I can't remember detes, but I moved te Polk County Wisconsin, on
the 5% Crelx river, from the State of New York . I had lived there abou:
two years when the Nakota Land Companyereated a considarabia exeitement
about 9, Daxota, then a territory. 1 with eleven others caught the Dakota
faver und got rsady and started for ZYaton on the Kissouri river, und proe
gressed iinely n4iil #w reachsd Cotton "ood lLake. ir party had Lioksd‘

ap & Tamily comsisting of a widow, iwo daughiers, a son in luw, and two soms;
and wa also got in coupuny with o purty Trowm dantorville, ‘iinm., who were
going %o Yamton also. If 1 remembder righitdly, thave waro eilshises —2rgom:
in thair party, nak.ing biulriv-six in &ll., We coampad at the lake for the
night, %¥hat was about ten milss iron Hadadla on the 2ig Youix Aiver vharaesthe
Dakota lL.and Qompany nad PUt upr a blagk houso and Rapt a mau or two thare to
= == e 3 R¥t i ;O *wan Trom Souix Mails and
othar pointas, wad al dagaria, about thirsy 1n ail, Pras Da Wiy baing $tha
nusber, wnd us the Indias siained the iand whiere Madaria wos locntad, thay
cams in ax.large dody to dirivs She wuites off thair tarritory, and had sampad
on n ridge about two milas west of Madaria, the night that we cnmpoad a¢
Cotton Wood lLake.

Da Wit houring crom an indian who had pasgad ua thoa da:- hatore, thata
large parvy wers on thelir Wiy o Madaria , sent alm basik with a line te'ling
us that if we wnted %o gat in we muat bhe in hagta, Tor the indisns woulid
rrovably cowe dom %o the house Jo0n1, 30 wWe counswlilad wegather .ad made
up our ninds tu go ahead. The Hanteorviils Doys had & tem gallon keg of gin !
whideh Lhay sunk in Lhe head of the lake hafore wa 16ty dDul tho indiam:: d4d
noet wol2st ua, oniy tolu us to 69 Laek, and gava the Macda-ina hoys omough
to last wmiil thay goi back S0 tha agoney . We wanti baek s she head of the
Big Coiton Yood river whare the Tmkoia Land Covipany had sinitionad a mem to
Qold 2 Coumty Wown eite, our party, or most of them, took claims, while tie
Mantorville c¢rowd siruci south vor Souix City.

I broke soms bbduna and put i 4 garden ane some potatees, and lelt swo
yoﬁng men on ny c¢ladm, oand went back avrier ny ITamily on the i8th day or Sept. |
Vo starved lor Saratoga, ot the head of the Cetion Yood River, heving one
wasin, two pair of herses, a team of cows, which I had broken to draw a

light spring wagon, also my family, wife and four children, bedding, tent

’
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and coeking utensils. We got through about the last part of ®ctober and

found theé boys very anxious, «s their supplles were nearly gone. The moved there. Homes was stopping to our house at that time and he got
fumilies I had left had got discourased and were going to move down near frightendd and was going down below, 50 we would be left nlone as Ingals had
dew Ulm so 2ll the neighbers ws had was M. I moveg down near the ageney.
Tour cnildren, but we coneluded to muke the T and stayed. The Wy wife and I decided to move over to Lake Sheteck and the settlers at

man which lived on the @ounty Town site came to live with us, and we got the lake took hold and helped us move, and I did mensiderabdle trading with

along nigely, and sent one tem: to work on the pinery, but we never saw the the indians. The séttlers had mostly on the east side of thelake, and I

“odm o driver :s he sold out and joimed the army. The follewing spring we took & claim on the horth end, my nearest neighbor being about three forths
0T 088 of flour, and the water was so high we couldn't get any, 80 we lived of & mile away. All Went well and in rerfest harmony, as is usually the

on milk and {ish and greens, for twe weeks, and then I started below on foot | ¢as8 in a new country, and we had many good times together, but in the winter

smimming the streams. “There I found Charles iomes the mail corrier with aome | & party of indians killed an ox for John Uright but that was the only

mules. I bought seme Ilour and corn meal from a Turmer near Leavenworth, as oceurence to molest us.

L could not get doewn to lew Ulm. I got two clothes lines and tied the two

& &3
Tha sacond ved st ths

acks to the mu les und homes and I started for Saratoga. We swam the mules Chas Wamban, came to the lake, and were among us more or les- until the

&eross four streans, pulling the flour and meal across. We got home on the rikst of June I hired Cahrley to dig a cellar under my house, and while he

third night and had no more tréuble in that direction for I kept & supply was there I thought I would go to Hev ¥im for supplies, So Mr . Jones, one

on aAéna . of my nearest neighbors, and I went below. The second day after I left,

#hern we had lived there about two years , thw indians began killing Clark came up to my house, he had besn drinking, and he says to Charley,

a white @an now and then, about Torty-five miles below on the Cotton, but ‘ * I wunt a settlement on them Boods.” It seemd that they had stoled some

41d not disturb us, but we had plenty of them around us, and in the timber aminition and trinkets at Peters. They gat into a quarrel and Clark said he
and sometimes one or two would slsep on the rloor in our house. In the would kill Charley; but my wife beg;ed him to home and settle it some other
vinter the indians got into a drunk over at Lake Sheteck andone Indian bythe time, and he went away. After Clark had ;gone away, Charley went down to
name ol Tene-epa~kah would not drink, and after the other indians shot throuy . Lamb's to get some clean clothes, and he tgek my ri¥Ye with him and said he
the teppce supposing they wers shooting him, but instead, they shoet his might get a chance to kill a goose. Clark saw him as he was going, followed
aughter, "enena, he beins hidden in the woods. The Lake wus ten miles from him and tried to kill him while he was in Lamb's house. Mr Lamd went out
Our flouse, but the mether puliled down the terpee, and packed up and mede for and after & hard struggle succeeded in taking Clark's gun from him. Clark
oHr fiouse, Wemona following with a charge of Buek shot in her hip and 6lde, then went to lir. “miths house and took his gum, Smith and Joel Parmalse sat
rotehing ousrr house about daylight. We took them in and 1 took thirty-seven in the house, but did not dare interfere. Clark had taken off all his
shot out of her side wn hip, wnu xept her for two weeks, ard sent her down clothes and tied his shirt on for a brech clout. le went back to Lamb's

o *} y , e A . r & - 2 e re -Pin . . . — :
RN Vith & W& ean, Shnredow wlise. About the last of Mey, and tried to get another shot at Charley. ILamb went out and succeddid in

Jolm Renalier took my oxen and went down to dew Ulm after supplies, and on getting the sceond gun fr-om him, then Clark said he would go over to Red Wood

his way home the inaians killed him, turned the oxen lonse, took what they and get the Indians to come baek and kill all the whit es at the lake, but

winited of the supplies, snd threw the rect intoe ¢the river, end we cdian't he went up to lr:. Cook's and the men shadowed him, and after dark they went u

Iind John for two weeks, lle was the nan that lived on the town bite beforewe
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up to Cook's house in a bouy, and Charley and John Wright went to the
back of the heumey the window was raissd » and Clark sat there before the
stove. Wright told Charley to give it to him ané he did, and Clark fell
dead to the floor. The party made a box and burried him that night, and as
Jones and I were coming home from New Ulm we weg John Wright, Mr Smith,

a Nr. Amadon Irom Sodix ¥Yalls, and charley with an artiele which they had
drawn up stating the frncts in regard to the killing of Clark, stating why
they did so, presented it to me and Jones and wanted us toe sign it as all
the other settlers had done. Neither of us would confesaumkkitonnm to o
murder we had Wad nothing to do with, and they blamed us ond made some very
arcastic remarks, as they said they had done it in the defence of the set=
tlers, and were going to have Charley $50 belfore thue Judge of Brown County |

29 L S,

which they thought would eleur him, and so it did.

Charley came back t. the lake, but scon left for rarts unknown, but the
setilers had it in for Jones and Hurd and Mysell for a while but all passed
off and nothing disturbed us until the next spring, when John Write conmene
ced selling liquor to the indians. We called a maeting of the settlers, .
¥right was present, passed resolutions prohibiting all persons from selling
or bringin; malt liquors to the lake éxcopt for private use, and had then
published. Wright immediatly went below, bought a barrel and packed it in
2 hogshead. On his way home, he stopped at Imtceh Charley's over night, an

Indian was there also. Charley's wife was taken sick in the night, and

exprassed a wish for some spirits, and Wright says i you will swear eternal

secrecy, 1 will give you some. The pledge was givenand Wright went to his
vagon uncovered the barrel, drew out the precious stulf, and paid his bil},
in the memn time the Indian ¥vakidg items all the time. The Indain would
not use the liquor, but started for the agency, and after geatting getting
through the woods, made for the lake which was twenty miles, but he dis-
tanced Wright by ten miles, tolgd Lr. Everts what Wright wasfdéing, and ﬁveri
notifised the committes, and thoy‘startod and met Wright five miles out,
parleyed with him a while, he denying the whole business but the commitéee

made a search, found the report correet, rolled the barrel out, knoecked in

the head, and astarted home, Wright following, laughingly saying it was a
good joke on the whiskey.

Nothing of interest took place from that time sntil the 20th of August,
1862, On the night of the 19th I heard guns at a small lake north of my
plece, but it was so common that I gthought nothing of it. My wife was siek
Im bed with & severe cold she had caught from being out in a storm, and I
had sat up all night with, At 6 o'eloek I called my children, and as the
oldest(et home) came down stairs she said, "Pa there 18 a whole lot of
Indians #Ading thfough our corn field, and two of them are taking down our
Tence.,"” I went down to the Iield, and when within speaking distancesaid,
“What arc you riding through my cgrn field for?" They sadid, " Just for fun."
I walked up towards them and said"“l ;iiit ¥nock some of your fun out of
you". They both laughed and said, " You go to the house and get some
breakfast and you will fesl beliter éfter you get your stomach filled." They
then rode on and Jjoined the main bedy, who had ridden around the field.

I went to my house and told my wifes that they ware probably golng off on a

hunt after ghtttng their pay, and were feeling funny.

