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OBSERVATIONS OF T. J. HUNT IN THE CIVIL WAR

A NARRATIVE

OF THE MILITARY LIFE OF T. J. HUNT IN THE SIOQUX
INDIAN AND CIVIL WARS OF 18623-5,

I was then a farmer in Ellington, Dodge County, Minn,,
and had just finished putting my grain in shock when, on the 23nd
day of Auguet, a man I well knew came driving rapidly to me in the
field with s =nr: - Tom GOV. Ramsey saying that the whole
Sioux nation had arisen and had magsacred the settlers of our
western border or driven them into the villages on the Minnssota
River, and that New Ulm with many hundred refugees was surrounded
and besieged, and calling uron every able~bodied man to gOo at once
with arms to assist in defence of the lives and property of these
people as wéll ag our own, Two qaya before this, a few of our
neighbors had consulted about the outbreak and our duty and oﬁr own
safety. One man, who had a double log house, thought it would be
advisable to build a stookade around his residence and spend the
nights there with our familiecs. I demurred, claiming that if the
Indians should clean out the country west of us, our 8calps would
not be saved by a dozen guns even in a stockade; and that we should,
1f it appeared necessary, g0 to meet the Indiane on the western
frontier, seventy-five to one hundred miles west of us. In this
view others agreed, and so we were not entirely surprised at the
governor's proclamation.

That summone was enough. My horses were unharnsessed and,
mounting one while the youth helping me did the same with the other,"
we hastened to spread the news, and requseted the men to meet at my
house by the middle of the afternoon with arms, ammunition and all |

the provisions they could bring, At the appointed hour, nine or ten

~
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OBSERVATIONS OF T. J. HUNT IN THE CIVIL WAR

A NARRATIVE

OF THE .MILITARY LIFE OF T. J. HUNT IN THE SIOQUX
INDIAN AND CIVIL WARS OF 1863-5,

I was then a farmer in Ellington, Dodge County, Minn.,
and had just finished putting my grain in shook when, on the 233nd

day of Auguet, a man I well knew came driving rapidly to me in the
field with a proelamation from Gov. Rameey saying that the whole

Sioux nation had arisen and had magsacred the settlers of our

western border or driven them into the villages on the Minnssota
River, and that New Ulm with many hundred refugees was surrounded
and besieged, and calling uron every able-~bodied man to g0 at once
with arms to assist in defence of the lives and property of these
people as wéll as our own, Two qays befors this, a few of our
neignbors had consulted about the outbreak and our duty and oﬁr own
safety. One man, who had a double log house, thought it would be
advisable to build a stockade around his residence and spend the
nights there with our familics. I demurred, claiming that if the
Indiens should clean out the country weet of us, our scalps would
not be saved by a dozen guns even in a 8tockade; and that we ghould,
if it appeared necessary, go to meet the Indians on the western
frontier, seventy-five to one hundred miles west of ua. In this
view others agreed, and so we were not entirely surprised at the

governor's proclamation,

That summone was enough. My horses were unharnessed and,
mounting ona while the youth helping me did the same with the other,"
we hastened to epread the news, and requested the men to meet at oy
house by the middle of the afternoon with arms, ammunition and all '

the provisions they could bring. At the appointed hour, nine or ten

o
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men, all in the prime of life, were with me as requested, and we
Were soon on our way to New Ulm, Just before sundown we found our-
selves at Rice Lake, where we met Captain Edgerton from Mantorville
vith Co, B, which had recently ocome from Fort Snelling, at which
place they had organized and were furloughed for a week. In conse-
quence of the Indian outbreak, %he governor had ordered Captain
tdgerton to immediately call his command together and start for New
Ulm, It was but a few hours before he was on the march, and the
firet night's camp was at Rice Lake,

That evening,ia discharged, disabled soldier said to me,
"I hear you want to enlist; and if you do, I will take your farm,
Ouy your team and wagon and stack and thresh your grain." It was

the work of an hour when a contracs: was written, a lease made and

my team and certain stock, corn, and potatoes growing, were sgold to

1im = all to take immediate effect, provided Capt. Edgerton would
take me as his first recruit, and my wife would consent. I must
8ee her first, so a drive of some gixteen milea.waa made to my home,
Aer consent obtained, and I was back at the léke enrolléd in Co, B
At sunrise the next morning with one of ‘the men, John Rutledge, who
7ag with me the day before. This recital appears tame now; but our
readers may rest assured that it wae no small affair then - to leave
vife and two little girls to g0 a thouéand miles eastward to her old
nome in Vermont, while I entered the "ranks, for three years of the
var," well knowing that I might suffer and that she must be in
anxiety and suspense beyond expression. However, she was equal to
'Ne occasion and, "Go if you feel you ought, and God be with you,"
vag her response. That sealed the contract, I was a soldier of
Co. B, Tenth Minnesota. Those who did not enlist returned to their
homes, wisely ooncluding to let the soldiers do the fighting., The
second day we passed through Mankato and oﬂ pést the big bend in the
Minnesota River toward New Ulm, other troops Joining us enroute to
the beaieged City, in whioh, besides its own inhabitants, were hun-
dreds who had taken refuge there, including about fifty soldiers,

mostly cavalry. All these owed their salvation to the brick business
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blooks on both sides of the business street of New Ulm. Embankments
were thrown up at either extremity of the street and the soldiers and
citizens used their common firearms with sucoess against the 3,000 or
more of the assailing Sioux.

On the day we left Dodge County, the besieged had mounted
8tove pipes on wagon wheels to represent cannon, and had fired anvilg
to imitate the noise of artillery, which is believed to be why the
Indiane withdrew from the attaok. Famine too was beginning to stare
them in the face; so they judged, and ‘rightly, fham there was a
chance to withdraw, and they started for Mankato. These refugees we
met on the broad prairie, not far beyond South Bend, and a sorry lot
they were, The wounded and feeble wers carried in the few vehicles
that ocould be collected. Here was the firet bloed we saw in War;
but we siw also the expressions of relief they showed at our approach,
a8 well as the depression and grief at their loss. Sad tales were
related and miraculous @scapes desoribed.,

This Sioux massacre of about 1,000 Minnesotans was 8o ob-
8oured by the Civil War that the public ear scarcely heard of it, al-
though some 6,000 soldiers gave it their attention for two years. Co,
B-'was then ordersd to take 8tation at the Winnebago Agency, twelve
miles east of Mankato, and keep that tribe of Indians in sub jection,
a8 they were believed to be in sympathy with the Sioux. Here we spent
the fall and winter, drilling and erecting log huts for quart;rs; and
here came to me an opportunity which I voluntarily surrendered to
Edward Couse, our first sergeant, In Minnesota there were then being
organized five regiments of infantry, from the sixth to the tenth in-
olusive, and Capt. Edgerton had been informed that Dodge County would
be given one appointment in a regimental staff, It was expected that
it would be a quartermaster appointment., The captain came to me and
8aid, "Gov. Ramsey knows you and will give you that office if this com-
pany asgks 1it, I will do sé if you wish; but it would Please me better
if you would stay with the Company and take Couse's place as first ser-
géant, and add your request to mine for his appointment." I then

thought the Civil War would end before the Sioux War, and not fancying
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the responsibility of a quartermaster, I offered to leave it to a
vote of the company, and if they preferred to have me remain and
take the first sergeanocy, I would do so, The vote confirmed my
choice and Capfain Edgerton énd myself wrote Gov. Ramsey, asking
the appeintment of Mr. Couse.

I had twice been a member of the legislature and Capt.
Edgerton, a member of the senate; and we were both gratified and sux-
prised when we learned that the governor had upon our recomnendation
appointed Mr. Couse, not as a quartermaster, but as adjutant of the
Ninth Minnesota regiment. Consequently, I had my choice and Mr.
Couse fared better than we asked,

e were not yet mustered into U.S. Service, but were acting
ag state troops. I was soon thereafter sent with a detail to St.
Paul for suppliss of clothing for the company, and to report to the
governor our condition and needs. I did so, but of supplies there
78rs none for us; even our subsistence was procured from farmers and
receipts were given - to be paid by the state. The governor asked
#hy I did not come myself instead of sending Mr. Couse, and I told him,

C. D. Tuthill, Firet Duty Sergeant, acted as Commissary Of-
ficer and sent even to Dodge Cqunty for beeves for our food. From
the mille at Faribault, our flour was hauled - the two making up our
rations, relieved only by potatoss which ﬁe dug from fields near by.
A large brick oven of the agenoy was manned by our boys, who made the
bre=d,

In November we wore mustered in as U.S. gsoldiers, and Co, F

‘a8 mounted and sent to our camp. Qur regimental

'éro located at LeSueur and the five regiments were lo-

cated by companies from Fort Ripley to the Iowa line and northesstward

to Fort Abercrombie, on the Red River of the North, covering a line of
more than five hundred miles.

After the battle of Wood Lake, in which the Third Minnesota

(then paroled prisoners) did the principal fighting, and the prisoners

held by the Sioux were released, and we were in winter Quarters, we
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did nothing but drill, drill, with the exception of a march to
Mankato to witness the hanging of thirty-five Sioux, proven guilty
of massaoring and torturing their victims,

Jur iieutenant, Gol. 5. T. Génerson, who had seen military
eervice, called gsome of the officers and aergeants of each company
to LeSueur to be drilled and instruoted in all that pertained to
military duties. In a test examination, I etood first of all con-
testante and from that time I had the entirs drilling of our company,
except 1n bayonet exercise. When the regiment was all together,
our company stood first as the best drilled. The colonel at one
time selected the first platoon (right half of the company) and a
like platoon of Co. K as skirmishers for the regiment and selected me
as oonumander., If this carried some honor, it also brought much hard

service and a great amount of danger. Strange as it now seems, I en-

. Joyed both that'aervice and danger. This‘fact becomes apparent to

the old soldier, that the more distant the time of the events that
"tried men's souls" - the greater those evente appear to him,

Early in June, 18683, four of the five infantry regiments with
one regiment of ocavalry and a battery,‘assembled at the mouth of the
Redwood River in Redwood County and began the long, weary march of
eleven hundred and eighty-~five miles, Each infantry soldier's equip-
ment and knapsaok weighed some forty pounds. We marched one hour and
rested ten minutes, starting at four A.M. and continuing until five or
8ix P.M., or until water was reached that ocould be drunk. Small lakes
were frequent but many of them were 80 strong with alkali that they
ware worthless. This was very fatiguing, but the weather was ary,
and as the supply wagons were emxptied, our knapsacks were carried
therein, which was a great relief.

Our train.must have contained a hundred and fifty wagons -
each drawn by six mules, and loaded with hard bread, sugar, coffee,
and a small amount of baocon and desiccated vegetables, the latter

being issued once a week, Beeves were driven and slaughtered every

évening, each company receiving as many pounds as there were men in i%,
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together with one day's allowance of hard bread, sugar, and ocoffee.
The éen gathered buffalo chipe for fuel. The heat was at times in-
tense; on July 3rd hundrede of men were prostrated by heat and
fatigue, and wers carried on the wagons until there was room for no
more, but the ory was for water, water, until swollen tongues could
Cry no longer, and when just before sundown a shallow, muddy lake
was reached, neither men nor beasts could be restrained from gorging
themselves with the turbid beverage. Wagons were emptied and sent
back for those who had been proatratéd and left behind. I knew of
only one man's dying; but many never fully recovered from the effects
of that day's march - two being so affeoted in Co. B.

