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MOSHE: GENEOLOGY

Blographiecal Material especlally relating to Asa Mosher
and his experiences in the Sioux ¥Wars in Kinnesota, between 1860 and 1865
with some references to his brothers, Hiram, Jim and Rob who fought mostly
in the South during the Clvil ¥War. Hiraa fought against the Indlans in
iianesota fwom 1860 to 1862, and from 1862 to 1865 in the South, until
wounded in the battle of Nashville. These soldiers were all sons of
C:adiah and Naney Allen Kosher, who left Ohio in in 1846 and ploneered in
#innesota,

The first contribution of a bilographical nature is a letter
from Uiss Nell Young, of Waseca, ikinnesots, written Jume 15, 1936. She
was the niece of these soldier unclee and was well acqualnted with all of
them. 5he lived for many years at 901 Lake Avenue, Waseca. She was a
teacher, an author, a grammarian, a tescher in the Minneapolls, kinnesota
public schools for many years, until her retirement. Fellowing is her

Waseca, Minnesota,
June 15, 1936

Lear Crville,

I wish you could see "Child's History of Waseca County.” It is
a record of events nere from 1854 to 1904. In 1t the kXoshers who lived
in the vicinity are mentioned many, many times.

Unele Jim enlisted in the First kMinnesota from here. On July
2nd of each year I always spend much time in thinklag of the terrible dey
when the First Minaesota at Gettyse surg, was thrown into a gap to hold the
line until reinforcements could be brought up. A large percentage of the
boys of the reglment lay dead or terribly wounded when the reinforcements
arrived/ Uncle Jim having received four bullets, three in his thigh and
hip. Forty years later a plece of a shell wuse removed from his hip. He
lay there on the battlefield two days with little water before help arrived.

Uncle Ase was in Fort 3Snelling ( near St.Paul, Minnesota ) on
the bank of the Miesissippi River, at t e time of the Sioux kassacre at
New Ulm. He hoped to be sent Jouth soon-but instead was sent after Little
Crow and his braves --with General Sibley about 1862.

It was affder Just after the massacre that Unecle Asa asked for
a furlough. Of course they couldn't grant his requeet. Uncle aAsa
"borrowed ' a government toam without permission and drove down here, .ot hie
family and took them back to the Fort. The inecident was ignored.

Uncle Asa sald they soon eeught up with the Siouwx. In a skirmish,
n fifteen=-year old Sloux was shot in the leg and captured. He had been
throuzh the same trip with his father several yoars before . An Inilian
always remembers the details of such a trip. He was promisfded hie frecdom,
if he would peint out from time to time the route his father had taken. If
he directed thm wrong they told him they would kill him. The soldiers would
sarry him to the top of some hill and he would look aeross the country and
point out the route. They followed his directions and reached the head
waters of the Yellowstone ~-as the little Indlan had promised. The soldiers
became very fond of the Indian boy. Thle trip took many months. Uncle Asa
told of one night when it was snowing heavily. They were ordered to give
the animals extra food. #hen morning came their tents were nearly buried
in the snow. It wae night before they were able to shovel out and get
more feed to the horses.
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MOSHE: GENEQLOGICAL RIGCOXDS CONTINUED,

*hen my father and wother first came to Minnesota, father didn't g0 out
of sight of the house without mother with him. One morning he lighted
the fire and went to the barn. #hen the room wsas a bit warmg mother arose
and was dressing when an Indlan entered the house. dother was eo frightened
that she jumped behind a built-in eupboard. The Indlan went out at once and
said to father, "I scared your squaw." Father went into the house and found
mother so tightly wedgen in behind the supboard that he had to tear the ocup=
ocoard nearly to pieces to get her out.

Unole Rod said that onge as he and a number of other so0ldiers were
sitting in front of their tent when General Grant passed. He was emoking
one of those extra loag eigars. after saluting Unele Rob said, "You haven't
any extra one of those clgars, have you General?"

