Mies Nute:

In going over my,papers recently I ren across this translation, made

meny yeers &go. For some reason I did not attempt to heve it

publiehed. Perhaps it might be put in the manuscript division.
It is a translation of chapter 16 ( p. 176-196 ) of Ole Paulson,
Erindringer( Minneapolis, 1907 ).

t. . k.
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ané cattle eould and finé food.

graze

geveral weeks before it could start.

idarly in the spring of 1865 o new expedition, under the
4.
Lne

. left Glencoe iN April until about

leadérship of Gemewral H. H: Slbley, W88 sent out cgeinst the flegs
N command

2ibley did suel good piece of work in the fall of

2
Z

of it., The Captain wes sic!

-

o
~

ing redskins.

gone out on some militeary mission so that he

186: that e had been advenced to the ranlz of brigadier-general.

joining the Company until the laiter date.
wes also another expedition dispatched from Sioux City,
9

fherc
- - the exact date on which the force
Iowa, under coumand of General Sully. This consisted entirely of

it must have been in the first days of June.
Wwas

cavelry, wlile Sibley's on the other hand,

boys became footsore, foR the

2L

madeé up of three regiments of infantry, one regiment of cavalry,

as dry as tinder. It he
'o+

v U

end two sections of light artillery. It wes

-

: | * scorched in June, and herdly a dron of rain
two forces should meet at or in the vieinity of Devils Lake, ere

e

-

The march grew wearisome

the Indians were supposed to be.
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. . . - _— . , . 2tisfy one's thirst with good water was trulv a blessing.
its hecd-waters in Lake Traverse and emptiesS into Iudson Bay. P TS g - J é

; 3 B : : This wes 7 instence when we found good weter from the time
When the expedition reached Breckenridge, where it Bi# Wee The only fastams . &

- . T " § o 5 Wiz te T1 u etu there. Ve had to dig wells where-
camped one night, it divided into two detachments, a number being we left Ilinnesota till our r L - ' 3 o

- \ . . A we nitel amp, ¥ water in t lakes, streams, and rivers
sent down to Iort nbeﬁgbnble, mainly for the purpose of getting ever we pivched camg he water in the lakes, e B

- . : ' . wvas it £ t oh 1 wa in the liis ri River is gond.
the mail which must have come there. Iy company was with this ‘a8 unfit for use, though the water in the Liissouri Ri g

] W 1 | st now any tiresome marching ov
detachment. e celebrated the Fourth of July #here, -- by lying I mst now pass by meny days of tiresome merching over

8till; not even so much as firin- a rifle in honor of the independ- "hese endless, dry, sun-scorched prairies. uieny a soldier was

o T o me by the heat a ving i1 54 I am
ce of the country. It wes scorching hot that day. overcome by the heat and left lying behind until the asmbulance came

he af i i ' nd pick i ) arri in g to b D .
On the afternoon of the following deay our detachment marched *nd picked him up end cerried him along to the cam

(4

R

. o ‘ ol ] o & 2 . 0y Was ik her. Ve saw nothing but the
> 1rom Iort Abercombie, and encamped 2t Wild Rice River. It was One day was mueh like another e saw nothing

1rv + 3 ‘ ] X hec he preiri | ‘oot; © sun burned mercilessly.
50 dry that, except in a few holes, there was hardly any Sky overhead and the prairie underfoot; the sun a J

-y e . - 7 g : C8 vV a NG- ppea i h ty during the whole summer.
water in € river. The next day, that is, the seventh, we had to A cloud-fleck appecred in the sky during %
N

) ] e v ing 51 id w t a W - f »ein. Qi as tl i
erch twenty miles over o flsg srairie to the C*eye;F River. e Only a single time did we get a few drops of rzin hat was the time

J ]
s

— ' ¢ o gl % 4 . ; T— g ; ightning ki a Ilors v mian during the first
eat was violently oppressive, --over one hundred degrees in the a bolt of lightning killed a Ilorse cavalryma ing