Soon after, an invalid camp was made and protected by earth
"orks, on the banke of -a fine lake, some sixty or seventy miles south
of Devils Lake, N.D., where werc left those who were least able to
march., Major Cook of the Tenth Infantry was left in charge, and
made an excursion to Devils Lake while the main body pressed on. A
hunting cawp from the Selkirk settlement of Manitoba was seen pre-
paring their pemmican from the flesh of buffaloes just killed, It
738 made from buffalo steak after being stretoched and fastened upon
A00p8é ana cried in the sun, then packed and pressed, It was the
sWeotest meat I ever tasted, and the men and women of the camp who
lived upon this meat were the most robust and healfhy human beings I
ever saw, Their looke would unhorse any vegetarian and his theory
Wno could have seen them. They indicated the location of the Sioux
and we took that direction,

On July 34¢h, a little after noon, we located the Indians
2 mlile or leas in our front, their camp being hidden by higher ground.
Ihe tsams wers i ediately corralled on a lake at our right, and earth
(eod) thrown up as a defense, while hundrede of Indians were in gight
and cautiously approaching. The surgeon of the Seventh talked with
some Indians he knew in a friendly way and gave them bread, but when
he turned back, they, with their charaoteristic treachery, shot him

dead. Two skirmish lines protected our camp, while others were digging.

‘7-

The men were impatient to advance and fight their way to

the Indiane' camp; but were held in cheok by General Sibley, whose

severe prudence placed him in bad repute with the soldiers. Finally

-

8C that their b reached vhose aiy work,

A stony hill within easy ocannon shot was black with hun-
dreds of Indians when our shells began to burst among them, and our
ekirmigh lines advanced to battie. They’did not stand our bullets,
but precipitately fled while we advanced, When the crest of the
hill was reached, we could see their women and children two or three
ulles distant going westward on ponies and drag=poles, while the
braves, all mounted, wsere disputing our advance. Our cavalry was
then brought forward in pursuit, as wae algo a part of the battery,
and our company was ordered to accompany the battery as a support.

e were at a double quiock, but the little ponies of the redskins were
fleeter (after the first quarter of a mile) than our cavalry horses,
and tae cavalry was faster than the artillery, and the artillery
faster than the infantry, although the latter was at a double quick
for miles, coming up with the artillery when they stooped to throw
shells over the cavalry line at the retreating Indians, This oon-
tinued until dark, when we were ordered to return, and a slovw,weary
march it was. The night was cloudy and very dark. Our thiret and
fatigue cannot be described. Hunger was mild in gowmparison. Men
could not talk. Even Colonel Marshagll with the Seventh Minnssota
regiment, who followed ue, lost his voigce when trying to give directions
and the men tried to laugh at him, but suoceeded no better than he,

Men oould not keep in rank and became a random, slowly moving orowd.
The horrors of taeir condition and suffering was equaled only by the
wounded and zbandoned on the battlefield. Still we moved while we
oould, till from exhaustion, man after man fell and could rise no more,
Thus the fifteen miles of our return took the entire night, and no man
reached camp until after daylight.

I fell over 2 stone and mad? no effort to rise. No comrade '
7as to boe seen or heard, nor was I certain I was going in the right

direction; and properly oconcluding that I should lie there until day-
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light, I went to sleep. How long I slept, I cannot tell, but when

I awakened before sunrise, there was the Camp not half a mile distant,
and men were straggling along, while some were lying as I had been,
8till asleep, I was happy, rested, and hungry. Water, bread, and
coffee made us men again. It was found that we had marched over
fifty miles during the last twenty-four hours and had had a running
fight some hours of thatg time, By noon the command was gathered

and made a short half-~day's march,

The battle of Big dound had passed, The surgeon of the
Seventh Minnesotsa regiment was shot dead, and I saw one dead cavalry-
man , Some Indians, also, were killed, Gen. Sibley was better at
driving than killing, and was severely oritiocized for not promptly
attacking the Indians' camp. They would have fought for squaw and
Papoose, but la meet a Iraction of their number
in the open, They were brave against the fesble and defénselase and
gloried in torturing a ocaptive. The Sioux in Minnesota 1id not im~-
prove uy estimate of his charactar,

Just at night on the ¥ th, they made an attack on our men,
¥ho were mowing hay for teams. A skirmish followed, in whioh a few
Indians wer: killed and We lost one man,

As the last were breaking camp on the morning of July 238+th
and our regiment was half a mile advanced, we werse suddenly met by
the whole Sioux nation, naked and mounted, In an incredibly ghort
time they had entirely surrounded us and the camp, making 2 line per-
nape two miles long, Their intention was to s8tampede our mulaes and
cattle, and two hours earlier they would have stood some chances of
8uccess, but the teams were all in harness and the men all in arms.,
Company E was deployed (or spread in an open line) on our right betwseen
teams and foe, moving af 3 run, We opened fire, but at a long range,
They did us no harm and we did them but little, as they were so distant
and on the move constantly. They would Approach on the run, ag if
they would ride over us, then wheel and retire, doing so several t imes,

Our regiment was on ground that overlooked the whole field. It was

dramatio, Our shells annoyed them and killed a few,

- 0 -

Soon they retired in the direction from which they had oome,
and we concentrated train, formed a skirmish line around the whole
and went in pursuit. By counting a section near our company while
all were in fair view, I estimated that there were some 3,500 Indians
around us. We continued the pursult and the second day theresafter,
reached the Missouri River Just below where'Biemarok now stands, only
to see them on the bluffs PPposite, where bullets from our Spring-
fields would not reach them. The river flat was covered for a dis-
tance with thick timber. While skirmishing through it, two of our
mounted men were killed by arrows from an unseen fos. We returned
and camped on the Open prairie, threw up the usual turf defences, and
8lept, or rather tried to sleep, after an exacting day. '

About midnight our camp received a volley from the enemy,
but not from greest numbsrs. Tents were riddled and mules killed,
but no men were injured, We were all under arms from that time on,
We rested two days, buried our dead, and started on the return. Our
oompany lost one man (he died at Fort Abercrombie) and Sergeant C. D,
Tuthill received a severe wound in the leg. Our return was without
ingident, On August 3let we reached Fort Abercrombie on the Red
River of the North, rested there a few days, and then marched south
Py a little east, direot to Fort Ridgley on the upper Minnesota River,
then to Fort Snelling, having marched as offioially reported but
little short of 1,300 miles, Here we were furloughed for eight days =
to be at Winona at the conolusion of that time, where we tock gteamer
and at length foﬁnd ourselves in St. Louis, Mo. When the boys first
learned that they were to go South, they were wild with Joy. It was
for that purpose that most of them enlisted and it was that for whioch
they were craving,

At St. Louis, Co. B wag soon detailed as provost guard, whioch
duty was akin to poligce in O0ivil life, but applied mainly to the
8oldiers, many thousands of whom were stopping there on their veteran
furloughe, Our work had to be done mainly at night. Eaoch sergeant
with his squad of men paraded disengaged streets, visited every saloon,

theater and dance hall, with ordere to arrest all soldiers found
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therein (exoept those in theaters with written permits). This was

to be continued until twelve A.M. and on gertain ocoasions, all night.

Soores were arrested in a single evening, gometimes, and locked up

to be sent next morning to the proper officers with a report of their

offenses. Thelr uniforms were the means of detection. In the day-

time the work was less difficult, but ingpection was daily. One
svening they dispersed a mob which was smwashing the windows and doors
of the medical college, instigated by a report that a deceased perenn

from a hospital was being dissected therein.

The oivil police were powerless, but Company B with fixed

bayonets had no difficulty in driving the intruders, and in protecting

the building.
In January, 1864, Capt. Edgerton having been promoted to a

position as Colonel of a colored regiment, First Lieutenant MolMicken,
and Second Lieutenant Burwell were advanced a grade and I received a

commigsion as Second Lieutenant of my company. The day following I

regeived this order from Gensral Schofield, Commander of the: Department:

Special Order No. 33.

Second Lieutenant Thomas J. Hunt of Company B, Tenth
Minnesota Infantry, is hereby detailed as aide on the staff
°f the major general comsanding department of Missouri. He
v111l be obeyed and respected accordingly.

By order of Gen. Schofield, Col. Green, Adjutant

General.

This wag a surprise to me, but nevertheless a welcome one.
Night work, little sleep, and the constant details required of the
First Sergeant were telling on me. Between our last meal at mid-
night and morning duties at five A.M. wag the only rest to be had,
for details were demanded constsantly, which none but the First Ser-
geant could give, Now my duties were in the office and during the
day, except one day in the week when on detail as Officer of the Day.
These pleasant duties continued until April 23nd, when all officers
and men of the Minnesota regiments exeent Col. Baker weré ordered to

Join their command and take steamer for Columbus, Ky.

Here we drilled as a full regiment for the first time, and
a8 men seldom do drill - an hour, from five to 8ix, each morning at
double quiock. It was found to be too exacting. I was taken with
cnilile and fever, was furloughed for twenty days, and journeyed to

Vermont. Thie was an enjoyment only a soldier could really apprec-

iate; to be with a loved family, even for ten days, was like being

in the third heaven.

When I returned, our regiment had gone from there to Memphis
and from Memphis upon the Tupelo raid into Miesissippi, some two
hundred or more miles; had foughp the battle of Tupelo, and was re-
turning. This was the only march or battle I missed during the war,

The expedition fought Forrest's forces, numbering some
13,000 or more, and prevented their attack on Sherman's railroad
line, while he (Sherman) was pressing on to Atlanta.

Of all generals, A. J. Smith, who commanded, was the man
for such work, He fared just as did his men and inspired them with
a fearlessness that was wonderful and they became known ag A.J.'s
Guerrillas., He found Forrest in his rear and, without comzunidation
or hOpe of reinforocements, kept on and into the enemy's gountry,
tearing up railroades and capturing supplies. When he reached a
chosen spot he stopped, turned and gave battle. Co. B had five men
wounded - two so severely that they did no more duty. I bade them
"Good-bye," hardly expecting tc see them alive again; but at the
National Encampment in 1508 at Minneapolis a stranger approached and
called me by name, I ocould not name him. He said, "Put your hand
on my shoulder." I did so and then knew him to be C. E. Hurlbut,
one of the two I had bidden good-bye in 1864. These facts may mean
little to the reader, but not so to me. Two other similar incidents
ocourred at other timée, where I identified comradeé by wounds,

The old soldiers while in the South saw many amusing sgenes,
a8 well as many pathetic and sad ones. On their marches there fre-
Quently oocurred evente unimportant in themselves, but whioh will

hold a tight graep on the memory.
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' Tenth Minnesota came next, but time was precioue; we knew not how

I will relate few that occurred on what was known as the
" - - many men were in our front, but we must get thers, A reconnoitre

Oxford raid by Gen. A. J. Smith!' th Cor from Memphis, Tenn.

