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History of tho Early Pioneers of this liel-hborhood In the
Western part of the Town of Uew i^weaen, lUoollet County. Lllnnesota
and of the Indian i^^iassaore In tnls Meljjhborhood In 1862,

*

Written by G. C. iTelson of ITew Sweden, address Koute #1. Lafayette.
lllnnosote* ^^ Jf^^C

A

In tlio years of 1856 aa^ 1857 several families of Soandlna-

lans oarao to Uinneaota ftom Illinola and settlor in and around in

what io now J^own as Scenainavln irovo and IJarweijian irove. During

the year 1868 t^S were four famllioo from 3a to via isep^. namely;

Carl Helson, Pehr Carlson, Erlok Johnson and Andrew Paulson. Three

families drove up with toama of oxen and one witii a toam of horses.

u^^ ^#The la.id having been ta.ien uj^those who caao hero tlie year bei'ore'f'we

were oblijed to go furthor \7eat .nd also oroas Hush Klvor, vVe loouted

on Dootion eioht. Township One hundred eleven. Kan^e twentyei>t.

and now oalled the Town of Uew Sweden, V/e arrivec on the 10th day of

July, 1668, and ioond the oountry a complete wilderness, with the ex-

oeption of -iicOT^ Indians who were tne only human oein^s
#

There were sofae white people making; their homes al r^ the Lllnnesota Kiver

up to Hew Ulm and around ?ort Kid -ley and i3wan La..e, Later thiit summer

and fall a few more families oarao horo and settled down in our neighbor-

hood which made nine famlllos all told at that ti .e. ..e built temporary

sod houses to live in. The next sprin^- thaOe more families ventured

here maklA; the number oi twelve altojetaer. respectively, Carl IJelson

and family, Pehr Carlson and faully. i:riok Joiinson a/id family, Andrew

Paulson and family. L.J. Larson and family, Lars L^olomonson and family

^ jis yrltjoff and family. Pehr Sanson and fanaiy. Johannes Eoklund;*-y^i*n44

yS. A. Herbert ajjd John Johnson single. In the fall oi 1858 Mr. Paulson

died and *ilB0VVr(afterjpMi» Johnson marriou lfir». x'aulson.

We lived amon,; tho Indiana four years. '2hQj made their living

by hunting, fishing, and trapping nuskrats. They visited ub frequently

and oooaslonally stayed all ni^ht and we aooomAOdated thom the best we

oould, although we dldn^t find thom very pleasant or agreeable, however.

]^ "^ wt tried not to orosa them for fear they would attack us at &n^ time.

Durin,; the year 1860 wiien the Civil war was declared, three

of our members Inllsted in the army, namely S. A. Herbert, John Johnson

i 4jR U. Fritjoff, the latters faaily lived on the homestead.

>

^
^

-S-

In AU(ju8t 1862, we werci notified tiiat the Indians had prepared

to attack us and also the settlers in the northwestern part of Brown

County. We oould see Jfche homes of many of the settlors bein^ burj»d

down at nljht. About the 17th of Au^iost we received a raeagage that

the Indians had attacked How Ulm and Pehr Carlson, Johannes Bcklun^.and

Joran Johnson went to Hew Ulm to help fi.iit the Indians. Their families

were left in our care and we ae well had to keep watch for fear we

might be attacked in our settlement. V/e loadod up provisions and beddingj

on our wagono so as to be ready to start Jor St. Peter. On tao evening

of the 2and we noticed tiiat tiie Indians v.ero still buriiing tho houses

toward Hew Ulm and yiong the river. We hitched up our oxon and drove

down to Soandlnavln Grove Church. whloh w«8 aix miloo east of our place,

and stayed there over ni,;ht. ?hQ next morning, the 23rd of Au ust,

we Intended to drive to St. Peter. but some of pimp mu n 'ml n n i-r nniiiiiil

they decided to ride inal^-^o find out #f there were any Indiana near by.

