
., "'•·•~i t 

the , t Creix riTer, tro.tn the siate ot .W.w Yerk: • I hM. 11,...._ 

1' Yer ·:'ld got raaa.1 ~nd •t ,.. fer Y_,.. 

• 

... 
... ht)..... . '., ) .. ) .. j '' .... ,.. .,. ' - .. ~·" ..... ,, .. ~ '\~ ; ••• • ..,. lll.11.st ••• ~---""'~' ... '"~ -.J ~ 

in ... '1"' ,. r n1" • ... ··1 11 •• ·~ • ~ •-' '•. ' 

Cot ton 'l'oo·i J •• 'lkA. 

, "I "'..I. • "/-• V CiJJ t"l<l it t 

l&l'B\1 1:.tu·,,y 11•1·u Qri 'their 1n'i.y to !Jaflaj·ia , 110nt hlt1 bnc:~ w1 tl1 a 11111:i te~liai; 

J us that J •. r iTO wr•nt~lll1 t\1 t;c•t .in iYe :i11.1t ho in ha~JtGt tor ~.ho indi.;~nn wonld 

. 1 '} ~1....... i ,, I: "\' ,, u.,!·~ 11 .. :,11rJ hnad. o:i.' tho ln.Ice h•forit 

hold ~ Coua ty 110\m ai t•, uur party, or moat or tJwa, took elaima, u~1ila t!1• 

10 ll*J& on 11laia, r.z1d w 1 t bu.k a1"t.4n· .ta¥ fr 1il:r on t 

....... , twe pair ot her•••, a '•• et •••, which I AM. 'troken to a 
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n.nd cooking utonnils. Wo got through nhout the last part or lctobe>• u.nd 
founc t;ht' boy ts v ry llll.Xiout, £ ~li their SHJ>1111~s were nearly gone. The 
fwnili•n I hn.d left huct got disnouraged :Utd w•r• going to movfl down ne&r 
· ew Ulm a o n_ll th_ !n5iili iror.i Wigconsin, .11t11 
:t"our c hildren; but wo concludocl to nn.kr~ th1) hG-st of it, und stayed. The 
!':'Ian rllich 11 vod on the County To'rl?l 11 te co.me to 11 vo with us, and we got 
nlonr.:; n1coly, t>.nd sent on tenrn to work on th• pinery, but \Te nevur saw the 
t1:iam oi· t!r iv ;i r : u ho sold. ou t nnd .1 oincd tho nrmy. The following s1>rlng Wt) 

5ot out of flour, und thet wntor war. so hich we couldn't get any, no W(; lived 
on w.ilk mid fish und ernons, :f'or t·ff weeks, and then I r.tarted boloTt· on foot 
uwirmn1ne; tho :;traur.us. 'ihero I found Charles Homus the r.ln.il on.rrier with aomo 
mulon. I bou()ht a e flour und corn meul rror.i a 1'armor nen.r J,eavcnworth., as 
l. could not net down to .No'.lt' Ulm. I 5ot two clotlt'l5 lin•• and tied the two 
nacks to the mu loa and hoo4's nntl I started for Saratoga. We swam tho mules 
c.cro,H; four ntrewns, vulling tho flour nnd rnenl across. Wo got homo on the 
third nicht .1 .. nd had no moro trsu.Dle in that direction for I kopt n supply 
on hand • 

Whon we hu.d li vea tho re ·about two lf•&rs , th11J inclia."1• bec;~"l kill1ncs · 
u \Thit :ila.n now u.~1d thon, ubuut. f ort)S-tive miles below on tho Cotton, but 
did not. disturb us, hut wo had plent~· ol" them iiround ua, and in the tiai:,or 
und :;0111ati:.1oa on~ or two V70Uld sl,ap on the rloor in our house. In the 
wintor th<: ind!nnr. cot into n d.runk ovor at I,nJ\:e Shotook nndon• India.vi l>Jtho 
nam of 'l'ono-epn-l~nh would not drink, 0...'1.d aftor t!10 other 1nd1a.ns ahot th:..'Oilg ~ 

the tt1pp6e suppoaing thoy wor•l shootina llira , but; instead, tlloy shot his 
dn.ui)ht<~r, 'i'onon , ho heing hid.ucn in the v1o od:s. 'l'ho J,al\:e wn.a ten mile a !ro1:1 
our houae, but tho mo thiJr pul14Jd down the te.i;pe ., :.mcl pack d up and mado f or 
ou1· hou•o, Wanonn follow.in~ 11 t,h n c hnrgo oi' Buclt shot in h.or hip o.nd sidfJ, 
rol.:.~hing ou;• hous<? bout d:Lyl i&ht. 'do took them in and I took thirty-acvert 
shot ont ot hor nido i..!..id hip , vr1~ kept, hor 1'or two weoks,, ar.d r.cnt hor down 
to !:'10 u1:C"'lOV '."".itll ................... (1 .. .. jj!,t - t··-·"·' •'/e 1'111""'• .• .# c ., ...... .,,I>- ....... . i, p, .. •:: ..l..J. • - '"""" About the laat <lf r.j r.:;~ 

John R~nnhor too1:: ~ oxon u.n.d \;ent dor;n to .iew Ulm n.tter suppli••, a.nd on 
his way hoL1e t~1c i:1c.ia.n~: killoci him, turnod tho o~Gn looue, took who.t they 
wr...nted of tho :}up11lioo , <5J1ll thro r the ront i11tci the river, r.nd we d.1un' t 
f illd John for t1•0 wueli::n • He w&:t :s the t,~1 thnt 11 ved on tho town tit• be:torewe 

MY•d there . Ho•• was •toppinc to our hou•e ut that timo and he got 
tr1ght•~ nnd was gQine down b•low, ao we would be lett nl.oaa aa Ingala h 
move' dewn nenr th• agency. 

w wi t• nnd I decided to move OVQJ" to J.nke S._e ieok a...'1.d th• se ttlera at 
th• lak• tnok hold u.nd helped uo move, and I did aonaiderabl• trading with 
the 1ndiana . Tho s•t tlers hlld mostly on th• ea.11t aid• of thelak•, a.i1cl I 
took n claim on the horth end, r.ry nenrest neighbor beine a.bout thr•e rorthe 
ot n. mile away. All Went well and in perfect harmony, us is usually the 
ou.sa in n new country, nnd v;e had many good times together, but in tlle winter 
a. party of indio.ns killod an o" for ,Tohn ~/right bu.t tlu.~t was the only 
ocourQnoe to molost us. 

'!'hA a.iu~n .... A .ft ........ T , ~ ··eA -· +.t..,.:t '!<-;.~;;' +.;.yo -,;r;unR.x Ii~n, W.u1. Cl&rY. an<i -.... - -- --··- -I:'· •••() .. ... ..... ., ""' t.t. u w ·- - _, ., .,, u 

Chas Waznban, came to the lnke, nnd were nmone UPS more or len :; until th• 
.r1t 1t ot June I hi.rod Cnhrley to di6 n cellar un<ler my houae, o.nd whilo he 
was th•r• I thought I would go to HoY1 ilm tor nur1IJli••t So Mr • Jonea, on 
of my near .. t neighbors, and I went below. The second day nttor I left, 
Clark cru..'l• up to m7 house, lle had be'!n drinkin5, ru1d he says to Cha.rley, 
• I lHtl'lt n oettlem nt on theni gooda.• It seemlll that theY" had :.stoled !\OIM 
rununition nnd trinkets at Pet rs .. They gat into n quo.rrt)l and Clark said he 
would k.111 Chu.rl11y; but my wi!e be(J1;ed him to home nnd set tl-.. 1 t ~Jon10 other 
timo, and he wont away. Aftor Clark had s'°no away, Ch.arley went down to 
Lamb's to get some clean clothea, nntl ho tpk J1Il' ri!X• with him and said he 

h t h t k ill ooae Cl2rk saw him ns h• wns ~oin", followed rnic;ht ~A a. c , tlnCO 0 • ti 6 • r... u 1;, 

him ancl tried to kill hiu w•il• ho wns in l',runb' • house. 11.r Lnmd went out 
and ttar e. hard strut.el• nttcc• .. d•d. in tctkinB Clark' :s aun tro11 him. Clark 
then went to ! .. J.r. [)alths houa• and tool<: his 5un, Smith nnd Joel Pnr1:1alse oat 
1n the house, but did not dare 1nterfer • Clo.rk hnd taken orr nll his 
clothe5 and tied }113 r.hirt on for n hrech clout. He Wf!nt bnck to J.amb' n 
and tried to get another ~hot at Charley. I.ai:ih went out and ...... 
getting the second gun ! :·om him, then Clark said ho would go over to Jit•d Wood 
and. est th• Ind1Ms to come back and kill nll the whit e,; at th• lak•• 
h• went up to !.!r; Cook 1 ~J a.nd th.• 11utn ahuow• hi•, nnd o.fter dark they 

. ' ~ , ..... 
~ •1 ~ - - ,, ··' _.;;:,... 

1Nrlt u 
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up to Cook' o houne i n n. houy, o.nd Charley and John Wright went to the 
b ck of th a.•,••Y th w111dow wna raiaM , and Clark aa.t there before the 

stov • 'lricht told Charley to gi vo 1 t to him and he did, an(l Clarl-: tell 

dau.d to the .floor. The party mn.de n bo>: and burried him that n1sht, and ii• 

Jones nnd I or() coming hom from !fevr Ulm we mej John Wright, ?;tr Smith, 

n Mr. /uandon from Soiix ~'alls, and oharle,y wJ. th n.:n article which they had 

urnwn up Gtutinc; the fncts in rcenrd to the killing of Cla.rk• ntating why 

thc1r did so, presontod it to oo and Jonca nnd. wnnted us to oioi it us all 

th other sottlcr:i had done. Neither of us would confGsa•xtikoau to n. 

i::urd r vro had ad not hint; to do r-i th, u.nd thay blamed us :.mcl r.inde some very 

:>arcnstic roL1a1·kn • n.s th<:1y no.id tho:,r had done it in tho dofcnoo ot the set-

tlors, and w re eoinG to ha. Vfl Charley c;o bofore tho Jud go or Brown County 

.. !th r.he ete.te:;;cnt .,.hich thuy thvuei1t would cluur him, ancl oo it did. 

Cho.rley cu.mo bnck t 1l the lake, bu t soon lett for po.rta unknown, but the 

aot.tl•:ra hnd 11; in for Jonan and Hurd and fiyaelf for n. while hut u.ll po.sncd. 

off nnd nothin6 d1otur1)ed u~• until the noxt Gpring, when John \'/rite conunen-

ccd n llinc liquor to th inciinns. We culled u mt:iotin13 of the oettl•ra, 

rieht was preaent, pnsned rosolutiona proh1b1t1ne all parnonn rrom selling 

or brine1nt_. tlnlt liquoro to the lake oxcopt for privn.te uoe, and hnd the!;l 

publi .";h d. Wrieht 1nrrJod1atly went below, bouGht n b r:rol and lH\cked 1 t in 

u hogshon.d. On his way homo, ho stoppoc.i ~1.t Dutch Chl' .. rla:r•a oycr nicht, w1 

Ind inn was tharo aloo. Chnrley • f; wife wn.n taken sick in tht: nieht, nnd 

cxrJr~ar;od n Y1ish for ftomo spiritn, <md \"/1·ieht sr"s if. you will swonr -0t f) rnal 

soo1~ecy, I will c;i vo you son • Tho plodc• wa3 e;i vona..."1.d Wrieht w n t to hia 

neon unoov~rld the barrel, drow out the pl!'ecioua :;tuft , n.nd paid his b1l+• 
in the na(l.n t Jrn ths Indian 'tak1Jl1 it t:i~ nll the time. The Indll.in would 

not tu;e !.ho liquor, but :-;tarted for thu £1.{)0ncy, nnd after eettine eotting 

throuch tho wnoda, m:ido for the lnko '1hic h .1us twonty milen, bat he di3-

tanced Wright by ton mile a, tolgd l~r. Everts what Wright wastd•ing, nnd ber1 

not1!i•d tho oornm1tteo, und thoy started and et Ylright f1To miles out, 

rloyed with him a while, ho donying the whole busin••• bui the co.11m1t••• 
made a arch, round. th r•port correct, rolled th• barrel out, knocked in 

the head, and Atarted hOM, Wr-iuht 1"ollowJ.ng, lauc hlnt;ly 1nying it ·••• a 

eooll Jnk• on th• wh1•k•1• 

othing ot int•re1t took place from thu.t tizr: til th• 20th ot Au•u••, 
10~2. On th• night ot th• 19th I heard r.una at n. small lake orth er llJ 

place, but it was so oownon thu.t I t.hou8ht nothin13 ot it. My wite wn~ •1-.k 

'tll bod with a severe cold sh*! had caught frorr.: being out in n storm, and I 

had sat up n.11 njt::ht with~ At 6 o'clock I cn.ll•d my children, and na th• 
" oldest(at hozn-.,) on ... rne down stnirs sh~ said, "Pa there is a whole l.ot. ot 

I 

Indianr-> H•1nc through our oorn tield, and two of them ar-~1 ta.kine down our 

fence." I went down to the field, u..11d when within spenking distnncesaid, 

""ha.t nro you riding through my corn field .for?" They sn .. id, " Just for tun." 
" will 

I lfU.lko-d u1~ t.owa.rds them o.nd said "l m~ knock oome of your fun out o:f' 

you". Th~y hath lRuched and s:lid, "You go to the house and e•t ~om 
bretlkfnst and you will reel bett~r arter you CTet your s tomnch :r 1 lled .• • They 

th'3n :rodu on &"ld joined tho ma.in hod.y, who ha.d ridden nrnund the :!'ielcJ .• 

I went to my house n.nd told my wire that they Wfllr f1 probnbly HOing orr on a. 

hunt after -•ttng their pay, nnd w rt: faol1n0 funny. 

I stayed in tho house with m:f wi1"$ until nbout 10 o'clock, she thought 

ah could ent u. piece of toast. had no 11Ght breud, ao I s~nt my bo:r 

Arthur, lHl was th•n in his tlmth year, OYor to h.ro, i!urd' a for som br•ad, 

nbout thrl!e forths ot n m1lfl nw~, nnd a.tte~ 1 little I 3aw Arthur coming 

on a rtm, und an1d to my r.r:!te," Arthur iA terribly frightenod ivHr something. 