I stayed in the house with my wifs until about 10 o'cloeik, she thought
Ahe ocould eat a piece of toast, We had no light dbread, 50 I sent my boy
Arthur, he was then in his tanth year, over to Mrs, iurd's for some bread,
about three forths of a mile nway, and after a little I saw Arthur coming
on & rim, and said to my wife,” Arthur is terribly frightened iver something.
When Arbhur came in he said the Indians had killed Folk and had tom the
feather beds to pleces and broke everything in the howse. I told my wife
that I would go down to Cook's and tell him, and he could let the folks
imow at the lower end of the lake. ¥olk had had some trouble with some
of the indians before but I had been there at that time in time enough to
save him, I went down to Cook's, and as I was going up to the house, I
found Cook lying on his face, shot through the heart, & pall of water was
standing on either side of his feet, as he had gone after some witer for the
Indians to drink. I then went on up te the house and Tound everything torn
to pleges and while taking items I heard the Indiamns give their war Whoop
and the fireing of a great many shots, so I ran for home, and sent Arthur

after my oxen they being up on the inlet of the lake, hut where no Indians
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were apt to dbe. I had 2 load of hay on the wagon, and I pPlehed that off,

and got what supplies, bedding, and Booking utensile I thought I would need Stack, and I went to tie house and 80t my gunand went round the old claim

@ll ready to load up, T then burried 389%. of butter in the cellar, snd left shanty and there was Hateh and Bverts. They had come in the night, saw the

lights, but dare not venture tg 8ome in, and so had to erawl in the hay stack.;'

21l cheese on the shelfes. The boy came with the oxen and I loaded up and

got my wire on the bed on the wagon and four childreR ( the oldest bein; Everts eould hardiy meve, having been shot in the ankleand on elbow

away at sehoold and them atarted north and took & cireuitous route and “ll shot to pleces, and a shot in the hip joint. imteh had been shot in

struek the road 12 miles rrom home. It had rained all the time until the wristg, cutting ofr all the chords ﬂnﬁ.Bontly had a flesh wound in the

about sundown when it slacken«d¢ a 1ittle, snd I looked back at dusk and saw tore arm., I got them into thé house and dressed their wounds as best I could

three pepsons coming on the ridge, ome of them vaving something at me, but 60t them somo breakiast, loaded UP and started for Leavenworth, on the Big

Supposing them to be indians I drove on and §0t to Dutch Charley's at 10 o«¢ Cotton river, and got as for as Burns Bros, but no one was there, and then

elock. I had to go through some heavy timber to get up to the house, andit I went on to Browms and found noc on there either. There was & ford at

1 @ 43 diee o o . "
was so dark that I couldn't sea my hand before my iace; but I took the ropes “rowm's, but the hill was so 6leep that I thought I would 6o dowm to middle

Wiich were on my oxen in one hand and my gourd stick in the other and kept ford, and oy getting down thers I storped, and told them I would 0 through

winging that and finally resched thehouse all right. I found the house the timber and see 1f I could 60t aceross. When I got down on the bottom

. -y I i t - z - P
ompty. they had left in the afiermoon. The Tire in the stove was still going 1 Tound Brown's waggon, and lying there within ten Ieet of each other were

and I got my wife and effects into the house, Sied my ecattle to the wagon, Old ir. Drown, 82 years old,iis sen about 40, and a german that lived up

6ot my wife and children to bed, and then went up stairs and tors up the upper above them on the river, on one side on the “agon and on the other side

were four. I ‘hen examined my gums, of which I had 3 rifles and £ shet fiy Tolks, told them we could not get across there and would have to go %o

guns, got them reoady for use and wus listening for the Indians to arriwme , lower ford. So we went on to lower ford and crossed over and got to

I . g .
hieh 1 supposed were following me, when there wWas some one wrappred at the ~eavenworth about sumdown. There wire three houses, Kelly Bros. on the

door, and I says, "Who i there?y and & voice which I did not recognise north side or the road, and Brink en the south dide of the road, and I drove

boy Arthur at my back with his shot gun, unbolted the door, and swung it house. We had a babe 15 montas old that fratting for some i1k, so I toolk

open, gun in pesition. There stcod peor Bently, and throwing his arms up & pall and went down the rodd to where one of Brini's cows ztood and sat

snid"iyers, for Qod sake don't shoot." I got him into the houseand he said down te milk her. Directly Arthur saus, "Pa I hear somebody talking down

Everts and Hateh were with him on the way but he did not think Byerts would towards the river" and I looked and saw two teiuws coming up the road. I

live to get there, but Hatel might get there some time in the night, he lidtened , and discovered that they were Iddians,, nine in one team and sevan

seid that the indians had killed all of the rolks and had Teft then for in the other. I shoved the pail through the fenceamd crawled through myself,

dead(they had kiiled 14 and taken & prisonsrs). I 5ot hinm some supper and It was @& rail rence with a heavy growth of wild sunflower growing by the side

put him to bed ond ther I asteed guard ail night, But nothing oceured. 1T 1%. I curled up in the corner among the weeds and lay still, and the India

It had rained all night, and in the morning I went out to the hay rackas, ¢omeé up to where I was lying, and Storped and two jumped out or each wagon.,

after getting breakfast, to get some dry hay for my folfs to ride on, when At Tirst I feared thut they had seen ey, two of them Jumped over the fence

I 6ot purt \r;ay down there : I B&Y some ones dodge hi’ h@&d back b@hind a hay on .ith.r aidg of m@' too}: out, thﬁir kn‘VCS &nd eaeh cut an armful Of corn

£or the teams, threw it on the vagon and dreve over to Kelley's house .
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I crawled out through the corn rield to the back side of the hause where
my folks were and took my wife (the rest following) out back into a little
Jack Oak Grove, about 15 rods from where the house dtood then I carried the
bed ing and other stuff oeut there, put all my folks to bed.on 2 00ld lum
All was still at XKe}jey's house, but there was a bright light, and I
crawled out into the corn, crossed the road and crawled up 0 the baek
window of Kelley's house, the sash being broken out I listened to them, and
watched them. There were two of them down cellar handing up pork to two
others that were on the floor, and some more were up stairs gatting flour.
While listening to their talk, I learmed that the country between us and
town was alive with Indians, getting supplies for the warriors. I ecrawled
bagikk te my family, and @ out 12 o'clock they came out and shot & two year
old heifer,cooked what they wanted, caroused a while and then lay dawn on
the ground snd went to sleep. I stood gmard until daylight or break of day,
and fhen twisted & hay rope, wouncd it around the tongue of the wagon, got
e. fence &all and stuck through each pair of wheaels, loaded up, and was about
to start, when I discovered that Bently had taken a qullt and skined ou
to anoiher grove. I started south, hauling the load with the wheels locked
for 2 1/2 miles, and went into & chain of slovghs runmning into the Little
Cotlion Vood river, having to make about 1 1/@ miles in plein sight of the
Indians; but we were not discovered, as they were uskkepp aclcap. We
went over Into the sloughand stopped, and I got our breskfast, and while
doing so0, I lcoked ur and saw Eently with the quilt coming down ¢the ridge
My Tirst impulse was to shoot him, and I picked up my rifle, but my wife
laid her hand on my arm and said,X "Do net do any thing you will be sorry fe#"
I laid down the gun, and when he came up I asked him where he had bean, and
he said thet he was afraid that the babe would ery, or the dog would Wbark
anda cail the attention of the Indians to us. I was so proveked that I eould
hardly contain myself, as he wasabout the only one that could do any thing
exXcopt myself, in the party. Arfter breakfunst we started und traveledon, and
about 11 o'clock we saw some Indians. They had taken Dutch Charley's folks
prisoners, had the stoek, team/'wife and four children. Charley had gone te

a2 settlers to Tind out i1f he could get into Hew Ulm and the Indiens, 1 0 of

them., had taken his family. There were some 20 or 30 white men otu burying
the dead and the indiand saw them and left the family as fast as their ponies
gould carry them, but neither party saw us and we did not see the white men.

My cattle were very fleshy, and the bdows being too small the off ones neck
Ggan Lo gL very #sore and it was hard work %o get him along. We got

within 12 miles of New Ulm and could go ne further, for the off ox had

lain down abutt 15 rod from a little white ash grove, on the Little Cotton

Wood river. I chajfmed back the near ox, held the other end of the yoke

myself, and in this way drew thw wagon down énte the grove. Ve takked the
mattsr over and concluded that I had better go into Hew Ulm for help,so I

baked enough bread to last until I could get back, and in the morning as soon

a8 it was light enough, I atarted and went straight aeross the country, pas-

sing several houses, and at one place I saw four dead bodies, the father,
the mother, the son, and the 6 year old daughter, the latter havdng been
nailed up to the side of the house, naoked, arms and limbs extended, and
large nails driven through hands and feet. I hastened on , had to swim the
Bag Cotton Wood river, but got across a&ll right, went through the timber
on the blurfs back of Hew Ulm, and from there I saw some buildings burning
and a large body of Indians making for New Ulm. I went across the road,
and stood on a large mound, and was looking at them. I was about 15 rod Trom
the dug way running down into New Ulm when I heard some yells behind me,
and on looking round saw about 75 indians not more than 65 rod off, coming
out of the ravine. Two of them started for ms and I ran for the dugway.
Just as I tummed the corner two shotas were fired, and were rather too close
to be comfortable, but being sheltered by the timber I succesded in gaining
the picketts. They drove the picketts into the town and in less than ten
minutes the town was surrounded by the fiends, and there was nu way Tor me
to got back to my family and wounded men. I was compelled to stay in towmn,
The citizens and the people from the surrounding country, all got inbo
the business part of the town, and baracaded it the best they could with
loose material; but the indlans killed and wounded & great many.
There was a common inside of the town which was packed full of horses and
wagons, and oxen, und the people were in more danger from these than fron

the indians, as they all stampeded when the attack was made, and went up
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Main St., in many cases taking the wagons with them. The dogs partook

of the pantidimoninum, biting evaerything they came within reaeh of, and there
were uen were detalled te shoot all the degs in the town. There was the

best chance to see¢ the dirferent temperments of the hwwan race, than aany
c¢ircumstance én my life of 70 years, There was a brieck building owned

akd oceupied by a pir. Fuller, who was in the mercantile business, and run

a general store, in the bricik building. 1 had wern a péir of maccasins from
home, and the prairie grass had cut them all to Pleces, and Lir. Maller <}
neticeing them , asked me to come over to the store and put on a pair of
shoes. I went with him, the 3tore was crowded with women looking for

safe places, and while we wers elbowing our way to the back of the astore

he called wy a:tention to some woren behind the counter, skiris railsed, puttin

whole pieces o3 factory.and calieo undar them, Praying, some
laughing «s if frenzied, some wwearing, znd others sitting as &f stupified.
Out on the street, soms were running as 17 crazed, calling for some loved
one, and there wers othera who had %o be locked up to kasep them fror run-
ning among the indians. 1 mada mysel! as useful as I could, not having apy
of mg guns with me. The comiander of the towm had Flaced 30 men in n gréat-
mill on a bench of land running parallel to the town, and just baek of the ‘
towm, These men alil had the best gung, btut at albout 2 o'elock and one of
them made his way down to the tewn aflter some more, but on his way baek,

the indians knowing vaery well what he was ¢arrying. shot and killed him.
Another man was wounded in the attemptto garry amunition up there, and
Judge Flendwew ask me to try it. Ue said that the men would all be killed
if they could not et some more ammunition up there. I told him 1 would

try to get there if he would place some men to protect me. The men were

pPlaced and I took & peck basket on my arm snd started, keseping as unsteady

a gate as I could, and yet make headway. When I was about 2/3 of the wayup

the indians sent so..e shots after e, one yoing thwough my hailr, which I
wore long, and another passing through my sleave; tut I got up all right,
and was not hindered on the way down. At dark the indians stopped their firg~

L]

ing, except a single shot now and then.