General Grant emiled and gave Uncle Rodb and the other boys with
him all the cigars he had with him.

Just like Rob!

fome day I may be able to tell you other incidents =<l realize that
[ know meny unknown e 23yone $is@® ~~“hen I die there'’ll be no one left to
tell them. I have already written a number for the Waseca Histeriesal Soclety
I'm too tired these daye to tell anything well. -

Sincerely yours,
Nell J. Young

SONTINUATION OF MOOHME.. GLYEQLOCY AND BICGR/PHEC AL WAL IAL Sept. 14,1951
Prepere: by Orville "-tson losher (Jr:) Zmporia, Kansas

AN ACCOUNT OF ASA AND HIRAM MOSHE:S 19 THr SIGUK ®ARS IN BINNESOTA
DURING THE PERIOD 18601865 with comments on the “Nell Young"
letter.

joth Asa and Hiram iosher t00k part in the Siow Wars in Klnnesota,
As2 under Caneral 5idle in 1860=1862 anc¢ then reenlistec under Jeneral
Sully and pureeued the Indiang iate the "bad=lande ." Both iea and Hirae
were preocont and took part in the hanging of the 3% . {oux ifurderers,

Des. 26, 1862, iss in the cavalry and Hiram in the infantry.

Aen enlisted 12 the 2na Reglment of iinnesota Cavalry, Einnesota
/oluateers Co.C. Hiram in the 10th negiment CO. F. Tuils regiment wes
sent “euth in 1862 snd he serve: untlil he was badly wounded, loeing an
837 &t the dbattle of Nashville. 4 third brother Jim Xosher enllisted in the
first Rinaesot: and served until permanently disebled nt the battle of
‘Btiysburg. Rob Koshe: alse serve: vadsr drent, Sut I have been unable
o iocate the ‘sglment and .ompany 10 which he was attached.,

W Wy W ey > B an - b

These soldiers of oqur famlly, iss, Hirsa, hob aad Jim were my
great-uncles. 4ic s oy 1 knew ssa well during the perlod after he had
loft ‘asees, Winnesota and settled at ¥ou un, ilseonsin. As & historye
minded voy, "wild about Injuas, "l listesed to his stories with the grestest
intereat ang , although m=2ny of his ageounts have faded out with tize,
others still remsin vivid, and these ! record 1n order to give further
11kt oa frontier experiences. I also have sdded commente on the "Nell
(oung le: ter.*

At the time [ xnew him, Asa wes ia his 70's, partly e:
a8 sometliing had hap-ened to his voeal ¢ords, ne was only able to sapeak
in a loud shisper. 4s a firfteen yesr olg boy, I was laterested in bows and
arrows whieh “aupoose, a prisoner i3 the state ‘enitentiary at Jaupun, used
L0 make me. n an atmosphere of beadad noccadzine and bows and RITOWE ,
Bented by the stove la the dinlay room with a plate of -unt Dev's cocklies
for refreshme 1te, I listened to Asa 8 he told we of his 1ife in the army.
A8 nearly as 1 can recall from fifty years ago, here is what I dearned.

He w20 staticned st ~ort Snelling when the .iew Ulm BUB 2ACI'O® OcCurred.

shortly after, he w:s sent there with cavealry to restore order and help

thi« rofugees. iunt Ded would "hush ' 82 up when he stnrted to tell me all
he saw at Hew Ulm, for a dlet of horrore for a 0oy was not conside:r »d a
%0d thing. Jut I gathered that hc had seen a e¢hild that had been nailec

to 2 tavle and a number of people se lped, of #hieh one w.a still alive.
One womaa save’ herself and baoy by hiding in a swamp behind ruashes, their
heads Just above wi.ter. On the way to Hew Ulm a scout reported » moveaent
ln the loay grase of the praris. Ihiaklag 1t w1¢ht be un Indian, the
troo.s con:ealed themaselves, wie.: along came & litile Doy s:areely twelve
yesra of aze carrying his litile brother on his back. He end his little
brother alone of the fawlly hac escaped the massacre. fhey had been hilding
out for two dayes eand now he w88 carrylug his little brother te safretly
townrards Nankato.

