
JOHN NA I RN FAM ILY 

John Nairn 
born 22 Sept. 1028 in Co l di nghurn , Scotland 
came to Ameri ca in 1652 , settled in soutl1ern ~innosota ca . 1857-9 
escaped Sioux Indian massacro noar New Ulm , Mir1n ., Sept . 1062 
mo ved t o homo of brother , James , S2pto 1062 , ir1 Ourlinuton , Iowa 
mo ved t o Omaha , NE , 1865 
mo ved t o Sioux City , I~ ., 10GO 
lived in Sioux City/S:-ilix 106£3-1 09!1 ~ Ou.l\,\..ed. NQirlll~ Mill 
died 11 April 1894 in Salix , Ia . 

Maodalon e Nisbet Nnirn Mrs . John Nnirn 
born 27 J an. 1827 in Coldingham , Scotland 
iilarried t o J ohn Nnirn in 1852 in Coldinl)ha1;i 
came to Ame r ica 1852 
died 17 July 1909 in or ncnr Salix , Ia . 

Children : 

Cecilia Douglass Nairn 
born 20 June 1852- -Coldingham , Scotland 
died 27 Feb . 1874~Sioux City or Salix , Id . 

Infant boy 
born 20 Fob . 1054--placc? unknown 
died 20 f eb . 1854-- 11 11 

James Nairn 
born 7 Mar . 1856-place unknown 
died 8 Oct . 1062--3urlington , low~ 

r·la rgaret Hobertson ( i·lag9ie) Nairn (.(eduxcd Fa.lls? 
born 11 Nov . 1 ~l~9--probably neur rt . Hidyuly , l-linnosot3 
died 31 July 1926--probably in -Sioux City ,---I-no 

William John Nairn 
:!OuXt Ci~~, 1-0. • 

born 7 Ju l y 1862-probably neur Ft . !lidQoly or Now Ulm , f~ inn . Red.u:ood fQ..l ls ? 
died 7 May 1881--Sioux City or Salix, Ia . 

Elizabeth Bessie Nairn f ~ rs . Robert H. Countc~rnir10 
born 11 Novo 1868--Sioux City , Ia . 
died 4 Mar . 1919- Sioux City , la. 
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This manuscript was written by John Nairn sometime 
between ' 1862 and 1894. I do not know how it happened 
to be written or if it were published. 

There are two typed copies of the manuscript here. 
The second was typed ca. 1926 by John Nairn's niece, 
Sarah Jeffrey Buckley, who found the manuscript in 
the possessions of John Nairn's daughter Margaret 
after Margaret's death in 1926. The first copy 
is one that I typed, as Sarah's copy was nearly 
unreadable. 

I did not know of the manuscript's existence until 
1981. After my cousin Dorothy Buckley died that 
year, it was found in her possessions. My cousin, 
Dr. Elizabeth Russell of Mt. Desert, Maine, gave 
me a copy. 

I would like very much to find a copy of the original 
handwritten manuscript. 

Mrs. Ronald L. Troy 
15009 Westchester Circle 
Omaha, Nebraska 68154 
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A History of the Sioux Massacre 

The personal recollections of the late John Nairn 

The material for this paper is derived from personal re~ollections of life among the Dakota Indians, and covers a period from 1854 to 1862. 

The popular mind has ever regarded the Sioux Massacre as only an outburst of savage fury, entirely without excuse, which is but a partial view. 

I propose to lay before you an impartial statement of the situation as it existed, covering the period above stated; and it may throw some light on this subject hitherto somewhat obscure, and in a measure help us to understand the causes in operation leading to a revolt of this section of the Dakota people. 

Fort Ridgely, in Minnesota on the St. Peter river, an outpost of civiliza-tion in 1854, was constructed to control the roving Dakota bands of Indians who had about this time been removed to their reservation on the Minnesota or St. Peter river. The Reservation extended from Fort Ridgely to its source and cov-ered a territory ten miles in width on each side of the ~tream. The country west of the river had been chosen by the Indians for their camps and fields, the river thus forming a barrier between themselves and their hereditary foes the Chipewas, who occupied -the country near the sources of the Mississippi to the East and North. Fort Ridgely was built to the east of the Minnesota; the Lower Sioux Agency, as the crow flies, about twelve miles fu~ther up the river on its western bank, and about ten miles south of the Redwood or Cha-sha-sha, a tribu-tary of the Minnesota, from which the Agency derived its name, Redwood. 

About thirty five miles to the North of the lower agency, near where the Yellow Medecine river falls into the Minnesota was built the upper agency and named "Yellow Medecine" after the river, and by the Indians "Pay-zhe-hoo-taze". 

Around the lower agency were gathered the Mississippi and Lower Minnesota bands known as the "Medi-wa-con-tan" and "Wah-pa-cuta" or "Leaf Shooter". They were divided into about five principal bands, each having -a nominal hereditary chief, through whom all business with the government was transacted. They thus possessed a certain kind of influence over the bands but no authority. Authority was only exercised by the principal men (?) or soldiers of the band. They were chiefly trappers and hunters of small game, and expert with firearms. 

The Yellow Medecine Indians were known as "Sisseton'' and "Wah-pa-ton" and occupied the country from the Yellow Medecine north to the British possessions, and followed the buffalo as far west as the Missouri River. 

The Sissetons were hunters of the plains, knowing comparitively little of the use of fire arms, which they seldom used, the bow and spear being the favorite weapons in their hunts. "Ta-tan-ka-na-zha" or Standing Buffalo" was their head or principal chief. Once a year they appeared at Yellow Medecine in full force to receive their annuities. They came with all their possessions, horses, dogs, wives and children, a promiscuous but picturesque company; not a wheel in the whole procession, travoys or ·poles tied together near the ends, crossing the animals' backs; dogs being harnessed as well as the horses, on which were carried every conceivable kind of camp furniture, their babies and supplies. The horses also usually carried an Indian lady, riding man fashion, 
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and enveloped in an exceedingly soiled buffalo skin and like the famous Brion Olin, with the "fleshy side out and the hairy side in". There were also in the procession many dignified and solemn gentlemen dressed as history describes the first red men. They rather appeared to be passengers, and took but little in-terest in the various duties of the camp, over which the ladies had full sway. 

The Wah-pa-tons in their social life and habits more nearly resembled the Lower Sioux, occasionally trapping and hunting small game although depending mainly on the buffalo for their supply of meat. Their principal villages were five miles North of the agency, near where were the Presbyterian missions. At this place was the Hazelwood Republic, an organization hitherto unknown to the public, conducted by the Indians themselves, where they were trained in the formula of the republic and taught the principles of civil government as a preparatory step to becoming citizens of the United States, one of the great aims of their missionary teachers. At the agencies were small communities of white people, employees of the government, some of them having families residing 
wi~h them. At the Lower Agency the Presbyterians had built a house of worship. The Episcopalians occupied a government building in which were held religious services, and also used as a school house, where the white children of the agency might attend. The corps of agency employes consisted of physician, farmer, blacksmith, warehouse clerk and a carpenter who acted as master mechanic and general overseer of the mechanical department embracing mills, building, bridging, etc. Under the farmer and carpenter often a large force of men was employed. In close proximity to and in sight of the agencies, the traders had erected their stores and warehouses, where large stocks of general merchandise were carried. 

The Sissetons had no particular grievance against the government, as their hunting territory was not encroached upon. They seldom came in contact with white people, except traders. Among the Indians of the lower agency a feel-ing of discontent and dissatisfaction was observable soon after their removal and was intensified by the frequent change of their superintendents and agents, who were generally men who were densely ignorant of the Indians, and unquali-fied by either training or knowledge for the responsible duties they assumed. It was unfortunate that the government had no established system of dealing with the Indians. A drifting, careless policy had been inherited and continued appar-ently without consideration. 

The relation of the Indians to the government was anomalous, and indepen-dent semi-civilized foreign people, in possession of large tracts of land with-in the territorial limits of the United States, and whose claim to the terri-tory over which they roamed had never been questioned. Their independence was acknowledged when the government went into treaty relations with them for the surrender of portions of their land when wanted for the spreading population. They were allowed to manage their own affairs and permitted to carry on a never ending predatory warfare with the neighboring tribes, which was a scandal to the government and a hindrance to their civilization. Each new agent was allowed to formulate his own policy, or drift without one, which was the commoner way. In several instances, without a common education and without preparation such men were invested with the control and management of thousands of wild, untutored men, and the harideling of great sums of their money; a most responsible and deli-cate position, but which some pot-house politician (?) was considered as pos-sessing the necessary qualifications. On a salary of $1000 a year some agents would rise from poverty to affluence and retire with a fortune. It was con-sidered the correct thing for an incoming agent of this kind (?) to introduce him-se 1 f to the ln dians at a genera 1 pow wow and air his knowledge of Indian ideas, 
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which were thought to be imaginative and poetical, and supposing that something 
in the same line from their new father would be immensely pleasing and recommend (?) 
him to their favor. The red man would be informed that his white father was a 
great man and had been sent by their "great father" a.t Washington to do them 
good, that he hoped they would live in peace and h3rmony, and it would be mighty 
pleasing to him to see the smoke from the wigwam of his red brother ascending 
and mingling with the smoke from the wigwam of the white man, and he hoped to 
smoke with them the pipe of peace and so on. An Indian crotor (?) in reply 
would at once launch out into the wrongs of the Indians, scoring, critisizing 
and condemning the course of the retiring agent and the faithlessness of the 
government, almost knocking the breath out of his white father by his knowledge 
of treaty and agency affairs, abolishing and annihilating the preconceived no-
tions of his white father, clipping his soaring wings and landing him on the 
earth among pork (?) and flour. 

The chiefs of the Lower Sioux, with two exceptions, were quiet, sensible 
men and all well understood in what relation they stood to the government. The 
two exceptions were Little Crow and Little Six or "Sha-ko-pee". Little Crow was 
restless and ambitious, of more than ordinary intelligence, and by his eloquence 
and energy, dominated and in a measure controlled the actions of the different 
bands. Little Six, so named because of his short stature, was chief of a large 
band who were considered the worst and most dangerous of all the Indians. He 
was a garrulous old fellow, who was much concerned about the comforts of living 
and expended his eloquence on the beauties of a good feast and plenty to eat. 
His son, however, was a tal 1 scowling ruffian, whose after actions .in no wise 
belieq his looks. There was one other band of Indians related to the 
Wah-pa-ku-ta; or rather only a band of outlaws, recruited by the other criminals, 
hiding from justice, headed by "Inkpaduta" or "Scarlet Tail" or "Scarlet End" 
who had gained great noteriety by his killing of the Spirit Lake settlers. 

This family, although belonging to the annuity Indians, never appeared 
openly at the agency or directly received anything from the government and af-
ter the Spirit Lake raid, courted the shade as much as possible. 

During the Buchanan administration an old Indian trader of some ability 
was appointed agent and inaugerated an entire change in the conduct of the 
agencies. He was well acquainted with the Indian character and needs, and 
tried on his own responsibility, to better their condition. Up to this time 
nothing had been attempted to improve their material or intellectual condition. 
Previous to, and up to this period the Indians had lived in their original 
tribal communities. Each band cultivated a large communal field, annually 
di vided by themselves into parcels suitable for each family. The agency farmer 
fenced and plowed the field. It was then planted to corn and cultivated by the 
Ind ~an women. During the communal period but little of any other crop was raised; 
a few beans, squashes, sometimes melons and occasionally a few potatoes. A rad-
i cal change was now in contemplation, · the breaking up of the tribal idea, the 
segregation of the bands and the settling of families on seperate parcels of 
land. The Indians generally did not favor the plan, and opposed a seperation 
from each other, further than was necessary in order to obtain an amount of 
land necessary for a sufficient field. 

The Lower agency settlements extended perhaps ten miles north and nearly 
as far south of the agency, along the west side of the Minnesota having the 
high river bluff for a base and extending as far as desired towards the open 
prairie. On these parcels of land about two hundred brick, frame and log houses 
had been built. A few school houses were also erected and a number of teachers 
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engaged, but little or nothing was accomplished by them. It was however quite 
an advanced idea for an Indian agent to even recognize the necessity of educa-
ting the Indians. The missionaries were practical men, earnestly at work, and 
compelled a recognition of the necessity of education. The traders quietly 
opposed any change in agency affairs that seemed to interfere with special in-
terests. Money and a variety of goods were annually distributed among the 
Indians, called annuities, which were furnished by the government as payment 
for lands surrendered by them, and not, as many supposed, a gratuity. When a 
distribution was to take place, all the Indians had to be present and placed on 
the pay roll as each person, from the oldest to the infant just born, were en-
titled to, and received equal shares of money and goods. All the Indians were 
enclosed in an open space, each band passing through an opening by families and 
counted. The goods consisted of articles for domestic use--hats, caps, boots 
and shoes and ready made clothing for men and boys. This sounds as if the In-
dians were progressing in civilization and adopting decent and civilized methods 
and habits, but the goods apparently were not selected as suitable for his 
habits or comfort, scrapings of eastern warehouses that must have been purchased 
for a trifle, but paid for by the Indians possibly at a high price. Swallow 
tail coats of ancient make, "plug" hats and cow hide boots, which he only en-
dured on his feet for a day for the novelty of the thing, and shoes of every 
make and pattern, were some of the articles distributed. They were novelties 
for the young people and mighty popular for a time. It was quite the thing for 
a youngster to don a "plug" tile and "swallow tail", the tails sometimes trailing 
on the prairie, on which he would turn his head and gave with immense admira-
tion, but the luster of his grandure soon wore off, fashions changed in an 
hour, swallow tails were shorn to the waist and hats were cut in two, his 
preference usually inclining to the ~op half as more suited to his athletic 
taste. The stiff boots tortured their feet . and the tops were soon used as 
soles for their more comfortable moccasins. The sensible men of the bands had 
no use for such goods and openly said they were being robbed, but were soothed 
by extra presents for tnemselves and their leading men which, however, did not 
blind them to the fact that their money was being wasted, if nothing worse, and 
that they were bribed to be a party to the transaction. They would ask where 
their presents came from, or who paid for them, were suspicious and only ac-
cepted the presents to distribute among their friends, afraid of being suspected 
as parties to the fraud and thus lose their influence in the band. Of course 
blankets, cloth and calico for shirts and women's wear, were part ~f the goods, 
but a great many things were inferior in quality, made for the Indian trade, 
and the laughing remark was not uncommon "good enough for an Indian". There 
was a general conviction that there was gross misapplication of their money and 
that they were helpless to prevent it. The complaint was common that they were 
not consulted as to their needs, and were compelled to accept goods of little 
or no use to them. 

A vicious system of trading was early introduced by the traders. Credits 
were given to the Indians of which they kept but little account. When the 
money annuities were paid the traders sat at the tables, and as soon as the money 
was passed to the Indians a trader put his hand on it, took what he wanted and 
passed the remainder to the Indian. This method of collecting debts was the 
cause of endless trouble. The Indians accused them of robbery, but as the 
agent allowed it they had to submit, but with a vengeful feeling growing and 
intensifying in many of their hearts. A trader's clerk relating a conversation 
he heard between two old Indians, said they begged a piece of tobacco and 
squatted on the floor for a smoke. He heard them laughing and listened. Said 
one, taking a whiff "Have you heard the news?" No what is it?" said the other. 

"We are getting a new great father". Oh said the other,"that is news indeed" and 
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wi th a laugh "I wonder if his pockets are deep?" Our great father always sends us a new father with deep pockets and the Dakotas have to f i 11 them", and they smoked and laughed at their own wit. 

That half of their reservation east of the Minnesota was of little use to them, and only used for an occasional hunt. Bands of Chippewas stealing across the prairie, ambushed and killed the hunters and travelers. During their last inroad three Dakotas were killed and one Chippewa wounded. One of the Dakotas, Little Crow, barely escaped the tomahawk of a vengeful Chippewa. The affair was seen from the fort. A detatchment soon overtook the Chippewas, who were. encumbered by a wounded comrad they were unwilling to abandon. They were brought to the fort and kept there until the wounded man recovered, when they were started for their reservation which they reached in safety. The Sioux were furious be-cause the Chippewa prisoners were not delivered to them. Six hundred braves demanded them at the fort, and left in a hostile frame of mind. As the Dakotas would not occupy this half of their reservation, they had been opportuned for some time, by interested parties, to sell it to the government, and many had been the conferences in relation to the sale. The Indians refused to sell knowing that they were being pushed to the wall, and afraid the money would never reach them. At a council they were assured that the money would come directly to them, as all their debts to the traders were paid, and it was represented to them that if the country was filled with white people they would be free from the harrassing raids of their enemies. The treaty was finally concluded, the land sold and opened for settlement, most of it along the river being quickly taken. The Indians often complained that they had never been paid a dollar of the money which they said was swallowed up in the payment of false claims, whether true or false, no accounting was ever made with them for the money which they could · understand. 

In the Spring of 1859 a dreadful and altogether unlooked for massacre of white settlers had taken place at Spirit Lake, Iowa. About forty men, women and children, without warning, were ruthlessly killed by a small band of Indians going from house to house, destroying each family as they went. Four women were taken prisoners, two of them only escaping with their lives. They were purchased from their captors by the agency Indians and delivered to their friends. This occurrence put the Indians in a flame. (?) Blood had been shed and only more blood would seem to satisfy them. So threatening seemed the situation that all the agency employes were called to the agency and soldiers with artillery were brought from the fort for protection. The cooler heads among the Indians, however, counseled peace and they were quieted for a time. A feeling of unrest and ex-citement was, however, abroad among them and several things occurred to augment and intensify this. condition. A son of Ink-pa-du-ta (?) boldly visited some friends at Yellow Medecine. A small detatchment of soldiers hastily summoned from Fort Ridgely surprised and killed the murderer, which nearly brought on a conflict. About this time the Superintendent of Indian affairs in one of his addresses to the Indians, had promised them an extra sum of money, something that was to make them happy. The Indians were greatly elated and had come from far and near to receive it. About 4000 (?) had come together and many had come from a great distance poorly supplied for their journey. They were in a famishing condition and broke into the warehouse and helped themselves to provisions, hav-ing previously, by a stratagem, deprived the guards of their weapons. T. W. Sherman then came from the fort with his artillery to protect the agency. A young Indian strolling through the soldiers' encampment, defiantly stabbed one of the soldiers. He was surrendered to the officer, but made his escape, and, as the soldier recovered no farther action was taken as the situation was felt to be precarious. 
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Orders had been sent from Washington to send an expedition to punish the Spirit Lake murderers. The Indians were told that no farther annuities would be paid unless this was done, and as a test of their loyalty they were expected to do it. They very reluctantly, after much counciling, got together a large party and proceeded against Ink-pa-du-ta. The Indians ueanestly (?) urged the propriety of the white soldiers punishing the murderers. They were willing to help, but said they could not do it alone, and . they were right. A large party finally went to arrest or kill the murderers who still lingered near the lakes. Returning after their provisions failed, they reported a fight that did not take place and the Ink-pa-du-tamurdererswere never punished. The entire proceedings were fruitful only of evil.(?) The younger Indians laughed at what they supposed the weakness of the whites and it certainly encouraged them to their awful work of 1862.(1) · 

The blanket of (or?) wild Indians, were fiercely opposed to the seperate farm plan and its civilizing effect, which was commencing itself gradually to even many who were at first opposed to it. They felt their influence was on the wane and unless something was speedily done, they would soon be an in-different (?) minority. Could peace have been maintained for only a few years the influence of the progressive Indians, working in harmony with the missions, would have made the outbreak impossible, and all the subsequent troubles with the different bands of the Sioux would have been avoided. 

Th~ Civil war was now in progress and helped on the coming storm. The money annuities had been delayed and the feeling of discontent was clearly assuming a hostile appearance. A number of men had been enlisted at the agency and neighboring settlements, which the Indians were not slow to perceive, favored their plans, leaving the country more at their mercy and encouraged them to believe they could drive out the white people and repossess themselves of the country, which among the ignorant young warriors was considered possible if the different tribes in Minnesota--the Siouxs, Chippewas and Winnebagos--could be consolidated; and some steps had been taken in this direction. Shortly before this time the Tee-you-tee-pe (Tee-yon-tee-po?) or Soldiers' Lodge had been or-ganized. This was a secret order where only warriors were admitted, those who had killed and scalped an enemy, or at least had touched the dead body of one newly slain. The members were only called together when war or a great hunt was in contemplation. At these meetings every question of importance was discussed and plans made for the work in contemplation. Severe penalties were inflicted on any one revealing the work of the lodge; his property was destroyed and he even sometimes suffered death. Two instances of this punish-ment inflicted occurred at the agency. One man had his clothes entirely cut from his person, leaving him naked, and the other was shot to death. Something of the designs of the lodge had leaked out and they were the supposed culprits. At those secret consultations a plan had been formed for an organized outbreak, which had it been adhered to, would have been more destructive in its results. Their money annuities had been delayed on account of pecuniary difficulties at Washington and did not arrive until the outbreak had taken place. Their plan was to be ready at payment time, when, as usual a great many visitors would be at the agency, secure their money and massacre all the white people present. All their plans miscarried, as some young bucks of the Shakope band not in the secret, precipitated matters by killing some people at Acton in Minnesota. The temper of the Indians needed only a spark to create an explosion, and this fired ~he train. This was on the 17th of August, 1862. On that night a great council was hastily called and _the question was ''Deliver the murderers or fight". It was decided by a speech, some said by Little Crow, who made the decisive remark "Our hands are now bloody, let us fight at once". Their movements 
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were, however,without order or concert. The impatience of the young warriors to 
distinguish themselves could not be controlled and before morning small raiding 
parties dispersed themselves over the outlying settlements, murdering the un-
suspecting people in their homes and fields and working back in a narrowing circle toward the agency, destroying everything in their course. At 6:45 on the morning of the 18th of August the storm broke over the agency, and within fifteen minutes 
no living white people were there, all had either fled or were dead. The 
Indians had gathered in parties around the stables and warehouse and a large number were seen near the trading posts, but no overt act had taken place up to 
this time. They seemed to be waiting. Standing among a number of them I 
could get no answer to my questions as to what the trouble was. Suddenly 
there was a great discharge of guns and instantly there was a break for the 
stables, in which were many fine horses. Several volleys in quick succession 
followed, then scattering shots as individuals were killed. The trading posts 
had been attacked and were being rifled. A few persons only escaped because of 
the eagerness o~ the Indians for their share of the plunder. 

### 

(Th i s is the end of the manuscript as I received it. However, some of it may 
well be missing.) 

Peggy Troy 
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---------~------------.J•:n·::;onal recollact.ion:J of ti1e lat.~ JQh.;1 H31rn • 
--------------------

T~e rJ3~2r1al for this paper is .derived from p~r3on~l recol!ectlon: 
of lii'f.? ..-:10:1:; th~ D:~:ot~ Ind1:~nn ,~.!1•! co'T:'-'?rs ~ p~riod tro:-J 13,J4 to ''"6~. 

7h~ r~o:1ul"ar raind has ever reg~decl the Sioux li!a3sac.ra as only an out 
burst of 3:iva;a fury,e:it1rely without excuse,,vhich 13 put a pnrt1al Vien 

I ·.:>ro~~ose to l .~, before you an 1ra)art13.l. statement ot th~ a1 tuat1on 
as 1t- exi3tecl,co·1.:r.tns tl1g pe!'1ou above atatec!;c..."1d 1t oey t?row some 1131 
on. t:·1:t :J 3•.loj eo t hi th~rto s.~:~e7lh:"!t o bscur ~, :1nd 1n :?. neasu-r e n~lp il3 to 
u~d~rstand th~ causes 1n operation lending to a revolt of this section of the D:!kota peo;le. _ 

Fort Rid~aly ,1n !!lnneaota on the St rater r1ver,an outpost of c1 .. t111-
:at1on in 1:33.i,,1~.s constructed to control tho rovln...3 Dn:::ota ba:nd3 of 
Indi~"l.3 who had ab:>ut this tine been ~e~oved to their reservation on the 
~1nneaota or St ret~r river • The Reservation extended froo Fort Ridgelr 
to 1 ta aource :?.'ld ~ove:red a terr! tory ten niles in Width on each side or 
the stre!l.a • The count!'y west of the r1v~r had been chosen by the India?J 
for ti.1eir ca.::ipa and f1 ~lds,, the r1 ver thus for:il~ a barr1 er bet.ween 
theaselves a.-'ld th~ir hereditary foes the C~~en~s,who occupied the count 
near the nourc-e3 or tlle :.:1ss1sa1pp1 to the ~ast and Horth. Fort Ridgely 
vas bulLt to the east of the ~1nneaota;the Lo~er Sioux Agency .as the 
cro~ n1~~.about tr1elv~ miles turthar up the river on 1ta western bank, 
and nbout ten mil.ea south. of the Redtvood or Cha-shn.-::iha,n tributary of 
the .;.i1nncs::>ta,froa 't)hlch the l\6ency derived its n:.lUe,Redwood. 

