with the bayonet and gun breeoh and well did they use their 
alcill. Though faoing more than two to their one, they routed the 

enemy and turned the sixteen cannon upon the fleeing, and upon the 

ranks, behind the atone wall we had ao long faoed. Gen. Thomqe told 
Col. Jennison, it wae the best feat of arms he had ever seen, The 
key of the situation was taken, their rout ~as complete; the battle 
of Nashville ~as won. We had won, but at what oost - our colonel lay 

insensible just before the works with cooked revolver olutahed in hand, 

one chamber had been emptied; our major (Cook) and ranking captain 

(White). were dying; one-half of the officers all down the line were 

vrow1ded and the regiment was in oomJJ.and of Capt, Severance, the ninth 
captain in rank. Company B had eight disabled, others slightly 
wounded; the regiment lost one-fourth its number. Our color eergeant 1 a 
ooat sho;ved seventeen ball holes, his 1 eft hand held the colora "hile 

hie right snatched a gun \'fhose bayonet \'fas thrust at bis breast, pulled. 

~ t !rom the hand of his opponent and with fiat felled hia foe and •Jl'ith 
foot put another out of oommiaeion. 

The enemy's lose on thie hill ~as over 2,000 men and sixteen 

oannon; and in the ca,mpaign in killed and prisoners - over l~,000 men 
and 64 cannon. Thorras Prentice, a noble boy who had cra~led from the 
!iring line wi~h m~ but h d t d 

v v a re urne, was.mortally wounded. 

I afterward had the pleasure of ~aiving promotion and securing 
Color Sergeant Keating a First Lieutenant commission. The officers 
of the regiment gave him a sword, sash, belt, and uniform. 

I stayed in the hospital a week, then journeyed to Louisville, 
Ky•, \There I spent t _wo weeks in a like ineti tut ion. From there I 
went to a brother in Olney, Ill, My wound healed in my ohe .:but not 
ao in my mouth, I learned to talk slowly and hated to hear my own 
voioe, and think others did also, The last fragment of bone waa 

'( - 11 -

taken !rom •Y aouth the following August, 'l.!ter which it fully healed, 

I am in a •eaaure tongue-tied ao I oan make aome •ound• with dif!i-

oul~y and other• not at all, and atammer and fall with the first worda 
wh.an T ... ____ .... 

Our army pressed Hood 1 a in retreat to the Tennessee River 
a.nd halted. The river froze, retard~ng supplies aoathe aoldiera 

were fo:roed to live a time on corn issued in the ear, In Febru9.ry 
they took ate::i.mer for New Orleans. I learned of this and followed 
and found them camped on General Jackson's old battle ground, ju~t 

below the city. Here Jackson in December, 1814, a little after the 

treaty of peao~ had been aignad (but was not known) fought the British 
with auoh signal auoceas. No ground could be selected easier of de-
tense. It ia really a le~el plain, not over a third of a mile wide. 

On the west flo\'la the rfver nearly three miles \lide. On the aaat ia • 
an overflolfed s':'lamp of dense woods. The foe must approach over this 
plain, while Jaokaon' a men were prot·ected by a strong breastwork, from 

behind whioh their artillery oould pour raking vollies into the on-
oom1ng columna. A gunboat on the river was alao of great assistance, 

We oould plainly eee the value of the cotton bales Jackson used on 

the lower eaGtern !lanlc of hie line, for the ground there ia so soft 

and wet that it oould not be spaded, and cotton bales made good pro-
tection, 

New Orleans ia one hundred and fifty milea from the Gulf. 

It la on ground a little above the river, so it will drain into it or 
into the swamp in the ren.r. General Butler had cleaned the oity to 
perfection. One street (canal) especially took my fancy. It "llS, 

I should judge, ten or twelve rods wide, with street oars in the center, 

.with a walk on either aide of the track and large shade trees. This 
boulevard extend~d from the river to Lake Pontchartrain, four miles 
distant. On the right bank of the riYer was Algiera, with large 

augar milla and extenaive oane fields beyond aa far as tho eye oould 
.reaoh. In Maroh we took ocean steamers for the gulf • The land grew 
lower aa we desoanded the river. Little but orange trees was culti-

vated and half of the soil was throwm upon the other half to be above 
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high water mark, with row• o! orange treea thereon. Finally only 

canebrake and ruehea grew and for aoorea of miles these only were 

visible above the water. We paae8d bet~een Fort St. Phillip and 

Fort Jaoklilon. 

below. We found at the southeast pass a few residenoea for pilots 

built on piles or timbers sunk in the water and a pilot to~er from 

whioh a lookout with glasses vraa kept. We took a pilot aboard, but 
just before the bar \fas reached, fog oame and we anohored for twenty-

four hours, our anchor being fastened upon a large oak tree that waa 

sunk in the river. It took hours to raise anchor and get rid of the 
tree. Onoe over the bar, ~e were in the gulf. At night the pilot 
found his compass crazy 9.Ild looking for a cause, found a stack of guns 

under the p'ilot house, tthioh h'ld. attracted t he needle. We \Tete out· 
• of our course tiTo days a.nd a night in reaching Dauphin Island Rhere we 

landed oppoai te Fort llorgan at the south point of Mobile Bay, soon to 

participate in the last campaign of the war. Here for three ~aeka we 
recruited on oysters gathered by the boys at low tids. 

Fe?r at thio day except the ::>ld soldier can tel l where or wllsn 

the la.at severe fighting of the Civ 11 flar took plaoe. How many know 
that five of Minneaota•a eleven infantry regiments partioip~ted therein 

and that "i th the exception. of the sieges of Vicksburg, Petersburg, and 

Richmond, that against the fortifications guarding Mobile was the moat 
severe. There is a valid reason for t his. The public mind was most 
intent upon Gra..~t • s efforts against Lee, believing and rightly that 

the fall of Richmond and the surrender of Lee would be the determining 
evsnta of the long, sanguinary oonfliot. 

At the very time Grant was pressing Lee in Virginia, General 

Camby was inveating the defenses guarding Mobile situated upon the bay 

of that name and at the delta of the Tombigbee. For fifteen days 
General Ca.mby'a army delved and dug, and hour by hour approached those 

atrongholde, and oarriod the laat by assault on the afternoon of the 

Sunday and some hours after Lee's sui·render, of which event we were 

not informed until more than a .-eek 11ter. 

, 

- as -

A full de&cription of this siege would be ioo long !or 0\:11' 

purpose, but a !ew pointa of interest may be mentioned.. A part of 

our !oroea ma.rohed from Pensaoola, Florida., and the r.eet from Fish 
Ri v.--r _ R gm12 11 -- - ~ -- " - ---
thus investing the !orta from the east. Upon our f irat approach and 

before we \fere oovered by our entrenchr.l\enta at a distance of 31ghty 

rods, we suffered oonaiderable loss. During the first night \Te ao 
intrenched that our caaualtiea diminished. Our line enoiroling 

Spanish fort waa three mile& long and extended from bay to bay, en-

oloaing the enemy's works, which contained t he biggest guns th~n made, 

I observed one marked seventeen and one-half tons. They ~~re mounted, 
so I judged, twanty feet above the bottom of the trenoh in front, 

from which the dirt was taken for t heir construction. There was vra.ter 
in this trench where it was. level and covered vrays at each angle of the 

trench, from which a raking fire could be poured upon the flank of an 

asa 1 iling column while crossing the trench. The ground near the fort 
was studded with torpedoes; and obstruct ions made by t \fo ron-s of a takes 

sharpened at the top and standing too close together to allow a man to 

paas between them, added to the difficult· 
• .... pproaching. Tho \falls 

of the fort were aome six feet a.arose at tt. .)J> and t~1enty or more 

feet at the base with a shelf or wra.lk some six feet wide against the 

fort Wall, of proper height for their men to shoot over the top of the 

wall and under a headlog which was bolted to strong posts firmly set 
in the earth walls. 

