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History of the Early Pioneers of this Heigzhborhood in the
Western part of the Town of New weden, Nicollet County, liinnesota,
and of the Indian llassacre in this Meighborhood in 1862,

Written by C. C. Nelson of New Sweden, address Houte #1, Lafaye tte,
m.nnesotly e f%26

.
‘«‘;f‘\

In the years of 1856 and 1857 several families of ccandinge-
vians camo to Minnesota from Illinois and settled in and around in
what is now known as Scandinavin Grove and Norwel ;ian Grove. During
the year 1858 tﬁg;g Were fowr families from Batavia{::gz?i;:;;E;?“
Carl Nelson, Pehr Ca;;son, Erick Johnson and Andrew Paulson, Three
families drove up wiﬁh teams of oxen and one with a team of horses,
The land having been talten uﬁé%hose who came here the year before?‘wm
were oblised to go further west ~nd glso orOsé Rush River. Ve located
on Section eight, Township One hundred eleven, Range twenty-ei ut,

and now ocalled the Town of New Swdden, We arrived on the 10th day of

July, 1858, and iound the country a complete wilderness, with the ex-
ception ol W Indians who were the only human beinss %
There Qere some White people making their homes alon: the lilnnésota River
up to New Ulm and around Fort Ridgley amd Swan Lake. Later that summer
and fall a few more familles'came herc and settled down in owr neighbor-
hood which made nine families all told at that ti..e., e built temparary
80d houses to live ine. The next SPrinﬁ three more families ventured

here makiny the number of twelve altogether, respectively, Carl lielson
and family, Pehr Carlson and family, Lrick Johnson and family, Andrew

Paulson and family, L.J. Larson and family, Lars Solomonson and family

# i, Pritjoff and family, Pehr Benson and family, Johannes*Ecklund%
44»»a'ébn¢éﬁk\~4

\§. A. Her ertﬂgnd Joliin Johnson singlee In the fall of 1858 Mr. Paulson

died and'l-mm.@ftera&é?’olmson married iirse raulson,

We lived amon; the Indians four years. They made their living
by hunting, fishing)and trapping muskrats. They visited us frequently
and occasionally stayed all night and we ascommodated them the best we
could, althoush we didn't find them very pleasaat or agreeable, however,
we tried not to cross them far fear they would attack us at any time,

Durin; the year 1860 when the Civil war was declared, three

of our members inlisted in the army, namely S. A. Herbert, John Johnson

+ . M. Fritjoff, the latters family l1ived on the homestead.

In August 1862,we werc notified tiaat the [ndians had prepared
to attack us and also the settlers in the norithwestern part of Brown
County. We could see Bhe homes of many of the settlers beins burned
down at nisht. About the 17th of August we received s messagze that
the Indians haed attacked New Ulm and Pehr Carlson, Johannes Ecklung,and
Joran Johnson went to New Ulm to help fight the Indiams. Their families
were left in our care and we a® well had to keep watch for fear we
might be attaocked in our settloment. Ve loaded up provisions aqé bedding
on owr wagouas 80 a8 to be ready to start for St. Peter. On the evening
of the 22nd we noticed that the Indiasns wero still burning the houses
toward New Ulm and along the river, We hitched up our oxen and drove

down to Socandinavin Growe Church,which was six miles east of our place,

and stayed there over nisht, The nexs$ morning, the 23rd of Auust,
B 0 Tleno by B, Chsek Kadd Korerq

we intended to drive to St. Peteg}but fome of Sim—mem=had—torses (and

auX svcely '
they decided to ride bwsdto find out #f there were any Indians near by.
Thgytold us to drive back to our homes and look after our things and
they would notify us the result of their search. Our spys consisted
of Andrew Thorson, Andrew Webster, Joan Nelson, liartin Peterson, Nrick
Johnson and L. J« Larson and a few others,whose names I don't remember,
making oighti‘iﬁall tolds We azain lomded our wagons with the necessary
things to go to St. Potoer so as to have everythin: in readiness in case

p VRV
we would zet word that the Indians were coming. tzqy\ggﬁ just sterted
out by our place, zoing west and which was about noon, and after riding

about three miles they spied some noople on the ed:e of a timber near

a big slough. They couldn't distinquish them as to whether they were
N
whites or Indiens but they were beckoncd\fo ¢ome over. Our men rode

a 1little further to make sure as %o who they weire amd they discovered
they were Indians. The Indlans opened fire at them but were unsuccess-

ful in"%‘gggé anybodye. Our men turned back with full spped on their

horses and the Indians in pursuit on their ponkes hut thoy lost out again,

Our men didn't hame time to notifngs they;hag to save thelr own lives

so they rode aorose the prairie‘gith the excseption of Erich Johnson and

L. J. Larson who went to thoir homes to rescue %their families,

Mr . Larson had promised to take care of Pehr Carlson's family

DEFECTIVE PAGE

DAKOTA CONFLICT OF 1862 MANUSCRIPTS COLLECTIONS

MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55102




History of the Early Pioneers of this Neighborhood in the
Western part of the Town of New sweden, Hicollet County, linnesota,
and of the Indian lassaore in this Meighborhood in 1862,