About thirty f'i ve &:U.l.~a to the North of the lo\ler agenc:r,nsar where 
the Yellor1 ;Jedec1ns river falls 1rito the !J1~1..'1esot:i uns built the upper 
a3ency and naned "Yello'W l!.adec1ne " aft ~r the r1 ver, a.11d by the Indians 'tp:2.Y- z...'1.c-hoo-taze". . 

Ar·)~-,d ti1e lower ~enoy were e;athercd the llissias1pp1 and Lo\Yer 
ll1nneaota bands knorai as the 111Iad1-wa-con-tan11 nnd 0 \7a.'1-pa-cuta" or ''Lear 
Shooter", They were d1V1ded ·1nto about five pr1nc19P...l bands ,e~ch hr.iv!ng 
a !10~1n'll hered1 tary ch.let~ throu;91 who!n nll bua1nesa wt th ths 5overl'lL'lent 
vas tr~sacted • The:r thus possessed a cert?.1n kind of influence ovar tl~ 
b<m.d3 but no author! ty. Author! ty was only exercised by the principal I:J~ 
or sold1er:i of.. the bfu"'ld• They were chiefly trappers 3.rld hunters of SI!lall. game,and expert with firearms. 

The Yellow 1Iedcc1ne Indians were knorm as "Sisseton" and "Unh-pa-ton' 
and occupied the country froa the Yellow lledacine north to the British 
poasesRlons.and follo~ed the buffalo as far west as the UissouDi River. 

The .S1a3etons WP.re hunter3 of the pln1ns,!Olow1ng compar1t1vely litt~ 
of the use ot fire nrms,which they seldam U3ed.the bow nnd spe~r being 
the favorit;e weapons 1n their hunts. "Tn-ta.n-ka-na-zha" or Standing · 
Buffalo'.'. was their he:td or principal chief. Once a yep.r they appe ... red at 
Yellow ~edec1ne 1n full force to receive thotr ruL~ulties, ~hey c:u::e w!th 
ell tl:ei~ .f~osseasiona ,hol"sea.dogs.m.ves and children,a proI!l.lscuous but 
Picturesque company;not a wheel in the whole proceosion,trnvoys.or poles 
tied toeether near the ends,crosaill;!; the 2lli<Ial.s backs;do,;s beino harnes 
ed ao 1;ell aa the hors es, on which lie re carried every co nee i vabla kind 
of Cl!!ilp turn1ture,the1r babies and su;.plics, The horses aloo uaually 
cm.· r i "d n..'l Ind1 nn L~d;f, rl din.,; oan t ~.shi on , l:i.'ld cnvel oped 1n rui e xce ed!na; 
l:r. coll.ad buffalo s:cinn a.'ld 11ka the t'~ra~us /:J!•ion Cli:i , 11i tlt tlle "fleshy 
3ic.c uu t n.id the hclr]: side in" There irore also in the ;,rocess!on ,any 
di5nlt'12d and sol.crui sontleoen dressed as history descr1l;res t<ie first 
red ~en. Ziey rather ap:_:}a:ll'ed to be pas3enzers,.and took but little 
1..'ltoreat in th<1 various duties of the c?.mp,over r.hic:1 tho ladles had full ~ ":l:r:J • 

The ~ah-pa-tons in their social llfo and hablt3 core ne~rl 
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t:1e In:.7 10:ns,sc?r1.'1~; ,ci·1t'iniz1n:~ a:1d conue.:.Jain..; t:1e course of the 
r ~tlr l.:1; ::-~,.;en t, a:td t :1~ f ai t;11 e~• snes s ol' tl1 e -..;o vern.::ien t 

1 
al:.:os t. k:1ock1rig 

the brQ·:-t!1 out of· !1ls r1:1ite fnt!1cr by his ~C..'1owledJ;e· of treaty .ind ~enc.y 
affairs,~.bolishia!; ~"ld ·;~;1ni~1ilati n,; t:ie preC0!1Ceived notions Of his Whlb 
r~.the:",cl1:ppln3 his so:i.rin~ w1n;s and l::indin:.:; h1r!l on the enrt!1 nmonl) port and l'lour • 

T~1c chiefs of the .:.-t:ni:or S1·'JUX,w1th ti·to e.xceptions,were '?Uiet,sens1bl:; 
m cnand ~.ll \'Tell under s t·:>i:>d in what re la ti."Jn ti.1ey stood to the sovernwent 
The t\70 exceptions were Little Grow and ~i ttle Six or "3hn-!ro-pee" .x~l::.tll. 
"'1 ttle Jr ow wa" restless and =i:>i tious ,of more than ordin"rJ intelli::;cn~ 
a..rid b~r :-11n elonuence nnd ener:;y,dominated and in a measure controlled 
t:1e n~ tlons of ·the dir'•'ercnt i:>nnc:u. Little Six, so nru!led because of hh 
sli.:>r·t :.:;t'!tu:-e, ~·::i..s cl1ief •:>f a ln.rc;e p2.nd w~1·:> \·1e .. re considered t~1e Viorst ruti!.. 
most dun~erous of all the Indians• rle was R garrulous old fello\1

1 
whi:> was 

much c·J~cerneC. about the co3forts of livin.::; and expended his eloquencea 
on t.he bee.u~ 1 es of a ~ood feo.s t and Plenty to eat· His son however , wri.s 
a tall c~oi·:lin.:.; ruffian,';7h.:>se after actions in no wlse belied his looks • 
There 1w.s one other band of Indians related to the rt ah-P·"'--ku- ta;or rathe 
only a b~nd of outlaws,recruited by the other cr1~inals,h1din3 froo 
Justice,!1e;:>.ciec! by "Inkpaduta" or "Scarlet Tnil" or "Scarlet Znd" 11ho had 
5a1necJ.. g:re::t noter1ety by his killing of the S:Jir1t .L~ke settlers. 

T lJ is f araily, al ti1ou5h be lo n.:; tng to the nnnui ty Indiaas, never appear el 
openly at the a;; ency or di rec t ly received a."lythin:; fr o:n t!1e i;o vernnen t 
and 2.fte~ tlle Spt~lt L?Jre ra1d,courted the shade as much as possible • 

. Dur in~ the Buchanan a.cl..:n1n1s trat1on P •• n old Indian trndor of some 
ability r:ns appointed a:;ent a.i-id 1naa~arn.tcd an entlre cha.n~~e in the 
conduct of the a<;encies ''e was well acqualnted wt th t'1'1 lndi,,n charac-
ter a."ld :i~ eds , a:id tried "n· his o 1m res punsi bL1.1 ty, to be t t er the lr co nd1 t I! 
Up to this tl:ne nothbo fl.2<! been attempted to improve their l!iaterial or 
i:i tel le ct uai. co ndi ti on. -"' r evious to , a."ld up.- to this period the Indians had 
lived in their original tribal communities· Each band cultivated a large 
communal fi.eld, annually di Vided by thelilselves into Parcels suitable for 
. each f""' ily • The ,,.., ency far mer fenced :m c! p lol7ed the field • It was ihen 
pl anted to corn and cul ti vat ed by the In di an wouen • During t fie co mramai 
period but 11-ttle of any other crop waa raised ;a f .ew beans,squashes 
SOJte ti;Jcs melons a."ld occasionally a few potatoeD. A rnclical change w:.S 
now in contemplation, the breaking up of the tr1 bal idea, the segregation 
of the b:mdsand the settling of families on seperate parcels of land , 

TiJ.e. Indians generalJ.y did not favor the Plan ,and OJOposed a seneration 
from each other ,further than was necessary in order to obtain an amount of land necessary for a suf f1cient field· 

The '-<> wer as ency set tJ.emen ts ex tended per haps ten miles nor th and 
nearly as far south. of the ae;ency,alons the west side of the Uinneaota 
having the hlg~ river blUff for a base and extendln;; as far as desired 
towards the open prairie• On these parcels of land about two :~undl?ed 
brick, frame and loG houses had ;t.!e n built • ·A few school houses were al:n 
erected ruid a nimber of teachers ensai:;ed , but little or no thin" 1vas ~c'?omplished by them • It was I: wever c:u1 te nn ac!v~.nced idea ~o~ tin · · 
.Lr.c.iru;. :i..-:.::nt to even rr.· 0 :: 0~.!:1::.t tl1c n€t~'::;; · ... .._ t; : c·~ ·«t·.-~· t ·1:· ... ·: · .. - ,I:·,~ ... -.. 
fT ·. - _. • ·• " - ._.··-~ , -•-- .,._._ •A•LJ ...... L•)• "-· ~ mis:;lonar1.es were practical men ,earnestly at v:ork , and compelled a 
reco<>!1ition of t.he neces3i ty of education ·The trnders quietly opposed 
any cnani;e in a:;enc.y aff,,.lrs that seemed to interfere with special 
inter es ts• • .aoney and a variety of soods were annually distributed 
alilon.:; the. Inalans ,called annuities, which r:ere furnished by tile ;;overnme :~ _ P a,y~ en• .f.? r· lands sur ~ender ed o;· them·, a."ld "'" t, as "'"ny ~U;>::> o, ~, a 
'.·: · · ,tu~ ~:'!' . • "'' ':n " dis tr i cu .ti on l'•<ls to t a:,e ;:>lace , all t:;e 1'1dio n s had II.ii 
ce "r'";: •l t :ma placed 0•1 t.ie pay rolll!ii.s each per :ion , from the oldest tct 
the in1..'1t Just born , 11ere ent1 tled to :md received equal "hare r ""oney ~nd -ooc • All t' I ·1 ' o s o 

·p""Dln'· th°i: r •le nu ans VICfe enclosed in ::\n Onen snace eoch ba:tf 
• - o · ·ouc; 1 an opening by f arnlltes nnd counted • Ti1e 50;-,c~s -~o~slsted 
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o~·.-:::1 0 .r::-~ .. lrs D:lC. lJGr.:iit~ed t::> c::.rry 011 ~ :1evo::- e1~G.l:.1:; ~,:·C'\..o.a ory Vi"nl.a.<'.l'e 
w1 t:1 th~ :ie1 .. ·h!Jorin3 tribes, uhich r.·::-:.s ,, ~cnnG.nl to tl1e ;ovc~nc.lent 2.:id 
a 1·~1 !1C.:r a::ce to t:1.;1r ci v111 zn.ti.:>n. :Spc!1 ne~i a.:; en t r:fls nllowea to cor.Ju-
1.a~c lli:J own uolic-r>o1~ d:-ift r;1th.o~.lt one,t::11c<i ~·;:'!s t~~e c:o:.l~loner r:r_y. 
!;;1 ~cve1·ru. inst~.nccs ,u1th:>ut a cor.i."J·:>n eC.ucation end ~it!1:>ut prepern.tio:i. 
such u:en r:e:e i;1ves tee:. ,.,-i th the con t.'!'."ol ru1G m.:H1~5ei:1en t of thousancls of · 
r;ild ,untutored :ucn,~nd the h~n~1el1n~ of [)re~t su:us of t:1e1r ~:>ncy ; am 
i.?Us t re3;J:>ns1ble ·s.:1c: O.ellcnte pos1 tion , but. ~-:hic!1 so2e pot-!'louse pol1 tict. 
r;::-.o consirl cr-eO. ~E :10.::ce;. r-1nz t:1a ncce :;sary qunl1f1 en t10:15 • On a snl~J 
of ~1'000 :!.. vea1~ so:ie r......;e:'l.ts \':·)Ul<I ri~G :ro1 navcrt~' to ~.ffJ.uo.nce ""n~ 
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c·:> .: :~~·:_; :'.1. ;c:1t q~ ~~:i .1 • .:i.1 .. ~ il:c~z t.o i.~:troc".:..icc :11::i~elf' t..:> ~:1 :~ I:1din;~G n~ 
:.:. ...;1::;1: .... ·:-1 povi \·;o·~·, n.1·.~. ~1.1r ~115 :mo\;ler~_;e cf I:1t1:-i.1 i.~ .. :~o ~·:~~.l -:::1 t-:::rc; ':::..;·:-. 
I ""' 1 i i I • ~ . f t 1 • 1 • A. • l .'. "' , "\ '· • .I ' • l 1 ._ "1,. ,.. ~ '1 .~ -:> ;.Ja .l.!...; .i1a v :. -l ~ .... :-:L ,!i·:> 1~ :. .... c ::. , ~11' .1. G U.):;o ~ .. ! :..: ;.. •• :->, u n ·_, -'-l l..: :.. ••• t. •• ..., , •·· .. • , •• -..; 
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i::a ~" :oc;1, "-'!<'. ::n '.,-J_ocr: ~o suo:-:e l\"i !;:1 theu ti1~ :•1;1,; o: -'"'"~e ~-n<l so 011, 

•. , ..,. . • . -~ ,. •J t . ., r l ~l 1· ... · ~. · · ,_.. ·' : ~.,: { ; ~. ... ~ .~ <: ~. ·• -~ .• ~ ".: »:. :.:. l .. '.:., t: ~I? vrron;:; a of t:;e ·r~::: in:ns: scni.'1;; 'er 1 i.lnizln;; a:1d contl~"1nin_; the course of the 
r .'ll~1ri ·1· '1 • .:-ent a:1d t.:10 fa1t;1lcHsl'l.ess ol' tl1e -.;overn.:lent ,nl:.1o:>t k!1ock1ng '\iii Ml -· ., ····J • 1 d 
the br•J-:-th out of· !1ls \·1:-11te father by his ~c..'1ow e~e· of treaty an ~enc.y 
affairs, ~.bolish1a1_; :14-id ·µ,:1ni~1ilatin . .; t:te preconceived no t1ons of his wh1b 
fa the:-, c 11!?.Pin.:; his so :J.r in~ w1nss and lDndln~ h1r!l on the e~r t!l nmonb pon: and l'lrJU:!' • 

T~1e chiefs of ti.1e ~wer Sioux,\'lith two exceptions,were quiet,sens1bl? mcn~.nd ~ll i·1ell underst~od 1n what relation taey stood to the sovernnent 
The two eXc eptions were Little Crow and .... 1 t tle Six or "311:.-ko-pee". x?".tu. 
'"ittle Jrow was restless and runbitious,of moro than ordin"rJ intelli.;,;enC! 
n..11d b~r ~llcz elo11uence n.nd enerz.;y ,dom11~ated and in a measure controlled , 
t:1e n~ tions of tile dlfforcnt b:mc'.u • Little Six, so nru!led becn•ise o:r his 
s.i-H>r-t nt~tu:-e, r:ns ci11ef •)f a lar()e pand i'll10 \·1e.re cons1<1ered t'he ·worst ruri 
most dani;ierous of all the Indians• fie \'tas a garrulous old fello\7

1 
who was 

much c·J!lcernac. about the co::iforts of 11v1n~ and expended his eloquencea 
on the beau~1es of a :.;ood feust and plenty to eat• His son however ,lVti.s 
a tall cco·.·:lin.:.5 ruffian, rrh.'.'Jse after actio:1s 1n no wise belied his looks • 
There was 011 e o th er ba.'1d of Ind! ans related to the 17 ah-pa-ku- ta; or r a thtl' 
ozily a b:?nd. of outlaws,recruited by the other cr1r.iinnls,hid1nz frott 
Ju" tic e, he,o.d&d by "Inkpadu ta" or 11 Scarlet Tai 1 11 or "Scar let Znd" \Vho had 
5ainec4 gre.'lt noter1ety by his killing of the Spirit L~.ke settlers. 

T ;, is f arally, al ti'l0u5h be longing to the annui ty Indians , never appear Iii 
openly at the ai; ency or directly received any thin~ :fr 011 t!1e i;o vernoen t 
und 2.fte~ the Sp.t~lt L;tlre ra1d,cour.ted the shade as much as possible • 

. Durin3 the Buchana..l'l a.d.'.i11n1strat1on a.."1 old Indian trader of some 
ab.111 ty ruts appointed aE,;ent a.'tld 1nai.l2;ern.t~d an entlre chan1;e in the 
conduct of the a3enc:Les ''e 11as well acquainted with the lndit>.n charac-
ter and na eds , and trl eci. ., n· his o 1m re spons 1 bL1.1 ty, to · be t t er the lr co nd! th 
Up to thl s t i:ne no tl11:'1c; ~ad be en attempted to improve their l!ia ter i al or 
int elle c tual co nd1t ion. "'r ev1ous to, a.'1d up.- to this period the Indians had 
lived in their original tribal communitieo. Each band cultivated ~large 
communal fi.eld, an nu ally di vlded by therase 1 ves in to pare els sul table for 
each fru:11ly· ·• The 1'.(;ency farmer fenced nnd plowed the field. It was then 
Planted to corn and cultivated by the Indian oouen • During the comnunal, 
period but 11.ttle of any other crop waa raised ·; a f.ew beans ,squashes, 
so31e ti;lC!S melons and occasionally a 1' ew potatoes. A r"cl1cal change was 
now in contemplation,the breaking up of tha tribsJ. idea, the segregation 
of the bandsand the settling of f runilies on seperate parcels of land , 

The. indians generall.y did not favor the Plan ,and opp.,sed a seneration 
from each other ,further than was necessary in order to obtain. an nmount of land necessary for a suf fic1ent field· 

The '-<>wer agency settl.ements extended perhaps ten miles north and 
nearly as far sou th of the agency, alons the west side of the lllnneso ta 
having the high river blUf f for a base and extendine; as far as desired 
towards the open prairie• On these parcels of land about two hun~ed 
brick, frame and 105- houses h:id 1Z!e n bull t . ·A few school houses were alm 
erected end a ntmber of teachers ensa&ed , but little or no thin& was . ~c~omplished by them • It was r. 11·ever c::ui te = advanced idea ror tin · 
.Lr.c.1an n::c-nt to even rr.-..::o~.!~1::.<; the n€<~'J:,·: : ...... ~_-,- c·· .. ,:,·t·.·~· t·i:·._ ·:: : . I:··,1······ 
,.,... • . ";"' ... . -.. - • -- ... -·~ ---.... • ... . 1. .... ~ 11) • •.• i. mis~ .onar~e~ were prac tlcal men ,earnes~ly at work ,and compelled a 
r ecoc;ni tion o • •he ne c es si ty of education The tr ad er· s qui e tly onpo s ed 
any chane;e in asenc.y ai'f ,,.lrs that S<>emed to interfere W1 th snec1ai 
inte:es ts• . • "oney and a variety of .:;;oods wer·e annually di3tributed 
amon,, the Inalans , called armui t1 es, which r:e re furnl shed by t:1e ··overnma =~ P:i,;r~ en t .f~ r lands sur ioende red by them·, :u1d ?lo t, as m;-,ny ,,u,,n o