In the morning, just at day break, a Mr, Tattle y John,Weaght, and my-
8elf were sent to the north west of the town to fire some build ings whieh '
the imdians had used to Tire from, and as we got part of the way they saw us
and cut us off, and we made for a little ravine running to the river. We
got there , and Wright could not swim 80 I waded into the water until I could
not touch bottom, then swam until I eould touch, then went back and told
Wright te put his hand on :iy shoulders and I would tow him aeross, but
he got frightened when he could no longer touch bottom, and began to struggle
and we both went to the bottom when we went down the second time I managed
to kiek him off and get to the surface Just in time to watech hold of his
hiir and kr Tuttle came to the rescue, and we towed Wright to the shore
and teok him under a high bank. The indians fireing at us rrom the big
mound on the other dide of the blg slough that emptied into the river below,
the balls hitting the bank over us. We rolled Wright about until we brought
we brought him to consclousness, and left hin lying with his head down hill
wvhile we went up stream to . ravine, erawled up on the ridge and watched
the indians until they went back, then we went baek to Wright and found him
81tting up wondering how we could leave him. We got him up in the timber
and lay there until about 10 o'elock, then we started ror 5t. Peters. Vhen
we had gone about 5 miles we found a gernan who was almost a raving maniae.
He was from ilew Ulm, but 1t was not without a good deal of urging and pulling
that we got him to go with us, and finally struck the raed running Lrom
Fort Ridgely, and went on as far as Swan Lake, but there was a band of
Indians ahead of us, burning the settler's houses, s0 we got out into
a slough west of the settlement. We had to wateh the german all the time
to keop him from lsaving us, and in going so far to avoid the indians, we
had got below whare we had ought to have siruek for St. Peters, ahd here
Wright gave out and said he could not o further, so we concluded that I
had better go in after a team, and I started, and ot About two miles on the
way when I saw some horsemen., They were going parallel with me, and I puliled
off my shirt and signalled then. Seeing me they came to meet me, and

on getting nearer, I discovered that 1t was a scouting party, ahead of a
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regular company ifrom the fost . Thres of them went back with we, and three
of them went back to the campamy, got a teem snd came after us, and took us
into S8t. Feters, The committee for looking after the comfort of the reffugees
s took us to a hetel and erdered suppers for us. It soon speard about of
our arrival, and Xrs, Lamb, the woman that had been boarding my oldest
#irl while she was awag from school s had come to 3t. Peters on the previous
Wednesday taking my daughter with her, and on hearing of ourarrival in town
by one of our old neighbors, Georgs Smith, they sent Lamb after me.

I went over there and found them in a large building where there were
70 persons, all the cooking was dme &n a nunmber & stove., I hardly know
which was the most pleased, mysels or the girl at our meeting. They had
supposad that we were all killed, as that was the news that Smith had
brought in on his coming. In the morning I went before Gen'l 8ibly for a
pass 80 I could go and look for my femily, but he utéerly refuded me. There
were six other men who had left their families otuside and wanted to go
after them. I staid until the next nexmkygy morning and then the people of
By acquaintance, and they were not & few, gathered around me and we went $o
his office adn I demanded a2 pass. MHe said he ¢ould not let an able hodied
man leave thh he was sure the indians had meved west. I told him that I owuld
foree y way out then, and the crowd chasred s and even Torced the guard
back in the hall. Pinally the Gemeral ordered the clerk to write passes
for me and the seven other , and we started for Mankato. Shere I learned
from an acquaintance, that my family had just been brousht in by some
souldiers, and I found them in -~ hospital., by wife was uneonseious and died
the next morning at % o'clock, and was burried in the cemetry at liankato.

The ladies of the vRkainity were very good to me and my children, but
I among thirty others started the next morning for RByota, Olmstead County,
Minnesota.

This 1s the plain fTacts, and 17 under tha current of my life, I have
written nothing of the five nights without a mnoments sleep, of my houme

broken up, of my wife, the derling of my 1life, dead . Amid all the wild
froght and hurry of ballle came in ecruel distinetness, th uy sorturdd mind

the mecans of my suftfering wife, anc the most pitiful ery of wy baby girl,
Oh! You whe :tand by your leved ones as they taste pain on soit
pillows, with every appliesnce of hejp und home coufort, think of ny wvife,
alone in the woods, with three wounded men, :nd four suall ehildren,npn
doctor, and no nurse. How could I save her, how could I reabk her, was the
ever provailing thought of my mind, asthe ery of the $fficers urging their
men, the wailing of women, a&nd tlhe swearing of men, mingled wiil the fierce
shout of the Indians. Yor years and years I have dreamed of that tine,
of our home, zo pleasant , asd scanifigly szecure, the yard full of flowers
which ny wife had planted, the June sun shining so bright as ny baly girl
ceme to nmeet me, and the sight of my sweet wife's smiling face at the door
to grset me, and then to awake and realize that I had been robbed of ny
wife and home, nd was left with five children, the oldest only 12 years,
and wlithout a dallar or £ ghan: £ = hrough the hefp of an ail
mereiful fod, I have raised all my children except one boy , who died the
year after his mother, to noble manhood and womanhood, to be the stay of
wy deelining years, und I truely believe that under nsath all pain and wrong
thelr is a power to make all tsnings right and just, In Gods good time. Some

Swmmery morniang I shall meet the wife of my yoush, and in the Joy ef that

meoting, 1l pain and parting widl be forgotten andthe sumnmer morning canmeot

be Yar sway, THANK GOB.
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Narrative dictuted by Aaron Myers
telling of his experiences in the
Sicux Massacre. For further details
gee Ms. Div. correspondence, 1922,
under the name of Fred Myers.
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I can't remember dates, but } moved to Polk County Wisconsin, on the
St. Croix River, from the State of New York, I had lived there about two years
when the Dakota Lnd Company created a considerable excitement about S, Dakota,
then a territory. I, with eleven others caught the Dakota fever and got ready and
started for Yanton on the Missouri River, and progressed finely until we reached
Cotton Wood Dake. Our party had ricked up a family consisting of a widow, daughter,
a son in law, and two sons; and we also got in company with a party from Mantorville,
Minn., who were going to Yanton also. If I remember rightly there were e ighteen
persons in their party, making thirty-six in all. Ve camped at the lake for the
night, That was about ten miles from Madarin on the Big Souix River where the
Dakote Land Company had put up a black house and kept a man or two there to hold
the claim. In the meantime, most of their men from Souix Falls and other points,
not at Mddaria, about thirty in all, Pres De Witt being%tho number, and as the
Indians claimed the land where Madaria was located, they came in a large body to
drive the Whites off their territory, and had camped on a ridge about two miles
west of Madaria, the night that we camped at Cotton Wood Lake.

DeWitt hearing from an Indian who had passed us the day before, that a
large partywere on their way to Madaris, sent him back witha 1line telling us that if
we wanted to get in we must belin haste, for the Indians would probably come down to
the house soon, so we counselled togsther and made up our $inds to go ahead, The
Mantorville boys had a ten gallon keg of gin which they sunk in the head of the lake
before we left, but the Indians did not molest us, only told us to go back, and gave
the Madaria boys enough to last until they got back to the agency. We went back to
the head of the Big Cotton Wood river where the Dakota Land Company had stationed
men to hold a County Town site, our party, or most of them, took cleims, while the
Mantorville crowd struck fouth for Souix City.

I broke some ground and put in a garden and some potatoes, and left two
young mén on my claim, and went back after my family on the 18th day of September,
We started for Saratogo, at the head of the Cotton Wood River, having one wagon,
two pair of horses, a team of cows, which I had broken to draw a light spring wagon,
aleo my family, wife and four children, bedding, tent and cooking utensils. We got
through the last part of October and found the boys very anxious, as their supplies
were nearly pgone., The families I had left had pot discouraged and were going to move
down near New Ulm so all the neighbors we hae was Mr, Ingels from Wisconsin, with
four children, but we concluded to make the best of it, and stayed. The man which
lived on the County Town Site ceme to live with us, ~nd we got alons nicely, and
sent one team to work on the pinery, but we never saw the tesm or driver as he sold
out and joined the armu. The following spring we got out of flour, and the water
was 80 high we couldn't get any, so we lived on milk, fish and greens, for two weeks,
and then I started below on foot swimming the streams, There I found Charles Hopes,
the mail carrier with some mules. I obught some flour and corn mes)l from a farmer
near lLeavenworth, as I could not get down to New Ulm, I got two clothes 1ines and
tied the two sacks to the mules and homes and I started for Saratoga., We swam the
mules across four streams, oulling the flour snd mesl escross. We got home on the
third night and had no more trouble in that direction for I kept a supply on hand.

When we had 1lived there adbout two years, the Indians bddgan killing a
white man now and then, about forty-five giles below on the Cotton, but did not
disturd us, but we had nlenty of them around us, and in the timber and sometimes one
or two would eleep on the floor in our house. In the winter the Indians got into a
drunk over at Lake Sheteck and one Indian by the name of Tene-epa-kah would not
drink and after the other Indians shot throuch the teppee suppoeing they were shooting
him, dbut inetead, they shot his daughter Wenona, he being hidden in the woods. The
Lake wans ten miles from our house, but the mother pulled down the teppee and packed up
and mede for our house, Wenona following with a charge of Buck shot in her hipand side,
reaching our house about daylight, We tock them in and I took thirtyseven shot out of
her side and hip, and kept her for two weeks, and sent her down to the fagency with an
ox team sixty-five miles. About the last of Mey John Renaher took my 6 xen and went
down to New Ulm after supplies, and on his way home the Indiens killed him turned the
oxsn loose, took what they wanted of the supplies, and threw~ the rest into the river,
and we did not find John for two weeks, He was the man who lived on the town site
before we moved there, Homes was stopping $0 our house at that time and he got
frightened and was going down below , so we would be left slone as Ingels had moved

down near the agency.,
¢
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up & family consisting of s widow, daughter,
got in company with a party from Mantorville,
If I remember rightly there were e ighteen
peraons in ineir pariy, making thirty-six in all. We camped at the lake for the
night. That was about ten miles from Madarin on the Big Souix River where the
Dakota Land Company had put up a black house and kept a man or two there to hold
the claim. In the meantime, most of their men from Souix Falls and other points,
not at Mddaris, about thirty in all, Pres De Witt being jthe number, and as the
Indians claimed the land where Madaria was located, they came in a large hody to
drive the Whites off their territory, and had camped on a ridge about two niles
west of Madaria, the night that we camped at Cotton Wood Lake.

