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Kiss Nute: 

In going over my,papers recently I ran across this translation, made 

many years ago. For some reason I did not attempt to have it 

publi~hed. ··perhaps it might be put in the manuscript division. 

It is a translation of chapter 16 ( p. 176-196 ) of Ole Paulson, 

Erindringer( Minneapolis, 1907 ). 
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:Carly in the SJrine; of 18G3 o. neYt e:-::1 edition , under tl e 

le~dership of General .i:I . H. Sibley , i'Ta ~ sent out c..c;o.inst the. f l ee-
r 

i ng rcdsl:ins . Si b l ey cl i d such ::;.. good p i e c e of \Tork i n t110 fc.11 of 

1 862 tha t J1c h2.ll be ea aD .. v&nced to the rarJ: of bri r;o.dier-cencral . 2-

'.:;hero o.lso another ex~1edit ion ~is:;:ic..tched f~co!:l .Siou:::. Cit..r , 
'; 

Io1-:o. , under co:.u:i.c.nd of Generc l Sul ly • .) This consisted entirel;7 of 

caval1·y, v:liile Si bley's on the ot:1er hs.nd , "\70.S 

made Ui) 0..r-J. +hree ro 0n·1·_1'.en+.q ..... f t J.. ..:: v • v~ o::i: i n .. o.n ·ry' one rcr;ir.1cn1.1 of CD.Y2..ll .. ~' , 

und t~o sectiuns of· li~ht artillery . 

t\70 forcer.:: should meet ::::.tor in the v icinity of Devils Lo.~::c , ~11.ero 

' t11 e Indians ,.,ere suvposed to be . 

oi ""'le~.,. ' s e:c)edi"tion <:i.Gse lb led. on the :.~innesoto. :\i ver 

juJt iJotneon the -tv;o o.~encies descr ibed, ;·;i.1ich ucrc 1101.r ro.zed. . 
'/ :place ·.i!1e1·c ·~}1e troo1)s 3s.thercd uas culled C::::.r.i1) :202e . It took 

I .J. \". ·~ C.' v ,...,....., 

necessary to have c11rec hundred vra0 ·ons ';rith six r.1ules for eo..c~1 , 

one t~ousund cavalry horses , two sec·tions of o..rtillcry ~:itn four or 

horses for each cannon , etc . In cddi ti on , four 1rnn<.lrca. cattle 

to be useci.. for slo.ughtcr uere ta:-e:11 o.lon~. ]' ' s ;; To .::;et 8-ll 
· wa...s ~ ., .. .-... .cl~s ~l t,y..~ 

:!)re~Jo.rod 11ei'ore stc.rtinc; .. : :tsi ' v 1::£ :1: IJ' Li : unclcrtw:inc. 

J.•11" .... Ld ...., 

It i70.S 

of couJ:se io~)ossible to 00 l)efore cro·.:n so t110.t h or ..... cs 
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and cuttle could grc..ze and find food . '.:1he fore e lc..y i n Ca!!:lp PoIJ e 

several ueeks before it could start . F t• t· rom ·ne ·ime our c o~pc..ny 

left Glencoe i N A1Jril until about the nid.dle of July r ho.a. the 

c orrnno.nci. of it . '..:'he Ce.:9tain ;70.s sic"l-: and .SieutenB.nt ./eissrnun had 

gone out on some ri1ili tc.ry 1.1ission so t:i1at he Yro.s ··)revented from 

I do not remember 
J.• J d t .!;,-
1.1ne exac c a ·e on rrhich tl'e force inarched out fr o:J Co.m·) ..i • .>o e: rut ... ... . 
it t1ust have been i n the first a.o.:rs of June . At the be ·innin..,. the .._ u 

lJoys becune footsore 
' fo il the aurn: 1er rr:J.s quite via.rm and the ..:'rairi e 

us dry as tinder . It ~as so dry thc..t the grass on the prairie 

scorched in June , und J}arclly a droiJ of rain fell durinr: the entire u. 

sum.:.:ier . r.I' • .i..110 f.1UTCI1 u.c.·re\" Y:euri some "lld ~ .... u very aifiicult , and occasion~lly 

t'1e e::~1edi -Lion ',:as forced to halt o.nd rest . '.:1he heat sor'.1etimes ~ose 

to 110 ao~rees in the shade . 

i/e follorled t11e ;.~iru.1e so ta Iti vor through :.:edic ine , Lac qui 

?o.rle o.nd Grant counties, ~iast :Dig Stone Lc.::e . on the flat-lend 

bet· . .recn Big Stone and Lo.J:e ~r:->-ver<=1e \~re l.'eP--:cd f - - -v ·or a fe\/ d::.ys . '.:::-ncre 

nere high hills on the north and south sides . ~he ~ro.irie betuoen 

the la1res is absolntol~r flat, t11rec r1ilcs fro1:i lo.~::e to la1:o . ~he 

tov.rn of Brovms Vo.lle;y- is nov1 si tus.ted here on this flat . Th et 
11eculio.r fc~ture of tJ1e 9lace i~ that here is the uater-~crting 

betveen ~Jorth and South. n .... i1e . .. J.. "':>. • J ... inne so va. J.~1 ver 1:as. i 1; s sol:.rc o here 

and em2ties its Vio..te1·~ into the Gulf of ..... exico. ~he Red River has 
,.) I ..J 
lh.tc d..., (~ 'I 11 , 