- - v : . meadid - e . on our left showed flood-wood lodged against the piers of a burned
o f M . i with i ordered to stiok to

" WeRh: - —— e R P - . railroad bridge forty rods above. Soon large logs were so floated

Forreet and kesp him from Sutting the rail¥oad in Sherman's rear |
’ T Apen— . a8 to make a foot-bridge aoross the river; the Tenth crossed in

o ‘ fought Forr r d w
U0 RS macé b BTN 34 TN o N TNereh YaEn v eingle file and before sundown these two regiments were in skirmish

now warchi in the me dir d time. dv: ri-
Gafelits a Wh e WeRten » W N N STaENL el line and engaging the foe in the brush and woods on the farther side,
i reach Holly Spring Miss. he d in b tif
004% had :sachel ily Springs, .., SR AN e e hoas -l We kept the line intact the entire night, without rations or coffee,

it ark for th ight. ' rai ehi - & ;
" . e Yar i vas wiNIn & Sev Sules - It may appear simple to relate the faot that we, on this August night,

Togra having been impeded b dr 8. Early in the nigh
a—— - . P v - - ——y S Rt e in central Missiseippi, after a hot day, suffered geverely with the

thunderstorm, the like of which I have never at any other time seen, sold P through with perepiration; a fog en-
. »

came upon us. We had no tents and our rubber blankeéts and shades . ' |
veloped us; we had no covering, no fire and no supper, men stood or

were not respeoted by the wind, which blew e: d the r
p v - o . a gale; an nia dume 8at back to back and in a huddle to warm each other and then shook
in torrents. We were on a smooth, inclined surface, with a like n . SR e - —— . .
| witn ths C0id; but did not sieep. We were the plckets guarding the

¥

al 3a above us. We could not -hold our shades over us or lie down, T T p——

a8 the water was several inches deep, and running in torrents. We The pioneer corps worked all night building a bridge for
tnverted our guns by running the bayonets into the ground, and stood our artillery and comsissary train. At daylight the batteries were
madle ol Lo Many of the boys had only their shirts on and found croseed and put in position with our batteries on the south ghore

1t difficult or impossibls to get into their trousers. Myself and of the Tallahatohie River, having just oroesed that stream on a

two others made a kind of living tripod and with all our strength bridge built during the night while the enemy's guns were playing
161d a sheet of canvaes around us as if our 1ives,d°pended e N on or at the light of a brisk fire twenty-five rods below the bridge
and stood or kneeled upon the garments we did not have on, to keep where our men were at work - they supposing the light was made to
them from being washed away. The lightning was incessant and we work by, while we knew it wae made to draw their fire whose guns

Could see hundreds in undress uniform such as ours. No man esoca .
- o - were on higher ground, and our operations were hidden by a fringe of

the lmprovised bath and I doubt that one slept a wink that night, .
wood on the river bottom.

We waited two days for the water t bgide h
y a © subside and then pushed Their fire kept up at intervals the entire night and over

to the Tallahatohie River, a formidable stream. bout fo )
1 > a am A four o'clock our heads (the Seventh and Tenth Minnesota Infantry) who kept in

P.M. the Seventh Minnesota Infantry reached the ferry, but the ferry- P A —

boat was on the opposite shore. Volunteers were called for to.swim Our batteriss took position on ground beyond the woode
the iVl Tu Mswmay show SRl 75 Wne sAae oF & Dimk 18 mentioned and on the brow of the higher ground and in full view of
WY - TRATS Y0 LAt qyer, ¥hich wae run by a cable at- the enemy's works, a half mile distant; and a brisk cannonading

tached to each bank. The call was answered and the men (brave men began, while the infantry lay just in the rear but not in view of

they were) stripped, and swam the river. Men were farr
pped, SR S¥Re 2 the enemy, with mounted cavalry in line just behind us.

fast as possible, but before all of that regiment had crossed, the The soldier soon learns to sleep even in danger The

enemy, (Forrest's) advanced skirmishers, and firing began, The
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warm early sun invited us to repose after the exhausting night and
previousﬂiay, and many of us fell asleep; but sleep is in cat-naps

on such occasions, and as I opened my eyes a cannon-ball struck the
ground a few feet in front and to my right, and ekipped(as a stone
will on water) or jumped over the infantry line, and struck a

cavalry horse just forward of its rider's knee. The ball's velocity

1ad been so lowered by striking the ground that it ocould be seen

28 plainly as if it had been a hat thrown by hand, The horse was

literally knocked from under its rider and ne found himself unhurt
on the ground where his horse had stood, while the horse lay dead
several feet in the rear.

I couild but laugh at the performance. The cavalry=-man
with a look of surprise pulled the bridle and saddle from his dead
charger, threw them on his shoulder and went to the rear,

Another soldier on the same ground was wounded in his
head, and ocarried to the ambulance,

Twenty years later at a reunion of Minnesota regiments, his
condition was reported to his comrades. He had lived, but was an
invalid imbecile all this while, and for some technical difficulty
he had not besen allowed a pension. His wife's labor had sunported
him. His re‘ihent took the matter in hand, and secured long delayed
paymant of many hundred dollars of pension,

Let us return to the confliet: our a;tillery had used its
rifled pieces with effect, as we soon learned; their cannon werse
silent but were they disabled? A forward movement was now ordereqd,
and our brigade was massed in colwmn. Five double ranks compacted,
faced the enemy's works and started on the smooth, gentle ascent, I
wags not the only one who dreaded the first volley. We had made more
than half the distance and no volley came, but something else did '
come, The brigade was in a small patoh of emall hazel bushee and
had trampled upon a large hornet nest (yellow jackets); the hornets
now got their innings. The horses of the mounted officere were wild

and ceould not be controlled, and men with hat in hand did their best

to protect their faces.

-1,5-'

No volley came and we fought only the "yellow jackets", the
Johnniee being on the retreat, their artillery entirely disabled, and
we followed as far as Oxford, some six miles, where orders reached
Gen. Smith to retur ached ithe Tallahatohie River
on our counter march and camped, but had hardly broken ranks before
our rear was attacked and quite a skirmish followed. I talked with
some of the prisoners and wounded in our hands, and they stoutly de-~
fended their cause, I noted two old men of more than three sooré
years, both with mortal wounds, who expressed their willingness to
saorifice their own lives for their cause'and with a calmness that
was heroio,

That night another rain caused a freshet that carried off
the bridge we had built the previous night, and we spent the next
day in rebuilding it and then leisﬁrely continued our march to Memphis,
after destroying the bridge behind us, We now rested two daye, then
took steamers for Davall's Bluff, Ark., where a march of more than a
thousand miles was commenced, whoee length and severity was only
ecvualed by Sherman's from Atlanta, via Savannah, to Washington. The
one "through Georgia" was a picnic in comparison.

We passed within twenty-five miles of Little Roek, then
nearly to the north line of the state where Prioce's army had been,
Learning that he had gone eastward, we changed in that direetion and
soon struck hie trail, frequently passing hie previous night's camp~-
ing ground before noon. He was heading for.Pilot Knob, Our rations
ran entirely out and sometimes beeves and corn were not found. Sweet
potétoes were at times our only edibles. Corn wés too ripe to roast
and we grated the corn on improviged graters for the succeeding day,
which with beef we killed when we could find it, was our sustenance,

Learning that Price had captured'Pilot Knob, MNo,, ée turned
direotly east, and reached the Mississippi River at Cgpe Gerardo, Mo.
It was a race of infantry after cavalry and a train of plunder, Here

we found a day's rations and were put on steamere for St. Louis. We

arrived there early the next morning before daylight, and anchored in

\

mid-river, At early morn the Colonel detailed Lieut. Flanders, my-

self, and two men to go ashore and draw rations.
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It was a pleasant duty, as we had not tasted food for
twenty-four hours, Just as we arrived at the oommissary near the
landing, a team drove up with a big load of fresh bakers' bread. I
asked the sergeant for a loaf. He gave us a warm one made of corn.
It was quickly broken, and made four a meal fit for the goda'- never
vas bread sweeter. Our requisition was quickly filled and the
regiment supplied,

Wie were directed to go ashore for clothes and shoes, and
need enough there was for them. One of my boot soles was entirely
gone., Many were barefoot, I had given a semgeant my last pair of
800ks the day before, and numbers had only cotton drawers to cover
their limbe, others were coatless and all the clothing left on the
men carried numerous greybacks. The command started next morning
With Quite a fieet of small steamers for Jefferson City to protect
it from Price, whither he was marching.

Our steamer was too heavily loaded for the Missouri River
bars, and we made slow progress. It was once snagged and sunk, but
ln water too shallow to cover the deck. Damage was repaired and
finally we were landed on the south shore and took up our march
westward again in the wake of Price.’

I had been ordered to take command of Co. A, all of its
officers being sick and absent. We were hurried forward over ob-
structed roads. All bridges‘and culverts were destroyed by the
enemy and numerous trees felled across the roads, 8o our train ocould
not keep up with the army and we were forced to live on the country.
Beeves were taken for food and receipts given for same to be paid for
upon proof of loyalty. The first night we marched ‘until after mid-
night, less than two hundred were in line when bivouacked, Ve
pressed on so close to the enemy that we exchanged shots with their
rear guard and were at times on the double quick,

One night my oompany (A) was ordercd on picket in the woods.
The train was way behind and we had no rations. I had tea in my

pocket, ‘a small piece of bacon and one pieceé of hard bread, which had

besn given me by those who needed it themselves, We were to cover a

- gW'-

part of our line as guards. We had marched thirty miles that day,
and were much exhausted, but guards must be had. Tea, a slice of

raw bacon and half the piece of bread was my supper, with a like

amgunt for brealifeast ths Tning, V0 be foliowed Ly anoiher
day's march of equal severity. To add to our misery, our new

gshoes proved to have been filled with small pieces of wood between

the soles, and it was like walking on large pebbles. Blood blisters
were on the bottoms of myfeet as well as on many another one's. We
had no train or rations yet and no rest, except for two hours at
sundown, to make coffee by such as had a reserve, and to cook fresh
beef as soon as killed.

Volunteers were now called for to march that night with the
purpose of striking the enemy unawares. Sixteen of Co. A and the
same number of Co. B whose commander, Lieut. Burwell, was played out,
were consolidated for the night and put under my command. And now
came the supreme test Qf endurance. Not a man of these two companies
would go unlees I would go with them. It was a test of devotion
with me and of their oconfidenoe. At nine o'clock upon a cold
October night, we took the trail. The want of sleep scon overcame
me; and I fell, to awake, and to sleep and fall again. This was
many times repeated and by many men, My duties as picket officer re-

Quired me to keep awake the previous night; but I had spent that

night as this, in sleeping and falling, only to arise and repeat the

process. Many may think th2t a soldier's thirst, hunger, fatigue

and wounde are severe in the order named, but for me the want of
sleep on these nights was far more torturing than any or all of these.
We had passed Jefferson City, Lexicon and Independence going towards
Kansas City when this oococurred. We made a halt about midnight, In
a minute a splendid crooked rail fence for the full length of the
command was on fire and the soldiers were stretched on the ground,
How long they halted I cannot tell,” but the bugle awakened me so much
refreshed that I was well nigh myself again. We pressed on. Just
before dawn, firing was heard in our front. We were double-quicked

a8 much as men could endure, but the foe was moving a8 fast as we.
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Soon we passed those of the enemy who had fallen dead. They carried
the wounded along or left them at the houses by the way.