DoWitt hearing from an Indian who had passed us the day before, that a
large partywere on their way to Madaria, sent him back wityh line telling us that if
we wanted to get in we must bo‘in haste, for the Indians would probably come down to
the house soon, so we counselled together and made up our pinds to go ahead. The
Mantorville boys had a ten gallon keg of gin which they sunk in the head of the lake
before we left, but the Indians did not molest us, only told us to go back, and gave
the Medaria boys enough to last until they got back to the agency. We went back to
the head of the Big Cotton Wood river where the Dakota Land Company had stationed
men to hold a County Town site, our party, or most of them, took claims, while the
Mantorville crowd struck fouth for Sowsx Cety. o

I broke some ground and put in a garden and some potatoes, and left two
young mén on my claim, and went back after my family on the 18th dsy of September,
We started for Saratogo, at the head of the Cotton Wood River, having one wagon,
two pair of horses, a team of cows, which I had broken to draw a light spring wagon,
also my family, wife and four children, bedding, tent and cooking utensils. We got
through the last part of October and found the boys very anxious, as their supplies

were nearly gone, The families I had left had pot discouraged and were going to move
down near New Ulm so all the neighbors we hae was Mr, Ingels from Wisconsin, with
four children, but we concluded to make the best of it, and stayed. The man which
lived on the County Town Site came to live with us, and we got along nicely, and
sent one team to work on the pinery, but we never saw the team or driver as he sold
ocut and joined the armmu. The following spring we got out of flour, and the water
was 8o high we couldn't get any, soc we lived on milk, fish and greens, for two weeks,
and then I started below on foot swimming the streams. There I found Charles Hopes,
the mail carrier with some mules. I obught some flour and corn mesl from a farmer
near Leavenworth, as I could not get down to New Ulm, I got two clothes 1ines and
tied the two sacks to the mules and homes and I started for Saratoga. ¥e gwam the
mles across four streems, pulling the flour snd mes) scross., We got home on the
third night snd had no more trouble in that direction for I kept a suvply on hand,

When we had lived there about two years, the Indians ddgan killing a

white man now and then, about forty-five gpiles below on the Cotton, but 4id not
disturdb us, but we had rlenty of them around us, and in the timber and sometimes one
or two would sleep on the floor in our house. In the winter the Indians got into a
drunk over at Lake Sheteck and ome Indian hy the name of Tene-epa-kah would not
drink and after the other Indians shot throuch the teppee supposing they were shooting
him, but instead, they shot his daughter Wencna, he being hidden in the woods. The
Lake was ten miles from our house, but the mother pulled down the teppee and packed up
and made for cur house, Wenona following with a charge of Buck shot in her hipand side,
reaching our house about daylight. We took them in and I took thirtyseven shot out of
her side and hip, and kept her for two weeks, and sent her down to the gapgency with an
ox team sixty-five miles. About the last of May John Renaher took my éxen and went
down to New Ulm after supplies, and on his way home the Indisns killed him turned the
oxen loose, took what they wanted of the supplies, and thre~ the rest into the river,
and ws 414 not find John for two weeks, He was the man who lived on the town site

, before we moved there, Homes was stopping #0 our house at that time and he got

' frightensd and was going down helow , so we would bs left alone as Ingels had moved

down near the agency,
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My wife and I decided to move over to lake Sheteck and the settlers
st the lske took hold and helped us move, aml I 414 considerable trading with the
Indiand, The settlers had mostly on the Rast side of the lake, and I took a claim
on the north end, my nearest mighbor being about three fourths of a mile away., All
went well and in perfect harmony, as 1s usually the case in a new country, and we
had many good times together, but in the winter a party of Indians killed an ox for
John Wright hut that waas the obly occurance to molest us.

The zecond spring I lived =t the lake,K twe young men, W, Cllark and

Chas. Wamban, came to the lake, and were among us more less until the first of June
I hired Charley to dig a cellar under my house, and while he was there I thowsht I
would go to New Ulm for suprlies. 8o Mr, Jones, one of my nenrest eikghbors and I
went below, The second day after I left, Clark came up to my house, he had been
drinking, and he says to Charley, "I want a settlement on then geods.” It seemed
that they had atolen some amrmunition and trinkets at Peters., They got into a
quarrel nnd Clark said that he would kill Cherles; ,but my wife besgred him to go -home
and settle it some other time and he +ent away. After Clark had gone awy, Charley
ent down to lamb's to get some clean clothes, ~nd he took my rifle with him and
snid he might get a chance to kill a goose. Clark sqw him as he was goin , followed
him and tried to kill him while he was in lanb's house., Mr, Lamb went out and after
a hard struggle succeeded in teking Clark's gun from him, Clark then went to Mr,
Smith's house and took his gun, Smith and Joel Parameslse sat in the house, but did
not dare interfere. Olark had taken off his clothes and tied his shirt on for a
brech clout, He went back to Lanmh's and tried to set another shot at Charley. Land
»ent out and succeeded in getting the second gun from him, then Clark snid he would
o over t¢ Red Wood an! the Indiane to come back and kill all the whites at the Iake,
but he went un to Mr, Cook's an? the men shadowed him, nml after dark they went away
k P Py ’5..&..:.4. L ba bliew hewnl &8 bl
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house, the window was rnised, and Clark sat there before the stove. Wright told
Charley to rive 1t to him and he 4id, -nd Clark fell down to the floor. The party
nade a bes and burried him that micht, and as Jones and I were coming home from New
Ulm we met John Wright, Mr, Snith, 2 Mr.Amadon from Souix Falls, and Cherley with an
article which they had drawn un sateting the fmcts in regmrd to killine of Clark,
stating why they did so, presented it to me and Jones and wanted us to sign it as »nll
he other eettlers had done. Neither uf us would vorfess to a murder we had had
nothing to do with, and they dPlamed us and made some very sascastic remarks, 2s they
snid they hod done it in the defence of the settlers, and were going to Charley go
hefcre the Judse of Brovn County with the statement which they thought would cleer

him, and so it did.

Charley came back to the lake but soon left for parts unknown, but
the settlers had 1t in for Jones and Hurd and myself for a while but all passed off
nd nothing disturbed us until the next spring, when John Wright commenced selling
] iquor to the Indians. We called a meeting of the settlers, Wright was present,

pas-ed resolutions prohihiting 11 perecns from selling or dringing malt liquors to the

lnke except for private use, and had then pull ished. Wright immsdiately went delow
bought a barrel and packed it in a hosshead. On hie way hove, he stopped at Dutch
Charley's over night, an Indian was there alsc, Charley's wife wrs taken sick in the

nischt nnd exoressed a wish for soms spirits, and Wright says if you will swear eternal

secrecy I +111 give you some. The pledee was given and Wright went to his waron,

uncovered the barrel, drew out the precious stul), =nd paid his bill, In the meantime

the Indisns taking items 211 the time. The Indian would not use the liguor, but
started for the maency snd after getting through the woods, made for the lnke which

tsenty miles, but he distanced Wright by ten miles, told Mr, Everts what Wricht was

loing and Evert notified the comnittes =ni they started and met Wright five miles out
parleyed with him n while, he denylng the whole businsss bu t the committee made a
search and found the report correct, rolled ths bdarrel out, knowked in the head, and
started home , ¥right following, laughingly saying it was a good joke on the whiskey.

Wothing of interest took nlace from that time until the Z0th of August

1862, On the night of the 19th I hesrd csuns at emall l=ke north of my pdace, but it.
was 80 common that I thought nothing of it, My wife was sick in ded with a severe .
cold she had caught from being out in a storr, and I had sat up all nieht =ith her.
At 8ix odlock I eallec my ghildren and as the cldest (at homs) came Adown stairs she
said, "Pe there 18 » whole lot of Indians ridine through oxmxxcorn field, and two of
them are takine dewn our fence." I went down to the “ield and when within speaking

1istance n2id, "What you riding though my corn field for?"™ They said, "Just for fun."

I wanlked up towarde them =nd sald, "I will knock some of your fun out ef you,"

8-

They both laughed and said, "You go to the house end get some breakfast and you will
feeo better after you get your stomach filled." They then rode on and joined the
main body who had ridden around the field, I went to my house and told my wife that
they were probably going off on a hunt after getting their pay and were feeling funny.

I stayed in the ouse with oy wife wmtil about ten o'cloci and she thopeght
she g?u}d.ea§ a piece of toast. We had no light bread, so I sent my boy Arthur. he
was tgen ¥n nis tenth year, over to Mrs, Hurd's for some bread, about three ~-fourths
a mile away, and after a little I seaw Arthur coming on a run and said to my wife,
"Arthur is terribly frightened over something, When Arthur came in he said that the
Indians hed killed Folk and hed torn the feather beds to pledes end broke everything
in the house. I told my wife that I would go down to Cook's and tell him, and he
could let the folks know at the lower end of the lake. Folk had had sowe trouble
with some of the Indians tefore but I had been there at that time in time enough to
save him. I went down to Cook's and 2¢ I was going wp to the house, I found Cook
lying on his face, shot through the heert, a pail of water was standing on either
side of his fee, as he had gone after some water for the Indians to drink. I then
went uwp to the house and found everything torn to pieces end while taking items I
heard the Indians give their war whoop and the firing of o great many shots, so I
ran for home, and sent Arthur after my oxen theyteing up on the inlet of the lake,
but where ho Indiane were apt to be. I had a load of hay on the wagon and I piched
that off, and got what supplies, bedding and cooking uhénsils I thought I would need
all ready to load w., I then burried 30wt of outter in the cellar, and left 21
cheese on the shelves. The boy came with the oxen and I loaded w and got my wife
on the bed on the wagon and four childrenfthe oldest being away at school) and then
g#arted north and took a circuitous route ard struck the rosd 12 miles from hime.
it had rained all the time wntil about sundown when it slackened a little and I
locked back at dusk and saw three persons coming on the ridge one of them waving
something at me, but supposing them to be Indians I &ove on and got to Dutch
Charley's at ten o'cloek. I had to go through some heavy timber to get wp to the
house, and it was so d ark I could not see my hand beéfre my face, but I took the
ropes which were on my oxen in one hard and ny gourd stick in the other and kept
sWinging that finally reached the house all right. . I found the house erpty, thev
had left in the afternoon, The fire in the stove was still going and I got my
wife and effects into the house, tied my cattle to the wagon, gétmy wife and children
to bed, and then went up stairs and tore up the upper fldor, breaking the hcards in
two and sealing wp the windows of which there were four, I then exémined.my guns
of which I had three rifles and two shot guns, got them ready for use and was lis-
tening for the Indians to arrive, which I suwpcsed were following me, when there was
someone wrapped at the door, my buy Arthur at my back with hig shot gun, unbolted the
door, and swung it open, gunin position. There stood pcor Bently, and throwing up
hie arms said, "Myers, for God sake don't shoot." I get him into ths house and he
said Everts and Harch were with him on the way but he did not think Everts would live
to get there, but Hatch might get there sometime in the night, he said that the
Indians had killed all of the folke and had left then for dead (they hedldlled
14 and tzken 9 prisoners.) I got him esome supper and put him to bed end then I etcod
guard all night dbut nothing occured. It had rained ell night, and in the morring
I went 6ut to the hay racks after getting breakfast, to get sowe dry hay for my
folks to ride on, when I got part way dewn there, 1 saw some ome dodge his head back
behind e hey stack, end I went to the house and got my g@and went arcund the old
claim shanty and there was Hatch end Everts. They hed come in the night and saw the
lights, but dare not venture to come in, and eo had o crawl in the hay stack,

Everts could hardly move, having been shot in the ankle and on elbow,
all shot to pieces and a shot in the hip joint, THat & bad been shot in the wrist,
cutting off all the cords and Bently had a flesh wound in the fore arm. I tok them
into the house and dressed their wounds the best I could, got them some breekfast,
lcaded wp and started for Leavenworth, dn the Big Cotton river and got as far as
Burns Bors. but no one was there, and then I went on to Browns and found no one there
either, There was a ford at Brown's but the hill was so steep that I thought I
would go down to middle ford, and on getting there I stopped, and told them I
would go throuch the timeber and see if I could get across. When I got down on the
bottom I found Brown's wagon, and lying there within ten feet of each other were
0ld Mr. Brown, 82 years ol1d, his son about 4 0, and a germen who lived up above on
the river,on one side of the wagon and on the other side lay the daughter about

thirty years old horridly mutilated. I went bad to my folks, told that we would
got get across there and would have to go to lover ford,
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My wife and I decided to move over to lake Sheteck and the settlers
at the 1sks took hold and helped us move, am I 4id considerabdle trading with the
Indiand. The settlers had mostly on the East side of the lake, and I took a olaim
on the north end, my nearest mighbor being adbout three fourths of & mile avay. A1l
went well and in perfect harmony, as is usually the case in a new coumntry, and we
hed many good times together, but in the winter a party of Indians killed an ox for
John Wright hut that was the odbly occurance to molest us.