When Arbhur came in hl'J said the Indinns had killed Polk anJ had torn the 

f'onthor beds to pie cos n."lc.t broke overythin6 in tlHl house. I told L"l.:J wi:t'c 

thnt I would eo down to Cook' n md tell him, and ho could lot the tolkB 

know , t tho lo ·er end ot the 1 ke. i'olk hnd llad "om• trouble with .om• 

in time er1ott5h to 

save him. I ;1ent do1t'Il to CoC"1k' a, and n1 I wc.1~ e;oi:nr, up to tho house, I 

found Cook lying on his tac1t, shot through the h•"-rt, a pail ot water was 

starul1nr; on •1 ther aide of his faet, as he had e;one n.tter soM 

Indiana to drink. l then went on up to tho hous• and found evorythine torn 

to pie a•• and while taking i t•a• I he&ra t>1• Indiua r;i T• their war Who 

and th• fireine; of' n grtnt l.'ltmy 1hot1, Ro I ran ro2· hOlli8, and a•nt Arthur 

attar •Y oxon they beinH up on th• inlet or the lnke, hut 17hera no Indiana 
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nr nnt to be. I h d r). lo:.i.d ot' hny on th wabon, o.nd I piahed that orr. 

and cot 1b.nt supplitts, b~dclint;, nnd Df>ol:ing utensilc I thought I would need 

n.11 reru:ty to lo. d up, I than hurried ~Mt. of butter in the cellar, u.21d left 
~l ch 4'.S• on the 111-l#ea. Th co.M with th• oxen :ind I loaded up and 

cot ~Y wire on tll• bed on the wagon rind four ohildrel ( the oldest beintl: 

w.wey nt school~ (Utd thon ntn.rted nor·th and tool~ c.i circuitous route nd 
•truck the road 12 miles !'rom hom • lt had rn1ned nll tl10 t!m until 
o.bo11t nundo ·m whr.tn 1 t slncken ... d a little, .md I loo.ted. bnok a.t dusk and ~aw 

three pe1rsons comine on the ridt)Q, eine o.f tham wnvine som•thing at me, but 

uuppoaing thor:t to bo indiun.s I drOVfJ on and GOt to Dutch Chnrlcy • s ut 10 o~ 

clock. I had to uo thrcuch som4'J hoavy tit"?.bor to gat up to tho house, anclit 

waG .so dark that I couldn't se11 !Tf:I lu~nd hi.for my fn.ce • but I took the ropes 

which w re on viy oxen in ono hnnd nnd my gourd stick in thf3 other nnd kept 

51"111[.ing th t nnd f'inall] r aohod t hohous nJ.l right. I found. the house 

.... .,.."'----""" .... \IV.l J.JVVl' e Ti1u fire in the otove wns Gtill going 

nnd I eot my wif'o and ~ffoct3 into the house, tiod my· cnttle to the wn.r;on, 

cot zny wire and children to bed: ~l.!!d thon r.ont up ~tairs m1d to:ra up the upper 

tloor, hrenkin~ the boa.T·dr; in two n.nd 09n.lin6 ltJi the windowa ot ;vhich tl119re 

were four. I • h n oxarr.J.n•d 1ay gurus, ot which I h" d 3 ritlea and 2 shot 

t;uns, eot ther;1 r"'a.dy for U6e and. waG listeninc for the Indla.no to arrue, 
which I suppos d w:ero follo•1inu m , e11 there ·an some one ttnpped nt the 
door, ''d I says, "Who ii; there?~ and a voice 1hich I did not recognise 

Stl!f!St "Bontly" • I took my doublo barrel shot gun, atepped to tho door, wy 

bo~r 1\rthur at my bn.ck: ;;! th bitJ shot gun, unbolted thr:1 door, and liilWnng 1 t 

opon, eun in ponition. Thor ntoocl poor H<!tntly, o...Ttd throwing his nrms up 

Elli.d"ikr ro, for o<.i sa.~e don't shoot." I got him into the hou1eand lvl said 

Evorttl and Hn.tch were wlth him on the wny but h• did not tllinlc 9yerta would 

live to i;~t ther , but Hntoh might aet there ~omc time in the night, he 

said that th~J lndio.n!I h. d killod nll of tho !'olks c.."ld had lett them for 

deo.d{ thoy hud kiJ.ll)d 14 and taJ::"n 9 pricon(}r.,). I L;ot hi:J nom sup er and. 

put hitl to bod u;\d thon I ntood e;unrd all n1c;ht,But nothinc occurect. 

It had rnined all night, nnd in the 1:1orning I w rit out to the ha:1 rnoks, 

aftor eott.ing br..itt st, to get some dry hay tor my fclfa to ride on, '.Yhen 

I t;ot purt wu.y ti.own ther , I aaw isomo one dode;• hi• hand h:ick bohind a ha, 

t 

•$ k, Ml<.l I •• t. tt t he hous• U."td got 1uy gunnnd went round the ola claia 

•hanty d thero wa.1 Hateh and IYerts. Th•y hnd come in the night, saw the 

lie;hta, but dnre not vent'1re to 10• in, 1.Utd so had to Or'llWl in tht1 hay staat. 
.Everts oould h~..!"dl~· :::evs, hii.v1nc; hGen ahot in th• lU1!~18u.nd on elbow 

t\ll ahot to pieces, u.11d a isl1ot iz1 tl1t.· 11111 Joint. 1r 
.u:itch had b<)on nho t in 

th 
wri:st, cuttine; or1· nll the chords £12.t D•nily hnd a .:t'loah ,10und in the 

fore ara. I s<>t th•m into -thl houae and. d~esooed their wound:i ua beat r could 
got th•in somo bl'f;IU.kJ.'a.st, lou.do<l u1} "'''ld ...... .,u1·to·1 for I th 

..... ... ..... u Jea.vcnwor , on the Bit; 
Cotton rtyer, mld sot uu 1'or as Burns Broa. but no ono wa:i thero, und. then 

I went on to Brcn·111s and round no on there ei thor. 'l'hore '.\'nn c. ro?'d at 
BroY1?1':l, but the hi.L-1 ,.,,.,,, t l 

.. 1.4 .. no rs Eiap t :iat I thOU[;ht I would go dor111 to middle 
fora, :u1d ot), r•ettin,..,. down thoro 1 sto111)od, d t ld ' I 

u o <'Jl o tnem ,.,ould ao throueh 
tho t illlbQr tmi.i s'~o 1:!' I could g t aac1•ous. When I got down on t11a })Qt tOE! 

I 1·ound Brown's wugcon, unu l~rlns there 1'1th1n ten f•.:iot or 01.:i.ch other ""ro 

Old :.ir. Ero\fl'l, 82 yearo old,his son -.,bout 40, und u G•rman that lived up 

above them on the rivor, on ono side on tht:1 11ugon and on tho other aide 

lny thA duuehtar about :)0 yuo.ra old, horridly uutilat d. 1 wont back to 

my folks' told them wo could not 6• t ncros5 theru nnd would hav() to 6 0 to 

lower ford. So we wont on to lower ford n.z1(1 crossed over and got to 
1Aavonworth about sundown. 

:i'hore w1.'lro three ltounes, 1Colly B~·os. on the 
north sid. ot the roau, an<l Brink on the south tlide ot tlu• ro d, u.nd r drovo 

my loact to th. bnck of Br1nlc 's 11ouae , unloadod i.mtl ca.rriGd all in to th 

llouse. \Ve h<id a bubo 15 oonths olti. that frottine; ror aon~ milk, so I took 

a. pa.11 Md went down the road t CJ where ono or Brinl-:' 3 eo"Ks stood mid 5 :'1.t 

down to milk her. Directly Ar1,hur Elli.Us, "P I hear somebody tullt t.ng do,.11 

towards tho r1 v•r" a.nd I lookod u.nd a• two t•1~s co.roinD up the roa.d. r 
l16tened , ru1d diacovered thnt they wore I:dd1n.ns 1 • nine in one team a.nu savui 

in tho other. l shoved tho pail throui;h the fenc•_. cnawlod through myaclt. 

It WaG u rail fonco with n hoavy growth of wild sun_flolfwr g rowing by tho aide 

it 1 t. I curlod up in th corner umonfi tlie vreed1 'Uld. l y a till, u.nd the Indin 

COM up to where I wns lyine, nnd stopped nnd two Jumped out 01' each wagon. 

...\t firat I fenr•<l that the;r had aeen t , two or them Jttmr.ed over the reno• 

on either side of' me, took out their kn6vea and ench cut nn rmful or corn 

tor th" teams, threw it on th wagon nnd dr•Y• over to iC•lley'a houae • 
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I oruwled out through th corn field to tl14i back side or the hawae when 

my !'olka were and took my wi!o (thtt reat following) out b ck into little 

.Tnok On~~ Grov , about 15 rods t rom \?bflre tho hourH' 4tood th n I curried th• 

I\ n r. 1 ,; i ,_. .. '• ._._ ---- ..,,,..AV•AI 

.1Ul 'rns still a.t KtaJ•Y' s houa•, but there wv.s a bri~h t light, antl I 
cro.wlccl out into the com, croaae<l the road nnd crawlttd up to the baak 

!ndow ot ICelley ' a house, the sash being broken out I 11stened to them' and 

w tchcd thom . There "A.·are two of thom down cellar handina up pork to two 

others that were on th• .tloor, and some moro wero up stairs gatting flour. 

Whilo liaton1ng to their tal.k, I learned that t i1e country between us and 

town wn.s nlive with Indiruis, uottinu supr,11ea tor the \'la.rriors. I cra•l•d 

back to m;; family, und ab out 12 o'clock thay c&..me out and shot n two ywar 

old hoifcr, cooked whnt th~y nntod, co.roused a '1hilo v.nd the1i lay down on 
-

tho eround rJ1<1 went to sleep. 1 stood. 6UArd until daylight Ol' b r •ak of duy, 

and ihen twisted a. hay ropG • ~·1ound 1 t around the tonpe of tho wagon, got 

a '1.' nco ar:.11 <md. stuck throuc;h ach pair of \vhools, lon.dod up, o.nd wa.s about 

to otart, wh n I diacovorod that Bently had tnken tl quilt and al\'.1nod ott 

to nnothor 6rove. I st rtod s outh, hauling th13 load with the "7'heols locked 

fo;,· 2 l/2 m1lea, n."ld went into a chain of oloughs rumtin.s into the Little 

Cotton Wood river, having to make about 1 1/2 miles 1n :Plain aight ot the 
Indiana; but ViO wero not discov•}red , as th y were • ..,...., acleap. Vie 

wont ovol" in to tho aloughnnd stopped, and I i;ot our lire4.U:taot, mid while 

do inc; so, I loliked up ru1d sn.w Ban tly with th quilt corr:inG down the ridge 

M:.r firnt i.m.pulso was to shoot hil:l, n.nd I picl~od up my rifle, but my w11'e 

la.id httr hand on r:r; arm nnd so.id,S "Do not. do unything you will he sorry €of'" 

I laid down the gun, and when he own up I a.r;kod h1t1 ~hore ho hu.lt be n, o.nd 

h sni(l t htt.t lHJ Wa:J afraid thut th babe would cry, or the dog would lru.rk 

ond cn.11 tho attention of the Indinna to us. I wns so provoked thn.t I could 

hardly contain cyselt, as ho w4aabout thtt only ona that could do n.nythint; 

excopt myself, in tho party. After brenktnat we sta:rttld Vlld traveledon, nntl 

nbout 11 o' clocl' we naw nom<!t Indian•. They had taken Dutch Chnrley' a folk• 

pr1aonc,r:-:, had tho tock, t wn/ wife a.nd four children. Chnrloy had gone te 

u settlarn to f1ntl out 1! ho could gat into Uew Ulm and. th• Indiana, l 0 o! 

I 
{ 

..... ' · had \M:en hi• :r.a ly. There "" ... 20 er 30 whit• O\\t '•r:rina 
\he dNill •d 'h• indianfl aaw the• ad l•tt th• tAllily &• ta•' • their p.-ii•• 

ceuld oarrr thea, ltut aeiiher 1>arty anw 111 and we did ncit ••• the wl:t1 ,. •ft. 
l(v' eatil• ••r• Y•ry tleahy, and th• bow• ~•ins too a11all th• ott o • neck 
bii6iill t 0 git vfi rf H rii anu 1 t WU.ii hard 'Work i; O r;;e t him nlong • • f;G t 

within 12 milen of Hew Ulrn and could fIO no further, tor tho ott ox had 

lo.in down M•t.t l!S ro4 troa a ljttle whit• aab groYe, on th• Little Cotton 
Wood river. I chap~d back the near- ox, held th• oth•r ond o:r th• yoke 

myaelt, and 1n this wa,y drow th• wagon down 6nto th• grove. We talked the 

matter ovor and concluded that I had bett•r go into llew Ulm tor help,• o I 

baked •nouGh bread to last until I could get back, and in th morning as soon 

us it wn.s light enoueh, I atnrt d. and went straight across th'! country, pus-

n1ne s•vcral houaea, and at one place I saw tour dead bodies, the rather, 
tho mother, the son, and the 6 year old <iO.ll{;ht11r, th latter aa**t.g been 

nailed up to the side of the house, nnked, arms u.nd. limbs extended, and 

lnrse ntl.ils driven throui;h hrmda and !P.et. I h sti1ned on , hn.d to swim the 

•Ag Cotton Wood river, but sot a.cross all right, w•nt through the ti?. er 

on th~l blufrs bn.ok or Mew Ulm, and. tr om there I anw so build in1• burning 

and n large body or Indinns malc.S.ne !or N&w Ulm. I "«:ent aoroaa th• road, 

and 1 too d on a. ll\rge L'lOtmd t ~md wan l ool::inB at them. I wns nbou t 15 rod fro 

the dug wny running do'W?l into new Ulm when I h ard sor:io yells b•hind me, 

and on looking rouncl saw about 75 indiru1s not more than 65 rod orr, coming 

out of tho rayi.ne. Two of them startod for• n.nd I rnn for th• dueway. 
Just~ l\fl I tUJmed the corner two shota were fired, ~..,d were rntber too close 

to be comfortable, but be ing :!holtered by tho timb~r I tlucce •.)ded in gainin6 

th• picket;t•. Thoy drove tha p1cketta into th• town nnd in lena than ten 

minutea the town was surrounded by th• !"iend1, d th•r was no way for me 

to e;•t bn.ck to my tamil;y and w•und•d aen. I was compell•d to stay in town. 

Th• oi tizens and tlv1 p•ople from the aurroundint.> coun•ry, o.11 sot 1n•o 

the btaRinesa part of the tewn, and baro.cndnd it the b••t thoy could witll 

loo•• aaterial; but the ind.1ana kill•d and wounded n great many. 

There waa a commen in1ide of th• toWl'I which wns paoked full ot hor••• Mi 

waaona, and oxen, tu1d th() people were in mere danger rrom th••• than :rrom 

the indiana, nr.; they all atn:npeded when th• 11tt ck w s •de, nnd went •P 
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in St., in m ly cn:H!J:> tnk1nfi th, waeons with them. Th dog t>artook 

ot tho pantidimoninum, b1t1nt~ evf.>rythini'-; they came within reach or, and thero 

wer c n nre detniled to ahoot o.11 th" doao in tho town. There was the 

besot chnnce to aco the dirferont t&mperL'lont:s or tho huwnn raca, thn.n nany 
circumstnncE> 6n my li:fe ot 70 yenrn. 

d occupiod by a I' r. :i·'uller, whrJ 'ruo in th<i mtrcantile bus1noas, and run 
. a eenornl fitor&, 111 tho bricl: bu1l ..11:n5. I hud worn n pair or mocoasina from 

ho , &HI tho pra.irio enaBs hnd cut tham a.11 to pieces, and l~~r. J~uller 11 

notlco:tng thor.i , nsi~cd me to come ovor to tho etore and put on D. pair of 

$hoes. I went with h1rn, tho £Jtorc wa.n croT1dod with no1nen looking tor 
safe plnces, ~ct uhile w weriJ elbowin5 our wey to the ho.ck of tho atore 

ho onllad .tn'J a:: tent ion to 9o.tao wornen b11h1nd. tho ooun tor, skirts rn.isod, putt in • 

1J1"fL.Y ing, some 
laughin3 <..t: 11' fronziod, nomo naarin15, v.nd othors sitting n.s ~f nturiified. 

Out on tha 3 troo t, .sori'lo wt1ro runnini; aa if c1~n7.ed, cal line f 01· somr. lov•d 

on•, a..'1d there wer.s other:.l v:ho hud to b,~ lockod lip to keop t!ter;: tro;" run-

ning nr.-:one th~ indin.n • I mo.do myself ns usoful a5 I could, not hnvine <41Y 

of 1~ gun8 v;i th e. Th-::i COI11'tl'-'1.der of the tO\'i'n had placed 30 men in fl. e;rt&t• 

mill on n bench or lnnd runnine pa.r.nllol to th town, <u1d Just back of tho 
toT,'ll. '11hese man all h d the best eun.s, ·but at .::.hout 2 o'clock and one ot 
thorn mndo his wv.y do .n to the town ni"ter r.omo more, but on his wn:;1 back, 

tho 1n<lilllls knowing v~ry w ll what he \'lri.s cnrrying, 3hot a:nd killod him. 