' ..I./ I G 7• I ' l 6 .E . v 
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~~r.rly in the spring of 1863 a nert expedition , .... ndc r 'l1 e 

leadershig of General ii. H. Sibley, 11~s sent out c.eainst the.flee-

' ing rodsl:ins. Jibley did ouch c. eood piece of \'lork in the fc.11 of 

1862 t~1at !.c h .... d. been aC:vc.nced to the ro.:n.1: of brigo.dier-s-cncral. :;_ 
,.,. .i..LCrO 

Ioi.70.., 

'\7C.s also anot11er cx"_Jedition ~iD.r>c.tched f1 .. on 3iou:f Ci t:r, 
~ 
.J 

un~er cour.w.ncl, of Generc..l Sully. ~his consisted entirely of 

cava.11 .. y, vrhile Sibley Ts on "the other hand , \70.S 
. 

r.i.ade up of three rcgi .. 1ent G o:I: inf:J.ntr~/, o:ic regit1cnt of cn.v ...,.lr~r, 

o.n<l t 1:10 sections of light artillery. It ·;:.::.a lc.nned t"1o:'c t' ese 

LYro forces should meet at o., .. i·n t11e v1·ci'n1'ty· ... of Devilc L::i.~:c, 1( e::.--o 

t1 e Indians uere su_1..J)OSed to bo. 

.Ji"ule~r' s e::.._)edi ti on acGe lb led on t"1e :.iinnesoto. River 

ju:..~t rJO°L\!GCTI the two o.~e:i1cies described, ·;/!:ich uerc noF razed.. 

.Jlacc \1:i1e1·c 
J/ 

1·e troo)S .sc.thered rn1s C:J.lled Gump ?o....ie. It took 

conf:ill.ero.ble ti.r:1e to o.sse~ CJle und. prepare for the trip. It H::...s 

neces::::o.ry to have t:1rec hundred r10. 00'or:.s "."Ii th 01· x muleu for " o er~cn, 

one tbousc.nd cc.vo.lry horses, tuo section:::: of c.rtillcrv '7!i th fo 11· ... or 

~iz horceo P~r e 1 L -v ac~ co.nnon, e· c. I acldition, four hundred c:J.ttle 

to 1)G use:J.. for 

1iro ::.i.rod l,efore 
~ -

slo..u..:-~1tcr Hore ta~ e·1 o.lon...). ]=i· · · a1 ~ To ...;et o.11 
' W'A.S cw.. o./\ .. du....m<.S ew<cl .W.~ 

. ..rtc.1·tine .. : ttt&a .. ' 11ca 11 ,- 111 ! 1: und.crtu1:in0. 

-'·'11' ("I l.d .... 

It nc..J 
OPJ.. coL1~~e 1·~ .. 10~~1'ble to c) beI~ore ,, · d ... - ... ~ - - 1..i ic Gr ..... ::::s nc.. 0 ro·.:;1 co t · .n.t l.1Dr...;ca 

·' 
l I 

'I 

.. 

j' ' 
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and cattle could gr~ze and fi11d food . '-'he for·ce l~.y i·n C ~ -~ a:>1:p ..: ope 

several ueeks before it could st~.rt . From~· t· - c.r..e · ime our company 

left Glencoe iN April until about the middle of July I ho..d the 

command of it. '.:'he Cal:itain \TJ.S sick and Lieuteno.nt 1/eiosmun had 

gone out on some mili to..ry mission so that he v1us 11reventea. from 

joinins the Cor:i:;:any until the latter date. I do not rcr.:iember 
s-

the exact elate on 11hich the force r.iarched out fro!.1 Co.ri·1 .• ?o e: but 
.... - ' 

it must have been in the fi· rP;-i· d"'i~: of June. A+ t' b · ~v ~v- ~iu ne evinninu the 

boys becuLle footsore , fo 1t the summer was quite uarr.1 and the •rc;..irie ... 

as dry as tinder. It ~ac so dry that the grass on the prairie 

scorched in June, and lfurdly a drop of rain fell durint:;_tlle entire 

sunnner. The r.iarch t;re\i v:earisome and very difficult, and occasionally 

t'1e e:-:ned.i tion 'lfD.S forced to }1r-ilt ~ 1 ncl re~+. n• - ~ - ~v ~ne heat sometimes rose 

to 110 dc~rees in the shade. 

'1/e follo17ed the ; Iinnesoto. Ri vcr through I.~edicine, L:J.c qui 

.J.?arlo and Grunt counties, .... iv.st Dig Stone L[!.l:c. on the flat-lo.nd 

bct·."Jeon Big Stone and La1:e '.:.'re.verse uc rested for a fe\: d:J.yc. ~ncre 

~ere high hills on the north and south sides. ~he prairie bet~ccn 

the 1D.1{CS io absolutely flnt, three niles from la,::e to lake. '.:he 

to\·m of Bro\mS Vc..lle~r is novr situated here on this flat. Th•t 
A eculic.r f'co..ture of t: e pl:J.ce J· . ..:- th,.,~'. '11e1·e 1· s t' t _ ..... u.v ·i1e \"3. er-..:.;c.rting 

het\:ecn Horth and South. ~he Linne soto. River r.as .. i 1; s sourc c here 
8.lld er.i1y~ i es its no.ters into t'1e Gul:f of ..... e:z:ico. '...he ~ded River has .... 