: ™ - -5 . : - : . fight we had with the redskins.
ring vne morning, we had muddy weter from Wild Rice River 10t We nad with

P #he thirst In this almost unendurable hest of the sun we had to march

twenty miles each day. It wes no fuan, I must say. Jul there wes-

. 1.1 . . . none who complained, not even over the meager rations, which consis-
Ove the river. Just as the

p . b £ "ha saeck" and D . B vy oth oy we got fresh meat.
i B oico PN il aiaed Lald oo ted of "heard tock 16 selt poerk bvery other day we go resh a

- N e & . : £ iPe we W 3 i ag ) ance. 1T black, st
river to quegh their burning thirst. Sprin ter was found there in Of coffee we were blessed with o great abundance “he black, strong

( F ) rs - - ( - A 4. e .
a greet spring which flowed out of the ground. %o drink their £ill coffee, without sugar, tasted very good. iie filled the canteed

p by . L1 » + P 1 % ] &l ] . 1 3 we [ ]
was not enou or the men; there were some who lay down in the with coffee and drenk that in place of water

asg ' )
N o= e 2 ) ¢ (3 . Y a A A [
stream which ran from the spring. Lo doubt i% was heelthful to take One day We were approaching Devils Lake we saw a large troop

. bk ; 1 sern 211 towa i oula at By . S
a cold bath afier drinking so much cold spring woter. of horsemen galloping toward us in regular battle array n e¢loshl

inspection we found that they were not enemies coming to give
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ary to find out where they hed gone. This was on the so-called
battle, for the troon carried the sters and Stripes, which waved & i . . )
’ . si1ssouri Coteau, a high ridge which extendsthrougk Horth Dakots
roudly in the wind and testified to the friendship and security. ©The ‘ . ! .
- J " o in & southern direction from Devils Lake. e witched camp here
troop halted aond saluted. It woge composed of Red River halfbreeds = :
for the night.
who were out on .the prairies foz -
After dark a bold Sioux venturegd within the camp itself
At the head of these half-breed Indiens was s I'rench

p end tried to steal a horse. Though he did not achieve his purpose,
Catholic pnadre, who délivered g speech in French.  General Sibley .
yet he Suceeded in escaping with his life. At suarise the next
translated the speech to English. Sibley was a Frenchmen himself,
| 7 - lorning the exnedition was agein on the mereh in Search of
if I am not misteken.
fugitives. There was, however, no trace left behin
The padre wes heertily glad that the expedition had come for
eleven o'clock one of our Indian scout , Chasche,
the purpose of punishing the criminal redskins, and wished us
r nreatvh, and informed us that Cavalry-
;¢ég)s in our project. He informed us besides, thet they had been
. Cloud and George Bracket of Minneapolis,
in the cam» of the Indians the weel before, and he told us where
had been killed by the
this camp was. PFor their pert, (he said) they were too week and
. his life.
few to attaclk the redski who were numerous end strong.
to shoot huffalo,
When their errand was ended, the troop wheeled about and

golloped away. ,
had not been killed, however. He s rang

«

fhis was a few miles south of Devils Leke. The exnedition
nimself in the high grass of a swamp. He

Storped here a short time o reorganize for a rapid advance against

‘ did not find hi ey back to us however. After wandering vnain-
the Indians. All the ick,exhausted, and tired, both amons me and
fully on %h rairie for many da S, he made his way to the barricades
cattle, were left behind at this point. RFortifications Were built 1 = aa ) X

¢ wnere ithe sick were kent, nd , vh ine ’eﬁalmost dead of hunger

and & guard was placed over the camv. :
~reenan woe killed and scaloed.
when this had been done we advenced in a quick march
In a 1little while our scouts care in with the revort that
against the redskins. There were perhaps twenty-five hundred of

there were six thousand Indiens in camp three miles o ay. The
us in this body, and after a hard dey's march we reached the camp
expedition had now reached = ake about one mile in breadth. The land
where the Indians had been; but they had diseppeared. It wasS necess-

Q X . 4
Yoo b T T alr,tnr,

" mwrd &Zﬁ >f, : {\ . [ }?7,’ .T—‘ f. ‘;w

'{vr. s h—5"¢ l, .{'g A tal f;
@n, /g Ah/u'sp,\,, '

the south side was Ffie® as = hobtbom, around the lake on the
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other sides were high nhills 3C the south side, a distance
from the leake, the: S 8 *y nig \ reseuwdled an old-
fashioned sugar-loaf.