2 
J'., a 

:-: · :-,tu~ ~~- • "<1~n a di" tr 1 cu .tt on 1·;ns to ta:<e Plnc e , all t;;e Indi:ms had t-;;, 
<.>e Pl'.::;· ,1t nnu pl:.ced o;i t.1e p:iy rolJl!as ea.ch per:ion , from the oldest t<t 
the in1 ~-;t Just born , were entitled to :md rec el ved equal shares t. 
~~~ ~ln ~11~ h .:;oo ~f · All the Indfr.ns vrnr e ~ncl os ec1 ln m open space, e~c h baiii' 

· " rou" l an open1nc; by f~;llilies nnd counted • The sooC:.s .consisted 
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(4) 
\.. ... '.:. ~ 1 d ~ .... ,.~clt?3 for d•J::tt3ut1c •tne hata,caps,;;oo~a onn SL1".>-S an .... re::t.ay I!la e o • .,.r .. ... · l ,..,. ~ · · • .. '1 I A 1 s we·r "'r 1 · cl" ... 1,:i .· f'.Yr men :.?.:."1<1 o·:>~'s .... n ... s n0;.:.nu.s .:?.s lI u• t:: n1.. nn ~ ... e ;_J o:.;resa r; 

1n'"' ;1 ;;.11::~.t1on:1 ~d ::i."1~!' t J.~; c1 ec en t untl c.1 vili ~?cl ::.1ati1°: da anri h:"\ bi ts, 
but. t!1a .:;~od3 a .. parently were not selected as suit.aule f"Jr hia habits or 
co~l'o:r~,,scrap1ngs of eastern warehouse!1 tnat ~ust h:i.ve been ;>urchn.sed fer 
a trifla,,but ~aid f.,r by the Ind~ans posaiuly at a hi~h price. S11a.llow 
tall co~ts of nnc1e:it !J~·:e,":alug h.'?..ts 2.ntl COr7 hide boots,,nhich he only 
e:n\lured vn his feet for a c!ay for the novelty 'Jf the th.1n;.;,and sh~es or 
eve~y ~ake and ~attern,,~ere so~s of th~ ~rt1clea d1str1butad.The7 wer9 
nov~l ti es f')r the yo'..lns reogle a."ld ra15hty -po~uknr· for a ti!!la • I .t waa 
qutte t:-ie thin3 tor a youn:;ster to don a. "::-luz-" t1la Mel 11 sw?..llo-.v tail" 
t?le t:U.la so~et1!les tr:?111n.; on the ~rair1e,on which he would turn his 
~e~.C a:.-id :,a-ve ni th 1::~~ense 3.di:11rat,1on, but the lu3t.a~ of h!3 (~r:~ndure 
so.:>n \7.':)re otfJf'ashions chn..."l.ged !n an hou~,s~allow tails were shorn to t~ 
wa1s t and hats were cut. in t':7o ,,his prefference usually 1ncl1nin$ to the 
top half os more suited to his athletic taste• The st1ff boots tortured 
t:i~1r fa3t, ~"lt! th.a tvp3 we::-e so.)n s-:.ied :ts s~lea for their !!!ore comf·::>rtali 
noccas!r.a. Tl1e sensib.:..e me:? ot the ba.~d.s had :n.o use for such :;oodaWl?ld 
openly SPid they were bein~ robbed,but r.ere a~othed by extra presents f'~ 
t=emselv2s and th~1r l~::cli!'lg r.ien. which,,however did not blind themto the 
!act th2t their ~nay 7.as be1n$ wasted 1 1f nothing nor~e and that they 
wers bribed to be a pa~ty to the transaction• T~ey ~ould ask nh~re their 
presents came fro~ 1 or who p~d for them,,were auspicious and only accent-
ed the presents t.o d.iatribute amoni their fr1enas,afna1d of be1116 ~uspect 
ed as parties to the fraud and thus lose their 1nflugn ce in the band. 
Ot course blmU:eta,cloth and calico for ~hirts :md ~o~ens wear nere part 
of t~e 0oods~but a ~rest many th1n~s were inferior in quality,~ada for 
the Indian tr~de, and the :Laughing remark r-rrts not unco~on "good enou.."h 
for ~..n Indian'*. Tn.ere Z-:?s a~eneral.convict1on that ther·e W:..\a ~Doss ;;1s-
appl1cat1o?L or their !loney nnd that they were helpless to prevent, 1t .. 
The complaint was co~on th~t they were not consUlted as to their needs 
,.and were compilled to accept ~oods of little or no use to them. 

A vicious system of. trading was early introduced by the .traders. 
Cred.1 ts were ,y;1 ven to the Indians of whi~h they kept but little account, 
Wnen the ~oney annuities were paid the traders sat at the tables .nnd as 
soon as the ~oney was ~asaed to the Indiana a trader put h1a h;i.nd on it 
, .. took v1hat he ~anted and. passed the rem.tlnder to the Ind1:m. This method 
ot collect1ns debts w~a the cause of endless trouble. The Indians accusa · 
them of r -~obbery,.but as the agent allowed 1.t. they had to 3Ubm1t but w1th 
a ven3ef.ui ~eel1P..g irowin~ and 1ntens1fylng in m~~y of their hs~ts• A 
traders clerk: relat1P~ a conversation ha heard between two old Indians -
~aid they be::;~ed a piece of tobacco· and squatted on the floor fo~ a s~~ 

e heard them . lautth1ll3 and listened. Said one ta.kin·,. a whif i'"H -w 
heard . the ne::-szn ' No what 1:i 1 t?" said the ofher. We ·are "'etf.fn; ~o~ew 
fir.est tather Oh said the otb.ar~ that is ne,~s indeed" and ;;1th a lau h 

I wonder lf' his pockets are deep?"Our great father al1t,,Ys sends us 3 a 
new father W1 th deep pockets and the Dakotas have to r111 them" d th smoked and laughed st their Oi7ll W1 t. :'an ey 

~at h.~lf ot their reservation. east of the ~1nneeota was of llttle u~e to whem,and only used for rut occasional hunt. Bandn ot Cbippewas 
atea.l1Il5 across the pra1r1e,anbushed and killed the hunters and tr v 1 
Durin6 their lant inroad three Dakotas were killed and one Chi a e e~ edOne of thQ Dak " Lit tl c . PPEiWa WOU..\11. C • rn·- o 11as, e row,, barely escaped the to?:aha;;-k or a ve . 1h !UPP:""' rne affair '7as seen froo the tort. A detatchment soon over~~·c 
t.1e Chi!Jpewas,who were encu::ibered by a l'!0'.1.'1ded co!:ll'ad they were unm

1
,

1
· 

to 2.t,~i;aon. Thay were brou:!;ht to the· fort ;ind ~~ect there U.'1til the' - it 
wound ea oan recovered, nhe!l they were started for· t'1e1.r r ... 

1 
h 

t~ey re hed 1 -~ t m " eserva.., on u .. ich &~ ac n Stue y• 1h9 Sioux wer~ furious bee u th ·c· · nriaonara ~ere not delive d t th a se e il1ppewa at the fort,,and left in arhoat~le ~m· Six hundred br~ves deoanded thara 
.r~~ of mind • ·As . the D!:>~ ... t!')s _ ld · ·~ ~ ~ "OU .,. \ \ . . . 

. ... . . ..: .... 

. ' 

• I 

• I 

J . . • t 
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undo~· r: t::·.n(~ • · 
!:-1 tn~ ~;:,· -rt~.~ 0 f t~59 ~ d.r :;;.·.,:.~'ul :t!'lQ ~t .. ~e':.b.·1.r ~110wt~Co! for 

a.;:..;:_ :'!l!1:" '~ o i ~b.1 t~ ~at tl(ir ~ h .. ::d t :-? <.:·n. r;l ~~.r: .~ t SF1:r! t .... ::L:e !ow~. About 
to:it..y c~n,::o:;i.~n ~<.l .-;hllC.c,;!!,:.lt.!1;.)Ut f:E..t'nln.;;,iVc:~ ruthl~1.c'ly 1:illcd · by :i 
~i::-1.: t.;;.nd 01' .tu'-~. 1...n.3 0 0 i.~ !r~u hou;~(I t.o . .:.o ~na, ,:~ ri t,ro,yll"~ i! .. ~n t~lly :z. 
th;;.y ':';~n t.:f·IJUl" ':fry~ !1 ·~ere :;. ~:~Cil. . ~;r1 :lOll~?r ~- t.;1:.1 1) f th"1i.1 O:t.!.y .. v.n.:!~p1n_; 111 t.h 
t.'1~.i.r l~vaa. 'l'iley ;..e~e ::::urch.~:sQd tl'on t.f'~lr c:iptora l"lyli tnt:: :Jgency I!l~1.n 
1-U!t!. <~.:l~.ver-:cl to thelr frl~n~~n· ~ht!:J O·:.!·:;ur ;·n~o j)Ut. th,, i:ic~1=:i~ ln n tl~"""D 
2lv ·.)1~ l°t.:t: b:.:: en ~lled ?11.r~ ~>::ly ;:;ore !lloo•1 ··::".llc: !'; ·: t:"~ r~o Ef .. , ti ~t'] t.hr-;;i. f>o 
t :-:r .. !!t~!;~ln~ 11ee:iad t.h~ ~!t.a:1t.1o!l. th~t.. =·•.::.i ~.h~ ;-t~Dncy· ~:nr::lvye.~ w~r~ Q:'l'1li! 
to t.h~'! :1t?;eno7 n.rlU :F>lrl!t:>!S l;!t~ ~rt.tllery ':!er-:J brOUgll.t f~om the f•,l't. fO't" 
'iJI'vtc~tli.:.;n. T1le c~ioler h~~.n:; ··r'l.J:l•)!'~ t.h~ !~·:d!."!!1.:.1,h~1\·1Gv"~r coa~1!-1al~<'! p~ace 
;,,nC: L!l~j' 7; er~ qui~ tad !".1 r a t1~"le. l\ t !·ul ! ?~·; of !l..'"11" e:; t n:id c.xc1 t'l"1 ~n t '?:' .1:\1 
h~r;;ey~r, rd;ro:i>i ~10~~ t·h.ro· ~nd f:e,t~~r ."!l t.:-i1:'!:3 o..:~uri'Gr! to ~u~t.1~nt ~.nd 
i11t.~ruii!y t.l"...la ci:>ndi ~ .. 1..,11. A aoa ot" lsnk-p~-riu-ta b:lldly vt .:c1. t,9~ ~ ne tr1d 
:i.t. Yeller•• !.!e(ii't~i:ie • !, ~C:1ll ~et o.tcMen t o.r ~oldl e .. a ;.'l.;U!.t.i~-t;{n hnstll7 
auciuion~n from Yo rt. l~1 <'../!;ely flUrpr1 n e<1 r.n(! ~:1 ll~d th,l murder er, Y1h!c h 
~a:;~ly b~:>u.r.ht. on ~ ~o:ifl~ t •. A b')U t thl.~ tl::i~ · th-r: :3u~o1•lnti:!l~P.r.t of 
Ind!,,n a!.f:t1rl'l ln on~ ;:.t h.l~ ;;!.l<!.ritO-n6~ to ~.he I;i,~l:lll~1,11~d r.ro~ln~:l ta 
t•:.e;.; :;u .?:<tt':.\ ~ili..1 "' ;.:.,l1~y ,~!:.>~·1at!ai1~ t~='-t i1;: s to .:J;~~~\ t~•~o.l h.,; ... py. Tho I .,.:.1,.- n ,.. " .,.C , .... ~ ..... , ~ -1-~ '' 1 _...,,I •.-..,...1 ~"'~ltl ./.,,.,0 .. , '!','I"' o.•, ... c: ''P.·•K tr. r~. ,~~1v, ....... ,s .... : .. u ... u. ~ --1.a ... .., .. •a.IJlll,;- .,. ........... . ,,- ..... .......... ~ '-' .... - ·~ ~ .... - J - .. .-.. 

.\iY,,u t 4.;h"' '.) h ~''· ~..J~.a to;;~~ th~·-r :?•\:~ :;a-s.;l.:' h~!1 ~v::1a- .rrot~J .\ :::r,1r. t ttl.~t;:.,ncn 
poo•·l7 ..;u;.:pl1;J\l l;)r thl"t1r Jo~rnoy. ~!l~S · .... ~r·~1· ln a !;~l~ntn~ ·..:t>!lri1t1o~l ...... "1! 
b;oo;.:~ l.~1~;.3 t.hiJ .ii\ol!'2MU.!i~ ;:in<l .h.~17'.itl-:! t.~lY.!!ln(il"/l:.3 ttJ r:rovi~iO~fiJll=lVini:\ .: 
i>i-"~'ri.:J:.~:;ly, Oy ~ cl tJ."' fl t~;w:!":\, •'.l~2r1 V~l t.lli) uUat"..:.;, <.Jt: th\! lr Z-a~.r~oni; • ~:'~~ 
~. ~7.~h::!"i>"cAU i.il:11l o:aa l'ror.: t.h~ tart wl ti:. h!.~ ~u:·~illu·ry to 1.rotP.c t tha 
~u.:l'!!'• .\ :;·o'-'w..; IM.,'i1:m :itrolll~. thr-oubh th•l a•olt~icre t!n\ln:.t;::ient.,d'!'!l:mt 
lj 1; ·f:, ;;,i>b~"~ •:>n't2 ot th'!) aol(d ''~H. He ·,i11 :J GUI' 1•c:nct.:r ~a to Lha o .t' i'1uor-, bi.1 t 
m.r.•,o,h1::.: •::H.~n~o,:l.ll~~J.1i~ th-:J AOlc1·.'!r rGcuVnl'e4 110 tartrur P.ct1ou nas taken 
a::J th.-~. 61 tuo.t.1~,1 lH•S f alt- to be 1'l'GULU'loua./ . · 

h1·ll.;r:; ~~ u~~ll s tl!lt. tro:!l ;7\\ah1n..;tcr: to ue~~ 5-'l ~x:n.adi t1on to 
p:.mt~:1 th,~ S::1.:r:1t, .La..=t~ ~t...1.f'it')rer!':• 1'b1:1 Infil~na1 r. .~y-~ Lol.ci th::it no tarthflt-
~~:.J:.:1 t1r1;, i..O;.ll.:.. bl.; [:""1c.& u;1l~3_., this •7nG ..!~:1a ,r?nd -~!! n tt1Jit. ot t'1.o1;:a. ' 
loy:tl.ty th::-y l'1e'!"" ex.}:·~~tnd to ct.:> it• T:i~y V-:!'rj l"Gluct.:;.atly.~ft~-:- Dli.t:h 
, ... o·· ... ~~ J 1.., - .,. ..... t., .. .,.Jn.~- · , -,.. .• ~ ·.~r'"v ... ~1··"' ., ......... · · l .. ..:: ····tn~·t .!nlr .,.,.,_,._.-~u 4 .... ' .._,.,,_ • ' -....OJ-• I _ ........... " .6 .. ~"'"'b.,. :"'-' '.I• _. •• ; · •V~°"''""'"'- .. U ... ••• •4.:..-;r.....- .... -u ... 
Th• I:tdi =r n.z! !.1•:::--."l.:..:tly ur~~c. th·:> ;;r"!'r!et~,. 01" Lhv ~'hJ.t.o d~l•ll.vrh 
u~tn.t ~-:. hln,· ~ht'! ~iur:l~r·3~tl. T~~!:':'.1" w•-:i·~ -:.:.illl!.1.~ t:> hcln ,b·~t • .: .. cl~ !",h..:;v u•.>ulC ~ ..... J ~----........ • ., not 'o 1" _., ··nl ·•"1·1 t:....-~, ... - ,. .. r" ·1l." A , · r···· p· .,.,~ .. 1"'!11· i ~., t--or, .. to ,..,,..r ... ,• • •• ~ _. ·., I • ,_. - •"'-j ~.U~ C,, .'.;> ..... a -- ~'' .,,_. u_. oo--.. "o-.o.~ - ..., oz.. 
or k!Jl ~-h~ ;.1;lr!it;J!\~r;. \~·m 1;t111 11~E1l'~u !l~'.:..>.' the l·;:{o&. £:~t\!:n1nc: .-;!tar 
th•1r :'r:-:v-1,1t-:n:: t..111.:h . .i , t~~1~r r1r1plll"l.ild !!. t!i~ht t.h~t. r.lC. .1ot. t.~':l :l~ce 
~"ln thr- !:1~:-·J-;-du-t..·· &.t:ri~r·r~r!" .-..: . r~ n~,Vt•r .... ..:~i ~: h;d. ·=::-:i•? •. f".tlr: .. r.)~-::'7., ·i~.~ . . . ~. " r - . . . .. . . ... .... \ ( . ' c . \j : . I • ~ - ' • ..... • n " ,, I · 1 "I .. ., . , - ~ .. • • t - :.., . t- 1"1 I ., ,.•. •• I • • • 0, .~ •.• I. ·'- • ..... '., t ~ ..... • j o!\. J ·-. ·~•ie. PJ.. .; :... •'•LL..L ··~:.~ .... \.t oo. 0, ..._., ,.. JI ........ 

:.:up:--o:: ,;.:~ t.~ .~, ~"!:.~::-1.c ~:? of th" ·,;.':~1t"=3 HnJ ! :., •..: ~ ;> t..': 1. ~' ::..;;r t';(h.;·J ~" :-i ~ ::~i t.~el! t..> 
.. 'l Q 1 .. .. ~· 1 .. · 1 , .• 0 ,. • - •' # 1 r:,;; .... -:,. 
i,;I. - • • • • •. ... 1 1 •• II\, • '.... \NII• • 

T~ ·: .. ·. i.~,~~:;:~t Ci" t?lltl !.,('i1 ~:i~=~.=·l"i~~ rt~r.! ·.) l;r ·::.:.:·~·:"oil.:! to t~.: 
'£'-J'"'· ~Jl• t.:'. 1(:,~ it<-;, '' ''IL0 ~1·•1 ,. · .. ;•j",1. ... • -·'-o, ~·· ·~ • ~'• .·~~ .. - t • 1•·.·,,...• 1" &...' .• ·- • ~ .,. -- ... _ ..... ~ ''•1.·· ··"A. ....... , .. & ,1, ........... ,,,.:1 ... .1 .... .. L., ···.··•:. c,.., t111t! • .t .U.".d.,'/ ~iu.;,? UC•:? ."l~ !;..r.1 ., 0£;;,.o~~·• t.o '"" • .a.a!'~.1' . l.!:~t ""' ·~J.~ 
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(4) 
of ~.rt!.cle3 for do::i~ut1c ;tn~. 1 ha.ts,c~ps,bo?~a ~nd ah?es and. reSldy I!lade 
cl~t.:il:i · ; for men :.!;""lU bo~rs • .i...n ... s sou.nus ~.s l.I t.1e Indin:is were -':o:;ress1r; 
in ~1v1ii~CJ.t1on:"1 end ::-.<lo!'ti~~ clecent and c,iv1li~ec1 ~1at~1.:ds and :l:-;\oits, 
but. t:1a .~"..'Oda a .. pa.rently ~rere not selected as su1 tau le f'Jr his habl ts or 
co&nt'o:-t scrapings of ea.stern warehouse3 t:'lat must h::ive been :purchased fr:!' 
~ trif"l~,but :.-aid f.,r by tl1e Ind?rans posaiuly at a hl::;h price. S11allow 
M . 1 t • II 1 ' &. U ' 1...:1 b .a. ' .a • ,. • 1 tai 1 coats of nnc e;i ca-:e, !"-U5 ll.?.us an CO'r7 ~1 u.e oo 1.1s, 1.1ni.cn ne O.:'l :! 
enU.ured un his feet for o. c!ay for the novelty ')f the thin;_;, and sho.es ot 
eve~y ~ake and ~attern,wsre so~s of the ~rt1cles d1str1butad.Thej wer~ 
novel ti ea f'lr the youns reo})le a."ld ra15hty 'Po;;ukn.r· for a t1r.ia • I.t waa 
qut te t:te thing tor a youn::;st13r to don :i 11;-lu$.11 t1la rmc1 "s;·:P..llow ta.11 11 
t~e taila so~eti~es tra111n; on the ~rairia,on which he would turn his 
~e~C a..~d ~ave n1th l~ense ~clw1rai1on,but the lu3t~~ of h!3 Gr3ndure 
soon \7.:>re off',fash.1.ons chn.."lged !n an hou:i?,swallow tails were snorn to t~ 
\Vais t and hats were cut. 1n two ,hts pref ference usually 1ncl1nin.~ to the 
top half ns more suited to his athletic taste• The stiff boots tortured 
t:i~1r f~3t, a.'ll! th.a to_o3 were soon s:ied ~s s.-Jle3 r~r thei·r !!!ore com.f·:>rtal:l 
m.occas!n3. T11e sensib.:...e me:t of the ba."'?ds had n.o use for such 5:>odsand 
openly SP~u they were be1n~ robbed,but were scothed by extra presents f'a 
t.hemselvgs and th~1r l~~cli~g r:ien wh!.ch,however did not blind themto the 
fact that their ~ne7 ~as be!nz wasted,1! nothing nor~e and that they 
wers bribed to be a party to the tran9act1on• Tney nould nak nh~re their 
pres~nts C<"mle fro~,or who pald for them,were auspicious and only accent-
ed the presents to diatr1bute among their fr1enda,afna1d o~ be1?16 ~usped; 
ed as parties to the fraud and thus lose their 1nfluen ce 1n the band. 
Of course bl~ets,cloth and calico for ~hirts :md ~o~ens wa~r were part 
of the goods.but a ~rest mBlly th1n~s were inferior 1n qu2l1ty,~ade for 
the Indian tr:de>.and the :Laughing remark w~s not uncom.::on "gpod enou.~h 
for ~Jl Indian •?here ~as a ~enerRl.conv1ctlon. that there was gnoss m1s-
appl1cat1on. or their .r:ioney and that they were helpless to prevent, it • 

·The co~plaint waa Col'Elon th~t they were nDt oonaUlted as to their needs 
~and were compelled to accept goods of little or no use to th2~. 

A v1c16tia ~ystem of. trading was early introduced by the.traders. 
Credits were slven to the Indians or whlch they kept but llttle· account. 
flhen the noney annUi ties '?rere paid the traders sat at tile tables and as 
soon as the !:loney was r:iasaed to the Indiana a trader put h1s ~.nd on 1 t 
,,took what he v:anted and passed the remainder to the Ind1s.n. This method 
ot collect1ns debts w~a the cause of endless trouble. The Indians accusa· 
them of r ... obbery,.but as the agent allowed 1.t. they had to 3Ub.::n1t but with 
a ven3e!ui ~eel1~...g gro~inb: and 1ntena1fylng in ma.~y ot their he~ts• A 
tr~dera0clerk:_relat1n?; a conversation ha henrd between two old Indians s 
jlai~ th-Y be:s6ed a piece of tobacco· and squatted on the floor for a s~le 

e eard them. lauf.hi~ and listened. Said one takin<T' a wh.1ft 0 H v · 
heard. the ne:ar ' No what 1:i ·1 t?" aald the ofher. We ·are "'ettfn; ~o~ew 
f,r,est father Oh sa1~ ~he 0th.er~ that is ne\'1'.S indeed" and ;;1th a lau h 

I wonder lf his Poc.;cets "re deep?"Our great rather alw,,Y 9 sends us 3 
new father W1 th deep pockets and the Dakotas have to !111 them" d t~ smoked and laughed at their Ol7Il W1 t. :'an ey 

~at h.~lr or their reservation. east or the ~1nnesota was or 11ttle u~e to ~hem,and only used for nn occasional hunt. Band~ or Chi 
stealln& across the pralr1e,anbushed and kll.J.ed the h~ters ~~p~waa 

1 Durtnz thelr last lnroad three Dakotas were killed a.~d one Chi rave e: 
edOne of t~; Da!rotas,Llttle Crow,barely escaped the toQaha~k 0fP:":ew?~ C!'ipp;wa. llte aftatr "'"' seen rrom the fort. A detatchment soon over~:'c 
t.i1e Ch1,pewaa,who were encu:ibered bv 3 l'rO'J.'*'ldQd coorad th~y..... ...,....

1
,

1
• to ~i- ndon r;1h • b J • .... ... uere un.1..L - 'l'Y c.;.u~ :i • - ey wei e rou~ht to the· fort o.nd !\'.ect there U.."lt11 the ·ea wound ea can recovered, \1he!l thev were at.'.?l'tad for- t'1eir r .. 

1 
h 

t~ h d 1 -"" J " eserva~ on w .. 1ch ney re~c e n Sa.4ety• Ths Sioux were furious because the ·Ch1 · nr1sonare ~ere not deliver d t th s ppewa at the fort,and left 1n 3 hoat~le ~m· ix hundred braves decanded them 
.r~~ o! mind • ·As the D'!li .... t!>s ... ld . .. ~ ... .-.ou . .. ' '· . .... . . . ........ _ ·- .. 
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!!1 th~ ~1,::·t't~.~ r, r H~5:? ~ d.r~.;::.:::.~ul :t:id. ~t. .. cc~h.1r unlow};a'1 for 
.. · 1.. t•1 ·, _ . ., t · •. ,.., ,_l,., .... , ... ~ ~ .. "'·r• t ..... .,··c To .. ,... ,.bout lJ,.::.;: _ :l.l! 1:'" ~ IJ i ~n ue :;. a ... (i r.?. ·-~'-4 :? .... .... • •' :. ~···· •• ~ .) ! •..L .&. ... .('. - - • ,.. • I\ . 

to:it.y c~u,.:o:-1.r.n AA~l i;l111C.r~;n.,:;!t,:1i.)ut ,-;~..t'nln...;,wc:~ ruthl~i..r'ly ~:1llctl· by a 
zc:-1 l. t..-;.nd oi.' Ln\.~.1rn3 0 0 1~ !rou .hoU:!(I to .:o ~c;a, ,:~;; t,roylr~ i!.a.~h t~lly :z. 
th~y ":";entii·iJur r.or:ci :-1 ·~e!."e ~~:~c•1. ;:r1;iOi'l~~r:i,, t ·;; . ., .,r t..h~:n.1 o:i..!.y o~~ap1~ i11.t.h 

· t.h~ir l~vaa. l'hey o.;e:re ~urch:t.:lRd :roo t,i'.31t' c~ptorn l'yll thu ::i~ency Ind.1.u 
~ult!. 1~.:l ~-v er -:cl t.,.o tha lr fr 1 P.:l:! n. '='h'- s o~ ·:.:ur ;•nc o j>U t t.h,, .I:ic~.1: :i~ ln n tl :......,, 
.Bio·.)·~ i&.~~ b:-:en shed ?ll.c~ ~>~ly .::•ore !llcoc1 ·::~·:11,~ r.·:t~crl t.o s ... tl:!.ty t.l'v·~· ;;o 
t.~'lr .. .:!.t~?llln~ ~;as::i:?ci the i:a!t.unt.1o:\ t.h~t :·1.:.1 the tt~Dncy ~:nrlv-ye:!\ ~'iP?r~ anll:d 
to t.lll1 ~it;eno7 nnd U·')lrl!.~rs 1';1 t!l ~rt.t llery -:!~r-u brou~ht from th~ f•,?t to~ 
iJl'iat.e~Llon. T:-ie c~ioler he.~.r1.:l ··1=1.r.t•l!'~ t.r~ !.:'!d!.'!!'"wl,h~')\·,c:v~r c.oan~a14t<'! pl!a.ce 
9'nC: t~J.0.V 1;P.r:J qul.otari r.-,r a t1~"lff• .'\ l!·ul!?~) of unre:;t n=td e.xo1t""1~nt r..1:\1 
ho·;.;gy~r, n.uro:&i'.i :ui1u:tr~ t.a.~o. 1.-i<l r:a,t~~r ."?l t.hlr&.!~:i o~~Url"Gn t.o 11u~cient; ,.nd 
!ut~ruiiI;r t.1'll.a ~~nni ~ .. !llll• " aoa 01 .. {Jnk-p~-r.u-t»t b:lldly vt.-;ct t,9~ m tie> tr1d 
:it, Yeller.-; ?.!edai.}ine • t. uci~ll ~et o.tc~en t or :-1oldl e .. a ii;ot..t;i~-ex:; hnstil7 
aUGJU10n::;\n from Yo-rt. -'~1~,i:ely flUrpr1ned n.nt! ¥:1lli'd tho:1 ;:zn1rderer,Y1h1cn 
;t1ilti~ly b;-Ju.r.ht, on ~ ~o:it"l~t. ~.b'l~tt thl~ tl:i~·tht: 5u~o1•lntanf!ent of 
Ind!.,n ?.ff:t1r;:i ln on9 ~·t h.l~ :;!l<!r~o-r.;£t:s to ~.he I:tt:1.,n:1 1 .h~d r.ro~l!1~rl ta 
t·~~;_. :;a 1?.:.<tt~:.\ t!WJ. .:Jt ~') .. '?.t!:f .~!.)1·H~tiJ.d.~ til='.t l1:~s to .;J:~~ .. , t~o.~;..;i h~; ... py. '!l&n 
I,\~1~.-.o :1Urc ;;.re~tly Gl:i.t~:.! ~~ h~c' ~0 .. ~6 '!J"O~ rnr •':t.d ll~··r t? r'?c~1Vi1 1t 
.\iY,,ut 4-1\''.) h~''· ~.Ju1a t'1~':~th,·r ~;\:~ :;a-..;11 h:t!1 .:v:la rrot:1 .. t. :::rtf><t. ~~t,;:.,ncn 
p.00;.•!7 ..;u:.~1~11;.;id loJr th..t1r Jo~rnQy. Th~s ·iv~r•.t- 1n a !";!.!!!l~htn~ ·~t,!Hi1t,1o~i ~"f 
U~o.:.:~ .!.~'lt.O tbJ ~ioO!'~h.oU!it7 i'lnrl h'll':':•t"l\! ~~1W.!!ln'9l•tc3 ti) t:.rovl'°'10~i1.l1:;.vi:l~ ,: 
:,i.·~~,n~~4~;ly, by '!1 d t~ttt.~;;:q, .:1~~r1 V~l thi> uUa.r-..:,; CJ:; t.helr z:0~1:on1;. ~:'-'...S~ 
~.~1.~~1:~::--"1~u a.ll~1t o;ae l'~o~ t.h~ fart ~lth. h!~ ~?·~111.u·ry to 1.rotP.ct tha· · 
~t>.;l,:!'• .\ ~O\iw..1 Iu,J.1:m .nt.l'olll~. thr-oubh t.h•J uolt!icra ~n\ln:u;:ient.,d~llant 
lj 1i·~ai>b<j"~ on,,:, ot th'!> aOl(ii(•~a. He ·,111:.1 Gllrl'etnctc:r~d to Lha ot1'1u-or-,bat 
?Jaclo ,h1::.i •:::~n~'>,:m.~_.S4:t th-:i ROlc!1·.::r rGcuvn1'e4 .no tartru r Rct1011 1'ra.s taken 
&13 th.-~ 61 tuo.tlO.U \'HiS ial t, tu bo }:lrGCal."lO\.ta./ . . 

Crll~rii ~~ ut:~n s~nt. tro~ ;1\,al".J.n...;t.cr: to c,e-~~ 6-'l. ex~-3d1 t1on· to 
P:.ulif,:1 t~~: Zl:l i:1 t, .La.:c~ ~uritor~r!': • i'ht:J I'ni:i.l n .. 'la r-.:r9 Lol.<i t.h::a t no tar th~~ 
~:l.u:..:1t1r1.n i.O'.!U.. tx.: i~~a U:1l~:l . ., this •1~"1 .!~!la .end .~!J n t"~t ot tna1~ , 
loy:tlty tht-y l'1e:-" ex~~~tr.d to d.J !t• T~~Y v~r-,, l'<:luct:u1tly.~tt:i~ mu~n 
"O" ..... ~J \..,- .,_,., t., .. ~ .. h· ...... · "-~··h -... r .. v ... .,1··, ·y··~····· - \,,...:: ····ln•·t In•~ .... o..1---'u ...... '• -~•. ~ · ··~1- • / -· -_.,, ...... ··.A •• .:."''"'U"" :-'-' v. _. ~ :· • .,,..., .... ,,....,,......, .. u_ "" ·~-;r....-"" -41...a 
Th~ Inoi =rn~ :.t•i:"-.'l.~..;;tly ttr0 -:::C. th·~ ;:r~r!ety· 01'" Lhu -,;hJ.to .cl~l.iiv.i'n 
