
Minnesota Tou:, 1st Bureau 
Room 113 

. - .... 

Yerington uav. 

August 24th,' 33 

State capitol, ST Paul Minn. 

Dear Gira:- ~recent nunbe.r. of R wec .. kly pe.per from my old h&me 

town Winnebagp came to my de-k last evening and I hapren~ed to 

eee an account of the Jubilee pageE'.nt selebra.tion t Ita.soa 

Fark and of the contest on IIldian Me. as~cre incident a. I am not 

eligable because I am not living in Minneeoat~ at present. 

However my nc~tivity in the at~te with nearly 40 years of 

resident in the Southern part and then 8 yeare at Laporte 

just previous to comming out here in 1929 rMkes me Wish that 
I v1erc there again. How I should like to be at the Pageant. 

I am 6ncloiing a copy of an e.rticle which I he.ve written out 

of my father• a experiences and if they A.re of e.ny value in any 

plaoe , you are welcome to them 

Most sincerely yours ~ ,xf, fl<~ 
c. s.Maroton 

J.-

fa st or yerington .Baptist churo~ 

o. s. I c ro s<3ed out the fir et paragraph thinking th~ t 1 t could be 

illiminated from the a~t icle and thus would bring it about w~thin tls 

1000 word limit. 
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Reminiscence• the Indian Massa.~%• of 1862 
' 

era 
~ t f th J bil"n •olebre.tion e.t the head. we.t- r Tho announQ'emen o c u -.. J 

of the l!isaiseip~river and ?f tho contest in writing narra- · 

tivea of incidents ~f the time of the Indian war inspires me to write 
\ of my fath6 r• e experience of those :1.:i.ys. A 3 I CE.03 \'!est in 1929 I 

am not eli~.ble for the cpntes~ but I am sending my cpntfibution hop-

ing that psrhapse it may be 07/ valu~ s°f~f],y~· F.epeoially sines I 

lived for eight ye t:1. rs at Laportt~d am n el~~cqu!'.inted. in Hubbard 

county. I wish ths.t I might be there to ae~ the pag ~t. 

J 
It W!'.s in 1859 that my grandfather, 88.muel Y.arston and his 

family traveled by emigran~ train from Northeastern Io~a to fidd. 
\ J! 

some ner; spot whai7e they ~bUild th~ir homes and make their fortunes 

in the more ap..'\roely sett led sections of Routhern Mlnne eota.. Like all 

true piGneers these humble folks who had. wt rP.cently come f:·om Ee.aterrn 

Canada had no hoait~.tnoy in facing the daring uncertainties of a new 
country and vre re WiJ.l ng o worA. a CO'• ""' i t , nd .. acrifice •nd build where--0v r 
fortune seemed moat opportune. 

The vao1n1 ty of the new community of what was Winne~.(SO City 

eemed an inviting place , and they decid~d to et op there e.ned seek 

e. home. For two ye:i.i·a they lived on e. fc«rm two miles South of . t·c n 

near what is now highwny No s. During this time grandfather we. a busy 

hunting o. good plaoe for a homeatec.d • Such a loce:.tion we.a found six 

mi les Northes.st of i: inneOO.go City and one mile Vlest of 131!.aa iate. And. 

in}he Spring of 1862 the family moved onto the homestead and began 

to build a home. Grourxl was broken ; e crop sown and the first 1vork 

of !\ homestead settler started. Little did the folks dream that ere 

a single Sumr·er of homestead life should pass they Would experience 
the excitment of an~ Indien uprising. 

l.ly f e. t her, Parrin ijar st on, wa e but seven year old 1v hen fil h 1 s 

fol ks began 11 vi ng in this ne• neighborhood of pi one ere; ;. The exp-
a $, t Q innitiate Well eri Pnoe a of that first Swnr.:sr were suoh 'Mt the young lad into tlse 

It 11 member ship of thE\ t honored group oalled pioneers. 

The first reoolleotions of Indians was With thG friendly Da-
katoee v1hose agency was not far awe.y and who in their hunting trips 

often traveraod the homestaed following a well beaten path Which lod 

from the lake on the .,.ast to ths mue ,,.&!'th river on th' \Yest. l"iJ:at 

impress:!. one thus were of friendliness end ~itf/J.. warmth. It w~. s quite 

in contrast t o the fee.r that was aroused , and justly so, when a 

messenger brought;l! the ne·:, s the.6 the treaohexous Souixa rrere on the 'ct 

war path., and were coming down the Minnesota river and at tlw.t time 
were fighting at New Elm. 

It w~. s not s 11prieing that gra.ndmother and t he childre n ... :atched 

with :teer and trembling a e a company of four or five Indians com-

mini from the way of the lake turned Off their trail and started 

towaro the cabin. It was only the openness :;o.nd leieureness Wllth 

Which they approached that preventtl!d a p«J.nio on the pe.rt of the 

homesteaders. Oh, what a r elief when it became epparent that the/fiA 
) 

vieitere were friendly arxi that they were only in aearob of milk 
a!Xi Pttt'I other e q tabl~a. 