[ere on this flat_ a halt was made, and defences were
hurriedly thrown up, imarily for the nrotection ol the expedi-

tion's baggage train of three hundred wagons and three hundred

nead of cattle. The cattle and mules were enclosed with wagons in-

P I

side the aefences themselves.

While w : i thi ork, all the hills aroinAd we

LY

re literally surrounded by

3ign, however, of wanting

¢

' i rmned to the teeth, burni:

y B I g -
irTeé B ne bloodthirst

attle.

rrived,

In our number there was o cavalry-physician from 3Shakopee

o/

led Weiser, an old settle 10 had lived among Indiane for meny

LR o

ears, nad been thelr ohysician, knew their lenguege. With his
negro servent, he rode out to the ememy just a little way from the
camvd. “he Indians nretmpled friendshin, shook his hand as an old
acquaintance and friend, and gave out that they would surrender
without battle, etc. after the Doctor had rarleyed with them for

& while, he rode baclk toward the camp. The negro followed him.

ENCLOSURE

C

A little later the same two rode back agesin on the hill to the

Indians, teking with then tobacco and a flask of whiskey with which

the Déctor trated his good friends. They were"good Indians", ‘hen
he had finished with them he set snurs in his horse 4o ride
back to camp; three rifle shots crucked and the Doctor fell
dead to tke ground while the horse came galloping into camp with
empty saddle. Ve stood there and witnessed this tragedy.

Two companies of cavalry mounted, »nrepared to fight; two
sections of artillery stood by their cannons, ready to open fire

o4

on their red foes, and at least two regiments o: infantry -stood

rmed for attack.

“he gratl sugar-top swarmed with Indians. The artillery
fired o few shells in their midst and cleared the hill. '
The cavalry charged out along the long reédge of the hill ang
swent it clean. The cavalry shot and killed meny redskins. The
Indians returned the fire and killed o soldier. Lightning struek

omd
t the same instunﬁAkille~ a Lorwegian cavalryman.

an unprecedented running-race followed. Indians before
and the soldiers after them in wild pursuit the rest of the day
until darkness fell! 3y thattime the Indians and the whites were
so intermingled that one could not tell who was Indian end who was
white man.

“he General remained in the camp and sent & courier with
an ordew to the commanding Colonel to remain where he was over
night. The latter misunderstood the order and gave the signal

Tor retreat. In the morning the hoys came back tired and sleepy,

bringing with them all possible kinds of trophies from the camp of
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the Indians. to &o much with them..The Indiens seemed to have tremendous resnect
Sibley was deceived this time by the crafty redskins. for the infantry.

Their assurance that they would surrender without fight was only a The cavalry were a cou_ #eof miles in advence of us when

lie. It was onl;: ruse to enfertain us with " good talk" until the Indians met them. As usual, the exnedition halted and pitehed

they could get time to esceve, with their families. If Sibley camp under o high ridge. At this place we stood and watched the

-~ L

- -

ne 10t ordered the halt,

-

4

Wil 1 nressed forward ageinst the cam fight between our cavalry and the Indiesns.
of the Indiens, we should without doubt have captured every Indian. Cur cavalry ellowed the Indiens to chase tThem rigﬁfinto our

1 baggace”, The am; ‘hen our boys reached the defences on the hill they wheeled

oy
—~ L/“"L.

the; ve us hattle. about end Ffired a volley in the face of the Indians who came rushing