~ ci.-/11.. /i \.l/ ~ ff I I ?£.E • ( (J J< ;_ t If' ') ). I 

J 

ENCLOSURE 
INl"'ENTIONAL DUPLICATE EXPOSURE 

DAKOTA CONFLICT OF 1862 MANUSCRIPTS COLLECTIONS 
MINN~SOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY. ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55102 



• 
- 3 -

its hec.d-uaters in Lake Traverse and empties into Hudson Bay. 

~'11en the expedition reached Breckenridge , \/here it 

camped one night , it divided i nto t\70 detachments, a number being 

sent dovn1 to Fort Abe:(~ombie, mainly for the pur]os e of getting 

the mail v1hich must have come there . l1Iy company was ·with thi s 

detachment . We celebrated the :Pourth of July t here , -- by lying 

still; not even so much o.s firin~ a rifle in honor of the ind.en end.-... 
ence of tho country . It wes scorching hot that day . 

On the o.fternoon of the follo\7ing day our detachment marched 

out from :E1ort Aberc~mbie, and encamped at i'iild Rice River . It v1as 

so dry that , exce1)t in a fei'7 holes , there was hardly any 

water in the river. ~he next day, that is, the seventh , ~e had to 
JJ marc}1 t\·1enty r.1iles over a flat 2ro.irie to the Cheye1}18 River . ~he 

heo.t \las violently op1Jressi ve , --over one hundred. degrees in the •• 
shade. During the morning , we had muddy water from Wild Rice River 

i n our co.1T~eens. ~hey \Vere soon emrJt ied , in t'ile heat . ':'he thirst 

beco.r.1e u:nenduruhlo lJefore i7e reo.ched the Cheye1me. 

At last \7e car1e to the bluff al)ove .the river . Just as the 

i7orcl Ht.'-l t ! vras ti ven, the men broke ranks anc1 rushed dovm to the 
• J " river co que.ch t'11ei"r ''11rn1'nr:r thi"rsi·, . ,. u t.. Sprinc; \7ater \"las folmd there in 

a great S1)rine; Whicb flowed out Of the ground. ~O drink their f ill 

i7as not enouch f or the men; there were some 1vho lay down in the 

stream uhich ran fror:l t!1e s1Jring . i;o doubt it v1as heel thf'ul to take 

a cold bath after drinl{int: so much cold s1)ring i'inter . 

ENCLOSURE 
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Qo satisfy one's thirst with good uater was truly a blessing. 

~his \7as the only instance 11hen i;1e found go od '\·10.ter from the time 

Yle left i.Ii nnesota t ill our return there. :te ho.a. to die r1ells 11here-

ever 110 r1i tched. co.mp . The v1ate:r in the l akes , stree.r.is, and rivers 

\7as unfit for use , though the wo.ter in the I.ric souri Ri ve1" is goo d. 

I uust noi.-r l_)ass •r mo.ny days of tiresone marchine over 

these endless, dry , sun-sc arched prairies. 1Jany a soldier i"las 

overcome b;,.,. the heat and left lying behind 1LYltil the ambulance car!le 

and piclced him up and carried him along to the camn. 

One day r;as much l i ke another . ·.le sav: nothing but the 

sky overhead and. the prairie underfoot; the sun burned mercilessly . 

Scarcely a clouc'i-fleck appeo.red in the sky during the '\7hole summer . 

Only a single time did we get a fe~ drops of rain . ~hat was the time 

a bolt of lightning killed a IJorse cavalryman during the first 

fi5ht we had with the redskins. 

In this almost unendurable heat of the sun ~e had to marcn 

trrenty miles e a.ch day. It 170.s no fun , I must say. Buf there ~ 
none nho complained, not even over the mea5er rations , vrhich consis-

ted of "ho.rd tuck" ancl. salt pork . Every other day \7e got fresh meat. 
• Of coffee ue were blessed with a great abundo.nce. ~he black , strong 

coffee, uithout sugar, tasted very good. Ve filled the co.ntee• 

with coffee· and drc.nk that in place of 1:ater. 

One daya\~e were approaching Devils Lake vre sai7 a large troo1) 

of horsemen galloping tov1ard us i n regulur bo.ttle 2.rray . On closer 

inspection v1e found. that they \7ere not enemies comine; to ci ve 
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battle, for the troo11 carried the sto.rs and stri p e s, which uaved 

proudly in the wind and testified to the fr iendshi p and security. f'1b .I. .e 
troop hal . ed an sa u~e . .,__ _ t d 1 J.. d It '"fl.~: com~JOSed of Red River hal fbrceds 

who Ytere out on .the prairies for a buffalo hunt • 

At the head of these half- breed I ndi ans wns a French 

dA1· d S)eech i·n ]1re11ch .t General Sibley Catholic padre , Y1ho IJ 1 vere · a l 

translated the speech ·o ng is . • t E 1 . h s··i"bley \"'as a Frenchman himself, 

if I aL1 not mistaken . 1 

The r)o.dre rrus heerti l y glad that the expedition had come for .... 

the pur1)ose of punishinr; the crir1inal redskins , and \7ishecl us 

c t He i'nformed us besides , that they had been suc"ess in our :projec · . 

in the camJ) of the Indians the v1eek before , and he told us 17here 

t (he S~.1· d) they i7ere too v1eak a.nd this cam·o r1as . :h1or their pn.r ·, -... 

few to a ttacJ;: the redsXins v1ho vrere numerous and strong • I 

·, _ en ie i r erran \1...,0 lh t1 · d -~ .... ended , the troo1) 1-;heeled about and 
go.llo11ed away . 