This contimued until near nvon when we forded the river
(bridge destroyed) and expected scon to be in the firing line of the
battle which we were nearing. I oounted my men and found that one-
1al{ had fallen from fatigﬁa, and that only sixteen remained of the
two largest oompanies in the regiment, the aggregate number of whigh

previously was 183,
Here Gen. Blunt had disputed Price's advance to Kansas City

and we were in their rear. Price's army was all mounted and he had
an immeénse train laden with everything his army needed, taken from
the country he had passed through for the last four hundred miles.

seing a foe in front and in rear, he turned south. Out infantry

ould not A im, and
limited cavalry, knowing that Price must turn south, had taken a
iirectbn southwest and in the early morning of the next day surprised
im, attacking his flank and capturing many men and all his train.
Here, really, our forced marching ended, but we did march
1or three more days southward to Harrisonville, Mo., where we
rested thr .¢ days and began our long tramp for St. Louis.
I find measuring by the scale, the way the bird flies, that
8 rohed, from September 10th to November 6th in the states of
Arkansas 1 Missouri, without tents and pursuing cavalry and living
corn and beef much of the time, more than 1,000 miles, We had
marched before and lived éQually hard, but it was not soc protracted.
On a previous raid at Oxford, Miss., Capt. Severance, Liaut,
Flanders, and mygelf carried 3z pumpkin fifteen miles, the captain
naking a sling for it with his sward belt. The pumpkin made supper
and breakfast for four of us, and it was relished more, even without
8alt, than eating pumpkin raw, which was sometimes ths case. Once
wWe passed through woode where half-ripe pawpaws were ibundant, and
A 8icker army than ours was never s:en. It cured us of eating

half-ripe pawpaws. When fully ripe, they were like bananas, whole~

soma and good. Sweet potatoes were at times our only food and filled

our haversacks when nothing else could be had.

Arriving at St. Louis, we rested as only tired, worn men
can; were fed, clothed, and paid for four months.

When near Jefferson City, we forded the Osage River,
31rvy rods wide (enow having covered the ground in the morning)
during a severe rain, lest it should rise 8o we could not cross at

sll. With the wet and cold, our sufferings were intense, as we
could not start fires with greéen wood which was all that could be
gotten. On Nov. 3rd we faced a northeast snowstorm, the whole day,
Minneeota never had so severs a'one 30 early. At first it melted
freely, then freezing, it lay more than four inches deep before
night, when it ceased snowing but froze hard. We spent night in

open fields with little fuel and no shelter from wind. I got some

sat or lay on their rubber blankets, but were obliged tc get up and
etir briskly and keep our little fires going, taking turns in warming
one eide at a time, as our scanty fires wers made against stumps while
wood was out from other stumps to feed them. Axes were toc few but
were in constant use. Three houses near by sheltered a few sicgk,
probably eaving a few livea. I thought many would die that terrible
night; but I believe none did. The next day, the snow melted zand the
second day, it nearly disappéared. Mud took its place, and we moved
on. In a few days we reached St. Louis, a muddy, ragged worn army.

I recall how differently we were received by different
parsons. As we rested a few minutes in ths street of St. Louis, a
young man began to deride and make fun of us and our condition, when
an old, gray-haired citizen turned upon him and grenm eloquent in his
rebuke, saying,"You bandbox dude, who never done as much for your
country as to count the miles they have traveled, you laugh at them;
they should put you on the ground for a cushion and sit on you; it
Would do you good to come in contact with the so0il whose defenders
ydu scorn.” Men and women onlookers cheered the old man and so dig we,

Here we rested and cleaned, In a day or two I was detailed

with Company A to o aboard a small cteamer, anchored in the middle of

the Mississippi River, which was loaded heavily with ammunition, A
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fleet of small steamers was soon as:embled and Gen. Smith's 16th gorps
was put aboard and started for Nashville, Tenn. This was a voyage
of severil days, as we tied up at night. When we had gotten into

the Cumberland River a small monitor was sent ahead to clear away any
bat teries that might be found. A larger steamer than ours was tied
to our side, loaded in part with bailed hay. We believed this some
protection from shots fired at us from the shore by eharp-shooters.

Our duties were nct hard or unpleasaﬁt except for the thought of danger,

We passed Fort Donaldson and arrived in Nashville late on

Nov. 3¢th, while the battle of Franklin was being fought. I was
8till in command of Company A but one of the officers of said company
(Lieut. Stowers) was here, so I asked to be relieved of my command;
"hich request was granted and I resumed my place in Co. B. Our
regiment was sent two or more miles south of the city and entrenched,
vaiting for Hood, the Confederate coumander, who had driven Gen.
Schofield from the South, 1 saw the long train of ambulances bringing
the wounded from Franklin. Mc¢n were placed three abreast, tier above
tier, and eoc rode all night. They were a sorry sight.

e did not have to wait long until Hodd appeared in our
front and there intrenched within view of ue. Here we waited
fifteen days. Wood got scarce and daily we lost men who were col-
leoting fuel between the lines. Zven shade trees and buildings werae
consumed.,

The North was fearful, but not so was Thomas's army; if
you wanted to find courage you could always do so in the front rank,
Thomas A5 ordered by the war department to attack Hood at once; but
ielayed, to get horgses; was ordered again, but a frozen rain had made
the country a sheet of ice and it was very oold. Men dug into the
hillsides for shelter, and horses could not move. Thomas still de-
layed. He was threatened, but would not saorifice hies men., He stood
8till to eonquer. He now had 40,000 men to meet arn equal number.
"Pap" Thomas, the men called him. He had spared them; he had earned
their oonfidence and they his, ae weli. Hood was better posted and

as well protected as was Lee's army in the wildernese and the fight-

ing was equally severe,

On‘pao. 15th, the weather having moderated, Thomas made hise
plans known to his corps commanders and advanced his forces to the
contest. The men had been ordered the night previous tolhave three
days' cooked rations in haversack, 8ixty rounds of ammunition,
caliber 56, on their persons; and to be called without bugle at four
A.M. The Confederate line was nine miles long, with more than one
hundred cannon so placed in redoubts as’to rake every foot, and each
flank was protected by the Cumberland River, which makes a great
bow to the north. Our left made a feint for more than an hour to
attract their forces in that direction, then our right, on whose ex-
treme our brigade was placed, was ordered_to turn their left. A
dismounted cavalry regiment increased our brigade six hundred men.,

We approached their first battery and, charging, drove it fror the
fiela, Then enveloping their exposed flank, we cleared their line
for two or three miles, really fighting two battles alone, as the
séecond brigade - isolated, out of sight and hearing of other troops.
We soon were in front of the enemy behind a good breastwork with a
four-gun battery. We were ordered to lie down while our brigade bat#
tery of six pieces played upon their works. Within rifle range, all-
our shots hit their works, while theirs from smooth-bores went wild,
until one of their guns was turned upon ue (lying prostrate) with a
grape and canister charge. Their aim was good; our line was torn, men
were mangled and dirt flew, Quick a2s thought an ioeberg was against
my back, I wanted to go, and go anywhere, only go.

Just then the brigade commander was felled by a cannon ball
and the command then devolved upon the ranking colonel, who had seen
all, and who immediately shouted, "Boys, let's take that battery."
Our ocolonel also commanded, "Forward." Up we were and on the run
double quick was too slow, The ground before us had a few trees,
many stumps, large stones, and briars. The line was broken by these
obstfuctions, but no man stopped. I once stumbled over a man who
had been shot and had fallen just before me, but regained my feet and
the line. Then I noticed our adjutant, Lieut. Cavanaugh, whe was

mounted, ride through our broken line and in advance of it, over the
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breastwork (it had been lowered by our shot) close to a oannon and
with his revolver at the gunner's head, induce him to leave his
rammer in the gun and hold up his hands, A few minutes later thie
guii was vummed (0 the rear, the rammer removed and the gun discharged
at the fleeinyg foe. Many years after, I asked the lieutenant why he
was 80 rash as to ride over the work alone. "I was not alone," he

answered., "Col, had hold of the stirrup strap on the nigh side

of my horse; as you were on the opproglite side you could not see him,
I wae not alone, you seae," That act of the brave lieutenant I did
not see excelled during the war,

e cleared the works, captured four cannon and many prisoners,
but before they could be taken to the rear we were fired into from a
redoubt on a conical hill in a wood farther down the line, A new
line of battle was formed and whecled o face the fee, and without
waiting for our battery to get in position marched to the sound of the
3nemy's guns, As we were ascending the steep hillside, I noticed she
brigade co ander had gotten in advance of our line and to gc preeipi-
tous a place that his horse could not ascend. He dismounted, and
leavir 118 norse, ascended with his men on foot. When near their
vorks, Lieut, Burwell, commanding Co, B, slipped and fell, and called
o me to take comwand of the Sompany. I sprang to the left flank
3G got in the front line just as the gun in front of Co. K to my left
vas discharged. It enveloped them in fire and smoke. I could see no
men and believed Co. K wiped out, but did see our flag beyond and abovse
the smoke. I gave the order, "Close to the colors." We obliqued
0 close the gap, whioh brought me to the mouth of the gun as it was
being drawn from the embrasure. I followed it with cocked revolver in
my right hand and had to pass in sideways, thus turning my bagk on my
OWn oompany, and saw not one until all was over; but I did see a1 Con-
federate with his gun swab not three feet away, another by his side
with a cannon cartridge in his hands, a third wag at the carriage
sheel, rolling the gun back for another load, but my revolver per-
sﬁaded all of them to hold up their hands. I always thought I did my

share toward oapturing that gun if I did not fire a shot,

I could 8ee our line to my left and their strife over the breastworks,
which oﬁr men would have mounted but for a deep ditoh in front. Here
we stood and fired, while our flanks, stretching beyond the redoubt,
doubled around it and found little in'theii way in the rear and soon
ended the fight. The exultation of our men wags now unbounded. The
wounded were cared for and we resumed our effort to close upon the
second brigade. Soon we found it facing another battery in artillery '
practice and apparently waiting for us; but seeing our approach, they
started ahead of us and carried the works, much as we had done, and I
have desaribed, capturing five guns and many mem. Night was now

upon us; we bivouacked on the ground from which the foe had been driven,
with their dead and wounded among us. The latter we cared for as

best we could. They were given , and w8rse
covered with our blankets.

The firet day's fight was over. The colonel called to-
gether his officers, numbering twenty-two, one of whom had been
8lightly wounded, and complimented each for his part, saying, "Don't
neglact your duty by trying to sse the whole field, for you will know
nothing of this battle until you read of it in tne northern newspapers."
Before the next sunset, one-half of those twventy-two officers were
either killed or wounded.

During that night I awoke 3t intervale and heard the groans
of Confederate wounded and the picke and axes of those who wers con-
structing defences we knew we must face the next day.

Hood's army had been contracted during the night and lay
across two pikes and the only railroad then running south from Naghvilla,
One of his flanke was protected by the river, the other by a precipitous
bluff too steep for ascent, from the west, the north and of which
formed a right angle and to its right extended a high stone wqil to one
pike nearly a half mile distant. On the north end of this hill were
massed sixteen pieces of artillery and.behind its works and the séohe

wall were four lines of men. Those guns gould be used to front or

right and sweep for a mile any approaching column, I% was the key of

the eituation.
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On the morning of the second day we appraoched the. enemy's
new line with Co. B in front as skirmishers covering the regiment. We
drove their skirmish line through a corn field fronting the stone
wall mentioned. Being in advance, we received our orders by the
bugle which indicated a continued advance; balls were flying thiock
and the men hesitated. I went in front of the company with hat
raised on my sword and said, "Come on, boys," and every man came.

When their skirmishers had got back over the wall, up roee a rank of
men; their guns told us to lie-down. We obeyed and were favored by
a depression in the ground, lying as low as we could., .Their volley
was repeated by rank after rank, and we were literally concealed by
8talks and leaves, which were mowed down by bullets.