The ground inside the-fort was some four feet below the shelf 

Qr walk mentioned, and under this shelf and lower than the ground level 

of the fort were dugouts or rooms of sufficient numbers and size to hold 
• all the men and ammunition for the oannon. These resorts were bomb 

proof. Balla could not dislodge them; they must. be dug out. 

The investment we have mentioned was prosecuted \Ti th vigor. 

The first night a trench parallel with the fort was dug, and eighty 

rods distant therefrom and some three miles in length, the dirt being 

thrown over big pine logs; embrasures (or notches) in our walla were 
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made for the cannons' muzzlea. Our artillery waa as yet only field ' 
pieces, mainly 12-pounders. and a few amall steel rifled pieoea. 
Spanish fort was situated on the only bluff on the ahorea of :U:obile 
Bay. At its base was a narrow channel along the shore which afforded 
a safe channel from the mouth of the Tombigbee River and to the city 
of Mobile. South of this fort and between it and the Gulf of Mexico 
this channel was strewn with torpedoes ao our gunboats oould appraaoh 
only as far aa the bay ha.cl been dragged and scraped to clear it of 
them. A monitor was doing this work by slowly pushing ~efore it a 
raft or float which h9.d sorr.ething resembling long rake ·teeth at tached 
thereto, dragging the bottom of the bay and exploding or lifting the 
obstructions it encountered. It was slow and dangerous business. 
The monitor preceded the small steamer on which our regiment was l'fhen 
we entered Fish River, mentioned formerly , as we were the first to 
advance to the contest. It was my lot to see this monitor when she 
exploded a large torpedo under her stern as she was at «ork and was 
baoking to make a turn. The explosion raised t he iron craft some 
feet and drove the water from beneath her. The noise was heard for 
miles and the cloud of water rose high in t he air. The monitor was 
not broken to pieces, but she was lifted several feet and fell with 
auch force upon the uncovered sand that it all but flattened her and 
put her ant irely out of commission . Had she prosecuted her ~v ork a 
few days longer she would h1ve cleared a channei so the heavy gunboats 
ooald have approached and aided us, but now the land forces ltlone had 
t 1.e field. 

Time proved that our guns oould make no marked impression 
upon the enemy's works Wlile their heavy shot would pass through many 
feet of our sandy walls and striking the concealed pine logs wo~d 
toes them about as if they had been so many coos. We lay in our 
trenohee all that day and at night strengthened our works by daepening 
the trenches and increasing the thickness of the wall to twenty-five 
or more feet and covering a suffi cient portion of our trench with 
logs to protect us from exploding shells above us, which oame almost 
oonstantly. We then discovered that we had a dirt wall auffioiently 

, 
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thiok to reaiat the heavy shot. Then heavier ri!led. guna were brought 
and mounted on our line, which mad• considerable havoc in their de-
!enoea and diamounted 1ome of their guna, but the ahot would paaa 
through their head logs, leaving only a hole and at a leae n 1 ai':anl'tA 

_____ . .,,,,..., 
than a half mile would not break or smash a head log. It was evident 
that the pick and s hov al must do more work. 

Nature favored ua with a dark rai~y night and half of our 
line was put at work on trenches running parallel with each other 
not direotly toward the fort, but at an angle of forty-five degrees 
to t he right. The ground was light and tha wor k was done eo quietly - . . that our regiment had not, when our relief oame at midnight, alarmed 
the enemy or been discovered; but just at that hour the foe discovered 
the effort and opdned fire, which became general along the whole line. 
Our regiment did not fire a gun, but lay low in the ahallo\' trench 
they had made. 

Both combatants always had at night a line of pickets before 
their respective works to guard a.gainst1a surprise. A Vermont regi-
ment (the only eastern r~1iment t here ) had advanced too far and 
alarmed their pickets, with the .reGult th1t for an hour ab ittle raged 
on th!lt part of the line in extreme d1rknesa exoept for the liG .. t of 
exploding powGer. We we.re told after~ards by prisoners that the 
enemy waa greatly surprised at daylight to see what we had a.ocompliahed 
and that they began to fear the result. Now a new tack was begun 
from the end of our new trench. The digging was continued, but at 
a right angle to that already made. It tacked like a ship beating 
against the wind. A bundle of small polos eight or ten feet long and 
three fee t thiok \ls.s rolled before the extreme end of our trench to 
protect the heads of the men at work, and we dug day and night. The 
trenoh was then ao nigh the enemy's worka that their big guns· could 
not be au.f'fioiently depressed to strike the ground where we were at 
work. We now began to use "hoods" ma.de of poles and plank, whioh 
were plaoed on the eurfaoe of the ground. lhe amall dil~S ~ointin~ 
ioward tne mu~zie~ of the1• Cii guns, or just under their headlo~a. 
Th111 hood• were !our or more feet long and oompletely oovered wi th 

DAKOTA CONFLICT OF 1862 MANUSCRIPTS COLLECTIONS 
MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY. ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55102 



l 
( - 32 - (' 

• 

dirt, which wa~ aJ.l thrown towards the fort. Through the llooda our 
men ran their guns and were protected while aimi~. Thua we dug day 

and night, changing dir~otion every !ew roda, but gradually drawing 

nearer the !oe until but four roda separated us. Our trench "aa 
about six feet \'fide and would hold two or mor·e regilllenta. 

Gen. Camby had determinad to make an attaok on the- enemy on 

Saturday,, April 8, 1865,, - first by bombardment and then by assault. I 

ha.d obtained permission to go to the rear for a ohs.nge of olothes and 

a wash,, having been fourteen days and nights in the trenches without 
opportunity to do either. Our oooking was done in a gulch far in 

the rear to which we had dug a ditch to give us some prot~otion in 
going to the rear. When I returned, our regiment was in line. The 

colonel aaid to me, "Hurry on with your aide arms; we are going into 
tne fort." 

on both sides was talking, We were massed at the extremity of our 
sap and every hood had its sharpshooter aiming and firing where 1 t 
would be most effective. The enemy had b9.£Ss of sand suspended from 
a pole "hile a. man at each end of the pole lifted the bag to fill 

the notch in the wall through which they discharged their cannon. 

Thia protected their men while loading, but not while.aiming. Prob-

ably fifty of our sharpshooters were directing their fire at each of 
the baga or guns when the bags ~ere lowered. No man oould escape 
deadly missives; they could not aim their cannon; they shot wild. We 

feared only their small shells thrown by h3.Ild but their fuse was not 
very good. We were in at the death. Our blood was up;. no man thought 

• 
of the rear; we felt like finishing the work there and then. 

The fire from their big guns was over our heads and nearly 
ainged our hair and made our oheeks smart. It was an inferno - amoke 
h~lf choked us and the ooncuasion hurt our !aoes. Our voioee Nere lost 
in the roar and din. After two houra of thia,, their fire elaokened 
and against our irnrrediata front,, oeaaed. Then we received the order 
to go in. We mounted the walls and were in the fort in short order, 

to find their guns spiked; they had taken refuge on transports lying 
under the bluff or were oonoealed in their dugouts, Our shells had 

) 
j . 
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oonTerted. ~he ground into a atrik1ng resembl1Ulce to a bog yard that 

had been rooted over and over. We had a.Toided the torpedo~a by having 
gotten our trenoh nigher the fort than they were. Spanish Fort with 

1 ta heavy armament wa.a ours 3.Ild the remaining redoubt: Bl'l.kely: of l ~SJ 

than half the ai&•,, was to !are the same the next day. 