~his vras o, feY1 n iles sout'1 of Devils Lake. The exi)edition ... 
sto 1~ped heTe a short time to reorganize for a ra1)id advance against 

the Indians. All the s ick, exhausted, and t i1·ed, both among mon .::.:.nd 

cattle, uere left behind at 

and a guard uas placed over 

this point . 
s-the CO.ill}_) . 

Fortifications were built 

i·n1en this had been done \Ve advanced in a quick march 

against the redskins. ~here were perhaps twenty-five hunclred of 

us in this body, B.nd after a hard day's march vie reached the camp 

\there the I ndians had been; but they had d.ise.ppeared. 

- 6 -

ary to find out ,.,here they had eone. This r1as on the so-called 

I.1issouri Coteau, a high ridge \7hich exten~s through Horth Dakota 

in a southern direction from Devils Lake. ·.1e !) itched car.ip here 
for the night. 

After dark a bold Sioux ventured \7i thin the camp itself 
steal horse. Though he did not achieve "'I • C" pur p ose, 

and tried to a 
n i .... 

c 
in esco.1)ine 17i th his life. At sunrise the nez:t 

yet he suc,..eeded 

morninG the ex~1edi ti on r1as age in on the march in search of the 
fug i t ives. '.2hcre na.s 1 hoY1ever, no trace left 1:"ehind them. At 

nbout eleven o ' clock 011e of our Indic.n scouts , ChusJ:a., b~r name , 

caJe gc.llo~ inc up gas~ing for breath , and inforned us t~at Cavalry-

Lieutenant Freeman of St. Cloud and George Bracket of idinneupolis, 

the meat-supervisor of the expedition , hn.d been killed by t:he 

Indians, und he himself had barely esca)ed with-his life. 

~hese three r1en rode out in the mornin0 to shoot buffalo, 
anci encountered the Indis.ns. 

George-Bracket l1ad hot been killed , however . He S)rang 

from his horse and Ji id himself in the hi[;h grass of a snamp . He 

did not find his way back to us however . After wander ing pain-
fully 

r1here 
on the i)rairie for tinny days, he tie.de h i s r1a-:,r to the barricades 

the sic~ Tiere lccpt , m1d~hut til.1e h~lmost aead of hunger 
and thirst. :=-reer,a11 -;;~c killed und scc.l~ ed . 

In o. little u> ile ou1~ scouts c&ne in i7i th the re_)ort that 

t:i1ere \7c1·e s i x thousand Indicns in cum:) three :.1iles f;.;:.1c.y. ::1hc 

1 
~round the lake on tho 

It was necess- ex"Dec.li tion had no·:; reached a lake abou-'c one mile in breadth . ~he land 

l. 8A;, "O , , }' "::., r- . JI ( ~. u 
!'·, l~) wt.£ {b\j C,, ~C, ;/_ l-f-5, .,;j /...., ... 

on the sou·[;h side nas flat '.J..S a bottom. 

:) , -, .. , I r-· r • u /1 ~ f" /( {1u,. J . 
~ (l._'l i r A f Q tc· .S-f'7V • 

I 
''I / a 

ENCLOSURE 
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other sides \iere high ~1ills . .l.lso on the south sid.e, o. distance 

fron the 18.ke, there nas a very hie;h -hill, ·,7Jiich resei..l1led an old-

fashioned sugar-loaf. 

Here 011 this flat--=- a ho.l t vras r.iade, and defences i.vere 

hurriedly thro'iVll up, !)rir~nrily for the :9rotection of the expedi-

t · 1 b .L. • n o·.i." t,11ree hundred 11agons and three hundred ion a a ggage ~rai 

head of cattle. ~lie cattle and rmles were enclosed with wagons in-

side the clefences theT!lselves . 

. n1ile ·i;e \!ere doing this uor1\: , all the hills around us 

became black vii t~1 Indians, and \ie ·:rcre literally surrounded by · 

our red-ski1n1ed enemy. ~hey gave no sign, ho;7evcr, of v1a11ting to 

attack us. ~here stood the soldiers armed to the teeth, burninG 

t · · t "'r on +·ne bloodtl14 rcty i i t': t11e C:.esire ·o hnve 2_;e1"nission o ri· e v .... _ 

7ut vre had to 'lie.it 1)at iently until the ·.-rord. of con1".1and 

Vias e iven. 

~here ne stood several hours and ourveyed each otl1er, 

·11ithout o. shot beins fired. Our scouts rei)o:cted thc.t the enePly 

,;ould surrender uithout battle. ':'hey were onl~t \!ai tin~ for a fe\·,r 

h f 1 1 ' J -'- r'vea~ Sllch nc "Standin,1': .0uffalo 11 o.nd c ie· s, ~10 1au noc ye~ ar 1 , - - ~ 

others . 

In our number there v1as c. cavalry-physician froe1 3ho.kopee 

no.med Weiser, an old settler ·;;ho had lived o.r.1onc Inclio..nc for many 

,:ears, had l)ecn t"J1eir :-Physician, u.nd kne17 their language. ./i th his 

.r1er.;ro servant , he rode out to t}1e enemy just a little ·1·10..y frorn the 

cc.nn). S:he Indians l"JTet•ttJ.ed friendshi1;, shook l1is ho.nd as an old . 
acquain ance o..nc rienu, a.nu "'"" v " ..... v " t 1 f · ~ ' R"Ve ou+ +·1,_"~ tJ1ey ~·ould surrender 

rii thout battle, etc. .h.fter the Doctor had • arleyec.l 11i th ther:1 fo:c 

a. i7hile, he rode bac::: to\·;n1"'tl the cam1J. 1.:'he negro follovred him. 

