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was A..Ka1ervey. 
I was born in ig55 down near Elk River. 1rom there we moved 

to St. Cloud and later we moved to Maine Prairie. At that time the 
Indi!Ull were peaceable ,they roamed over the country at will and 
hunted deer and begged for ilol&ssea. They was always well treated and then 
they went further away for awhile and ~h,.,n W'l.-I'd rcame the indians was 
killing whites on the frontier. That wae the !ir1t 1nd1an scare. We 
went to St. Cloud and staid awhile and then they thoughtnit was allright 
to go home but they broke out again near Ede~ Valley !!lld Forest City 
a.nd then iB when they started to build th~ block house at Maine Prairie. 

Building the Block House. 

Early the next morning nearly every man was on hand • A •ite 
just soutn of the present Methodist Church was chosen for a fort. All day 
long men worked with eager haste to ereot an 1ncloaure capable of 
holding their families in case of an attack. The fort was forty ~feet 
square made by standing a double row of tamarack log• on end .close 
together. Th@y ~e~e sixteen feet above the ground &nd t~o !eet ~n :th~ 
ground, all roofed in making it ,when finally finished, three stories 
high. The timbers were run out under the eaves at the corners and.bullet 
proof. Rifle pits were built capable of holding three or four rifle men to 
protect the sides of the fort. House and barn logs, fence rails, barn timbe .. 
bridge timbers, whereever found, was taken with or without leave but 
generally 1 t '.'!as freely donated. 111 that and the follo'lling day the 
men worked like beavers but towards night of the aeoond day no fresh 
news coming in from the scene of indian depredation many began to 
doubt the danger and the idea begnn to prevail that they had not aeoured 
sufficient evidence to warrant them in going to suoh an outlay. Some did 
not purpose to do any more work on the fort until there was more proof 

"'- of d~.nger. The next morning only about half the men come back to work 
the others went to hnrveating their grain • Tho~e working on· the 1tort 
had succeeded in getting the sides up when about tour o 1clock· .. 1n the 
afternoon a horseb~.ck ridel" CFl.mf.11 to see them. The 1ndiane were coming 

.. and they went home ,got t eems and took eatables and bedding and \7ent 
back to the fort that night. 

My fathier, A..Uaservey, had one 11orse 'l.."'ld Hr.. 'Eli 
Atwood had one horse so they put them together. Mr. Atwood stayed with 

·v my fFither•s folks all the time we was at the Fort. While they went 
home after their things they left me and my little 91ster w1 th Mrs. 
Clark, a rP.al old lady, They left us on the Mr. Craramer pl1>ce on Pearl 

, J Lalce. It was getting dark before they c:u;1e back. I rins so glar1. when we 
J heard the ~agon3 coming. Then 1t ~as heavy roads all around there and _.hen ,, ) we went to the ?ort that night and we slept on the ground that night. 

1 e stayed there si.x or seven wriekB befora \VO dared to go hoL'le. The men 
~ went and har,1,...sted grain anci. '\Vent back to the Fort at night and T{hen we 
\~ went back home WA Rlept in ?- log smoke houae for a long time.It wa&n•t very 
_ eate to sleeo in a fram~ house for the ind1anE could shoot through the 
...... walls. 

It was W~'lile tl1ey "fas harv•~'iting on my father's place there 
was a family at the Fort,that come from Paynesville,decided to go home to 
Payne s-tille. They he.d come ·to the Fort with ox tfJa.ine. They a tarted and 

":'- got as far as Will White•s !arm past west o! our place and the ind1ane fired 
1..: on them. They didn •t kill any of them but stunned the man. They turned 

their teams around and run them back to a house on Pearl Lake • They ran in 
there to get more bullets , they were 6ut of Blftunition. It was at noon time 
and my father, A. Maservey, was sitting in the shade of the house. They 
didn •t see him or he woulct have been killed if he he.rt been out in the field. 
They went back to the Fort and etay ~ d awhile longer. 
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wa.1 ben 1n 1155 clewn Mar nt R1Yer. rllllm i re WI me111 ... 

'o t. Olo\ld ud la••r we •••d '9 la1•• P:rai i-11. ' ' ••• ti .. tlle 
Iadt •:re ~aM • ,tlMy n_.d. e-.er •lte Pf M will • 
hu td teer " ,;•• tor a1M• . !Uy waa aln71 well t atH aa4 
' •1 wot t. r F f r 11• _. tit. .,.oue tile 1 diaaa ... 
lll1DC wtliiea on • froatier. Ti.at ... tlret 1 · ...... We 

,..., to St. Ole'lld &ad atal4 awbll• u.c:t •ll•n " ., taoug•••t' wa1 allript 
11> go ho.. t they te oui again near Idea Yall17 and rore1t City 
&nd then 1• when t~•Y 1iarted to build the block hou1e at Maine Prairie. 