Another· ma?1 . ns W1.'nnd11d in the att•1mptto carry o.munit!on up thore, and 

Judge !i'lendwew ask m to tr-; 1 t. Ho said. that the men would a.11 bo lcilled 
it th y could not t some L'lOre runrrumi ti on up there. I told him 1 would 
tr/ to c•t there if he ·NciUl<l plac" soma men to protect me. Th"7 mlln -. ro 

pl ced 0..'1.d I took c~ peck baBket 011 ny arm Qlld sta:rttld, koep1ne as un:stoady 

a gu to ns I could, <llld yet uulcG headwa.7. When I wa.r; nbout 2/3 or tho w:.iyup 

t1:~ inctirms s nt so .. :e ~hotfi nftor r;ie, ona coin,s th11ough n1:r ho.ir, which I 

wortJ lone, rmd o.notheir }Hc.saitJ,g through my sleov•i hut I got up ull r•1ght, 

and wus not hindered on the way down • .At <.lurk the 1ndinns •topped their ttre-
iug, oxc pt u sin~lo ahot now and then. 

In 'h• Mming, Juat at d., break, a r. ftttl• , John,W ttht, and ~­

.. it wwr• sent to th• north west ot the tewn te tir• ao .. building• wtlieh 

th• 1ndiatt$ had used io rir• !rGm, and as ,.. got part or th• way th•1 ... ua 

and cut us ott, nnd w. 1:a.ade tor n little ravine run.'1!ne to tho river. We 

got there , and Wrisht could not 1wim ao I wacled into th9 water until I could 
not touch bottom, then awaa until I oould touch, then went b ck n.nd told 
lfrir:;ht to put his ha.nd on r:iy shoulder• and I would tow him a.oroaa, but 

h• got 1'r1ghtan6d whoii ha couJ.d no longer touch bottom, and began to struggle 

mid we both went to tho bottom when we went do\m the ••cond time I manaGed 

to kick him orr and s•t to the aurfnc just in time to watch hold of his 

~ir and llr Tuttle came to tho roacue, and we towed Ylrie;ht to tho :xhore 

r.nd took him under u hieh bank. Thfl india11s fireing at us from the big 

ound on the othar side ot tho big slough that emptied into tho river below, 

the b lln h11;tin0 the bunk ovor us. We rolled ';Vricht a.bout until we brought 

e broutSht him to censo1<>usness, nnd left him lying with his head down hill 

while we nt Ul' streaa to ;·. ravi1H1, crawled up on the ride m-id 'r:atchad 

tho indinn:i until tha:r w,,nt back, than we went.hack to WritJht nnd t'ound him 

si ttin6 up WDnd8r1ng hov fte coltid lenvo him. Wo got h1m np in the t1mber 

and lay there until a.bout 10 o'clock, th~n Yle atnrted i'or !It. P'3ters. When 
:re hnd Bone nhout 5 r.iil 3 we found. a gorman who wns nl.most n ravins manio.e • 

Ho wuo frorJ llew Ulm, but 1 t wo.3 not wi tho.tat a sood d al of urcinc; and pulling 

thut wtt got him to go with ua, and tina.lly cstruck the rngd runninr; from 

Fort Ridgely; and went on a.c fnr as Swan Ln.Ice, but there was n. btlnd or 
IndiunA nhoad or uo, burn1115 the ~•ttlftr':i houae1, so we got out into 

n .slough vre1t of thtt ettlemont. e hn.d to watch th german all th time 

to keop him from l•avinG us, and in coing so tar to avoid th 1nd1ana, we 

had t;ot beJ.ow whtire we had <>UGht to have struok for 3t. P6t•r•, d here 

ri£;ht gu:ve out and aaid he could not go :further, no we concluded that I 

had bft ttor c;o 111 art~r a team, rmd I otarted, nnd eot ~beut two r.iiles on the 
way wh•n I snw so1na horettmen. They w•ro goine pnr 11•1 with t and I pulled 

oft my shirt nncl sit;na.lled th•m. Sctein11 m they o · to M•t me, nni 

on e•tting nearer, I discoYttred that it was o. acouttng party, nhead or a 
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reeulnr compMy :rro.1.1 the tot' • Tb.r 9 ot them went ba.ck w! th 1.c.c, n.."ld three 
or them ent bnck to tho campm111, got a. team und. caiH after ua, and toe& lll 
1ntu St. Peter15. Thct commi tto• .ror looking nftor th~ 0011tort ot tlle reftugeea. 

I 

, took u~ to v. hl\t1.tl e..--id ordered supper~ for u.s. It soon speard a.bout ot 
our a.rri v•l, and !!!rs. r ... \Jftb, the woman that had boen board ine my oldest 
151rl while oh• wns WQ from school • had come to St. Pet•r• on th• previoua 
'1edI1enda.y tnk:f.ng ?n:J daue;htcr with her, rutcl on henr1.ne of ourarriTal in tO\"m 
by one of our old noighbors, G orr;o Smith, they sont Lnmb nft•r 148. 

I -:rent over tho9 i·• i:.nd f owtd the In in a larc;a building \'lhera there were 
70 p~rions, ull tha cooking w .$ done in a nunber 8 stove. I hardly know 
wh.1.ch was t}Hl J?Otst plen.ned, 111'/!;elf 01· the i.)irl at our meeting. ThGly ho.d 
auppoaod thcit we vro:re all lcillcsd, ns thn.t was th1J news tbat Srni th l!O.d 
brought in on his coming. In the mornine I went betort.l Gen'l Sibl:r for a 
pnsa ao I could go and look f<n .. l'l'.'/ fr..mily, but he utterly refu.tled me. There 
wer .. si~: other men who hnd. loft thelr fnmilior. otusid.a n.nd wanted to go 
a.tter ther.i. I ntaid until tho no:xt ••••11 morning r...nd. thf;n tho l"'eople 01' 

acqua.intnnc~, a"ld they ~.r ~a not r~ few, cathored around m& nnd. we w&nt ilo 
hi n off'ico udn I ctt?.mnnded a pa:1s. Hft said ho could not let nn nbla hodi<id 
man l e1lvo thb he ~1ns ~nro the indians h~.d rneyed w11t11t. I told hirJ that I owuld 
toro• rr:.; wn!! ont the9n, a ... ""ld tho crowd Chllered , n.nd ovon forcod the guard 
bn.cl':: in the hnll. FinnlJ.y the n0n cral ordered the olerk to wri to paeHen 
tor r;~e •md the nevcn ot!1er , r .... ~d Wfl s tn1·ted tor r.;ankato. Thertt 1. lau.rnod 
rrom rui. e.cqunin t~uic , that r.zy :fa.rrJ.ly had Just bl)4n broueh t in by s or:-1e 

l!lou'.'..diora, and I found thor.:i in .'! hon pi tal. My "ire wan unoon~oious o.nd died 
thtt n xt morning at Z o 'oJ.ocl~, ru1d Yf.\.s buY-riod in the cero.etry at t~ankato. 

Tho l dies or th.~1 Tinin! t7 w1.lre ve!"J e;ood to me and my children, but 
I ong thirty oth ra started tho next mornin5 for E-.rotn, Oll:lstno.d County, 

innoRota. 

1'hio is the plnin r eta, und if undor thn current or my life, I have 
written nothing of th~ !iv niahts without n rJomentis al••P• or my hol.14' 
brokon up, of. L'l'/ witc • the dcrline of Drl life, dead • Amid all th• wild 
froeht tu1d hurry of baille cnne in cruel d11tinctneso, \la· ey tortur'( miJMl 

, 

, 

th• ann ot ~ su1'1'er1n& "ite, and. t.h x..oat lJititul c1·1 of cy baby giz·l. 
Oh? You •:ho :; tand b}· yo11r leYfld one& aa they ti~:st~ i:ain on aoi,t 

pillow•, vii th every nppliance of h•tf u.r1d home co1lfort, think of m1 wite, 
alone in th• woods, w1 th three l'IOttnd.ed 

doctor, lmd no nurse. Ho·u could I save h~r, how could I raaeh her, ~.aa th• 
ever pr&Tnil!ng thcuc;ht of my mind, u.athe cry of' the t>fficers urgins their 
men, th~ wn.ilinf~ or women, l! .... "1d tt.o nt:aii.r1nc; ot Mn, r.1lnsled wi tl~ the fierce 

I shout o! tho Indians. l?or y-earn a.11d years I havo dr1a.r.1ed o! thnt time, 
of our home, zo ploa1ant , dJl si:;ar.i.i:lgl)l secure, thr.l yard :Cu.11 of flowers 
which my wife had planted, tho June sun Ghinine so bright r.s rr..y baby girl 
ot:me to oeet m , und the sir;ht or my sweet wi.fc's smiling to.ce at the door 
to ;rnot m•, nnd then to awnkc n."l:i raa.lize that I had bE':en robbBd of my 
w1fo nr.C: hooc, ;:.nd r.ras loft with five childron, the oldest only 12 yonrn, 

Or" P- ohnvH1C - - - -···-·o- rlf' r.. i nf-1._.,,.. -- --""' ..,,. . ....,,...,. 
merciful Qod, I haYe raised nll Jn'/ child:rtrn exc pt one boy • "A'hO tlied. tho 
ye~r o.!'tor hiE: mother, to noble r:!a:nhc10C! end wor.:mihood, to be tho st.n.y of 
z:iy d-JclininD yo;:.rr;, i·.r.d I trt11.~ly believe that 1..1:.1der nonth all po.i~.1 a.nd ~:rong 

their i::; a i1ov1ar to t!n.ke all tninc;n right and just, in Gode good ti1;1c. So.:111 

31u:is•r ~ornins I ohu.ll r.l~et th. ¥:ire ot ';:/ :rou.th, d in ths Joy of that 
mcetine,~l pain o..nd pcrting dll bo for(;otten andths cumz;ier mornir.g cmmot. 
be i'a.r :;.way, THNn< GOD. 
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rative dictated by A&ron J(y•r• 
t•lli of hi• •Kperisncea in the 

ioux •aacre. For furth•~ detail• 
••• Jl9. lY. rree ondence, 1922, 
under tbe naae of Fred Myer•. 
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Narrative diot.:.:.t.'ed by Aaron. Myers 
telling of hie experiences in the 
Sioux Massac re. For furthe:· details 
see Ms. Div. correspondence, 1922, 
under t.=.. e name of Fred Myers. 



c \.J. 

• > • 
.. . .... . .. -- . I .. 

I ean 1 ~ re r•~r 4a\e1, b•\ f _....ct to Polk Co 'y n .. ontln, \'>n the 
It. Croix li•er, frOM U\e ltate of Sew Tel'k, I had 11••4 tlleN alteut twe 79ar• 
wb•n the DeD\a 1.88' Ce11pan, create' a •onet•r.able exeit•••' allo1lt I. '9b\a, 
'1Ma a \errl\er7. I, with •l•T.-i ether• ••8ht the D.Jle\a teftr and •t readr ud 
•\ar•e4 tor Tanton on \he Mte....rt •t•er, and pro~r••••d finely until we reaoh•' 
Ce\ton 11oo' !Dab. Ov party had p1c:Q4 up a fM1il7 oonaiating et a widow, cla\Whter, 
a eon in l•. 11nd t"o eone; and we alto 1ot in eo111pany wt th a part7 from llantorTill•, 
•nn., •ho were goln& to Tanton alao. It I rem •ber rt•tl7 there weN e i(htMn 
p•riollli in their part7, ssidn~ thirty-aix in all. We CaMped at the lake for the 
night, 'l'hst wa• about ten mil•• from MadAriQ. on the Ilg Souix li••r where the 
Dekota Land. Co111pan7 had put up a black ho•• and X.,,t a man or two there to hold. 
the claia. In the .. antlme, moet ot their men from louix ?all• and other point•, 
not at Ml•·ria, about thirty in all, Pre• De Witt \einc1the number, nnd at the 
In•ie• clai•d the land vwhere •darla wa• located, the7 cau in a lar~ body to 
dri'Ye the 9tit•• ott their territory, Rnd had camped on A ri4*e about two nil•• 
west of Ma4-ria, the ni«ht that we c~ed at Cotton Wood Lake. 

Dl1P1. t t hearing from an Indian who had pa•••cl u1 the da:r before, that a 
large partljwere on their way to Madaris, •ent hi• beick wit~ line telling u1 that it 
we 1'"1lt•d to get in we muet be\in ha1te, for the Indian• would probably co~• down to 
the houee •oon, •o we coun•ell•d together and msd.e up our •ind• to go 8head, !'be 
M.ntonill• boy• had a ten gallon keg of gin which they eunk in the head of the lske 
before we left, but the Indian• did not "~l•at ua, only told ua to go back, IUld sa•• 
the Madar1a bo71 eno~h to latt until they got back to the s.geno7. We went hack to 
the head of the !ig Cotton Wood ri••r where the Dakota Land C011pan7 had atatloned 
.. n to hold a Count7 !own tite, our part7, or moet of them, took clai .. , while the 
MantorYill• crowd etruck louth for Souix CitT. 

I broke •o• ground and put in a garden and some potato••, Mid left two 
young an on 1117 claim, and went bAck a.tter my famil7 on the l!th da,y ot S.ptemb4tr. 
We •tarted for Saratoga, at the head of the Cotton Wood 11Ter, ha•ing one w~gon, 
two pair of horH1, a teAJll of cowa, which I had brobn to drawali@'J.it mpring wagon, 
al90 my family, wife and four children, bedding, tent and cooking uteneila. We got 
through the last par~ ot October and found the boye •ery anxioua, as their sq1plie1 
were nearly v.one. The famil iea I had left had p;ot diecouragsd and were ,;oing to mo•• 
down nenr Ne·.v Ul.11 10 all the n•iBb.bora we hae waa ?Ir, In~l• from Witcon•in, with 
four children, but we concluded to make the beet or it, and 1t~7ed, The nw.n which 
li••d on the County !own Site c&me to liT• with ua, r.nd we P-;Ot alon" nicely, ·~nd 
Hnt one tenm to work on the pinery, but we neTer aaw the te,.m or dri••r aa he sold 
out and joined the armu, !he folla.inp; spring we P,Ot out of nour, "nd the water 
Wo!!.t •o high we couldn't get any, ao • liTed on milk, tiah and green•, tor two ..... k•, 
and then I •tarted below on foot ewimnlng the etreame, There I fo'lmd Charle• Ho .. a, 
the Illllil carrier wt th some mul••, I obught •on nour and com meal from n. farmer 
near LeaTenworth, a• I could not get down to New Ulm, I ~ot two clo the• line• and 
tied the two eacka to the mules and homet and I •tarted tor Saratoga, We swam the 
mule• acroes four atre8.Dla, pulling the n.our end meAl acroea, We ~ot home on the 
third night and had no more trouble in that direction for I kept a auuply on hand. 