- 8 - • 

A little later the seme tuo rode back again on the hill to the 

Indians' taking rri th theu tobacco and a flask of \7hiskey Vii th \'lhich 

' the :Doctor trated his good friends. ~hey were"good Indians 11 , ".lb.en 

he h~d finished vith them he set s~urs in his horse to ride 

hack: to camp; three rifle shots ere.eked and the Doctor fell 

dec.d to the e-rouna. while the horse cc.r:ie galloping into camp -;1i th 

em1)ty saddle . ·.1e stood there and rri tnessed this tragedy. 

~vro companies of cavalry mounted, i;re:pc.red to fieht; ti.·-10 

sect ions of artillery stood by their cannons, ready to open fire 

on tl1eir red foes, and at least t~o reeir1ents of infantry·stood 

armed for attack. 

~he grat sugar-top suarrned nith Indians. ~h~ artillery 

fired a fe\1 shells in their midst and cleared the hill . 
• '1he cav:tlry chc.rged out alon3 the long r edee of the hill o.nl1 

sv1e~t it clean. '::he cavalry shot and_ killed many redskins. The 

Indians returned the fire and killed a soldier. Lightning struck 
a.-d. 

d0\7n at the same insto..nt" kill_ed a lrorv1egian cavalryman. 

An unprecedented running-race folloYred. Indians before 

and the soldiers aft~r tl1em in ~ild pursuit the rest of the day 

until ,10.rkness fell~ By that{ irne tho Indians and the v1hites v1ere 
• 

so intermine;led that one could not tell \7ho nas Indian and who v.ras 

v1hi t e r.ian. 

'.L'hc General ren8.ined in the car:r.t1 c.n(l sent ::i courier vii th 

an orde1t to the c6l11T'.10.11ding Colonel to remo.in where he uc.s over 

night. 1.'he latter misunderstood the order o.nd eave the signal 

for retreat. In the morning tl1e boys came back tired ::ind sleepy, 

bringing v1i th them o.11 possi 1)le -kinds of trophies from the camyi of 
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the Indians. 

Sibley \7as deceived this time by the crafty redskins. 

S:heir assure.nee that they \7ould surrender \Yi thout fight r1as only a 

lie. It r1as only a ruse to entertain us vii th 11 good ts.lk 11 until 

they could ge t time to esca:pe, ~'Ii th t 1ieir families. If Sibley 

had not ol"c1ered the halt, hut. hc.d ,..,ressed forv1ard o.gainst the cam::; 

of t11e Indians, ve should uithout doubt have ca~tured every Indian. 

As it r;as, they cot time to escu~)e YTi th 11 bat: and bae;gage". ~he 

Indians tried the came stro.tagen every tiMe they gave us battle. 

As soon as they attacked us a halt v1as ordered, o.nt1 this gave the:!l. 

tine to get away. 

A '" _. s;f'c.!~- r[:)st_ea_ the day afte1" the battle of Sugar Loaf i.:01u1tain. ~ 

•. 
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to do· much ·:ri th them. S:he Indians sec .. ed to have treuendous resyect 

for the infantry. 

~he cavalry ·1·1ere u cou~ le of miles in advance of u::> vihen 

t11e Indians met the:-:i. As usual 1 tl:e ex:r>edi ti on hal tea. and pitched 

camp under u high ridge. At this -ulace 17e stood and. ,-,etched the 
~ 

ficht betv1een our ce.valry and. the IndiD.ns. 

Our cavalry alloued the Indiens to chase them right into our 

camn . ... .. 11en our boys reached the def enc es on the hill they \/heeled 

ar;out !!nc.1. fired a volley in the fc..:.ce of the Indians ·•rho c!lme rushing 

after them. So1ne of the India~s uere killed, amonc thera a chief, 

w~10 v1as scal:!_Jed by the ·.-,hi tes \7hile yet alive. ~his ended. the fight 

of Buffalo Lake. 
lAV4 _... ... ~ ~ ~ *' -ftA_ ~. 

1" '.2he scal1Jed. Lieutenant .B,reeman Y{US foun~~"uried. ':.ri th the other 'I'he follo·:1ing do.~ the ex ;edition haO. a i1artl uarch . On 

three. ~his took time; theJ we advanced a few niles and sto~~ed 

again. In the meantime a force was ordered to destroy everything 

"v7hich the Indians had been unable to take v;i th them. 

of d~~uffalo ri1eat r:ere burned uu. ~his v:as o. nart - ~ 

~.:an:y t cins· 

of the \Vinter-

provisions of the redskins. i-'oor Indians! ::'hey had to pay dearly 

for the outrages which they had committed. On the second do.y 

after the Sugar Lo?.f :.~ountain battle ue took U;_J the march again-

this time with the tracks of the Indians before us. 