pttnt~~hln;:; ~hil c1ur:l~r·3.?'u. T~':.t:.1 w;.:r~ ~1111~ to llclp .b·.!t .. c .. c..1~ ~r~y c•.>ulC 
not ~~o 1 t. ~~:n•). :?nd thi:y •~·ii.ta rt.;ht. A l~r;,;:. p~L;," .i'luc.ll;r !':url!. to arr or::. 
or k1Jl • ... h::: ;.1;1r!it;J!\~r;, \·:ho 1;t1ll line;:<11·~tl u~:.l."' tlrc l~;.;co&. ,:otu;n1r);.;: :;.!t.:.r 
th•1r :·r~v1,l1':!1;: t.Jl!:.;\.i ,t.~\'Y r~pl>rl.ttd n f!i~ht th~t. r.lC. .. 1ot. t.~':i :l~c~ 
:t.'lc\ th::- !:1~:-·')!l-riu-t.'· :.urt~'~r~r!:' t>.: · r~ n"v,•r .... -;:;1-':h,.d. ·71,.? •. r.tlr: ··I:J\l.;;o(.c.i!.!L . . . ""• .. r - · · ·.. · ' Ao ·" • ~ • • • c - '' ~ · ' · ~ - ,. ""· " ,. .., I · ·' l ., · .... ·' -· - ·· · · t - :.. · " t· ·1 • 1 .... • ....... '··" • •• I. ......... • .. ·~. ..... • l •• \. .r - ...... ~.,.. ··- .~ .... c.J. ......... ,~ .... " .... .. .... .. "'' :... 
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. . 
This letter was written by John Nairn, my 

great-grandfather, not long after his escape from 
the Sioux Indian Massacre of 1862 in southern 
Minnesota. It was sent to his sister, Magdalene 
Nairn (Mrs. John Smith) in their native Scotland. 
The introduction at the top of the letter was 
written ca . 1920s by John Nairn's niece, Sarah 
Jeffrey Buckley. Sarah found part of the original 
handwritten letter in the personal belongings of 
Margaret Robertson Nairn, John Nairn's daughter, 
after Margarei'Nairn died in 1926. 

The original of the letter apparently has 
disappeared. Sarah Buckley's typed copy is 
attached, along with a copy that I typed from 
Sarah's hard-to-read version. The handwritten 
notes on my typed copy are my own--to help the 
reader decipher names, etc. 

Peggy Troy 
May, 1983 



.. 

LETTER WRITTEN BY JOHN NAIRN (CIRCA 1862) 
(With introduction written--ca. 1926--by John Nairn's niece, Sarah Jeffrey Buckley) 

• 

Among the old photographs, etc., effects of cousin Margaret R. Nairn 
which were temporarily in my possession after her death I found what was 
apparently the half of a letter written by her father John Nairn to his sister 
Magdelin Nairn in Scotland soon after his escape from the Sioux Indian Massacre of 1862 near New Ulm, Minnesota. John Nairn with his wife and four children, 
Cecelia D.; Margaret; James and William after their escape from the Indians went 
to Burlington, Iowa, and resided for some time in the home of James and 
Georgina (Nairn) Jeffrey. The boy James died there. 

Anxious to preserve anything relating to the experiences of our relatives 
at the time of this Massacre, I have made a copy of this faded and eris-crossed 
written letter. 

Sarah E. (Jeffrey) Buckley. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

horses were killed by the Indians which saved the party as the men made breast-
works of them. The first party sent out was small, only 48 men, 43? of whom 
were killed without effecting anything, the officers commanding on the frontier 
being incompetent to their duties. After the relief of the Fort all the refu-
gees were ordered away, teams being provided by the Government. We left about 
4 o'clock P.M. intending to travel all night to get to St. Peter, about 70? 
miles distant by morning, but it became so dark we were obliged to camp out and 
wait for light--and a dreary night it was, rain pouring on us without any shel-
ter. We had only one quilt to cover the children the greater part of the night, 

·but towards morning a man had the kindness to loan us a blanket. I was on 
guard outside the camp for four hours. We arrived at St. Peter the next day 
noon and was kindly treated by Dr. Daniels an old friend of ours. But this was 
not the last of our troubles. We were wrecked on the river, the steam boat 
getting a hole stove in her bottom and sinking. All the passengers were saved. 
I was so exhausted when we got and that I nearly fainted. 

Our escape from the agency was very Providential. eut off from the river 
at the only place ·where we could cross, our only course was to take a course 
and strike it 12 miles below, which we did. Our first intention was to try 
to get to New Ulm 30 miles distant, being the nearest point of safety on the . ~ . N , side of the river on which we were on, but Providence ordered it otherwise. 

* 

Cece.liCL Ctil", When we were about eight miles from the agency at the road leading to the 
-< lllfe t'.f i. fort, a Mr. Reynolds overtook us in his waggon on his way to New Ulm. As the _____,,.,~r.i·,, ; etVV1 e c; 'I cu 11-1 • ~~ L \..t:'.Lt:'.- 1 '-"\. ~· ' c ildren were becoming tired I proposed that he should take the two oldest with ~J.tvw:is 
t-,\a.rao.;e~(Haru·. im, which he consented to do, and continued on his way. Shortly after he Nb.int .J·· J7 left us we suddenly changed our minds, and instead of fol lowing we cone luded UY '~ to make for the Fort and attempt to cross the river. I am a good swimmer you ,ltJl<~!i(t 10

1 l.{k know and I ·thought I could swim over and obtain assistance from the garrison· C<\~\ 1 t>Lt;( 

We turned off and made for the river, the crossing place being about five miles distant. We had scarcely got out of sight in a low part of the country when two 
Indians rode over the very place where we had concluded to make for the Fort. 
We finally got to the river and a boat lay on the opposite side which I was 
not long - in having across and getting them all over, when you may imagine our 
feelings--but where were our children? I intended to go immediately after them but the road had beco~e dangerous and I was prevented. About 3 o'clock Mr. 
Rey~olds rode into the Fort alone and I quickly enquired where they and his 
wife were--on the other side of the river--I sent off two men and followed 

. . -· • 

Letter--Page 2 

quickly with others and a waggon, the crossing being about a half mile distant. 
The boat was in the middle of the stream going over when I arrived and we all 
stood guard until they were all safely over, when I drove into the fort a happy man. 

Mr. Reynolds had proceeded about 8 miles when he was intercepted by about 40 (?) Indians. He had a good horse and a friendly Indian kept between him and 
one man who had got near the waggon, he tried to discharge his gun but could 
not. Cecelia, poor girl was sitting in the back part of the waggon, a little 
thing with only one seat--let me, she called, get in front, he'll shoot me 
first. All that James said was Oh dear!, poor fellow he was greatly frightened. 
One day at Burlington before he had his last illness~ returning to the house 
soon after going out and being very quiet, his mother asked him what was the 
matter. He replied I heard a drum. He thought it was the Indians as he never had heard any but Indian drumming. 

. I have given you a very disjointed account of a little of what has be-
fallen us in this wild country. How much we have to be grateful for it was 
not any good management of ours. The Lord led us. Mady~tfood the terrible 
journey wonderfully and kept good courage all the way. Maggie never cried, 
she was carried on a handkerchief tied across one of the men's shoulders. Lit-tle baby cried only a very little. We carried him with nothing on but his 
shirt a great part of the way and he was none the worse. 

And now my dear sister you must excuse my delay and write soon. I was 
happy to hear by your letter that Mother was a little better. I will send 
some money home in the Spring as I expect to be all paid up before long. 
Give my love to all at home. Father and Mother and all friends. 

*""~ I James has married at last. I saw ~is, at that time intended. She is a 
very sensible person and I think will make a good wife and mother. 

I remain 

Your aff Bro' 

John Nairn. 
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.. 
Obituaries for Margaret Robertson (Maggie) 
Nairn, who escaped the Sioux Indian 
Massacre of 1862 as a 3-year-old. She 
was the daughter of John and Magdalen(e) 
Nairn. 

The first obituary is from the Sioux 
City Tribune. The second is from another 
paper in Woodbury County, lowa--possibly 
the Sloan Star. 



~- ........ _.. . .. . ~ - -
t~~~'l;:;::. )~ ...... "j· .. ~;,;,.·.~r \~ ~~,,,,, : , ... ..J ,, ~,. _: .:~~ .... ··,. b·.; . . , z. ~.::.~.~-· . _........_. .~:~, 
ill ._ ... • • : • · , ·: fumil)'. Herc tnc children · ":Gtnmel' .. ~ 

•' .+. LJ~IF .... ,E .. ,l.· :0, ·N: ·o" .··n'· 'Es,~J,OE. Nr": .'.. ..- ! ; their cduculiun, Margaret being I Jj 
U."llf'C.t~ · • graduate 'of the H ii:h School clnKt' 

of 1878. 1'he family wa11 promin· . 

' .f.!_ .. " ..... ;:. :_: :.! · '· •: o ·THIS C~NTY~IES· ently identified with the cnrly life 
..._,,., of the Prc11bytcnrin church of the \ 
• ;:1 ': - ( ~ P..Z . cit)•, Mr. Nairn being an . elder of .:; -.<. · · H Ma arei"rt.lrn 'E1eape Death the church for many years. 

~ ~ · h11vlng acquired large timber inter-
\ 

~I" I dlan Mauacre Aa Child After some years llfr. NRirn 

QJ I · From Sioux City Tribune: est.a 11outh west o! Salix removed g · MIA Margaret R. Nairn, a lit. to ·Lakeport, and there Margnret 
a;~' .. ._Ions rctlden~ of ~oodbury county became his book-keeper and tau1:ht 
~l·. · . ·, and Slouir City, died suddenly Sun- the locnl school. After her father's 
s'~ ·., · . day from a stroke o! pnraly1i1, at death, April 11th. 1894, the family 
·-1~ ·. Iowa Cit)',· Iowa, where 1hc went moved to S1tlix to be nenr the 800 
S:H · · recenUy. acres of lnnd which they must now 
'-~ , Sha ·was the daughter of John ovcr.11ee. Her mother died in July, 
~ Nnlm; a prominent cnrly citizen, 190!1. 

~ · ·~, · who for many years carried on n On the, re mo\· al of her sister and 
-~' large farm nnd snw m,ill business famil_s· to Sioux City, Mnrgnret AC· 

' IOUthv,• t f s ,. ~ ,.nrn•\••H: .... ,I •L--. - - -' ·---- ~- L -.-.--·· . \ ' - Cf) 0 . U ')!' ~ --··•ru•••"'-'• ... ,~•JI p1n1 A).;fllllJ 1.1\.:\.:UIJIC 

-~-· A.t the time of the l\linne~otn In· n rrr.ident of Sioux City. 
<linn mnssncrc, John Nairn wns in 111 recent years she hns been cm-

<·!, the employ o! the Indian depart- 1. )lloyed in the office of the "Sioux 
..:.. :r-- ment at the ngency ns industrial City Stylus" until her brir.f resi-
~- ai;cnt, and hnd secured the friend- 1l1mcc nt Iowa City, who!re she i-;uf· 
~ ship of some of the Indians who /creel a stroke o! apoplt?xy on the 
~...t:I warned him · in time, so with his 111orni110 'u! July 3ht. 1!12G, dying 3 e wife and Mnrgarct, a \'Cry younl(' . . • 

.. -~ · ' child, and an older dnughtcr, Cecelia, on the evening o! the same day. 1 

he escaped nnd niter "much suffer- I She lcnves to mourn her loss the 
Ing, reached safety. three children of her youngest sis-

Atter Mr. Nairn'• denth, his whole ter, Dou;.:-lns, Madeline and J1mbel 
fnrm of tnore than 1,200 acres was Cou11tc1·mine, besides a host o! relR-
wa!hed into the Miuouri river. j lives und frlend11 · scnltered nil the 

Miu Nairn was grnduated from wa)' from :Ann Arbor Mich. to 
the Sioux City high' school, wns a i Vancouver Wnsh. . 
school teacher nnd for the Inst few 1 Her memory will lin;:-cr long in 
Yc•r1 assisted Mn. James in the lhe thought. or her Criend11 who 
publicntlon of the · Sioux City . , r.1:tec111 her for her life of 11tend-
Stylu1. • f:L~t failh and Chrii;tian fortitude 

She is survived by' two nieces in under udversity . 

. ' 

• 

Sioux City, llfudnline uni! Isnbellc 'fhe funernl wn., held Wcdncs-
: •· · Counlcrmne, nnd &evernl cousins. day nftcrnoon from the \Vest Fun-' . . 
" ' • • T ernl Home nnd interment was mnde 

OBITUARY In Floycl cemetery. 
'. .~:: : ' " 'fho~e from Slonn who ntten<lcd 

\ . Margaret Robertson Nairn, the . I.ha Fu11ernl were : Jns. N. Je1T1·cy, 
~ .. ~ •' fourth of the 1ix children of John Geori;c S. Jeffrey,· J\lnttie Jeffrey, 
.:~,.!~.,.,. and Magdalen Nisbet Nairn wns Mrs. Dr. Hilts, nnd Jnck and Peter 
~'.'.'JI'· boni Nov. 11th, 1869 and was the Dyers, 1111 cousin~ of the dece~~~d. 1 'J~~t:~~~~i~_l.i:'g _m.!-~b~.r o! t_hnt ~~'?~ - ~ 
}:;: ·· .. :;. She wu · born near Redwood r·" .. :· Falla Minnesota during the period 
:. · when her t'nlhcr wiu industrial ngent 
t · : for the Go\'ernment in the Indian . " . . reservation just previous to the 
::'· -.· Spirit Lake 'massacre . 

. 1 , Her mother . wu lhe first white .. 
1 , • women in the then to be town, \··>. · Qnd sat on the snw logs which her 
~ · husband wu putting out from his 
' .. . mill, for tht' construction ot her 
! . 

I . 

I 

.· 

.. 

J' 
I" . ·. 

own home nnd those of the Indians. 
After fu nishing the erection of this 
-vlllni:e Mr. Nnim wu transferred 
to the · lower Sioux Agency where 
ni:ain he wns employed creeling 
hou1cs for the Indians nlso in the 
buildini: of Fort Thompson, until 
the time of the Sioux Indian Mas-
1acre led by Little Crow, Aue. 18, 
1812. 

Mr. Nairn WU a ~rcat fa ... orite 
with the Indiana llnd, reccivin~ ll 
lip, WHI unable to escape n!ter n 
i}erilou1, nil 'cfay journey, on foot 
with his wife little three year old 
Mnr1tnret nnd a 1ix weeks old bnby 
to Ft. Ridgely which he hnd help· 
ed to erect but five yenra before. 
A1 the company • must not be too 
large the two oldest children were 

' fll'cn to an old buck, board with 
the Government pay-mnster ":·ho 
wu fteeing with the Government 
(und1 to the fort. During the te~. 
day1 they remained nt the fort , 
mnny times it wn1 set on fire, the 
women Rnd children often being 
obliged to lie flat · on the floor to 

::., ••old the rinc fire. Finally nfter, r . ten . d11y1· reinforeemenl<I ' arrived 
$ ~.. the Ind inns were dcfcnted. 
C ~· .. ~. A rclei! force cnrried the white 
.~ ··,, 1urvlvor1 do~:n the Mis~ouri river 

~ .·. by 11tcumbout to St. Louis. · Mr. 
N11irn nnd fnmily then left for the 
home o! hi1 sister Mrs. Jnmes Jef-

' Ir~)' at Durlini:ton ]own. After n 
-:,_ · rnldcnce or one ycnr nt Durlini:ton · 
·,.:_ ~:tho family rcmoverl to Ornnha, and 

-C: aft.er a 11hort rcaidence th1:re the) •• . ~o•cd to S ioux Cit)•, which bc-
t~me . lhe permanent home o! th1 
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. • . 7 • .1· ~ '") ' •. '' ", . ... . ~ . , j ... . - • - • • ... ~. •' · . .... . ,,. . . .... . • ~·.... ..,- -- ...I ' .. • • I I • . ' .. I! v • 
• • • ;_i .._ ...... L t #:"•',,,-."lo ... \' ' ' , • o • • - 1 btf1 _ 0' ~ ............. ..,. .. ............ . ~, I 

• '1-~>t ••·r-; ·-,. }...,,' ·. · · · , - \ .[ fu.mily. Here Uic chlldren · oblninec .. ~ 
..,: "\ ~l' • ~ .. ' p • •, ' o I .. , t b ' ~' - ·. • -• .- ' · " .. .. ';,: ,,._ • ; their educution, ,. ari:are cmg I -'.,J : ~t·· LlffLQNO · RE~IDENT .· · 1 , graduate ·of the High School cl~Hi i ' . - lJ U of ) 878. 1'he fumlly Wal! promin· . ·. · ·-;~ .; : . '· ', •: o · JHIS C~NJY~IES· enlly identified w~th the cnrly life t;_io "t-.: : · ot the Prc1bytear1'! church of the · • · ,·;, - { ~ P.l . city, Mr. N111rn bctni: an . cider ot 

!;'-.( . · · •• Ma arei"'lf.irn 'Eaupe Death the ch-u1·ch for mttny ycan. . 
/In .A.fter some years Mr. Nn1rn 

~ ~ . · having acquired large timber inter-
(!): · From Sioux City Tribune: esll aouth west of Snlix removed 
~( . )flu Mllrgaret n. Nairn, a llf· lo ·Lakeport, and there Margnrct 
·-{· i _Jon&' reirldenl of Woodbury county became his book-keeper and taught 
~: ·.' :, · 'and Sioux City, died suddenly Sun- the locnl s~hool. After her fathe~'1 
s'~ · \ .. day from a stroke of pnralysia, Bl death, April ~Ith. 1894, the family 
-- 1. : · . Iowa City, - Iowa, where she went moved to Sahx to be nenr the 800 
s,.:.:1 · :recently. . acre• oC lnnd which lhcy mu11t now _2 H2 , She ·was the daughter of John over:1ec. Her mother died in July, 
~ Nnlm; a prominent cnrly citi:r.en, 1909. . 

~ ··~, who for many years carried on 11 0!1 the, re.mo\' al ~! her sister and 
'::l' large farm nnd saw mJll busincsi; funuly ~o Sioux City, Mn.rgaret AC• 

.' southwest of _ Snlix. · compnnicd them and ni:-nm bccnme 
-' -r< J\t the time of the 111mnc~otn in· n n:si•icnt oi Sioux c;t;;. 
• <lion mnssncrc, John Nairn wns in Jn recent yenrs she has been cm· 

the' em11loy of the Indian depart· ' ployed in the office of the "Sioux 2 · - ment at the ngency n!I imlustrinl J City Stylus" until her brir.C resi· 
. .T agent, and had secured the friend· cl1!ncc nt Iowa City, wh1~rc she ~uf· 
~ ship of some of the Indians who fercd a stroke of apoplexy on ~he 
Qi,l:) warned him · in lime, so with his mor11io0 'uf July 3bt. 1926, dymg 
3.._ e · wife and Mnrgaret, a very young . -· 

-.-~ · ' child, and an older dnui;-_hter, Cecelia, on the evening of the snme day.' 
he escaped and after much suffer· ! She leaves to mourn her loss the 
ing, reached safety. three children of her youngest sis· 

After Mr. Nairn'• dcnth, his whole ter, Dou:.:·lns, Madeline nnd J1mbcl 
fnnn or more than 1,200 acres wrui Countcrmine, besides II host or rein· 
wnllhcd into the Misaouri river. 1 lives and friends - scattered nil the 

Miu Nairn was graduated from way from "Ann Arbor Mich. to 
the Sioux City high' school, wns a Vancouver Wnsh. . 
school teacher nnd for the Inst few Her memory will lin~cr long in 
yeara a11sisted Mn. James in the ~he thoughts of her friend" who 
publicutlon of the · Sioux City . , r.i:tcem her for her life of 11tcad· 
Stylus. · fm;t faith and Chri~lian fortitu1le 

She ia survived by' two nieces in under adversity • ~-

Sioux City, Mudnlinc nnd ls11bclle 'fhc funeral wns held Wedne11-
: .· Counlcrmne, and several cousins. day nfternoon from the \Vest Fun· 

• . ' • - ernl Home nnd interment was mnile ' 
OBITUARY .. :: . : ' 

, . MarJ;nrct Robertson Nairn, the 
1 fourth of the aix children of John l; . . --:. .. ~ 
·'~..!(. r:- and Magdalen Nisbet Nairn was 
~.~:· 1:· : born Nov. llth, 1859 nnd was the 
~~!:.~·N ·~";·~ _ .s.l_l;yi!!.~g _m~!!'b~_r_ of t_hat ~~"."~ . flrl!" .. "°""D' _ .... _.. -. . .; . " . · . . r". ·· .. :.. She WU - born near Redwood 
( : •-· :· Falla Minnesota durin.i:- the period 
:. · when her fa{her wn.s industrial ngcnt 
;' , · : for the Government in the lndian 
:' · ·. rc11ervation just previous to the 
:" ·-· Spirit Lake 'mnMncre. 
, . Her mother . wu the first white 
1 : . women in the then to be town, 
\": · · nnd 11•t on the saw lo;:;-s which her 
~'' · husband waa rutting out from hia 
. . mill, for the> construction of her 

own home nnd those of the Indinns. 
After funishing the erection of this 
'Village Mr. Nnirn wns trnnsfcrre!I 
to the · lower Sioux Agency where 

I • .. 
I • .. 

,• 

n~ain he was employed erecting 
houses for the lndinns nlso in the 
building of Fort Thompson, until 
the time of the Sioux Indian Ma11-
1acre led by Lillie Crow, Aug. 18, 
1862. 

I, 

Mr. Nairn wu a r;reat faYoritc 
w!Ut the Indiana an1l, receivin1t ll 
tip, w111 unable to cscnpe after a 
perilous, all 'day journey, on !oot 
with hi1 wife little three year ohl 
Mo.r1tarct and a 11ix weeks old bnby 
to Ft. Ridgely which he had help· 
cd to erect but five _ yenr11 before. 
A1 the company .must not be too 
lnrgc lhc two oldest children were 

' gl"en to an old buck, board with 
the Government pay-mnstcr v.;ho 
wu fleeing with the Government 
(unds to the fort. During the ten 
days they remained at the fort;' 
mnny times it wn1 act on fire, the 

1:·. women and children often being 
obliged to lie flat -on the floor to 
&Told the rifle fire . Finally after, 
ten ' dny1· reinforcement.~ - arrived 
the lndinns were defeated. 

.-... 
~· 

I. 
.. ~·. 

,, ~ 

': . 
~ , .. ; 

A relcif force cnrried the white 
1urvlvo1'1 do\l.·n the Missouri river 
by 1tcumbont to St. Louis. · Mr . 
N11.lrn nnd fnmily th en left for lhe 

..... . . . 
• home of hie sister Mrs. J11.me11 Jef· 

• frt:y at llurlini:ton lown. After n 
~ '· ·. ruldcncc of one yenr :it Du rlington · 
"'.-~.>:u.o family removed to Omaha, nnd · 

.. _.afler a 11hor1. reaidcncc th•!re the) 
.!"OYed to Sioux Cit)', which be· 
t~me _ the pcrm11ncnt home o! lh1 

in Floyd cemcter)'. 
Those from Slonn who ntten1lcd 

Uia Funcrul were: Jrui. N. Jelfl-cy, 
Geori:c S. Jeffrcr, • Mnttie Jcffrc)', 