Written by C. C. Nelson of New Sweden, address Houte #1, Lafaye tte,
IﬁnnOIOtl>V4‘,172<:

Aplbi

In the years of 1856 and 1857 c:eral families of Scandina-
vians came U0 Minnesote from Illinois and settled in and around in
what 18 now known a8 Scandinavin Grove and Hoarwel gian -Grove. During
the year 1858 tﬁ were fowr families from Bahaviammyl;w '
Carl Helson, Pehr Carlson, Erick Johnson and Andrew Paulson., Three
families &rove up with toams of oxen and one with & team of horses.
The land having been taliten uxgthose 'wWho came here the year boforo':,'m
were oblized to go further west ~nd also orOsé Rush River. We located
on Section eight, Township One hundred eleven, Rangze twen ty-eiut,
and now called the Town of New Sweden. We arrived on the 10th day of

July, 1868, and found the country a complete wilderness, with the ex-

ception of MWW Indiens who were the only human beings %—:w.

There were some white people meking their homes alon: the Minnésota Rifer
up to New Ulm and around Fort Ridgley and Swan Lake., Later that summer
and fall a few more familiea‘ came heroc and settled down in owr nei shovor-
hood which made nine families all told at that tinees Ve built temporary
80d houses to live ine The next spriné three more families ventured

here making the number of twelve altogether, respectively, Carl Nelson
and famlly, Pehr Carlson and famlly, Irick Johnson and family, Andrew

Paulson and femily, L.J. Larson and family, Lars Solomonson and family

&L u. Fritjoff and family, Pehr Benson and family, JOhQﬂﬂ@S”EOklunﬂ%
~ 4‘hu»véguqﬂg- 5, ‘
S+ A. Herbert and John Johnson single. In the fall of 1858 Mr. Paulson

A Beef

o

oy . oAdey, .
m(aftor, B Jolinson married rse. FaulBoii.
We lived among the Ipdlans fowr years. They made their living

died and

by hunting, fishing)and trapping muskrats. They visited us frequently
and ocoasionally stayed all night and we sccommodated them the bvest we -
could, although we d4idn't find them very Pleasant or agreeable, however,
we tried not to cross them far fear they would attack us at sny time. \'
Duringz the year 1860 when the Civil war was declared, three
of our members inlisted in the army, namely S. A. Herbvert, John Johnson
1 &, u. Pritjoff, the latters family lived on the homestead.

- -

-2

In August 1862,we werc notified that the Indians had propared
to attack us and also the settlers in the northwestern part of Brown
County., We ocould see Bhe homes of many of the settlers being burned
down at night. About the 17tih of August we received a message that
the Indians hai attacked New Ulm and Pehr Carlson, Johannes Ecklung,and
Joran Johnson went to New Ulm to help fight the InAiams., Their families
were left in our oare and we ae well had to keep watch for fear we
might be attacked in our settloment, We loaded up provisions aq; baddinq
°n owr wagons 80 as to be ready to start for St. Peter., On the evening
of the 22nd we noticed that the Indians wero still burning the houses

toward New Ulm and along the river, We hitched up owr oxen snd drove

down to Soandinavin Growe Church,which was aix miles east of our place,

and stayed there over night., The nex%t morning, the 23rd of August,

Aersd M, Chiovek 4‘4)‘6«‘(
we intended to drive to St. Peter}but gome ofweﬁ

aX sveely '
they decided to ride bmmle-to find out #f there were any Indiens near by,
Hujbold us to drive back to our homes and look after our things and
they would notify us the result of their. search. Our spys coneisted

of Andrew Thorson, Andrew Webster, John Nelson, liartin Peterson, Brick

John3on and L. ‘_. Larson and a few others,whose names I don't remember,

malking eight | all tolds We again loaded our wagons with the necessary

things to go to St. Poter so as to have everythin: in readiness in case
Py,

we would get word that the Indians were soming. m,\m Just started

out by our place, zoing west and which was about noon, and after riding

about three miles they spied some people on the edge of a timber near

@ big sloughe They couldn't distinquish them as to whether they were
A Indons
whites or Indiens but they were beckoned kt_;oxa eome overe Our men rode

a 1little further to make sure as %0 who they weire and thoy discovered

they were Indians. The Indiens opened fire at them but were unsuccess-
ful in % anybodye Ouwr men turned back with full spped on their
horses and the Indiane in pursuit on their ponkes but thoy lost out again.