When we had li'Yed there about two year•, the Indiana bdgan killing a 
white 11an now ani then, about forty-ti•• jll•• below on the Cotton, but did not 
ditturb ue, but we had plenty of th9m around us, and in the timber and aometins one 
or two would •l .. p on the n.oor in our hoUAe. In the winter the Indian• got into a 
drunk OTer at I,•1se !beteck and om Indian ~T the nw of 'l'ene-epa-kah would not 
drink and after the other IndiRn• shot thro\W,h the teppee 1uppo1lng they were •hooting 
him, but in•teftd, they •hot hit daughter W.nona, he being hi~n in the woods. The 
Lab w111 ten mil•• from our houee, but the mother pulled down the teppH ttnd pacud up 
and made tor our hoU11e, Wenona following with a charg9 of ~k ehot in her hipand e1d9, 
reaching our house about daylight, We tock them in and I took thirtyseven 8hot out or 
her •id• and hip, and kept her for two ~••kt, and 1ent h•r down to the '-agency .,,1th an 
ox team alxt y-fiT• mil••, About the last of May John· Benaher took my 6xi1n and went 
down to New Ulm after suppli••, and on hi• way home the Indione killed him turned the 
onn looee, took what they wanted of the auppl iet, and thre .. , the reet into the ri••r, 
and w did not find John for two welt•, He wa1 the man who li•ed on the town •it• 
before Q moYed there, ffoNI W&I 8~0pping to our hOUle at that time and he pt 
tri~tened &nd wae going down, belo. , •o we would be lett e.lone ~• In~l• h8:d mOTe4 
down near the 1t~ncy, 
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My wife .rid I . de aided to mol'e OY•r to Lake 9Mteok and the Mitl•r• at the lake took hold and helped u1 n:cTe, Lllnl I dicl con1id.er11Lbl• tr•411'~ with t.H Indiand. '1'h 1ettl•r• had mo•tly on the Z.et aide of the lake, ~nd I took a olaia >· on the north encl, 'lfJ1 n••r••t •iAbbor bein1t about '111'9• tovtb• ot a ni11• .,q, Jll went well o.nd in perfect harmo1l7, "• 1• u1ll*ll7 the cs•• in a n1w comitr7, ~nd we had ny ~od ti s to~ether, but 1~ th• winter ~ party ot Indian• killed ~n ox tor John Wright ~ut that w&a tNI obly occurAnc• to mol••t u1. 
Th~ ~~eon~ ~prtn: ! li?ed ~t the l~~; t~e 1cun~ mer., 9.::. Cl~rk c.~~ Chee. Wamban, came to the 11'\k• • tU'ld were among ua more l••• until the fir• t of June I h ired Charley t o dig A cellar under my hou.e, l\nd while he ~-~ there I tbo~t I would r:o to New Ul m for suppli••· So Mr. Jones, on• of rq n•1' rei;t •i~ahbore and. I went below . 'l'he aecond day a fter I le ft, Clark oame q, t.o 111' hoUH, he h1u1. bHn dr1nkinv. ft?ld he aaya to Ch~rl~y, "I w~nt a ••ttlement on then ,;eoda." It aeemed thnt th~~ hllld ~tol•n aom• amnunition and trinkets at Peter•. 'l'hey got into s quarrel nnd Cl Ark 1nid thAt be would kill ChM"l••i ,'hut my wife be~P,ed him to go ·ho• .nd aettle it 1101re other tiu and he •rent awaT• After Cltllrk had gone a•7, Char1•1 ent down to Lamb'• to get. eome cl•~n cloth••• ~nd h• took my rifle with him ~nd eaid he mir,ht get n. chance to kill a gooae. Clark 1qv1 him •• he wa• f\01n , followed him nnd tr ied to kill him while he wne in lt\rtb 11 ho119e. Mr. lAmb Tlent out ~nd ~fter a hard atrur.v,l• 1ucc eded. in tekin~ Clark'• ~ from him. Clark then ~•nt to Mr. S:n1th'• houae 11.nd took hi• eun, Smith and Joel Parlllllt• ut in the hou1e, but did not dare interfer.. Olllrk had token ort hi• cloth•• and ti•d his ahirt on for a brech clout. He r en t back to Lari'b'• MnCI tried to f,9t another ahot a.t Chsrley. Lnn.b ~ent out 8 nd aucceeded in getting th~ eecond gun trom ·him, then Clftrk anid h• would ~o oTer to Red Wood 21 n! the Indi ii.n11 to cone h._ck nnd kill l'lll the wh1 te a a t ths Lake, but h• went un to Mr. Cook' 1 ""nrl thei ~n sh!\dowed h1m, n n! arter d(l.rlc thioty ~:ent away I ' ~ • JI - ' A T-\. --'-'-• ---~ ~- ·~- '\.--L -~ ~~-.. . - ..... r._ _ ,..\,.. ... \......-. ... -- - - ----:~: M,'r.,1 ~nr..r ... ~.,•• f'ii.\ot. VVl,'&c, l'i'.., •fl;t&V - ... Vlf~ '\J\.J "''"Cl Voft'VTt V .. "UC» -· ""'""" - \ -- .,.. ••V "4...,_ ....... c.9 w...-11- • f . . house, tbe window-~~ rniced, "nd Clark •~t there before th• 8tcn'e. Wrip,ht told Ch~rl•Y to l!iT• it to him and he ~id, ~nd Cl~rk fell down to the tloor, The p~rty ni•d• a boa and burried him th~t ~i ~ht, and ae Jone• and I were comin~ homt from Ne~ Ulm we met John Yr ir.:ht, Mr. Snith, a ,7 • .l!!:flldon from 8ou1x 1'All•, ~nd. Ch,...rl17 with nn ~rticle which th~y h~d drnwn U~ Rt~tin~ the f~ct• in re~~rd to k1llin~ nf Cl~rk, at&ting why they did ao, p re eented it to me nnd Jone• ~nd ~~nted us to e1p,n it~• nll the other eettlera hnd done. Nei th•r uf u• would Yor.fee• to a murder we hnd had nothing to do with, And they bl~nwd ue nd ~Ade Bome Tery •~•c~•tic 1'9l!l1\rks, ~ • they •~id they b~d don• it in th~ defence of the aettlera, e.nd were ~ing to Chsrl•Y ~ h•f'ore the Judlr,ft of Brown County w1 th the •te.tft!l'ent whi•h they thour,ht \\·ould clear 

him, and so it did. 

Charl•f Cl\tne back to the lake but 1oon left for part• unknown, but th• eettler• h~d it in fo r Jone• "n~ Hurd and n\fftelf for a ~hil• but all pAnsed of! and nothinp, di1turb?d us until the next epring, w~n John Wrinit colrln'*nced telling liquor to th• Indian•. We cnlled a treetinR or the eettlers, Wr1r,ht •a• prenent, pa• ed reeolut1ane pro'hi'hit lng :>11 perttona from selling or bringi.n~ ?Mlt liquor• to the lnke except ror pr1Tt1te uae, nnd hAd then pbbl iabe4. Wright iM!•d.iately went below bought " bt1rrel .&Tld pncked it in a ho-::1he"d· On hi• vu,.y ho•• , he stopped at Dutch Cha;l•Y'• oTer nip,ht, an Indis n wa9 there ftlso. ChArley's wife wPs taken aiok in th• nimt n.nd exnreaMd "'wi eh f{)r GO~ apirlte, ond 'lriP:ht enya 1.t you will .-enr eternal aec.recy I will P.iT• you eorr.e. The pl ed.P'e ,,,l'l• given and Wripht went to hi• wa.,,.on, ,-1c::11 uncovered t he b Jrrel, drew out th• p recioua at'4it' ::ind pliid hi• bil 1. In the n-.&ntim• the Indi n• tRking 1te~• Pll the t im11. The IndiAn would not u•e thft liquor, but at a rted for th~ ~t;11ncy nd sfter gett1nr through the woods, m de for th~ lnke which was tw•nty miles, but h• diat:.inced Wrimt by ten mil••, told Mr. !Tert1 "h"°t Wrir.'ht wn.1 doin and EYert notified tlie committee "'"" they •t~rted. "nd met. WriP')lt five mil•• out parl tiyed with him n w\'\\le, he deny1n~ thl'l whole bua intea 'hut the oomnittee miid• • aeArch nnd fo'lm~ thl'l report correct, rolled th~ barrel out, kno•k9d in the he~d, and. itP.rt•~ ho , l'riv'li t following, lau~inlJlY eayini:i; it wtto a p;ood ,joke on th• whiakey. • 
Noth1np; of interePit took plAce from that tirre unt11 the 20th of' .Auau1t 1962. On th• nio,ht or the 19th I beior~ f"Un• at eD"All l ~ke north of my pbace, but 1t -WA• ao OOOll"'on tbao.t I tho~ht nothing of it. My wife •"n •ick in bed. with a ••Yer• .: colt'\ •h• had cnu~t f'rom b9inR out in 111 etorrr, 1'nd I had eJllt up I'll nirht '.\' ith h111r. At a1x odlock I cnllec my children •nd. !'I. I the oldest (at home) CJ1J.me d.C'lwn ttair• •he aaid, "Pe ther~ 1• •whole lot of Indinns ridin~ throur,b oxa«XCorn field, l\nd two of them t'lJ'I! tirtk lnre dC'wn ou r fence." I went. Clown to the .... iel.d Rn".! ~hen wt.thin 1pe1ak1ng di•tanc; • a id, "ltl•t you ridin~ though my corn field f(lr?" They •"id, "Just tor fun." I wnlked up towArd PI them t-nd •A-id, "I w1l l knock some of your run out of' you. 

• 
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Th!y both laughed and •aid, "You go to the house end get some breakfast ~nd you will feeo better after you get your ato1m1.ch filled." They then rode on and joined the main body who had ridd9n aroi.md the field. I went to my houae end told my wife that they were probably going off on a hunt after getting their pay and were feeling t"urlnJ. 
I 1tayed in the ou1e with my wife until about ten o 1cloci ~nd she tho~t 1he could eat a piece of. toast. We had no light brea~. so I sent my boy Arthur: he was tgeh in hi1 tenth year, over to Mrs. Hurd'• for 1orne bread, about three-fourth• a mile avrA:f, and after a little I 1aw Arthur coming on a. run and taid to my wife, "Arthur 11 terribly frightened over aomething. When Arthur came in he 1aid that the Indian• bed killed !olk and had torn the feather bed• to piede• and broke eTerything in the house. I told my wife that I would go down to Cook'• and tell him, and he could let the folb know at the lower end of the lake. Foik had had 10U1e trouble with some of the Indiana before but I ha.d been there at that time in time enough to save him. I went down to Cook'• and !!.I I was going up to the hoU!le, I found Cook lying on hie face, thot through the heart, a pail of water wa1 atanding on either side of hie fee, ae he had gone after tome water for the India.n1 to drink, I then went up to the hcuee and found· everything torn to piece a end while taking i tem1 I heard the Indians give their war whoop and the firing of e great many 1hot1, 10 I ran for home, e.nd sent Arthur after :ny oxen theyl:eing up on the inlet of the lake, but where ho Indian• were apt to be. I had a load of h~ on the wagon and I piched that off, and got what supplies, bedding and cooking un•naila I thought I would need all ready to load up., I then burried 30wt of butter in the cellar, and left 21 chee1e on the 1helve1. The boy can1e with the oxen and I loaded up end got my wife on the bed on the wagon and four childrenfthe oldest being away at 1chool) and then started north and took a circui tou.a route and struck the road 12 mi!•~ fTom hinl@,. It had rained all the time until aoout sundown when it elackened a little and I locked back at duak e.nd 1aw three persons coming on the ridge one of them ~aving 1omething at tne 1 but suppo1ing them to be Indians I crove on and got to Dutch Charley' 1 at ten o 1clock. I had to go through 1ome heavy timber to get up to the house, and it was 10 dark I could not see my hand bellre my face, but I took the ropes which were on my oxen in one hand and ny gourd etick in the other and kept <--swinging that finally reached. the house all right •. I fo'\md the house empty, the 7 ha.d left in th£ afternoon. The fire in the stove was still gotng and I got m:y wife and effects into the house, tied my cattle to the wagon, g•tmy wife and children to bed, and then went up f!ltaire and tore up the upper naior, breald,ng the coords in two and sea.ling up the vrindow1 of which there were four. I then examined my guns of which I had three rifle• and two 1hot guns, got them ready for uae and was lis-tening for the Indians to arrive, which I supposed were following me, when tr..ere wa.a 1omeone wrapped at the door, my boy Arthur at my be.ck with his shot gun, unbolted the door, and swung it open, gunin position. There ctood poor Bently, end throwing up hia arm• said, "tt"ers, for God sake don't shoot." I got him into th~ house and he 1aid Evert! e.nd Ho.rch were with him on the way but he did. not think Everts would live to get there, but Hatch might get there aon~tilDl!'I in the night, he said that the Indians had killed all of the folke and had left then for dead (they hadkilled 14 and taken 9 pri1oner1.) I got him eome supper end put him to bed end then I stood guard all night but nothing occured. It had rained ell nig)lt, and in the mrr..ing I went cut to the hay racks after getting breakfast, to get eorr~ dry hay for my folks to ride or., v:hen I got part way down there, I saw some o .. dodge his head back behind a hay stack, e.nd I went to the house and got my g-1%1 end went around the old claim 1hanty end there wa1 Hatch end Everts. They had cozr.e in the night and saw the light1, but dare not venture to corne in, and so had.to crawl in the hay atack. 

..Q_ Everts could hardly move, having been lhot in the ankle and on elbow, all 1hot to pieces and a shot in the hip .joint. Hat dl had been shot in the wri1t, o / cutting off a.ll the cord• and Bently had a flesh wound in the fore arm. I to~ them into the houae and dressed their wounds the best I could, got them 1ome br9e.ld'ast, loaded up ar.d started for Leavenworth, on the Big Cotton river and got ae far as Burns Bor1. but no one wa1 there, and then I went on to Browns and found no one there either, T'.aere was ~ ford at Brown 11 but the hill was so steep tha.t I thought I would go down to middle ford, and on g8tting there I stopped, a.nd told them I would go through the timeber and see if I could get e.cros•. When I got dOY>'n on the bottom I fo-und Brown'• wagon, and lying tbere within ten f.,et of each other were Old Mr. Brown, 82 years old, his son about 4 0, and a gera:s.n who liYed up above on the river,on one siae of the wagon and on the other side lay the da~hter about thirty years old horridly mutilated. I went back to my folks, told 'the.t ;'\'e would got get acro1111 there and would have to so to lo"·er ford. 
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WT wit'• dd I 4eet.4e• to •Te ner M l.eJ!e ••11k _. \m ••U ... at the lake teoll: hold u4 helpet ua •••• a Jiil I •tt .... 1111ir1\l• ,.,,,._ wl'9a .. lndian4. !'be aettl•r• lle.4 ••tl7 Oft \M ••t •t• et •h• 1•, ... l \Mk a •la.la ~- on the north enl., 97 neare•' •t•ber Mine *•' •n• fewtt.a et a all• as t.J• .All went well and. in perfH\ bal'lllOftT, a• i• .. -.117 \M aaM ln a ..., •o•t17, anl. • ha4 .. ,,,. good ti•• to~ether, but la the winter a part7 •t Inctlallla ldlle4 • • tor J'obn Wright ~ut that waa the obl7 oecun.noe to meleet •· 

. The !!~eon~ !!p!'!.!'.; ! l !~=d. :t ~e l:!:e, t~c ;cltn; ==• ti:. el-.-k ~ Chae. lrpban, came to the lake, end were ... nc ua .ore l••• until the tint et,._ 
I h ired Cl!larl•Y to dig " cellar m4er 11J7 ho••, And While 'M ••• there I tho.,,tlt I • oul d. go to lfew Ulm tor 1upT'll i11. lo Mr. Jonea, one of llf' ne•r••t ett•b•r• and I went below. The aecond da7 iifter I lef't, Clark ea. ~ te .,. houe, be had bMa drinking, and h• •81'• to Charley, •I want a eettlement on then (llloda.• It •• ... 4 that the7 hAd Atol•n aome a-..unltion and trinlaet• •' Peter1. !tle7 1ot 1ntc a quarrel ond Cl 111 rk aa 1d that be 1'0ul d. kill Oharl••i ,b•t 11.1 wlt'e be,,., hi.a to so ·helm and • •ttle 1t 1oir• other tiae and. he y:ent • ..,.. After Clark had 1oae aw7, Obarl•7 went down to t.ni>'s to get •OMI clean cloth••• •.n• he to.k 11.1 rifle with hia and. 1aid he mi i;ht get a ch&nea to kill a goo••· Clark 1qw hi• •• ha ,... goin , !oll°"'•d h i m and t ried to kill him while he waa 1n I•""'• ho1199. Vr. t.mb Wint o•t ~n4 after a hard. •tr~~l• •ucc .. ~4 in teldn~ Clark'• ~ froto hla. Clark then went to Mr• S:nith •• hem• And took hi• cun. 9m1 th and Joel Paral•• .. t in the hou.M, but di4 no t dar e 1nterfeN. Clark had taken ott hi• cloth••· and t1•4 hit ahirt on for a brech clout. Re •:ent b•ck to ta:Mt'• H.nd tr1•4 te !9t 11.nother ehet a.t Char1•7· L&o.b V¥ent out and 1ucce1ded. in pttS.ng the 110C\nd run from ·him, then Clark ar..ld h• would ~o oTer t o Bed Wood a n\ th• Indirma to come back nnd kill 811 the whit•• a t th• Llk•, but h• went ~ t o Mr. Cook'• "'n11 t he men ehadowed him, nn1 after d• rk they went awq • • .a -., 'l .&-"~ --A~A. .__ . _ _..__~-->--4'-•'-~tt-tv- ~~ ~;; ;-h~~p;-in -.--vvd7.- nn_ ... , - VlJi:'t..i .a.~7-,'iiu • vaiii - llfT 4~1~ '- ... f1 \t \IV "llW Ull.UI"• V ~ "U house, the wi ndow waa r ni eed, ~nd Clark ant there before the et«We. Wri~t told Charley to giT• t t to h im and h• did, And Clark fell down to the floor, !he party mad• a boa and burried. him t h111 t mi M'I t, and a• Jone• and I were comlnv. home !rom Ne" Ul. we ut J ohn Yri,mt,· Mr. Snith, a Wr.!Mdnn fro111 louix ?all•, and 0Mrl•7 with nn article wh i ch th• T had dr Awn un Rt• tin~ the fAct1 in re~~rd to kill in~ nf Clark, atatinc wh.7 they ~i d ao, p reeented it to mt and Jone• ftn~ w~nte4 us to •1[1l';n it a• ell the other eettler• had don•. Wei ther til ua would 'Yor.t'eae to a l!'tW"d•r •• had had nothing t o do wi th , .nd they bl~med ua and 1M.de eome Ter7 •a•c~1tic HnMllrka, n• they 11t.id they h.,d done it in tho defence of' tne Nttlera, and "9re 1&1~ to Oharl•:r ~ 'be tore th• Jud~ of' !rown County w1 th th• atateroent whillh tb•1 thougbt o:t:ould clear 

him, and 10 it di d. 