Mrs. Dr. Hilts, and Jnck and Peter 
Dyers, pll cousin~ of the dccen~~d. 1 
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This article was written by John Nairn's 
nephew, Alex W. Smith (my cousin). 

Peggy Troy 

.$.~ q rY,: ! of ,~"II:.~ 
,., .. ... 

f I .,.,, ',,. •' 

I Ho~' • ,Youn£' 'Volunteer or~ i 
1 'fleer, · with Only 28 Mi n, : 
' •Reli1ted · . th• " Detennined . ~ .

1 1/{A11ault1 of '1,1100 :'Blood- •' ···· 
'i ·orued Indian1:.:i ,~ .·. '" ,. ,'~ "' · 

• ' • ' I 
"'l ' , .. ·-· 

: • '.~, tny · AI.Ex. · w. Sl\ttTH ' , '· ~ 

~· 11th dill' or Augu1t, ber.ftn an ( S EVENT'!'. year• ago, 'upon the t 
•' oulbruk. of the Sioux Indlllnl In ' 

Mlnnuota thllt ' developed Into •j 
orie oC' the moat· reartul mt.Mncrea 
In · the bl1tory ot the mlddle weal. ·. ~ 
/ The.. notH simply/ relate the ~ 
events ·leacllnr up to that dny In · 
Au1:1111t, 1862. when Va · young army ( 
officer, In later· ure well known In 
Sioux City, found him.elf unc'lCpect- . 
cdly In a poeltlon • of ntraordlnftrY · 
responsibility In •&. frontier fort be· ·· c . 

l•leged ·by Indiana, when~ for a ' lime ·· ~ 
he had ~ only 29 aoldlera for ·Ila d•· i · 
!~nae.·· ·'· ~::"' · )~ · ,• 

' The .beginning of the ' war between r .. 
lbe states Cl\Uled the replacerrlent Of v. tt'. ·~ 
reirulnr army troOpR In the frontier , it:: "< 
p0ets with newly enlisted volunteer · 
companies. The Fifth regiment, Min· 
nesota \'olunteer ·Infantry, wu ren· 
dezvoueed nt ·Fort Snelllnlt', Bltuated , 
At the confluence of th• Minnesota ~ 
nru1 ~ ·1111ee lnBlppl rivers. Defore •the '· 
regiment wna fully organized aev-
ernl of lho. comPRnlu were ' ordered 
to ' tho wc•tem poets, Company B to ~, :<')>' 
Fort Ridgley on 'the Mlnnrftots rl\'er, ·"' ··' 
C<>mpany C to F'.ort. Ripley on the ' 
Ml&•laelppl 'and ·D • to •Abercrombie, 1 
0 ,, .; .... ' : .. . f ~· ~ ~~ 

·='.Z>n~&.:c11 ~.~cr."" cariipi\i!y ~ :"' 
mn~ed nverl11nd ' through the' anow ··~ 
with First serre-.nt ,Tho~ae P. ae.re • ••.• 
comman.dlng •• r . . ' . . • .• , 
~A. few week• later 'he wM promot- \ 

ed. •to ·l\econd lieutenant. He found •t I Fort -Rldl\'ley pll!t\aantly altuatecl' on 1, 
, a epur of land of the . high pralrlo ·• 
t overlooklnir the bottom Jend1 or, the ' 

;"lflnne.otn rl\•er & mile awny, but· It 
"'M poorly located for defense op- ~ !. ,. ... , .. ,., "' TllOMA8 .:PAR IC '0ERE ~{'lr{~?1·:.: ' . "'' •';H~· "!o.Ji• ,; , ~. ·•r,":j;J'.• JOHN NAI RN ., : ', 
orntlonft Snvel'lll ravines penetrated '. "' •, 1 · ·· ·· · ·~ ·' • •· , ' · - , 11 1 t L- I 

. tlui hlutf, Bpproaebln1t the site nf the , · l\lr. Gere In . hl1 tlm~~oceupl~ a. position of.: eminence In the nr~ of • John .Nalm carpcntrr, lnndowncr ind saw m I oprra or, wu uvm n 
bulldlni;s within gunehot. offering 1 Slomc Clt7. After the. tnA:Mtement at 1• ort Ridgley, he par tJC\lpntcd with hlA Coldln~han1, 'ScoUand. Sr11t<'rnber !!8, ' 18%8. Afler coming to thl~ conntr,-, 
nlltural cover llnd entrenchment for rri:hnent (Flflh . 1111,nn'9ota), In' 'oper1ttlon11 Jn tho , civil ~w·~· µntll · mullered he worked ·tor· the feilrrnl i:nvemment on brlohi:eo. In l\llnneMll\ fnr A tlm<' 
an l\tlncklng force out Jn April, 186!1. . · llol ~ wllll engacrcl for •e,·ernl ~ ycan 115 a rnllro:ul eni:I· nnd helped tranlifer Jn1llnn• from Jlllnneeota t-0 & Dakoll\ re•en•ntlnn 11tl~r 

I · · neer (Mn•tructlon aod 'Aurnilni:);lln Junr, 1881,.hejcnmc to ' Slnn~ City nA the .Mlnnl'Mlti(mM11. .. cre. ." · 
r Durlni;- tho ellrly month• of the eu~Printe~dtnt or thefSlou:i: l Clt:r: ~dlvl"lon;· Chlca;;u, ~ St. ' J:'.aul, J.\llnneaiXlllA llfr.' Nalm' then hnni:ht Mme timber lancl aonthen•l of s~lh: nnd rlrnrr•I 

:VORr there appeared no rellllon 10 n.nd Omahll rallwa)'. · ~tei' . be left~the acrvlce or that rOlld, entered bUAlnHll It, ruftlns: tho .bri:eat trre• Into lumbt-r. He 1:ra1l111tlly l'lrnrrcl the lnml, 
euapect any attack by a roe and life In Sioux City, becanuf'presldent ' oftthe Sloux' Clty; and·Northern railway rcnltd eome·of, lt on a wrrenll\i:e b1t•I•, and c\'Cntnally nwnrcl nhout 900 
WIUI the monotono~ll routine of an (now the Grut' NorthtTn) 'and Vlftl prealdent of ' the : s1oux .City Terminal nctt9, mo!t of which l\l111'fl hd bren waehed n.llrll)' by thn Ml••onrl rh·rr. 
army flol\t. CApt, ;John 8• Marc~ nnd Warehon11ci'"comp11n)·.'He also~wa1 mana1terj1..t' t he·Sloux. Clty .Llnl!fecl ' For one' tenn lllr. Nnlrn \\'&.'county aupervl•or. He"'"" nn eldrr In thr. 
Jo11ne<t ~h9x, c~mfnny b: mld·APd';!,j 011 workL Upon' hli<deatb, Capt.l. Gere'a body' wali;Jnt«red In ·Atllnrt-On Fi!'lll Prnbrterfan l'hnrrh for m1m7 renrA. l\lr. Nairn rttlded In ~lon'lC C:lty 
L eu1t. 1. • dutvher commn1 n111 d nRllanal cemetery,-; q.,..; J• .. ..; 'I'•.'., " . ,. , . ~'. 1.•;.;:·, !l,; . ~.,. " -.;1,·1 • ~ ,,-hlle hi• chUdren were Rltendlng 1chooL' He died on hi• f&rm April 11, 1891. 
provouAYRn ecompRnfcre ..... ~ .. ~;\:•.'\f)t'J' · .-:-·.··1:·~ , .... ~.· · , ., ,.,, ,. 
tllllgonlly, becoming proctclent In appeared peaotful ' arid the 110ldlen111nalsted on" ;,_otlon: Then the 1tore'.; that night. a , feartul fRto would havel from point to point In "•eemlni:; <'r-
tho mnnu11l, foot evolutlona and eo· returned to thelr ~ j,01 tJ." with .th• e'lC· jkeeper. rei>lled , dellberately: • ~· • befallen ' the'.i:iebple' nt th~ fort and fort to wear down tho dcfenM, Tho 
11ecll1lly In eklrmlshtng. In l\ddltlon ceptlon of Lle'ut. 1 Cul~er '' who .'wtth "So far Ill •I ' am concerned, If they the maeeacr. :twould undoubtedly, ll!IMUlt In the open "'!\!! compllcntrcl 
n re11:ulnr Brmy ordnance l\Cr1teant, 1 · ' · • ore hungry, :let them eat i;-raaa." · .1, • 
John Jone•, who hlld remained to 11lx men WILi detached ·~O m1:11t~r _In Th&,ortlclal Interpreter ihook with have awept ; on 1 ow~ tho \'ti.lie>'., but bocnue& of creeping "'l\rrlorR In tho 
cnro tor •Ix plecP! of artillery, In- recrulte waltln1:-r. 1.t~1 St. Pe~er., \ , fright and · again : refused the agent Uko many a.n~ther lenclor he \VIII ravines, who •1ent fllghle or flnmlni;-
Rtructed the men how to handle the ' lllAS!ID~re ~t .~dwo~ ~ ~ hi• eervlcee, i/IO. Dr. WllllamNon 'wa11 fru9tratlld by dollly, & po~lpone~nt arrow• to the roots of tho bllrtacl<•. 
h~nvy ploeel'. more Ill 11. ,cllvorslon , Lieut. Sheehan •an•I' eompany de- requested ' by ' the agent to tranelato which .he ~urther extcnrlNI In· the Th 1 r the revlou• night rr•· 
thl\n nn:v expect11tlon or necessity. parted from · Fort ntagley: en:··roufe the etorekeeper;a 11entence, which he morning ot th.e .IDth hy docldlni;" to · e ran ° P · · 
Tho ucrclH proved 1uddenly to be for Fort Rl!Jley onll. e morning of did lri .'a : clear.'·vocle. There ' 'llio.11 •11 loot the to!'n iot . New Ulm before vented .. contlagrntlon. The Pmlrle 
of oxtrcmo value 1and of vital Im· sundny, August :11. · mpan l'J B .re- moment ·of slleri!=e, then aa lf:moved nttemptlng · ~ ~lorm lhe fort, Thi• 011tlook .npptftred swarming with Jn. 

I portnnc~. for the . ability to handle 8 umed Its accuitom rou. tine .at the by;' one ' 1mpula!!-.,·the council '- broke dlvel'l!lon on · the part nf Litt le Crow dlnns. .' . ·, 
the . hc11vy, IOlnB onntu11.lly Raved fort ·that wa1 · llUddealvtntern.ipted up In ' anger • .J;." .'I,' · • . ') v gave to.0 th• '. f0Ee1 In the fort ;B re- . ' Space prevent• a detnllccl ncrnnnt j 
ll)e tort In etnpplnir the rep~ated and next momlni:-; Mond4'i. AuS"Ust 18, A tew~.' daye ~later the •Indlan• re- prleve a!Jdt; ~ Portunlly for rein.~ of the nix hour•' de•pernte fli;hllni;-
dctcnnlred char1r68 of the • Jndl~,I! .when J, c. Dickinson urlved · 'll'lth solved { not~to ,1 eat grM•, · but ' eot It forcemcnta : tq nter. I~. ..' on that Aui;u•t d11y, untll J,l\tlo Crn"' 
when tho ·battle i:a;me. . , • •· .t the etarlllnir me~a ~that . 11. :whole.ala nfll\me. ~ Bo.me :.they. etutred ln!o ' the Almqsf ,Imm la~cl» J,leut, Shee~ mnde n.n M•ault ' In torro from th" 
Outhrenl< A nrt"1 l\t Upper Ai;ency m1U1111cre· of the whites waa In prog. mouth '.Of · .. the.! elorekee~r ·' ~t 'Red· nan and Compa,ny C nrrlVcd, for up- plateau while ntt•mptlng In dh·•rt 

During the eummer there w1.11 one reM at 'lledwood, nearby, acro•a ·the wbod •aa'• thetr. :reply to bl1 ~, brutal on recelvlng ' C&pt. M:tr•h'e · meaengc the defenders to the nppo!llo Aide. 
i lnterlnde of eome excitement when river. Thl9 ' Incredible • Information ndvlce, • · '' "1'- ·.: , } _ · ·• tho company bf force d mnrchln!:' re- .•• Artlllery Sa\'ea tho nny 
! MnJ. Thomas Oalbrnlth, who was the wu confirmed by t~ coming of a / John l'{alrn !led trom {he agency traced ' In ~ one!· nlght tho dlatnnco Then 11 "'l\S lh&t Sergennl Jnnr.R 

lnrllnn ngent . at Yellow River, 60 wounded , man, ,. and ! Capt.·, Marfth when he{ eaw the rising .•,moko at revlously covtred In t"'O day11, I\ brou~ht the 24 .pounder Into net Ion. 
mlloa north of the fort. •complained promptly preparfd to, lrO to· the rea· •Redwood. 1wlmmlng the Minnesota erolc tent. v •• . t , / " 
that In antlclp&tlon of the lesue of cue, and within h&lf an hour or tho river. to obtain . a , bo11t In which . to Meanwhile, :r,1eul. Gno's courier, Whenhtdhehyerllllndll' J>Tl\hlnleh.d horde np-

.. h ' · h d · I ' ' pro11c e e re o envy rrver· 
annnltv goods and the p&yment of, flret alarm, "'" 46 • m1111, 1m11.rc e terry the women and ch ldren to n route to Fort Sncillni:-, warneil b ' lk h • 1 1 ·r 2 
annuity money the Indiana In· . that out. ftfter, ,dlapatchtn1r 1' a . m~aenger safety In the to!_t.'.:. ., " f Ma.I. Galbraith jand . I.leuf. Cul\•er at erntlon, I 11 t . e exp 0 • on ° O 
aectlon hRd vltched their Jodi::e1 In to recall Lieut. ~ S~eehan .. : lett.vlng .eu · ore .Issue emall )arme ·to St. Peter. Ret.llzlng the ~xlreme dnn- ·i;tlnft, we.a follo\\ed by the burnllni:: 
unu•unl numbers around the govern- tho fort ' under · C0'!1"land of.(Se~nd the retureea;1·-and ~·. poated • • plcket11, irer 11t the I fort. they rnlllecl 50 re. of ehells Md tho rnpld firing nr the 
ment building ... And they were be· Lieut. Gere ·-:'~II\ bu~ 1 ,28 ,m~~ •f,or Ila car~fully, ln1t~cted' how · to . rally crulta, · arm~d ~ t.hem "11 h old IJRrp. 1tmaller iruns, <lcpres~ed, " 'Ith cnt 
comlnir lncre11.11lngly lmpa!lent be· defense. 1 1 1 • : ., ,. •• l• · · Rhould attack ·come at nny point. A er'a Ferry mualtell!, nll the nmmunl- fuaee. The nrtlller:v 9" ept th• prnlrlc 
cnue" or the delay In , the ll'rrlvel of Almont lmmed/alelr aettl.er8 from cloae watch'. wae '.kept for friend ·and tlon obll\lnable,! three rnnnd 11 !\piece, nnd the In~IAna turned nnd fled, rol -
tho gol• whlc_h, due In lllay, WR& the .. urroun<llng country ,arrived Rt foe ftnd, alrange;to relate, at midday nnd ·In 12i houta of rnpld marching lowed by dro.pplni;- ahell• of th o ln -
lnrdy Mclluae of clVll compllcntlona. th 9 fort bringing. terrlhle tldlni:-a nf the clerk '. of ' the 'Jndlan superintend· they also ent,red th" fort where f1tnt nrtlller~ . who had plnyrrl "" 
At Redwood, on tho Lower ·Airency, II>lllRge aod maaaacre;ti7 ·the :Indl11na. ent w1th'; a 1 guard ot tour men .rode Lieut. Sheenant u aenlor officer had unique ~ pn.rt In mllltnn• tnctle~. 
•lmlll\r eufferlng . iirev1illcd, the In- A!".1011Pl-the:!.ret.~t . • In : with ;· $71,000 ; In , gold.") he long 11.Aken comme.n4: . ·~ T~at wae the cloM of tho lm ll I•, 
dlan tnmlllea actually driven . to ent mment emplOye; Joh~ N~lrni . 111.tcr ooked i for 'annuity money. Needle• ' lndlarui~A•tln.ult Fort ICldgJe yet . the beleaguered gnrrl•nn ilnrc<l 
the roots nncl ' berrle1t ot the prairie, a well k.nown ..,Slou,.t-Clty ·'lllOMer. 0 80y thei· journe)ttd no (farther. "' '" , , 1 • 1 not to ceMe vlgllnnce for fon r •U C· 

1 while In . the &torte >there wu food With bis • famlly 1 he · owed · his ~safety · 111 ' h' . Co . d WI--' ,0 t . Repul1ed Jn the attnck nt Now Ulm ceedlng .d11y1, e\•en until thu Rd\'Rnc• 

l 'n plont>' held by the whites irreedt, to· the ' w11rnlng"of~ trlendly'' Jndlanl\, · an - ~~ ... ~n;i~n . ~ . u ':· on ~ugUat'll,"'LllUe Crow returned 'guard of ,Oen,' Sibley, who hnd jour-
,.~ r the ;xpected gald. . " ". ror 'whom with 1 'hli "'tood,t(rle~d, Dr. The ,d•nPUll~;and shortly . ~fter with J ~n~· t.ncre~!ed rollo"'lng to re-· .neyed · slo'l\·ly 1 nnd cl\Utlon~ly from · 
. nee ponding . to ithe · "Jlpeal . 0 John . W:llll1m11on, ' lhe . mls~onnry ark t~o ex71ted11oldler1 .cam.e , Into sume ol)erat101111 ll~nln•t Fort R'.dG'· trort SoellJnir, fln11lly enter~ Fort 

,,;gent oalbralth ror: help, .CompMI 1.mo~1t•t,..the Sioux ' ha~"•!l're tho f~rt with the".~he<:klnl\' ne:w!_tbat Icy. 'Atter::the~\111101 hluff to· hold a .nldl:le:t'. ,and . relieved .th• wMrv d•· ' 

IC nn!I ·n cam~· for111. time' at : th d
0
e11.l o _ . • .,. . Cap~ Mt.rail d;23 Tof.;h1~tme~ •h.11d ·pfulef, '~h '\eht~.iert the fl rat charge;,, ~enders. . • . • · . . 

Upper A1toncy • .'The ·former wai com~ \ eW days prevl 1al7,· at ·a : coun- been •ldlled!'.lnla',flght • tlt jt1he ferry, drlYl~r hi the µi1ck r.t• nnd :irolnl~g 1;: !'Jloux C~ty wns ln1ten.el» In t~r""t • 
mAnded bY 'FITRt ,Lieut. Timothy J. ell at Red'!'ood,·lunCel'.· 1hn!Jar. cir- whll~ a~ltl!lr>U~J to ' C~!',!1 ·th• ,tver.,•.toothold ln)lthf oulh11lld ln1t1. ,For. a ed ·In · the campaign ,which follnw rol 
RhMhnn. ·o( Fort Ripley, a ' fighting cum~tanc~• v to · .the ~ne~ at {.Yellow I Thi• : dlr~ ·ne~ placed 1a tremeltdou& 'time ·~ere · wlll 1hnrp close _!'!ldge, to subdue the h09tlle trl~e9 nn rl 
trl•hman \\•ho Jilin 'played an active Medicine, the Cblef ~!tie ei:oW'm11.~e N!!IPC?n•lbl!ltY. ',: on , the 1houlden· 1or rlrlnG'~ 'll;hlch' P.ryn lnntecl when . Ser~ many thr1lllnir <'llepntcheA cnmo frnm 
pnrt In the defenae of Fort Ridgley. an lmpu1loned app.,.J ' fo~ .,food tor tll• young lieutenant lll ·ht looked ·at ,;e11nt .rone11 ' g1t hlR howlt7.ers Into the ·lndlan country durlnR the tol. 

1 On the evening of AuguRt 4 , the hie 1111opl~ polntlnir; outJbat, the Jlro- the'..:women · and children· ' crowding- actlon:' batterlni: do,.·n the 1hed1.' · 10 .. ·lng yearn, but none touch' '' th~ 
I hnni;-ry Jndl11n1· mnde : f\ •wlld dem· vlnlons ~er.!.' tn_{,the •10.,~1.~: at)d the the ' ~a~k1. '·",'lt_hoitt'/ delay < he '"Meari1'h.lle, Jndln M crept up· the pioneers more ncutely thnn lho nf. 

l ,onatrlltlon, atleplptlnit to storm \ the f1.mllle1 In t~! lo.d~, wel'!_...•t~rv- wro~· ·.a dl•¥alch to . the command~ ravlne1,'nfure1 'Yhlch ~nablecl them .tnlr at Fort Rhh:ley, It left nn In· 
•government warehou•e. Prompt 11c. lni:, ~lth~ut .\ rnooe.r., ~ t.he .;r;•lpre1 11.nt ·at ·Fort. 8pelllng. l &1kln1 ~tor re· to ·appro11ch .,ory nrnr, and only dellble mark on mnny "'''" nnd 111'1~ 
,lion of th" otrlcera prevented blood- 11·~uld . not give . them .. oredlt. r". lnfortemen!•·r.I Pr.lvate :·w. :. J.x Stur-,! 11rompt,'actlon et tlin Mnvy gune pre- were home• where e'·cn In tlm~• nf 

, shed at \he· time, · llnd upon ; their 'We uk that :vou, .pie age.'lt;·make r;t11, • moubted • on , the awlrteet l honie .Vented them el\'nrmlni: In. · All day Mfety tho children ehuddercd \\'Ith I lnsletonce • emergency , rallone were arrangem~,nts or, :,,.e 'm~>' ~~e our &VAll!-bleJca. rrl.ed '.~e ·h!eeiage "on a' the aftacklhg '. partlc~ nu ffered heav- fear when they fnncled they hem rd 
l""ue<I lo the hungry Indlllns. Next ~wn t.way._. "Wh~n men i.:"t' r,JiUngTJ long and •dft!.llpl'i>ua rlcle .tbrouirh .the lb"andlliifllcted llttlo lo•s to tho ' de.' the monotonous be11t of " drum nr 

. dny Cl\pt. Mareh held a council and ,h_e7. h,elp themse!v9'.", ·:• ·~:.! i:ilirht/ ·~· ·:·•;.·:· -~ ·" . •. :"Ir"' . • fender•. Fighting continued unlll noticed ' th& · 1:l11ro of n dl~tnnt rtrc 
onleretl the lmmedl11te l!sue of an- ' • Btorekffritr'1 1~t!tl•Re)llt Whtie! tbs night deepened, appre- late ' :When 1 rain bei:nn lo fall, and aptn11t , the evenlnll' eky. I nulty l\'ood•, thus MIVln1t 11. / perllou11 Dr. ·Wllllammon. Wllo' wu·' pl'ffent henslon. lncreued when ·the glare of abOut · midnight thn Indian• with· · 

. 1 ~1hcntlon, •when the red men out- nt the\ req\ie11t.1ot.-lthe · 'airerit, :, Inter- the ' camilflree becnmo vl1lble 'a¢roes drew:· Rit.ln conllnnctl ne'lCt dny nnd [Acknowledi;-ement for detnll• u•rrl 1 
'. n.nmbcrcd the 1oldler1 eight to·· one. pretlld the eve~.' tbe :1.,guJar 'Inter~ the river . l\nd th11 throb of Jndlan no attack wu mivle. hut on Friday, In thl11 outllne of the tli:ht "' Fort 

11• ollnwln1t the POWWO'l'I', the Indian preter belnir ' afraid ,' to: .. do ft10. ,Then dfum1S COUid., be, hellrd ' Jn . the.':dll· AUll'U!t ;22, .- a fUrlou• ns91iUlt '.1\IU I Ridgley • Bncl tho , nont11 lrnillnl: 
lenders proml•ed to keo11 their ,pea- the agent ·nddJllNed\th'1lorekeepers, 1,taoce; ;,wb.ere ' tbe ,. h.wtllui now · with made on all sldea. • thereto : Tho Blogrl\phy or John Wll· 
Pl~ Rway from,, th• agenc:r until the n~vlalrlir ; therri •to' !tet . t .. ther. and . plent7, ofi foO;d ,and ' drlnk, 'eelebnitedl i ll :"waa 'eetlm11ted that probably llamaon, ·Mlnncsota In tho Clvll Wnr 
nrrlv11l of the · 1told. decide · 11omelblncf .Jt ;.11111 '.)>\It l!p to I with'~· o,tl'Y~ •f. f1HL11tlng . tl!~ :b,loodY l t,&oo \,• Indl11.n1 ·: tool< pnrt In . the last nnd . the pereonnl remlnlacencu of 

The Lower . Ai;-~nt')' Indl&nN h~d the hend. stor~.keeper w~o, attempted doln1u , of the prevlo111 day,.· ·: dfty'1 battle. ' The repeated charitea John Nairn, unrecorded.] 
11n 11nrt In thla flff11lt, the rel\ervatlon to IM1'o the .counCI bUlf_tJui agent Had • Llt~le Crow Pl't!•ed fo1'11'1rd of th• reda 'were rrpul""d with dlffl. Burton, Wa1<h., Aug. H. J~~z . .. ~·- \.-- .. • . .. ..h ---- . - ....... ,.. . 
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This article 
nephew, Alex 

llOw . r. lYonnc Vo1ateer Of.; , 
flow, · with On11 28 .. n, · 
ltllilttd. tht',· Dt&trmbled •I 

~Allaultl of ~. 1,~00 : 'Bl~· 
r.:l"Otuld Indianae.t•~'I '" ., .. ,·z, " 

.t I • • • t • •11 ' r. 1. 4J 
1 ' ,.__.__. • t 

" : '/irr'.A1.11:x: ·,v. sMiTH 1 .,·:· •. 's' l!JVENTY YHJ'I "..a. :upon th• ' ·. 
~11th day ot Aull'Utt, be«an an 
... outbreak of the 81ouz Indian• In \ 

~ )l!nn..ol& thllt •developed Into ; . 
on oti 'the moat' ' tlVful manacrM ~ 
In .. th• bl1tory or the middle w .. t. ~, " 
/'I'h... not11• 1lmplJ',~ relate th• ~ 
1nnt11 ·leadlnl' up to .' that daJ' In ·· 
Auiruet, 1112, when •·a· youn&' army ->: · 
ofrlcer, In later:ure· well.; known In (, : 
Bloux City, found hlmeelt unexpect· , \, 
edly' In a po11l1011 : of extraordinary • . 
rt1p0n1lblllty In 1a,, trontler fort be· · '' 
1lqed •by tndlan1, · when' for a ' tlm• 'I 
he 1hacl':oiily 21 ,'t0ldler1' tor ~ lt• de· ~ . 
~en1e.~ \ .,, . :,..- . ·:·. · . . -~~ . .. . ... ). . 

• • The .1>egtnnin1r·ol tne ·war """".," i' 
the elates clluled th• replacement of Y· r; 
reirular army troop• In the frontier , 
p01ta ,.,·Ith . n.Wly enlleted volunteer · . 
companlea. The Fifth regiment, Min· 1' l' 
n81ol& \•olunteer ·Infantry, wu ren- .\! :· 
desvouaed n t ·Fort · Bnelllnir. 11tuated , · 
at the confluence of, lilt Mlnn•o!& 'I ; 
nM"'llUa•lnelppl rlv1nr. Defore •the ~ 
rerlmcnt wne ·fully . orsanllfd HY• r 
era! 'of tho companies . were · ordered -.:: 
to' the we"tem po1t1, Com.,any B to .:, :· 
Fort~Rldgley on 'the Mlnnf'llOl.A ·river, , · 
CornpMY C to r Fort. Ripley on th• •1 
l\!11111 .. tppl '•nd .·n · tb •,Abercromblt; 
D T.'J"' I .... #11·.., 1 ~,.1, . j.\f ,) '- 1'":.:. 
·;· -nf}.fir.:~ 7t/.::':11cr,u-c:$nip~fii 11 
m111'1lhed . overland ' through the' enow 
,.,1tl) '. Flrt1t S1rreant;Th.omu P.' Ge.rt ~ 

~ .. .,,.. . ~ . ' .. . comma.ndlnK"• ~ 1: • 1 . , ~ ~; · , 
.!A_ rew week• later 'he \.,u promot:. • 

f!d " to· ·second lieutenant. He found t I Fort ·Ridgley pleuantly ·a1tuated' on 
& epur of land of the., high prairie 
overlooking the bOttom Janda or, the i . 
)ltlnne9otn river a mile away. but· It · · ... · •· · H ·· •• ·' 

'-·nt1 i>0orly Joeated tor detenH op· . ,· ,. ·""' ~ fl. .,,.-mollA.a·:rARJt·OERBJ"l':~·r"'" -:· ,"!'·'""!'. ~ ·~·-"'··~ .• • JOHN NAIRN ... ("•· · • I 