.At the tine i7e usnc.lly Ji~~c~1ec1 cam), about one o'clock, 

the wo.rriors met us o.gnin and gave us o. fieht. ':1his ·;1as also by the 

side of o. little lo.ke, -- nhere there lay u dead buffdlo, o.nCi. it \"ta.s 

calleri the ::_'a.ttle of Dead Duffn.lo Lake. ~his time the cavalry 

hr.d the o:p1)ortunity of o.musinc; the·nsolves \';ith the Indians , As 
the Indinns v1e11 e. all mounted, the infantry r;crc therefore unal)le 

that day the land see:-:ed em:pt~r of Indians. From r.10Tninc; until 

late at night not an Indian ~as to be seen. All ~ad dis!lppeared as 

com)letely cs if S\;alloned Ull ljy un al)~Tss. 

~hnt • fg-.rt we "-B"Uin encar.J~10<1 by c SJoc.11 luk~ the sou"j;h 

side of a hi.:;h, long rid.e-e of hills. .b. strong v;a t j,.picket and 

guard was ke1Jt at this tir.ie. I.Iy corn11s.ny stood i7atch that night 

., - 1 a. ·1 , £ b . 0 1 ancL 1 1n --c 1c no nor o · e in.:; in C)··· 10.nc . .:e rGre on or:.r feet c-.g['.in 

tbe next morninG at three o clock. Che ~atch ~as selarutcl into 

two c1i visions, the o.dvrnce e;uo.rd and. rear ens.rd, one hundred o.nd 

fifty mon in eo.ch. :rext there v10..s a com110.ny of cavalry enc"'.. one 

section bo.tters in eo.c~1 division. ~he advance guard Tient fori-.rs.rd 

first, the cavalry in advance in line-of:battle, t11ereafter the 

artillery and infantry in battle-array. ~he sunrise wes ~lorious 

ancl thi..... day warm. le hacl not had sleep for tv10 ni:;hts and for tho.t 

reason v;e:re £;:rt;~ tired. ;l.s ·.;:c marched u11 across tho lon.::: hill , 
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not even dreamine that the redskins ~ere in tl1e vicinitv -- lmost· 
ti , 

half esleep, -- suddenly i·;e heard a fearful i7allo#hoon i:n fronJv of ... 

us . A.t the su.Jmit of this ·111,:)1 hill we came free to face vrith 

our enemies. ·'.i.1he cavalry horses becn.~e um"1anageable and retired 

past our lines dor1n the hill. · ':1he cannons opened fire on t::::.o onrush-

ine; enemy • '•jj eyr ·11ith shells that ex_·loded amon[:· ther.1 and Jrilleo. 

a nUm.ber of them. Our boys beca:-.'.le terror- stricken , so that they 

seemed unQ.ble to g i ve n good account of theinselves. I 8aid to my 

senior , :1nad vre i1ot better retrca..t? 11 

"Ho Jir ! " he o.nsvrered , but he stood there a..s though he 

were a li~eless statuf e. 
11 ~hen ,.,e ·.··i· 11 f":i..· ur:-,11·~" , I · d . i t, · " • v so.:i.. , anc r;a..ve ·ne corllli1and: 

11 Deploy as skirmishers ! '' 

I rot the boys in line o:: battle and gave the con:qc.nd: 

~hen they n·::al:ened as though from a trance_, .. and their 

vollies echoed in t11e h ills. ~he Indians bec~me jrist as terror-

stricken as ~e had been . ~hey· se~med to have·coilie i~to the very 

ja·11s of death . cl 
S:he tvro cannons vrhich 17e ho.d cur}ed the blood of 

the redski· DR . T :i..· 1~e tb d · f - ~ ~ ·_e S]rea ing o - a peir of wings they divided 

to rieht and left of us . :TI1en they grasped the ·situation, they 

\ 

tried to r:et between d · 1 ~ us an our main )Ody , ·17hich had not yet marched 
out fro1:1 car.1~1. 1.,he/"'\n tJ1e " _ • car1rio11s v1ere curned , and 1Jombo.rdec1 the 

8i(1e of the hill ~o thc..t the re dsk ins did not a.are to stick their 

noses into the go:p . ..hen the main body of o"t::r troo1,s benrd thc..t we 

no re hn.v i ng a bou ~ ·.·J-i t11 the reds, they at 011c e rushed to our aid . 

~he cc..vulry and artillery ca.1e sto1·ri1in[; u.._; the hill at a gallo_;_1 . 

• 
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~he Indians retreated to a po int so far back that ue could not reach 

them rri th our rifles, nor they us • 

Like two fightinf cocks the two ene1nies stood there and 

eyed each other. At last the lcAder of the Indians gave the sirnal 

for retreat . Ee ble\·r 2. Vihistle and s\·rnng o. blanket. ~hey rallied 

on a high hill G'.n<l Yle charGed o.t theu rri th a rusg. -·.:Y corffpa.ny 

protected the bc..ttery wI1ich gallo:;ed up the stee1J hill, nl1d ·1 .. e keDt 
~ 

pace with the battery, ready to g ive tte redskins their deserts 

11~en rre i 4 eachea. the top of tJ.1e elevation. S:he cannons v1cre r;ot 

ready to O!)en fire, r:hen the staff officer came gallop in.:· up 

and shouted , "Don't fire tbo.t cannon, :Jir !"" ~hat is the Indio.n 1 s 

train you see there. 11 

1" ... 1hrit 1 >=-~ ·,·;hy I .. ,.,, .1 ... e d " _,. · " ~ .J 1 L · - ~ ~ t.Nl. lJ ~o .Lire, ans1-,e1·eCl c ie ieuteno.nt nho 

\'tas in conrnn.ncl. of J:.he 1'):::..ttery . ~here we stood 1-;ith long faces. ~:ot 
w'!-

a.. redski n was to be ~een except the object Tihich~tool: to be the 

Indic..nTs train. .ilic..t had becoue of the Indians ua3 a ~uzzle to us . 