- The second anring T lived =t the lzke, twe young =sn, %, flark and
Chas, Wamban, came to the lake, and were among us more less until the first of June
I hired Charley to dig a cellar under my house, and while he was there I thowsht I
would go to New Ulm for suprlies. 8o Mr. Jones, one of my nearest eikghdors and I
woent below, The second day after I left, Clark came up to my house, he had been
drinking, and he says to Charley, "I want a settlement on then geods.” It seemed
that they had stolen soms ammunition and trinkets at Peters, They got into a
quarrel and Clark eaid that he would kill Charles; ,but my wife degped him to go homse
and settle it some other time and he »ent away. After Clark had gone awy, Charley
vent down to lamb's to get soms clean clothes, snd he toek my rifle with him and
said he might get a chance to kill a goose. Clark sqw him as he wae goin , followed
him and tried to kil)l him while he was in lanb's house, Mr, Lamb went out and after
a hard struggle succeedsd in teking Clark's gun from him, Clark then went to Mr,
Smith's house and took his gun, Smith and Jeel Parmalse sat in the house, dut did
not dare interfere. OClark had taken off his clothes and tied his shirt on for a
brech clout, He went back to Laxsh's and tried to get snother shot at Charley. Lamd
vent out and succeeded in getting the second gun from him, then Clark said he would
go over to Red Wood anl the Indimns to come back and kill all the whites at the lake,
but he went un to Mr, Cook's man? the men shadowed him, nml after dark they went away

ur-te Scok's houwss—in a bed & ITY ANd oonn wraght wenv Lo the vacr of ths
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houss, the window was raised, and Clerk sat there before the stove. Wright told
Charley to give it to him and he 4id, =nd Clark fell down to the floor. The party
nade 2 hos and burried him that micht, and as Jones and I were coming home from New
Ulm we met John ¥right, Mr. Snith, a Mr.Amadon from Souix Palls, and Charley with an
article which they had drasn ur atating the facts in regard to killine of Clark,
stating why they did so, presented it to ms and Jones and wanted us to sign 1t as pll
the other settlers had done. Nelither af us would vornfess to a murder we had had
nothing to do with, and they blamed us and made some very sascastic remarks, os they
sald they had done it in the defence of the settlers, and were going to Charley go
befcre the Judee of Brovn County with the statement which they thought would cleer

him, and so it 4id.

Charley came back to the lake dut soon left for parts unknown, but
the settlers had it in for Jones and Hurd snd myeelf for a while bdut sl] passed off
and nothing disturb:d us until the next spring, when John Wright commenced selling
ligquor to the Indians, We called a meeting of the settlers, Wright was present,

passed resolutions prohihiting 11 persons from sell ing or bringing mslt liquors to the

lake except for private use, and had then ptitl ished. Wright immsdiately went below
bought a barrel and packed it in a hogshead. On his way hove, he stopped at Duteh
Charley's over night, an Indian was there alsc. Charley's wife wns taken sick in the

night and exnresssd a wish for soms spirits, end Wright says if you will ewesar eternal

secrecy I #ill give you some, The pledpe wms given and Wright went to his wacon,

uncovered the barrel, drew out the precious stulf, »nd psid his bi11., In the mesntime

the Indisns teaking items all the time. The Indian would not use the 1iquer, but
started for the gesncy snd after getting through the woods, made for the lake which

as twenty miles, but he distanced Wright by ten miles, told Mr, Everts what Wricht was

loing and Evert notified the committee »nd they started and met Wright five miles out
parleyed with him a while, he denying the whole businesa du ¢ the committee made a

search and found the report correct, ralled the darrel out, knoeked in the head, and
started home , Wright following, laughingly saying it was a good joke on the whiskey.

Nothing of intereat took place from that time until the 20th of August

1862, On the nicght of the 18th I heard quns st small lake north of my pbace, but it.
was 0 comwon that I thought nothing of it., My wife was sick in ded with a severe ¢
cold she had caucht from being out in a storr, snd I had eat up all nisht =ith her.
At six odlock I callec my shildren and as the cldest (at homs) came down stairs she
sald, "Pa there is 2 whole lot of Indians ridins through oxmxzcorn field, and two of
them are tskino drwn our fence," I went down to the “ield and when within speaking

distance e22id, "What ycu riding though my corn field for!™ They 2014, "Just for fun."

I walked up towards them a2nd sald, "I w11l knoek some of your fum out of you,"

e

They both laughed and said, "You g0 to the house =nd get some breakfast and you will
feeo better after you get your stomach filled." They then rode on and joined the
main body who had ridden around the field, I went to my house and told my wife that
they were probadbly going off on a hunt after getting their pay and were feeling funny.

I stayed in the ouse with oy wife mtil about ten o'cleci and she thopght
she g_ou}d_ea_t a priece of toast. We hed no light bread, so I sent my boy Arthur. he
was gen Wn his tenth year, over to Mrs. Hurd's for some bread, about three-fourths
a mile away, and after a little I sew Arthur coming on a run and said to my wife,
"Arthur is terribly frightened over something., When Arthur came in he said that the
Indians hed killed Folk and had torn the feather beds to pledes and broke everything
in the house. I told my wife that I would go down to Cook's and tell him, and he
could let the folks know at the lower end of the lake, Folk had had scwe trouble
with some of the Indians before but I had been there at that time in time enough to
save him. I went down to Cook's and =28 I was geing uwp to the house, I found Cook
lying on his face, shot through the heart, a pail of water was standing on either
side of his fee, as he had gone after some water for the Indians to drink, I then
went up to the heouse and found everything torn to pieces and while taking items I
heard the Indians give their war whoop and the firing of o great many shots, so I
ran for home, and sent Arthur after my oxen theybteing up on the inlet of the lake,
but where ho Indiane were apt to be. I had a load of hay on the wagon and I picked
that off, and got what supplies, bedding and cooking uhénsils I thought I would need
all ready to load wp ., I then burried 30wt of butter in the cellar, and left 21
cheese on the shelves. The boy came with the oxen and I loaded wp and got my wife
on the bed on the wagon and four childrengthe oldest being away at school) and then
started north and took a circuitous route and struck the. rosd 12 milae from hima.
It had rained all the time wntil about sundown when it slackened a little and I
locked back at dusk and saw three persons coming on the ridge ons of them waving
something at me, but supposing them to be Indians I d&ove on and got to Dutch
Charley's at tem o'cloeck. I had to go through some heavy timber to get wp to the
house, and it was 80 4 ark I could not eee my hand beéfre my face, but I took the
ropes which were on my oxen in one hand and ny gourd stick in the other and kept
swinging that finally reached the house all right, . I found the house empty, thev
had left in the afternoon., The fire in the stove was still going and I got my
wife and effects into the house, tied my cattle to the wagon, gétmy wife and children
to bed, and then went up stairs and tore u the upper fldor, breaking the tecards in
two and seaeling wp the windows of which there were four, I then exwmined my guns
of which I had three rifles arid two shot guns, got them ready for use and was lis-
tening for the Indians to arrive, which I supposed were following me, when there was
someone wrepped at the door, my buy Arthur at my back with his shot gun, unbolted the
door, and swung it open, gumin position. There stood peor Bently, and throwing up
hie arms sald, "Myers, for God sake don't shoot." I get him into the house and he
sald Everts and Harch were with him on the way but he did not think Everts would live
to get there, but Hatch might get there sometime in the night, he said that the
Indians had killed all of the folks and had left then for dead (they hadkdlled
14 end taken 9 prisoners.) I got him some supper and put him to bed end then I stood
guard all night but nothing occured. It had rained all night, and in the morring
I went 6ut to the hay racks after getting breakfast, to get some dry hay for my
folks to ride on, when I got part way down there, I saw some ome dodge his head back
behind a hay stack, and I went to the houee and got my gwand went arcund the cld
claim shanty end there was Hatch end Everts. They had come in the night and ssw the
lights, but dare not venture to come in, and so had to crawl in the hey stack,

Everts could hardly move, having been shot in the ankle and on eldow,
all shot to pleces and a shot in the hip joint, Hat & had been shot in the wrist,
cutting off all the cords and Bently had & flesh wound in the fore arm, I tok them
into the house and dressed their wounde the best I could, got them some brsekfast,
loaded up and started for Leavenworth, on the Big Cotton river and got as far as
Burns Bors. but no one was there, and then I went on to Browns and found no one there
either., There was a ford et Brown's but the hill was so steep that I thought I
would go down to middle ford, and on getting there I stopped, and told them I
would go through the timeber and see if I could get across. When I got down on the
bottom I found Brown's wagon, and 1ying there within ten feet of each other were
0l1d Mr. Brown, 82 years old, his son about 4 0, and a german who lived up above on
the river,on ore side of the wagon and on the other side lay the dauvghter about

thirty years old horridly mutilated., I went badr to my folks, told that we would
got get across there and would have to go to lover ford,
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Se we went to lower ford and crossed over and got to Leavenworth about sundown ,

There were three houses, Kelly Bros. on the north side of the road, end Brink

on the south side of the road, and I drove my load to the back of Brink's house,
unloaded and carried 211 into the house. We had a babe 15 months old that fretted
for some milk, so I took a pall and went down the road to where one of Brink's cows
stood and sat down to milk her. Directly Arthur says, "Pa, T hear somedbody talking
down towards the river." and I looked and saw two teams coming up the road. I 1is-
tened, and discovered that they were Indians, rine in one team and seven in the other,
I shoved the pail through the fence and crawled through myself, It was a rail fence
with a heavy erowth of wild sunflower growing by the =ide of 4, I curlsd up Lo wnere
I as lying, and stopped and two Jumped out of each wagon, At first I feared that
they had seen me, two of them Jumped over the fence on either side of me, took out
their knives =nd each cut an armful of corn for the teams, threw it on the wagon

and drove over to Kelly's house. I crawled out through the corn field to the back
slde of the house where my folks were and took my wife(the rest following) out back
into a little Jack Oak Grove, about 15 rods from where the house stood, then I carried
the bedding and other stuff out there, put all my folks to bed, on a cold lunch,