o~at~n~r Beveral :~YI~~ Pft"et~a:~d .. lllr .'G~ •.In h'i.'ri\mef.CeU;1eti' a position otf~~~ ' in th~ ·· life..,. of ~ '. ' Jobn .Nal .. WJ,entrr, lnndown;;:::and "'" mlll b11eralor, wll8 born In 
~u~ldl~ ; "!f~~· ;fn9h:t.e :r~erln:i Sioux Clt7• After' th;.9'a:'"~•m•t'at l'ort Rldglty;'be p1rtldpatcd with 'his Collllnchant, '·8e•U&nd. Sr11tember %8, ' 18%8. After com Ina; to lhl~ country, 
natur&lg cover and entrenchment for rci:hntnt (Firth 'Mlnn41eta). 1n·;optratlon1 In' tho, clYll iwar"untll · mu1tered he 'worked •for· tile f~rrnl i:nvemml"nt on · brldiret In MlnncsolA · for " tlml" 

tt kl t · · / oi1t In · i\prll . lMS::H w•'. fnpre1l for llenral ~ycani ·as ' a' raUron1r eni:l· llnd 'helped ' tranli!tr Jn!lln.ns from llllnneaota to a D&kota. reservntlnn after 
~!' a ac ni; ~rce. · ntt.r (con8t~ctlon'·a1111 111ur\'eiln1:Jl~Jn Jnne.-1881, 'he came to 'Slouir City a1 the:MlnneAtita' m-ctt. .1 • 
• Durlni: the enrly ~onth1 of the llUpttintendfnt · of . thef!'ilw1: i 01t:r. ~dlyJ"lon,'- Chlca;;o~8t;' ~atil, t.1lnne11polbl •• Mr.'Nllm1then bnnJ!;hl. Rome timber lan1l 1outhtn.•t or SR1b: nn1l clrnrrrl 

:ve&r there appHred no ru.aon to and Omaha ra111"&1".·~tet".he • ten"the aervlce of tl111t road, entered buRlne11 It. l'llltlni:H.be .l1rr:e11t tr~l"~ Into lumber. lie Knllu1tlly rll"nrl"ll the h•ml, 
suspect &ny attack by a foe and life In Slouz City,· 11team.f' pr911ldent'ot1the Sloux'Clty~ and ·Northern rallway rcnttal 10m9-·of, 1& on• p~rrl"ntan b!l1ls, and e'l'Cntu&lly n\\'neil nlmut 900 
wu the monoton°!11 routine of an (noi¥ the Gret1t •Not111er11Fand ·vb pre11ldent 'of' tbe';Sloux·,Clty Terminal acres. mllllt of which 11h1l"e ha4 bttn wuhed """">' liy tlt11 l\ll~Ronrl rl\'rr. 
rr:n~ r~•t. Capt. :ro~n . B.ld:P.~a~~ and Wattho-"eomJ1111>-.' He' ahOtwat11 mana""~f)he· Sloux, C1ty1Lln.eed " For one'tff!ll .&Ir. Nnlrn was county eu~rvl80r. Jlo \\'AR nn ehll"r In th!! 
0 n t e compan~ n m • Ped on work11.' llpert h ~t.bi :c.nt.10ere'i. hoclJ"' wu,Jn*'red ln:ArUnr~ Flnt PrNbT~ chul't'h for man7 7~ar11. Mr. Nairn rt!!ldM In flloux City 

Lleult. NI. K. Cdultvher blld commdanlldl d national eemewey,...;.,,:yi"~ .~~J"' '. .. · .. ·. !'. 1w;,:~, 1 ;l! • .' .. "'\. '. {·~(," ' { whlle hie chJldrtn "'"' attendlnl' llChooL' He died on bla farm April 11, 1891. 
prav OUll y &.n e company r e .... ~- r' './7 ... -w.·1 • L .• .... - .... ·,: ;4 ·......,, •• f:'~ • • . • ... .... r~ ,._ . ' 
dtllgenth•, becoming proficient In appeared >ptaoef\11 ' a tbe : 1111J41trt1(1nslated ·0n· aotlon.' Then tbe ~1tore~ that nlsbt. a .tlll'tlll fnlo would baval tro111 point to point In a Nccmlng cf-
tho mnnunl, toot evolutions and es- returned to · th~!rjpoe.' . t.f.' '"!1.th . th·~ .ez.,ke.~per'.'re~lled 1 dellberio.tely: c; ~' ' · befallen "' tb1',.;p~pl1' at the tort and fort to wear down 'the dc!cna~. The 
t>tclll11Y In. alclnnlahlng. In addition ceptlon' of ' Lleut.' Cu(ve~ ' who wltb So far"' 'lam concerned, It .they th . mueacretwould undoubtedly UN.Ult In the open WM compllcnt•~ 
a re1iulnr &rmy ordnnnce "erlfe&nt, ~r · •.1 • ·' are hungry, ;let them eat 1traa1.'1 e • . .,.. .·'. ' · 
John Joneii, who hed remained. to 11% men ·wu det,ache4 t? m9~t'r .In . The,offlelal lnt~reter •hook with II ave 1we11t, on 1 ow!1 the valle>:, but .becauae of creeping wnrrlono In the 
cnre for ~Ix plece9 of artlllery,. In- ~rulta waltln,c .,at:t':Bt. :Pe~er, ,',·'- fright and · again refused the' agent like many a_n~her lender bo w111 ravines, who ·eent fllght1 of tll\mlng 
Rtn1cted the men how t~ handle the · , ' !\~~rt ~t .~~~\. his .ervtoei.•'.r.: Dr. Wllllamaon "wu frustrated by delay, a l'O~tponemenl arrows to the roofs of tho barrack!!. 
hrJtvy 1'lece11, more u a .lllver1lon 1 . Lieut. Blleehan &n•l :"comp~ny. de- requeeted'bt the ' qent to tranelate which Jte ~ul'l!1er extended In' the r ht re· 
thnn 11ny expectation of neceHlty. parted from ·Fort Rlati-ley".. en'·'route tlle ' etorekeepe~ sentence, which be morning of tll.e .Uth by docldlng to :the ral.n of tile P evlou9 nlg P 
The ncrcl81 proYed 1uddenly to be for Fort Ripley 'on~t e morning of did 1ri1 'a Jclear.:.,.oclt. There '•ll•u :11 loot the tow.n fof -. New Ulm before nntcd .• conflagration. The r>rnlrte 
of extreme v&lue .i11nd .of v1t11l Im· Bunday, August":t7. mp•nY/B , re- moment· of illeli~e,·then u lf :mond attemp~lng ··~ ··~torm the fort, Thi• outlook ·app•ared swarming with Jn· 
r>ortllnce, for tlle .. nhlllty to handle eumed 111. accu1tom routine at the by f one '1mP\lla!L.,' tha council !· broke dln!'lllon on, the ~rt of Little. Cro.w dtnn1. ;: '·, • · ·, 
Ille . heavy, ~ma eventually eavld fort :that wu , euddeaty,• 1nterrupted up In ~ 1111ger •. .t ." .•tt' · · '·"> v· · pve to,·tbe : foE1 In the fort ~a re• ·.\Space preventa ." delnllcd nccount 
t)Je tort In stopping tbe repeated and nezt momlnll'; Mon.d4'.ii A"ir\11t 18, A tew.~·. dayli.11ater the <Indians re· prleve and"'t.o portunlty for rein· of the 111: hour9' deftpernte fighting 
detormlped chargAe _of · the• Jndl&J?,I! .,.!Jen J, C. DlcldnlOll arrived '. with 110lv~.{not~to~N.t .graH,:, but "ett It forcemcnta : t4 ' liter. . '~; ' ~ on that Auguet dli.y, until Little Crow 
when the ·battle iia;me. :. , " -. ,I th• .etartllng 1n~1 ~that'. a :wboleeale nflnme. ~ Bo_me'l.they.: stuffed ln~o ' the Almq~ )mm , lately Lieut. Bhee~ mnde &n Uftault>ln forco from th11 
OulbrenlvAverted llt lipper i\t:•ncy mueacro · or the :whlt'8 wu In pro,;- mouth •;of ... tlleJ storekee111,r •'. at Red· nan and ComPllf'Y C nrrlvcd, for up. plateBu while &tt~mpttng to dh·ert 

Durlnll' the· iummer there wu one """ at 'lledwOod; nearby, acrou ' tlle wbod •ae'• theli:. ·repl7 to bl1 ~, brutal on recelvlng ' C&pt. Mnrfth'a 'muenge the .defcnde1'1!1 to the OPl'091to 11lde. 
Interlude of some ezcll•ment when river. Tiiis ~ Incredible • Information advlc!!, ·' "': J: ''I; I·' · " ' tile con;ipany b.t forced m11rchlng re· J;. . Artlller)' Sa vu the Dny 
MAJ: Thomae Oalbralth, who Wall the w11._11 confirmed by t1\9 coming of ll / Jo'lin JO{•lrn !led .from {he &&-ency traced ln,, Ofte! !light the ~letance t• Then It ,.,.l\S thllt Sergeftnl JnneR 
lndlrui a!l'ent • at Yellow nh·er, 10 wounded • man, f and I Capt.'1, Mnrall 'when. hez;eaw the rtatng ·.1.molce at revlously COV!ttd In t"'O d&y11, a brought the 24.pounder Into nctton. 
mllca north of the ·tort. 'complained promptly pre~ed ' to; &'O to· tb11 res- Redw~ . 1wlmml11g tile Mlnneeota erotc· teat: v:. 1 , : 1 
that In 11.ntlclpatlon of the leeue of cue, !lnd wll!!ln h,alf an h~ur of the river , to· o~t&ln : a ' boat In whl~h·, to Meanwhile._ i.leut. Gcre'e •courier, Wiien the yelling pointed horde np-
&nnult:r good• and the payment of1f11'1!1t al11.rm,· with 41 l me,ona_rehed ferry the women and children , to n route to Fort Bnclllng, warned pronched he fired. The hcrtvy r~\'er­
annutty mon•y the Indians ln'. tbnt out. afler,..~tspatchlns'"a, m.Mnger llafety .tn the ' tort.". .'' ·or. · • MaJ. Oalbralth1&nd J,leut. Culver at berntlon, like the explosion of 20 
eectlon had pitched their · lodgee tn to ·rec&~! . Lieut. i B~eeb~;;let.Ylng ,eu .. ore , iime.,_ 1mal1 arme ·to Bl. Peter. ruall11J1r the extreme dan· guns, Wl\3 followed by the bUr•llni:-
unuau11.l numbers around the govern• the fort under. c,omn:an.11 ot.(B~nd the · refu&'lflll :i·-and •PD1led 1•· pickets. ~er &t the lfo.rt. 'they rnllled 60 re- of shells and tho rnpld firing of the 
ment bulldlnrs. and they were . be• Lieut. Gere "-:"!~ bu~ ..,u ,men.ifor .lt1 ca.~fully. Instructed' how '. to • rally ·crulta, ;ann'4 , Ui'em ,.,11h old Harp. 11t11nller ll'Un9, depressed, with cut 
~om Ing lncreMlngly · lmpa!lcnt be- derenee. ~ 1 1 :r ' .. ~i · · ahould "attack 'come at any point.. A er'1 Ferry mueket.s, nil the ammunl- funea. The nrtlllery swel't the prnlrtc 
Cl\U8o of the delay In ' the arrival of Almp!ll Immediate!~ 11tt1.ers from cloee watch( wu.:kept for friend '11nll lion obtalnableJ lhrre rnund•. apiece, and the Indians turned and fled, tol-
tho irol• whl'\h, ' due In May, wae the •urroun11ln1' cou~try arrived . nt roe .and, 1trange'to relate, at midday and .. in a ' bouti of rnl'ld marcblnP: lowed bY dropplnl\' ahells of the In-
tardy 'McauH of cl\111 compllCRtlons. Ille tort .brlnr!nlr. ter'rlh~e t~dlni:e nf the cler~~of)b~ !Jndlan superintend· they 'also" ent1"'<1 the tort, •whero fant nrtlller)·, wllo had pl&ye!l 1in 

At R•dwood, ·on ~"!e ~wer •Ag"ency; i plllall'e and m~cre;\17 lhe,Indlane. ent wltb~a' 8'11&~. of· four ).lien .rode Lieut. . Bbeenan:u ecnlor officer had ~nlque ~ J!ftrl In military tncuc~. 
almll11r eurterlntr prevailed, the In· A!1)DDP _ ~ , • In ; with ; $71,000 • In . gold,'.;the long 1 taken comman.i. · •• T~at 1wae . the . clo~e of tho bnttlP, 
dlAn f&mllle8 actually driven. to eat ment employe; Jo. ' N!'I~ . l~ter ooked ;for 'annuity money~ Needle• ... • Jndlam A.J.u1 Fort md If 7at . tile beleag0ered gnrrlson clnr"'1 
the root• 1u11~ ' berrlee of the prairie, a well known ..,Biol!"· Cl!Y pioneer. o' say, tllei- joumeytd no ~farthu,'f. ·~ , , 1. _1 t · I' .7 not to. cetU11 vtgllMce for tour oi•c-

1 while tn . the 8 torM \ Uten wae toodj "'.llh ~l1 • famlly he owed·~l& ;111.fet:v ; . M . {i• "com a d ' Wlped ,0 t•., Rep.ulffdJn ·UJ• &ttnclc 11t New Ulm .ceedlng .d1y1, ~hn unlit tllo ad\•nnce 
'I\ plenty held 'bt tile whllM ll'eedt. to the warnlng .. of~rlendl:t lftdlan11, an · ~ ,. • ~ ... n . · u ' . on ~Ul'Ult'.'-1.t.~lltle Crow· retumM ll'Uard of 1Gen. Sibley, who hnd jonr-

/'ir the ~xpecled &'Old. . ' • ,,, for ·w~om wlth 1'h)li tood rlend, Dr. The . d.,.~~;and s~ortly .art.er with :.~ ' .nort~ffd tollon·lni: , to re• .n•yed' ' 1lo"°ly nnd caullou"IY from• 
Reapondlnir ~ to , ~o · apPeal . 1 0 Joh.11, 'V:llll&11111on, he . bl~onary r1c tW,.O ·.excftld11oldler1 .~a~ , Into 1ur:n• op tlo!I' ,a,,;nl.n.t Fort nl.dg- l'ort Snell!ng,lt finally enterr.d Fnrt 

, ,gent •(falbraltli for, help, .companl amonn the 'Blou tt tho tort wit °'thl' •hOC:klnll' n~t!bat ley. Atttr.. ·~·1811111 hlnfC ta• hold • ntd.der;.andlr~lleved . thl\ wel\rv .i.. 1 

IC 11nfl•R·mm~.ror P 11. tlme~at : th dfA ¥. , . Cap · V 1Ufof,'. i,t ll\li! •h.ad J111rlef, "'!I. !ell the tlret,oharir.e; rendef!L . • . • • • . 

I Upper Ai\'eney,,Th• former wae 'com• ew d&YI I 11 t · .coun- bee II.. ,nl',ht •Ill 11t1 rterrt t drMns h tckrt• nnd~sa1111!1 , . ~loux ~ty wu lntcn"'ly lnl trP•l-
mandcd bY Fll'llt',:Ueut. Timothy J, ell at ' R .. -:'°ood, . U • , ellar_ cir- whll~. a~t JI .. ~ ·to•c~ •th9' J1ver~ .toolMld •I ~h . ~uth11lldlng1. ,'l'or ' a ed ·In" the camp&lll'l\1 ,wlll,ch follnwrd 
llh~elll\n, •or' Fort' Ripley, a ft1rhtln1' l.'Umstanc.R \f ~o : .. the ne a Tellow

1
Tht1 :dlr · ,,. pll1ced t!-"1rtmelldou1 'time eh~ Wiii "hnrr clo11e ·!"nrt, to subdue the hoetlle trltire nn<l 

. lrl•hm&n who later 'played an active Medicine, the Cblet tU• . w"miule rMPC?D•lblµtr. ., on ·?the ·1holllilera 1of nrln ~h!cbl "nnlnntr.d when . Ber-' many thrlllln11 dl11i>11tche11 came rrnm 
imrt In the defenH or Fort Ridgley. an hnpur'Jloned app'-1 ' roi: ~rOod for the ;s:o~na.~l~u_t1nant aa. ht, looked -al' Jl'e&nt iJ.on" ' git hlft howltzeni l.nt~ the I Indian country durlnll' the fol. 

I · On the evenliia; of ~uru•t 4. the 11111 Pel!ple, ~ln~nir ~tJb~ the.pro- tlle ', women . •n~ chlld.ren• crowdlnr .~llon, :ba~tertnr; down the ahed!L . loYo·lng yeal'll, but none touche•I th~ 
hungry Indl11na• mA<le , a "wlld dem• vlalone · i!'ez:.!. I~ ·lh• • to•. d tile the . ~ke. ; · ~ll.!lout ,1.dtlay ( ht ·' MN.n"hllf; JndlBn A crept up th• ploneer1 more ncutely thnn lho 11r-
onlltrnllon, attempllnfl' to etonn , th• faml.llee In .. ti& .. J~ e tf!-rv· wrote ·._ ,dl•patch to . the command•. raYlnee,'refun1· ,.,.hlch enabled them tnlr at Fort Rldll'ley. lt ltft nn ln-

·!"'overnment wi\rehou!lfl. Prompt· sc• l~Jr, wlth~ut :. . . if ~h }fr" ant :at"Fort.',11,nelllng,j~eklnr ~tor' re~ to" 11ppfoAch 'ory Mnr, and only dellble mark on m1my llveA nnd there 
,tlon of the otncer1· prevented blood· w~uld :not · riv tll~ 0ofedlt: t'', lnfol'Ctmtnta~~v11t• ' W. :; J'. "f,Btur·,~prompt'actlon tf tho hr.nvy runs Prt• were homea where e\'tn In ttmu nt 
1hod at \he ·time,· &nd upon ;tbelr 'W• uk that f,!'~ · • ~*1.t, . make gts, •mounted ' on .,~he .•Wlflt8t !.~or1e,.vented (them ·,wnrmlni: In. · All d&y 1111.fety the children ah udder"" with 
tn11latence • emergency , ratlonR · were 11.r~em!;Ulll or, • . , • our .. al~ble,carrltd .~• IJ!Nl&S• on a Ille aU&ckthr partlc. •uffered boay. fear when they fllnclcd ·tbey lreard 
IR•u•ll to the hunll'T)' Indlane. Nut ~;'n t .'Wa)'.,. 'Wbtii unrl'J'. lou.r &;n4'""'~~hlu1 ,rl4,• thl'O\ltrb ,th1 111· and:liifllcted Jlttlo lo~s to the ·'de: the mo·notonous beat of n drum nr 
dlly Cnpt. Mareh held a ·councll' 11.nd .•J' h,elp °':•11'.'"f""- . • ·~· 1 nl«llt,, '": ._.,~ • ~ '· . '.:'I •.• ·,"; fenden 'Fll:hUnJr continued . until noticed' the •i:lare of n dletant tire 
or<lere<I the .Immediate · h11ue of an- :.1• Slofl!kftli.~• .&al.· · 1'· ·· · -Whll•! Uie ~lgbt detpe'n8d,, appre. lale • ,.-hen '.raln began to fall, and qatn1t the evening 1k;v. I nutty i:-ooda, thu1 RoMnll' a / pertlou1 Dr. WJllla111•n, wu' ,..ent honalon. lncreand when •the 1lare ot about· mldnhtht the Indiana with· · 

1"ll11ntton. •when the red men out- at tile\ re11\iNtJ.b~th1 airllft Inter- tile ".camPflree became vl1lble ·ai:ro111 clrew:•' RiUn conllnue~ n•xt d&y and [Ackn'owledirem'en t tor detail~ """'' 
·,numbered the aoldlers eight to"one. pniled the .aplittJi, rular"lnter. tile rtnr -11.nd · th11 throb ·or" Jndlan no attack wa11 m11<le hut on Frlda1, In thl• outllne ·of the tight 111 Fort 
I l•'ollowtnir the l'O'W'WOW, the lndlAn pret•r being. afraid. to 0 Amo.' ,Then dtuma~ could .. be 1 heard ' In ·tht.':dle- AU~lt ·.:12 .. • a ftlrlo~1 llSlllUlt ' '!&11 nldgley .. and th& ' even ti lrnrllni: 
I lrnderll promlHd to kee11 their ,Pto- the·&1r9'1radd. . 1t0ftk...,era, 1,tance.~tre · the; hllrtlle11,'tnow ' with 11!.9d on all llldes. thereto: .The Dlogrllphy of ,Tohn Wll-
1 pla nw&y from,. the aaency until. ~h• advt1hts 1t111m t .. tllw. and 1 pltn~1 of· oO;d: and· drlnlc, Cehbrated I It Ntlmated that probably llamson, Mlnneiiota In the Chtl Wnr 
. nrrlvnl of th• · gold. deeld•·IGtnetlll up to ["Ith. 1111· o'ra{•f f-tlnr .th bloodJ It.HO , ndlai'l1 ·took part In the lut and • the personal remtnlscenc•a o( 

The Lown .A11:eney Indian• h~d th~ hlad; et M ttempted dotn11~'Clt 'the, pmtou• da1;• · ' " day'1 •llattle. 'The re.,r11tld 0 char~ .. John Nairn, unrecorded.] 
11n r>~rt In tht• affair, the reHrYatlon to le&Ye 1th•· arent Ha~"Llt~I• Crow P1'119td fOnrard of the rldawere rr.,ul.cd with dlffl- Burton, waah~ Ani:. 14, a3~ . 

... ._ .• ..,.... .. -"- '"' •-" .. _. . __ ::::z::nn DO' 4 L .. ' .... :~--------
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MINNESOTA INDIAN MASSACRE. 

The relation of "comrade," which existed between 
lifr. Spen~er .a~d this Indian, is a species of Freema-
sonr~ which is 1n existence among the Sioux, and ·prob-
ably is also common to other Indian tribes. 

The store of Louis Robert WM . in like manner at-
tacked. Patrick .1fc01ellan, one of the clerks iri ch~rge 
of the store, WM killed. There were at this store sev-
eral othe~ persons; some of them were killed, and some 
made their escape. _.1fr. John Nairn, the Govern~ent 
carpenter at the Lower Sioux Agency, ~eing the.l\.ttack 
upon. the stores and other places, seized his children 
fou: ~n num~er, and, with his wife, started out on th~ 
prairie, makmg their way toward . the fort. They were 
accompani~d by .1Ir. Alexander Hunter, a~ attached 
personal friend, and his young wife. (Mr. Hunter had 
been married only about a month.) Mr. Nairn had been 
n~ong them, in the employ of the Government, 8'ome 
eight years, and had, by his urbane manners and strict 
at~enf.ion to their interests, secured the personal friend-
sl~1p of many of the tribe. Hunter, too, WM a favorite 
with many of them, and his wife WM nn educated and 
highly accomplished young lady of mixed Sioux blood 
When some miles from tho Agency, on the New Ul~ 
road, they were met by a number of armed Indians 
and g~ve up all for lost. But these were evident}; 
well disposed towa~d the fugitives, M they came up to 
them. and talke~ with them, advising them to keep in 
the timbor, avoid the prairie and the roads, and go to 
the fort, and then left them. This advice was fol-
~owed, and 1fr. Nairn and his family reached the fort 
in safety that afternoon. Mr. Hunter had some years 
before, frozen his feet so badly as to lose the toes, and 

' 
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..ALEXANDER HUNTER KILLED, 95 
being lame, walked with great di~culty: When near 
an Indian village below the Agency, they were met by 
an Indian, who urged Hunter to. go to the village, 
promising to get them a. horse and wagon with which to 
make their escape. Nairn went on with his family, 
nnd soon afterward Mr. J. B: Reynolds and his wife, 
fleeing from his place at Red Wood River, ten miles 
above the ·Agency, overtook them in a buggy, and, 
although thereby lessening the chances of their own 
escape, kindly took two of 1Ir. Nairn's children and 
drove on. Mr. Hunter and his wife went to the Indian 
village, believing thei~ Indifm. friend would redeem .his 
promise; but, from inability or some other reason, he 
did not do soi and, fearing to remain, and unable to 
walk to the fort-obliged as they were to cross the 
li-Iinnesota. River-they went to the woods, where they 
remained all night, and, in the morning, started for 
Fort Ridgley on foot. They had gone but a short dis-
tance, however, when they met an Indian, who, without 
a word of warning, shot poor Hunter dead, and led his 
distracted young wifo away into c..'Lptivity. 

What may have been the feelings of t~at young wife, 
'!ho, on the morning before, looked out into the bright 
sunlight with buoyant hope and bounding heart, believ-
ing that before her extended a long vista of happiness 
and peace, s~cure in the fond affection of a devoted 
husband, and now beheld him stretched a mangled and 
lifeless corpse at her feet, the reader can, perhaps, 
imagine. They must have been such as we can not 
describe. 

We now return once more to the scene of blood 
n.nd. eonfiagration at the Agency. The white-haired 

• 



·404 MINNESOTA INDIAN MASSAC.RE. 

CHAPTER XX. 

Statement or Mn. Valcnch~ ;s. Rcynohl... I 

[M:n. Jos~Pn B. REYNOLDS resided, at the time of the Sioux 
massacre, at the Red 'Vood River, on the Lo,ver Reservation, 
ten miles above the Lower Agency. He nnd hie wife were 
located there, in chnrge of the Government school, nenr Shnkopec'1 
yilJage, which hnd been established nt this point for the beoelU 
of that band. His house wne ten miles from any white inhabit-
ant upon thnt side of the Minnesota. Jolin Moore, a half-breed 
trader, resided one mile from him, nt or nenr the Indian village. 
In Chapter IV we hnve briefly referred to the rcmnrkable escape 
of Mr. Reynolds and hie \vife from tho hnnds of three savagf& 
'Ve here insert n full account of the terrible ordeal through 
which they passed unecnthed, which they hnve kindly communi· 
cated to the authors. Mrs. Valencia J. Reynolds, wife of Mr. 
J. B. Reynolds, eaye :] 

ON the morning of the 18th of August I had arisen, 
and was busily engaged preparing brco.kfost, when Mr. 
Francis Pntoilc, of Yellow :Medicine, 'came and called 
for breakfast for himself and another man with him. 
It was soon ready, and, while 1Ir. Pa.toile and the other 
persons then at the house were eating, Antoine La 
Blaugh, who was living with John :Moore, came to tho 
house and called for Mr. Reynolds. He said Mr. 
Moore had sent him to tell us that the Indians had 
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'broken out, and had gone down ·to the Agency, and over 
to Beaver Creek, to massacre the whites. 

We went back into the house, and asked Mr. Patoile 