Thej^told us to drive baok to our homes and look aitor our things and

they would notify ua the result of their soarch. Our apyo coneiated

«f Andrew Thorson, Andrew .yebatar. John Helaon. Lartia Peterson, Kriok

Johnson and L. J. Larson and a few other8,\ThOL3e names I don't remember,

making eightjpTall told. We ajain loaded our wagons witii tho necessary

things to go to St. Potor so as to have everythin: in readiness in case

would get word that the India la were ooming. tt^y^^hafi Just started

out by oiir place, joing west and which was about noon, and after riding

about three miloo thQj spied aone people on the od ;e of a timber near

a big alou^. 2hQ:^ couldn't distinquioh them at; to whetlier they were

Whites or Indians but tiiOy were oeokoncd ^o come over. Our men rode

a little further to make suie aa to who they were and they discovered

they were Indians. The Indians opened fire at them but were unsucoess*

ful in IHiiiiKBg anybody. Oin: men turned back with full apfed on their

horses and the Indlaxifi in pursuit on their ponies but they lost out again.

r own lives

80 they rode across tho prairie ^Ith the exoeption of Erich Johnson and

L. J. Larson who went to thoir hones to rescue their families.

Hr. Larson had promised to take ea e of Pehr Carlson's family

Our men didn' t hame time to notlfy^as they had to save the!

dth the exoeptlon ox Erich
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•—* ^^"'""y «£ **i» Ba'ly Plon««r« of this Heishborhooa In the

and of the Indian UasMora In tiile •Ighborhood In I862I
"*""•""•

Written by C. 0. Helson of Hew Sweden, addrese Houte #1, Lafayetta,
Hlnneaota* •^ JftJi C

In the years of 1856 and 1857 several families of Soandina-
Tians oame to Minnesota fl-om lUinola and settled in and around In
what la now ]g»own as SowUlnaVin irove and 3crwel-lan Jrove. During
the yoar 1868 tSl^ were font families from 3a tavla'Slp^n^MT^
Carl Htlaon. P«hr Carlson, Eriok Johneon and Andrew Paulson. Three

famlliea drove up with teams of oxen and one with a team of horses.

The land having been ta.:en u^those who oano here the year bei'ore^w*

were obli-ed to go further west nd also oross Rush River. .Ve loouted

on Section ei^jht. Township One hundred eleven^ Ran^e twenty-ei^it,

and now ealled the Town of Jlew Sweden. We arrived on the 10th day of

July. 1868, and loond the oountry a oomplete wilderness, with the ex-

oeption of -90^99^ Indians who were tne only human beinoS

There were soiae white people making their homes alo% the Minnesota RlVer
up to JJew Ulm and around iTort Rid^dey and 3wan Lane. Later that summer

and fall a few more families oame hero and settled down in our nei-hbor-

hood whioh made nine families all told at that tL.e. Ve built temporary

sod houses to live in^ The next sprin^; three more families veiitured

here making the number of twelve alto,jetner, respectively. Carl Uelson

and family, Pehr Oarlson and family, i^riok Johnson and family. Andrew

Paulson and family. L.J. Larson and family. Lars ^^olomonson and family

i^JcL^^^^}^^
«^ family. Pehr Benson and family. Johannes Eoklund.-^^-^J/-^^

yS. A. Herbert ajjd John Johnson sin-le. In the fall of 1858 Mr. Paulson

eied axid *nB9|ir(afterjpMM^ Johnson marrieu XiTrs* I'aulsoh.

We lived amon,:; the Indians four years. They made their living

by hunting, fiahing^and trapping muskrats. They visited us frequently

and oooasionally stayed aU ni^ht and we aooooaodated them the best we

oould. althoucjh we didnU find them very pleasant or aijroeable, however.

we tried not to oross then for fear th^ would attaok us at &n^ time.

Durin,; the year 1860 when the Civil war was declared, three

of our members inllsted in the army, namely S. A. Herbert. John Johnson

i tf; M. ?ritJoff. the letters family lived on the homestead.