All was still at Kelly's house, but there was a bright light, and I erawled
out into the corn, the sash beins broken out I listened to them, and watched them,
There »ere two of them down cellar handing ® pork to two others that were on the floor,
and some were up stairs getting flour. W-ile listening to their talk ¥ lesned that
the country between us and town was alive with Indjane getting supplies for the warri-
ors, I crawled back to my family, and about 12 o'clock they came out and shot a two
year old heifer, cooked what they wanted, caroused a while and then lay down on the
ground and went to sleep., I stood guard until daylicht or break of day, and then
twisted a hay rope, wound it sround the tongue of the wagon, ot a fence nail and
stuck through each pair of wheels, loaded up, and was about to start, when I discovered
that Bently had taken a guilt and sk®ned aut io anoihsT grove., 1 siaried south, haul ing
the lcad with the wheels locked for 2 1/2 miles, and went into a chain of sloughs run-
ring into the Little Cotton Wood river, havine to make about 1} 3 miles in plain sipght
of the Indians; but we were not discoveredas they were asleep, Ve went over into the
slough and stopped, and I ~ot our breakfast, and while doing so, I looked wp and saw
Bently with the quilt coming down the ridge. My first igpulse was to shoot him, and
I ricked up my rifler, dut my wife laid her hand on my arn and said, "o not do any-
thing you will be sorry for." I 1aid down the gun, and when he came up I asked him
vhere he had been, snd he said that he was afrald that the baby would ery, or the dog
vould bark and call the attention of the Indians to us, I was so provoked that I
could hardly contain myself, ns he was about the only one that could do anytning
except myself, in the party. After breakfast we started and traveled on and about
11 o'clock we saw some Indians, They had taken Dutch Charley's folks prisoners,
had the stock, team, wife and four children, Charley had gohe to a settlers to find
out if he could get into New Ulm and the Indisns , ten of them, had taken his famnily,
There weras some 20 or 30 white me out burying the dead and the Indians saw them and
left the family as fast astheir pronies could carry them, but neither party saw us and
v¢ did not see t e white men. My cattle were very fleshy, and the bows being too
small the off ones neck hegan to get very sore and to was hard work to cet him along,
We pgot within 12 miles of New UMlm and could go no further, for the off ox had lain
dawn 2bout 15 rods from a 1ittle white ash egrove, on the Little Cotton Wood river., I
chained back the near ox, held the other end of the yoke myself, and in this way drew
the wagon down into the grove., We talked the matter over and corcluded that I had
better go into New Ulm for help, so I baked enough bread to last until I could get
ack, and in the morning as soon as it was light enough, I started and went straight
ACross L"e country, passing several houses, and at one place I saw four dead bodies,
the father, mother, son and the 6 year o0ld daushter, the latter havin- heen nailed up
to the side of the house, naked, arms and )imbs extended, and large nails drivem
throush hends and feet. I hastened on, had o swim the Big Cotton Wood river, but got
across all richt, went through the timber on the bluffes back of New Ulm, and from there
I saw some buildings burning and a large hody of Indians mekipg for New Ulm, I went
across the road, =nd stood on = large mound, and was ldoking at them, I wes about
15 rods from the dug way running down into New Ulm when I heard soxe yells behing me,
and on lookign around saw about 75 Indians not more than 65 rods off, coming out of
the ravire, Two of them started for me and I ron for the dugway. Just as I turned
the corner two shots were fired, and were rathe: too close to be confortable, but
being sheltered by thetimer I succeeded in gaining the picketts. The drove the
pieketts into the town aﬁﬁ in less than ten minutes the town was surrounded with fiends
and Bhere was no way for me to get backto my family and wounded men, I was com-

relled to stay in town. The citizens and the reople from the surrounding country, all
éot into the busiress part of the town, and barcaded it the best they could with loose
material; but the Indians killed and wounded a great many. There was a cormon inside

cof the town which was packed full of horses and wegons, and oxen and the people were in
more danger from these than from the Indians, as theyall stampeded when {Pe attack was
made and went wp Main Street, in meny cases taking the wagons with them, ~ The dogs par-
took of the pantidironium, bitins everything they ceme within reach of, and there were
men detailed to shoot all the dogs in the town. There was the best chance to see the
different tenperaments of the human race, than any circumstance in my 1ife of 70 years.
There was a brick building owned and occupied by a Mr. Fuller, whe was in the mercantile
tusinese, and run e general store, in the brick building. I had worn a pajir of moccasﬁns
fror home, amd the prairie grass had cut them all to pieces, and Mr, Fuller noticing them
asked e to come over to the store and put on e pair of shoes. I went wit? him, the
store wae crowded with womern looking for safe places, and while we were elbowing our way
to the back of the store he called my attention to sore women behind the counter, skirts
ralsed, putting whole pleces of factcry and celico under them, others yere praying, sgﬁe -
laughing as if frenzied, some sweering and some sitting as if stupified. Out on the stre
some ware running as if crzed, celling for some loved one, and there were others whe
had to te locked’up to keer them from runnige amone the Indians. I made myself.useful
a8 I could, not having any of my guns with me, The commander of the town hed piaced
30 men in a grist mill on a hench of lend running peraliel to tne town, and Just back
of the town., These men 21l had the tes guns, but at about 2 o'clocg'and one of.then
made his day down to the tevn after some more, but on his way back the Ind%ans xnozing
very well what he was carrying, shot and killed him, Another man was wounded in the )
attenrpt to carry emunition up there, send Judge Flendrew esk me to try it, He said tha
the men would 21l be killed if they could not get more amunition ur there., I told him~
I would try ti get there if he would plece some men to protect me, The men were p%ace&
and I took a peck basket on my arm and started, keering as uneteady a gate as I could,
and yet make headway., WVhen I was about 2/3 of the wey up ?he Indisns sent some shcte
after me, one going through my hair, which I wore long, and anotherpassinc thro?gh my
sleeve, but I got up all richt, and was nct hindered on the way down. At dark ihe
Indians stopped their firing except a sincle shot now ané then.

In the mornin:z just et day breek, a Mr. Tuttle, John wright and myself were
sent to the north west of the tewn to fire some huildings which the Indians had used to
fire from, and as we got part of the way they saw ue and cut us off, snd we ~ade f?r 4
little ravine running to the river. We got there, and Wright couvléd nct swim so I waded
into the water wtil I could not touch tottom, then swam until I couléd touch, then Yent
back and told Wricht to put his hand on my shouvlders and I would tow hix acrcas,"k :A§3
go- frightened when he could not loneer touch bottom, end begen to strucgle and we .Jéf
went to the hottom and when We went docwn the second time I managed to kick hi offpan
get tc lhe surface just in time to catch hold of his hair and Mrt Tuttle came ;o the
§escue, ard we towed Wricht to the shore and took him under a high bank, The ndiagei
firing at us from the tig mound on the other side of the big slough and that emrtie n
to the river below, the balls hitting the bank over us. We rolled Wrighf about unttl
we bdbrought him to conscicusness, and lsft him lyine w#ith his head down wnile“we wen ui
stram to a ravine, crawled up on the ridge and watched the Indians until they wenﬁ back,
then we went backto Wright and found him sitting ww wondering how we couldrleave nim,.
We got him upin the timber and lay there until 10 oclock, then we started for St. ggtgrs.
When we had gone about 5 miles we found & ererman whec was almost a raving manisc. Fe was
from New Ulm, but it was not without a good deal of urging and pulling that we got hi?
to go with ue, and finally struck the road runrimg from Fert Ridgely, snd went'on ags far
as Swaen Leke, but there was a2 band of Indians shead of us, burning the settler's homes,
so we got out into a slough west ¢f the settlement. We had to watch the german all the
time to keep him fromr leaving us, and ih going so far to avoid the Indians we had got
below where we had ought to have struck for St., Peters, and here Wright gave out and
82id he could go no further, sowe concluded that I had better go in after a team, anéd I
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So we went to lower ford and crossed over and got to Leavenworth about sundown.

There were three houses, Kelly Bros, on the north side of the road, end Brink

on the scuth side of the road, and I drove my load to the back of Brink's house,
unlosded and carried all into the houss. We had a badbe 15 months 0ld that fretted
for some milk, so I took a pail and went down the road to where one of Brink's cows
stood and sat down to milk her. Directly Arthur says, "Pa, 1 hear scmedody talking
down towards the river." and I looked and saw two teams coming up the road. T 1is-
tened, and discovered that they were Indians, nine in one team and seven in the other,
I shoved the pail through the fence and cravled through myself, It was a rail fence
with a heavy growth of wild sunflower growing by the eide of 4t T curlsa Gp Lo wnere
I »as lying, and stopped and two Jumped out of each wagon. At first I feared that
they had seen me, two of them jumped over the fence on either side of me, took out
their knives =and each cut an armful of corn for the teams, threw it on the wagon

and drove over to Kelly's house. I crawled out through the corn field to the dack
side of the house where my folks were and took my wife(the rest following) out back
into a 1ittle Jack Oak Grove, about 15 rods from where the house stood, then I carried
the bedding and other stuff out there, put all my folks to bed, on a cold lunch,

A1l was still at Kelly's house, but there was a bright light, and I ecrasled
out into the corn, the sash being broken out I listened to them, and watched them,
There were two of them down cellar handing ® pork to two others that were on the floor.
and some were wp stairs gettine flour. W-ile listening to their talk K lesned that
the country between us and town was alive with Indians getting supplies for the warri-
ors, I crawled back to my family, and about 12 o'clock they came out and shot a two
year old heifer, cooked what they wanted, caroused a while and then lay down on the
ground and went to sleep., I stood guard until daylicht or break of day, and then
twisted a hay rope, wound it around the tongue of the wagon, got a fence najl and
stuck through esch pair of wheels, loaded up, and was about to start, when I discovered
that Bently had taken a guilt and akBued awt s o—ot 1 started soutn, nauling
the load with the wheels locked for 2 1/2 miles, and went into a chain of sloughe run-
ring into the Little Cotton Wood river, having to make about 1 $ miles in plain sight
of the Indians; but we were not discoveredas they were asleep, Ve went over into the
slough and stopped, and I rot our breakfast, and while doing so, I looked up and saw
Bently with the quilt coming down the ridge. My first igpulse was to shoot him, and
[ picked up my rifler, dut my wife 1aid her hand on my arn and said, "Do not do any-
thing you will be sorry for." I 1aid down the gun, and when he came up I asked him
#here he had been, and he said that he was afrald that the baby would ery, or the dog
would bark and call the attention of the Indians to us. 1 was so provoked that I
could hardly contain myself, s he was about the only one that could do anytning
except myself, in the party. After breakfast we started and treveled on and about
11 o'clock we saw some Indians, They had taken Dutch Charley's folks prisoners,
had the stock, team, wife and four children. Charley had gohe to a settlers to find
out if he could get into New Ulm and the Indians » ten of them, had taken his family,
There wers some 20 or 30 white mer out burying the dead and the Indians saw them end
left the famlly as fast astheir ronies could carry them, but neither party saw us and
we did not see the white men., My cattle were very fleshy, and the bows being too
small the off ones neck hegan to get very sore and to was hard work to get him along,
We got within 12 miles of New Ulm and could go no further, for the off ox had lain
dawn 2bdout 15 rods from a little white ash grove, on the Little Cotton Wood river, I
chained back the near ox, held the other erd of the yoke myself, and in this way drew
the wagon down into the grove. We talked the matter over and concluded that I had
better go into New Nlm for help, so I haked enough bdbread to last until I could get
back, and in the morning as soon es it was light enough, I started and went straight
across t-e country, passing several houses, and at one place I saw four dead bodies,
the father, mother, son and the 6 year old daushter, the latter havinc been nailed up
to the side of the house, naked, arms and 1imbs extended, snd large naile drivem
throush hands and feet., I hastened on, had © swim the Big Cotton Wood river, but got
across all right, went through the timber on the bluffs back of New Ulm, and from there
I saw some buildings burning and a large hody of Indians makipig for New Nlm, I went
across the road, and stood on a large mound, and was 1doking at them, I was about
15 rods from the dug way running down into New Ulm when I heard some yells behing me,
and on lookign around saw sbout 75 Indians not more tham 65 rods off, coming out of
the ravire, Two of them started for me and I ren for the dugway. Just as I turned
the corner two shots were fired, and were rather too close to be comfortahle, but
being sheltered by thetimer I succeeded in gaining the picketts. The drove the
picketts into the town ahad in less than ten minutes the town wvas surrounded with fiends
and Bhere was no way for me to get backto my family and wounded men, I was com-