Our work was not quite done: Fort Blakely lay nigher the 

oity, made by 1ntrenoh1ng one side o! a triangle of which the bay 

formed another aide a.nd t he Tombigbee River the third side. Its work 

and a.rn;ament were oomplete; it could be approaohed only in front and 
over level ground. Our army was animated by eucoees and impatient of 
delay. Our oorps, Gen. A. J. Smith'a, wad, on this Sunday morning, 

April 9,th, marohed to assist the investors of Blakely and we were 

hardly in sight ofita ramparts when the troops who had been doing as we 

had done,, were seen moving in assault. They had to enCDlllter many ob-

structiona, such a.a wires stretched from stump to stump, treetops whose 

sharpened limbs they faoed and a terrible fire from a concealed foe. 

Our guns had silenoed many of theira,, but their small arms werd used 
with terrible effect. I afterwards examinad their paths and those who 

escaped must have done so under cover of the arr.eke from burning leaves. 

They did esoape; they mounted the breaat\torks and hand to hand they 

fought aa only men can fight when aroused in mortal conflict,, when to 

each. it is viotory or death. I know some will read these lines who 

will thrill with emotion as it a\Takens memories of like soenea. 

The day was won. Our flag wae over Blakely. The ls.st 

aevere oonfliot of more th'Ul two thousand battles had gone into history, 

I have not told of our casualties. They were as constant as the hours 

that made thosa fifteen days; and exploding shells overhead. ceased not -

day or night. The official returns gavo the number of killed and 

wounded at 1,500,, about one in ten of those under fire. The memory 

of oomradea · r aaw bleeding and dying in those \forks haunts and hurts me 
still, 

Some of our boya just before the end came, and as they lay 

fatigued under cover in our trenches, despaired of ever seeing Minnesota 
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ags.in; but I assured them I did not !eel •o, but expeoted to rs.iae wheat 
again in Minnesota and to tell my grandohildren all about thia oon!liot. 

April 13, 1865, we oommenoed the maroh to M.ontgomery, Ala.., 
aoo miles distant. Heat became so intense that we thrsw away our 
woolen blankets and overooats. 

On April 21st we had a "norther." It rained all day but we 
had no ahelter and keptoon the march, wading all streams. It was very 
oold. At sundown it oleared, and ice was found in the dishes the next 
morning. 

When near Granville, Ala., a troop was sent to us to oonvey 
the news of Lee's surrender; well did it stir us. The oolumri.a halted; 
men shouted till they could shout no more, danced and tumbled with joy, 
sang, "We are going home," and everything else. Just then a warm April 
thunder shower began. "The artillery of heaven anQw~~')d baok the 
shouts of men." 

On April 30th we heard of Lincoan•a aaaassinati on . It was 
well th~t the war«ae .over; sorrow, gloom or vengeance was seen on 
every face. Just at that time it would have been hard to respect 
the uplifted hands of the conquered. 

We reaohed ~ontgomery and had nothing to do but parade and 
live on corn until steamers oame up the Alabama River. Soon \fe were 
ordered •1eatward, passing through Selma, Ala., a.nd Jackson, Mias.; 
were camped a few weeks at Meriden, Miss.; then marched to Vicksburg 
and took steamer north, stopping at Memphis and St. Louis on our way to 
St. Paul where we were banquetted in the capitol. 

While on the steamers (nine d~ya) an epidemic of congestive 
chills and fever attacked us. About half of the rsgiment was pros-
trated when we reached Ft. Snalling, and many died. August 18th, fifty-
five men were left to be mustered out of Company B of the 138th who 
served therein. I hastened to my home, then to Vermont ~here my wife 
and daughters were. 

Now at the age of nearly seventy-nine years, with a rstro-
apeotive view of all that has passed, I can truthfully say that I have 
never seen the hour that I regretted entering the service of my beloved 

oount~y, and as I see its greatness and its glory, I am thankful that God allowed me to tak'e a humble part in i ta aal. vation. 

- 35 -

J'HOM Al OLD SOLDii:R 

. One oaae of the mortally wounded o! Co.B which appeal.ad 
to e most a.!!eotingly: WAG thAt of Thomae Pr!nta.a. 
man and a neighbor. He had opened a.prairie farm, built a modest 
bouae. and was.about to be married to a young lady residing near by, 
but the call of country and her great need appealed to hia patriotic 
aenae of duty. He aaorifioed hie financial interests, bid hie 
affianced good-bye, and shared all the ma.robes and battles of Co. B, 
Tenth :Uinneaota. It was he whom I mentioned aa ora"ling off the field 
with me,, having a alight wound from which he died in the hoapi t·tl at 
Fort Snelling a day or t~o after he ~as discharged. His wound had 
healed. but again broke out. It ~as my part to take hia pay and hia 
last words to her ~hom he longed to meet. She h1d been inf armed of 
his condition and hastened to be at hie bedside, riding on horaeba.ck. 
nearly a hµndred miles, only to oee hie no•tly m.«de grave. 

I al if a.ya felt when I passed hie house like raising my hat 
in mute reoognition of one so noble; even in the hour of death his 
oalmneaa, faith and ooura.ge were expressed in nords of paaoe and 
submission. 

I must mention one othar caae moat p~thetio. First sergeant 
Keating of Co.H, while befora Spanish Fort. was struck by a fragment of 
shell, his arm broken and mangled and hie ribs laid b.:l.l'e. As he waa 
carried from the field he oried, "Stop and let me sae my company." His 
bearers did so, when he raised his remaining hand in ea.lute to h1a 
comrades and in a plaintive tone said, "Good-bye, boys." I frequently 
eee (in mind) hie pala, calm face and hear again his la.at good-bye. 

Again have I natched a standing line exposed to m unseen foe 
and heard ~he fatal ball's whia. deadened while it p~ased through its 
victim, to take again the aarne sound it had dropped for but an instant. 
While actively moving or firing, the scldier suffers little from fear, 
and this is one reason why a moving line is more terrible than a 
atanding one. Thia was oonapiouously demonstrated by the First 
Kinneaota at Gettysburg and by our brigade at Nashville. 
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BY AN OLD SOLDIER 

A description of some parts of the country over which our 

armies passed may be of interest to reqders of today. 
T -~ -- - _ _, - -
.LI c " lltJ v J. c: 'j'J the lo•er Mississippi River, After recovering 

from a wound received at the battle of Nashville I took steamer at 

Ca.ire, Ill., for Ne,,. Orleans, "'here our regiment had preceded me. The 

observer will be impressed with the fa.ct th~t the waters of the 

U:iss1sa1pp1 and Ohio Rivers do not irwn,edi3.tely mingle; that for many 

miles after their junction a variegatdd and cloud-like appe~r'l!lce con-

tinues, resembling a clear sky ~ith mud-colored and broken clouds 

floating therein, as if the muddy Mississippi and clear Ohio mingled 
with reluctance. The land . formations on both banks are lo~ and level 

with feN exceptions for eight hundred miles; even Memphis is but mode-
... rately elevated above high water mark. Fort Pillow was on moderate 

bluffs, aa ~as Vicksburg also, No rock formations are seen, No 
growing villages, such as are passed by the traveler 9n railroads, 
are there. Thera is a dreary e'Ulleness of wood or marshes, except 

for wood yards, where landing is made ~or fuel for the steamer furnaces. 