In August of that first yea r on the homestead, the Souix massacre 

was on in d all ite bloodthirstyness. A seoond report ha!ll oomo to 

the settlers stating that Mew Elm had fallen and that the Indians were 
heade~ for Manknt o. 

"'"C.{. ' 
tha\ Ti'..srs were no soldiers t)!,l;t~ on ths ground e.nd ne~. rly all the 

able bodied men were ar1ay to thG tlivil. war, The chances for self de-

The indioat ions were the. t tbey might oa.pture 

.... 
fen se we re poor indaed. The.,. too if ~~.nka to GI': oumbed .J the Indians 

would have e. clear sweep befo:re them. There was little to stop them 

before th~y reached Winona. and the Misai1rp1 river. 
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It l ooked ~.a thoueh the settlement was doomed. \'hatever wa' done, 

must be done at once. jhe only thing was to attempt to flee. Gre.nd-

fa.ther w:ent to,Vlinnel:egocity to get my Aunt !l.nd Uncle , ~.fr ~.Di Mre 

George Spickerman. A few things were gathered toga.thei· and they to-
ga.ther with a fev; others started to 

at the Marst·on eh..ctnty, it 1.va s found 

get awe.y. 't~M \'ihen they arrived 

that there were forty families 
enoampted in the yard. Early the next morn1ng;th9 entire oaravan etazt-
ed to move t o'3ard the NOrthea st. Th"ir hope WE'. e to go r.aet ahead of 

and to keep ahond until protection could be seou~~d. the Indiana 

That night the company oamped on the shores of the Little Co' 

river several miles Mortheaat of Old Mapleton and a fe...-.; miles beyond 

Wh..f'\t is no;v i{apleton. It was an anxious night. But before time to break 
camp in the mor ng ,,,. ... n1 .1.~ n~w 9 came that soldiers from Fort Snelling ho.d. 
arrived at t!ankato. Thia brought a feeling of encouragement to the 
settlers • some we.nted. to turn baok • Others wanted to go on. Hany did 
go on and never came back. T"' ey ca st their lot in older e.nd morP 
settled accti ·na of the ":f5ioneer Weat". Bute few families, my f'e.t~er•s 

included:-t-q turtl~ack to their cle.ims, They went 00.ck courageously ""' 
> A 

determined to take whatever oame. 

Th.us closes the first chapter of our reminesenoe. It is a retold 

story of oour ea, for 1 t we-. 8 at 1~1 sixteen yee.r a before the writ er 

1ret s..q_v; the light of day in fnther 1 s home on this s?.me homea~ead. 

fut though father we. 9 hi~ ael f so young when the Massacre occur ed., the 

experience a were ao nerve racking and the fear· eo great that, ~ an 

indelli bls impre seion Wtfl. a made upon his memory a a viid a a though 1 t 
all happened just " a week '-ii/,'!J ago". 

I have often heard father tell about the shooting of a man while 

cutting hay. /h lived a.cross the river and lfeat of •~.rden city. It .. 
ilaa the happening of a roving ~nd of outlaw Indians who Wetre pae-

31ng through the country some tim~ after the outbreak. 

.. 

The story of the trial of the captured Indi~ne after the upria• 

ing; the reprive of all but forty of the nwnber by President L1noofl6 

e.nd the subsequent hanging of 38 at Mankato were oomn10Mplaoe n~.rra.­
tiv~s with father. 

I bee.rd these so muoh in my boyhood that th~y 

aa though they were my own observations. Neeless to 

ed 
eeeme alreo st 

A 
er.y they all 

ed to make hi story of the me. e se ere and e specie :!.ly narre. t 1 ve s by 
personal experienoes almost like seoond nature to me. ~HH!e.ww~t±'!."~~ 

hej)p-

in 

Tha •; t f1·£:.med picture of the h?.nging of thirty eight Indie.ns,,9,6 

hanging in the sitting room of my Uncle1s home; convrreat1on
8 

With 
friends of the oltier generation who vrere e.moung the soldie;:o '00.nd 

who drove off the Indiene 
and squel!ed the uprising; tke ~xtntxx 

passing of the spot where the Indiana p~id the penalty of their 

crimes, these ~e 1i' 1 1 heJp~~ tow.le,., 1llie IiRdiraR H£.1.eaB.•!'e gf 1:862 

as well as father's recital of his ~xperienc~s have all helped to 

make one of a succeeding generation f~el as though he wer~, rt and 
t. o aho':'! hi c childr~E al\i 'I I \.IC ~f ~ pai·sel of it all. It inspires him~ point r:ith atlas.at o. 

pride, to the morn.unent just~~ tf~rth of the 0 alpaugh ~ouee in ..... 

Ma.nkatp and s:~y; " That marks the place where the 38 Indians were •• 

hung after the Outbre~.k of 1863. "• 
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