When they ceased firing by rank and only voluntary firing
7as done, our work began. Each gun was directed just above that
"all and when a head appeared more than one ball went in that direction
and so it was until our sixty rounds grew low, Two of our boys were
ordered to the rear for a supply and ran the gauntlet unharmed,

Something struck me on the right Jaw, which I thought was a
cannon ball or a shell, and I supposed that my entire jaw was gone,
out putting my nand to my face, I found I was mistaken. Thaf I was
pleased goes without saying. | Putting my fingers in my mouth, I found
a tooth from my upper jaw on my tongue and judging from the hole in my
cheek I concluded th~t the bullet had gone out my mouth, which also
greatly pleased me. The wound -bled freely and I needed a surgeon.
engouraged a soldier near me, who complained of a wound in his foot,
VO Crawl to the rear with me. He found his wound so slight that he
returned, and before night received a mortal wound. I found the field
surgeon in the rear and many a wounded man around him, waiting his
turn, I eat down to await my turn, but soon grew faia% and fell over,
All pain was now gone. I heard the surgeon say, "Give that man some
7hiskey," and someone raised my head, put a cup to my lips and urged,
"Drink," I took two swallows and soon I oouli see, then arose and

1id not lie down until late that night in the hospital, The surgeon

put into the wound what I now know was powdered oopperas, which
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measurably stopped the hemorrhage. Then I went with others from our
line to a large house farther back, where many surgeons were dressing

wounds and amputating limbs, The first surgeon I met shook

and directed me tc cur regimental surgsecn.
directed me to an operating table saying, "Get on there." At thies I
shook my head and pointed to my cheek. He put his fingers in the hole
and said that he felt a ball, which I did not believe at first, but

he was right, for he took two teeth and fragmentspof my jaw from under
my tongue, which had been driven there by the ball, A lotion and
bandages were applied and I was turned loose. I drank some milk and
went around to see the wounded, one of whom had died since coming with
me from the field. We were soon conveyed to-a hospital in Nashville,
Another lieutenant of our regiment who was wounded in the right arm
was with me, He agreed to talk for me and I to write for him. We
were put into one room and during the night I awoke, to find him
walking the floor, ‘Seeing me awake he turned and said, "Hunt, as

badly as my wound aches, I would not have it well and be again where

I was when I received it, for 85,000, I have sometimes thought that

bullet saved my life if it did come near taking it, for it gave me

two months to recruit."

Soon after I left the field our skirmish line was retired
and joined the regiment. The brigade then formed for an assault oﬁ
the hill mentioned and the defences thereon. There were three regi-
mente in the front line, the Tenth being one, and the boys then present
will tell you that their colonel, S. P. Jennison, orawled along the
line while all were lying on the ground and told his men that they
were to carry that stronghold, and if any man in the regiment got
ineide before he did (unless he was disabled) he should have his sword
and ride his horse. When all was ready the order came in these
worde, "Turn the boys loose," and with fixed bayonets and guns at trail
they began the ascent. Two batteries in the rear were sending shot
and shell at the works over their heads; up they orept and when the

artillery ceased to fire lest they shoot our men, two ranks behind the
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works rose and fired, but those who did not fall were now in front

of the breastworks with loaded guns and as well protected by it as

the enemy. Now our time had come and our volley told with terrible
effect. n e - ‘éar ranks who
gould not use their guns were the first to run. Our boys were well
drilled with the bayonet and gun breech and well did they use their
ekill, Though facing more than two to their one, they routed the
enemy and turned the sixteen cannon upon the fleeing, and upon the
ranks, behind the stone wall we had so long faced, Gen. Thomas told
Col. Jennison, it was the best feat of arms he had ever seen. The
koy of the situation was taken, their rout was corplete; the battle

of Nashville was won. We had won, but at what cost - our colonel lay
nsensible just before the worke with cocked revolver clutched in hand,
oné chamber had been emptied; our major (Cook) and ranking captain
(White) were lying; one-half of the officers all down the line were
wounded and the regiment was in command of Capt. Severance, the ninth
captain in rank. Company B had eight dAisabled, others slightly
ounded; the regiment lost one-fourth its number, Our color sergeant's

coat showed seventeen ball holes, his left hand held the colors while

118 right snatched g gun whose bayonet was thrust at his breast, pulled .

1t from the hand of his opponent and with fist felled his foe and with
foot put another out of com ission,

The enemy's loss on this hill was over 2,000 men and sixteen
canncn; and in the campaign in killed and brieoners - over 13,000 men
and 64 cannon. Thomas Prentice, a noble boy who had crawled from the
firing line with me but had returned, was mortally wounded.,

I afterward had the plceasure of waiving promotion and securing
Color Sergeant Keating a First Lieutenant commission. The officers
of the regiment gave him a sword, sash, belt, and uniform,

I stayed in the hospital a week, then journeyed to Louisville,
Ky., where I spent two weeks in a like institution. From there I |
"ént to a brother in Olney, I1ll. My wound healed in my cheel but not
80 in my mouth, I learned to talk 8lowly and hated to hear my own

voice, and think othere did also, The last fragment of bone was
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taken from my mouth the following August, after which it fully healed.,

I am in a measure tongue-tied so I can make some sounds with diffi-

culty and others not at all, and stammer and fall with the first words

Ways soom Lire when so doing.

Our army pressed Hood's in retreat to the Tennessee River
and halted, The river froze, retarding supplies sosthe soldisrs
were forged to live a time on corn issued in the ear. In February
they took steamer for New Orleans. I learned of this and followed
and found them camped on General Jackson's old battle ground, juat
below the oity. Here Jackson in December, 1814, a little after the
treaty of peace had been signed (but was not known) fought the British
with such eignal success. No ground could be selected easier of de-
fense. It is really a lemel plain, not over a third of a mile wide,
On the west flows the river nearly three miles wide. On the daat is’
an overflowed swamp of dense woods. The foe must appréach over this
Plain, while Jackson's men were protected by a strong breastwork, from
behind which their artillery could pour raking vollies into the on-
coming columns, A gunboat on the river was also of great assistance,
We could plainly see the value of the cotton bales Jackson used on
the lower eastern flank of his line, for the ground there is so soft
and wet that it could not be spaded, and cotton bales made good pro-
tection.,

New Orleans ies one hundred and fifty miles from the Gu;f.
It 18 on ground a little above the river, so it will drain into it or
into the swamp in the rear. General Butler had cleaned the city to
perfection. One street (canal) especially took my fancy. It aas,
I should judge, ten or twelve rods wide, with street ocars in the center,
with a walk on either side of the track and large shade trees. This
boulevard éxtended from the river to Lake Pontchartrain, four miles
distant, On the right bank of the river was Algiers, with large
sugar mills and extensive cane fielde beyond as far as the eys could
reach. In March we took ocean steamers for the gulf, The land grew
lower as we descended the river. Little but orange trees was culti-

vated and half of the soil was thrown upon the other half to be above
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high water mark, with rows of orange trees thereon. Finally only
canebrake and rushes grew and for scores of miles these only were
vigsible above the water. We passed between Fort St. Phillip and

Fort Jackson. These had been taken by Farrigut and his fleet from
below, We found at the southeast pass a few residences for pilots
built on piles or timbers sunk in the water and a pilot tower from
"hioch a loockout with glasses was kept. We took a pilot aboard, but
Just before the bar was reached, fog came and we anchored for twenty-
four hours, our anchor being fastened upon a large oak tree that was
sunk in the river. It took hours to raise anchor and get rid of the
tree. Once over the bar, we were in the gulf, ‘ At night the pilot
found his compass crazy and looking for a cause, found a stack of guns
inder the pilot house, which had attracted the needle, We were out
of our course two days and a night in reaching Dauphin Island where Je
landed opposite Fort Morgan at the south point of Mobile Bay, soon to
participate in the last campalgn of the war, Here for three waeks we
recruited on oysters gathered by the boys at low tide,

Fen at this day except the old soldier can tell where or when
the last severe fighting of the Civil War took plaoce. How many know
that five of Minnesota's eleven infantry regiments participxtéd therein
and that with the exception. of the sieges of Vicksburg, Petersburg, and
Richmond, that against the fortifications guarding Mobile was the most
severe, There is a valid reason for this. The public mind was most

intent upon Grant's efforts against Lee, believing and rightly that

the fall of Richmond and the surrender of Lee would be the determining

events of the long, sanguinary ocohflict,

it the very time Grant waes pressing Lee in Virginia, General
Camby was investing the defenses guarding Mobile situated upon the bai
of that name and at the delta of the Tombigbee. For fifteen days
General Camby's army delved and dug, and hour by hour approached those
strongholds, and carried the last by assault on the afternoon of the
Sunday and some hours after Lee's surrender, of which event we were

not informed until more than s wesk later,
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A full description of this siege would be too long for our
purpose, but a few pointe of interest may be mentioned, A part of
our forces marched from Pensacola, Florida, and the rest from Fish

— 5N 2 i
River, a small strear emptying inic the ay : Mexico,

thus investing the forte from the east., Upon our firset approach and
before we were covered by our entrenchments at a distance of eighty
rods, we suffered considerable loss. During the first night we so
intrenched that our casualties diminished, Our line encircling
Spanish fort was three miles long and extended‘from bay to bay, en-
c6losing the enemy's works, which contained the biggest guns then made,
I observed one marked seventeen and one-half tons. They were mounted,
80 I judged, twenty feet above the bottom of the trenoh in front,

from which the dirt was taken for their construction. There was water
in this trench where it was level and covered ways at eaoh angle of the
trench, from which a raking fire could be poured upon the flank of an
ass iling column while crossing the trench. The ground near the fort
was studded with torpedoes; and obstructions made by two rows of gtakes
sharpened at the top and standing too close together to allow a man to
pass between them, added to the difficult: spproaching, The walls
of the fort were gome six feet across at t. Jp and twenty or more
feet at the base with a shelf or walk some six feet wide against the
fort wall, of proper height for their men to shoot over the top of the
wall and under a headlog which was bolted to strong posts firmly set

in the earth walls,

The ground inside the.fort was some four feet below the shelf
or walk mentioned, and under this shelf and lower than % he ground level
of the fort were dugoute or rooms of sufficient numbers and size to hold
all the men and ammunition for the gannon, These resorts were bomb
proof, Balls could not dislodge them; they must be dug out,

The investment we have mentioned was proseocuted with vigor,
The firet night a trench parallel with the fort was dug, and eighty

rods distant therefrom and some three miles in length, the dirt being

thrown over & pine logs; embrasures (or notches) in our walls were
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made for the cannons' muzzles. Our artillery was as yet only field
pieces, mainly l1l3-pounders, and a few small steel rifled pieces.
Spanish fort was situated on the only bluff on the shores of Mobile
Bay. At its base was a narrow channel along the shore whioh afforded
a sale channel from the mouth of the Tombigbee River and to the city
of Mobile. South of this fort and between it and the Gulf of Mexico
this channel was strewn with torpedoes so our gunboats could appr@ach
only as far as the bay had been dragged and scraped to clear it of
them. A monitor was doing this work by slowly pushing before it a
raft or float which had something resembling long rake teeth attached
thereto, dragging the bottom of the bay and exploding or lifting the
obastructions it encountered. . It was slow and dangerous business,
The monitor preceded the small steamer on which our regiment was when
we entered Fish River, mentioned formerly, as we were the first to
advance to the contest. It was m& lot to see this monitor when she
exploded a large torpedo under her stern as she was at work and was
backing to make a turn. The explosion raised the iron craft some
feet and drove the water from beneath her. The noise was heard for
miles and the cloud of watar rose high in the air. The monitor was
not broken to pieces, but she was lifted several feet and fell with
such force upon the uncovered sand that it all but flattened her and
put her entirely out of gommission. Had she prosecuted her work a
few days longer she would have gleared a channel so the heavy gunboats
could have approached and aided us, but now the land forces glone had
tr.e field.