Our men 4idn't hame time to notify"pn they_ to save thelr own lives

80 they rode aoross the prairiowlth the oxacp‘{len o‘?’nrloh Johnson and

Le Jo Larson who went to thoir homes to rescue their families,.

Mr., Larson had promised to take ocare of Pehr Carlson's family

INTENTIONAL DUPLICATE EXPOSURE
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wad 4
While he was fighting the Indians at lNew Ulm, Mr. Larson, left @ wagor
and one horse at Carlson's place, (He ¥swm harnessed his riding horse
e b X Log\lpon floe,
and the U&EESwn horseknd got the two’families together and started for

St. Peter.s They drove across the prairie toward the I-Iorweigan Grove.

Erick Johnson went to his home and found his family reedy and walting

for himk Mr. Johnson jumped off his horse and started to arive away.,

His son John then took the riding horse'.t‘;n Ju sﬁﬁﬂovered the
Indians were comin;; the same ¥direction they intended to drive. lr.
Johnson turnod {Pkm-sewes around sand drove toward NorweigiarmGrove., When
within ebout eighty rods of his home the Indians overtook theg. Seeing
that they could not et away irom the Indians, they Jumped off the

wagon and hid in the tall srass, John, the boy who was ridinr;eghorse,/‘-&
succeeded in getting ahead of them and overtook the Larson and Carlson
families, who were a 1little farthor ahead,and rode alongm the
wagone The Indians $ied their ponies to a fen@e near a cornlield, taking
the Johnson horses and started after the Larson team., They worex/lggsily
overtalken on account of the Indigzg“\chang;:l?horses but the Iindéaans were
familiar with a curve in the road at She Zast end of Norweigian Grove,
They tookx this short cut across the prairie to 30t ahead of the Larson
team and would*have succeeded if 1t had not been Tor a stronz built

rail feance that they could not reak down and they could not et their
horses to Jump over ite They shot at the Johnson boy but missed him.

The bullet. struck the end board of the wagz on‘.‘";A{'n;;n by the name of
Johnr Stockholm came alon,mt{;.‘same road with a little boy he had picked
up from the Solomonsofamily, holding the boy in fromnt of him on the horse.
The Indians noticed him and took a shot at him but the bullet. lodged

in the horees neok and made only a flesh wound; so they got away from

the Indians safelys The Indians then turned back to where they had left
their ponies, Before mountins again thecé searched in the tall grqss for
the Johnson family. They found Mrs. Johnson with her 1little baby. They
killed Mrs, Johnson but not the babys They also found the girl Ingar,

who was fourteen years 0ld and the boy Pehr, eleven years old., They
b Cnld cocd-slpe o
did not kill the girl because she was in a trance{o they thoughtl?-ls

-

Was dead,put they took hold of her wrist and dragged her quite a
distance from where they found here. Her body was badly lacerated which
left big scars from it. They Yook the boy, Pehr , and led him awaye. It
appeared very much as though they intendied to kidnap him slong but as
he refused to go they ®hot him dead, His body was found about a weelk
later @ Erich Johnson with his two boys Llels and Olaf who were hidden
in the grass further away from the rest of the familj.iwere not found
by the Indiane. It was about two P. Wu when Mrse Jbhnson and ~the voy
were killed. Shortly ai‘terﬁ;ﬁ:t;;gfr Ingar got up to look for her
mother and beby brother, <the Tound her mother dead wit: the taby orying
in' her armse. Ingar took the vavy and hidl-‘ﬁir und o sé’v- haycocks, When
it got to be dark‘ﬁ evenins, lMr., Johason left his hidin; place with
his two boys anéd searched for the other members of the family. He found
Mrs, Johmson killed but could not find the hoye He noticed a dog sitting
on a haycock so he went over thore and found his neighbors wife, Mrs.
Ecklund and her 1little daushter Mary/hidden und er the hay. He turned
over a few more haycocks and found his daupiter In;ar and the baby. From
there they went over to the Scandinavin Urove church, which was six
miles east from there and stayed over nig;hte

iy father, urother John, Pehr Benson and his fanily and myself
left our house with our oxen,but havin; gone about twenty rods irom the
house, the Indians overtook us but passed us without ¢oinz any herm,
They were anxious to catoh Erick Johnson's team of horses that was o
Bhort distance ahead of us. Pehr Benscn, his wife and dauszhter left
the riy and went to hide. My father tola my brother snd I to rum
with them leaviny fataher to unkiteh the owen. Mother left the house
before we did so we could not find her. John and I followed the
Pehar Bonsor family and hid in the cornfiebd where the Indians had
already overtaken the ILriock Johnson family. Ve hearl the lndians fire
three shots., We orept aboutz;@.{ mileson our hanis and knees to tﬁ_ellgw