^Z^

In Au^st 1868»we wero notified that the Indiana had prepared

to attaok ua and also the aettlera in tha northwestern part of Brown

County. We oould see Ihe homes of many of the aettlera being buri»d

down at ni^jht* About the 17th of August we received a message that

the Indians had attacked Hew Dim and Pehr Carlson^ Jokannes Bckluni.and

Joran Johnson went to Hew Ulm to help fight the Indiaas. Their families

were left in our oare and we as well had to keep watch for fear we

might be attacked in our settlement* We loaded up provisions and bedding^

on our wagons so as to be ready to start for St. Peter. On the evening

of the 22nd we noticed tiiat Uie Indians waro still burning the houses

toward Hew Ulm and along the river. We hitched up our oxen and drove

down to Soandinavin Gro«re Church, whioh was aix miles east of our place,

and atayed there over ni^ht. The next morning, the 23rd of Au^^ust.

they decided to ride iwala^^o find out if there were any Indians near by.

we intended to drive to at. Peter.bat some of

Zhej^told us to drive baok to our honies and look after our things and

they would notify ua the result of their search. Our apys consisted

of Andrew Thorson, Andrew Webster. John Helson. Uartln Peterson, Kriok

Johnson and ^•^* Larson and a few others.whose names I don*t remember,

making aightlPrall told. We asaln loaded our wagons wiUi the necessary

thinga to go to St. Peter so a a to have everythi^n: in readiness in case

we would get word that the India as were coming, tte^.hiil Just started

out by our place, ^joing west and whioh was about noon, and after riding

about three miles they spied aone people on the ed ;e of a timber near

a big slou^. Xhey couldn't distinquish them as to whether they were

whites or Indians but tiioy were beckoned ^o oome over. Our man rode

a little further to make aura as to who they were moi they discovered

they were Indians. The lAdiane opened fire at them but ware unaucoeas*

ful in HMkMi^ anybody • Otir men turned back with full sp^ed on their

horses and the Indiana in pursuit on their ponies but they lost out again.

Our men didn't hane time to notify as they had to save their own lives

so they rode aoroas the prairie |^lth the exception ox Erioh Johnson and

L« J# Larson who went to thoir homes to rescue their xamilies.
i

Mr. Laraott had promiaed to take care of Pehr Carlson's family
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iftile he was flt^htlng the Inaians at IJaw Ulm. Mr. Lar8on.la"ft5 w«<.or

and one horse at Oarlaon'B pl.oe. ^H« «im hal^xieaaea his riain. horse
and tJie Ml horse iand £jot ti»e two-Iamllles together and started for
St. Peter. S3iey drove aoross the prairie toward the Morwolgan Srove.
Krlok jQhaaoii went to his home end found hin -rnmiw ,.«»,>„ „„» „.....-_

• —V — ——«.^ ^AAw •« cat ifc V JLXI^

for hl»k Mr. Johnson jumped off hla horse^nd started to drive swa^
His son John then took the ridlnt; horso^anrjuBt than dlsooverefl the

Inaians were oomla.j the same «Jlreotlon they Intended to .irlve. Mr.
Johnson turnod «lKanWB around and drove toward Uorwoigiai^rovo. iThen

Within about eighty rode of his home the Indians overtook theij. Seeing

that they oould not ;et uway irom tho Indians, they Jumpod off the

wason and hid In the tdll ^rass. John, the boy who was rldln;^horse
succeeded in .^ettinjj ahead of them and overtook tho laraon and Carlson

families, who vTero a little farthor ahead, and rode V t - 'htlTiw: the

wagon. She Indians tied tiielr ponies to a fonae noar a oornfield, taking

tha Johnaon horses and started after the Larson team. iSiey were/easily

overtaken on aooount of t/jo Indiana ^han-inj horses but the IndiiAnB .vere

familiar wl th a ourve in the road at tho ':ast end of Norwei,;ian Jrove*

They took thio short out ooro.>3 the prairie to -et ahead of tho Laraon

team and would-^nave sucooedod if it had not been lor a otron>i built

rail fonoo that they oould not reak down and they oo Id not oOt their

horses to .lump over it. Ihey shot at the Johnson boy but missed him,

The bullet struck the end board of the wa^onr^A man by the name of

John Stockholm oame al6n,;^the same road with a little boy ho had pioked

up from the aolomonsoifaraily. holdiAS the boy in front of him on tho horse.