For more than a thousand miles below Cairo, of impllrtanoe,, only Memphis, 

Vioksburg, Baton Rough,, Natches, and New Orleans can be mentioned. 

BY AN OLD SOLDIER 

Few know how our soldiers fared and were fed while on the long 

marches during the \'tar, and perhaps it will improve the appetite of 

some to be informed. Where it could be done, one pound of fresh beef 

each evening, i r .. r: ediately after being slaughtered,, \Vaa issued to each 

man; or rather as many pounds to eaoh company as men in it. Sometimes 

the company boiled the bee! entire for all the men, but usually it 

was divided into as many parts as there were messes and then subdivided 
into smaller amounts to the soldiers. The cooking was the rub, 
would fry his.in a tin , pl~te, another would hold his on a sharpened 

etiok in the flames and others \10uld put it on the ooals. 

One 

Baoon was sometimes 1aaued inste~d of beef and was three-fourth& 

. -

• 

• 

- :S? -

of a pound per day. · what waa not eaten for aupper and brsa.k!aat waa 

uaually put in the haveraaok for lunoh, While on the tramps the 

bacon waa usually tried, Hard bread ration we.a twelve ouncea daily, 

augar and coffee - two ouno•e of the former and a lees amount of the 

latter to each, every three days, at night. Each soldier had a small 

bag to oa:rry these artiolea in, which helped to fill his haversaok, 

While in the South each soldier oarried his pint tin oup, an empty 

fruit oan with a wire handle. Thia oan was his coffee pot,, and if he 

was an expert, he would boil a pint of water by holding his coffeepot 

of water on a atiok over a fire and have it boil~d and steeped in 

three minutea, These were his rations day in and day out except when 

they ran out a.nd then the country waa raided and everything that a 

hungry mortal could swallow was appropriated, 

It may here ba affirmed that it was proved beyond dispute 

that the soldier oould endure wore on hard bread, bacon and ooff ee 

than on any other r~tions that oould then be secured. The man that 

would deny the soldier his coffee and sugar ~ould be held to be hie 

•ortal foe, No subatitute has been !ound for it. Those who a.re 

injured by it can complain of the quantity they use, not the quality, 

Beane were rarely carried on the march, but they beat all 

the vegetables catalogued for sustenance. A vegetarian would be a 

poor soldier in a severe march. His bed was the ground, a few green 

leaves scraped from a bush or limb made his mattress and in a measure 

def ended him from the dampness of the ground. His rubber blanket 

eWJpended on an inoline under which he lay \\"as his shelter, He c;i.r• 

ried. hie tin plate, surplus hard bread, me~t, sugar, and coffee in 

his havers~ck. Hie canteen and rubber blanket, or sometimes a.piece· 

ot m-u&lin three and a half feet square supplied ~ith buttons and button 

holes to match, took the place of hie rubber blanket. These with his 

gun, cartridge box and fifty rounds of ammunition, weighing in the 

aggregate thirty pounds, were a load no \Tea.kling could tindure and . rnaroh 

as our corps did over t\fenty-five miles a day for many oonaacutlve days. 

When rations failed came the tug of war; then cattle, sheep, 

hoga, poul.try - everything edible wae taken th~t could be fowid on the 
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line· of maroh, and mounted !ora.gera on both sidse for four or !1v• 
m1lea ranged the country for supplies. • 

I was one of three who in a destitute region in M1as1saipp1 

oarried a pwr.pkin fifteen m1lea, whioh alone made the supper and 
breakfast !or four. It taste~ better than nothing, even without salt. 
It was found that men of medium weight stood the march better than the 
large or heavy ones, 

T.J. 

FROM AN OLD SOLDIER 

We have enjoyed the good fortune of ·having Charles S. Bruoe, 

an old settler of Dodge County and a oomra-:"le in Co.B, Tenth Minnesota 
Infantry, among us for a fe\"f days. Mr. Bruoe was three times el~Qt@n 
County Auditor of Dodge County, and ia no~ holding the same office 
at Luverne, Rook County - his ninth term. 

As old friends and oomradea vre hi:tcl to go over the old war 
days again and each remind the· other of forgotten incidents, I had 
credited myself with having given him a pai~ of eooka when on a nine-

teen days• forced march, his shoe soles having aome off, He aaid it 
was a pair of old ahoea instead, a.nd that the soaks were passed to 
anothar sergeant in the same condition, I did not forget the faot 
that he had stopped t\'fo rr.innie balls, one in his face and one in his 
shou.lder. Both were W'ell spent, but left their marks, but the gritty 
aergeant refused to retire fro: r. the firing llne. His memory of Tupelo 
and Hashville ia yet good. 

He was one of the a1xtet3n out of one hundred and twelve in hia 

company who left family to serve countr.y tor a mere pittance of Sl3 

per month, vrllen it took four or five dollars to buy what one dollar 
Will now. Ho;1 few of the young today oan realize the burden then 

carried by their fathers. 

Ia it. any wonder that the bonds holding oomrade to comrade 
are sacred and strong? 

T.J. 

- 3iJ -
) 

BY Al OLD SOLDIER 

I haYe been ~aked to express the !eel1nga o! the soldiers 
i~ n-++,_ ~~.~.· .. ho aanaationa of one when #ounded. -•• W(AV U _. Q - -

be true. 
These queations can have many and varied answers and all 

They are as varied aa the men exeroised. 

The zealous recruit is anxious to get into a battle and is 

bold even to rashness; a few casualties by hia aide generally correct 
hi a rashness. Another class are pale with fear, but the general 

expression of oountenance is th3.t of ·sober dete:t"mination; closed lips 

an~ set teeth bear silent witness that the gravity of the aitu~tion 
ii felt. The veteran goea to the field fully aware of his danger 
but nith resolute purpose. After the f irat fire is exchanged~ fea.r 
subsides, but lying idle, exposed to the enemy' a balls is most exact-

. ing. A small number skulk or try to evade their duties; they 'U'e the 
exoeptions - the oo~a.rds. The old soldier avoids unnecessary expos-
ure and seeks all proper protection but nhen ranks are broken by ahot 

or shell, he oloaea to the oolore, while the same disturbance will 
scatter the untried. 

The sensations of the wounded open another varied field of 
inquiry. The first sensations of the wounded are· not severe in pro-
portion to the danger from the Nound received, A gun shot in the 
extremities usually gives much inore pain than those more severe in 
other parts of the body. Some have told me that the moat terrible 
wounds give only a sting, others th~t a gre~t disposition to sleep 

oame over them in an instant, anotht}r th'lt numbness att1ckdd the P'U"t 
injured. 

The after effects of wounds are as varied as the injuries; some 
aUffer for years. 

nage of battle. 
For myself it is in drearns thalt again I see the oar-

! hear the roar' of cannon, the ~hiz of the minnie ball, 
the bursting of shell, and feel again the shock of the wounded. I shut 
my eyes in vain to obscure the flash of a volley fired fu.11 in my face, 

All this panorama cornea to me now a!ter nearly !orty ye!ll'a, It did not 
until after war had ended, but like Banquo•s ghost, it will not down. 
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One o! my company had. hia knee •hattered by a m1nnie ball and 
aa it was just growing dark and in the wood and there was no means ot 
carrying all the woundeJ to n relie! oamp in the darkneaa, hie comrade• 

~ . 
made the best bed possible o! le~vee; gRV~ him coffee, ~nd ,.....,.... ... _ .... _~ \-A - • v.., Y Q..&. U-\.4 U .&.W 

with. blankets. There he l ay the entire night, and before morning it 
rained, then gre~ cold and anowed. He told ·~e afterward that his au!-
ferings were such <luring the nip;ht that he he-irtily wished the ball 
had passed through his head . He lost a limb, but lived and rna.de an 
honorable reoord. 