3 CAr
. halt was ordered, and this gave them after them. Some of the Indians were killed, eamong them 2 ehief,

710 was scalned by the whites while yet alive. This ended the Tfight

‘e rpsved the d (ter tl attle of o oaf ' * Buffalo Lake.
‘uudsiiqag bun;aﬂ o @eivim 4o The gﬂﬁb;n,n : . 3 a ~a.Le

secalped Lieutenant Freeman was f unuALﬂriei i he ot The following ] pedition had a nerd march. On

ree. “his took time; “'e* we odvanced a few mi . sto at day the land seemed ¢ ‘ " Indiens. From morning until

again. ‘ eantime a Torece was ordered to det y everything late at night notv an Indian was © seen. All had disappeared &8

or, R .4

wihilich the Indians had hee: ; with the any tons completely s if swallowed W TSS,

_— : de
of dr¥y buffalo meat wer if ig 1 , 4 of the winter- That niggé we agai camn o small lake on the south

rovisions of the redskins. ~ Indien v had € ay dearly 1ide © ich, long ridge of hills. A strong watchApicket and

<

L%

or the outrages which they had committed. On the second de 3 e.s t at this time. Iy company stood watch that night

\ >

Loaf Llountain battle we took uu the marerl AEAiNe 3 1 hed 1¢ NONOY : r in Gamnenc le vere on our feet agein

s £ &l

1ext morning at three o'clock. The watch was separeted into

-

itehed camn, about one o'eloek, two divisions, the advence guard and rear guard, one hundred and
the warriors met us again and geve us a fight. This was also by the fifty men in each. Iext there was a company ol cavalry and one
sige of a little lake,-- where there lay & dead buffado, ond it was section battery in each division. The advance guard went forward
called the Zattle of Dead Buffalo Lake. This time the cavalry first, the cavalry in edvance in line-of-battle, thereafter the
hed the ovportunity of emusing themselves with the Indiens, Ms artillery and infentry in battle-array. The sunrise wes glorious

the Indians were.all mounted, the infantry were therefore unable and the day warm. Je had not had sleep for two nights and for that

reason were égiiing tired. As wé marched up @eross the loug hill,

ENCLOSURE

DAKOTA CONFLICT OF 1862 MANUSCRIPTS COLLECTIONS
MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY. ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55102




notv even dreamning that the redskins were in the vicinity, -- almos®
half esleep, -- suddenly we heard a fearful var-Mnoop in front of
f this high hill we ceme froee to fae@ with

'he cavalry horses became unmanageable and retired

our lines down the hill.  The cannons orened fire on the onrush-

71th shells that ex loded amongs them and killed
a number of themn. 5 becare terror-stricken, so that they
seemed unable to gi "00¢ ount of themselves. I said to my
nior, "dad we nc
“Bo Bir!"

/ere a lifeless statufe.

"Then we will fi

lzened as tho 1 & Ttrance, .and their
I 1ss, 1ndi ecame just as terror-
cen. They seémed to have come into the very

two cannons which we had c,gieﬂ the blood of
the spreading of a peir of wings they divided
ieft of us, hen they grasped the situation, they
between us 1 our main body, which had not vet marched
The™n the cannons were turned, and Lombarded the
e kS # th che redskins did not dare %o stick their
noses invo the gap. | the main body of our troops heard thet we

Wwere having a bLout with the reds, theyv at once rushed to our aid.

<he Indians retreated to & point so far back that we could not reach
them with our rifles, nor they us.

Like two fighting cocks the two enemies stood there ana
e;eé each other. At lest the leader of the Indians gave the signal
for retreat. ¥e blew 2 whistle and swung 2 blanket. They rallied
on a high hill and we charged at them with a rusk. Ly comvany
protected the battery which galloped up the steen hill, end we kepnt
pace with the battery, ready to give the redskins their deseris
when we reached the top of the elevation. The cannons vere got
ready to oven fire, when the staff officer came galloping wp
end shouted, "Don't fire thaet cannon, J3ir!®™ That is the Indien's
traein you see there."