8 conditions in ¥iinesota became progresslively dangerous, many
8oldiers haviny relatives 12 the region of the Indian I'alde were in great
fesr for the lives of their loved ocnes. At any time it 1s e sericus offense
in the army to be "Absent Without Leave "but 8 peclally so durlag the
[ndlan troubles. As so nany 80ldiers had been ealled away to fight Lee
and Jacekson in the South, the frontier was inadequately gunrded, and
Little Crow and his Band wers a1 & ram;age. Sut the soldiers i1 the fort
oould not remain idle to see thelr loved ones on the farms around dew Ulm,
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wnkato and Wasecs left to be murdered. Yhat to do7? AwOng them, Asas tOOKk
8 chance. Leavin; behind instructions that their abeence from the fort was
0aly temporary ax¢ telling one of thelr comrades to answer for them when
tielr names were oalled at muster, the anxious soldlers weai off with arey
wagon hitche. to horses and mules they rode away from Fort sumptler, guathere
u® thelr families with what vsluavles they could earry and traasported them
0. to Fort Sumpter. Ae the Nell Young letter and my own tealke with Asa
af firmed tie offleers and authorities ignored the absences.

s21tinvaiion of the ‘ar in dinnesota.

A8 o the progewdl .gs atteadant upon the nans ing of the Iadilens at
askato, that ppo, # 8 onushed up a8 unfit for the esrs of a boy, excert
-18 18 ked "the ordered them hanged?" Ass repiied “Able Lincoln told us
to do 1t. \l80 thore was a lot of g0od came out of those evil . loux by
trielr deatns, for their bodlies were prom tly dug up by medical men, especisll
0y -r.dayo and his brilliaat sons. They had 38 su_erbd corcess on smhish to
learn anatomy ~-all of which inowledige was to ctand them in £00d stoad when
the Sayo boys grew up and astounded the world with thelr superb kaowledge
of how Lo save lives by operative teohni ues. After the ¥.w Uln massacres
such wnas the hate of the porulation fer Indlans, even thoae that had had
wihlag 0 40 with the massacre, that the lives of innocent red-men were
1a danger. dy uncle, ¥aldo dosher,was in 2 hardware store dowa that oy
when an Indisn known Ly his friends to be entirely all right passed by

@an whose wife and child had been killeé at Now Ulm selzed & rifle and
w18 about to shoot the friendly Indian when ’'aldo snd another by~stander
ilntervensd and took the rifle away from the lafuriated wo.uld=be avenger.
‘he old slogan used to be "The only goed Injun s & dead Injun.” To
@marry and Indien, to become a squaw-man wns about z8 bad as t¢ marr. a
W ro at that time. t 18 rewmarkable how that hostility has vanished 1in

¢ last fifty years.

la the passage of “ousin Nell Youug's letter whieh tells of the

\81ng of the Indians lnto the Bad i.ands by General . lvley and the story

how the Indian boy polated the way t0 the camp of the hostiles, I am
sure she has ¢o.afused isa's experieance under General Sully with that of

eneral ~1bley. fter the executlioa of the !iowx in 1862 General

ibley was replaced ia active sevice sgalnel the Indinns by General .Sully.
lbley appe .rs to have laterssted h.msel! after 1862 in Linnesota state
obltics an' the Jivil War, leeving it to Genersal 3ully to sirajighten out
.8 Indian sltuation .

ineé occazic. for Generl Gully' e, editle: iato the Bad iancs wag

t 1lsh the Indlane that had left their reservation and had tzien part
in the outbrea., but es;eelally the ides waes to foree the Indlans to go

8k Ooato thelir reservation on igh they resented tveing kept. TLe ondy
way to get them 60L& wWsz 10 destroy thelir supplies --then they would have
pu @0 back on the Ressrvatiion and reeeive the supplies from the Unlited

tates govermment, consisting of sattile, flour ete.