I ea\T many shot thro·ugh the h.:iad who lived hours and some for 
days , but no expression of pain was mnde. Some even gained oonscioua-

. ness for a time and ~ere loath to believe th~t they were severly injured. 
T.J. 

One soldier in a charge was struck on the \Triet by a ball 
which nearly severed bis hand; he grabbed it with the other hand and 
kept in line for a time, then , re3.lizing his condition, he stopped and 
yelled to hie comr:ules, "Go on; Iill come when I get it done up." 

Another~ being one of eleven who were either killed or wounded 
by a single shell, arose and asked, "Boys, what makes it so dark?", not 
knowing ;":hat h'ldt ·iken plaoe. 

Another cried and made a great noise at the lose of n small 
toe. Still another had to be ordered to the rear when one arm was dis-
abled. Again one stood guard over a prisoner ~hose one hand was ueelesl• 

Among numbers gathered around the surgeons at the rear of the 
!ighting line, waiting their turns, rarely would a groan or a murmur be 
heard. On one occ1eion the last words of a wounded and expiring man, 

' awaiting hie turn were , "I am migh11 e3.sy now." 
I saw a soldier who ~aa struck, between his toes, by a ball 

• that passed through the length of ·the foot, sit down in the ranks, take 
o!f his shoe and with hie jack-knife deliberately cut the ball out of 
hie heel and put it in his pocket, and utter not .a word. 

Those on the firing line who had work to do suffered least in 
mind; their courage was high. Those oaring for the wounded in the rear 

) 

) 

generally were the pale-faced ones. The terror of wa.r reaohed ite 
olimax in leaving wounded uncared !or or in the h!lilda of the enemy. 
Kany o! those who tell into our hands as priaoners g~ve way to pain 
and grief; some oried like children, I oould but pity them. 

SIDE LIGHTS TO NARRATIVE 

I have thought to tell of the ghastly sights, the carnage and 
blookahed I saw, but now after these many years their horror is ao 
appalling, I turn from it all with a shudder and wonder how it '.fas all 
endured. The human mind is not endued with the power to receive im-
preseively t wo d iverse emotions at onoe. I have known the bravest in 
the !ight to be overcome \11th horror when viewing the field over which 
he had chara-ed. ... . 

I do not wonder Wellington cried when he calmly viewed 
Waterloo~ or that Sherman deolared war, "Hell," or that Grant~ that 
emotionless giant, hated war and said, "Let us have peace," 

After all these facts are stated, I must now s ay as I have 
often declared, th1t the rank and file of Sherman' a army when they were 
marching from "Atlant a to the sea" cherished the resolution that they 
would rather lie in unknown graves th3.ll be driven back and see t he 
union and all th~t it stood for, destroyed. 

Who, that were enduring the tortures of Andersonville, would 
secure release at the co·st of desertion? 

• How long were the days to lonely, anxious wiv3s and mothers 
when loved ones had gone to suffer and perhap s to die! 

I knew t h~t even when most exacting duties were being done 
and hardships were being encountered th~t my wife euff~red really no 
leas than I. Widows now, ~ho were wives then, are worthy of equal 
pensions that were given departed huab.a.nds. As a s oldier, let me say 
that few who were not rugged in frame and full of grit endured t hree 
years eervioe. Many young could not endure the mental atrain and 
loneliness, and pined and died, and many of the oldest were in t he same 
olaas. · Our surgeon asked me at one time what ail$d a oertain ma.n of • 
our company who oould not do duty. I told him it was a ~ife and six 
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children. He thought I was right, 
I woUld like to add worda of tribute to those who were wounded 

in my company, but thia ia written primarily for relatives and is pub-
lished only at their request and that of many coraradss and fr1end1, now 
attar theGe yeara when but one of my age of the one .hundred and twenty-
eight that were with me in Co.B ia alive, I oall them boys and meet 
them with pleasure none can describe; twenty-three were present in 
Minneapolis in 1906. Not an officsr nou remains but myself, 

The reoorda of those who served and suffered are chronicled in 
the volume entitled, "Uinneaota in the War," 

T.J. 

SIDE LIGHTS TO llY NARRATIVE 

Little is now known except by the old soldiers of the volun-
teer agencies that then gave relief and aid in many trying conCi t1ona 
during the Civil War. The moat prominent of these agencies were the 
Christian and Sanitary Comrr. iaaions. Every general hospital was a 
subject for their attention and the thread of their benefioenoe ran 
through all large oa.mpa and often to the field of battle. The sym-
pathy of patiently waiting mother~ sisters, and sweethearts, as well 

. as of generous men, was constantly ~upplying the necessary funds as 
well aa the a.rrrrt of workers, for those four-trying years. 

I will tell you \'that I saw of one roan connected with the 
former commission, A day or two after the battle of Franklin in 1 64, 
as our brigade waa throwing up breastworks on the outer line of 

• 

Thomas• defense, a little south of Nashville, Tenn., a man in citizen' a 
clothes aµpaa.red carrying a haversack of stationery from ~h1ch he 
offered e ~oh and every man paper, envelopes, and penoil, saying, "Boye , 
write a letter to aome one at home; don't forget the mother, wife , or 
sister. Tornorro\'f about this time of day I will be along and gather , 
your letters; don't stamp them, I will see to th~t. Come, it w111 rest 
you after your weary work and do the one addressed good." 

One of our sergeants, a noble fellow (John Uericle) who two 
weeka later died of wounds, thinking to josh this citizen, anticipating 
a little mirth, said to him, "We a.re aiways suspicious of one so 

- •1 - l 

1aeroua u you appear. Where do you live?" "Chicago," waa the reply, 
"0h1oago," r9peated John, "Chicago, l~t m•see, you hsd. a national oon-
Yention there not long ago and declared thi• war wu ' a failure'. How 
d:u-e you, a Chios.goan &pproaoh the fighters in this war?" The o1t1zen 
in a moat pleaaant manner made known his vocation, and proved himself a 
Jolly conversationalist, apt in retort, a.~d passed on . The next day 
~e appeared to gather the letters, had another pleaaant bout with John, 
and departed, 

Juat at sundown., the first day of the battle of Nashville, ae 
we -ere closing on the second brigade in line of battle and in a soft, 
newly plowed field, what obstruction should we !ind but a horse ca.rt 
with a copper oof!ee boiler l~rge as a barrel, with fire under it. The 
ca.rt appeared to be too much for the horse but we had other work to do 

muoh as we would have nnjoyed it. . e 1fere 
approaching a redoubt th~t waa also being approached by the second bri-

1 gade, but at a different angle. 
We were exerting ourselves to use the little remaining light 

of that eventful day by making a third a.asaul t since morning when \Ve 
overtook this Jolly citizen with two large pails of coffee from that 
boiler, and as a file by my aide stepped to the rear that we might pass 

.him, I recognized the Chicagoan and asked him where he w1a going with 
that oof.fee. "To the wounded men behind th·it long hayetack nearly in 
our front." I had noticed the stack but not the men. It appeared that 
the second brigade haci e~aged that redoubt but was waiting for us to 
assist when, seeing our anproach, they ohgrged the works capturing 
five or six cannons and many prisoners before we were engaged. 

llany years later, while listening to an address in a. State 
SWlday Sohool Convention at Winona, I was consoioua th~t I had met the 
speaker somewhere, When opportunity occurred, I approached him and 
asked if he "ere not the man I aa\Y carrying aoffee to wounded men be-
hind a haystack the evening of the firat day's fight at Nashville. 
"Yea, I am," was the reply, "and further, I ·atayed with them all night, 
dreased ''ounda and out my hand ripping open a sleeve to get at a 
wounded ar111. Blood. poison set in and I ca.me near loa1ng my l1f a," I 
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then knew him to be B. F. Jaooba, a man noted in S. S. literature and 

a member of the International Leason Committee, known and honored in 
many lands. 