pelled to stay in town. The citizens and the pecple from the surrounding country, all
got into the business part of the town, and barcaded it the best they could with loose
material; but the Indians killed and wounded a great many. There was a common inside
of the town which was packed full of horses and wegons, and oxen and the pecple were in
more danger from these than from the Indians, as theyall stampeded when @?e attack was
made and went up Main Street, in many cases taking the wagone with them, ~ The dogs par-
took of the pantidimonium, biting everything they came within reach of, and there were
men detalled to shoot all the doges in the town. There was the best chance to seec the
fferent temperaments of the human race, then any circumstance in my life of 70 years.
There was a brick building owned and occupied by a Mr, Fuller, who was in the mercantile
business, and run & general store, ir the brick building. I hed worn a pair of moccasins
from home, amd the prairie grass had cut them all to vieces, and ¥r, Fuller noticing them
asked wve to come over to the store and put on e pair of shoes. I went with him, the
store wae crowded with women looking for safe places, and while we were elbowing our way
to the back of the store he called my attention to sore women behind the counter, skirts
ralsed, putting whole pleces of factery and celico under them, others yere_prayingf some "
laugning as if frenzied, some swemring and some sitting as if etupified, Out on the stredt
sone were running aes if crzed, celling for some loved one, and there were others who
had to be locked up to keep them from runnige among the Indians. I made myself useful
as I could, not having any of my guns with me, The commander of the town had plsced
30 men in a grist mill on a bench of lend runnirg parallel to the town, and just back
of the town., These men 21l had the tes guns, but at about 2 o'clock and one of them
made his #ay down to the tevn after some more, but on his way back the Indians knowing
very well what he was carrying, shot and killed him, Another man was wounded in the
attempt to carry amunition up there, snd Judge Flendrew ssk me to try it, He said that
the men would 211 be killed if they could not get more emunition ww there. I told him
I wowld try ti get there if he would plece some men to protect me. The men were placed
and I took a peck basket on my arm and started, keerinc as unsteady a gate as I could,
and yet make headway. When I was about 2/3 of the wey ur the Indisns sent some shots
after me, one going through my hair, which I wore long, and anotherpassing thro?gh ny
sleeve, but I got up all right, and was nct hindered on the way down, At dark the
Indiane stopped their firing except a sinele shot now ané then.,

In the mornincz just et day break, a Mr., Tuttle, John wright and myself were
sent to the north west of the town to fire some huildings which the Indians had used to
fire from, and as we got part of the way they saw us and cut us off, and we made for a
little ravine running to the river. We got there, and Wright could nct swim so I waded
into the water wmtil I could not touch bottom, then swam until I could touch, then went
back and told Wright to put his hand on my shovlders and I would tow him acroas,"b“t ?e
go: frightened when he could not longer touch bottom, and begen to strurg;e and we boéé
went to the bottom and when We went down the second time I managed to kick hin off afl
get tc the surface just in time to catch hold of his hair and N&.QTuttle ceme ;o the
;escus. anl we towed Wright to the shore and took him under a high bank, The ndiansi
firing at us from the big mound on the other side of the big slough and that emptied in
to the river below, the balls hitting the bank over us. We rolled Wrighf about §nttl
we brought him to conscicusness, and left him lyine with his head down vhile we wen ui
stram to a ravine, crawled up on the ridge and watched the Indians until they went back,
then we went backto Wright and found him sitting wp wondering how we couwld leave him.
We got him upin the timber and lay there until 10 oclock, then we started for St. ggt?rt.
When we had gone about 5 miles we found e german whc wss almost a raving maniec, e was
from New Ulm, but it was not without a good deal of urging and pulling that we got hi?
to go with us, and finally struck the road runnimg from Fort Ridgely, asnd want'on as far
as Swan Leke, but there was a band of Indians ahead of us, hurning the settler's hone;,
s0 we got out into a slough west of the settlement. We had to watch the german all : 8
time toc keep him from leaving us, and ih goine so far to aveid the Indians we had go
below where we had ought to have struck for St. Peters, and here Wright gave out and
said he could go no further, sowe concluded that I had better go in after a team, ané I
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tarted and got about two miles on the way when I saw eome horsemen. They were goirg
paraell +ith me, and I vulled off gy shirt and signelled them, Seeing me they came to
me=t me, and on getting nearer, I discovered that it was a sccuting party, ahead of a
rdgularcompany from the Fort, Three of them went back with me, and three of them went
back to the company, bot a team and ceme after us, and took us intec St., Peters. Tre
conmittee for lockinc after the comfort of the refugees took us to a hotel and ordered
supper for us. It soon spread about of our arrival, and Mrs, Temb, the womam that hed
been boarding my oldest girl while she wes away from achool, had come to St, Peters
on the previous Wednesdey talring my deughter with her, and on hearing ¢f our arrival
in town by one of our 0l4d neighbors, Beorge Smith, they sent Lamb after me,

I went ovar there end fownd them in a large buklding where thare were 70
persons, all tke cooking was dcne on a number 8 stove. I hardly krow which was the
most pleased, myself or the girl at our meeting., They hed supposed that we waire all
killed,2zs that was the news that S+ith hagd brought in on his ceming, In the morning
I went béfére Gen'l Sibly for a pass so I could go and locok formy femily, but he utterly
refused me, There were six other men who had left éheir families outside snd wanted to
go oafter them, T staved until the next morning and then the pecvle of my acquaintance
and they were not few, gathered arcund me and we went to his office and I demanded a pass,
He szid that he ocuuld not let an sble bodies man lesve and that he vas sre the Indians
had moved West., I told him that I could force my way out then, and the crowd cheered,
and even fcrced the guard hack in the hall. Finally, the Generzl ordere the clerk to
vrite passes for me and the seven others, and we started for Mankato., Thsre I learned
from en acquaintance, that my family had Just bsen breought in by sone shovlders, and I
found em in a hospital., My wife was unconscious and died the next morning at 5 o'clock,
and burried in the cemetery at Manketo, The ledies of the vicinity were very gocd
to me and my children, but I among thirty others started the next rcrning for FEycta,
Jlrgtezd Cocunty, Minnesota.

Tnis 48 the vlein facts, end if under the current of my life, I have written
notning of the five nights without a moments sleen, of my home broken up, of my wife,
the darli of my 1ife, dead. Amid all the wild froeht :rd hurry of battle ceme in
cruel distinctness, to my tortured mind the mears of ny stffering wife, and the most

itiful cry of my beby girl.

Oh, Yeu who stand by your loved ones as they tacte vair on soft villows, with
2very appliance of helv and hope coemfort, think of my wife, alone irn the woods, with
toree wounded mwen, end four small children, no docter and no nurse, How could I save
her, how cculd I reach her, was the ever rrevailing thought of my mind, as the ery of
the officers urging their men, the walling of women, and the sweering of men, mincled
w18k the fierce shout of the Indians., Tor years end years I have dreemed of that time,
of our home, so pleasent, and seemingly secure, the yard fuvll of flowers which ny wife
ted planted, the June sun shingine so bright as my baby eirl ceme to meet pe, and the
sight of my sweet wife's smiling face at the docr togreet me, and then to a2 wake and
realize that I had been robbed of my wife, end home, and was left with five children,
the oldest on 1y 12 years, and without 2 dollar of a change of clothes, But through
the nelp of an all merciful God, I have raised all my children except one oby, who died
the year after hie mother, to noble manhood and womanhood, to be the stay of my deglin-
ing years, and I truly believe that under neath all pain and wrong their is a power
to make all things right and Just, in Gods good time. Some summer morning I shall meet
the wife of my youth, and in the Joy of that meeting all vain and parting will be
forgotten and the summer morning ean not be far away, THANK GOD,
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started and got about two miles on the way when I saw some horsemen, They were going
paraell vith me, and I nulied off gy shirt and signelled them., Seeing me they came to
meet me, and on getting nearer, I discovered that it was a sccuting party, ahead of a
rdgularcompany from the Fort. Three of them went back with me, and three of them went
back to the company, bot a team and came after us, and took us into St. Peters., The
conmittee for looking after the comfort of the refugees took us to a hotel and ordered
supper for us, It soon spread about of our arrivel, and Mrs, lamb, the womas that hed
been boarding my oldest girl while she was away from school, had come to St. Peters
on the previous Wednesdsy taking oy deughter with her, and on hearing ¢f our errival
in town by one of our old nelghbors, Beorge Smith, they sent Lemb after me.

. I went ovar there end fownd them in a large buklding where thsre were 70

© persons, all the cooking was done on a number 8 stove. I herdly know which was the
most pleased, myself or the girl at our meeting, They hed eupposed that we waire all
killed,as that was the news that Srith had brought in on his coming. In the morning
I went bdfére Gen'l Sibly for a pass so I could go and look formy family, but he utterly
refused me. There were six other men who had left éheir femilies outside and wanted to
go oaftar them: I stayed until the nexi mornifig and then ihe peovle of my acqueintance
and they were not few, gathered around me and we went to his office and I demanded a pass.
He said that he cuuld not l1et an =ble bodies man leave and that he was sre the Indians
had moved West. I told him that I could force my way out then, and the crowd cheered,
and even forced the guard back in the hall. Finally, the General ordere the clerk to
write passes for me and the seven others, and we started for Mankato. There 1 learned
from en acquaintance, that my family had just besen dbrought in by sone shouvlders, and I
found them in a hospital, My wife was unconscious snd died ‘he next morning at 5 o'clock,
and was burried in the cemetery at Mankato., The ladies of ths vicinity were very good
to me and my children, but I among thirty others started the next morning for Eycta,
Olvstesd County, Minnesota.