if he would ta.ke us to New Ulm. He replied, that he 
would not go away without us, as we had but one horse 
and buggy. When I went into the kitchen, I found 
nine squaws and one Indian in tho room. 

1f r. Reynolds had, in the mean time, sent La ~laugh 
back after :Mr. Moore, who came. Our horse was at the 
door when he arrived, and we were putting some things 
in the buggy. He told us to hasten our flight with all 
possible speed, and directed us what course to take. 
The three girls, 1fa.ttie Williams, :1fary Anderson, and 
Mary Schwandt, got into the wagon with :h-fr. Patoile 
and his compan_ion and :1fr. Davis, ·making six persons 
in that wagon. There was also an ox-team; driven by 
a boy who was working for us. 

Into this wagon we put a feather-bed, tied up in a 
quilt, an.l-a trunk belonging to :Mattie Williams. This 
boy was killed near Little Crow's village. :1Ir. Reynolds 
and myself took. the buggy. "\Vhen I wont out;- the 

, squaws were clearing every thing off the table, dishes 
ns well as food, and tumbling .all into sn.cks, which 
they carried for taking nway their plunder. One of 
them asked me if she might have the flour. I replied, 
11 Yes." Another said to me, "Your face is so white 
you had better put some water on it," thinking me 
frightened, perhaps. "\Ve got. into the buggy and drove 
toward the Agency. Before wo reach eel the Red \V ood 
River, whicl\ wna but a. short distance from the house, 

, we passed the boy with the ox-team, and thn.t WIU! the 
last we ever sa.w of·either wagon. At the river there 
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.406 MINNESOTA INDIAN MASSACR,E. · 

·was a half-breed, named Louis, standing on .the opposirJ 
bank. Mr. Reynolds asked him what was the trouble. 
He replied, that an Indian bad just come from the 
Lower Agency, who said they were killing all the whites 
there. We drove on to the top of the hill, on the ea.st 
side of the Red Wood. Here ·we saw Shakopee and 
two other . Indians. We stopped, and called Shakopee 
to us, and asked him what the trouble was. He said 
he did not know, and kept motioning to us with his · 
hand to go out upon the prairie i but we kept the 
main road until we came in sight of the Agency puild-
ings. We had seen only one old squaw while going 
over the road thus far, but now we saw the Indians 
running toward the Agency, and we turned to the 
right, and drove out on the prairie, and went around 
behind an elevation, which ran parallel with the Min-
nesota River, and hid us from the observation of thos1tat 
the Agency. \Vhen opposite the buildings, we crawled 
up to t.lie crest of the ridge 'on our hands and knees, 
looked over, and saw an Indian near us, driving in cat-
tle. The doors of the stores were open, and Indians 
were all about. 

\Ve returned to the buggy, and hastened on town.rd 
New Ulm. After going on some distance in that di-
rection, we saw Indians in the road going up toward 
the Agency. · \Ve met two squaws, who talked to us in 
the Sioux language, and urged us to turn back, and 
asked us where we wer~ going. 1'Ir. Reynolds told 
them we were going to hunt ducks, as we believed them 
to be spies. We pressed on, and soon met an Indian, • · who wished Mr. Reynolds to write him a pap'er, certi-
fying that he was a go?d Indian, as he wished to go to 

STATEMENT O:Ji'. VALENCIA J, REYNOLDS. ·407 

Faribault, bec~use the bad Indians were killing the 
white people at the Agency. · "Tho.t," said he, pointing 
to a horse at some distance off, ."is mine, and those are 
iny wife and pappooses." He seemed frightened,- and 
bad no caps·on his gun. He was a man somewhat ad-
vanced in age, though not an old man. 

'\Ve soon overtook lifr. John Nairn, Government car-
penter at the Lower Agency, and his family. Escaping 
with them were another man and a girl, 11iss Frorip. 
We took two of Mr. Nairn's children into our buggy1 
and drove on. 

We were now ncn.r the fort, on the opposite side of 
the river, and in plain sight, and thought we would go 
to·it, and turned out of the road to do so, but a body of 
water intervening, we turned again toward New Ulm • 
We met Indians twice, with ox-teams, who turned out, 
giving us one-half the road, as is usual. The last one 
we met 1Ir. Reynolds hallooed to, but he would not an-
swer a word. '\Ve met two squaws also, who were going · 
toward the Agency, and one of them ran off from the 
road toward an Indian house. When we had got in 
sight of the buildings of the settlers, below the reserva-
tion, which were about a mile from us, we saw some 
sixty Indians, on the left of us, near half a mile away, 
on.foot, and between us and them were two yoke of cat-
tle attached to a wagon. There was, also, an Indian on 
our left, on horseback, and another, also on horseback, 
ahead of us, on o~r right, who had passed into o. ravine. 
Between these two ·was a naked savage, on foot, about 
eight rods from us. 

Mr. Reynolds ballooed to him, supposing he was 
friendly, until he saw him change his gu:i from the len 
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408 ?tIINNESOTA INDIAN MASSACRE, 

hand to the right, and look at the caps. The gun was 
a double-barr-:iled one. 1.fr. Reynolds then turned his 
horse around, and the Indian raised his gun to his face, 
and snapped both caps, but they failed to ignite the 
powder. I turned my head, and saw an Indian coming 
after us, on a white horse. He shouted to us to "l?iM:ka-
chee I puckachee I PUCKACIIEE I" 1..fr. Reynolds asked 
him which way. He pointed toward the Agency, and 
then rode between us and the savage who had at-
.tempted to kill us, with his gun leveled at him all the 
while, who tried again to get a chance to shoot us, but 
waa foiled by our protector. Then the other two on 
horseback came up, and all started after us, 'when we 
moved off as fast as we could toward the. Agency. This 
chase was kept up for about half a mile, when our friend 
on the white horse rode in before the other three, and 
between them and the buggy, and quite a. parley took 
place between them, when they all fell in the rear. 

We had gone, after this, about two miles, when we 
came into the midst of about twenty squaws and boys, 
and one old man, going toward New Ulm. The squaws 
turned out of the road, but the old man kept close to 
the track. :Mr. Reynolds reined in the .horse as we 
approached them, and asked the man if he wished to 
kill him. He replied, in good English, "No, no !-go I 
go I" and walked on without even stopping. The next 
rise of ground we reached we looked back, and saw one 
solitary Indin.n, on horseback, in pursuit of us. Soon 
afte~ this ~o turned off from the road to the right, 
havrng decided to attempt to go to Fort Ridgley. After 
going about one mile, we struck the fort road leading 
from New Ulm. We had gone some distance on th.is 

f 
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road when the horse gave out, and we could not urge . 
him off a slow walk. 1f r. Reynolds and myself got 
out. leaving the children in the buggy. The grass wu 
very tall, reaching above my head. It was a. prairie, 
but flat and low. ·After passing through the . tall grass 
we looked ba.ck, to see if they were following us. We 
saw two Indians standing some distance off, like senti-
nels guarding t_he road, their gun-barrels glistening in 
the suubeams. · . 

When we reached the bluffs back from the 1finnesota. 
River bottom, the children also got out, and we all 
walked a mile and a half further, to the river, opposite 
the fort. · 1fr. Reynolds then unharnessed the horse, 
and attempted to swim the river on his back, but both 
went out of sight together, under the water. 1.fr. Rey-
nolds then slipped. off the horse and swam along by bis 
side, and they both reached the opposite shore. He 
then went up to the fo"rt to get assistance to bring us 
across tho river. As soon as he was gone, I hid myself 
and the children in the willows, near tho river bank. 
I had moccasins on my feet, and, sending the children 
ahead, I followed them, covering their tracks with my 
own, turning my toes in, as much like a squaw as pos-
sible. We remained concealed until 1Ir. Reynolds and 
the men came down from the fort. Thoy called to us 
that they could not see us, and wished us to come out 
in sight. We did so, and they ca.me over to us with a 
bon.t. 

~, . 
While wo were concealed I had heard the bushes 

crack near us, and supposed Indians were searching for 
us; and when we went to get in the boat, we saw fresh 
moccasin tracks all along the water's edge, clear up to 
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410 MINNESOTA INDIAN MASSACRE. 

where. we went into the willows. 1fr. Randall, the post 
uutler, had sent bis carriage down to th~ river for us, 
and wo crossed r,-;cr safely, got into the carriage, and 
rode up the b:~ to the garrison. I was bareheaded, 
with an Intlian blanket on, and my dress had been 
badly torn in my journey to the river; but I felt 
thankful to escape even with life. At tho fort, I went 
into the hospital and assisted 1frs. 1Yluller, the wife of 
the surgeon, in the care of tho sick and wounded for 
one day, and, after that, assisted in making cartridges 
dnring the siege. In this way I was very busy until 
after tho la.St battle at the fort. 

Tho day after reinforcements reached ne we left For~ 
Ridgley, and came below, utterly destitute, the savages 
having destroyed or appropriated all the property we 
had in the world, even to our personal clothing, and, 
aa we afterward learned, burned our houao, with all it.a 
contents. 

StntC!mcnt ot Mn. Mary G. Worley. 

[The elatcmcnt of Mre. 'Vorlcy ie pretty conclnsive evidence 
thnt St. Peter \'cry nnrrowly escaped the fntc of N cw Ulm. :Mr. 
Worley, the husband of the Indy who mnkcs the following etnte-
ment, owned n. farm eevcn miles from St. Peter. 'Vhcn the out· 
br~nk occurred, he moved with hiA family into that town. The1 
were in the hnbit of going dnily to the form, to ece nfier their cro~ 
n.nd milk their cows. It WM on one of these occneions that the 
incident relnted below occurred. :Mre. 'Vorley enys:] 

ON Saturday, the 23d day of August, · 1862, I weni 
out to our form with Mr. Heim, for the purpose of 

STATEMENT OF MRS. MARY -0. WORLEY. 411 
milki~g our cows. When we reached the place, }.fr. 
Heim went for his cattle, which were some half a mile 
further off than mine were. Our houses wero near to-
gether. His family, as well as ours, were in town. I 
succeeded in getting tho cows into the yard. The In-
dians were reported to be at Swan La~e, on the way 
down, but I thought there would be no danger before we 
could get" our cows milked; but, when I had got thenr 
in to the yard, my courage failed me, and I started for 
Mr. Hcim's house. \Vhen I had passed a little creek 
which crosses the road midway between the two houses, 
I stopped to fix a revolver I had with mo, having gone 

' part of the way up the bank through some hazel-brush, 
when an Ind~an, before unseen by me, placed one hand 
upon my shoulder, and .seized my revolver with the 
other. Ho then spo~e to me in English, and, seeing I 
was somewhat frightened, said he was a friend, and I 
must not be afraid. He then asked mo where I lived, 
and, when I pointed to tho house, be said, "Man no . 
there I" I shook my head. He then asked mo wbero 
I was going. I told him where. He then directed mo 
to go on to the next house, (1Ir. Lang's,) saying there 
was a woman and children there, and told me to tell 
Mr. Lang to send his wife and children to town, and 
himself to go above, for he was needed there, as the 
Indians were fighting the whites up tho country. He 

• then wished mo to go to St. Peter, and tell Thomas 
Cowan that he said it was not safe to keep the women 
and children in the town, as the· Iridians intended to 
attack the place that night. 

I told him that }.fr. Cowan was very ill. He said 
Judge Brown, of Traverse, would know him just as 
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Irom Salix (Ia.) History, written and 
iublished by Louis Duchaine of Sloan, Iowa, 
·irca 1930. Reprinted in 1981. 

fhis book says that John Nairn built Ft. 
fhompson and assisted in transferring 
[ndians there. That makes it likely, I 
: hink, that the same John Nairn did the 
sketch of Ft. Thompson for Harper's Weekly. 

Peggy Troy 
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purchased a tract ·of land in Section 10, in Lake· . 
port township, to which place he moved his fam· · . 
ily. For a time, Mr. Pope, while hie farm waa be-
ing put in a at.ate ·Of cultivation, supplemented his , 
enrnings to a considerable extent by working at 
and around Nairn's saw mill• hauling cord wood, · -
lumber, etc. 

George W. Thacker, born in Cass county, Ne-
braska, came to Lakeport townehip in 1882, and 
for a time was employed in and around Nairn'e 
aaw mill, and a little later purchased a farm 'in 
Section 16, in .that town1hip. , · : 

'. 
·. 

XIV-John N~, Pioneer Settler, Prominent Bus· 
in_ess M~, . and Regarded . as Public Benefactor' 

JJOHN NAIRN was bom in . Coldingham, Scot-
land, September 28, 1828. He came or etur· 

. ·, dy Scotch parents, and was the eighth or a 
. family or eleven children. Mre. J a8. Jeffrey I 

who died in Sloan in 1910, was a ·aieter. In his 
·native village be grew up, running about the .· 
"braes," and storing up a reserve strength which 

. did not dol!ert him in after life. 
: A• he came to manhood be practiced the car- . 

· penter trade with hl1 Cather. At the age of twen· 
ty·four, leaving bis wife at home, he set out to 
make his !ortune in America. He landed in Phila· 
delphia, July "· 1852, ana, 88 he alway• proudly 
said, wee ''patriotic 'the minute be landed." He re-

. mained there but a ·.few month11 removing to New 
York, where he wa1 joined by his wife. 

• 

In ·1853, leaving his !amily in New York, be . : 
came •eat to Chicaio, but finding the cholera rag- · 
ing there, be, with his friend~ec l§!iar: imme· ' 1 
diately passed o~ to R_9Ck-Ial ~where he worked .. 
a few montha.-Atthi1 ·period, · the ru1h to the 

7,ftllf~1ttinr In. .. , " '.·· " -::. ·:-·1:~ 
- 74 . . 

• f .. .. ... ' • . ,. .... . . ,, "' 

Po,ss\bl~ +~·Al~Jl~~~ Hv\l\~~r · 
k_\.\ lecl ; Jt. .J.te... ~\1\.C\:S.Sa.L(e 1 ~ • . . . 

. .. 
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Being pursued by the dread disease, and a call 
·coming !or workmen' to erect government build· 
ing1, he went on to Fort Ridgeley, Minn., where be 

·-· remained until the fall of 1855, His wife met him 
in St. Paul in the fall of the same year, . and to· .. 
gether they went on to Redwood Falls, Major Mur· 
phy being the Indian agent. At this place he 
erected a government sawmill to furnieh lumber 
to the Indians. Mrs. Nairn was the first white 
woman in the then to be town, sitting on the saw 
logs Crom which her home waa to be constructed. , 

The Camily remained there until the time or 
the Spirit Lake Indian massacre, in March, 1857, 
then removing ten miles south, to the lower Sioux 
agency, where he superintended t:Tie erection of 
houses for the Indians until the Sioux massacre, 
led by Little Crow, August 18, 1862, escaping to 
Fort Ridgeley, which he reached after travelling 
all day with his wife and !our children, the young· 
est being only six weeks old. 

During the ten days they remained at the fort, 
several determined attacks were made by the In-
dians, but were successfully repulsed. A relief 
train sent from St. Paul carried the refugees down 
to that city, and thence vin. the Missiesippi river 
to St. Louis. From here Mr. Nairn, with hie fami· 
ly, left for Burlington, and resided with his sister, 
Mrs. Jae. Jeffrey, in whoee home his eldest son 1 
died. He never again took his family among the 
Indians, but left them to re11ide at Burlington. 

In his boyhood, John Nairn had been n great 
reader, and had become imbued with a high re- · 
gard and exalted opinion of tl.e noble red man, 
as depicted by the writer8 of that day, little 
dreaming that hie after life was to be eo closely 
associated with theirs. During his long etay with 
them, he won their respect by upright dealing•, ,. . 
and it was to his integrity thst he attributed his· · 
escape in 1862, as they had several opportunities 
to kill him and hie family in their retreat, but in· 
,stead of usini ·them· they n111d1ted ·him in hi• 
1light. . , . . . : '1, 

' 
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purcbaaed a tract ·of land in Section 10, in Lake· · ·. 
port townlbip, to which place he moved hi1 f~ · . 
Uy, For a time, Mr. Pope, · while hia farm wa1 b• 
ing put in a atate -of cultivation, aupplemented hi1 :• · 
earnings to a conaiderable extent by worldnr at · 
and around · Nairn' a 1aw mill, c hauling cord wood, . ·. ! 
lumber, etc. . . 

George W. Thacker, born in Ca11 county, Ne-
braska, . came to Lakeport township in 1882, and 
for a time wa1 employed in and around Nairn'• 
1aw mill, and a little later purchased a farm 'in · 
.Section 16,.in .that townahlp. •· • • · • .; .: 

XIV-John N~, Pioneer Settler, Prominent BUI· 
in.ea M~~ .~d Regarded .as Public Benefactor' 

. . ..... . . ' . --
. : jJJ OHN NAIRN wa1 bom in. Coldingham, . Scot. 

. · l -,land, September 28, 1828.· He came of 1tur· _. 
•, dy Scotch parenta, and wu the eighth of a 
, family of eleven children.. Mrs. Jas. Jeffrey, 

who died in Sloan in 1910, wa1 a ·aister. In hie . 
· native village he trew iup, running about the .· 
"braes,'' and storing up a reurve strength which 
did not de1ert him in after Jife. . ; 

A1 be came to manhood he practiced the car- .. 
pent.r trade with hi1 father. At the age of twen· 
ty.four, leavin1 hie wife at home, be set out to 
make hi1 fortune in . America. He landed in Phila-
delphia; July "· 1862, ana, •• be alway• proudly 
8aid. wa• ''patriotlc:the·minute he landed." Her .. 

. mained there but a '.fe1" month1, removing to New 
York, where he •••·Joined by hill wife. : " · ' 

ln"l853, leaving hie .family in New York, he . ·. 
came ·•e•t to Chicago, but finding tho cholera rag- · 
Ing there, he, with hi1 friend~ec Hii!iar: imme· ' · 
diately paHed 011 to R •1 ~ where he worked . 

• a fe" month a period, · the ruah to tti. 
wHt w 1 Htt1ns in. ' ~ •. -.,. · .• - •, ~··~ ·~ ' . . 74 

L'V\.~e.r .. 
• 
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·Being pursued by the dread diaea1e, and a call 
coming for workmen. to erect government build· 
fng1, be went OD to Fort Ridgeley, Minn., where he 
remained until the fall of 1856, Hi1 wife met him 
in St. Paul in the fall of the same year, . and to- . , 
gether they went on to Redwood Falls, Major Mur· . 
phy being the Indian agent. At this place he . 
erected a government 1awmill to furni1h lumber ' 
to the Indiana. Mrs. Nairn was the fir1t white 
woman in the then to be town, sitting on the 1aw 
loge from which her home wa11 to be constructed. ., 

The family remained there until the time of 
the Spirit Lake Indian maaaacre, in March, 1857, 
then removing ten miles 1outh, to the lower Sioux 
agency, where he 1uperintended the erection of 
bou11e11 for the Indiana until the Sioux massacre, 

~led by Little Crow, August 18, 1862, e1caping to 
Fort Ridgeley, which he reached after travelling 
all day with hie wife and four children, the young. 
e1t being only eix week• old . 

During the ten days they remained at the fort, ' 
·several determined attacks were made by the Jn. 
dian1, but were successfully repulsed. A relief "l:. •• 

train sent from St. Paul carried the refugees down . . , 
to that city, and thence vin.. the Miseiaaippi river . , 
to St. Louis. From here Mr. Neim, with hie (ami· . 
ly, left for Burlington, and reeided with hi1 1i1tcr, 
Mr11. Jae. Jeffrey, in whose home his eldeat eon ; .. died. He never again took his family among the 
Indian11, but left; them to reside at Burlington. .~ 