FOR MEMORIAL DAY 

FROM J\li OLD SOLDIER. 

T.J. 

Now as Memorial Day ia approaohing; we are reminded of the 

glory of t hat emblem th»t haa inspired ao many to so valiant an effort, 

not alone the soldiers in the deadly strife on the battle field, but it 

haa and. does kindle and d ireot a love of young and old alike that no 
other embl em can awaken. 

We onoe had the good fortune to see this aentiment expressed 

by a few thouo1nd r elieved and exchanged Federal soldiers who had been , 

o~ptured in the d iaaetroua expedition of General Brooke up the valley 
of t he Red River in Louisiana. It was in February, 1864, and as I waa 
on a st eamer going to join my r egiment ~t New Orleans. The transport& 
wer e anohor ed at the junction of t he Red and Mississippi Rivers laden 

with Confederate and Federal prisoners to effect an exchange. Those oon-

taini ng our prisoners arrived first and anchored in mid-river. Soon the 
Confederat e st eamers appeared "1th t heir living mass of men ~ho for 

nearly a ye ·ir had end ured t ha hardships of prison. A ragged set they 
were , a llouing in faoe and limb depletion and lose, but when they oame 

near enough our st eam er s t o see "Old Glory" floating in the breez•, a 
new life ~~s theirs. Then and not till then broke forth a volume of 
"huzzaha" from all throat s , only to be repeated again and again and to 

be wa fted over the di sta nt \'Tat ers and to lower and dia 3.Way in d1st9.Ilt 
woods . 

beata . 
The pale, haggard f ~ce became crimson with increased heart 

The bar e heads and feet were Wrµ"med by the sight of the stars 
and stripes and muscle a gain became elastio. Hen leaped with joy and 
cried and prayed and praised. That flag was a thing real; it stood · 
for something. 

Now lfhen we as old soldiers deoorate our comrades• graves 

with t he fl aga t hey followed in the dark, terrible day of rebellion, it 
does t o us mean something. 

When in battle, by shot and ahell our ranka 

r 

J. 

' I - "6 ... 

were broken. we obeyed the order. •c1oae to the oolora.• now we hear. 

we aee the order of nature, •Duet to duet, as~ea to aahae;" ••obey, we 

are nearing to fill ths rnnka o! the depa.rt8d.. W& iouoh&d elbowa once;, 
we must not, we will not forget the re@ting pl~oe o: oomr:adc• gone be-

fore. We •ill mark their resting place by the flag they loved. 

T.J. 
Such a life oame to Andersonville'a starved hosts •hen under 

&imilar conditions they too beheld anew t heir country's emblem. 

PAPER READ BY T.J.HUNT AT THE 

LINCOLN EXERCISES Friday. 

Among the great and good men th~t this nation haa produced. 
none but the Father of hie Country can compare ~ith its firat martyred 

-

We oall him great, and why? Not because he was born ob&oure 

and humble, but because in apita of all the hardship& he had to encounter, 

he proved himself able to rise above t he depressing oondition surrounding 

hie youth and young manhood. Hie boyhood home waa moat wretched. Alone, 

he trod the path of want. No real school or scholar gave hi m friendly 

aid. What sentiment gave him impulse: What principle guided him in life 

and made his character such that his bitterest enemies in later yea.rs 

called him. "Honest Abe?" We answer, "Honesty - frank, true honesty -
and great sympathy for all mankind." 

He early showed hatred of wrong, and great sympathy for the 
wronged and feeble~ and hia strong right arm came to their aaeistanoe 
when no other friend was theirs. To t hese underlying principles, 
ambition and hope came to him when aa a reward o! faithful labor at 

fifty oents a day he wa.a assured of three dollars a week aa a eurve.yor. 
Tba few books within his reaob were mastered mainly by the light of 
tha fire on the hearth. A few weeka' intense application made him 
what Waahington had been - master of the compass. His memory was re-
markable. while his force of expression was wonderful. He early 
praotiaed proclaiming thd words of the great and wise, and aoon g~ve 

voioe to his own oonviotions, to which men listened with pleasure and 
this taot direoted. him in the ohoioe ot a pro!eaa1on. 
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He was not great as a lawyer but he w~s greqt as a log1oan. 
His simple, terse statements oarried tho weigh~ of a.rgu1Rent and oon-
viction, while hie ridicule of an opponent's sophistry was terrible. 
His whole heart was always in his work! v1vao1ou~ a6 h~ ~ae • . !! 
tap of Caesar's finger oould awe a Roman Senate, Linooln's words 
oould command a nation' a eara. None but· Lincoln could stand before 
t hat eloquent genius, "The Little Giant,• and contend as he contended 
tor freedom and fre~ territory. Lincoln and Douglass were gladiatora 

. on t he gre at field ;Thi l e t n t) people loo~ed and listened and learned. 
It was t h1t great deb~te ~"ld Linooln' s address at the Cooper Inati-
t u:te in N. Y., no~,. fifty years ago, that made your humble speaker a 
Lincoln man, and an advooate for Lincoln deleg~tes at our state oon-
vention in St. Paul in 1860. Such deleg~tes were elected, and Kinne•ot& 
stood. firm among his friends in the national convention in Chioago the 
:foll owing June tha t nominn.ted him for President of the United States. 
Th e people r ~tifi ed t ha1r choloe. These faots are among the pleasant 
memor ie3 of my life and I will a :id th·!t I am the only man now living in 
Dodge County t h~t attended th~t convention in St. Paul. 

Linooln felt th~ rdsp onaibilities of hia great office while 
he real ized his wea.kneaa. He called for divine aid and asked his 
friends to pray for him as he left his home to assume the preaidenoy, 
a.Tld in his firat inaugural addreas pleaded that no man would try to 
deatroy t he union, that he had "an oath recorded in heaven to preserve 
the union." 

T·.,o score days no~'I' p<i.as and the ominous r1..1Jr.ble of ci v 11 "ar 
breaks f orth i n volcanic violence. Sumpter . is battere~ with shot and 
s hell. Sumpter falla. The North a•.va.kes; an eleotrio thrill aets on 
fire t he blood of patriots. Lincoln ie at the helm, he calls for 
75,000 men. Congress meets and aaya taks 500,000 men and 500,000 
dollars. A month pasaea as the North and the South prepare for oom&st. 
At Bull Run the nation numbers.its slain. In anguiah the North binds up 
its ~Tounde and prepares to continue the !far. Eighteen gloomy montha 
paae, bloody fielda and desolation continue. More men are aallei !or. 
The North in tea.rs takes up the refrain, "We are aom1ng Father Abraham, 

.. 
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soo.ooo atrong.• 

The youth and vigor o! the land antsx- t he ranks and !ill 
th• plaoea of the !allen. Mothers and wivMl bid goodbye to eons and 
huaba.nd•• knowing tull well the pain that must be theirs and the 
forbearing anguish of the heart that makes a widow's woe whioh no 
•orde oan measure. 
freedom to slavee. 
gave it the foroe of 

. 
Then Oa.Ine from Linooln a proolamation giving 
That waa proolaiming natural law. 

/ 
statute law. 

