Yerington yev,

Avgust 34th,'33
Minnesota Tourist Buresau

Room 113
State capitol, ST Paul Minn,

Dear Sirs:- drecent nunber of a weckly peper from my o0ld héme
town Winnebagp cams to my demk lagt evening and I happented to
see an account of the Jubiles pageant selebration at Ita-=ca
Park and of the contest on INdian Massacre incidente. I am not
eligable because I am not living in Minnesoata &t present.
Hovever my nativity 4in the atate with nearly 40 years of
resident in the Southern part and then 8 years at Laporte
Just previous to comming out here in 1939 makes me wigh that
I were there again. How I should 1like to be at the Pageant.
I am dnclosing a copy of an article which I have written out
of my father's experiences and if they are of any wvalue in any

place , you are welcome to them

Most Sincerely yours A (&m s G

C.S.Marston
?astor verington Baptist Church

OeSe I crossed out the first paragraph thinking that it could bs
11liminated from the article and thue would bring it about W thin th
1000 word limit.
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Reminiscencew the Indian Messaare of 1862

The announsement of the Jubllee @elebration &% the head wo t=

ers of the vissiseippi river and of the contest in writing narra-
tives of incidents Af the time of the Indian war inepires me to Write
of my father's experience of those '2yse Az I cens Veet in 1929 I
am not eligeble for the cpntest but I am sénding my cpntfibution hop-

ing that perhapse it may be of value somewhere. Fiepecially since I

] Al t (12 )
lived for eight yvenrs at Laportﬁéuk and am well acquainted in Hubhard

county, I wish that I might be there to see the pagsdant.

It was in 1859 that my grandfather, Samuel Mareton and hig
family traveled by emigrang train from Northeastern Iowa to fipd
gome new gpot whatbe theyf‘%ﬁild their homee and meke their fortunes
in the more gparcely settled sections of Southern Minnesote. Like a1l
true piOneers these humble folks who h%d but recently come from Ee gtern
Canada had no hesitafnoy in facing the daring uncertainties of a new
country and were wi;ling to work and eacrifice and build where~ever
fortune seemed mogt orrortune,

The vacinity of the new community of what was ‘innebego City
seemed an inviting place » and they decided %o stop there aned geek
& Qome, For two years they lived on o fdrum two miles Ssuth of .tmﬁh
near what i1s now highway No 5, During thig time grandfather wag busy
hunting a good place for a homegtsad « Such a location wag found gix
miles Northeast of iinnebago City and one mile West of Bass dake, And
1q}he Spring of 1863 the family moved onto the homestead and began
to build a home. Ground wag broken » & OCrop sown and the first work
of a homestead settler started. Little did the folks dream that ere

a single Sumrier of homestead 1life shculd pass they would experience

the excitment of and Indien uprisinge.

#3

Uy fether, Perrin ferston, was but seven ye&r old when Z£X/ nig
folke hegen living in thie ne® neighborhood of pioneeregy; £ The € Xpa—

a innitiate well
eriernces of that firet Sumrmer were such 2&22 the young lad into twe

membership of that honored group oalledupioneers:/

The first recollections of Indians wags with the friendly D=
katoes whoge &gency was not far a"ey and who in their hunting trirps
often traversgeq the homsstaed following a wely beaten peth which led
from the lake on the 8% t0 the Rlue mérth Tiver on the Wagt, First
lmpressions thus were of friendliness enq et howermeh, T+ Wag quite

in contragt t the fear that Was arcused , and Justly €0, When o
messenger broughtf the nevs thadé the treacherous Soulxs Were on the ¢
Var path., and were Coming down the Minnesota river and at that time