It se~r.ied c..s thouc.::;h tJ:ey ·;:ere sr:.nke-:.1 into t:1c c!lrth. 1:he object 

i.7hich ·.:e sari \7as a little dvrarfed oak ·.-:hich stood on a bluff at 

least ti·10 miles nr1ay. ~he ~ir out therh is so dece:tive thnt 

objects a long distance avray seer.1 to be very neur. :'he orairie 

bct\·1e€n as and the o1JJ0 ect \7.?..S hi" ,.1..17 ····: +h dee) de ce"s~ o.1e i· n 1)et· 'ee ~ ., ...... v l ~ " .1. ':JI .. /n , 
~ bu,,l; {:o ou · · .1.. ' "1 ,... .., i eyes l. lJ u1)oeareu smoo c:.1 and flat o.s a '!)ancz.:i\:e . 

.le 110\'i a..clve.nce<i -'·,1)\70.rd ou1· coal . .J. ... short (listance before 

us we saw a ~ony \~1ich vas grezing on the ~rairie directly in 

front of my com110.n.;r. Suddenly an Indian si-Jrang u11 out of the grass 

o.nd r!!.11 "S :i.."f for de"r li'fe. 'T ·1 1 , t t 1 .1.. - ..... u. ~::Y \110 e COJill)C..lly 8110 u li.r.l i)Uv did 
not 'ni· t · · n:i..r1. :hen OUl' s-uide' !.::r. Lurcheno' ro ~ e almost U"!) to him . 
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c..no_ shot tHice at him, but failed to hit him. Thereu11on three 

t ~ h" · er Ee nroved cavalrymen rode UlJ to him an.d oo.~ 1m prison • J; 

to l,e a youn~ Indian belonging to another tribe than the one 

we were fighting. He declared that his father and he had come to 

the cam1J of these Indians to buy horses. In the morning when the 

3ioux drer1 up to give us battle, he had follo11ed a.t a distance to 

see how the struggle nen • u • t In +he meant1·me he grew tired. let 

his ]Ony graze , and then lay u ~ ~ _ dov.[n +o sleen , ~nd sle~t until we 

were almost over hiJ+l. He a.nakened in terror and ran \7i thout 1~noY1-

ing ,7hat he did. He was nov1 glad that he had escaped \7i th his 
e life. He v1as a boy of about eighteen years , and \7as \'Tell t:i;.ated 

and at once set fr::t,_. J::~~f~-k:, ~· ovw- ~11 to_ """"'~~ 
the , :issouri lli verA ~he next mor,-:ilN'g the l'1n.rcn r:us 

ana. in a fer: hours ,-,~ the hill£ Ylhich slope toward the 

1.lissouri. It \7E'.S a maenificient ~he sun gilded the 

tops of the tree:J and the sia_es 

the Cheyenne had we seen woods . :!ow tJ1ey 

greeting to us fron the other bank of the :.Iis,souri . '1/e \Jere at 

first some11hat amazed over wha.t v1e sa\. in tho high hills over 

on the other side of the river. All the hills see1ned to be 

1 i vin~ . ~hey gli tt ere cl and gleD.Y'1ed ever;y-v1here in the sunshine. 

Lat er \7e rec.li zed t· 1a t -l:}-l i c nas co.used ';y the small mirrors \Vhich 

euch Indian hangs by his belt. .Purthermore they hnd shininr; 

rifled which glistened in the sun. 

In good time the expedition reached the river . ~he train 

stonned on the flat a distance -- perhaps ten miles - - from the ~ ... 

river . ~he General had his headquarters there . A division of 'iill 

. . 
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troops Hi th a line of skirmishers \7ent through the \ii de woods c1o,-,rn 

to the river. ~he hec.t uas almost unendurable o.s it ,-,as 110 deerees 
~ 

in the shade , and Athirst i7US parching. \!.hen the soldiers ho.d 

·oushed their way through the thick Vloods with its underbrush of ... 

prickly ash, they rushed do\·m to the river to ge t v1ater. ~he red-

skins r1ere lying in the gress on the other side, end s1ot ut us; 

but the river is so wide that the bullets failed to carry over. 

Our artilleryLen fired seve1"0.l shells :J.c:i.·oss the riv-er , 

which caused the redskins to take to their heels to gtF a.rrc.y from 

the e;ro.ss and u1) in the :hills. Eere c..lso Y:e lost two nen, namely 

Lieutenant Beaver, .an Englishman, supposed to be an Bnglish Lord, 

~~10 ho.d an11lied to the Governor for an o.p~ointment as en officer ~ -
of the staff so that he mie;ht accom~Jany the eJ::pedi tion , and a 

.1.Jorv1egian cavalryman. Doth of these nere murdered in the \7oods 

and scalped . Lieutenant beaver had been sent by the General 

ui th a des·oatch to Colonel Crooks nho \•,ras in command of the ~ 

troons at the river. ~e had encountered Indians in the woods, ... 

vrho had shot him with a:i.1 arrow, and taken all he hud; horse with 

trappings, clot'1ea, money, a check on a Londcl n banJ: calling for 

six thousand doll£'.rs., or tv1el ve hundred pounds , sabre, t".70 vo.luable 

revolvers, and o. fieldglass. Lor& Beaver had had his hair cut so 

sho1·t that the Ind.io.ns could not get his scalp; they hud however 

taken his long r.iusto.che r1i th the lip. 