( 

Provldenoe 

That blow struok, down the monater ~rong but !or two years ' / ' longer it lingered 1n dying agony. Conaervativea and radicals gathered 
around the President, each fn.otion contending for its polioy. The 
loyal were wea;ry but ooura.ge was always found in the front ranks. 
Lincoln bore ~he burden aa none other oould have 'bol:n@ 1t; - h~ hid.ad 
hia tin:.e. The !all of Vicksburg and the victory ot Gettysbury brought 
cheer and added glory to our nation's birthday. Again the people 
made him Captain of the Ship of St1ts; again he spoke, and no seer, 
no sage ever oompaesad in words more briefly the tragedy then being 
ena.oted before him. 

Thia nation paaaed in retrospective view. God'a righteou 
10.W that what a nation so"Na it shall also reap, 1'as on his heart. Hear 
a single paragraph of his second inaugural address: "It God wills 
that it(the wa;r) continue until all the ".1ealth piled up by the bonds-
man' & t\'70 hundred and fifty years of unrequited toil shall be sunk, 
and until every drop of blood drawn with the lash shall be paid by 
another drawn ~itb the a~ord, so it must be paid. The judgment of 
the Lord ia true and r ighteoua al together." • 

A feOT more suns and Lee aurranJera to Gr::mt. Lincoln aeaa 
the promised land; that pat lent, eympathetio he'l.rt has been burdened 
by the eight of more than a,ooo battle ficlda ~ade orirnaon by the blood . 
of brothers, made the deathbed of hundrcda of thou3and.e slain. NoTl 
the war cloud le lifting; joy fills the heart of all; the.volunteera 
a.re singing. "We a.re goin' home;" but no word of exultation e3capes 
hia (Linooln's) lip&. He hae saved a na~ion; he has preserved the Union; 
ho ha.a fre8d a raoe. What honors are hia when. '11• aaaa.a11n' e bal.l 
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ntara hie brain? The nntion is appalled - ita beloYed ohie!tain 
ha.s fall en. 

I r~ oall that ~hen on a m~oh near Montgomery in Alab1'D!a, 
th,,. Colon-) of' n11,.. ~,;.,f"P1.,.An+ ,._,,_~"""'--------..:a ------..!! . - - .... . u -----!.:.'- '-- ~- --e-···-··" _.,...._.. .... ,... u.r.Q '-1""1:U Cl~1U cs..J;VWlU a 011.rLp l:l.r9 l.Il 

the night and read to hi• :men an £1.0count of tha aasasaination, that 

one Captain, though prostrated n.nd .feeble, rose to his feet and 

buttoning hio ooat called out, "I have wanted to resign and go home 

but I don't want to now." Thia voioed the fe~linga of the n.r~y. 

Eaoh soldier grasped more firmly his weapon. All faoes showed more 
plainly th1.Il muttered ~orda oould tell how eager they were to f~oe 
any foe in arms . 

I shudder st the thought of the vengeanoe t hat ~ould have 
been theirs had not Lee previously surrender8d. 

Forty-four years have now passed ainoe th1t great and wise 

chief 11:19 laid low, The men vrho bore arms then 3..re bearing the 

weight of ye'lI's no,1 . This n~tion h3.s since trebled in numbers and 

impro·1ed in every fen.ture more than any drea.'Tler could have thought. 

It haa beoome the Imperial Republic, and as we behold i ta gre'ltness 

9.lld glory, let us keep fresh the men::ory o! him whose wisdom guided it 
and who gave it hie life. 

T.J.Hunt 

' f 
I 

I 

• 

- .. -
OUR Vi:T.iRAJlS GRAY 

BY 

Rev. L. L. Sowlea, D. D. 

lTcthing la more binding than the !riendehip o! 
oompaniona-1n-arms. -- Geo. S. Hillard. 

Dedicated to my old friend, Judge T. J. Hunt, of 
Dodge Center, Minnesota. 

What means thia gath'ring throng !rom ·day to i ay, 
As gather bird& in Aut'llr'.m 1 s deep'ning gray? 
What means these men with visage stern and aet, 
Theae men in prime, and some l.lllbearded yet? 
why woman;~ faoe so white, yet eysa on r1re 
To what doth ahe thes e earnest msn inspire? 
What means this roll of drum and bugle blare; 
Te3X-ohoked, yet proud huz~a tha.t fills the air? 
o, why doth human passion eurie and leap, 
Aa boils volcanic fire in oaverns deep? 

You surely muat the thrilling newa have heard, 
And kno\v why men so mightily are stirred; 
As birda when prowls the. oat on &teal thy .feet, 
Or bee& when hive is robbed of gathered aweet. 
You muat have heard of Sumpter'a leaden stor.m, 
And Linooln's ~all for men in line to !or~, 
To march •gainst t hos e who, love of country oold , 
Are base seoeders from t he n~tion'e fold; 
And dared insult - pull do\'fn our flag, 
And in its plaoe dared raise a h1ted rag. 

That'• why our boys in heaven'• !adelesa blue, 
Went !orth the bravest, noblest deeda to do, 
They fought on plain, through tangled wooded glen, 
And f ielda made rioh by toil of shaokled men. 
They fought by oabin, ohuroh, through village street. 
Thay !ought where e'er t he foe they ohanoed to ~eet, 
By streams, on river, bays, and harbors wide, 
Along our coast where surgmd the ocean tide. 
They foug ht on ridge of hilla and mountain top; 
No b a£r1er coul.d for long their progress atop. 

They faced the cannon's belching spew of hell, 
And gleaming lines of steel and rebel yell. 
They stormed t he strongest worka that &kill could raise, 
Till nations o! tbe e'U'th looked on amazed, 
They oaptured oampa. and torts and a.rma and men, 
Unoheoked they ohnrged through f oreat, glade and !en, 
They ma.robed in cold and heat; they starved, they bled, 
Alas, they le!t some o.omradea oold and deqd. 
'Twa.a thus our land un1:ted "as and tree, 
When Grant received the able sword of Lee. 
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J'l10111asJ.Hun t, 
A 11tl1n1· nf Fi1·~1-______ ___ ...._,~ ... A.A..._, ...... . 
D1·)r La\v, Dies 

Dodge Center Prohibition-
ist Succumbs at Long 

Beach, C?lif. 
,,,.. .... . 

Served in State Legislature, 
and Indian ~rid ·civil ·. 

• . .. • .[ o I \Vars~ 
' 

; 
~ 

I 

'Th om as .1 c· :°!«rs:in Hunt, Dod;:-e Cen· 
In, :lliu:i., n year~ old and author of 
the fir>t prC'hih!Uon law in the Unlted 
B!~tf2"s, Cif'd S2turday at t!1e sun1n1er 
home o! h!s ~aui;htf<r, ::\lrs. Fr<'llcric'k l 
rris~'=c. r>~·d~e C~nter, a! Long Beach. j 
l""a:tr, Th '=" l·t·~~· '·:!!! ~c C:-o~;:~~:. : o j 

•!U C":-s tf' i:~int•:-s. 

r:k fed rr<>li::tr .ludi;e. 
Af~c:- a 1:!~1~ ~! ::1 ~ C"ar~. ff1llO\\ fr.~ 

!hr- SP ... -r. t~~:·~n !;i the r;:cte- Lf..·t-·1~Ja. 
tu:-,., :\~r. IIt::1t \•.as P.i~cted prc1?->arc 
~udr::c ot 1-,o:!l:;e c.-01.1nt~· for t~·o "'ucc~s~ 
:-:\·fl> t~rms. :.h,..,re- l~'f'jng- no OPJ'Onent. 