: For thls part of As'e experiencs, I belleve that I sm better
laformed than my cousln Nell Young was, although we both heard from As:
t:ﬁeifcia at of the Indian boy directing the ermy to the camp of the
208t 08,

Here is what happened. ully'e expedition oeccurred in 1864 . iiis
aray was composed of Britckett's Batallon of eavalry, six .cmranies of the
eennd #Mlanesota volunteer cavalry of which 4sa was & wmember . They also->
teok aloag artillery that eould shell the Iadians with grare and canistor
that the fxdiang called "rotten egsa." The expedition travelled 1light and
foat . It laft Fort Ridgles, nesar llew Ulm, ecrossed to the i1ssourl :iver
weat along the Bilg Cheyeane, anidon 3all ané Heart !lvers %o the head
witers of the Yellostone. They finally caught up with the Lioux at the
Junytion of the Big #Anife aad Little Missour where they fought the Battle

L

|
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Continuation of the O.¥. Mosher (Jr.) aecount of the Sioux

ar in kEianesota

of Killdeer idountain.
According to General Sully's acecount there were 1600 lodges with some

5000-6000 warriors and acco-panying wives and children. On the approach of
the army the women and children fled to the mountains, leaving behind their
lodges with tons of pemican ( pounded dried buffalo meat mixed with berries )
great quantities of dried berries, buffalo robes, tanned hides of buffalo, i
elk and antelope, brases and copper kettles and mess pans. They even left thets
dogs and ponies tled to pickets.

The Indlans came out 10 flght the army, charging out of neighborin,
gullies and ravines. They feared the artillery. The loss was small on
both sides, the white loss 5 killed and 10 wounded, the Indians 150 killed.
The day was speat in destroying the property left by the Indlane. Sully deses
eribed the Bad Lands ae "Holl with the firee put out."

Now turning to Asa's deseription as I remember the way in which he
described this battle of Killdeer Mountain--it varies very little from
deneral Sully's report. After the army had been guided by the wounded Indian
boy as described in the Nell Young letter, it was found that they had taken
the Indlans completely by surprise. It was 2 very large camp that had been
laying in suppllies of meat for the winter. Asa describe the shelling of the
Indlan eamp and shooting at elustered groups high on the mountain sides as thk
they tried to escape. He told me of seel g the mouantalin sides full of sqguaws
with thelr children and papooses desperately olinbilng upward to get out of the
way of the "rotten eg s " the grape anc¢ canister shot by the fleld piléees.

( Later General Sully was to be attacked by those who had sympathy for the
Indiane, claiming that he uselessly killed a lot of thelr women anc children)

"The Iadlans were plenty brave,” sald isa, " Thelir charging our troope
from the ravines with only shotguns and bowe and arrows was futile, ss they
were easlly repelled by our better-armed cavalry."”

One day Asa sald, "You love te colleet Injun relies, my bos, " How
I wish I could have saved for you some of the things I had to throw onto the
great flre that we llt when we were ordered to destroy the Iindian camp. Ve
were told to bun everything. %e heaped up their teepees, mat sup lies,
everything and burned them in plles. I remember carrying beaded buffalo-
robes, bows and arrows, deer-skin tannei as white as snow, all sorte of
Indian gadgets the use for which I did not know, and throwiang them on the
fire. 3lnece we had destroyed all the carefully collected supplies by whieh
the Indiens hoped to live during the coming winter, this eompelled them to

some back to their reservations or die of starvation.”

Until relieved by home=coming Civil %ar veterans in 1865, the Second
reglment of Minnesota Volunteer Cavalry was retailned on patrol duty of the
northern andé western borders, and from Asa I got something of a plecture of
life in the camps, such aes Fort idgley, Fort Riley, Fort tnelling.