Were fighting at New Elm,
It

toward the cabin, It wag only the opennegs and leisurensgs whth
Which thev anproached that pProvented a panic on the pert of the
homestexders, Oh, what s rﬁlief) When it became =pparent that the/f14
visifers were friendly and that they were only in séarch of milk

end BULLE/ other e"tahlesg,

In August of that first year on the homestead, the Souix megsacre
was on in { all its bloodthirstynoss. A second report hagloomo to
the settlers stating that yew Eilm hed fallen and that the Indlang were
headei'for Mankato. The indicationg were that they might capture

eqg o
1:ha.tj‘t m7-ere w

fense were poor indeeds Thewtoo if ﬁénkato secumbed) the Indiang
would have a clear givesp before them, There Wag little to stop them

before they réached Winona and the Migsiirpi river,
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#3
I looked as though the settlement wes doomed. 'hatever wad done,

must be done at once. ihe only thing was to attempt to flee, Grand-

father went tc,Winnebtegocity to get my Aunt and Uncle , uwr and Mre

George Spickerman.s A few things were gathered togather and they to=-

gather with a few othere started to get awzy, #éAA “hen they arrived
at the Marston shanty, it was found that there wvere forty families
éncampted in the yard. Early the next morning}the entire caravan sgtagt-—
ed to move to@ard the NOrtheast., Their hope Was to gc rast ahead of
the Indians and to kesp shead until protection could be gecured,
That night the company camped on the shores of the Little Cod®

lver several miles Northeast of 0ld Mapleton and a few miles beyvond
what 1s now Mapletons It was an anxious night. But hefore time to break
camp in the morning Ay newgs came that soldiers from Fort Snelling had

Thls brought a feeling of encocuragement to the
Many did

arrived at Mankato.
settlers . Some wanted to turn back . Others wented to g0 One

g0 on and never came back, T ey cast their lot in older and more

settled secti ns of the"Bioneer Weght™ , But a few families , my fatder's

included $q turﬁ_back to thelr cleims. They went back coureageougly @
determined to take whatever came,

'hus closes the first chapter of our reminesence., It ig a retold
story of coursge, for it was stidl sixteen yeers before the writyer
he llght of dey in father's home on this same home gtend,

Birst san
vhough father wes himgelf so young when the Massacre occured, the

But %
eXxperlences were so nerve racking and the fear so great that f an
indellibls impression was made upon his memory as viid as thouéh it

all happened just " & week Agdbl{ ago".
I have often heard father teli about the shooting of a man while
cutting hay. g% lived across the river and West of @2rden citye. It

‘as the happening of a roving band of outlaw Indians who were peg=

Y4
The story of the trial of the captured Indians after the upri g=

ing; the reprive of all but forty of the number by Pregident Lincohd
end the subsesquent hanging of 38 at Mankato were commeriplace narrse

tives with fat here

I heerd thege 80 much in my boyhood that t hey seem:dalmost
A

a s though they were my own observationsg, Neeless to sey they all hepp=

ed to make history of the me gsecre and €speclelly narrstiveg by

Personal experiences slmogt like second nature to me. Hew—dlerriv.T
wHELY ; -

J

y . : O - \ A L - - i
‘saa p '~ - @ ot -V o ¥, = ,Ve n
my’uﬂc%' ‘{_(- &“Ci‘?i S MH' T O - & .;

.~ -

Tha*t fremed picture of the hznging of thirty eight Indiens.$h

hanging in the sitting room of my Uncle, s home; convereationsg with
friends of the older generation Who were Amourng the soldier band
Who drove off the Indlens and squelled the uprising; the ¥xingxx
pasgsing of the spo¥ where the Indians paid the penalty of their
Crimes, these Yrve
&8 Well ag father's recital of his fXperiences have a1} helped to

d - o ghor hisg children and \
parsel of 1t all, Tt inspireg him polint with atlesgt g R L

make one of a succeeding generation foel &8s though he were E:rt and

pride, to the momiment Just € Horth or the “alpeugh housge in
Mankatp and 88Y; " That merks the place where the 38 Indians were
hung after the Outbreak of 1863, ",

(ﬁg}w(au»¢inM

3ing through the country some time after the outbreeak,
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