TR Loy adT Lo it . o, s

Norweligian Grove. Theiwe sta;i.d tor 3St. Poter}but did not@l‘low the

road through the timber,so we went across the prairie., When we were

about a mile from the timxber we saw some people ahead of us whom we
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b=
thought were Indians. We got down in the srass but noticed that they
walved to us with a handkerchief and then discovered that it was our
nieghbors Lars Solomonson and family.- Yo waited until d&rk andjzwjglkod

toward the Scandinavian Grove Church until we ot to the timber 4&7\
t% which is now Norseland. We went into s house.

that,:__,was on the
Hor 00 i

edge of“the timber to find something to eat butnothing -wss left, Liras

Solomonson went into the cellar and found a pan of milk which‘tve drénk

and then ﬁ-‘-ﬁw throuzh the timber until we came to the road.

‘nJJ;:l*“‘J
éoing west and we hid in the bushes on the side of

We heard some
$he road thinking that it waa’ Indians. Upon approaching us we recog=
nizewwij;:;‘tjlk that theJo w?,re white people so we left owr hiding
place. kIt was a company of soldiers that were sent up from St. M
Th%imormed us that 1t was safe to follow the road to St. Peter and

they continued on their way to Scandinavian Grove Church and stayed their
over nishte We arrived at St. Peter about two o' clock'm morninc; and
were take@-over to a one story stone building on Third Street which was
used far a temporary refuge for those who cam:‘:'from the country,.

The next morning the soldiers and same other men, who spent
the night at the Scandinavian Grove Church, went over to Erick Johnson's
place and to where Mrs, Johnson and the boy had been killed the day before

A D o RSy » ')
to take their bodies to the church,. (l‘hey were buried in the Scandinavian
Grove Church Cemetery.

Uarl Nelson, my father, having unhitched the oxen from the
wazongy started across the prairie to Honderson. He was close by when the
Solomonson boy John was shot through the wrist of his rizht hand by an

LS Snsvad
Indian, but a8 the boy didn't sgm—mwbisisg- my father thougsht he wasn't
hurte The hoy started to run in a northerly direction dﬁ—"b"ather kept on
running to Henderson, arriving there after dark. Theyboy who was shot
in the wrist, was fourteen years old. He was sent out by his father %o
zet the oxen that were grazing on the prairie, as they had intended to
drive to St. Peter. He certainly was a brave boy for higage as after
he was shot in the wrist he took his handkerchief and tied it around his

wrist to stop it from bleadin; and then started on his twenty mila 'hike

1

=6=
to Henderson and got his wrist dressed. He arrived there late in the
evening, When my father got to Henderson he told them about the Indian
Massacre out in his neighborhhod., Ihéy got up a company of soldiers to
gofyr out with him the next morning which was on Sunday, They made a
thorough searcih for the dead or those that were still living and came
quite near the place where iy mother was hiding in a slough iéié.nor-
welgian Grove., They called and tried to get the attention of.anyone that
might be hiding, but Mother thought they were Indians s&“?idn't dar;z;how
upe They went around through the western part of llew Sweden where the
Indians had frightened the families the day before, but they faliled to
find anyone. They foﬁ& most of the houses and grain stacks burned to
the grbund. The soldiere returned to Henderson and Father walked to St.
Peter arriming there in the eveninge He went (o the stone building on
Third Street to look for his family to see if all were theres He found
my brother and I and some of the neigshbors saved bhut [fother was not theree

The next morniny Fatier and some otaer men went out (o New Swodon to look

for those that were missin;., They werc about a mile north of the Church

when they noticed somebody out on the prairie and discovered it was my

Mother. She had been hiding in the slough from Saturday aftcrnoon until

Monday morning. “g took her to St. Poeter immediately in the lumber Wagon

but she was so exhaustei that she could hardly move. We werc all saved

from the Indians.

e glaA mll o ”ﬁ day‘;ﬁont out to Scandinavian Grove Churche The

Gr ™
familysstayed there forpsometime and the men folks had to take care of

the cattle and other things that were left. They found only fhve houses
that were not burned by the Indians and they #e as follows; Carl Nelson,
Pehr Carlson, Swan Benson, John Johnson and Lars Solomonson. Those that
lost their homes and grain were Pehr Bensonq house and grain, @@ . Frit-
Joff, house and grain, %ohneon house and grain, Erick Johnson, house
and grain, g J. Larson, house and grain,. Johannes Ecklund house} and Lars

Solomonsons grain. The men helped each other build up temporary shelter

80 thmt their families could'cane back to the farm.