Building the Block House. 

E&rly the next 110rning nearly every •an wa• Gn aand. • A •i•e 
j st 11Gu•b of the preaent K1tlao411t C UToh wa1 •iao .. a for a fert. All da7 
long INfl wo1'ked wi tn eager lla1te to 1r1e• an l • re O&J>al>le of 
llel ... i:r fa.tl.te• in o .. • Gt an at' . t 1'~ •• terty .. S..t 
1qua:re u.4• by 11 ing a dm:able :nw of ' 1 1 on entl .e1.-.. 
i .ga-l:Aer. •1- -r• -•tx•••--1 ... $- •0..••- tll'! fMl •-l~'-m ~~he---
gro , all roofed in •skiDg 1• ,wtaen fin&llJ ft 1.a.et, th~•• • 
higl. The ti•bers were n out uader the .. YI• at :rse~• and llet 
proof. Rifle pita were ilt C&l)&,le of 1M>l41 twe or teur rifle .. n 
pro•Ht ta• ei4•• •1 t.ae f rt. Jlo\l1e • t • nll•• M.rn '1••• 
-rt• ti ••• ,_.:rener t •• w&1 tak1a wt or wt• t lefie •-t 
ge erally 11 was f:reely 6oaat941. ill taat ud -.ae follew11i« tlay -. 
.. n wertH 11a• Maver1 but 'Mnrd• night f ..U taF tnala 
aew1 COiiing 1• fJO• t:be ... n• ef 1ndiaa dtlJ):re tton MC 
dOQbi tne er and the idea Degan •e preYa11 " t they 4 t i.d 
1 ff'ic1ent eY1denoe w •rraat 11'em 1n Jetnc • )l e tlar. did 
not purpo•• do any •r• wrt on the er-. ua,11 tllere w1 •n ' t 

~ ot dqger. ft• next • 1nc nly abo\lt llalf 'Ul• - llMk wn 
"h• o1ker1 .. 1 to h&1'1'e111ng 'heir grain • ,,.... ,_tag •)le1ter1 
h&d al&Ooeell in get•ing tile •14•• up when abe\lt f i- • '•leot·.j• the 

:i afiernooa a Jlo:rHlM.ok rider •UMt to •ee thefll. T e 1adiw Mre oe•t11g 
' and. they wat ho• ,goi ~eu1 And took eatable• &nd bedd1nc a.ad weat 

lj back to the fort that nigb"· 
~~ My fs1b•r, A.Ya .. rTey, bad one bo1'se ~d Mr. 111 

Atwood had one Jaerae llO they pY.i them iogo,her. Kr. A~wood •tayed with 
•Y father'• folk• all the ti•e we ~as ai ta. ri. While 'hey ... , 
home ~fter i eir •~ing• ' •Y left •• and •Y 111,l• •later wlih •~s. 
Clark. a real old lady, They left tt• on t e Ir. or-•r pl~ce on Pearl 

~1 Late. It was getting dark befor• they cn.ae ct. I •a• eo gla~ when .. 
,~ ~ heard tae wagons 009l1IJ€. T n 1 t •& haayY Nada all &!'Ound. there aad trben 

we went to the ~ort that night and we •lept on the ground ihat nigat. 
we 1ta.yed there aix or aeyen •"*• befo • dar.U to • ho111. Tu 11911 

~ went sad ~arv~sted grain d weat back to the rt at •&I' d .-.a we 
~ went Mot heme '"' Alept 1n !. log ..oke houae for a long ti•. I• •lill 't yery 
~. •at• to sleep in a t1 z• bou•e for ihe indi oould • • h tlae 
..... wall1. 

It was while they • harv,,~'ling on my tatiaer•s pl ce •nare 
waa a family at the rort,iaat oo•e tl'Oll Paya11Yille,deo1ded te IO bo•t '° 
Payne nille. They had co .. io the Port w1 th ox i • They 1-.ar1e• azul 

~ got a• far a• '1111 Wbi t faJlll pa1t n•" et o\lr plue aad. •Ill• indiaaa firM 
~ on tll•. They didn •t kill &nJ' of them bu1 ••• ed tbe la&n. ney 'urned. 
'\.) the1 r team• sround and run th• back -. a llouae en Pearl Lake • Tiley ran ta 

there "° get .. re bullei1 • they were iYi ot e-1nttion. It wa1 ai a tl .. 
and •Y father, A. Ma1er••Y• was ait,1ng in iae •h&de of the houae. Tiley 
d1 dn •t ••• him or he would have been killed if be he.d Men out in the field. 
They went back -.o the rort and •'ay ~d awbil• longer. 
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