The Indians noticed him and took a shot at him but the ballet lodjed

in the horses neck and made only a flesh woundj so thay ^t away from

the Indians safely. The Indians then turned back to where they had left

their ponies. Before mount ini^ again thet^i searched in the tall gtqso for

the Johnson family. They found lira. Johnson with her little baby. They

killed Mrs. Johnson but not the baby. They also found the ^^irl In^ar,

Who was fourteen years old and the boy j>ehr^ eleven years old. They

did not kill the girl because she was in a trance ^o tiiey thou.^ht

•4«

was dead.Vut they took hold of her wrist and drajcjed her quite a

distance from vehere they found here. Her body was badly lacerated which

left big scars from it. They took the boy, Pehr , and led hir. away. It

appeared ^qv^ much as thou^i the;j intended to kidnap him alon^j but as

he refused to ^o 'uh^^ shot him dead. His body was found about a week

later H^Krioh Johnson witli his t;vo boys Iiela and Olaf who were hidden

in the .^rass furtaer away iron; the rest Ox the family «»fc were not found

by the Indians. It was about two P. E. "^'HQm iirs. Jfihnson /md the boy

were killed. Shortly aftor Nifce|^.e e^irlln-ar jot up to look for her

mother and baby brother. i:he found her mot ler dead V7it' the baby crying

in her arms. lii^-ar tooK the '^^t^x^^ and hi dAfft- under Ws* haycocks. When

it i-ot to be darlc-t*^ evenin,;. Mr. Johnson left his hiding place with

his t\70 boys and searched for the other membors of tho family. He found

Mrs. Johnson killed but could not find tho boy. He noticed a dog sitting

on a haycock so he went over there and found his nei/^hbors wife, Mrs.

Ecklund and her little dau,4iter Marv hidden under the hay. He turned

over a few more haycocks and found his dau^iiter In,,ar and the baby, jprom

there they went over to the Scandinavin Jrove ohuroh, ^.ich was six

miles east from uhere and stayed over nijht.

My father, urotiier John, Pehr Benson and his far.dly and miyself

left our house with our oxen, but having- gone about twenty rods irom the

house, the Indiana overtook us but passed us without doia^ any harm.

They \5rer0 anxious to catch Kriok Johnson's team of hordes tiiat \7a8 q

Short dintanoG ahead of ur. Pehr Benson, his wile and daa:;htGr loft

the rij and wont to hide. My father told ray brother en f' I to rum

with them leavinG fatner to unfcitoh the oxen. »'oUier left the house

before we did so we could not find her. John and I followed the

Pehpr 3onson family and hid in the oornfiail^d whore the Indians had

already overtaken the i^riok Johnson family. ;?e hearS the Indians fire

three Ghots. We crept about B<at^^mile#on our hands and kneefiTjbo the

Borweigian Grove. Th^iwe 8tajhb%d^r 3t. Pe tor but did notixollow

road through the timberyso wa want across the prairie. Whan we ware

about a mile from the tisKber vire saw some people ahead of us whom wa

tna
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thoueht were Inaiane. We got aown in the ^-rass but notloed that thay

waived to us with a handkerohief axifl then disoovered that it was our

nieghbors Lars ^olomonson and family. |e waited until dark and walked

toward the Soandinavian Jrove Churoh until we ,;ot to the timber ^MP#^
^ whioh is now Uorseland, We went into «& house, that .was on the

•^S« of^the timber to find something to eat but^othing-«gB left, Urm
• *

Solomonson went into the cellar and/feund a pan of milk whioh we drank

and then 1?1 »Uliml em J^rli} through the timber until we oa.^e to the road.

i^

We heard somelwAr^oinb' west and we hid in the bushes on the side of

Jhe road thinking tliat it was Indians* IJpon approaohinj us we reoog-

^^2®^ ^yj^®ir talk tliat thefe were white people so we left our hiding

plaoe. j^It was a oompany of soldiers that were sent up from 3t.(Sh£r
Th^inforrned us that it was safe to follow the road to St. Peter and

they oontinued on their way to Soandinavian irove Churoh and stayed their

over ni;ht. We arrived at St. Peter about two o'olook -iiaPt mornincj and

were taked-over to a one story stone building: on IThird Street Wiiioh was

uaed for a temporary refuse for those who oame from the country.