Charl•7 oaM back t o the lake but 1oon left tor part• W\known, but t 1ettl•r• had it in for Jon•• and Hurd and ~••lf' !or a while but all p~•••d oft and noth1np; d i aturb?d ut until the next aprins, when John 1fri8J1t co .. noe4 ••ll1ng l iq,uor to th• Indiana . 'le cllll•d a meet in« or the aett.l•r•, Wr1~t .,.., pre1ent, paeaecl re•olut1an• p r ob1b1t1ng r ll pers ona from Mllhg or brtn1in~ 1Mlt liC\uor• to th• lake except tor priTa t e uae, and h Ad then ptibl.1ehe4. Wri&ht i-di•t.•17 went below bought .. ba.rrel and packad i t in a h or;:ahead, On h 11 WAY ho-r•, he •topped at Du.toh Charley' • o•er n1t',ht , an India n wa• there ~l•o. OhArl•1'1 wife wn• tallen a1ck in th• n18}'lt 11.nd exnr e 1 .. d e. w.l 1h fo r 100:• apiri ta, nnd 1fr1P.ht •-.r• lf you will ••• r •t•rnal 1ecrecy I 'Mil l ~i'fe you aome. The p l•d,• •a• g i'Yen and. Wrieht went to h1• wa,..on, -tt ... "':', uncOTered. th• ~rrel, dr ew out the p reoioua 1t~tl" nd paid hi• bill. In th19 ma-.nt ime th• Ind1 n• t~klng items all the t ime. Th• Indian wo ul d no t u•e the liquor, but at~rted for the ~,,ancy an d sfte r gettinp. thre~ th• wood•, -.de f'or the l ake which wae twenty miles, but h • diatanced WriWit 'b1 ten mil••, told Mr. IYert• 1'hat Wria:ht wee doin1 and Evert notified the comnitt .. ~n~ they •tarted And 11'17t Wri"'1t fiT• ~11•• out parle1ed wt th him " wh ll•, be deriyin~ the whol_e bus int•• bu t the aol'llllittee in.dll a ••~rch and found the report c orrect, r911•d tbe barrel out, lmottked hi the bead. and atarted. ho , 1fr1gl'lt follow1n~ , lau&bingly ea.yin'- it ••• a good. joke on th• whiakey, • 
Wothing o f interes t took pl~c• from tha t titre \Wlt11 the ~0th of Augu1t 1862. On the n1 ~t of the l 9t.'h I beP\rd cnin• at aWlll l ~b north of r:.y p)l~c•, but it · waa 10 oomrl'on thl\t I thowitlit nothing or i t , 117 wife*"'-• aick in bed. with• ••Y•I'• 1 cold •h• had. cau~ t f rom 'b•inR (')Ut tn a atorrr , 11nd I had. est vp .till n1•ht '!'f it'h her. At six odlock I cnllec fl"1 •hildren and "' ' the oldest (at homt) c111ma down 1tair• •h• iaid, "P• ther~ i t a wh ole lot of Indian• rldinP- throw,b o•w.corn field, and two ot them ere t~k in" dnwn ou r fence." I went down to the rteld ~nd -.when within sp1akin1 di•t&nce eaid, "Wi.at you riding thouib fD7 corn field for?• 'l'h•1 •~ id, •J\Wt tor fun." I walked up towr.rdti th ell llnd • a id. •t • 11 l knock ION 0 f your furl out 0 r you. 
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Thtf both lauch•4 and •aid, "You go to the hou1e and g•t 1ome breakfast and. you will teeo better after you !•t 7our •tom.ch f'ill14." They then rode on and. joille4 the main bod.7 who had. ridden e1.rowd the field. I went to 1DT hoU8• end told my wit• that they were probablr going ott on a hunt after getting their pay and ware feeling fu.nn7. 
I stayad in the ouae with my wife until about ten o'cloci end the tne~t 1h1 could eat a piece of toa1t. We h~d no light bread. 10 I 1ent my boy Arth'lll"; h• waa t'19n in h1a tenth 19ar, oTer to Mr•. Hurd'• f'or 1ome bread, about three-fourths a mile away, and after a little I aaw .Arthur coming on e. run and aaid to my wife, "Arthur i1 terribly frightened oTer eomething. When .Arthur came in he aaid that the Indiana bad killed J'olk and had torn the feather beda to pied.et and broke eTerything in the houte. I told my wife that I would go down to Cook'• end tell him, Md he could let the folk.I know at the lower end of the lake. Foik had had 1ouie trouble with some of the Indiana before but I had been there at that tin 1n time enough to eave him. I went down to Cook 11 and s.1 I wa1 gcing up to the ho'Wle, I found Cook lying on hie face, 1hot through the heart, a pil of water waa atanding on eithar side ot h11 fee, a1 he had gone after acme water for the Indiana to drink. I then went '.UP to the houae and found· eTerything torn to piece a and while taking 1 tema I heard the Indiana give their war whoop and the firing of e great many ahota, ao I ran for home, and tent Arthur after rt;y oxen they"t:eing up on the inlet of the lake, but where ho Indian• were apt to be. I had a. load of hay on the wagon and I piclied that off, and got what suppliea, bedding end cooking un•n1ils I thought ! would need all ready to load up , , I then burried 30wt of butter in the cellar, and left 21 chee1e on the ahelvea. The boy came with the oxen a.nd I loaded up and got my wife on the bed on the wagon and tour children.the old.eat being away at achool) end then started north and. took a. circ_~tt_o_:g,a _ _r_o_ute__!.?ld_atruck_tha.....r~-l!?.-m!-l.t!-~-f!'om-hi!!-~· ..,,..----It had rained all the t ime until al:x:lut sundo<An when it elackene4 a little and I looked back at duak and •aw three persons coming on the ridge one of them w-a.ving 1omething at me, but suppo1ing them to be Indi!tns I crove on and got to Dutch Charley'• at te~ o'clock. I had to go through aome heavy timber to get up to the hou•e, and it wae 10 d ark I could not eee Icy' hand bellr• Icy' face, but I took the rope• which were on my oxen in one ha.nd and ny gourd 1ticlc in the other and kept "-' awinging that finally reached the house all right •. I found the house empty, the 7 h&d left in th~ afternoon, The fire in the stove wa1 atill going and. I got my wife and effects into the house, tied my ca t tle to the r.agon, g•tmy wi~e and children to bed, and then went up stairs end tore up the upper na.or, breaki,ng the boards in two and 1ealing up the "'ind.ow• of' which there were four. I then eumined. my gun1 ot which I had three ritle• an:l *"o 1hot gun1, got them ready for ule end was 1 ie-tening for the Indians to arrive, which I supposed were following me, "hen there wae 10In'!one wrapped at the door, my bay .Arthur at m.,v back with his ehot gun, unbolted th e door, and swung it open, gunin position. There etood poor Bently, and throwing up hie e.rmt said, "ftrers, for God sake don 1t shoot." I got him into the h ouse end he 1a.id Everts and Harch were with him on the way but he did not think Everts would l ive to get there, but Hatch might get there aon:etime in the night, he 1aid that the Indian• had killed all of the folka and had left then for dead (they hadkilled 14 and taken 9 pri1oner1.) I got him some supper end. put him to bed. el'ld then I stood guard all night but nothing occured. It had rained all night, and in the morr:ing I went but to the hay racks after getting breakfast, to get eo~~ dry hay for my f olk• t o ride or., when I got part way down there, I 1aw some o .. dodge h i s hea.d ba ck behind a hay stack, e.nd I went to the h ou1e ar.d. got my gUle..nd went a round the old claim shanty end there wa1 Hatch e.nd Everts . Th~y had come in the night and aaw th e light1, but dare not venture to come in, and ao had.to crawl in the h~y 1tack. 

~ Everts could hardly move, having been lhot in the ankle and on elbow, all ehot to pieces and a shot in the hip ,j oint. IIat Qi had been shot in the wriat, o/ cutting off all the corde and Bently aad a. fle•h wowd in the fore arm. I t~~ them into the houae and dressed their wo'Undl!I the best I could, got them acme breeld'ast, loaded up and 1tarted for Leavenworth, ~n the Big Cotton river and got a1 far aa Burne Bors. but no one wa1 there, and then I went on to Browns and found no one th ere eith&r. T'nere wae 3 ford at »rown'• but th e hill was 10 1teep that I thought I would go down to middle ford, and on g8tting there I 1topped, and told them I would go through the timeber and see if I could get acrosa. When I got down on the bottom I found Brown'• wagon, and lying t'here within ten f<!l!Jt of each other were Old Mr. lrrown, 82 years old, hi1 son about 4 O, and a geru:an who lived up above on the river,on one siae of' the wagon and on the other side ley the da'l:ghter about thirty year• old horridly mutilated. I went back to my folks, told ~at ;.,.e would. got get acro1a there and would have to ~o to lO"'er ford • 
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So we went to lower ford and croaaed OTer and got to LeaTenworth about awi~. 
There were three houeea, X.lly ~roe. on the north •ide ot the road, and Brink 
on the eouth aide of the road, and I droTe ~ load to the back ot Brink' • holl89 , 
unloaded and carried all into the houae. We had a babe 15 .antha old that fre t t ed 
for some milk, •o I took a pail and went down the r oad to whe re one of Brink '• oewa 
1tood 81\d eat down to milk her. Directly Arthur ••Y•, "Pa, r hear aomabody talking 
down towards the river." and I looked and aAw t wo teftma comi ng L4> the ro&d, I li • -
tened, And diccovered that they were Indiana, r.ine in one team And seven in the other. 
I ehoTed the pail throu~ the fence A!ld crawled through my1elf. It wa• a rail fence 
with a heavy ~rowtb of wild 1unflower growing by th~ ~ide c! it. ! curled up to where 
I ·· •• lying, Md a topped nnd two jumped out of eAch wa~on. At fir1t I feared that 
they had ••en nie, two of them ju1!'{led oTer the fence on either aide of me, took out 
their knives ~nd each cut an armful of corn for the te~m•, threw it on the wagon 
and drove over to K'elly 1e house. I cr!!•vled out throu~ the corn field to the back 
aide of the hou1e ~nere my folk• were and took my wife(the reat following) out b4ck 
into a 11 ttle Jack Onk Grove, abou·t 15 rods from where the house atood, then I c~rried 
the bedding nnd other atutr out there, put all my folk• to bed, on ~ cold lunch. 

All was still at KelJy 1e hou1e, but there waa a b r ight light, and I crftwled 
out into the corn, the ensh bein~ broken out I listened to them, and watched them. 
There •rere two of them do.,,-n cellar handing 'I> pork to two other n that ,,,,.ere on. the floor. 
and aome were up st~irs gettin~ flour. While listening to their talk I lesned that 
the country bet~een UI and town wa8 alive with IndiAn• getting aupplie1 for the warri-
or•. I crawled back to my family, and about 12 o'clock they came out and ahot a two 
yeFJ.r old heifer, cooked whnt they wanted, carouaed a while and then lay do\\n on the 
ground nnd went to sleep. I stood guard until dayli~ht or brer.tk of day, and then 
twi1ted a hay rope, wound it around the tongue of the wngon, ~ot a fence nail And 
•tuck through ench pair of wheel1, loaded up, and waa about to start, when I discovered 
that "Bently hnd. tnken ~ ~l:~il t end ~~e~ eu.t to m.nvth•r v,ruv•• ! started aouth, haul 1ng 
the load "-'ith the wheel• locked for 2 1/2 mile•, and went into a chain of •lou.o;ha run-
ring into the Little Cotton Wood river, havin~ to make about l i mile• in plain sight 
of the Indiana; but we were not discovereda.s they were asleep, We went over into th• 
•lough 11nd stopped, and I vot our brenkfast, and while doing so, I looked up and saw 
Bently with the quilt coming down the ridge. My first iR>ul1e was to ahoot him, and 
I picked Up my rifie.)', but my wife laid her hnnd on my arn and 1aid, "Ik> not do any-
thing you will be sorry for." I laid down the gun, ond when he came up I aeked him 
where he had been, ~nd he said that he wa1 afrnid th~t the baby would cry, or the dog 
would b3rk and c~ll the attention of the Indiana to us. I was 10 provoked that I 
could.hardly. contMin myself, ns he w21a about the only one that could do anytnin~ 
except icy-self, in the party. After brenkfaot we et~rted and traveled on ~nd about 
11 o'clock we •aw aome Indian•. They had taken Dutch ChRrl•Y'• folk• nriaonere, 
hnd the stock, team, wife and four children. ChP1.rley h.nd gone to ,,_ eettlers to find 
out if he could ~et into New Ulm und the Indi~n• , ten ot them, had taken hii family. 
There were •ome 20 or 30 white u~r out buryinP. the dead and the Indiana 1aw them and 
left the family a1 fast ~etheir ponieg could carry them• but neither party aaw ue and 
we did not aet t,..,e white men. ?ey cat t.l.e were very fleshy, and the bo'-'"S beinp; too 
•mall the off ones neck he~nn to ~et very sore and to wl'le hard work to P'et him along. 
We e;ot within 12 miles or New Ulm and could P.:O no further, for the off ox h&d lain 
dawn about 15 rode from a little White ~•h ~rove, on the Little Cotton Wood river. I 
cl-iained back the near ox, held the other end of the you ieysel f, and in thia way drew 
the w~gon down into the grove. We talked the IM.tter over And corc1 uded that I hRd 
better ~o into New Ulm for help, eo I b.!!lted enoup,h breed to last until I couJ,i get 
b~ck, and in the mornin~ as soon ae it wne li~ht enouP',h I atnrted nnd went atra1ght 

