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Nre. Permilla Ofelt, one of the fow remainming pions rs that wemt oat. This was nothing unususl, as Indisnd froquently called for gemethbing
through the bhorrors of the Sieux Inciem Massmcrs in August, 1862 eelebrated to sat when on their trapping and hunting expeditioma. When teld te come
ber sightieth birthday anniversery last Fridoy st her pleasent heme st 1814 in they left their rifles owl~side. There wes mo bread in the house, but
rmmmss.,mm;ozurrﬁmmu‘ﬂ-sunumw she had baked some deugh-muts, these being set on the table together with
day snd pold her their respects. In spite of the kardehips pussed through raspberries that had just been picked in the nearby woeds. The Indimns
in her youmger dsys, she smjeys exceilemt health sud spoke vividly of the seomed 1o enjoy their feast and aféér their 2111 dook thiir guns and die~
time when they wers ccapeilsd te fles from their hewe to eseaps the fate that appearede It is very likely that the dough-muts and raspberries saved her
sver-took so many of the fromtier settlers in that pert of the state during life »s well as the 1life of the cther woman and ehild, as it was cnly a fow
the terfible week in the later part of August,1862 when meny lnmdred ssitlers hours after thui word was received tc flee tc Forest City, ms the Indians
wore killed by the murderous Sioux Indisns. had killed several pecple in Acton, ¢ small trading post six miles away.

¥re. Ofelt wus bors in Férlir, SkAnes Her father, Cla Menoon with Mrs. Ofelt hitehed up the enly hersc, helped the s&t__k wman and the g1l

his femily cams to Carver in the sumser of 185?-, end renained there omly a baby into the wagen and stakted acress the omtrﬁr\!‘imtt City some trenty

fov months vhon they prosceded into the wilderness, and settled mear what ie wilos away, and resched there safely that eveming. Her father and tihe

uow Grove City. 1In talking about the onrly days, she said that Minsesota rest of the family had oxen, but arrived safely during the might. Ferest

vas still a territdry end wes passing through » panis, due lsrgely to the City was & small inlind towa but becamo the refuge for hwmdreds of sotilers
_Socalled vild eat bamking.  ‘The momey that these bamks issued was good who duilt stockedes around the wlses and held tho Indians et bay until help

one dey and worthiless tie mexte Imterost on noney was us high as three per arrived from Fort Snelling. There was much sufforing for want of food and

cont a month. Nemey almost went out of cireulation and there was =ich shelter during the three wecks stay in this place, as all had come away

suffering amemg ths sebtlers. In 1861, just as the settlers bogan to get burriedly with enly the elotass on their backs and witheut food. liome

& little footholdd, the oivil war broke out. A large pereent of the mén guards were organized for defemsc, and seldiers from Fort Smelling soen

from the frowifer settlenent emlisted sr wors drafied, and in many cases tae scattored the Indiamms.
; Women and shildren had te take care of the issleted howes. Memrtime the Imdicms Nrs. Gfelt smid they felt thamkful they had eseaped with their lives
~ bogmme din-satisfied about payments they had sening frem the gevernment whieh and with hundreds of others desided not to returr sud sbendonsd their home
] vox;n dolsyed, amd aftsr wniting for months for the pay they stearted to drive and gsttled in Vasa, Goodhue County, whers she later werried N.P. Ofelt, a
the settlers out of the territory they had previeusly sold, rebbing mud succossful farmer and lived there until her husband's death n few years
killing as they went alomg. lMany of the settlers had been able to improve their ago, when she moved to Minneapolis te be ncar her dewghter.
sondition and wers ready to Barvest a bowntiful orop whon the war wheop ef
the Siowx Indians was heard. MNrs. Ofelt seid she was then helping & neiphber r—

3ix miles avay from heme, i&khguuﬁfad.*mﬂnmm.tubﬂ'.
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It was ut noorn wher three Indizns rede up and asked for something to

lrs. Permilla Ofelt, one of the fow remeining piome rs that wemt eat. This was nothing unusual, as Indiend frequently called for gomething

through the horrors of the Sicux Indiam Hasseacre in August, 1862 eelebreted to eat when on their trapping and hunting expeditioma. When teld to come

her eightieth birthday anniversary lest Fridoy at her pleasant howe at 1814 in they left their rifles oub~s=ide. "There wes me bread in {the house, but

Franklin Avenus S.E., and weny 67 her friends and nd‘hh'sunod during tho she had baked seme deugh-nuts, these being set on the table together with

day and paid her their respects. In spite of the hardships passed through ragpberries that had just been picked in the nearby woods. The Indiens

in her youmger days, she enjoys excellemt health snd spoke vividly of thy seemed to enjoy their feast and aféér their £111 took thiir guns and dis-

time when they were ecmpaiisd to flee from their home to ouvcapys the fate that appeared. It is very likely that the dough=nuts and raspberries saved her

over-took soc many of the frontier settlers in that pert of the state during life »s well as the life of the cther woman and ehild, as it was only a fow

the jortidble week in the later part of August,1862 when meny humdrsd seitlers
wore killed by the murderous Sioux Indisus.

¥re. Ofelt wus born in Férléf, Skine. Her father, Gla Mansen with
his femily eams to Carver in the swmmer of 1857, and remained there onmly a
few monthe when they prosceded into the wilderness, and settled nenr what 4s
uow Grove City. 1In talking about the enrly days, she said that Mimmesota
vas still a territdry end was passing through o penie, due lnsrgely to the
so~culled wild eet banking. The momey that these banks issued was good
one day and worthless the mext. Intervst on momey wes as high ss thrae per
cont & monthe lMoney alwost went out of cireulation and thers was wuch
suffering among the setilers. In 1861, just as the settlers began to get
& 1ittle foothcld, the ¢ivil war brioke out. A large porcent of the men

from the fromifer setilenent enlisted or were drafted, and in many cuses tas

hours after thut word was received tc flee o Forest City, ers the Indiane
had killed several pecple in Acton, ¢ small trading post six miles away.
¥re. Ofelt hitehed up the euly horse,helped the sivk woman end the sue1l
baby inte the wagen and stubted scross the country &Fonst City ecme twenty
wilos eway, and reeached there safely that ovcuivg. Hor father and the
rest of the fumily hed oxen, but arrived safely during the aight. PForest
City was o swall fnlund town but besame the refugs for mumdreds of ssttlers
who built stockades around tha vlses and held the Indians at bay until help
arrived from Fort Snellinge. There was wuch suffering for want of food and
shelter during the three wecks stay in this place, as all had come away
hurriedly with enly the clothes on their backs end without food. IHeme
guards were organigzed for defense, and soldiers from Fort Snelling soen

scatterod the Indiams.

women and ehildren kad to take care of the igelated hemes. Meautime the Indieme Hro. Gfelt said they felt thamkful they had escaped with their lives

beceme dis-satisfied about payments they had eoming from the govarnment whigh and with hundreds of others deeided not to return mmd =bandensd their homo

vere delanyed, and after waiting for months for the pay they started to drive and settled in Vasa, Goodhue County, where she laoter married M.P. Ofelt, a

the settlers out of the territory they had previously scld, robbing and successful farmer and lived thore until her husband ‘s death s fey years

killing as they went alomg. lamy of tie eettlers had been able to improve their ago, when she moved to MMirwneepolis e be ncar her dawghter.

sondition and were roady to harvest a bountiful crop when the war whoop of
By P.POM“‘

" the Siows Indiauns wes heard. Mrs. Ofelt ssid sbe was then holping & nesiphber

3ix miles away from home, tasking eare of a sick woman and ® two weoks ¢ld baby. ’
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