Asa had a "way " with horses; he loved them and his eye would brighten
as he told how the enimale fealt the spring of music in thelr feet when the
regimental bands would pP£Y play "Garry Owen." At more or less permanent
forts or camps the offlcere would have cows brought in soc that they could
enjoy milk and cream for themselves. It was considered one gramki jJoke to
the common soldlier to milk those cows during the night so that there wouldn't
be any milk or cream for the offlcers' bdbreakfsst, which, of course, had
already gone down "the little red lene " of the common soldie:s thirety throd.

In order to prevent having their pet cows milked, the of ficers hit on the
scrheme of pleaclag them at the end of a long shed, surrounded by the most
viclious cayuses % Indien poniee ) horees and mules prepared to kiek the
daylights out of anyone who tried to get mesr. And yet Asa wae able to do
the trick. 1In the dead of night he would erawl under the bellies of those
vicious horses and mules, gentling them, mllk the cows-~then c¢rawl all the
way baci with the palls of milk and never get kicked or caught.
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Continuation of the O.7".Neeher ( Jr.)aecount of the Sloux 7ar in kinnesota
resétling matches, instead of prize-fights or boxing mestches were in
vogue in the armies af the various posts. Asa sugcessfully represented
hie company on several ocecasione.

Probebly the moet revealing account of an Indlan buffalo hunt waes given
me by Asa =-I1 heve never heard it described in like manner.

Asa recount:d that after the battle of Xilldeer Kountain the Indisne
gradually drifted back to the Reservations and askxed for their government
beef 2llotments. It later wae part of the notorious Bellkmap Scandal that
the beeves allotted the Indlane were of the worst and freguently failed
to arrive on time. Sueh wes the sltuation--fuilure of the arrival of
the beeves that gave Aea a chance to see Indians kill bBuffalo with bows
end arrows. “"¥e ecouldn't let the Indians dle, of starvation,” he said,
nor could we let them have theilr guns, or they wulght have turned them on
us. .0 as there were still large hurde of bufflo in the vicinity, it was
decided to let the Indians kill them with bow and arrow. I went along
¢ prevent the Indians frowm leaving the reservailoa and, of eourse, ©o
see how they killed buffalo.

Ass contlinue : "In order to gulde the pony aloag side of the fleeing
enimal, the Indian had to have some way by which he sould gulde his horse
t the same time he had to have both arms free to hold the bow and arrow
and ehoot. It was manged in thia way: The Indian would knot a buek-skin

thong by one end to his horee's jaw and hold the other end in his own
tseth. The Indlians were some of the finest riders ou earth. They would
pursue the buffalo, and then, by jJeriing tneir own heads this way and
that they would steer their horses close to the lelft sides of the flesing
mff:los. Then leaning clenr down over the sildes of their horses, &0 as
Lo get good shots at the hearis of the fleelag animals, they would drive
thelr arrows into the sldes of the buffales. I personally suw one case
wnere an arrow that had missed a rib protruded on the other side of the
inlmal -=-such had been the powerful force of the sinew-backed bow.

hile on the march, in making camp picketa were plasced all around.
{rese would call to each other at regular intervals throu, hout the night,
'Two o'clock and all's well® approprite to the hour. If aay ons picket
failed to esll anf IAnvesetigation would be made immediately. There were
tragic cases where Indlans ereeping through the grass iu the early moraing
had silently killed a soldier, the poor man being found transfixed by
Arrows.

And 80 I have written up these memories ¢f an o0ld manwho had taken
an intimate part in the frontier life of early AMinnesota as aceurately
as the passa of time has permitted me.

Urville VWatson Wesher s A A g

’,._ LLL‘\_(.A(,‘ M(?( Li&' O YY C‘\"t % Adda f*

Curator iyon County Brencl: of the kKansas State
lilstoriecal Soelety and Pree.deat of the Urgunisa=
tion.

2@pLvenner 1A, 1.’51‘
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