t i ' acrosa 1e country, passing several houaes, and at one place I s.nw four dead bodiea, 
the fat8er, mother, son and the 6 year old dJluP:hter, the lAttBr havin' been nailed up 
to the 9ide of the house, n~ked, arma and limbs extended, ann large nails dr1Yem 
tbro~h henda And feet. I hastened on, h.'ld t> ewi.m the :Sig Cotton -Wood river, but got 
acroas all ripht, went throup,h th~ timber on the bluff• back ot New Ulm, And from there 
I saw •ome buildings burning and a large hody of Indio.na mAkip~ for New Ulm. I went 
acro1e the road, end atood on a large mound, n~d was l~oking at them. I w~o about 
15 rods from the dug way running do•.vn into New Ulm when I heard son:e yell a behinr, me 
end on looki~n sro'l.md saw about 75 Indiana not more than 65 rods off, coming out '0 r ' 
the r~vi re. Two of them •tarted for me nnd I r:--n for the dufSNaf. Juat 111 I turned 
the corner two shots were fired, nnd were rathe r· too cloee to be comfortable, but 
being eheltered hy theti~r I succeeded in gainin~ the pickette . The drove the 
piclr-tta into th~ town nnd in leas than ten minutes the town w8.e eurrounded with fiend• 

a:nd then wa• no way for me to i;e t backto my familT- ,cmd wounded men. I wae com-
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pelled to stay in tovm. The citizen• Q.tld the people from the a".ll'rounding country, all 
got into the busir1e11 part of the town, and barca.ded it the best they could with loose 
material; but the Indians killed. and wounded a greet me.ny. There was a corr.men inside 
cf the town which was pa.eked full of horses :U'ld wagons, e.nd oxen and the people were in 
more danger from these than from the Indiana, as theyall stampeded when the attack we.1 
made and -went 1.JP Wain Street, in many cases ta.king the wagons •."!i tb them. "'The dogs :par-
took of the ~antidi~onium, bi tin~ everytbin~ they came within reach of, and there were 
men detailed to shoot all the dogs in the to·Nn. There was the best chance to see the 
different te~peraments of the hi.m:an race, than any circ-umetance in my life of 70 ye~r•. 
There was a brick building ov.ned end occupied by a Mr. Fuller, whc was in the m~rcantile 
busine se, P..nd run e. ~eneral store, in the brick building. I had worn a paj.r of moccaa ins 
frorc ho'.T;e 1 a rd t!Le prairje grass had cut them all to pieces, and ?!.r. Fuller noticing them 
asked ne to come over to the store and put on e pair of ::;hoe s. I v;ent '.Vith him, the 
store •.~·as crowded with womer:. looking for safe places, and while we were e1 bowing our way 
to the back of the store he called~ attention to sor•e women behjnd the counter, aldrta 
raised, :putting whole pieces of foctcry A.nd calico uncer them, others f1ere preying-, some 
laughing as if frenzied, eorne swearing and sowe sit tint? as if t1tupified. 0'.lt on the !ltre•t 
10Dl9 ware rur..ning as if crzed, callin~ for so~~ loved one, and there v.~re others whc 
had to ·be locked up to keep them from runni8g amonP,: the Indiana. I tr'.ade myself useful 
a.a I could, not having any of my gi.ms with me. The con:mander of the town had placed 
30 men in a grist mill o"l a bench of lend r'.ll".ning perallel to tne town, e.nd just back 
of the town. These men all had the bes guns, but at about 2 o'clock and one of them 
ms.de his day dov:n to the t1'Nm after some more, but on hie w~ back the Indiar.s knowing 
very well what he was carrying, shot and killed hi:::i. Another man was wounded in the 
attempt to carry emuni tion up there, Pnd Judge '.Fl.end.rew e.sk ir.e to try 1 t. He said trhat 
the men would all be ~illed if they could not get more a.munition up there. I told him 
I would try ti get t!iere if he would ple.ce scil'.e men to protect me. The men were :placed 
and I took ii peck basket on my al'!ll e.nd ata,rted, keepin~ aA unsteady a gate as I could, 
and yet make headway, \"hen I was about 2/3 of ti1e we.y up the Indians st'!nt some shcta 
after me, one going through 'fey ha.ir, \'1hich I v:ore long, and anothel'passin'! through my 
sleeve, but I got up all ri~t, and was nc t hind.8red on the w~ down. At dark the 
Indiana stopped their firing e xce:pt a single shot now anC. then. 

In the :'Ylornin .;: just et day break, a Mr. Tuttle, John wright anc. myself were 
sent to the north west of the town to fire some buildings which the Indians had used to 
fire from, and a.a we got pP.rt of the was- they 1aw ua iind i::ut uo off, and we -rade for a. 
little ravine running to the river. We got there, and \'lri;;rht cou1C. net swim so I waded 
into the water until I could. not touch 1::ottom, then swrun until I could tot~ch, then went 
ba.ck and told Wri~'1t to put hi& hand on my shoulder• Pnd I woulC. to11,· hi:n acro11, but he 
go· fri~:htened when he could not lon'?'.er touch bottom, end bege.n to strui;rgle and ">.'e bol;h 
went to t"he bottom al'ld ·.•:hen !re went down the second time I managed to kick hiu off al1d 
get tc Lli e: surface just in time to catch hold of his hair and Mr, Tuttle ca:rre to the 
rescue, antl we towed Wri8"h t to the shore and took him under a hi~.h b3.."'!k. The Indians 
firing at us from the big mo'l.lnd on the other side of the big.slough and that emptied in 
to the river below, the balls hitting the bank over us. We rolled Wright about until 
we brought him to ccinscicusness, e.nrl left him lyin~ 'Nith his head down \•:hile we went u.p 
st ram to a ravine, crawled up on the ridge and watched the Indians until they went ba.ck, 
then we went be.ckto Wright an.i found hini sitting up wondering how we could. lea·;e him. 
We got him upin the timber and lay there until 10 oclock, then we started for St. Pe tere. 
When we had gone about 5 miles we found a P:erman who W:?o,s almost a raving maniac. Re waa 
from New Ulm, but it was not without a good deal of urging end pulling that we got him 
to go with us, and finally struck the road runniJ.:lB from Fort Eidg~ly, and went

1
on ae far 

as Si.-1an Lake, but there was a band of Indians ahead of us, hurning the settler • ho:nes, 
ao we get out into a slough we1t of ths settlement. We had to watch the german all the 
time to keep him from leaving us, and ih goin.c; so far to avoid the Indians we had got 
below where we had ought to have struck for St. Peters, and here Wrip,ht gave out and 
•aid he could go no further, sowe concluded that I had better go in after a team, anc I 
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So •• went to lewer for• .. d .... --' erer -' .. , '8 teaY '~ AM•& ·--•· 
There .. r• thne hoUHa, lell7 •••· oa ta. •rtla •t• et .. r••'• ... •!Ilk 
on the •outh •ide ot tlae re.,, ... I •rw• .,. 1 ... te \IN bsslr •t :lfta.'• 1tie •, 
unloa~~ and carrt•• all int• tu l'la._.. • laal a lle'M 11 mn.ate eJ.• &>.a& fWet 
for •o• ailk, eo I took a pail ..... WMlt 4Cllrft Ule Nd. to ..... ._ •f •t• '• • 
•tood. an.d eat down to milk her. Mr .. til7 .Arthur uy1, "Pa, I bear eses\e., \11.j•ll 
down toward• the r1Ter." and I 1001114 an4 •aw two te ... o•lq up \he red.. t li•-
tened, ~nd discoTered t~at the7 were In4iane, nine in one te.11 ~n4 ••Tea la t}ae etber, 
I •hoTed the pall throu#l the tenee Md crawled thl"Ouib m,Ml t. It -.. a rail re ... 
•1th a bea.T7 growth or wild auntlower growj.1'!! by t'h~ s!e e! it. I cu:-1•4 up tu _.ff 
I 111·aa l7ing, and stopped 111nd two Jllllll'•4 out of each wa~•· At tirat I teare• that, 
th•~ had ••en me, two of the11 Jueped o•er the fenee on either a1 .. ot •, teok out 
their kn iv•• and each cut an anaful. of com for the tea111a, threw 1 t oa tM wa•a 
and droTe over to lrelly1• hou .. , I crawle4 out throulh the corn field to the ~aek 
aide of the hou1e where Z¥ folka were and took m.1' wtte(the reat followins) out ~aak 
into a little Jack Oak GroTa, about 15 rote from where the hou .. 1too4, than I earr1ed 
the bedding lllld other atutt out there, put all m7 folk• to bed, on • cold lunch, 

All wa1 still at Xelly 1a hou.ae, but there waa a bright li9'lt, an4 I er~wle4 
out into the corn, the •~sh beinF. broken out I li1tene4 to the• and watched th .. 
There •1:ere two of them down cellar handing wi pork to two othera' that were on. the 1tl.oor. 
&\nd 1ome were up ataira gettin~ flour. While liatening to their talk I le ... d that 
the countr7 between ua and tOlrll waa aliTe with Indian• 19tting 1q>pli•• for the warri-
or1, I crawled b&ck to D>¥ famil7, and about 12 o'clock they cam1 out and .not a ~ 
ye~r old helter, cooked what the7 wanted, caroused a while and then lay down on the 
ground lmd went to •leep. I atood. guard until da7light or brel!llc of day, and then 
twiated a hay rope, wound it around the tongue of the wagon, BOt a fence nail and 
•tuck through e&ch pair or wh••la, loaded up, and wa1 about to atart, when I disco••rad 
tbaLl!ll_ntl~_had ta.ken • -1!11!1 t-~!'!~--,~t:.:!-e~t-te--rnoth•.a ll(l'uV6e I •t·uie-ci•ouib-haUl 1nc 
the load \11.'1 th the wheel a locked for 2 1/2 mil••, and went into a chain of al·o~• run-
ring into the Little Cotton Wood riTer, haTinF, to make a~ut l t mil•• in plain aight 
or the Indiana; but we were not diecoTered'l.s tbe7 were aal.ep. W. went oYer into the 
•lough and 1topped, and I ~ot our breftkfa1t, an~ while doing ao, I looka4 \tp and la## 
B1ntl7 with the quilt coming down the ridge, My first 1 .. ul•• waa to llhoot him and 
I picked up my rifle;', but my wife laid her hand on 111¥ am and aaid, 11n:, not do' any-
thing you will be sorry for." I laid down the gun, and ..tten he c..• up I aaked him 
here h• had been, and he said that he waa afra.id that the baby would cry, or the dog 

would bark and call the attention of the Indiana to u1, I waa ao proTo&.• that I 
could hardly. cont•in my1el t, es he waa about the only one that could clo a..,.tning 
except nv•elf, in the party, After breakfa1t we atarte4 and tr•••l•4 on ~d about 
11 o'clock we •aw some Indiane, They hAd taken Dutch Charley'• folk• prieonera 
had the •tock, team, wife and four children. Charley had goha t.o a aettlera to' find 
out if he could Q;et into New Ula e.nd the Indiana , ten ot tbelll, bad taken hi• farriil7. 
There •ere 1ome 20 or 30 white men out buryin~ the dead and the Indian• ••• them and 
left the family a• fa1t aatheir pon1ea could carry th .. , but neither party 1.., ua and 
we did not see t~e white men, 1" cattle were ••ry f1•~7, lllld ibe 9owa bein~ too 
•mall the off ones neclr he~nn to get very eore and to w.ota hard work to get him along, 
We got within 12 1!1ile1 of New Ulm and could go no further, for the off ox had l1tin 
dawn ~bout 15 roda from a little M:lite a•h ~rove, on the Little Cotton Wood riTer. I 
chained back the near ox, held the other end of the yot. Jllfself, and in thia we.7 drew 
the wegon down into tho grove. We talk•d the matter OYer and concl uc:led that I h,.,d 
better go into New Ulm for help, ao I balled enough bread to laet until I could get 
bAck, ane in the morning na eoon •• 1t WAI li~ht •nouJilh, I •tarted and went •traight 
aero a• t ·9 country, pa1eing ••T•ra.l hou•••, and at one place I ••w four dead bodi••, 
the fat•er, mother, eon and the 6 year old dawr)l.ter, the latter havina been nailed up 
to the •id• of the houae, n~X.d, aJ'lll1 .and limbs extended, anrt lar.- nail• drlv .. 
throuPh hand• And feet. I haetened on, had t> swim the Ilg Cotten ·wood river, but got 
acro11 all ri~t, went through the timber on the blutt1 back ot W.w Olm, and from there 
I saw aome bu1ld1nR• burnin~ Md a large hody of Indian• makil).g tor Wew Ul.•. I went 
aero•• the road, and atood en a lar1• 110und, Mld waa l•oking at them, I "-"• a"hout 
15 rode from the dug way running do"'rn into New Ulm when I heard aome 1911• beb1111: 1111 
and on lookiim around saw about 7!5 In41ane not more th- 65 J'_.4• of'f', c .. inc 'or ' 

, the rtlvi re. '1'wo of them a tarted for • and I r:-n for the d~;r. Jut •• I ne4 
the corner two ahot1 W'lr• tired, and were rather· too clo•• te be eomfortabla "INt 
being eheltered by theti~r I •uco .. ded in 1aining the pickette. !he droYe the 
Pict.At t1 in to the tOfln afic} in l••• than ten J?1inuta1 the , .. n • 1urrountted with fi•n'• 

ahd •her. wa1 no way tor me to get back.to m,y fa•ilJJ and wewuS.4 an. I waa com-

I , . 
I 
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pilled to 1tay in tcwm. The citizen• and the people from the 1urrounding co-untry, R.l.l 
got into the buaine11 part of the town, and barcaded it the belt they could. with 10011 
material; but the Indian• killed and wounded a greet many, There wae a con:vnon inaide 
of the town \\'hich waa packed full of horaee and wagon•, and oxen and the people were in 
more danger from these than from the Indians, a• theyall 1taiq:>edld when the attack wa1 
ae.de and went -up W&in Street, in many case 1 taking the wagon• wi tn them ...... The dogs par-
took of the pantidirnonium, biting everything they crone within reach of, and there were 
men detailed to shoot all the dogs in the town. There was the be1t chance to see the 
different tempermnent1 of the htm:a.n race, thAl'l any circ\lmstance in my life of 70 ye~r1. 
There we.e a brick building ov.ned and occupied by a Mr. l"uller, Who was in the mercantile 
business, P..nd rune. general etore, in the brick building. I had worn a pair of reocca1ina 
from home, am t~e prairie grass had. cut them all to pieces, and Mr. Fuller noticing them 
a1k.ed rre to come over to the store and put on e. pair of shoee. I \"lent with him, the 
store 1.\'es crowded with women looking for sa.fe places, and while we were elbowing our way 
to the back of the store he called my attention to son'e women behind the counter, 1ldrt1 
raised, putting whole pieces of fDctcry and calico under them, others Jere praying, some _ 
la:ugping a1 if - frenziea-, - aorne l\ve-ar1ng and eorne s1tt1ng as 1.-r·-etup1!1ed, bu.t on the streat 
aolll!'J were running as lf crzed, celling for some loved one, and there were others whc '? had to be locked up to keep them from runnisg amoni:; the Indiana. I made myaelf useful 
at I could, not having any of my guna with me, The com:na.nder of the town had placed 
30 men in a grist mill O!'l a bench Of lend rU!".nir,g parallel to the town, ~.nd juat back 

.',l of the town. These men all had the bes gune, but at about 2 o 1clock and one of them 
vJ/ made hio "ia.y down to the twvm after some more, but on his We.3 back the Indiar.s knowing 

very well what he was carrying, ehot snd killed him. Another man was wounded in the 

...... 