Time proved that our guns ocould make no marked iwpression
upon the enemy's works wile their heavy shot would pass through many
feet of our sandy walls and striking the concealed pine logs would
toss them about as if they had been so many cobs, We lay in our
trenchee all that day and at night strsngthened our works by deepening
the trenches and increasing the thickness of the wall to twenty-five
or more feet and covering a sufficient portion of our trench with
loge to protect us from exploding shells above us, which came almost

constantly. We then discovered that we had a dirt wall sufficiently
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thiok to resist the heavy shot. Then heavier rifled guns were brought

and mounted on our line, which made considerable havoc in their de-

fences and dismounted some of their guns, but the shot would pass

through their head logs, leaving only a hole and at a legs digtance
than a half mile would not break or smash a head log. It was evident
that the pick and shov:l must do more work,

Nature favored us with a dark rainy night and half of our
line was put at work on trenches running parallel with each other
not direoctly toward the fort, but at an angle of forty-five degrees
to tpe right, The ground was light and the work was done so quietly
that our regiment had not, when our relief came at midnight, alarmed
the enemy or been discovered; but jJust at that hour the foe discovered
the effort and opened fire, which became general along the whole line,
Our regiment did not fire a gun, but lay low in the shallow trench
they had made,

Both combatants always had at night a line of pickets before
their respective works to guard against\a surprise, A Vermont regi-
ment (the only eastern r sviment there) had advanced too far and
alarmed their pickets, with the result that for an hour a b:ttle raged
on that part of the line in extreme darkness except for the lig..t of
exploding powder. We were told afterwards by prisoners that the
énemy was greatly surprised at uHaylight to see what we had accomplished
and that they began to fear the result. Now a new tack was begun
from the end of our new trench. The digging was continued, but at
a right angle to that already made. It tacked like a ship beating
againat the wind, A bundle of small poles eight or ten feet long and
three feet thick was rolled before the extreme end of our trench to
protect the heads of the men at work, énd we dug day and night. The
trench was then so nigh the enemy's worke that their big guns could
not be sufficiently depressed to strike the ground where we were at
work, We now began to use "hoods" made of poles and plank, which
were placed on the surface of the ground, she small euis rointing
toward the muzzlies of their big guns, or Just under their headlogs.

These hoode were four or more feet long and completely covered with
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dirt, which was all thrown towards the fors. Through the hoods our

men ran their guns and were protected while aiming. Thue we dug day
and night, changing direction every few rode, but gradually drawing
nearer the foe until but four rods separated us. Our trench was
about eix feet wide and would hold two or more regiments.

Gen. Camby had determined to make an attack on the enemy on
Saturday, April 8, 1865, - first by bombardment and then by assault. I
had obtained permission to go to the rear for a change of clothes and
a wash, having been fourteen days and nights in the trenches without
opportunity to do either. Our cooking was done in a gulch far in
the rear to which we had dug a ditech to give us some protection in
going to the rear. When I returned, our regiment was in line. The
oolonel aaid to me, "Hurry on with your side arms; we are going into
tne fort." The cannonading had begun and every piscs of artilisxy
on both sides was talking, We were massed at the extremity of our
8ap and every hood had its sharpshooter aiming and firing where it
would be most effective, The enemy had bags of sand suspended from
2 pole while a man at each end of the pole lifted the bag to fill
the notch in the wall through which they discharged their cannon,
This protected their men while loading, but not while ' aiming. Prob-
ably fifty of our sharpshooters were direoting their fire at each of
the bags or guns when the bags were lowered. No man could escape
deadly miseives; they could not aim their cannon; fhey shot wild, We
feared only their small shells thrown by hand but their fuse was not
very good., We were in at the death. Qur blood was up;. no man thought
of the rear; we felt like finishing the work there and then,

The fire from their big guns wag over our heade and nearly
singed our hair and made our cheeks smart. It was an inferno - smoke
half ochoked us and the concussion hurt our faces, Our voioces were lost
in the roar and din. After two hours of this, their fire slackened
and against our imrediate front, ceased. Then we received the order
t0 go in. We mounted the walls and were in the fort in short order,
to find their guns spiked; they had taken refuge on transports lying

under the bluff or were conoealed in their dugouts, Our shells had

I
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oconverted the ground into a striking resemblance to a hog yard that
had been rooted over and over. We had avoided the torpedoes by having

gotten our trench nigher the fort than they were. Spanish Fort¢ with

than half the size, was to fare the same the next day,
Our work was not quite done: Fort Blakely lay nigher the

oity, made by intrenching one side of a triangle of which the bay

formed another side and the Tombigbee River the third side. Its work

and armament were complete; it could be approached only in front and

over level ground., Our army was animated by success and impatient of

delay. Our corps, Gen. A. J. Smith'e, was, on this Sunday morning,

April Sth, éarohed to assist the investore of Blakely and we were
hardly in sight ofits ramparts whsn the troops who had been doing as we

had done, were seen moving in assault, They had to encunter many ob-

structions, such as wires stretched from stump to stump, treetops whose
eharpened limbé they faced and a terrible fire from a concealed foe.
Our gune had silenoed many of theirs, but their emall arms were used

with terrible effect. I afterwards examined their paths and those who

ésoaped must have done so under cover of the smoke from burning leaves.
They did escape; they mounted the breastworks and hand to hand they
fought as only men can fight when aroused in mortal confliot, when to

e@ach it is victory or death. I know some will read these lines who

will thrill with emotion as it awakens memories of like scenes,

The day was won, Our flag was over Blakely. The last

severe oonilict of more than two thousand battles had gone into history,

I have not told of our casualties. They were as constant as the hours

that made those fifteen days; and exploding shelle overhead ceased not =

day or night, The official returns gave the number of killed and

wounded at 1,500, about one in ten of those under fire. The memory
of comrades I saw bleeding and dying in those works haunts and hurts me
still,

Some of our boys just before the end came, and as they lay

fatigued under cover in our trenchas, despaired of ever seaing Minnesota
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again; but I assured them I did not feel so, but expeoted to raise wheat
again in Minneseta and té tell my grandohildren all about this confliot,

April 13, 1865, we commenced the march to Montgomery, Ala.,
300 miles distant. Heat became so intense that we threw away our
woolen blankets and overcoats.

On April 31lst we had a "norther.” It rained all day but we
had no shelter and keptoon the march, wading all streams. It was very
cold., At sundown it cleared, and ice was found in the dishes the next
morning. .

When near Granville, Ala., a troop was sent to us to oonvey
the news of Lee's surrender; well did it stir us. The columns halted;
men shouted till they could shout no more, danced and tumbled with joy,
sang, "We are going home," and everything else., Just then a warm April
thunder shower began. "The artillery of heaven answaered back
shouts of men,"

On April 30th we heard of Lincodn's agsassination. It
ell that the warwas.over; sorrow, gloom or vengeance was seen on
every face, Just at that time it would have been hard to respeact
the uplifted hands of the conquered,

We reached Montgomery and had nothing to do but parade and
live on corn until steamsrs ocame up the Alabama River. Soon wa were
ordered westward, passing through Selma, Ala., and Jackeon, Miss.;

"8re camped a few weeks at Meriden, Miss.; then marched to Vicksburg
and took steamer north, stopping at Memphis and St. Louis on our way to
St. Paul where we were banquetted in the capitol,

While on the steamers (nine days) an epidemic of oongestive
Cchills and fever attacked us, About half of the regiment was pros-
trated when we reached Ft. Snelling, and many died. August 18th, fifty=-
five men were left to be mustered out of Company B of the 138th who
gerved therein, I hastened to my home, then to Vermont where my wife
and daughters wers.

Now at the age of nearly seventy=nine years, with a rstro-
epective view of all that has passed, I can truthfully say that I have

never seen the hour that I regretted entering the service of my beloved

country, and as I see its greatness and its glory, I am thankful that
God allowed me to take a humble part in its salvation, '

FROM AN OLD SOLDIER

One case of the mortally ﬁounded of Co.B which appealed
to me most affeotingly. waa that of Thoma ?ri 7as a young
man and a neighbor, He had opened a .prairie farm, built a modest
héuse, and was about to be married to a young lady residing near by,
but the call of country and her great need appealed to his patrictic
sense of duty, He saorificed his financial interests, bid his
affianced good-bye, and shared all the marches and battles of Co, B,
Tenth Minnesota. It was he whom I mentioned as orawling off the field
With me, having a slight wound from which he died in the hospital at
Fort Snelling a day or two after nhe wae discharged. His wound had
healed, but again broke out. It wae my part to take his pay and his
last words to her whom he longed to meet. She had been‘informed of
his condition and hastened to be at hig bedside, riding on horsseback
nearly a hundred miles, only %o see his newly m~de grave,

I always felt when I passed his house like raising my hat
in mute recognition of one so noble; even in the hour of death his

calmness, faith and courage were sxpressed in words of peace and

submission,

I must mention one other case most pathetiao, First sergeant

Keating of Co.,H, while before Spanish Fort, was struck by a fragment of
shell, his arm broken and mangled and his ribes laid bare. As he was
carried from the field he oried, "Stop and let me sce my company." His
bearers did so, when he raised his remaining hand in salute to his
comrades and in a plaintive tone said, "Good-bye, boys." I frequently
eee (in mind) hie pale, calm face and hear again his last good-bye,

Again have I watched a etanding line exposed to an ungeen foe
and heard . the fatal ball's whiz, deadened while it passed thfough its
victim, to take again the same sound it hagd dropped for but an instant,
While actively moving or firing, the ecldier suffers little from fear,
and this is one reason why a moving line is more terrible than a

standing one. This was conepioudusly demonstrated by the First

Minnesota at Gettysburg and by our brigade at Nashville,
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BY AN OLD SOLDIER

A description of some parts of the country over which our
armies passed may be of interest to readers of today.

Lel us view the lower iMississippi River. After recovering
from a wound received at the battle of Nashville I took steamer at
Cairo, Ill., for New Orleans, where our regiment had preoceded me. The
observer will be impressed with the fact that the waters of the
Mississippi anq Ohio Rivers do not immediately mingle; that for many
miles after their junction a variegated and cloud-like appearance con®™
tinues, resembling a clear sky with mud-colored and broken clouds -
floating therein, as if the muddy Mississivpi and clear Ohio mingled
with reluctance, The land format ions on both banks are low and level
with few exceptions for eight hundred miles; even Memphis is but mode=
rately elevated above high water mark, Fort Pillow was on moderate
bluffs, as was Vicksburg also. No rock formations are seen. No
growing villages, such as are passed by the traveler on railroads,
are there, Thers is a dreary sameness of wood or marshes, except
for wood yards, where landing is made for fuel for the steamer furnaces,

For more than a thousand miles below Cairo, of impertance, only Memphis,

Vicksburg, Baton Rough, Natches, and New Orlceans can be mentioned,
BY AN OLD SOLDIER

Few know how our soldiers fared and were fed while on the long
marches during the war, and perhaps it will improve the appetite of
some to be informed. Where it could be done, one pound of fresh beef
each evening, innediately after being slaughtered, waa issued to each
man; or rather as many pounds to each oompany as men in it, Sometimes
the company boiled the beef entire for all the men, but usually it
"ag divided into as many parte as there were messes and then subdivided
into smaller amounts to the soldiers. The cooking was the rub, One
would fry his 'in a tin plate, another would hold his on a sharpened

etick in the flames and others would put it on the coals,

Bacon was sometimes issusd instead of beef and was three~-fourthe

of a pound per day. What was not eaten for supper and breakfast was
usually put in the haversack for lunch. While on the tramps the
bacon was usually fried. Hard bread ration was twelve ounces daily,
sugar and coffee = two ounces of the former and a less amount of the
latter to each, every three days, at night. Each soldier had a small
bag to carry these articles in, which helped to fill his haversack.
While in the South each soldier carried his pint tin cup, an empty
fruit ocan with a wire handle. This can was his coffee pot, and if he
wag an expert, he would boil a pint of water by holding his coffeepot
of water on a stick over a fire and have it boiled and steeped in
three minutes. These were his rations day in and day out except when
they ran out and then the country wae raided and eaverything that a
hungry mortal oould swallow was appropriated.

i1t may here b2 affirmed that it was proved beyond dispute
that the soldier could endure mwore on hard bread, bacon and ocoffee
thanﬁon any other rations that could then be secured. The man that
would deny the soldier his coffee and sugar would be held to be his
mortal foe. No substitute has been found for it. Thogse who are
injured by it can complain of the quantity they use, not the quality.