'.\!r. Hunt, for ~h .... last 10 ~·r.ar1<. has 
l Jl-':'n ~r,r-ndi:;!; h:s F--Urnmers in 1\f i~ne-. 
z;;o~a. and ~h': v:ir:trrs jn Callfornia Al 
:hf •umm 0 r '""n~ or :h~ daui:l1tc::-. He 
l~ !tu;·,·;·.:'"-j 11:· -:.·,\·o r.aucht'·rg, ':\t:-s. 
r,-:,!>(·C ancl :.:,-,_ ~:·la J., :'.f:JJc.:-. 1Ani; 
~carh. and Q:lf.o ~on. j{a!nlin H. Jiu nt. 
:~rL"1n'?a.r><"iJ5. T'Lr la:tf:r rPcenU~· re-
t tJ :-n?d frorn I. .. c-:1; B~--ac.·}-, l\'here he \,-~ .. 
=11<;od Oil "t'CN:nt O! his fotber"E SC'riCIU~ 
lllne1;8.. He rctu:-ned tn :IJ!nnrapo!!s a 
lew tla,-s af;{.I f~llet\\ing ln1pn:•\"C!11cnt 
In h;s (41thrr•.e CD~d1!ion. 
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J'110111asJ. I-It1n t, I ·1·=1ie Drafted Nation's .:. __ ·:i 
-A · First Prohibition Law ! _ _ 11tl101· of Fi1·st

1
1·=·-- -¢ 

~ .. ... 
D1·)1 La\v, Dies i ,, /"{··:·~--~~ -- . I -· ~ 

' Dodge Center Prohibition- '" 
1st Succ~1nbs at Long 1 

I 

Beach, Calif. I 
Served in State Legislature, 

and Indian and Civil 
\Vars. 

I 
'Ji:r•:i"~~ Jr·'!•·:-~'J~ liunt, TJC'l\-=:;:c· f"'~n-j 

t .... r. ; .. :iJ.:i .. ~·:: ~ rar~ nld and e.u:ho:- off 
th~ f:c•t p:·cl1ih!'io11 law in. ihe L'nl:ed I 
f:·~!P~, r.i;·d ~r..turday at thr :=:t:n~:t1~r 

h<"'l~nf' <i~ l!.~ '"~ ~.;-h·i:.r. ).!rs. I'r"'cil'!·ir•i: i 

r::>"if. ~;;- "'.:- l· .. ·:~- Y:!ll he i~:·r.:.:;::t:. i.V 
D ·1:g:.,_. r, ~ :• :- ~ - :.;::--.al Di1 .lt:t-:(- ~;. 

< .:::!11(' t<1 ~:att· in l85 '; . 

• . ! d !"rom b.i~ l :-:h1,::-ii:--::_ in ''c-:·!1H>!lt. 
lip v·n~ en~ 0: i.:-:. :"1s. He- \\flf. c~C'c:c-d 
f(t -:_?-,~ F~3:(- },,• Z ~:.:.~U!"E- )!l J,~~1~4. ~iPcJ' 
fie a n~C'::il·".."r n~ tr 1' r::!l!"03d cn!l:.r-1!~t,_·(', 
r·:·I' ,c;.._.a 1bE:- l .~! \\ !1ic h ,\·ould ~i\'e to 1 
I h,.. l•!.JiiCjr~g c! r·ni:: -ic!s !i\"fl 1n!ll1<111 I 
n.-1'lt::.:·s. L.:ltc~r, J~i.'.r ~he pa!-'ra~f" C'I~ t11e-
l1!ll, '\ h!"n i-:,. <Ji)j•' ur1.·d !.he stntc \~:ouid 
r~t!"uult of payr:Jtn:. 11~ 1:r~~-d 11t:r:r1~nt 
r.:id ~he rt>c0rQ c•! !h!.' ~tht~ i;\·as kept 

rt·llo•,·in;:- hi~ fi:-rt t"rn1 In th,· Legii:::-
11.~Urc ('·f ~j'i:;r;csc•t.a, he voluntf~recl to 
nic! in the :-:up;':t s-=-iPr. c1f the. Si0ux Jn-
cJia.n 0ut'hr~ak 11:1r'! !L1·r;. i• 1 ·:-a:nt:' a n1r1n-
l•er c1f th>:> pff":~tb )lt1·:~·::-r.:~ it1~'1:1!r~­
E..nrl fnut;"t.: i11 il !L:·c·t:f:f. ti1{ C1·.n -..1r. 

o1\!ter rc·!~rnin; !r· 111?-- .f.1rrn jri r)j --~~ .o 
rri:.1n~y f-':Jr\\~!:~ !ht C"~"" 1S{' of !.}1~ C.'.1\·iJ 
"'·a.r. }i1 i' :.~ :·r:-r-.:;-J ..-·>·r~{~d to tlic f".J:I'." 
j "i..-: ... i:::.·~-c.. lt ";' ,'l~ durin;:; l!i~ f.rr:. 
] .... ;.: ,_•n ._,.· ... :a •i.::1: 1.1_· iI.t:·rii!u-·f='r! tl:r: 
} !i •,, r. r : .. ::, ·;, ... : ; ~l t'f:!f (If f'"t;:.!.rdi;:1•:: 
~""' -:, :-~.: ; J :--· •'!-- fr-.m fu:-:!i!--h11·.;-
!ri .t.i:-'r \",..tY, ~ .:: 1 Uf J,.-;"'11iS"SioJ?1 (l~ th'• 
;. --

0 1 -~ •.:- ~1:_:-...-.· .. ~1~. ::iti:-:i-·i~""!:ino t· 
1:.; ·:-~ tr• 1· ::1-:.:-s. 

11• · :1·r: J'rr !1:.:r ,ltuJ~C'. 

/', !~ :- ~ : , ·· ""'-f : i : '."";1:-~. f 1!lr,•i\ i·.t 
~ '-.r • ... .. ,.. 

'ti r-,.., :::-. i~ .... ,~ ·: :.._ ... r-~'·ct1-d pr-11! t~ , 
:1J:t:e- <:'! 1 1 ~-' ~'<• ... "11:-' f..Jf l\\'O !--U,:C~~· 
!".-. '· 11 ... n;c.;. ! ~ .... !. l•' i;1~ no npJ•Ct~<'nt. 

~.~r. Jrur.t. ! •r ~}.~ 1a~~ l{t ~ ~:iri-. haJ.! 
1 t"'·r. !I•• :.J::. ~ r.:~ "~:r"n1e>:-t; in ~~i~nl­
f.r' 1 :lt1d :~1•· '' !'.:"'5 In \all!"ornia fit 
:?1i:·,. .r."!:,, .. ?•f'•r,r 'r ~'1'.! .·!au~!llt::". 11F: 
ic- :;:_;;- . ·•·1 l,· : ... ._.. ~ 1;i..L'""·:-,r. .• 7.~:-h.. 

J- -"'~ ~ ~-. ! • '" ~ ·ia 1 •. ~.::t:1:-, 1~··=-~ 
T.+ --h. ;,.:1'1 r ...... ~ J-•• i!n•t"!;n H. Jlunt. 
:i p J a;,r:1~- 7i ! :a.l• r r~~·t.-n~ly re--
t :..;-n-e frei:-n J.-(;,!: B··-. ri n·h<-:-l· he "~f" ~ "1.. 
t:.a.:141 ou :;('C'' 1l"r.t of lJif fa!her's ~~iou~ 
1:tr;c~ He 1 ~t::-np,-l tn ~finnrepo!is A 
!!',~ t'!.3.ys :t~U :f1-.~J"v."i'":;:- i:i:1;1:-(.•·,·c·!"l1'.::nt 
1:: h~s !".:~l. r·.F rr·:.\:::ior.. 
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