"Thet's why I wented to Tire," answered the Lieutenant ho

- o

01 the battery. There we stood with long faces. Iot
wt
wes to be seen except the objeet which ,tooik to Dbe the
become of the Indiens was a
e .
dwarféd o: hich stood oz

2ir out there i 30 dece tive

4
e s

and the object wes hill:
eyes it apoeared smooth and flat as & nancake.
verd our goal. 4 short distance before
usS we saw a pony which was grazing on the nrairie directly in
front of my company. nddenly en Indian svrang up oubt of the grass

and ron a8 if for dear life. Iy whole comneny shot at him hut daid

" . . y 10t hit him. Then our guide, lir. Lurcheno, role almost up to him
vhe cavalry ond artillery came storming up the hill at a gallon.
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{

2nd snot twice at him, but failed hit him. Thereupon three 1

o~ . g troops with a line of skirmishers went through the wide woods dovm
cavalrymen rode up to him and took him vnrisoner. He »nroved i _
< il ' : = ¥ to the river. ©he heat was elmoss unendurable as it was 110 degrees
to be a youns Indian belonging to znother tribe than the one : the . , .
‘ - ’ S11g in the shade, and ,thirst was parching. When the soldiers had

we were fighting. ¢ declared that his father and he had come to : _ _ .
. = pushed their way through the thick woods with its underbrush of

the camp of these Indians to buy horses. In the morning when the . .
_— - prickly ash, they rushed down to the river to g@t water. The red-

sioux drew up to give us battle, he had followed at a distance to ) . . s i . :
skins were lying in the gress on the other side, ond shot at us;

see how the struggle went . In the meantime he grew tired, let ! :
g but the river is so wide that the bullets failed to carry over.
his pony graze, and then lay down to sleep, and slent until we . T .
' - : ; Our artillerynen fired several shells acrosSs the river,

were almost over hip. He awakened in terror and ran without know- - ' _ .
which caused the redskins to take 1o their heels to ef"u"“" Trom
ing what he did. He was now glad that he had escaped with his , e . v

the grass and up in the hills. Eere 2lso we lost two men, namely
life. He was a boy of about eighteen

(% </

e
ears, and was well txated . ) : " b ¢ .
Lieutenant Beaver, aon Inglishman, supposed to be an English Lowd,
and at once set free. Put he accon "’”1ca “w of his own will to . . : _
a&L e T Te . : ho had epnlied to the Covernor for an apvointment as an officer
e .lissouri River, The 1e"t MOTANA, f“ march was begun again

.9

- the staff so that he might accomonany the expedition, and a
few hours we were in_the hills which slope toward the g ' . - : A &
- W. Tha horweglan cavalrymen. Loth of these were murdered in the woods
iissouri. It was a magnificient moriing. The sun silded the . :
- _— . riley fron. and scalped. Lieutenant Leaver had been sent by the Genersl

v
1.9 ° Y

e sides of the hills. Dot-sige we left He Misshan, _ : r o
%Q Rio,. 7ith a despateh to Colonel Crooks who was in command of the

hey txiled;se.friehdl;'l§ ——

treeg and

7004S. . F— . i
troons at the river. e had encountered Indians in the woods,
ting A B Tl other bank of the llissouri. e were at J :
- ' /mo hed shot him with an errow, and teken all he had; horse with
first somewhat amazed over what we ; the high hills over

trappings, clothe8, money, o check on & Londdn banlk ealling for
on the other side of the river. All the hills seemed to be . .
Six thousand dollars,or twelve hundred pounds, sabre, two valuable
livin?. -'erglittrreﬂ and gleoamed everywhere in the sunshine. - 4 & & g
revolvers, and o fieldglass. Lord Beaver had hag his hair cut so
Later we realized atthic was caused by the smell mirrors whieh A ) R a
short that the Indians could not get his scalp; they had however
each Indian hangs by his belt. Furithermore they had shining - —— .
his long mustache with the 1lip.
rifles which glistened in the sunm. _ _ - . .
Crab Apple Creek empties into the Ilissouri severgl miles
In good time the expedition reached the river. The train
& below the place where we reached the giver; here we encamped for
stopped on the flat a distance -- verhaps ten miles -~ from the . )
this night as well as the following day and night. Defences were
river. The General had his headquarters there. 4 division of . ) _ .
thrown up here around the camp as a protecetion against attack.
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lbmwdlwm"i