Crab A·nnle Creek enn)ties. into the !Iissouri sevcrn.l r:iiles ..._ ~ 

belon the l>lace 11here v.re renched the t i ve.r; here vie encnnl..,ed for 

this night as well us the folloVling day and nieht. Jefences were 

thro\'m u11 here .:>.round tho canp ns a protection a.en.inst attack . ... 
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As night came on the redskins began to 

felt. nou and then s1· ot s c .woula. ~ e heard. 

• 

make their pres-
/ 

round ~bout :us. 
Later in the night they set fire to the :prairie on all sides of 

us. It nas so dry tbat the prairie l)urned in spite of the fact that 

it \"las still early in the suriuner. 

~he soldiers had to go out and stalt.o._counter fire. ~ 
~c... 4~~. 

,.,hole nie;htfi ',le had strict orclers 

to lie on our \7eapons out in our intrenchments. lTo one could · 

·t h. s lf .J..h luxu o~ slee·) Ah, how· 9.:00d it would have permi 1m e . ~ e ry i 1 • ~ 

felt to have hud a bit of sleep! ~'or we had ·-ot had any sleep 

for several nights. I hc.d conE1ancl of the co1:i1 c.ny ana. felt sorry 

for ny i:ien. I gave the bo:ys permission to sleep. I and. on~ of the 

men ucreecl to kee) natch and v1a':en theu if it 1)ecamc necessary. 

U0\7 all the nen slept i)eacefully ~ . .,ith the exception of us tvro. 

~he fire had. nov1 hurned the gre.ss a lons distance out on 

the rire.irie . By the lieht heyond us i7e could well see the move-

ments of the redskins. :~hey nere around us the 11hole nic:ht. At 

about mid.night , as the l)oys were slee~)int_· soundly and I sat moping 

back of an earth eubank.nent v1hich vras not )D.rticularly hieh, a shot 

rang out just in front of our intrench.:1ent;:; o..ncl •;;c.s J!ollor:ed by a A~ 
T"'~ i,..,.,e,f.rz;fs ~ ~ 1'j lu..a.d.. ~ :J~ vb . 

salvo of c.1)out one hunc.irec.l :::hots;;i Bullets cut through the tents ~ 

and killed a mule in the cc.m11. ~he animals broke out of the ~-
enclosure. ~here a.rose a fearful din in the middle of the night. 

.t~11 the i:1en he.a. to eo out to· save the animals end e-et tl1em back 

vii thin the corro.l. The Indians heard the din, took fright and 

fled., und did not cone bucl:: again that night. 

~he next clay o. coerch YTC..S n::..cle for the missing o.nd both 

1iere fouacl clec.c1 in the vrooc3.s. It \;as thoucht t'1at Beaver hatl sold 

.... . . - 16 - • .. 

~tilo.4~~ 
his life dea.rly .• A and hacl .-ri thout doubt killed several reo.sl!ins 

before he ·:1as overcome. ~he dead ·:1ere buried in t,1e sn.nd.bo.nk by 

Cral1 Apple Cree}:, \ .. here their bones no•;r rest. 2-ieaver v1r:.s u 

.il'reemason encl \1as buried ;1i th the .Preemeson ceremonies. Lefore r.re 

began our return all the ':iueons, oucgies, and. other t!linrs -:;;hich 

the Indi8.ns had not been able to take ·.;i th t',em nc1~oss the river, 

;1ere destroyeo. encl bur11ed . ·11e had ui th us a large number of 

aed River half-breeds \fuo rode in their IToodcn carts. 

discarded their carts and took inste~d IThatever they wished of that 

r1]1 ich the Indians had left behin~il' • 

in cood lie·ht wagons •. 
SoMe rode in buesies, others 

Ho17 the Indians had 1 .ar.t:c-cd to cross the ri vcr 1;c..s a 
~ 

~uzzle to us. ::everthcloss all tto Indians Tiere on the otber 

side of the river 1·1ho11 He c2.me there. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Genarc.l Sibley':..: o:;:i cC::.io.ion ended here. Au tunm ,-;c.o already. 

apl)roaching. S:here \10..s therefore no sense in continuing the ]_)Ur-

suit o~ tJ1e Indians lon~er. ~he General deter~ined therefore to '-

retnrn to civili~ntion uhile ne otill had soDetl:inr; to live on. 

'..:he redsj:ins \7ere ~)uni:ahed severely enou.::;h for their r1isdecdc . 

Hundreds of ther.: ho.d fs.llen in the fic;hts, tl1irty oi~h·t 1'au been 

h::.'..n3ed ll•d four huncl:;:·ed Ol' :.'!ore t8.ken :)ri so~1crs, he sicle s ·i;hich ti1e 

soul of the massacre, Chief Little Cro·. ·, fell before La\1son' s 

rifle. It hus hecn sn.i6. t· ~'.t 3il~leJ dicl not accom21lish ver"'.;. nch 

1:,,- his e:·:_1 e11:::.::ivo c:::!°JCclitioni, ~'ho.t may lie so. i.evert 1 elcss it 

11n.s hy the le .... clershi} of Ji bley that the Indi~.nc r;cre uroken. 
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J i oley ce.ne out l ate:..· i n the fall i::.:nd had serious bfushes \ii th 

the Ind.ie.ns in one or t110 en-.;.s.gement s . 
-
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