The next morning the soldiers md some otiier men, viio spent

the nijht at the Scandinavian Jrove Church, went over toEriok Johnson's

place ind to where Mrs. Johnson aM tae boy had been killed tae day before

to take their bodies to the church. \^iq:^ were buried in the Scandinavian

Grove Church Cemetery.

ITerl Nelson, my father, havin^; uniiitched tiie oxen from the

wajon^ started across the prairie to Henderson. He was close ^\i^ wiien the

Solomonson boy John was shot throu^^i the wrist of his ri ;ht hand by an

Indian, but as the boy didn't my father thou,i;ht he wasn't

hurt. The boy started to run in a northerly direction ^Sh Father kept on

runnin^^ to Henderson, arriving there after dark. Theyboy who was shot

in the wrist, was fourteen years old. He was sent out by hie father to

get the oxen that were grazing on the prairie, as they had intended to

drive to St. Peter. He certainly was a brave boy for hi%age as after

he was shot in the wrist he took his handkerohief and tied it around his

wrist to stop it from bleadin,; and then started on his twenty rniUi like

I

.-6*

to Headeraon and got his wrist dressed. He arrived there late in the

evening. When my father got to Henderson he told them about the Indian

Heaaaore out in his neighborhhod. They got up a company of soldiers to

go^' out with hin the naxt morning which was on Sunday. They made e

thorough search for the dead or those that were still livin- and came

quite near the place where my mother was hiding in a slough mw. Nor-

weigian Jrove. "^lae^ called and tried to get tije attention of anyone that

might be hidix^, but Mother thou^it tiiey wero Indians so didn't dare show

up. i?hey went arounfl tiirouj^h the western part oi:" Hew Sweden where the

Indians had frightened the famines the day before, but they failed to

find anyone. Ih^^ foud most of the houties and grain stac^rs burnetl to

the ground. i?he soldiers returned to Hendorson and Father wal^ced to St.

Peter arrlxJ^ there in the even in,;. He wont to tJ-ie atojie buildin^:; on

Third Street to look for his family to see if all were there. Ho found

my brotijer and I and some of the nei,;hbors saved but Mother was not there.

Tiie next mornin(>; Father and some otner men went out to Hew Jwodox^ to look

for those th^Jt were missing. 2hey wero about a mile nortii oi:* the Churoh

when they noticed somebody out on tho prairie an^ discovereC it was my

Mother. She had been hiding in the slough ffom Saturday aftornoon until

Monday morning* ^w took )aQT to St. Peter imaio( lately in the lumber wagon

but rtie was so exhauster, that she could hardly move. We wero all saved

from the Indians.

day^^e went out to Scandinavian arove Church. 2he

family/stayed there fDrpkSOoetirae and the men folks had to ^ke care of

the cattle and other tilings tnat wero left. "ttM^j found only five houses

I

that were not burned by the Indians and they Sfe as xollowo; Carl Uelson,

Pehr Carlson, Swan Benson, John Johnson -ind Lars Solomonson. Choae that

lost their homes and grain were Pehr Jensen^ houae and grain, tf M. Prit-

Joff, house and grain, %pkn Johnson houae and grain, Eriok Johnson, house

and grain,^ J. Larson, house and grain, Johannes Soklund house^ and Lara

Soloraonsons grain. iSae men helped each other build up temporary shelter

80 tifit their families could come back to the farm.