Beans were rarely carried on the march, but they beat all
the vegetables catalogued for sustenance. A vegetarian would be a
poor soldier in a severe march, His bed was the ground, a few green
leaves soraped from a bush or limﬁ made his mattress and in a measure
defended him from the dampness of the ground. His rubber blanket
suspended on an inocline under.which he lay was his shelter, He car=
ried his tin plate, surplus hard bread, meat, sugar, and coffee in
his haversack. His canteen and rubber blanket, or sometimes a plece
of muslin three and a half feet square supplied with buttons and button
holes to match, took the place of his rubber blanket. These with his
gun, ocartridge box and fifty rounds of ammunition, weighing in the
aggregate thirty pounds, were a load no weakling could éndure and . march
a8 our corps did over twenty-five miles a day for many consacutive days.

When rations failed came the tug of war; then cattle, sheep,

hogs, poultry = everything edible was taken that could be found on the
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line of march, and mounted foragers on both sides for four or five

miles ranged the country for supplies.

I was one of three who in a destitute region in Mississippi
Sarried a puwepkin fifteen miles, which alone made the supper and
breakfast for four, It tasted better than nothing, even without salt.

It was found that men of medium weight stood the march better than the

large or heavy ones.
T.d.

FROM AN OLD SOLDIER

We have enjoyed the good fortune of having Charles S. Bruce,
an old settler of Dodge County and a comrade in Co.B, Tenth Minnesota
Infantry, among us for a few days. Mr. Bruce was three times electad
County Auditor of Dodge County, and is now holding the same office
at Luverne, Rook County - his ninth tern.

As 0ld friends and comrades we had to go over the old war
days again and each remind the other of forgotten incidents. I had
oredited myself with having given him a pair of soccks when on a nine-
teen days' forced march, his shoe soles having oome off, He said it
vas a palr of old shoes instead, and that the soocks were Passed to
anothsr sergeant in the same condition, I did not forget the faot
that he had stopped two minnie balls, one in his face and c¢ne in his
shoulder. Both were well spent, but left their marks, but the gritty
8ergeant refused to retire frow the firing line, His memory of Tupelo
and Nashville is yet good.,

He was one of the sixteen out of one hundred and twelve in his
company who left family to serve country for a mere pittance of $13
per monti, when it took four or five dollars to buy what one dollar
will now, How few of the young today can realize the burden ihen
carried by their fathers,

Is it any wonder that the bonds holding comrade to Gomrade

are sacred and strong?
T.d.
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BY AN OLD SOLDIER

I have been asked to express the feelings of the soldiers

in battls and the sensations of one when wounded.
These questions can have many and varied answers and all
be true. They are as varied as the men exergised.

The.zealous recruit 1s anxious to get into a battle and is
bold even to rashness; a few casualties by his side generally correct
his rashness, Another class are pale with fear, but the general
expression of countenance is that of sober determination; closed lips
and set teeth bear silent wifness that the gravity of the situation
is felt. The veteran goes to the field fully aware of hie danger
but with resolute purpose., After the first fire is exchanged, fear
subsides, but lying idle, exposed to the enemy's balls is most exact-
ing. A small number skulk or try to evade their duties; they are the
8xceptions - the cowards. The old soldier avoids unnecessary @xpos-
ure and seeks all proper protection but when ranks are broken by shot
or shell, he ocloses to the colors, while the same disturbance will
scatter the untried,

The sensations of the wounded open another varied field of
inquiry, The first aeneations'of the wounded are not severe in pro-
portion to the danger from the wound raeceived, A gun ghot in the
extremities usually gives much more pain than those more severe in
other parts of the body. Some have told me that the most terrible
#ounds give only a sting, others that a great disposition to glaep
Came over them in an inetant, another that numbness attacked the part
injured,

The after effects of wounds are ag varied as the injuries; some
suffer for years. For myself it is in dreams that again I see the car-
nage of battle. I hear the roar of cannon, the whiz of the minnie ball,
the bursting of shell, and feel again the shock of the wounded, I shut
my eyee in vain to obsoure the flash of a volley fired full in my face,

All this panorama Gomes to me now after nearly forty years, It did not

until after war had ended, but like Banquo's ghost, it will not down,
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One of my company had his knee shattered by a minnie ball and
a8 11t was just growing dark and in the wood and there was no means of
carrying all the woundel to a relief camp 1nh§he darkness, his comrades
made the best bed possible of leaves,; gave him ccvérad him’
with blankets. There he lay the entire night, and before morning it
rained, then grew cold and snowed. He told me afterward that his suf-
ferings were such during the night that he heartily wished the ball
had passed through his head. He lost a 1imb, but lived and made an
aonorable record.

I saw many shot through the head who lived hours and some for
13y8, Dut no expression of pain was made. Some even gained conscious-—
ness for a time and were loath to believe that they were severly injured.

T.d.

One soldier in a charge was struck on the wrist by a ball
"hich nearly scvered his hand; he grabbed it with the other hand and
kept in line for a time, then, realizing his condition, he stopped and
yelled to his comrades, "Go onj; I'1l1 come when I get it done up."

Another, being one of eleven who were either killed or wounded
Oy a single shell, arose and asked, "Boys, what makes it so dark?", not
knowing what hadtaken place,

Another cried and made a great noise at the loes of a small

08, ©OTUill another had to be ordered to the rear when one arm was dig=-

abled, Again one stood guard over a pPrisoner whose one hand was useles® s

Among numbers gathered around the surgeons at the rear of the
fighting line, aiting their turne, rarely would a groan or a murmur be
heard, On one occasion the last wordg of a wounded and @xXpiring man,
Awalting his turn were, "I am mighty easy now,"

I saw a goldier who was struck, between his toes, by a ball
that passed throuép the length of ‘the foot, sit down in the ranks, take
off his shoe and with his Jack-knife deliberately cut the ball out of

his heel and put it in his pocket, and utter not a word,

Those on the firing line who had work to do suffered least in

mind; their ocourage was high, Those caring for the wounded in the rear
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generally were the pale-faced ones. The terror of war reached its
Slimax in leaving wounded uncared for or in the hands of the enemy.
Many of those who fell into our hande as prisoners gave way to pain

and grief; some cried like children. I could but pity them.
SIDE LIGHTS TO NARRATIVE

I have thought to tell of the ghastly sights, the carnage and
blockehed I saw, but now after these many years their horror isg so
appalling, I turn from it all with a‘shudder and wonder how it was all
endured., The human mind is not endued with the power to receive im-~
pressively two diverse emotions at once, I have known the bravest in
the fight to be overcome with horror when viewing the field over which
he had chargea, |

I do not wonder Wellington cried when he calmly viewed
Waterloo, or that Sherman declared war, "Hell," or that Grant, that
emotionless giant, hated'war and said,."Let us have pcace."

After all these facts are stated, I must now say as I have

often declared, that the rank and file of Sherman'e army when they were

marching from "Atlanta to the gea" cherished the resolution that they

would rather lie in unknown graves than be driven back aﬁd see the
union and all that it stood for, destroyed.

Who, that were enduring the tortures of Andersonville, would
seécure release at the cost of desertion?

How long were the déys to lonely, anxious wigas and mothers
when loved ones had gone to suffer and perhaps to die!

I knew that even when most exacting duties were being done
and hardships were being encountered that my wife suffered really no
less than I. Widows now, who were wivaes then, are worthy of equal
pensions that.were given departed husbands. As a soldier, let me say
that few who were not rugged in frame and full of grit endured three
years service. Many young ocould not endure the mental gtrain and
loneliness, and pined and died; and many of the oldest were in the same
Class. Our surgeon asked me at one time what ailed a certain man of

our company who could not do duty. I told him it was a wife and six
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children, He thought I was right.,

I would 1ike to add words of tribute to those who were wounded
in my company, but this is written primarily for relativee and is pub-
lished only at their request and that of many comrades and friends, now
after these years when but one of my age of the one hundred and twenty-
8ight that were with me in Co.B is alive, I call them boys and meet
them with pleasure none can degcribe; twenty=three were rresent in
Minneapolis in 1808. Not an officer now remains but myself,

The records of those who served and suffered are chronicled in
the volume entitled, "Minnesota in the War,"

T.Jd.

SIDE LIGHTS TO MY NARRATIVE

Little is now known except by the old soldiers of the volun-.
teer agencies that then gave relief and aid in many trying conditions
during the Civil War, The most prominent of these agencies were the
Christian and Sanitary Commissions. Every general hospital was a
subject for their attention and the thread of their beneficence ran
through all large camps and often to the field of battle. The sym-
pathy of patiently waiting motherg, sistere, and swesthearts, as well
a8 Ol generous men, was constantly supplying the neoessary funds as

ell as the army of workers, for those four -trying years.

I will tell you what I saw of one man connected with the
former commission. A day or two after the battlé of Franklin in ‘64,
A8 our brigade was throwing up breastworks on the outer line of
Thomas' defense, a little south of Nashville, Tenn., a man in citizen's
clothee appeared carrying a haversack of stationery from which he
offered each and every man paper, envelopes, and pencil, saying, "Boys ,
Write a letter to gsome one at home; don't forget the mother, wife, or
sister, Tomotrow about thie time of day I will be along and gather
your letters; don't stamp them, I will see to that. Come, it will rest
you after your weary work and do the one addressed good."

One of our sergeants, a noble fellow (John Mericle) who two

veeks later died of wounds, thinking to josh thisg citizen, anticipating

a little mirth, said to him, "We are always suspicious of one sgo
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generous as you appear. Where do you live?" "Chicago," was the reply.
"Chicago," repeated John, "Chicago, let me see, you had a national con-
vention there not long ago and declared this war was ' a failure', How
dare you, a Chicagoan approach the fighters in this war?" The citizen
in a most pleasant manner made known his voocation, and proved himself a

Jolly conversationalist, apt in retort, and passed on. The next day

Qe appeared to gather the letters, had another pleasant bout with John,

and departed.