In hi1 boyhood, John Nairn had been a great • 
reader, and had become imbued with a high re- .. · 
gard and exalted opinion of the noble red man, 
a1 depicted by the writers of that day, little 
dreaming that hi• after life was to be 110 closely 
a11ociated with their1. During hi1 long stay with 
them, be won their reepect by uprighi dealing•, ro 
and lt wa1 to bi1 int.egrlty that be attributed hi1 · \ 
eecape in 1862, as they had several opportunitiea 
to kill him and his family in their ·retreat, but in· 
,llteed of u1in1 th91D' they a11l1ted ··him in hi1 
fti1ht. ! • '., 

' •• 
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, On account of his influence with the Indians, 
·Mr. Nairn was called in two months from Burling· 
, ton to assist in transferring them to their reserva· 
tion io Dakota Fort Thompson, which he built, 

~ and wh!'re he erected a saw mill, was dropped, as 
it were, upon the prairie in a very exposed aitua. 
tion. A government force was sent to assist him • 
there, but being a cla111 of ruffianly, quarrelsome · 
fellowa, he dismiHed them, and employing Indian 
help, eucceasfully carried on the work. 

In 1865, Mr. Nairn went to Omaha, where, with 
. hie family, he resided until 1868, then removing to 

Sioux City, where et variou1 times he owned whet 
is now valuable property. He bought largely of 
land in Lakeport township early in the '70s, end 
while leaving hie family in the city, his interests 
gradually centered there, until in 1880, he brought 
hi11 wife and children here also. During the twen· 
ty yeare he lived in Lakeport townahip, he did not 
fail to leave an impreaa for the right upon the 
community. 

Mr. Nairn waa married in Scotland to Miss 
Magdalen Nisbet, who was also a native of Cold-
ingbam. Mr. and Mrs. Nairn were the parents of 
six children, all of whom have since psssed away 
Mra. Nairn died at her home in Salix, July 17, 1909. 
at the age of 82 years. Mr. Nairn died at hie home 
in Lakeport township, April 11, 1894. 

XV-More Early _Settlers, Hubert, Choque , Mc· .. 
Al!Uter, Mintun, Southworth, Jeffrey, a Others . . .. 

' . 
FRANCIS JIVBERT 

RANCIS HUBERT waa b in Contre Coeur, 
• County of Vercheree anada, Febtuary 16, · 

. ,• 1834. He was ma ed in his native village, 
in October, 1853, Mies Aglae Lacroix, and 

in 1869, Mr. and Mrs. ubert, with several 11nall 
children, came to W odb1111' county and settled on 
a farm ·In Sectlo · -4, Lakeport town1bip, ·about r \ • P 0•• ~. 

4• • I. .. ~. ,I ' '76 . ''·""' "· .• f 
.. " : •'t • " • 

\'\.. :ti) .... ~ ... 
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I ...... 
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three milee eouthwest of Salix. Here these ion· 
eer settlere experienced all the viciasitudes f real · 
frontier lite, including greB1hoppera, drou ; floods 
a~d economic depressione, but with tha al qual. 
ty of peraistence, with which" our settlera 
were abundantly imbued, all theae di tiee were 
surmounted, and they Jived and pr pered on the 
farm. For aome time after comin here, Mr. Hu· 
bert houaed hie family in a log ouae, but in the 
course of time, he erected a nca and commodioue 
frame residence, into which h moved his family. 
Much of the furniture in use · the home, includ-
ing chair11, tables, bedstead , desks, and various 
other articlea, were made b Mr. Hubert, who was 
an expert carpenter and abinet maker, and his 
aervices in that line w e often sought by hie 
neighbor&. In 1908, Mr. and Mrs. Hubert decided 
to retire from the acti e labora of the farm, and 
they moved into Sali to spend their declining 
yes.re. Mr. and Mn Hubert were the parente of 
eighteen children, o y three of whom are &till liv-
ing, Napoleon J. H ert and Mrs. Marie Pepin, of 
Salix, and Mre. illiam Gregoire, of Vermillion, 
S. D. Mr. Hube died in April, 1910, and . Mrs. 
Hubert passed a ay some years later. . . . --

JOHN M. M'ALLISTER .. 
cAllister waa born and reared on a 

e county, Pennsylvania. · receiving a 
common· ool education, and aHiating on the 
farm until be death of hie mother. Being then . 
twenty.f'o year• of age, he started out in life for 
himself, d was employed in a blacksmith •hop 
in hia tive village, where he worked for two 
years. e then epent four years in Lebanon coun. 
ty and ourteen years in Schuylkill county. In 1865 
he ca e to Linn county, Iowa, where he wa1 em. 
ploy as a blackamith for ftve yeara. Then ho 
cam to Woodbury county and located in Sloan 
to ship, where he lived for three year•, and then 
pu ha1ed a amall tract of land in Lakeport town. . . . 

'" ! tf 77 ,- ,I~ . . .. .·· .. .. . 
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Thacker, John Cain, and probably j110me others. 
Some or theae men were engaged fn farming, but 
most of them were employed and around the 
saw mill. 

J. C. Currier and !amily d Jaa. Jeffrey and 
family came here from ·the st, the Conner from 
Vermont, in the late '70s. 

The next few years Ci owing 1876 were quiet 
in that there was not ch change in the popu· 
lation. A few familie came in at intervals, set-
tling on some of the 'Id or prairie lands in the 
vicinity and proceed d to make a l:ome for them· 
selves. In some c es the process was slow. The 
grasshopper sco ge in the summer of 1877, and 
also the followin year, wae a serious setback to 
many, but the itizenry of those early days was 
one familiar ' th "hard knocks," and not easily 
defeated. ter each succeeding calamity, the 
men would cklo on their armor anew, and pro-
ceed to "di in" for another try. 

In :e se struggles against adversity, · these 
pioneer en were ably and untiringly assisted by 
their w men. Many a farmer, who could hardly 
have afforded to hire help during the busier sea· 
son, f ould be assisted in the cultivating and bar· 
vesting of the crop• by his wife, who could , and i' keep pace with him through the d~y. , , .' 

· y- Vlll-Nairn's Mill, Pioneer in Lumber Business, 
Cottonwood Lumber, Cordwood and By-Products . ' 

tiirHE arrival or John Nairn, who came here in · 
~ 1869, from New Ulm: Minn., and started the · 

operation of a saw mill in Lakeport town· 
ship, about four miles SC\Uthweet of Salix, 

was a great boon to the early settlers or the com· 
munity who bad been occupying such primitive , 
habitations as log houses and sod shanties, and 
other mnkeshlCta that substituted for place• ~ 
which to liYe until better could be procured. '· · ' ; . 88 ... ~'. 

•', \ 

• • 
. l 
~. : 

. . ' 

.. 

.. . . 

Mr. Nairn, was a native of Scotland, and had 
.. , been a resident of Minnesota for n number of 

years, where he had been following his vocation · 
as a carpenter and builder, and his advent iri the 
lumber business in this section was but the fol· 
lowing of a line of work with which he was thor· 
oughly Camiliar. The saw mill established by him 
in Lakeport township, was located in the midst of 
a forest containing thousands of acres of cotton· 
wood and elm trees, all of monstrous size.- nnd just 
waiting to be cut down and converted into lum· 
her. The land on which stood this timber has 
long since disappeared in the hungry ·maw of the 
Missouri river, and Mr. Nnim himself went to his 
reward many years ago, but the memory of this 
pioneer eettler, and the good work he did, still re-
mains fresh in the mind of many a man and wo-
man of the community. 

Nairn's Mill, in the early days of the life of 
this section, grew to be a place of considerable 
importance. A large number of men were given 
employment in the operation of the mill. A list 
of the men employed in and around the mill in-
cluded R. C. Nisbet, John Byers, Robert Ingalls, . 
John M. Cain, George Cnin, George N. Gibbs, John 
Shimer, Clarence and Vernon Oakley, and perhaps · 
others whose names cannot now be recalled. 

Besides the regular employee of the mill, a 
large number of transients, generally residents 
of the neighborhood, were employed to assist in 
cutting down trees, scaling logs, cutting and haul-
ing cordwood, and doing othel"" work pertinent to 
the wood and lumber industry. 

The lumber turned out at Nairn's mill was of 
n high quality, accurately cut, and alway& found · 
n ready sale. Thousands of feet of it was turned 
out every year, all cut from a fine quality of cot-
tonwood, than which there was none better for 
house or barn construcrion. Some of this lumber 
was hau·led to Sioux City, but moat of it was used 
in the construction ot residences and farm build· 
ings in the community. No doubt houses and 
other buildings may be found · in Salix. Sloan or 
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Sergeant Bluff, or the country tributary, whose 
framework wae constructed of cottonwood lum· 
ber, and without a doubt the lumber was the pro-
duct of Nairn's mill. 

Beeidee furnishing lumber and building ma· 
terial for local consumption, Nairn's mill also fur· 
nished many hundreds of cords of wood for fuel 
each year. Much of this wood was sold to the 

· Sioux City and Pacific railroad company for con· 
eumption.in the wood burning locomotives in use 
at that time, and in the heating of depots and of· 
fice buildings, and even for use in railroad coaches. 
The wood woe delivered in Salix or Sloan during 
the winter months, these deliveries amounting to 
anywhere from one thousand to five thousand or 
more cords of four-foot wood. Thie wood was 
piled up in ricks, eight feet high and two or tbree 
hundred feet long. In the spring this wood was 
cut with a power saw and hauled away by the 
company for use at different places. 

The cutting, hauling and marketing of these 
large quantitie1 of lumber and cordwood also fur· 
nisbed employment for a great number of men, 
with and without teams. Many a young farmer, 
who would fail to realize a sufficient income from 
the products of his limited farm to sustain him-
self and family through the winter months, hailed 
as a godsend this opportunity to add to his meager 
income by hauling and delivering or chopping 
cord wood. 

The tops and branches of trees cut down 
were not marketable, and were given without cost 
to anyone who would haul them away. Thia pro-
vide'd cheap fuel for many who could hardly have 
been able to pay the high prices asked for coal or 
other commercial fuele. 

Subsequent to the coming of Nairn'• mill, . 
several otherparties came into that section with 
saw mills and helped in the cutting down of the 
timber and the manufacture of lumber. -Among 
these may be mentioned lsiaah Bridget, Forney 
Brothera, and William and Benjamin Glover.· ." ;. · 

' ~ • w; ' • ' ,.. " ,;,,, 1 ' 4 
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IX-Theophile Brughier, Pioneer Indian Trader • 
' and First Resident of Sioux City-A Sketch 

lifT"'HEOPHILE BRUGHIER, Sioux Ci 'e first 
~ eettlE'r, was born in the parish of 'Aeeump· 

tion, near Montreal, Canada, o August 31, 
1813. Hie father gave him good educa-

tion, intending that he should take up the profes· 
eion of law. However, the youn man, after the 
death of his sweetheart, eickene at the thought 
of the life ahead of him, and le it to bury him· 
self in the heart of the Indian ountry. 

Having had the training f a hunter, trapper 
and woodsman in his native ~ountry, and endowed 
with that spirit of adven~u which seems to have 
been domina~t in the rench Canadians, and 
which produced those h oic characters known ne 
voyagers, Brughier, nt t e age of twenty-two, left 

. hie home on October 14, 1835, and arrived at St. 
Louis some weeks lnt~r. The headquarters of the 
American Fur Compriny were located at St. Louis. 
Brughier entered t~~ employ of that company, and 
left for the Indian country, November 19, 1835. 

Brughier and/ some companions started on 
horseback, and after n long and tedious ride, ar· 
rived at Fort Pilrre on January 1, 1836. Tho party 
followed tho Missouri river along most of their 
route from St uis to the upper country, and in 
passing alon the bluffs on the Nebraska side, Bru· 
ghier notice the fine bottom Tande on this 11ide of 
tho river. e passed along these bluffs thirty-five 
times, and,Jin 1839, being on this side of the river, 
he campet\ on the very farm he afterward owned, 
in LakeP./>rt township, at that time picking it out 
for fut fe entry, which desire he later gratified, as 
he pr empted it ae soon as the land came into 
the · rket: He moved to hie farm in 1869. 

rughier landed at the mouth of the Big Sioux 
riv' ; May 13, 1849, about eix months after Thomp-son came to Sergeant's BluO'. Traveller• through 
I · 41 · 
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Jahn Nairn {born 22 Sept. 1828 
in Coldingham, Scotland; died 
11 April 1894 near Salix, Ia. 
Came to America in 1852 & to 
Minnesota in mid-1850s. Was 
head carpenter at Lower Agency 
at time of Sioux Indian Massa-
cre of 1862. Escaped the 
massacre with his · ~ife Magda-
len & 4 children--Cecelia, age 
10; James, 6; Margaret R., 3; 
& William John, infant. The 
family arrived safely at Ft. 
Ridgely and then was trans-
ported to St. Paul & St. Louis. 
They moved to Burlington, Ia., ' 
(1862-64), Omaha, NE (1865-68), 
& Sioux City/Salix, Ia. (1868- J 
1894). John Nairn was a promi-
nent and prosperous pioneer in 
Sioux City/Salix and awned 
Nairn's Mill near there.) 

--Peggy Tray 

Date of photo unknown. It 
was quite certainly taken 
after 1852 and before 1870. 
Most likely it was taken 
circa 1862-66. 
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John Nairn ( born 22 Sept . 1828 
in Coldingham , Scotland ; died 
11 April 1894 near Salix , Ia . 
Came to America in 1852 & to 
Minnesota in mid- 185Ds . Was 
head carpenter at Lower Agency 
at time of Sioux Indian Massa-
cre of 1862 . Escaped the 
massacre with his wife Magda-
len & 4 children--Cecelia , age 
10 ; James , 6 ; Margaret R., 3; 
& William John , infant . The 
family arrived safely at Ft . 
Ridgely and then was trans-
ported to St . Paul & St . Louis. 
They moved to Burlington , Ia ., 
(1862-64) , Omaha , NE (1865- 68), 
& Si oux City/Salix , Ia. (1868-
1894) . John Nairn was a promi-
nent and prosperous pioneer in 
Sioux City/Salix and owned 
Nairn ' s Mill near there . ) 

-Peggy Troy 

Date of photo unknown. It 
was quite certainly taken 
after 1852 and before 1870. 
Most likely it was taken 
circa 1862-66 . 

INTENTIONAL DUPLICATE EXPOSURE 
DAKOTA CONFLICT OF 1862 MANUSCRIPTS COLLECTIONS 
MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY. ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55102 



John Nairn (born 22 Sept. 1828 
in Coldingham, Scotland; died 
11 April 1894 near Salix, Ia. 
Came to America in 1852 & ta 
Minnesota in mid-185Ds. Was 
head carpenter at Lower Agency 
at time of Sioux Indian Massa- 1 

ere of 1862. Escaped the 
massacre with his wife Magda-
len & 4 children--Cecelia, age 
10; James, 6; Margaret R., 3; 
& William John, infant. The 
family arrived safely at Ft. 
Ridgely and then was trans-
ported to St. Paul & St. Louis. 
They moved to Burlington, Ia., 
(1862-64), Omaha, NE (1865-68), 
& Sioux City/Salix, Ia. (1868-
1894). John Nairn was a promil 
nent and prosperous pioneer in · 
Sioux City/Salix and owned 
Nairn's Mill near there.) 

--Peggy Troy 

Date of photo unknown. It 
was quite certainly taken 
after 1852 and before 1870. 
Most likely it was taken 
circa 1862-66. 
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Magdalen(e) Nisbet Nairn (Mrs. 
John Nairrj--Born 27 Jan. 1827 in 
Coldingham, Scotland. Died on 
17 July 1909 in or near Salix, 
Iowa. Escaped Sioux Indian M~s­
sacre_ of 1862 with husband & 
4 children. 

This is copied from a tintype 
that was probably taken circa 
1863-650 

Almost certainly Cecelia Nairn, 
daughter of John & Magdalen Nairn, 
Born 20 June 1852 in Coldingham, 1 

Scotland; died 27 Feb. 1874 in 
' Sioux City, Iowa. Escaped Sioux 
Indian Massacre of 1862 in --- ---southern Minnesota with parents 
nnd 3 Biblingo. 

~ This probably was taken co. 
1863-65 in Burlington, Iowa, 7 or 
Omaha, NE. Copied from tintype. 
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Probably James Nairn, son of 
John & Magdolone Nairn. James 
was born 7 Mar. 1856, possibly 
in Minnesota; died 8 Oct. 1862 
in Burlington, Ia., a few weeks 
after he escaped with his family 
from the Sioux Indian Massacre 
of 1862. (He was not injured in 
the massacre.) 

This must have been taken in 
1861 or 1862. If taken before 
the massacre, it probably was 
taken in Minnesota. If taken 
afterwards, it was probably taken 
in Burlington, Ia. The letters 
"FOR NEFF'S PAT'' at the bottom 
seem to identify it as a melain-
otype made from a plate manuf ac-
tured by Peter Naff, who made 
these plates only in 1856-63. 
Part of the word MELAINOTYPE is 
also visible at the bottom. 
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Magdalen(e) Nisbet Nairn (Mrs. 
John Nairrj-Oorn 27 Jan . 1B27 in 
Co ldingham , Scotland. Died on 
17 July 1909 in or near Salix , 
Iowa. Escaped Sioux Indian M~s­
sacre_ of 1862 with husb~nd & 
4 children . 

This is copied from a tintypo 
that was probably taken circa 
1063-650 
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Almost certainly Cecelia Nairn , 
d~ughter of John & Magdalon Nair~ 
Dorn 20 June 1852 in Coldingham , 
Scotland ; died 27 Feb . 1874 in 
Sioux City , Iowa . Escaped Sioux 
Indian Massacre of 1862 in 
southern Minnesota with parents 
nnd 3 niblingo . 

~ This probnbly was taknn ca. 
1863-65 in Burlington , Iowa , . or 
Omaha , NE . Copied from tintype . 
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Probably James Nairn , son of 
John & Magdalono Nairn . James 
was born 7 Mar . 1056 , possibly 
in Minnesota ; died 8 Oct . 1862 
in Burlington , Ia ., a few weeks 
after he escaped with his family 
from the Sioux Indian MassacrA 
of 1862 . (He was not injured in 
the massacre . ) 

This must havo been takon in 
1861 or 1062 . If taken before 
tho massacre , it probably was 
taken in Minnesota . If taken 
afterw~rds , it was probably taken 
in Burlington , Ia . The letters 
"FOR NEFF ' S PAT" at the bottom 
seem to identify it as a melain-
otype made from a plate manuf ac-
tured by Peter Neff , who made 
these plates only in 1056-63 . 
Part of tho word MELAINOTYPE is 
olso visible at the bottom. 



Margaret Robertson (Maggie) 
Nairn--Born 11 Nov. 1859 in 

Redwood falls, Minnesota. 
Died 31 July 1926, probably 
in Sioux City, Iowa. Escaped 
Sioux Indian Massacre of 1862 
in southern Minnesota with 
her parents, Jahn and Magdalen 
Nairn, and 3 siblings. 

This is copied from a tintype 
that was taken circa 1863-64, 
when Maggie was age 3-5. It may 
have been taken in Burlington, 
Iowa. 

Probably William John Nairn, 
I youngest son of John & Magdalene 

Nairn. Born 7 July 1862 at or 
near Redwood Falls, Minnesota. 
Died 7 May 1881 in Woodbury Co., 

_!E_~ _ [~caped Sioux Indian Massa-
cre of 1862 (southern Minnesot~) 
with parents & 3 siblings. 

This is a copy of a tintype 
taken ca. 1863-64, most likely 
in Burlington, Iowa. 
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Margaret Robertson (Maggie) 
Nairn-Born 11 Nov. 1859 in 

Redwood Falls, Minnesota. 
Died 31 July 1926, probably 
in Sioux City, Iowa. Escaped 
Sioux Indian Massacre of 1862 
in southern Minnesota with 
her parents, John and Magdalen 
Nairn , and 3 siblings. 

This is copied from a tintype 
that was taken circa 1863-64, 
when Maggie was age 3-5. It may 
have been taken in Burlington, 
Iowa. 
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Probably William John Nairn , 
' youngest son of John & Magdalene 

rJairn . Born 7 July 1862 at or 
near Redwood Falls, Minnesota . 
Died 7 May 1881 in Woodbury Co., 
Ia. Escaped Sioux Indian Massa-
cre of 1862 (southern Minnesota) 
with parents & 3 siblings. 

This is a copy of a tintype 
taken ca. 1863-64, most likely 
in Burlington, Iowa. 
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