Pehr Carlson and Johannes Ecklund came back from Bew Ulm where

tliey hed been fightiu; the Indians. Pehr Carlson, Swan Benson and
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my father went to St, Peter to ^et sone flour and ^jrooerles for the

families lant wore etill living* in th© Soandinavtn rrove Ohuroh,

When arrivi% at ot. Peter they vsrere drafted to haul provisions froa

3t. Peter to Hew Olra and Fort Hid^jely, Sjwan Benson was exempted on

ao oount of sore feat anC^ ^'aa poraittod to roturn to tue ohuroh with

the provisions, Uy father, Mr, Carlson and others wero aent to Fort

Hidgely, Ylhen they arrived tiie e anu after unloading their provisions

and ready to atart Jor nome, :.Ir, Carlson was aja n draft to jo -%•%

^i^w^v. > Biroh Cooly but ^f^iien they were ie>feQa ^ngghjali ^-aa^ of their destina-

tion, they wore notified that the soldiers had succeeded in driving

the Indians ^aa&ft t;io roservatin so Mr, Oalrsoa Cjt^t permission to re*

turn htoe, my father e^ettinj hone a few days before Mr, Carlson, They

then arrange d to «et the rain threshed of whioh they had only four

small *^ Qjpc of wiieat, '^hojigot Andrew Thorson from roandlinavian irove,

who had an old t/ireshin rig tc^ocna out and t iresh the i^jrain that was

loft, 3one of tlie non wero kept busy aft the machine and ot-iers were

layir^; on hi ;^h plaoes to watch out for the Indians. After the thresh-

Igg was dcno and tJiey iind fi::Rd up soae teaporarr shaoks to live, the

families were >3ll r5et*"lo('. ajain on thoir farms with tae exception of

Pehr 3^cnson*sj f«?^\ily who went bad: to Illinois, They thou.'^it they

had all the ^jxperionoo -7ith tMe Indians taey oared f nr, ffffigggf the v/ilder

nesB*

How, in ordo to be protected xrom furtner attacks, the

height, but the thiokneee I don't remeaber, bat made strong enou,;h that

it would protect us from the Indians if the^ came. ^feSTnjade w^m, small

. I «

.

A

^-^

settlers decided to orooi: a stockade where vce could flee to and defend

ourselves, Ttiis 0Bw7mmitG about forty rods west of ^candinavin irova

Church, All the settlers in that neighborhood.

Kew Swedon, gathered to work on the stockade, The^ had no material

on hand to buil^ it wi th so tjie.y decided to put up^tsod wal3^ 'Jhey

all cane with their oxen and wagons, some having horses, ai^ j^t a

few breaking plows and commenced to i)reak up the sod arouM there,

out it into pieces with spa&es and loaded them on the wagons and

hauled it over v^are 'tA others were working putting up the walVby

laying and packing the sod, The wall/ was built about six feet in

ourselves should we bo attacked but the Indians did not come back any

more so we did not have to use the stockade for our defense. The stock-

ade stood there for m .ny years until it rotted down and was leveled out,

Duiin., 1864 aad 1865 more poople came -^dBMBt aniS, settled .Aa^-a^

0£yn^ in what is now called the town of Bernadotto, jUie survivors from the

Indian IJassaare in 106£ hor^ the western part ox the Town of L^ew Sweden

that are still living are as follows; C, C, liaison, iJwen uarlson, IJew

Swadon, Mrs, TiiT'n ijn , nee In^-ar Carlson, Wintiirop, Olaf ^ Johnson, i^t,

Petor, Uels ^ Johnson, iit. Paul, iJrs, Holmquiot, neo In^ar Johnson,

faribault, Charles i/ilson, foruerly Solomonson, Bornadotte, Alfred

Soloffionaon, ITilaca, Louis Solcmson, ^ibly County, Tanney Johnson, Le

Sueiir, John Carlf§£^€iranrfah , Horth Vekota.^ih*A ^QCklj^jt^i^M^ ^4h/S A^

>- TliiR is a correct hiBtor,. as ^o my knowled ;e and memory Ox^<^
the pioneer settlers ert^ the Indian Llassacre in the town of Hew t3weden

in 1862,
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