.... 
I 

attempt to carry amuni tion up there, end Judge Fl.endrew e.sk me to try it. Re eaid ~t 
the men would ell be ~illed if they could not get more amunition up there. I told him 
I would try ti get there if he 1•;ould. place some men to protect me. The men were ple.ced 
and I took a peck baeket on my arm e.nd started, keeping ae uneteady a gate &s I could, 
and yet make headway. "hen I was about 2/3 of the we.y up the Indians sent aome ehote 
after me, one going through my hair, which I v:ore long, and a.notherpassing th~ough my 
1leeYe, but I got up all r1€}lt, and w~s net hindsred on the· way down. At dark the 
Indiana stopped their firing e mept a eingle shot now and then. 

In the morning juat et day break, a Mr. Tuttle, John wright a.nc. myself were 
eent to the north west of the town to fire some buildings which the Indians had used to 
fire from, and e1 we got pArt of the way they aaw u1 and cut us off, and we 'fade for a 
little ravine running to the river. We got there, and Wri~ht coule net ewim so I waded 
into the water until I could not touch bottom, then 1wa.m until I could to~ch, then went 
back and told Wright to put his hand on my shoulders Pnd I \'.'Ould tow hi::n acroaa, but he 
go: fri~:htened when he could not loniser touch bottom, and bege.n to strul<gle and we bo~h 
went to the bottom and when we went down the second time I managed to kick hi'TI off al\d 
get tc tl1e surface jutt in time to catch hold of hia hair and Mr. Tuttle ce~e to the 
reecue, anH we towed Wrig:h t to the shore and took him under a high bs.nk. The Indian• 
firing at ua from the big mound on the other side of the big_alough and that emptied in 
to the river below, the balls hitting the bank over UJI. We rolled Wright about until 
we brought him to conscicu1ne11, and left him lyin~ ~ith hie head down vf'nile we went up 
1tram to a ravine, crawled u-p on the ridge and watched the Indian• until they went be.ck, 
then we went be.ckto Wright an.i found. him sitting up wondering how we could leave him. 
We got hin1 upin the timber and lay there until 10 oclock, then we etarted for St. Peter•. 
When we had gone s.bout 5 miles we found a german \'Jh.c ws.s e.lrno1t a raving maniac. Re wa1 
from New Ulm, but it wa.e not without a good d.ee.l of urging and pulling that we got him 
to go with ue, and finally atruck the road runr,i7il8 from Fort Ilidgely, and went on ae far 
as Srte.n Lake, but there wa1 a band of Indians ahead of us, hurning tbe settler'• home•, 
10 ~~ got out into a alou~h weet of the settlement. We had to w~tch the german all the 
time to keep him from lea.Ting us, and ih goinP.; so far to avoid the Indians we had got 
below where we had. ought to have etruck for St. Petere, and here Wright gave out and 
•aid he could go no further, sowe concluded that I had better go in after a team, a.nc I 
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:::tarted and got about two mil es on the way "vhen I 1aw eo:-te hor!lemen. They were goir.g paraelJ. Tith rr.e, Md I !Julled ciff w •hirt and sign~.lled them. Seeing me they came to me~t me, ~nd on gettin~ nearer, I discovered that it was a scouting party, ahead of a rd.gularcompany from the Fort. Three of them went back with me, and three of them wcr.t ha.ck to the company, bot a team and came after us, and took us into St. Peters. Tr.e committee for lookin~ after the co~fort of tte refugees took us to a hot!l and ordered supper for us. It aeon sp read about of our arrival, and Mrs. Iamb, the worr.aJS that had been boa.rd1n'$ my oldest g1.rl while she •.·:e.s away from :1chool, had come to St. Peters on the previous Wednesday taki!l~ my daughter with her, and on hearing cf our arrival in town by one of ciur old nei~bors, Beorge Smith, they sent Le.rob after me. 
I went ov~:- there end found them in a large building where th3re were 70 ~ y::.-persons, al) t'J::e cooking wa~ done on a number 8 stove. I hardly kr.ow which was the tu' Ir.Ost pleased, myself or the girl at ot'lI' meeting. They he.d eupposed that we \VJl'e all killed,as that was the news that S-r.i th ha.d brought in on his coming. In the morning I wont be16re Gen'l Sibly for a pass so I could go and look forrny family, but he utterly refused me. There were six other tr.en who had left •heir fe.miliea outside and wanted to go oa.f't~r th~m. ! ete:,•ed. 'll."'lt.il ths ne xt worn:lr1g Emci tnen the people of my acqus,intance and. they were not few, gathered around me and v:e went to his office and I d.etrianded a paes. 'Re said that he oo.uld not let an abl e bodies man lee.ve and that he v:as l'.re the Indians had ~oved West. I told him that I could force mywa¥ out then, .and the crowd cheered, and even fcrceci the guard back in the hall • Finally, the General ordere the cl erk to write pa.eses for me and. the seven others, and we stA.Tted for Ms.n.ka.to. There r learned from en acquaintance, that my family had just bean brcug.11 t in l:iy soffe shoulders, e.nd I found them in a h:iiopita.l. My wi!'e was unconscious and died the next morning at 5 o'clock, and ws.s burried in tt.e cemeter~r at Mankato . The ledies of the vicinity were very good to me ~.nd my c!iildren, but I a.-nonP," t:birt:r others started tht next IT"c. rning for Eyota , Olrr.ste.;:id County, t11innesota. 

Thi<J is the :plE>,in facts, e.nd if under the current of my life, I have written nothing of the five nights vrithoiJ.t a moments slee:,i, of my home broken u!J, of icy wife, th~ darlinP.; of my life, de~c • .Amid all tr..e wild frol?;ht ;.m d. hurry of battle can:e in cruel distinctness, to ~.y tortured mind the mes~s of nv s~ffering wife, end the most pitiful cry of my be.by e;irl. 

Oh, Yen who sta!'.d by your loved or,e s as they taste !'air on soft -p illo\·1a, with every 1ppl iance of help P..r.d ho#e comfort , think of my wife, alone in tr.e woods, with three wounded tr.en, end. four str.all children, no doctor and no nurse. F-0w could I save her, how could I reach her, was the ever preva.il ing thouf.ll t of my mind., as t he cry of the officers urginp; their men, tte wailing of women, and the swea.rin ,'; of men, min?;led wi!llh the fierce shout of the Indians. For years end y~r~rs I have dreamed of that time, of our home, so pleasant, and seemingly secure, the yard. full of flowera •,Yh ich my \Vi fe bad planted, the June sun shinging so bri?,ht as my baby girl came to !I'eet ;ie, and the sight of n:y eweet wife 1e smiling face at tl:e doer to greet iM, and then to a wake and realize that I ha.d been robbed of my wife, e.nd home, and was left with fi 11e children, the oldest on ly 12 years, an1 without a dollar of a change of clothe•. Bu.t through the '.'l elp of an all merciful God., I hei.ve raised all my children except one oby, who died. the year after hie mother, to noble manhood. and womanhood, to be the etay of my deili~­ing years, and I truly believe that under neath all pain and wrong their is a power to make all things right and just, in Gods good tim~. Some summer morning I shall meet the .,,,. ife of my youth, and in the joy of tM..t meeting all 9a.in and parting will be forgotten ani the eu.::?IOOr morning ca.~ not be far away, THANK GOD. 
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ctarted and got about two miles on the way when I saw some horsern9n. They were goir,g 
pare.ell vrith n:e, and I :pulled off IW shirt and 1ignelled them, Seeing tne they came to 
meet me, and on getting nearer, I discovered that it wae a scouting party, ahead of a 
r4gularco~any from the Fort. Three of them W9nt back with me, and three of them went 
back to the company, bot a teem and came after 'WI, and took us into St, Peters. '!'he 
committee for looking after the comfort of the retugeee took ua to a hotel and ordered 
•upper for ue. It soon spread about of our arrival, and Mr1. I.amb, the worrAa that had 
been boarding m.1" oldest girl while she was away from school, had come to St, Peters 
on the previous Wednetda,y taking my d.augh ter with her, and on hearing ef our arrival 
in town by one of C1ur old neigh.bore, leorge Smith, they sent t.mb after me. 

''-"" _ I went Ov!r there end found them in a large bul:lding where th~re ·,vere 70 
') y.l per1ons 1 all t1:.e cooking was done on a number 8 1tove. I hardly know which was the 
U,,~ I!'.'Ost plea1ed 1 my1elf or the girl ~t our meeting, They he.d 1uppo1ed that we wa1·e all 

killed, as that was the news that S:-r.i th ha.d brought in on his coming. In the morning 
I went b~flre Gen'l Sibly for a :pa•• 10 I could go and look fonny family, but he utterly 
refW1ed me, There were six other men who had left •heir t'eJUilie1 out1ide and wanted to 
gQ Q!l.-ft~!' the!!!. ! et~~·ed. ~-.til the; uextmornlng- a.nd then the peopie of" my acqu.,intance 
and they were not few, gathered around me and we went to his office and I demanded a pa••· 
He •a.id th.'.lt he oo.uld not let an able bodie• man leave and that he v:as l!re the Indian• 
had moved West, I told him that I could force my w~ out then, and the crowd cheered, 
and even forced the guard back in the hall. FinaJ.ly, the General ordere the clerk to 
write passes for me and the seven others, and we etArted for Mankato. There I learned 
from en acquaintance, that my family had just be~n broug.~t in by aorre ahoulders, and I 
found them in e. ho&pi ta.l. My wife was uncon1cioua and died the next morning at 5 o'clock, 
a.nci was burried in tr.a c•etery at Mankato. The le.dies of the vicinity were very good 
to me and my children, but I a..11ong thirt~r others started the next rr.orning for Eyota, 
Olir.stead County, Minnesota. 

This is th(\ :ple,in facts, e..nd if under the current of my life, I he.ve written 
nothing of the five nights without a moments sleep, ot my home broken u:p, of Iey" wife, 
the darling of my life, d~e.d. Allid all the 1vild fro~t eind. hurry of battle came in 
cruel distinctne1e, to my tortured. mind. the means of nv st.ffering wife, end t'he most 
pitiful cry of my baby girl. 

Oh, Yot'l who stand by your loved one1 as they taste pain on eoft pillows, with 
every appliance of help a.r.d ho~ comfort, think of my wife, alone in the woods, with 
t'hree wounded ~n, end four •mall children, no doctor and no nur1e, How could I aave 
h.,r, how could I reach her, was tbe ever :prevailing thought of my mind., as the cry of 
the officers urging their men, tte wailing of women, and the 1wearing of men, mingled 
will the fierce shout of the Indian1, Por years end yec~rs I have d.reemed of that time, 
of our home, 10 pleasant, and seemingly secure, the yard full of flower• Ml.ich my wife 
had planted, the June sun •hinging so bright a• my baby girl csme to meet ;e, and the 
eight of my sweet wife'• smiling face at the door togreet me, end then to a.wake 5.lld 
realize that I had been robbed of my wife, e.nd home, and was left with f111e children, 
the oldest on ly 12 years, and without a dollar of a change of clothe•, :Sut through 
the help of a.n all merciful God, I he.ve rai1ed all my children except one oby, who died 
the year after hie mother, to noble manhood and womanhood, to be the 1tay of my detlin-
ing years» and I truly believe that under neath all pain and wrong their i1 a power 
to make all things right and just, in God• good time, Some 1umner morning I •hall meet 
the wife of my youth, and in the joy of that meeting all pain and parting will be 
forgotten and the eu~r morning can not be tar away, THANK GOD. 
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DOANE ROBliNSO^ HAS mbCOV-
ERED THEFIRST SETTLER

OFLYOyCO.

AARO.N MVRES,^ A 1 AKM£R LIV- '

ING KEAR g'aKRLTSON. IS '

MR MYRES ,Gni:S AA JNTER-
ESTING AOoduKT ,OF THE

. EARLY 'itflSTORX.

HE question &s to

vlio was the first

setfler of Lvon
County ha* pro-

^*^ "bablj been aolred,

Doane Robinson,'

.vho is so vr editing
• _~ ' w\j ^*

HeDakoian, h&s. discovered iilm.

writes: ^^-^^^'f
SiouK Falls, Feb, 4, IJCO. Dear
r. Ca9e:---It mar Ibe of interest tp yon

o know tbat 'on^irf the first' if not
e first, settler -o? Xyon countj i;^^

itill livir^'-qear Carrel^on, ^ Hu
ame" is Aaron Mrjes. I visited Lim
thl^Ticpie yesterday and be told me
le following a?'-rr w^ch T believeio
true;

"

^ -Vrds bo, i^ iii Herkinier Coutity
Ifew York in 3825. j^ In the sprliifj of
,S^")5. 1 moved from Polk bounty Wis-
onein to %he piece of Hilnd now known
the Rothnsorf^laiia oi^ the Cotton-

wood ri^er four- "miles above the
pref^t; villajre <rf /Amiret, Lyon
Cvv^ty, Minnesota^ 'where with my
wife and fire ehUdren I livt^ for more
than two ycart. We'planU-d some com
and garden, but in the main we de-
Tv udt-d on trapping and trade wiihr the
Indiana.' At first ererything went
well with us and our " r«-fations with
the Indians were pleasant In the
spring of 1S5T the Dakota land com-
ijany located a UnmfciU' at Saratr.jra,
near by my pla«t and t>ijih a bouse
and If-ft German named John
fit. aiii<i*»r . in

, charge. Rc-nhl«rker
attanptod ^fura a pt nny on the side
by,*elllqij^^t«ica^ to the Indians

I

aud in conseq"beoA» -lost bis pn«iiu>n
with the Lend Convanj. He th^-n
[came to live w ny b«> Tliat
Junring I hc^ompanied ibe I/alc Land
IC'ompanT purtr <^ lt« ^«^ trip it> the
[sioui ^>iTer,,and^ Si&2x Fall-hiij t

^•ruiibnji r.xcu and « ,-

,

'lab foir >up ' ''

; ^

|fcX5ire«^lnstr'<. ii*.ij» l
,

:

^

Manka'-,
and ^iib a

hpartf of wren ^ic^ ttllpwei bim on
[the road home andVEeq near Wnlnnt
Grove killed' him and took p. ,u

\

«

I

1^

"-^f::^

»,-
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DOANE ROBINSON HAS DISCX)V^.

ERED THE FIRST SETTLER
OF LYON CO.

AARON MYREs/a farmer LIV-
ING NFJ^R GARRETSON, IS

HIS NAJtfH

MR. M\^>.ES GRTESAIS' INTER-
ESTING ACCOUNT OF THE ^

, EARLY' dlSTORY'-

HE qutstion as to

•who was the first

settler of Lvon
County has pro-
bably been solved.

Doane Robinson,

.Who is DOW editing

-»hA-ffioi2th]T So-uti
Dakotan, has discovered him. He
writet:

Sioux Fall8, Feb. 4, 1^X0. Dear
tfr. Ca9e:---It mar be of interest to you
o know that one of the llrst, if not
e Crst, settler -of Lyon county is

till liviitg iie&r Carrel/on. His
ame 18 Aaron Mryes. I visited him
It hi^ home yesterday and he told me
e following story which I believe to
triMs:

'

'I uas born m Herkimer County
ew Y'ork in IS25.