This 18 the plain facts, and if under the current of my life, I have written
nothing of the five nights without a moments sleen, of my home broken up, of my wife,
the darling of my 1ife, descd. Amid all the wild froeht and hurry of battle came in
cruel distinctness, to my tortured mind the means of ny stffering wife, and the most
pitiful ery of my baby girl,

Oh, You who stand by your loved ones as they taste valr on soft villows, with
every aprpliance of help arnd hoge comfort, think of my wife, alone in the woeds, with
three wounded men, end four emall children, no doctor and no nuree, How could I save
her, how could I reach her, was the ever prevailing thought of my mind, as the cry of
the officers urging their men, the walling of women, and the swearing of men, mincled
wiltk the fierce shout of the Indians, For years end yecrs I have dresmed of that time,
of our home, so pleasant, and seemingly secure, the yard full of flowers which my wife
had planted, the June sun shinging so bright as my baby cirl came to meet pe, and the
sight of my sweet wife's smiling face at the door togreet me, and then to a wake snd
realize that I had been robbed of my wife, end home, and was left with five children,
the oldest on 1y 12 years, and without a dollar of a change of clothes. 3But through
the help of an all merciful God, I have raised all my children except one oby, who died
the year after his mother, to noble manhood and womanhood, to be the stay of my detlin-
ing years, and I truly believe that under neath all pain and wrong their is a power
to make all things right and just, in Gods good time, Some summer morning I shall meet
the wife of my youth, and in the Joy of that meeting all pain and parting will be
forgotten and the summer morning can not be far away, THANK GOD.
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Sioux Falls, Fenq 1¢00. Dear
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o know that one of the ftirst, il not'”

ne first, scttler -of L\on county ls‘ .
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etrue' -, -'“» '. :

T w s bom m Herkimer County
New lork in 1825 . In the spring of
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consin to the piece of ¥nd now known
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wood n.ver four- “miles above the
present * village .of Amiret, Lyon
Ceouniy, Minnesota,. wbere with my
wife and five :hddr‘en I lived for more
than two year:. We planted som corn
and garden. bnt in the main we de-
™ Laued un trapping and trade with the
Indians. At first evervthing went ’
W with us and our relations with
the Indians were pleacant. In the
~ ne of 157 the Dako:a land *OIM-
puny located a townsit: at Sara A,
i by my place and boilt 3 houvse
jand left, a German named John
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| came 10 live “at “myx house. " That
} «nring 1 '1c~0mpamea the Dek. Land®
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AARON MYRES, 4 FARMER LIV-
ING NEAR GARRETSON, IS
HIS \AMI:..
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MR. MYRES GI\'ES AN 'TLR-—
ESTING AC COUNT OF THE
EARLY HiSTORY.
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HE question as to
~ Who was the first
settler of Lyon
County hnd pro-
bably been solved.
Doane Robin-on,
3Who is now editing

“‘c monthly South

has discovered 'him. He

alls, Feb. 4, 1900. Dear
It mayx be of interest to you
that one of the first, if not
ier of Lyon county is
ear Garretson. His
‘\IY_\'(:'-. I visited hLim
terday and he told me
the following story which I believe to
e true: e
%. **Iwas born in, Herkimer Cous ty
INew York in 1825, In the spri f
1555. 1 moved from Polk o ount: s
leonsin 1o the )vgru_uf Yand now ‘N
¢ the Rotinsor & g (B0 N
wood river four ' miles
present ."\i”n;@ of
Ceouniy. Minnesots.
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i < 13
fleahicker in charge. 4 r
atempted t0 turn & penny on the

by | se lhng whiskey. to the Indiars
1 and io con~c~quen(’e lost his position
if with the Iaznd Com':anv He then
came to live at my bhouse, That
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Ulm for suppliea g¢ Couuu.n' to my
H exuress‘insructions he lam in a gask °
of ten ;ralkms of thislvv A notori-:
ous halfi I\imnd,.lohn Grmpbell,
whom ;p't(.h ﬁ, ’Mankato.
5aw him. fy.the, Tiquer’ and ith &
party of seven ch;'ux followed bim on
the road ) ome and ’“E(z) near Walnut
‘0 1 himm ahd took no-weasjon
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of ‘Jiﬁl‘;{( \;‘ & T, g'ns.k
— L ](_t; .'\ notorij.
“Who in 1862 wae o P
e = Dung at Mankato
saw him buy.the licuer and wigh o
party of seven Sx'oux‘féllowed h"ntb .
219 mu}c\] home and 'vaeq near Wl:l]n?xltl
rrove Killed him o
of the pro;wrly.nf. ‘::;}wtx(‘,(ﬁ;f:ﬁsessio‘n
] Va5 unwise to leave my family ;i‘h'l‘ ‘
ed s0 far from' help so I remoy g?s-
Lake Shetek, where there wag u? -
slett.tll(».z;]en}. We remained at th% Ilf:kae :
({ Until the settlement was %
the outbreak of 1862, a:Vhd:tSt:)?;ii;::

)
[ at that time is a wel) known part of
o
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:Exe bistory of Southwest Minnesota
h,ar[x):iei.} Bde-ur, au old reprohate whosé
Ived at Lynd, "angd
& » ynd, to whom th
B!‘ hetek stettlers hag shown much kinde
.'), - T came down on the settlement and
without the slighiest Drovosation Ln

LR Y L4

E] €d five of the sixteen men ang thr
the ten women of the settlement b ef?d‘)f
several of the children, Three ‘:'51 -
and several children were taken ‘?m_en
oner, * We hitched up our ox t:::xs-
an s_'(:t.n MIng up as mueh x)rovisiol::
ad l:(‘n\"l]i(‘al]}' at hund, we
¢d for New [")m. Before reuct:ing“‘

i 8 m\ (¢ ©n oa )
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\
cmely fortunate circum-
ince for leaving the o) '
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‘ the villuge
’ “vlred by the Tndiaps und
€ entire FLY came up at that
W T ] certainy  wanlg
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Led andad in disaster. - I then return-
¢d 10 my family and we went onlo
Mankato, but the exposure and 1ne
frizht had heen too‘mucb for M.rs.
Mvers and she died about the, time |

we reached Mankato.?? 3 i
10 o8 Mr,\’fzs has remarried and with
his wife lives in a cozy, little cottage
adjoining the home of Mrs. Chas.
Millard, his wife’s daughter on 3
farm five miles northwest of the village
of Garretson. His five children, who
shared with bim the terrors and bard- :
ships of the outbreak, still live, one}
ofitbemn, Mr. Arthur J. Mryes, pub-
lisher of the Lake City Sentinel, is a
respected citizen of Minnesota. Mr.
Myres was s forty-niner i.nCa}ifor-
nia;his life has been unusually event- |
ful. he possesees 8 clear recollection
and a happy expressiop snd telle of
his experience, in @ Jucid but most

unassuming maonner. et T e

Dosane Robinson.

A SON OF MR. MYERS

F4isor of the Lake City Sentinel
writes Concerning the First
Settler ¢cf Lyon Co.

irticle in last woeek's Reporter
; t the first settler of Lyon County
: was read gy NIr. A. J. Myers, editor
;' of the Lake ‘City Secntimel, and_he
? » 5 I's
seat the following communication:
Lake City, Minn.,, Keb. 20. C. F.
Case, Dcar Sir apd Brother:—When ~
you and I were walking arm io arm_.
going to the farm you CcCoutless did
ot dream you were walking with one
of the first setilers of your county. - ¥
You have miss-spelled our name; it'?
should be Myers. T am the one yvoy
gpeak of as the -s0n of Aran My¢g
and can testify to that and much md
for 1 saw much of the frontier h.’
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Copy of Newspaper Clippinge loaned by D.B. Campbell,
December, 1928.

Aaron Myers.

"“Mr. Myers died early thise morning." Such was the message
that was passed quickly around the town last Saturday morning --
a message that brought forth expressions of sorrow on every hand,

A few weeks ago his good wife was taken sick and lay in a
critical condition for some time. The tender, loving devotion
Mr. Myers always showed his wife was intensified during her
sickness, His vigilance for her welfare and comfort would
have been a heavy tax on a person much younger in years and
more robust in health. She hardly recovered fully when he
suffered another attack from his old enemy -- Bright's disease.
His age and condition of health were both against him and small
hopes for his recovery were entertained from the time he was
firet taken sick. The vitality that sustained him in SO many
times of hardship and sickness made the struggle a heroic one, yet
he sanx gradually until the end came.

The death of Mr. Myers comes as a personal sorrow to the
writer, as it does to many here in Garretson. He was one of
those noble, tender, patient old men whose character was founded
on honor and integrity of the highest order. He was always a
messenger of good cheer to the homes where he was frequently
welcomed. His presence there was like that of a father -- whole-

some and inspiring. His simple, unpretentious life was one

unique in its quiet influence, one that will be gadly missed.

Obituary.

Aaron Myers, who died at his home in Garretson, S. Dak., at
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twenty minutes past four o'clock Saturday morning, March 10,
1906, was born in the state of New York, June 8, 1835, The
deceased was eighty years, nine months and two days old at his
death, having passed the alloted three score years and ten by
more than half a score'of years. In early manhood he left his
native state and lived in Illinois for a short time afterwards
settling in the state of Minnesota about the year 1855, 1In 1882
he came to South Dakxota and settled in Minnehaha county where

he lived to the time of his death. Mr. Myers leaves three
children, Mrs. E, R. Patrick, Mrs. J. D. Carr and Mr. Arthur
Myers, of Lake City, Minn., besides his step son and daughter,
Mr. H. Beardsley, of Sioux Falls, and Mrs. C.J. Millard, of
zarretson, to mourn the loss of a kina and loving father whose
memory will remain with them and with all who knew him, a source
of peace, comfort and love. Mr. Myers always lived an active,
useful life, taking an active part in all the affairs of the
community that promoted the welfare of his fellow men. The

last two weeks of his life were spent on a bed of sickness and
suffering during which time he bore patiently and without
complaint the pain that ended in the stillness of death. Among
men he bore an irreproachable character for in all things he was
the soul of honor. Everyone'in the community knew him and greatly
honored him for his stirliné:gharacter and social qualities. A

good man has gone to rest, after the battles of many years, to be

2t peace with God, the Creator and Father of all Men. **

[Second Clipping]
An 014 Warrior

Short Account of Former Minnehaha Co. Citizen

Pierre, March 21. -- (Special to the Argus-Leader.) -- In
. [(Myers ]
the death of Aaron Meyers,“at Garretson, on the 10th, one of the
last, if not the last of the settlers who located at the Falls
[t]

of the Sioux in 1857, passed away. Mrs.aueyers came as an em-
ploy of the Dakota Land company, and was later placed in charge
of the business of that company at Saratoga, Minn., on the
Cottonwood river, but was frightened away by the Indians and

[(Shetek
joined the Saeta _Lake settlement, and escaped massacre there

at the time of the Indian raid of 1862, taking his family in an
ox wagon and starting for New Ulm, only to find that place sur-
rounded by the Indians. He crawled into the town, and volun-
teered to go for relief, and succeeded. All this time his family

was camped on the prairie, and after the Indians were driven

away he rejoined them and started for Mankato, but on the way his

wife died from the effects of the exposure and fright. Mr.
Meyers settled at Garretson in 1882, and resided at that place
up to the time of his death.
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