Just at sundown, the first day of the battle of Nashville, as
weé were closing on the second brigade in line of battle and in a soft,
newly plowed field, what obstruction should we find but a horse cart
with a copper coffee boiler large as a barrel, with fire under it. The
cart apoeared to be too much for the horse but we had other work to do

ioad, much as we would have mnjoyed it., We were
approaching a redoubt that wasg also being approached by the second bri-
gade, but at a different angle,

We were exerting ourselves to use the little remaining light
of that eventful day by making a third assault since morning when we
overtook this jolly citizen with two large pails of coffes from that
boller, and as a file by’my eide stepped to the rear that we might pass
him, I recognized the Chicagoan and asked him where he was going with
that coffee. "To the wounded men behind that long hayetack nearly in
our front," I had noticed the stack but not the men. It appeared that
the second brigade had engaged that redoubt but was waiting for us to
assist when, seeing our arproaéh, they charged the works capturing
five or eix cannons and many prisoners before we were engaged,

Many years later, while listening to an address in a State
Sunday School Convention at Winona, I was conscious that I had met the
speaker somewhere, When opportunity occurred, I approached him and
asked if he were not the man I saw carrying aoffee to wounded men be-
hind a haystack the evening of the first day's fight at Nashville.
"Yes, I am," was the reply, "and further, I stayed with them all night,
dressed wounds and cut my hand ripping open a sleeve to get at a

wounded arm. Blood poison set in and I came near losing my 1ife.," I
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then knew him to be B. F. Jaoobs, 8 man noted in S. S. literature and

& member of the International Lesson Committee, known and honored in

many lands., T.d.

FOR MEMORIAL DAY
FROM AN OLD SOLDIER.

Now as Memorial Day is approaching, we are reminded of the
glory of that emblem th-t has inspired so many to so valiant an efforst,
not alone the soldiers in the deadly strife on the battle field, but it
has and doss kindle and direoct a love of young and old alike that no
other emblem can awaken,

We once had the good fortune to see this esentiment expressed
by a few thousand relieved and exéhanged Federal soldiers who had been
captured in the disastrous expedition of General Brooks up the valley
of thie Red River in Louisiana, It was in February, 1864, and 2e I was
on a steamer going to join my regiment at New Orleans. The transports
vére anchored at the junction of the Red and Mississippi Rivers laden
"ith Confederate and Federal prisoners to sffect an exchange. Those con-
taining our prisoners arrived first and anchored in mid-river. Soon the
vonfederate 3téxmers appeared with their living mass of men who for
nearly a year had endured the hardships of prison. A ragged set they
WeIre, showing in face and limb depletion and loss, but when they came
n3ar enough our steamers to see "Qld Glory" floating in the breeze, a
new life 5 theirs, Then and not till then broke forth a volume of
"huzzahs" from all throats, only to be repeatéd again and again and to
08 waltea over the distant waters and to lower and die away in distant
woods, Ihe pale, haggard foce became crimson with increased heart
beats. The bare heads and feet were wgrmed by the sight of the stars
and stripes and muscle agdin became elastic, Men leaped with joy and
oried and prayed and praised. That flag was a thing real; it stood -
for something, _

Now when we as old soldiers decorats our comrades' graves

"ith the flags they followed in the dark, terrible day of rebellion, {t

108 t0 us mean something, When in battle, by shot and shell our Tankg

- “ - l
Were broken, we obeyed the order, "Close to the colors," now we hear,
We see the order of nature, "Dust to duet, ashes to ashes; " we obey, we
are nearing to fill the ranks of the departed. We touched elbows once;,
we must not, we will not forget the resting place of somrades gone be-

fore. We will mark their reeting place by the flag they loved,
T.J.

Such a life came to Andersonville's etarved hosts when under

8imilar oconditions they too beheld anew their country's emblem,

PAPER READ BY T.J.HUNT AT THE
LINCOLN EXERCISES Friday,

Among the great and good men that this nation hae produced,

none but the Father of his Country can Compare with its first martyred
i, Abraham Lincoln,

We call him great, and why? Not because he vag born obscure
and humble, but because in spite of all the hardshipg he had'to encounter,
he proved himgelf able to rise above the depressing condition surrounding ‘
his youth and young manhood. His boyhood home was most wretohed, Alone,
he trod the path of want. No real school or scholar gave him friendly
aid. What sentiment gave him impulse: What principle guided him in life
and made his character such th&t his bitterest enemies in later years
Called him, "Honest Abe?" We answer, "Honesty - frank, true honegty =
and great gympathy for all mankind, "

He early showed hatred of wrong, and great symbathy for the
wronged and feeble, and his strong right arm came to their assistance
when no other friend was theirs. To these underlying principles,
ambition and hope came to him when as a reward of faithful labor at
fifty ocents a day he was assured of three dollars a week as 2 surveyor,
The few books within his reach were magstered mainly by the light of
the fire on the hearth. A few weeks' intense application made him
what Washington had been - master of the compass. Hisg memory was re-
markable, while his forae of expression was wonderful. He early
Practised pProclaiming the words of the great and wise, and soon give
voice to his own conviotions, to which men lisfened with pleasure and

this fact direoted him in the ohoioce of a profession.
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He was not great aes a lawyer but he was great as a logican,
His simple, terse statements carried the weight of argument and gon-
viction, wkile his ridicule of an opponent's sophietry was terrible.
His whole heart was always in his work, vivacioua as he wag. If the
tap of Caesar's finger could awe a Roman Senate, Lincoln's words
could command a nation's ears. None but Lincoln could estand before
that eloquent genius, "rhe Little Giant," and contend as he contended
for freedon aﬁd free territory. Linocoln and Douglass were gladiators
on the great field while tne people looked and listened and learned.

It was that great debate and Lincoln's address at the Cooper Ingti-

tute in N.Y., now fifty years ago, that made your humble speaker g
Linooln man, and an advocate for Lincoln lelegates at our state con-
vention in St. Paul in 1880. Such delegates were elected, and Minnesota
8%t0od firm among his friends in the national convention in Chicago the
following June that nominated him for President of the United States,
The people ratified thair cholce. These faots are among the pleasant
sémories of my life and I will aid thot I am the only man now living in
Uodge County that attended that convention in St. Paul,

Lincoln felt the reeponsibilities of his great office whilg
e realized his weakness. He called for divine aid and asked his
friends to pray for him as he left his home to assume the presidenoy,
and in his first inaugural address rleaded that no man would try to
destroy the union, that he had "an oath recorded in heaven to preserve
the union."

Two gcore daye now pass and the ominous rwrbls of civil war
breaks forth in volcanic violence. Sumpter is battered with shot and
shell. Sumpter fallsas, The North awakes; an eleotric thrill sets on
fire the blood of patriots. Linooln is at the helm, he calls for
75,000 men. Congress meets and says taks 500,000 men and 500,000
dollars, A month passes as the North and the South prepare for comkat,
At Bull Run the nation numbers its slain. In anguish the North binds up
lis wounds and prepares to continue the war. Eighteen gloomy months
Pas8, bloody fields and desolation oontinue. More men are called for.

The North in tears takes up the refrain, "We are coming Father Abraham,

600,000 strong."

The youth and vigor of the land enter the ranks and f£ill
the places of the fallsn. Mothers and wives bid goodbye to sone and
husbands, knowing fuli well the pain that must be theirs and the
forbearing anguish of the heart that makes a widow's woe whioh no
words can measure. Then came from Lingoln a proclamation giving
freedom to slaves. That was proglaiming natural law. Providence
gave it the foroe of statufé law,

That blow struék'down the monster wrong but for two years
longer it lingered in dyfﬁg agony. Conservatives and radicals Zathered
around the President, each faction contending for its polioy. The
loyal were weary but courage was always found in the front ranks.
Lincoln bore the burden as none other gould havse borne 1%; he
his time. The fall of Vicksburg and the victory of Gettysbury brought
cheer and added glory %+o our nation's birthday. Again the people
made him Captain of the Ship of State; again he spoke, and no scer,
no sage ever compassad in words more briefly the tragedy then being
énasted before him,

This nation passed in retrospective view, God's righteous
13w that what a nation'sows it shall also reap, was on his heart. Hear
a single paragraph of his second inaugural address: "If God wills
that it(the war) contimue until all the wealth piled up by the bonds-

man's two hundred and fifty years of unrequited toil shall be sunk,

and until every drop of blbud drawn with the lash shall be paid by

another drawn with the sword, so it must be paid, The judgment of
the Lord is true and righteous altogether.," .
A few more suns and Lee surren.iers to Grant. Lincoln sees
the promised land; that patient, sympathetic heart has been burdened
by the sight of more than 3,000 battle fields made crimson by the blood
of brothére, made the deathbed of hundreds of thousande slain. Now
the war cloud is 1lifting; joy fills the heart of all; the. volunteers
are singing, "We are goin' home;" but no word of exultation eacapes
his (Linocoln's) lips. He has saved a natior; he has preserved the Union;

he hag freed a race. What honors are his when!Bhe assassin's ball
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enters his brain? The nation is appalled - ite beloved chieftain
has fallen.

I r-call that when on a march near Montgomery in Alabama,
the Colonel .of our regiment called his command around a Samp fire in
the night and read to him men an account of the assassination, that
one Captain, though prostrated and feeble, rose to his feet and
but toning his coat called out, "I have wanted to resign and go home
but I don't want to now," This voiged the feelings of the army,
Eaoh soldier grasped more firmly his weapon, All faces showed more
plainly than muttered words could tell how eager they were to face

any foe in arms.

1 shudder at the thought of tha vengeanoe that would have

oeen theirs had not Lee previously surrendered.

Forty-four years have now passed s8inoce that great and wiee
hief was laid low, Tre men who bore arms then are bearing the
voight of years now, This nation has sinoce trebled in numbers and
improved in every feature more than any dreamer could have thought,
It has begome the Imperial Republic, and as we behold its greztness
\nd glory, let us keep fresh the memory of him whose wisdom guided it
3 0 gave it hie life,

T. J. Hunt

OUR VETERANS GRAY
BY

Rev. L. L. Sowles, D. D.

Ncthing is more binding than the friendship of

companions-in-arms. -~ Gec. S. Hillard.

Dedicated to my old friend, Judge T. J. Hunt, of

Dodge Center, Minnesota.

What means this gath'ring throng from day to iay,
As gather birds in Autumn'e deep'ning gray?

What means these men with visage stern and set,
These men in prime, and some unbearded yet?

Wny woman‘sg face so white, yet eyes on fire

To what doth she these @arnest men inspire?

What means this roll of drum and bugle blare;
Tear-ohoked, yet proud huzza that fills the air?
O, why doth human passion surge and leap,

As bolils volcanic fire in caverns deesp?

You surely must the thrilling newe have heard,
And know why men so mightily are stirred;

Ae birds when prowls the cat on stealthy feet,

Or bees when hive is robbed of gathered sweet.
You must have heard of Sumpter's leaden storm,
And Linocoln's nall for men in line to foru,

To march 'gainst those who, love of country oold,
Are base seceders from the nation's fold;

And dared insult - pull down our flag,

And in its place dared raise a hated rag.

That'e why our boys in heaven's fadeless blue,

Went forth the bravest, noblest deeds to do.

They fought on plain, through tangled wooded glen,
And fields made rich by toil of shackled men.

They fought by cabin, ohuroch, through village street.
They fought where e'er the foe they chanced to meet,
By streams, on river, bays, and harbors wide,

Along our ocoasst where surged the ocean tide,

They fought on ridge of hills and mountain top;

No barrier could for long their progress stop.

They faced the cannon's belching spew of hell,

And gleaming lines of steel and rebel yell.

They stormed the strongest works that skill could raise,
Till nations of the earth locked on amazed,

They captured camps and forts and arms and men,
Unchecked they charged through forest, glade and fen,
They marched in cold and hsat; they starved, they bled,
Alas, they left some comrades cold and de=ad,

'Twas thus our land united was and free,

When Grant received the able sword of Lee,
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