Pehr Carlson and Johannes Ecklund came back from Hew Ulm where

they had been fightingz the Indians, Pehr Carlson, Swan Benson and
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my father went to S5t., Peter to et some flour and sroceries for the
families tnat wore still living in the Scandinavfn Grove Church,
When arriving at St. Peter they were drafted to heul provisions from

Ste Peter to New Ulm and Fort Ridgely. Swan Benson was exempted on

account of sore feef and was poermibtted to roturn to tie church with

the provisions., Wy father, Mr, Carlson and others were sent to PFors

Ridgely. When they arrived there andi after unloading their provisions

Ao Qe

and ready to 3tart Cor home, lir, Jarlson was aga:n draft %50 ;0 <&
éuﬁa7ﬁ44674»u4
grren. To Birch Cooly but when they were wisxty ‘enewhmis~mide of their destina-

tion, they wero notified that the soldiers had succeeded in driving
the Indians'gm the reservaticn so Hir. Calrscn got permission to ree-
turn héome, my father pgettinc home n few days before Mir. Carlson. They
then arrange d to i‘et the ~rain threshed of which they hsd only four
small'g@ of wheat. ;Jheygot Anirew Thorson from “oandinavian Grove,
who had an 0ld threshin- rig: to,ooma out eand thresh the grain that was
lefts OConme of the men were kevt busy a$ the machine and others were
layinry on hish places to watech out for the Indkans. After the th'resh-
1ps was dcae and they nad Tixed up some temporary shacks to live:ﬁ'ﬁha
families wers 21l settled again on their farms with the exception of
Pehr Bleason's fenily who went back to Illinois, They thou‘,grht they
had all the oxmerienco with the Indians they cared 3‘.’orl'{(f"é?~ the wilder
ness.,

to he protected rom further attacks, the

Now, in orde.
satfilere declded to erecic g stockade where we could flee to and defend

s i oo
ourselyes, mis@m about forty rods weast oif Scandinavin Grova

All the settlers in that neighborhoeod,

t
New Sweden, sathered to work on the stockade. "fhe; had no material

Church,

on hand to builp( it wi th,so they declided to put up a8 sod wallf They
all came with their oxen and wagons3, same having horses, aind got a
few breeklin; nlows and commenced to preak up the sod arouid there,
out it into pleces with spaltes and loaded them on the wagons and
hauled it over where W others were working putting up the walls by

laying and packing the sod., The wallswas bullt about six feet in

ath,

Loas
height, but the thiockness I don't remembsr, Lut made strong enouzh that

it would protect us from the Indians if they came. %made Sowe sSmall

e ol PLaray. | | - ble oo A t.
V“Es‘& [~ PSR!

ac viO Bu00V LuTrough O deiend

ra holem in tha

R

wallzs 4_-.9

T anl) hae
v . eus oy L A ALY &£ die

ocurselves should we bo attacked but the Indians did not come back any

more 80 we 41d not have to use the Stockade for our defense, The stock-

ade stood there .lor m.ny years uatil it rotted down and was leveled out,

During; 1864 and 1865 more poople came amimewmt ané settled Lwed™

in what is now called the fown of Bernadotte. The survivors from the

Indian Massaarc in 1862 herﬁin the western part of the Town of New Sweden

on 1105y
that are still living\are a8 Iollows; C. C. Nelson, Swen Carlson, New

Sml.den, Mrs, %SL‘, nee Ingar Carlson, Wianthrop, OlaZf z Johnson, ot,.
Peter, Hels z. Johnson, Ste Paul, idrs, Holmquist, nee Ingar Johnson,

faribvanlt, Charles Vilson, lormerly Solomonson, Bernadotte, Alired

Solomonson, Ifilaca, Louis Solomson, £ibly County, Tanney Johnson, Le

Mnlea
Sueur, John Carmmamﬁ’n, North Dakotas feend Eliram %%
4hﬁhA:L,C“a£¢~sgﬁMh~4m$.f:ktuu4,;bu»nu7ﬂ4h, qih&‘«nﬁ —
this 18 a correct histar; es to my knowled;e and nemory of Ly

the ploneer settlers and the Indian lassacre in the town of llew Sweden

in 1862,

ey
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