; In the spriuf: of
.&j5.' I moved from Folk county ^Yjs-

^
onhin to the pjece of hind now known

[ti-s the Rohhn^ori^ laiaii on ihe Cotion-
wood river four "miles above the
present village of ^ Amiret, Lyon
County, Minnetsota,. -where with my
wiife and five rhildren I lived for more
ihan two yeart. Weplantt^d some com
and jrarden. but In the main we de-
:>. lifii-d on trapping and trade with the
Indians. At first everything went
well with us and our relations with
the Indians were plea-ant In the
spring of IVT the Dakota land i-om-
jjnny Ua-aied a towiij.,'!-.. at Saiat-.^ra,
mar by my pla*^*^ acd bwilt a h..K>o
and Iffi a German iianj»d J.^hn
J?< ahjck*»r in charge. Rt nhi<ker
attempted to tarn a ptunj on the >i.le

by
, 6t4liqg*"whUke4[ ^*> ^'^ Indians

aod in conse^^cn^ lost his position
rith the Land "Company. He then
came. to live at nybonn. Thai
4*nrlng T accompanied iht ITaJc Land
"ompaDT party on ft» lirs^ trip to the
ioux ^JiTer _ai^ SYoiix FalK- but I

pooc rrtu^nad horiie " abd rent Ktibnic-
k-r with niy fixeu ajid'lraj^'on to Nrw
Uiai ^ 'V ^;?; ('<•.. ^ \i\ lo my

- in.<ru.-iJoa» be laiii in apat.k
c. V .> «rallohs dl whiskey. A notort-
ous^halfbrjer^'itarisedl John OampbeO,
ijlto ia^yiip y%e. hung aj Mankato,
^awiim^itfT thf TiqiM>r and «^jth a
party of seven Sj'obx fdJlowed "him on
the road home andWhe^ near Walnut
[Grovf killedhiin nod took -...-^.^.ton
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DOANE ROBINSON HAS DISC^OV
ERED THE FIRST .SP:Tn.ER

OF LYON CO.

A vlio.N MVRES,-.A FARMER LIV
ING NEAR GAKRETSON, IS

HIS NAME.

MR. MYRES Gn-ES AN INTER-
ESTING ACCOUNT OF THE

, EARLY ri:iSTORY.

HE question a< to

vLo was the firet

settler of Lyon
County hai^ j>ro-

bably )>een solved.

Doane Robir..>.on,

.vho in now editing

- thc^monthlj Sc»uli

discovered him. He

fS0
Diikoinn, ha;

V rites:

Sii.ux Falls. Feb. 4, llCO. Dear
Mr. Cuse:--It may be of interest to you
:o know that one of the lirst, if not
he £rst, .^ttiJer of Lyon county is .

till livinor ,;iear Garrei/on. His
anic is Aaron Alryes. I visited Lim

it hi^ home yesterday and he told roe

e following story which I believe to
true: •

.

,
"I ivas born in Herkimer Coui.ty

"ew York in 3825. In th< pprin:: of
^'>o. I moved from Polk county Wjs-
onfin to the pjocV'of ^and now known

as tL«' n«.tiin>on_ Inim on ihe Culion-
wood river four mih-s above the
pn-sent village of Amiret, Lyon
County, Minnesota, where uith my
wife and five ehildren I livf-d for more
iban two y. an. We planted some com
and garden, htit in the main we de-
*'• '•'^'*-' '^i^ ti-apjiing and trade with the
Irj'lians. At first everything^ went
w»ll with ue and our relations with
the Indiaiif, were plea-anL In the
-: :-in2 of IV): th»- Dakotn land .-..m-

,if.nr l(K'atf-d a towli^^t^• at Sa.- a: .:ra,

:•• ur by my pja«'e. aijd b;;ilt a bwu^..
ar.d left a (ivtmari aanied .John
r:. :ihifk*»r

. in chirpe, IVuhi-ker

J
aT'.empted to turn a pt nny on the > .Jc

by j^ellin^ whiskey to th*- Indians
and in con%e<)neiM^ lost his position
with the Land "Company. He ihf-n
<-aiiie to lif«i a* niy bouse. Tliat
M»rlng T ac^'ompanied t!ie ITak. Land
Companr party on it* Cr.st trip lo the
Sioyx ^lirer antf" Sioux FalL- but I
>rKjio retui^ed l7 f^-ni Rtihnie-
k :• uith my oxen aad trajjon to "Sew
rial f(.r hup;<lie«._,y ContrJu*y to my
«-x:ire«iinjn.-Ti^on» be laiu^ln a fask
<t! ten rallOTJt <Jf «iri6kcy. .A notori-
ous faalfbrae^'Aamed John CampbeU,
whoij>1jC;7ra4. buB^ at Mankaio,
Bawifn^^ify.^, tlquN* and ^ith »
party of seven Si^nx followed b!m on
the road home audWheA ntar Walnut
(,iovt kill-d him ribd t"f>k j..-^-. ~«M,n

Y
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.1 (-a.-k

-A cotori-

"

fof tPD _a..

^bo in J^rj t\at
feux\ hill, buv.the liquor
pan, of Beven Sfoxi^-foiJowed" h^i^^ oniberoad home andwlien ng^^ n.,

°

<irove kiJJed hixn and took
^^'^"^

of the proiit^rty. «Aft*i

^"Qf at Mankato,
and with a

i
t
4

'•B unwise to leave my f^v e^^"*d .„,„ from help.o I reiio^toLake s.,e.ek, ^here there ,„ qX^su-tUenienu We remained ., iht I~l^

tne outbreak of 186-^ tri,— -
^ "»

a. .Lat .ime U . „?, ^•' """"'•"^

ibe historvofSout^LtT M- """ °'
rr.;c^K. D * ^f'uiowest Minnesota.
^^''/ •

Bear, an o]d reprobate whoseband ned at Lvnd. and to whol t^'
.-hetek.tettJer.bad shown much kindne.. came down on the settlement andwithout the sli.fate^t ,.rovo..t,v° "f
^ five of the sixteen men and't"h;e;'ofthe ten women of the settlement beTdeeseveral of the children. TK.^ 1 ^*

and sevt^ral children
oner,. We hitched
and trath'iiniT up a.>

as we had
^ ""J ai nand «ro

,r;'^f'"'>>"-'-l- Before .er,iir^ba, „!a.e m, OX..C „ave out aj u
' a_- an ..^,r..meJv fortunate cireum-
>.am.e for leavi., ,b„ „,„ ^,^\7
h, pr.,r,, , „n, ;„,„ ^ ,be villageo £nd u »K>,.i„d bv the Indian,, and

.""^ "=* «""« J'am ,.a,ne u„ at that

nf
'.-?'

'r'- '
""'''-<) f ?et5«aTe.v jn nnd •» 'V, ^

'•la.iir. I sue,
i,

'.'""' ''''''''»

;i".-»- the men ,.; ,r-"'^
"""-

I

Three women
were taken pris-
up our ox teams
^^^^'h provisions

i-onvenif-ntly at hand

sue.

Ibe men ... i^e «inum^'l
<• previous atumptst^, do «o

i

'Oh

A
ft

had ^nded in disaster. I then retuni-

ed ID my family and we '.veni on T,o

>lankato, but the exposure and the

fri>:ht had Ijeen too ^ much for Mi*s.
f

- Myerb and she died 'about the. time'

wc rcaebed Mankato.*'

Mr. Mrye? has remarried and with

hih wife lives in a cozy, little cotiape

adjoining the home of Mrs. Chss.

Millard, hit^ wife"*! dautrhter on a

farm fivemih-b northwest of the village

of Garrtt^^on. Hi» five children, who

. bhorcd with bin) the te^ror^ and bard-

^ ships of the outbreak, still live, one

ofvibem, Mr. Arthur J. M^-yes, pub-

lisher of the Lake City Sentinel, is a

re.si>ecied citiaen of Minnesota. Mr.

Myres wat* a forty-niner In Califor-

nia; his life has been unusually event-

ful, be possesses a clear recollection

and a happy expre^siop and tells of

hip experience in a hvrid but most

unas*»uming manner. V'-

Doane JRobinson.

o; «j-

A SON OF MR. MYERS

-\

\

>i.l

T!ie EiJior of the Lake City Sentinel

, V rites Concerning ttte First

Ssttler cf Li on Co.

Tlie article in lual week's Rei»orter

ar>o-ji the first settler of Lyon Countj

was read by Mr. A- J. Myers, editor

of the Lake City Sentinel, and he

wat the following communication:
.

Lake City. Minn., X^'^ 2ft. C. F.

Case, Dear Sir and Brother:—When
you and I were wralkine arm in arm.

I^oln;; to the farm you £uuile«is did

ol drt-am jon "were walking with one
of the first settlers of your county. -

You have mls&-spelled our name; it ^

should be Myers. I am the one yor'
speak of as the («0n of Aran Mytf
and can te^tifr to that and much mf
fur I saw much of the frontier b|

shipb.

A. J. Myers.

1

I

/"

/

1
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V''?l
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"'f-fl J, ,

•'.'•
' ;(.ri-

•I'jhii < uij-,|,tJJ.

^"'^i-' at Mankflt.,
.-.- hm. buv ti,e ]i,ur.r aru wUH 1'

I

tb. road i.om. and .vbc-q near ;v^nJOi-ove kiUed nin, and took m

on
I

sionoUhe property. .^f^., o^ ,«as unwise- to Jeavemv faxniJv
ed ho far from htlp ho I ,

"

Lakt- Sbftek, where there v.

. expofe-
htip HO I reuioved to

uru>. ,h, .erne-neat «a. d^.ro^ed ^'

On.se
, Bear at, <,id ,.e,,r,.),at.. ^Uo^

.;.ud,iveaa,L,„d.-a„a-;o-:.L;':i*
H.«ek.„.„Ier. bad .Wnmuci kind!n ..-, oame down on the settlement and

,, ,
- - '"' ^'Xtt-t-n tncr. and three of

,

^h. ten women of the settlement be^rdes-v.ral of the .hiluren. Thre.- Jome"aud several children were taken prs^

f-acJ ronvemcatly at hand, we:WV.vr]m. Before r.a<.hin^-
-^-. r'a<-e nj, o.v.n ^ave out and it^va.an....m.lv fortunate ci^^!
>-H.<-. for I.avi.,. ,he j.art. o.t on

''"'"' into a tbevillaire
•J In il,,, jj^^j

Ibt Tiiairi.

to f;u.:

ua<i

_"L

J fin- and
' ii''\ i-ame u|. at that

^" i-'.'^ainy would
'HZ.UiJfd to .rf-t

•^'"ftit of,lu;.re
«•"?•? yir.p- ;:mii-"

'^- '^'^^ M i]:e .sinumill.
-•I'-''^'vioutai.c.nii.i.tpdoso^

I then retui-n-

we •<\tlii ot.10

yof

hau ended in disaster,

ed 10 zny famiJ}' and

>lBTik.V*o, but the exlK.^ure and lae

friL'hi had l>een too much for Mis.

Myer.' and she died 'about the. time

vre rt- ached M ank atc». '

*

Mr. Mrye^ has remarried and with

hi.- wife liver in a cozy little cotttLjre

adjoining tht- home of Mrs. Chas.

Millard, hi^ wife".-' daujrhitr on a

farm five mile.< northwest of tbt viria<rc

of Garrttson. Hi!> five ehildren- %vho

shared with tini the urror^ and bard-

ship> of the outbreak, r^uW live, one

of.ibem. Mr. Arthur .1. M'-yes, :>ub-

liBher of the Lake City Sentinel, is a

re.«'i»efled citi/.en of Minnesota. Mr.

Mvres was a forty-niner in Califor-

nia; hit- life ha.- btn^n unusually event-

ful, he poj'se^e'es a clear recolle^-tion

and a bappy expre^pioD and

hip exi>erience in a lucid but

unas-*uming manner. >
Doane Robinson

T I

.1

r

tells of

moi^i

A SON OF .v.R. MYERS
1

)

|4<rj*:

M,

'if 'tf:

T^e Ejiicr of the Lake City Sertinel

'

, Vrites Corcerninc the First
r

1
Sc'itler cf Li on Co.

i

-
' Tie a.nurle Ic la?t vcek's Reporter
I

• arK>ul the first settler of Lyon County

jvtas read by Mr. \. J. Myers, editor

t ! €>f lb? Lake City Sentinel, and he

>rni the following communication:
.

Lake City. Minn., ^'eb. 20. C. F.

Ca?e, Dea! Sir and Brother:—When
you and I were walkine arm in arm
^oin;: to the farm you ^outless did

ot drt am you "were walking with one
of the CriJt teulers of your county. .

You have inis?-s})elled our name: it f

should be Myer«. I am the one yor
Bj^ak of as iLe ^on of .\raD Myer^

and can tustifr to thai and much mv

J

/
\

i

for 1 saw much of the frontier bf

A :. Mvers.

' -' - '.*•
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• 
.... . . Copy of Newspaper Clippings loaned by D.B. Campbell, 

December, 1928. 

Aaron Myers. 
11 Mr. Myers died early this morning." Such was the message 

that was passed quickly around the town last Saturday morning --

a message that brought forth expressions of sorrow on every hand. 

A few weeks ago his good wife was taken sick and lay in a 

critical condition for some time. The tender, loving devotion 

Mr. Myers always showed his wife was intensified during her 

sickness. His vigilance for her welfare and comfort would 

have been a heavy tax on a person much younger in years and 

more robust in health. She hardly recovered fully when he 

suffered another attack from his old enemy -- Bright's disease. 

His age and condition of health were both against him and small 

hopes for his recovery were entertained from the time he was 

first taken sick. The vitality that sustained him in so many 

times of hardship and sickness made the struggle a heroic one, yet 

he sank: gradually until the end came. 

The death of Mr. Myers comes as a personal sorrow to the 

writer, as it does to many here in Garretson. He was one of 

those noble, tender, patient old men whose character was founded 

on honor and integrity of the highest order. He was always a 

messenger of good cheer to the homes where he was frequently 

welcomed. His presence there was like that of a father -- whole-

some and inspiring. His simple, unpretentious life was one 

unique in its quiet influence, one that will be sadly missed. 

Obituary. 

Aaron Myers, who died at his home in Garretson, S. Dak., at 
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twenty minutes past four o'clock Saturday morning, March 10, 

1906, was born in the state of New York, June 8, 1825. The 
deceased was eighty years, nine months and two days old at his 

death, having passed the alloted three score years and ten by 

more than half a score of years . In early manhood he left his 

native state and lived in Illinois for a short time afterwards 

settling in the state of Minnesota about the year 1855. In 1882 

he came to South DaKota and settled in Minnehaha county where 

he lived to the time of his death. Mr. Myers leaves three 

children, Mrs. E. R .. Patrick, Mrs. J. D. Carr and Mr. Arthur 

Myers, of Lake City, Minn., besides his step son and daughter, 

Mr. H. Beardsley, of Sioux Falls, and Mrs. C.J. Millard, of 

Garretson, to mourn the loss of a kind and loving father whose 

memory will remain with them and with all who knew him, a source 

of peace, comfort and love. Mr. Myers always lived an active, 

useful life, taking an active part in all the affairs of the 

community th a t promoted the welfare of his fellow men. The 

last two weeks of his life were spent on a bed of sickness and 

suffering during which time he bore patiently and without 

complaint the pain that ended in the stillness of death. Among 

men he bore an irreproachable character for in all things he was 

the soul of honor. Everyone in the community knew him and greatly 
[ ~ J 

honored him for his stirling character and social qualities. A ,,.. 

good man has gone to rest, after the battles·of many years, to be 

a t peace with God, the Creator and Father of all Men.•• 

, I 

3. 

[Second Clipping] 

An Old Warrior 

Short Account of Former Minnehaha Co. Citizen 

Pierre, March 

the death of Aaron 

21. -- {Special to the Argus-Leader.) -- In 
[Myers] 

Meyers, at Garretson, on the 10th, one of the .. 
last, if not the last of the settlers who located at the Falls 

[ t J 
of the Sioux in 1857, passed away. Mrs. Meyers came as an em-.. 
ploy of the Dakota Land company, and was later placed in charge 

of the business of that company at Saratoga, Minn. , on the 

Cottonwood 

joined the 

river, but was frightened away by the Indians and 
[Shetek] 

Saetak Lake settlement, and escaped massacre there ... 
at the time of the Indian raid of 1862,. taking his family in an 

ox wagon and starting for New Ulm, only to find that place sur-

rounded by the Indians. He crawled into the town, and volun-

teered to go for relief, and succeeded. All this time his family 

was camped on the prairie, and after the Indians were driven 

away he rejoined them and started for Mankato, but on the way his 

wife died fTom the effects of the exposure and fright. Mr. 

Meyers settled at Garretson in 1882, and resided at that place 
up to the time of his death. 
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