: - L - 1.1 _‘ - = 3. - iy oy i . - _ . - -
me on the redskins began to make their pres his 1life dearly,qand hed without doubt killed several redskins
ence felt. ILow and then shots cgould ‘e heard round bout us. before he wes overcome. The deed were buried in the sandbank by

. Lol s 4l . B _ i€ . O » o ~ "
Laver in t night they set fire to the »rairie on all sides of Crah Apple Creelr, vwhere their bones now rest. Ieaver was a

4.9

~ ] < i T o X 4 - s 4 A ~ 2 ¥ 1 e '{:‘ i r 1 £ 1 - i N -
so dry that e preirie burned in spite of the fact that rreemason and was buried with the Preemsson ceremonies. Lefore we
was still early in the summer. began our return all the wagons, buggies, and other things whiech
The soldiers hed ' and stert a counter fire. the Indians had not been able %o take with them across the river
N'M CA- .‘ m d
Lhe whole nlo'htA We had strict orders rere destroyed and burned. We had with us s large number of
to lie on our weapons out in our intrenchments. Jo one could ° Red River half-breeds who rode in their wooden carts "hev o’

vii

ermit himself the luxury of sleep. A4h, how good it would have discarded their certs and took instead whatever they wished of Phat
- 3 - - Dt

-

o £ T n Ha+ &g ! ! W hed ] p ; ] =ria i Waka :| 3 3 y
felt to have hed a bit of sdeep! .Jor we had not had any sleep vhich the Indians had left heylnqrt=a=~ some rode in huggies, others

for several nights. | rend ' C ny and relt sorry 111 geod light wagons.

1512

1 gave permission to sleep. I and one of the How the Indians had

keep watch and walzen then if it became necessary. : L0 1L evertheless 2l1

[

= _!_ - .y .. F (I P o | 5 3 A * e (ad " — - - N A
5le eacefull ith the exeeption of us two. ie of the river whe e came there.

5. %

fire had w7 burned grass a long distance out on
the 1light beyond us we could well see the move-

ins ney were around us the whole night. At
. senarcl Sibley's expelicion ended here. Autumn wes already.
ys were sleevning soundly and I sat moping 1 & .

; " - : n roaching. There wag therefore no sense in continuing the pur-
ment which was not particularly high, a shot
lians longer. The General determined therefore to

rang out just in front of our intrenchmenis t..-d was follow by
salvo of ebout one hundred shots; , Bullets cut through the tents "?VVhb
}t;g | -lie redskins were nunished severely enough for their misdeeds.

return to civilization while we still hed something to 1ivé on.

end killed a mule in the camp. The animals broke out of +the
enclosure. There OB & fea®Pul din in the miflile of 4ie e Hundreds of them had fallen in the fights, thirty eicht had heen
all the men hed to go out to:rsave the animals end get them back feged W four hunlZed o word AESn prisoners, hesides which the
within the corral. The Indians heard the din, took fright and i iaden e ol R Crow, fell before Lawson's

rifle. It has been said tieat 3ibley did not accomnlish very much
fled, and did not come back again that night. . -

B’ b ] . . LY
b/ a1s expenglve expeditions, That may be so. Ileverilheless it
“he next day o seerch was made for the missing and both :

was by the leadership of 3ibley that the Indians were broken
vere found dead in the weods. It was thought that Beaver had sold
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:
Sibley ceme out later in the fall and had serious brushes with
S

the Indiens in one or two engsgements.

ENCLOSURE
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